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PREFACE.

— e

No person who has travelled in Egypt will require
0 be: told that it is a country in which & consider-
able amotint of waiting and waste of time has to
be endured. One makes an exeursion by train to
sou some ruins, and, upon returning to the station,
the train is found to be late, and an hour or more
has to be dawdled away. Crossing the Nile in a
rowing-boat the sailors contrive in one way or
another to prolong the journey to a length of half
an hour or more, The excursion steamer will run
upon & sandbank, and will there remain fast for &
part of the day.

The resident official, travelling from place to
place, spends a great deal of time seated in railway
stations or on the banks of the Nile, waiting for
his train or his boat to arrive; and bhe has, there-
fore, a great deal of time for thinking. I often try
to fill in these dreary periods by jotting down a
few notes on some matter which has recently been
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discussed, or registering, and eluborating argu-
ments which have ¢hanced lately to come into the
timughtﬂ These notes are shaped and * written
up"” whén next there is & spare hour, and & faw
books to refer to; and ultimately they take the
form of aricles or papers, some of which find
their way into print.

This volume contains twelve chapters, written
at wvarious times apd in various places, each
dealing with some subject drawn from the great
treasury of Ancient Egypt. Some of the chap-
ters heve appeared as articles in magaines.
Ghaptam iv.,, v.,, and wvii. wers pubu-:lmd in
* Blackwood's Magazine'; chapter vii. ir *Put-
nam's Magazine' and the ‘Pall Mall Magaziue®;
and chapter ix. in the ‘Century Magazine' 1
have to thank the editors for allowing me to re-
print them here. The remaining seven chapters
have been written specially for this volume.

Lozor, Usrer Eover,
Nopemdur B0
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PART L

THE VALUE OF THE TREASURY.

¥ Hintary pn"l-m:gu shall be & dull book. It shall walk incarnats in every
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bring with bim into hemble pattages the bieming of the moming sare, aod
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CHAPTER L

THE VALUE OF ARCH.EOQOLOGY.

Tae archaologist whose business it is to bring to
light by pick and spade the relics of bygone ages,
ie often accused of devoting his epergies to work
which is of no material profit to mankind at the
present day.  Archmology is an unapplied science,
and, anart from its conpection with what is called
~=ltv e, the critic is' inclined to judge it as a
pleasant and worthless amusement. There is
nothing, the eritic tells us, of pertinent value
to be learned from the Past which will be of use
to the ordinary person of the present time; and,
though the archmologist can offer acceptable infor-
mation to the painter, to the theologian, to the
philologist, and indeed to most of the followers
of the arts and sciences, he has nothing to give to
the ordinary layman.

In some directions the imputation is unanswer-
able; and when the interesta of modern times
clash with those of the past, as, for example, in
Egypt where a beneficial reservoir has destroyed
the remains of early days, there can be no question
that the recording of the threatened information
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and the minimising of thé destruction, is all that
the value of the archmologist’s work entitles him
to ask for. The critie, however, usually overlooks
some of the chief reasons that archwology can give
for even this much consideration, ressons which
constitute 1ts modern usefulness; and I therefore
propose to point out to him three or four of the
many claims which it may make upon the atten-
tion of the layman.

In the first place it is necessary to define the
meaning of the term “ Archmology.” Archmology
is the study of the facts of ancient history and
ancient lore.  The word is applied to the study
of all ancient documents and objeets whick may be
clagsed ms antiquities; and the archmologist is
understood to be the man who deals with & pari.d
for which the evidence has to be excavated or
otherwise discovered. The age at which an object
becomee an antiquity, however, 18 quite undefined,
though practically it may be reckoned at a hundred
years ; and ancient history is, after sll, the tale of
any period which is not modern. Thus an archim-
ologist does not necessarily deal solely with the
remote ages.

Every chronicler of the events of the less recent
times who goes to the original documents for his
facts, as true historians must do during at least a
part of their studies, 18 an archeologist; and, con-
versely, every archmologist who in the course of
his work states a series of historical facts, becomes
an historian., Archeology and history are insepar-
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able; and nothing is move detrimental to a noble
science than the attitude of certain so-called
archaologists who devote their entire time to the
study of a sequence of objects without proper
consideration for the history which those objects
reveal. Antiquities are the relics of huz.an mental
energy; and they can no more be classified without
reference to the minds which produced them than
geological specimens can bo discussed without
regard to the earth, There is only one thing
worse than the attitude of the archmologist who
does not study the story of the periods with which
he iv.dealing, or construet, if only in his thoughts,
living history out of the objects discovered by
him ; and that is the attitude of the historian who
heg rot familiarised himself with the actual relics
left by the people of whom he writes, or has not,
when possible, visited their lands. There are
many * archeologists " who do not care a snap of
the fingers for history, surprising as this may
appear; and there are many historians who take
no interest in manners and costoms, The infuence
of either is pernicious.

It is to ba understood, therefore, that in using
the word Archeology I include History : I refer to
history supplemented and aggrandised by the
study of the arts, crafts, manners, and customs
of the period under consideration.

As a first argument the value of archmology in
providing a precedent for important occurrences
may be considered. Archmology is the structure
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lessness, their tenacity, and their patriotism, were
known ; and he was so well aware of their powers
of organisation, that he might have foreseen the
rapid development which was to take place.

‘What historian who has read the ancient books
of the Insh—the Book of the Dun Cow, the Book
of Ballymote, the Book of Lismore, and the like—
can show either surprise or dismay at the events
which bave oceurred in Ireland in modern times?
Of the hundreds of kings of Ireland whose histories
are epitomised in such works as that of the old
archmologist Keating, it would be possible to
chuny upon the fingers those who bave died in
peace; snd the archmologist, thus, knows better
than to expect the descendants of these kings to
live lu harmony one with the other. National
characteristics do not change unless, as in the
case of the Greeks, the stock also changes.

In the Jows we have another example of the
persistence of those national characteristics which
history has made known to us. The Jews first
appear in the dimness of the remote past as a
group of nomad tribes, wandering over southern
Palestine, Egypt, and the intervening deserts;
and at the present day we see them still home-
less, scattered over the face of the globe, the
“tribe of the wandering foot and weary breast.”

In no country has the archmologist been more
aotive than in Egypt during the last half century,
and the contributions which his spade and pick
have offered to history are of first-rate importance
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to that study as a whole.. The eye may now travel
down the history of the Nile Vallay from pre-
historic daye to the present time almost without
interruption ; and now that the anthropologist has
shown that the modern Egyptians, Mussulman and
Copt, pe-sant and townsman, belong to one and
the same race of ancient Egyptiaos, one may
surely judge to-day’s inhabitants of the country
the light of yesterday's records. In his report for
the year 1906, Lord Cromer, questioning whether
the modern inhabitants of the country were cap-
able of governing their own land, tells us that we
must go back to the precedunt of Pharacnic dars
to discover if the Egyptians ever ruled themselves
successfully.

In this pregnant remark Lord Cromer wae using
information which the archmologist and historian
had made accessible to him. Looking back over
the history of the country, he was epabled, by the
study of this information, to range before him the
succession of foreign cccupations of the Nile Valley
and to assess their significance. It may be worth
while to repeat the process, in order to give an
example of the bearing of history upon modern
polemics, though 1 propoese to discuss this matter
more fully in another chapter.

Previous to the British occupation the country
was ruled, as it 18 mow, by & noble dypasty of
Albanian princes, whose founder was set upon
the throne by the aid of Turkish and Albanian
troops. From the begioning of the sixteenth
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century until that time.Egypt bad been ruled
by the Ottoman Government, the Turk having
repiaced the Circassian and other foreign * Mam-
lukes " who had held the country by the aid of
foreign troops since the middle of the thirteenth
century. For a hundred years previoud to the
Mamluke rule Egypt had been in the hands of
the Syrian and Arabian dynesty founded by
Saladdin. The Fatimides, a North African dynasty,
governed the country before the advent of Balad-
din, this family having entered Egypt uoder their
general, Jauhar, who was of Greek origin. In
the rcinth century Ahmed ibn Tulun, a Turk,
governed  the'land with the aid of a foreign gar-
rison, his rule being succeeded by the Ikhshidi
dynasty of foreigners, Ahmed bad captured
Egypt from the Byzantines who had held it
since the days of the Roman oecupation. Fre-
vious to the Romans the Ptolemies, a Greek
family, had governed the Nile Valley with the
help of foreign treops, The Ptolemies had fol-
lowed close upon the Greek occupation, the
Greeks having replaced the Persians as rulers
of Egypt. The Persian pccupation had been
preceded by an Egyptian dynasty which had
been kept on the throne by Greek and other
foreign garrisons, Previous to this there bad
been & Persian occupation, which had followed
a short period of native rule under foreign
influence. We then come back to the Assyran
conguest which had followed the Ethiopian rule.
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Libyan kings had held" the country before the
Ethiopian conquest. The XXIst and XXth
Dynastjes preceded the Libyans, and here, in a

eful period of corrupt government, s series
of so-called native kings are met with, Foreigners,
however,*swarmed in the country at the time,
foreign troops were constantly used, and the
Pharaohs themselves were of semi-foreign origin.
Ope now comes back to the early XIXth and
XVIIIth Dynasties which, although largely tinged
with foreign blood, may be said to bave been
Egyptian families, Before the rise of the XVIIIth
Dynasty the country was in foreign hanus for
the long period which had followed the fall of
the XIIth Dyuoasty, the classical period of
Egyptian history (about the twentieth dontury
B.C.), when there were no rivals to be feared.
Thus the Egyptians may ba said to have been
gabject to foreign occupation for nearly four
thousand years, with the exception of the strong
pative rule of the XVIIIth Dynasty, the semi-
native rule of the three succesding dynasties,
and a few brief periods of chaotic government
in later times; and this is the information which
the archmologist has to give to the statesman
and politician. Tt is a story of continual con-
quest, of foreign occupations following one upon
avother, of revolts and massacres, of rapid retri-
butions and punishmenta. It is the story of a
pation which, however ably it may govern itaelfl
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in the future, has only once in four thousand
years successfully done so in the past

Such information is of far-resching value to
the politician, and to those interested, as
Englishman should be, in Imperial politics. A
nation cannot alter by one jot or tittle its funda-
mental characteristics; and only those who have
studied those characteristics in the pages of hias-
tory are competent to foreses the futura. A
certain Englishman once asked the Khedive
Ismail whether thers was any news that day
about Egyptian affairs. “That is so like all
you English,” replied his Highness. *“You are
always expecting something new to happen in
Egypt day by day. To-day is here the same as
yeeterday, and- to- morrow will be the same as
to-day; and so it has been, and so it will be,
for thousands of years”! Neither Egypt nor
any other nation will ever change; and to this
it is the archmologist who will bear witness with
his stern law of Precedent.

I will reserve the enlarging of this subject for
the next chapter: for the present we may con-
sider, a8 a second argument, the efficacy of the
past as a tonic to the present, and its ability
to restors the witality of any age that is
weakened.

In ancient Egypt at the beginning of the
XXVIth Dynasty (B.c. 663) the country was at

1 E Disoy. VThe Btery of the Khedivata' p. 528,
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a very low ebb. Devastated by conquests, its
people humiliated, its government impoverished,
a geoeral collapee of the nation was imminent.
At this critical period the Egyptians turned their
minds to the glorious days of old. They re-
modelled their arts and crafts upon those of the
classical periods, introduced again the obsolete
offices and titles of those early times, and ergan-
ised the government upon the old lines. This
movement saved the country, and averted its
collapse for a few more centuries. It renewed
the pride of workmanship in a decadent people;
and on all sides we see a revival which was the
direct result of an archmological experiment,
The importance of archmology as a reviver of
artistic and industrial culture will be realised at
once if the essential part it played in the great
Italian Renaissance is called to mind. Previous
to the age of Cimabue and Giotto in Florence,
Ttalian refinement had passed steadily down the
path of deterioration. Greeco-Roman art, which
was still at a high level in the early centuries
of the Christian era, entively lost its originality
during Byzantine times, and the dark apes settled
down upon Italy in almost every walk of life
The Venetians, for example, were satisfied with
comparatively the poorest works of art imported
from Constantinople or Mount Athos; and in
Florence ®o great wae the poverty of genius
that when Cimabue in the thirteenth century
painted that famous Madonna which to our eyea
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appears to be of the crudest workmanship, the
little advance made by it in the direction of
naturaloess was received by the city with
acclamations, the very street down which it was
carried being called the * Happy Strest” in
honour of the event. Giotto carried un his
master'’s teachings, and a few years later the
Florentines had advanced to the standard of
Fra .ﬂ._ngulim, who wus immediately followed by
the two Lippis and Botticelli. Leonardo da Vinei,
artist, architect, and engineer, was almost con-
temporaneous with Botticelli, being born not much
more than a hundred years after the death of
Giotto. With him art reached a level which it
has never surpassed, old traditions and old canons
were revived, and in every direction culture pro-
ceeded again to those heights from which it had
fallen.

The reader will not need to be reminded that
this great repsissance was the direct result of
the study of the remains of the ancient arts of
Greece and Rome. Botticelli and bhis contem-
poraries were, in & sense, archaeologists, for their
work was inspired by the relies of ancient days.

Now, though at first sight it seems incredible
that such at age of barbarism as that of the
later Byzantine period should return, it is indead
quite possible that a relatively uncultured age
should eome upon us in the future; and there
is every likelihood of certain communities passing
over to the ranks of the absolute Philistines.
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Socialism run mad would have no more time to
give to the intellect than it had during the French
Revolution. Any form of violent eocial upheaval
means catalepsy of the arts and crafts, and a
trampling under foot of old traditions. The
invast.ng and revolts which are met with at
the close of ancient Egyptian -history brought
the culture of that country to the lowest ebb
of vitality. The fall of Greece put an absolute
stop to the artistic life of that nation. The
mvasions of Italy by the inhabitants of less
refined countries caused a set-back in ecivilisation
for which almost the whole of Europe cuffered.
Certain of the French arts and crafts have never
recovered from the effects of the Revolution.

A pational convulsion of one kind or another
is to be expected by every country; and history
tells ue that such a convulsion is generally fol-
lowed by an age of industrial and artistic coma,
which is brought to an end not so much by the
introduction of foreign ideas as by a renascence
of the early traditions of the nation. It thus
behoves every man to interest himself in the
continuity of these traditions, and to see that
they are so impressed upon the mind that they
shall survive all upheavals, or with ease be
re-established.

There is no better tonic for a people who bave
weakened, and whose arts, crafts, and industries
have deteriorated than a return to the conditions
which obtained at a past age of national pros-
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petity ; and there are few more repaying tasks
in the long-run than that of reviving an interest
in the best periods of artistic or industrial activity.
This can only be effected by the study of the past,
that is to say by archwology.

It in to be remembered, of course, tiat the
sentimental interest in antique objecta which, in
recent years, has given a huge value to all ancient
things, regardless of their intriosic worth, is a
dangerous attitude, unless it is backed by the most
expert knowledge; for instead of directing the
attention only to the best work of the best
periods, it results in the diminishing of the output
of modery orifrinal work and the eetting of little
of worth in its place. A person of a certain
fashionatle set will now bosst that there is no
object in his room less than two hundred years
old: s only boast, however, should be that the
room containg nothing which is not of intrinsic
beauty, interest, or good workmanship. The old
chairs from the kitchen are dragged into the
drawing-room—because they are old; miniatures
unmeritoriously painted by unknown artists for
obscure clients are nailed in couspicuous places—
because they are old ; hideous plates and dishes,
originally made by ignorant workmen for im-
poverished peasants, are enclosed in glass cases—
because they are old ; iron-bound chests, which had
been cheaply made to suit the purses of farmers,
are rescued from the cottages of their descendants
and sold for fabulous sums—becuuse they are old.
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A person who fills a drawing-room with chairs,
tables, and orpaments, dating from' the reign of
Queen Anne, cannot say that he does so because
he wishes it to look like & room of that date ; forif
this were his desire, he would have to furnish it
with objects which appeared to be newly made,
since in the days of Queen Anne the first quality
noticeable in them would have been their newness.
In fact, to produce the desired effect everything in
the room, with very few exceptions, would have to
be & replica. To sit in this room full of antiques
in & frock-coat would be as bad a breach of good:
taste as the placing of a Victorian chandelier in an
Elmbat.han ba.nquatmg-hal] To furnish the room
with genuine antiquities becanse they are old and
therefore interesting would be to carry the museum
epirit into daily lifa with its attending rﬂﬂpﬂnﬂl-
bilities, and would involve all manner of incon-
gruities and inconsistencies; while to furnish in
this manner because aptigues wers valuable would
be merely vulgar. There are, thus, only three .
Justifications that I can see for the action of the
man who surrounds himself with antiquities: he
must do so because they are examples of
workmanship, because they are beautiful, -or be-
cause they are endeared to him by family usage.
These, of eourse, are full and complets justifica-
tions ; and the value of his attitude should be felt
in the impetus which it gives to conscientious
modern work. There are periods in history at
which certain arts, crafts, or industries reached
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an'extremsly high level of excellence ; and nothing
can be more valuable to modern workmen than
familiarity with thess periods. Well-made replicas
have a value that is overlocked only by the in-
artistic. Nor must it be forgotten that medern
objects of modern design will one day become
antiquities ; and it should be our desire to assist
in the making of the period of our lifetime an age
to which future generations will lock back for
guidance and teaching. Evﬂry man can, in this
manner, be of use to a natien, if only by learning
to reject poor work wherever he comes upon it—
waork which he feels would not stand against the
criticism of Time; and thus it may be eaid that
archaeology, whmh directs him to the best works of
the ancients, and sete him a standard and criterion,
should be an essential part of his education.

The third argument which I wish to employ
here to demonstrate the wvalue of the it-lldj’ of
archmology and history to the layman is based
upon the mumpt.mn that patriotism is & desirable
ingredient in & man's character. This is a pramma
which assuredly will be admitted. True patriotism
is essential to the maintenance of a nation, It has
taken the place, among certain people, of loyalty to
the sovereign ; for the armies which used to go. to
war out of & blind loyalty to their king, now do so
from a sense of patriotism which is shared by the
monarch (if they bappen to have the good fortune
to possess one).

Patriotiam is often believed to consist of a love

B
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of one's eountry, in an affection for the familiar
villages or cities, fields or strests, of one's own
dwelling-place. This is a grievous error. Pat-
riotism should be an ungualified desire for the
welfare of the race as a whole. It is not really
patriotic for the Englishman to say, I love Eng-
land " : it is only natural. It is wot patriotic for
him to say, I don't think much of foreigners” : it
i only a form of narrowness of mind which, in
the case of England and certain other countries,
happens sometimes to be rather a useful attitude,
but in the case of several nations, of which a good
example is Egypt, would be detrimental tc their
own interests. It was not ungualihed patriotism
that induced the Greeks to throw off the Ottoman
yoke: it was largely dislike of the Turks. It is
not patriotism, that is to say undiluted concern for
the nation as a whole, which leads some of the
modern Egyptians to prefer an entirely native
government to the Anglo-Egyptian administration
now obtaining in that country : it is restlessness ;
and I am fortunately able to define it thus without
the necessity of entering the arena of polemics by
offering an opinion as to whether that restlessness
16 justified or not justified.

If patriotism were but the love of one's tribe and
one's dwelling-place, then such undeveloped or
fallen races ag, for example, the American Indians,
conld lay their downfall at the door of that senti-
ment ; since the exclusive love of the tribe pre-
vented the small bodies from amalgamating into
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one great nation for the opposing of the invader.
If patriotism were but the desire for government
without interference, then the breaking up of the
world's empires would be urged, and such federa-
tions as the United Btates of America would be
intolerable.

Patriotism is, and must be, the desire for the
progress and welfare of the whole nation, without
any regard whatscever to the conditions under
which that progress takes place, and without any
prejudice in favour either of self-government or of
outeide control. I bave no hesitation in saying
thit the patriotic Pole is he who is in favour of
Russian ot German control of his country's affairs ;
for history has told him quite plainly that he
cannot manage them himself. The Nationalist in
any ecountry runs the risk of being the poorest
patriot in the land, for his continuous ery is for
gelf-government, without any regard to the ques-
tion as to whether such government will be bene-
fieinl to his nation in the long-run.

The value of history to patriotiam, then, is to be
assessed under two headings. In the first place,
history defines the attitude which the patriot should
assume, It tells him, in the clear light of experi-
ence, what i, and what is not, good for his nation,
and indicates to him how much be may claim for
his country. And in the second place, it gives to
the patriots of those nations which have shown
capacity and ability in the past a confidence in the
present ; it permits in them the indulgence of that
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enthusiasm which will carry them, sure-footed,
along the path of glery.

ogy, as the discovery and classification
of the facts of history, is the means by which we
may obfain a true knowledge of what has happened
in the past. It is the instrument with which we
may dissect legend, and extract from myth its
ingredients of fact. Cold history tells the Greek
patriot, eager to enter the fray, that he must set
little store by the precedent of the deeds of the
ijan war. It tells the English patriot that the

‘one jolly Englishman * of the old rhyme is not
the easy vanquisher of the * two fropgy Frenchmen
and one Purtugee " which tradition would have
him believe. He is thus enabled to steer a middle
course between arrant conceit and childish fright.
History tells him the actual facts : history is to
the patriot what * form " is to the racing man.

In the case of the English (Heaven be praised 1)
history opens up a boundless vista for the pntrmt.m
The Englhshman seldom realices how much he has
to be proud of in his history, or how loudly the
past eries upon him to be of good cheer. One
hears much nowadays of England's peril, and it
is good that the red signale of danger should some-
times be displayed. But let every Englishman
remember that history can tell him of greater
perils faced successfully; of mighty armies com-
manded by the greatest generals the world has
ever known, beld in check year after year, and

finally crushed by England; of vast fleets scattered
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or destroyed by English sailors; of almost im-
pregoable cities captured by British troopa.
“There i8 something very charactenistic,” writes
Professor Seeley,! " in the indifference which we
show' towards the mighty phenomenon of the
diffusion of our race and the expansion™ of our
state. We seem, as it were, to have conquered
and peopled half the world in a fit of absence
of mind."

The history of England, and later of the British
Empire, constitutes a tale so amazing that he who
has the welfare of the nation as a whole at heart—
that 'is to say, the true patriot—is justified in en-
tertaining the most optimistic thoughts for the
future. He should not be indifferent to the past:
he should bear it in mind all the time. Patriotism
may not often be otherwise than misguided if no
study of history has been made. The patriot of
one nation will wish to procure for his country a
freedom which history would show him to have
been its very curse ; and the patriot of another
nation will encourage a nervousness and restraint
in his people which history would tell him was
unnscessary. LThe English patriot bas a history
to read which, at the present time, it is especially
needful for him to consider ; and, since Egyptology
is my particular provioee, I cannot better closs
this argument than by reminding the modern
Egyptians that their own history of four thousand
years and its teaching must be considered by them

15The Espansion of England, p 10,
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when they speak of patriotism. A nation "so
talented as the descendants of the Pharachs, so
industrious, so smart and elever, should give &
far larger part of its attention to the arts, crafts,
and industries, of which Egyptian archmeology bas
to tell so eplendid & story.

As a final argument for the value of the study
of history and archmology an aspsct of the question
may be placed before the reader which will perhaps
be regarded as fanciful, but which, in all sincerity,
I believe to be sober sense:

In this life of ours which, under modern con-
ditions, is lived at so great a speed, there is a
growing need for & periodical pause wherein the
wind may adjust the relationship of the thihgs
-that have been to those that are. So rapidly are
our impressions received and assimilated, so in-
dividually are they shaped or classified, that, in
whatever direction our brains lead us, we are
speedily carried beyond that province of thought
which is common to us all. A man who lives
alone finde himself, in a few months, out of touch
with the thought of his .enntumpurariaa; and,
similarly, a man who lives in what is called an
up-to-date manner soon finds himself grown
unsympathetic to the sober movement of the
world's slow round-about.

‘Now, the man who lives alone P"'E‘-"E'“IF de-
velopes some of the recogmised eccentricities of
the -recluss, which, on his return to society, causa
him to be regarded as & maniac; and the man
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who lives entirely in the present canoot argue
hat the characteristios which he has dev
are less maniacal because they are shared by his
associates. Rapidly be, too, has become eccentric ;
and just as the an'htm'y man must needs come into
the company of his fellows if he would retasin a
healthy mind, so the man who lives in the present
must allow himself occasional intercourse with the
past if he would keep hie balance.
 Heraclitus, in a quotation preserved by Sextus
Empiricus,! writea: * It behoves us to follow the
common reason of the world; yet, though there
ia: 4 ‘common reason in the world, the majority
live as though they possessed a wisdom peculiar
each unto himeelf alone” Every one of us who
considers his mentality an important part of his
constitution should. endeavour to give himself
ample opportunities of adjusting his mind to this
“common reason” which is the silver thread that
runs unbroken throughout history. We should
remember the yestordays, that we may know what
the pother of to-day is about; and we should
foretell to-morrow not by to-day but by every
day that has been.

Forgetfuloess is s0 common a human failing.
In our rapid transit through life we are so inclined
to forget the past stages of the journey. All
thmgs pass by and are swallowed up in & moment
of time. Experiences crowd upon us ; the events
of our life occur, are recorded by our busy brains

! Bywater : * Horschit Epheali Raliquism,' p. 38,
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are digested, and are forgotten before the. sub-
stance of which they were made has resolved
into its elements. Wae race through the years,
and our progress is headlong through the days.

E\renrt.hing, as it is done with, is swept up
into the basket of the past, and the busy hand-
maids, unless we cheek them, toss the contents,
good and bad, on to the great rubbish heap of the
world's waste. Loves, bates, gains, losses, all
things upon which we do not lay fierce and strong
hands, are gathered into nothingness, and, with a
few exceptions, are utterly forgotten.

And we, too, will soon have pagsed, and our
little brains which have forgotten so much will
be forgotten. We shall be throttled ont of the
world and pressed by the clumsy hands of Death
into the mould of that same rublish-hill of oblivion,
unless there be a stronger band to save us. We
shall be cast aside, and left behind by the huwrrying
crowd, unless there be those who will see to it
that our soul, like that of John Brown, goes
marching along. There is only one human foree
stronger than desth, and that force is History.
By it the dead are made to live again : history
18 the saivation of the mortal man as religion is
the salvation of his immortal life. :

Sometimes, then, in our race from day to day it
is necessary to stop the headlong progress of ex-
perience, and, for an hour, to look back upon the
past. Often, before we remember to direct our
mind to it, that past is already blurred and dim.
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The picture is out of focus, and turning from it
in sorrow inetantly the fight of our time begins
again. This should not be. * There is,"” says
Emerson, “a relationship between the hours of
our life and the centuries of time” Let us give
history and archeology its due attention ; for thus
not only shall wa be rendering & service to all the
dead, not only shall we be giving a reason and a
usefulness to their lives, but we shall also lend to
our own thought a balance which in no otherwise
ean be obtained, we shall adjust ourselves to the
true movement of the world, and, above all, we
sha#ll lbarn how best to serve that nation to which
it is our inestimable privilege to belong.
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CHAPTER IL
THE EGYPTIAN EMPIRE.

“ Hrsrory,"” says Sir J. Seeley, “ lies before science
as & mass of materials out of which a political
doctrine ecan be deduced. . . . Politics are vuigar
when they are oot liberalised by history, and
history fades into mere literature when it loses
sight of its relation to practical polities. . . .
Politics and history are only different aspects of
the same study."!

These words, spoken by a great historian, form
the keynote of a book which has run into nearly
twenty editions; and they may therefore be
regarded as having some weight. Yet what
historian of old Egyptian affairs coneerns himself
with the present welfare and future prospects of
the country, or how many statesmen in Egypt give
close attention to a study of the past? To the
former the Egypt of modern times offers no scope
for his erudition, and gives him no oppbrtunity
of making *discoveries,” which is all he cares
about. To the latter, Egyptology appears to be

1 The Expansbon of England.”
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but'a pleasant amusement, the main velue of
which is the finding of pretty scarabs suitable
for the necklaces of one's lady friends. Neither
the one nor the other would for a moment admit
that Egyptology and Egyptian politics ““are only
different aspects of the same study." And yet
there can be no doubt that they are.

It will be argued that the historian of ancient
Egypt deals with a period so extremely remote
that it can have no bearing upon the conditiona
of modern times, when the inbabitants of Egypt
have altered their language, religion, and customs,
and-the Mediterranean has ceased to be the active
centre of the civilised world. But it is to be re-
membered tuat the study of Egyptology carries
one down to the Muhammedan invasion without
much straining of the term, and merges then into
the study of the Arabic period at so many points
that no real termination can be given to the science ;
while the fact of the remoteness of its beginnings
but serves to give it a greater value, since the
vista befors the eyes is wider.

It is my object in this chapter to show that
the ancient history of Egypt has a real bearing
on certain aspects of the polemics of the country.
I need not again touch upon the matters which
were referred to on page 8 in order to demon-
trate this fact. I will take but one subject—
namely, that of Egypt's foreign relations and her
wars in other lands. It will be best, for this pur-
pose, to show first of all that the ancient and
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modern Egyptians are one and the same people;
and, secondly, that the political conditions, broadly
speaking, are much the same now as they have
been throughout history.

Professor Elliot Smith, F..8,, has shown clearly
enough, from the study of bones of all ages, that
the sncient and modern inhabitants of the Nile
Valley are precisely the same people anthropo-
logically ; and this fact at once sets the matter
upon an unique footing: for, with the possible
exception of China, there i8 no nation in the
world which can be proved thus to have retained
its type for so long a period. This one fact makes
any parallel with Greece or Rome impossible. The
modern Greeke have not mueh in common, an-
thropologically, with the ancient Greeks, for the
blood has become very mixed; the Italians are
not the seme as the old Romans; the Englieh
are the result of a comparatively recent con-
glomeration of types. But in Egypt the subjects
of archaic Pharachs, it seems certain, were exactly
similar to those of the modern Khedives, and new
blood has never been introduced into the nation
to an appreciable extent, not even by the Arabs.
Thus, if there is any importance in the bearing
of history upon politics, we have in Egypt a
better chance of appreciating it than we have in
the case of any other country.

It is true that the language has altered, but
this is8 not a matter of first-rate importance. A
Jew is not less typical because he speaks German,



The Egyptian Empire. 29

French, or English; and the cracking of skulls
in Ireland is introduced as easily in English as
it was in Erse. The old language of the Egyptian
hieroglypha actually is not yet quite dead; for,
in ite Coptic form, it is still spoken by many
Christian Egyptians, who will salute their frictias
in that tongue, or bid them good-morning or good-
night. Ancient Egyptian in this form is read in
the Coptic churches; and God is called upon by
that same name which was given to Amon and
his colleagues. Many old Egyptian words have
crept into the Arabic language, and are now in
commnon use in the country; while often the old
words are confused with Arabic words of similar
sound. Thws, at Abydos, the archaic fortress is
now called the Shunet es Zelib, which in Arabic
would have the inexplicable meaning “the store-
house of raisins": but in the old Egyptian lan-
gunge its name, of similar sound, meant *the
fortress of the Ibis-jars,” several of these sacred
birds having been buried there in jars, after the
place had been disused as a military stronghold.
-A large number of Egyptian towns still bear their
hieroglyphical names : Aswan, (Kom) Ombo, Edfu,
Esneh, Keft, Kus, Eeneh, Dendereh, for example.
The real origin of these being now forgottan, some
of them ‘have been given false Arabic derivations,
and stories have been invented to account for the
peculiar significance of the words thus intreduced.
The word Silsilel in Arabic means *u chain,” and
a place in Upper Egypt which bears that name
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is now said to be so called because a certain king
here strotched a chain across the river to inter-
rupt the shipping; but in reality the name is
derived from a mispronouneed hieroglyphical word
meaning “a boundary.” Similarly the town of
Damanhur in Lower Egypt is said to be the
place at which a great massacre took place, for
in Arabie the name may be interpreted as mean-
ing “rivers of blood," whereas actually the name
in Ancient Egyptian means simply “the Town of
Horus." The archaeological traveller in Egypt
meets with instances of the continued use of the
language of the Pharachs at every turn; and
there are few things that make the science of
Egyptology more alive, or remove it iurther from
the dusty atmosphere of the museum, than this
hearing of the old words actually spoken by the
modern inhabitants of the land,

The religion of Ancient Egypt, like those of
Greece and Bome, was killed by Christianity,
which largely gave place, at & later date, to
Muhammedanism ; and yet, in the hearts of the
people there are still an extracrdinary number
of the old pagan beliefs. I will mention a few
instances, taking them at random from my
memory. :

‘ In ancient days the ithiphallic god Min was the
patron of the crops, who watched over the growth
of the grain. In modern times a degenerate figure
of this god Min, made of whitewashed wood and

mud, may be seen standing, like o searecrow, in
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the fields throughout Egypt. When the sailors
crosa the Nile they may often be heard singing
Ya Amunt, Ya Amuni, 0 Amon, O Amon,” as
though ealling upon that forgotten god for assist-
snce. At Aswan those who are about to travel
far still go up to pray at the site of the travellers'
shrine, which was dedicated to the gods of the
cataracts. At Thebes the women climb & certain
hill to make their supplications at the now lost
sanctuary- of Meretsegert, the serpent-goddess of
olden times. A snake, the relic of the household
goddess, 18 often kept as a kind of pet in the
houses *of the peasants. Barren women still go
to the ruined temples of the forsaken gods in the
hope that *L.ve is virtue in the siones; and I
myself bave given permission to disappointed hus-
bands to take their childless wives to these places,
whera they have kissed the stones and embraced
the figures of the gods. The hair of the jackal
is burnt in the presence of dying people, even of
the upper classes, unknowingly to avert the jackal-
god Anubis, the Lord of Death. A scarab repre-
senting the god of creation is sometimes placed
in the bath of a young married womsn to give
virtue to the water. A decoration in white paint
over the doorways of eertain houses in the south
is a relic of the religious custom of placing a
bucranium there to avert evil. Certain temple-
watchmen still call upon the spirits resident in
the sanctuaries to depart before they will enter
the building. At Karnak s statue of the goddess



32 The Value of the Treasury.

Sekbmet is regarded with holy awe; and the god-
dess who once was said to have massacred mankind
is even now thought to delight in slaughter. The
golden barque of Amon-Ra, which once Hoated
upon the sacred lake of Karnak, is said to be
seen sometimes by the natives at the present
time, who have not yet forgotten ite former
existence. In the processional festival of Abu'l
Haggag, the patron saint of Luxor, whose mosque
and tomb stand upon the ruine of the Temple of
Amon, & boat is dragged over the ground in
unwitting remembrance of the dragmng of the
boat of Amon in the processions of that zod.
Similarly in the Mouled e Nelt procession at
Luxor, boats placed upon ecarts are =awn through
the streets, just as one may see them in the
ancient paintings and reliefs. The patron gods
of Kom Ombo, Horur and Sebek, yet remain in
the memories of the peasants of the neighbour-
hood as the two brothers who lived in the temple
in the days of old. A robber entering a tomb
will smash the eyes of the figures of the gods
and deceasad persons represented therein, that
they may not observe his actions, just as did
his ancestors four thousand years ago. At Gurneh
a farmer recently broke the arms of an anecient
statue, which lay half-buried near his fields, be-
cause he believed that they had damaged his
erops. In the south of Egypt a pot of water
15 placed upon the graves of the dead, that their
ghoat, or ka, as it would have been called in old
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times, may not suffer from thirst; and the living
will sometimes call upon the name of the dead,
standing at night in the cemeteries.

The ancient magic of Egypt is still widely
practised, and many of the formule used in
modern times are familiar to the Egyptolojgist
The Egyptian, indeed, lives in a world much
influenced by magic and thickly populated by
spirits, demons, and djins. Educated men holding
Government appoiotments, and dressing in the
smartest European manner, will deseribe their
miraculous adventures and their meetings with
djigs. © An Egyptian gentleman holding an im-
portant administrative post, told me the other
day bow his _ousin was wont to change himself
into & cat at night time, and to prowl about
the town. When a boy, his [ather noticed this
peculiarity, and on one occasion chased and beat
the cat, with the resolt that the boy's body next
morning was found to be covered with stripes and
bruises. The uncle of my informant cnce read
such strong langunge (magically) in & certain
book that it began to tremble wviolently, and
finally made a dash for it out of the window.
This eame personage was once sitting beneath
a palm-tree with a certain magician (who, I fear,
was also a conjurer), when, happening to remark
on the clusters of dates twenty feet or so above
his head, his friend stretched his arms upwards
and his hands were immediately filled with the
fruit. At another time this magician left his

Q
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overcoat by mistake in & railway carriage, and
only remembered it when the train was o mere
speck upon the horizon; but, on the utterance
of certain words, the coat immediately flaw
through the air back to him.

+ mention these particular instances because
they were told to me by educated persons; but
amongst the peasants even more incredible stories
are gravely accepted. The Omdeh, or headman,
of the village of Chaghb, not far from Luxor, sub-
mitted an official complaint to the police a short
time ago apainst an afrit or devil which was doing
much mischief to him and his neighbours, enatch-
ing up oil-lamps and pouring the oil over the
terrified villagers, throwing stones ~t passers-by,
and so forth. Spirite of the dead in like manner
haunt the living, and often do them mischief. At
Luxor, lately, the ghost of & well-known robber
persecuted his widow to such an extent that she
finally went mad. A remarkable parallel to this
case, dating from Pharaonic days, may be men-
tioned. It is the letter of a haunted widower to
his dead wife, in which be asks her why she per-
secutes him, since he was always kind to her
during her life, nursed her through illnesses, and
never grieved her heart.!

These instances might be multiplied, but those
which I have quoted will serve to show that the
old gods are still alive, and that the famous
magic of the Egyptians is not yet a thing of the

¥ Maspra ; ’ﬂ'l.ﬁﬂ'.ueg;pto!:gi.qm‘ i, 145,
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past. Let us now turn to the affairs of everyday
life.

An archeological traveller in Egypt eannot fail
to observe the similarity between old and modern
customs as he rides through the villages and aerosa
the fields. The houses, when not built upon the
Eurcpean plan, are surprisingly like those of
ancient days. The old cornice still survives, and
the rows of dried palm stems, from which ita form
was originally derived, are still to be seen on the
walls of gardens and courtyards. The huts or
shelters of dried corn-stalks, so often erected in
the fields, are precisely the same as those used in
prehistoric dave* and the archaic bunches of corn-
stalks sm-ured with mud, which gave their form to
later stone columns, are set up to this day, though
their stone posterity are now in ruine. Looking
through the doorway of one of these ancienot
houses, the traveller, perhaps, sees & woman
grinding corn or kneading bread in exactly the
same manner a8 her ancestress did in the days
of the Pharachs. Only the other day a native
asked to be allowed to purchase from us some of
the ancient millstones lying in one of the Theban
temples, in order to re-use them on his farm. The
traveller will notice, in some shady corner, the
village barber shaving the heads and faces of his
patrons, just as he is seen in the Theban tomb-
paintings of thousands of years apo; and the emall
boys who seamper across the road will have just
the same tufts of bair left for decoration on their
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shaven heads as had the boys of*ancient Thebes
and Memphis, In another house, where a death
has occurred, the mourning women, waving the
same blue eloth which was the token of mourning
in sncient days, will toss their arme about in
gestures familiar to every student of ancient
soenes. Presently the fuperal will issue forth,
and the men will sing that solemn yet cheery tune
which never fails to call to mind the far-famed
Maneros — that song which Herodotus describes
a8 & plaintive funeral dirge, and which Plutarch
neserts was suited at the same time to festive
occasions, In some other houss & marriage will
be taking place, and the singers and pipers will,
in like manner, recall the scenes upon the monu-
ments. The former have a favourite gesture—the
placing of the hand behind the ear as they sing—
which is frequently shown in ancient representa-
tions of such festive scenes. The dancing girls,
too, are here to be seen, their eyes and cheeks
heavily painted, as were those of their ancestresses;
and in their hands are the same tambourines as are
carrigd by their class in Pharaonic paintings and
reliefs. The same date-wine which intoxicated
the worshippers of the Egyptian Bacchus goes the
round of this village company, and the same food
stuff, the same small, flat loaves of bread, are
eaten.

Passing out into the fields the traveller observes
the ground raked into the small squares for irriga-
tion which the prehistoric farmer made; and the



e aw,

MR

EPretes LN
A e

QT

F¥

L S

"Rk b 47 B

In the palm-groves near Sakkim, Eryp.



The Egyptian Empire, 37

plough is shaped as it always was. The shadoof,
or water-hoist, is patiently worked as it has been
for thousands of years ; while the cylindrical hoist
employed in Lower Egypt was invented and intro-
duced in Ptolemaic times. Threshing and win-
nowing proceed in the manner represented on the
monuments, and the methods of sowing and
reaping have not changed. Along the embanked
roads, men, cattle, and donkeys file past agsinst
the sky-line, recalling the straight rows of such
figures depicted so often upon the monuments
Overhead there flies the vulture goddess Nekheb,
and the hawk Horus hovers near by, Across the
road ahead slinke the jackal, Anubis; under one's
feet crawls Ehepera, the scarab; and there, under
the sacred tree, sleeps the horned ram of Amon.
In all directions the hieroglyphs of the ancient
Egyptians pass to and fro, as though some old
temple-inseription had come to lifs. The letter m,
the owl, goes hooting past. The letter a, the
eaple, circles overhead ; the sign ur, the wagtail,
flitsa at the roadside, chirping at the sign rekh,
the peewit. Along the road comes the sign ab,
the frolicking calf; and near it is ka, the bull;
while bebind them walks the sign jfa, a man
earrying a basket on his head. In all directions
are the fipures from which the apcients made their
hieroglyphical seript ; and thus that wonderful old
writing at onee ceases to be mysterious, a thing of
long ago, and one realises how natural a product of
the country it was.
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In a word, ancient and wmodern Egyptians are
fundamentally similar. Nor is there auy great
difference to be cbserved between the country’s
relations with foreign powers in ancient days and
those of the last hundred years. As has been
seen in the last chapter, Egypt was usually
occupied by a foreign power, or ruled by a foreign
dynasty, just as at the present day; and a foreign
army was retained in the country during most of
the later periods of ancient history. There were
always numerous foreigners settled in Egypt, and
in Ptolemaic and Roman times Alexandria and
Memphis swarmed with them. The great powers
of the civilised world were always watching Egypt
as they do now, not always in a friendly attitude
to that one of themselves which oceupied the
country; and the chief power with which Egypt
was ' concerned in the time of the Ramesside
Pharaobe inhabited Asis Minor and perhaps
Turkey, just as in the middle ages and the last
century. Then, as in modern times, Egypt had
much of her attention held by the Sudan, and
constant expeditions had to be made into the
regions above the cataracts. Thus it cannot be
argued that ancient history offers no precedent
for modern affairs because all things have now
changed. Things have changed extremely little,
broadly speaking; and peneral lines of eonduct
have the same significance at the present time
as they had in the past.

I wish now to give an outline of Egypt's re-
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]at:ln"l.?hi‘p to her most important neighbour, Syria,
in order tiLat the bearing of history upon modern
political matters may be demonstrated; for it
would seem that the records of the past make
clear -a tendency which is-now somewhat over-
looked. 1 employ this subject simply as an
example.

From the earliest historical times the Egyptians
have endeavoured to hold Syria and Palestine as a
vassal state. One of the first Pharaohs with whom
wa meet in Egyptian hstory, King Zeser of Dynasty
III., is known to have sant a fleet to the Lebanon
inworder to procure ecedar wood, and there is some
evidence to show that he held sway over this
country. For how many centuries previous to
his reign the Pharaohe had overrun Syria we
cannot now say, but there is no reason to suppose
that Zeser initisted the aggressive policy of Egypt
in Agia. Sahura, a Pharaoh of Dynasty V., attacked
the Pheenician coast with his fleet, and returned
to the Nile Valloy with a number of Syrian cap-
tives. Pepi 1. of the succeeding dynasty also
attacked the coast-cities, and Pepi 11. had con-
siderable intercourse with Asia. Amenembat I,
of Dynasty XIL., fought in Syria, and appears to
have brought it once more under Egyptian sway.
Senusert I. seems to have controlled the country
to some extent, for Egyptians lived there in some
numbers. Senuszert 1[I won & great victory over
the Asiatics in Syria; and a stela and statue be-
longing to Egyptian officials have been found at
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Gezer, between Jerusalem and the sea.  after
each of the above-mentioned wars it is. Lo be pre-
sumed that the Egyptians held Syra for some
years, though little is now known of the events
of these far-off times,

During the Hyksos dynasties in Egypt there
lived & Pharaoh named Khyan who was of Semitic
extraction ; and there is some resson to suppose
that he ruled from Baghdad to the Budan, he and
hia fathers having ereated a great Egyptian Em-
pire by the aid of foreign troops. Egypt's con-
nection with Asia during the Hyksos rule is not
clearly defined, but the very fact that thuse
foreign kInga were anxious tn call themselves
* Pharachs ” shows that Egypt dominated in the
east end of the Mediterranean. The Hyksos kings
of Egypt very probably held Byria in fee, bein
possessed of both countries, but preferring to hold
their court in Egypt.

We now come to the great Dynasty XVIIL,
and we learn more fully of the Egyptian invasions
of Syria. Ahmosis I drove the Hyksos out of the
Delta and pursued them through Judsh. His
successor, Amenhotep I, appears to have seized
all the country as far as the Euphrates; and
Thutmosis I, hiz son, was able to boast that he
ruled ' even unto that river. Thutmosis 1IL,
Egypt's greatest Pharach, led invasion after in-
vasion into Syria, so that his name for generations
was & terror to the inhabitants. From the Euph-
rates to the fourth cataract of the Nile the countries
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acknotledged him king, and the mighty Egyptian
fleet patrouod the seas. This Pharaoh fought no
less than seventeen campaigns in Asia, and be left
to his son the most powerful throne in-the world.
Amenhotep II. maintained this empire and quelled
the revolts of the Asiatice with a strong hand.
Thutmosis IV, his son, conducted two expeditions
into Syria; and the next king, Amenhotep IIL,
was acknowledged throughout that country.
That extraordinary dreamer, Akhnaton, the
succeeding Pharaoh, allowed the empire to pass
from him owing to his religious objections to war;
buts after his death, Tutankhamen once more led
the Egyptian armies into Asia. Horemheb also
made a bid for Syria ; and Seti L recovered Pales-
tine. Rameses 1L, his son, penetrated to North
Byria; but, baving come into contact with the
new power of the Hittites, he was unable to hold
the country. The new Pharach, Merenptah, seized
Canvaan and laid waste the land of Israel. A fow
years later, Rameses I11. led his fleet and his army
to the Syrian coast and defeated the Asiatics in
8 great sea-battle. He failed to hold the country,
however, and after his death Egypt remained im-
potent for two centuries. Then, under Sheshonk 1.,
of Dynasty XXIL, a new attempt was made, and
Jerusalem was captured. Takeloth II., of the
same dynasty, sent thither an Egyptian army
to belp in the overthrow of Shalmaneser II.
From this time onwards the power of Egypt
had so much declined that the invasions into Syria
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of necessity became more rare. Shabakes of Dy-
nasty XXV. concerned himself deeply: with Asiatic
polities, and attempted to bring about a state
of affaire which would have given him the oppor-
tunity of seizing the country. Pharach Necho,
of the euccesding dynasty, invaded Palestine and
advanced towards the Euphrates. He recovered
for Egypt her Syrian province, but it was speedily
lost again. Apries, a few years later, captured the
Pheenician coast and invaded Palestine; but the
country did not remain for long under Egyptian
rule. It is not necessary to record all the Syrian
wars of the Dynasty of the Ptolemies. Egﬂ]t."u.nd
Asia were now closely connected, and at several
periods during this phese of Egvptian history the
Asiatic provinee came under the control of the
Pharaohs, The wars of Ptolemy 1. in Syria were
conducted on a large scale. In the reign of
Ptolemy .IIL there were three campaigns, and I
cannot refrain from quoting a contemporary record
of the King's power, if only for the splendour of its
wording :—

“The great King Ptolemy . . . having in-
herited from his father the royalty of Egypt and
Libya and Syria and Pheenicia and Cyprus and
Lycia and Caria and the Cyclades, set out on
& campaign into Asia with infantry and eavalry
forces, and a naval armament and elephants, both
Trogledyte and Ethiopic. . . . But baving become
master of all the country within the Euphrates,
and of Cilicia and Pamphylia and Ionia and the
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Hellesp.nt and Thrace, and of all the military
forees and eisphants in these countries, and hav-
ing made the monarchs in all these places his
subjects, he crossed the Euphrates, and having
brought under him Mesopotamia and Babylenia
and Susiana and Persls and Media, and all the
rest as far as Bactriana . . . be sent forces through
the canals——" (Here the text breaks off)

Later in this dynasty Ptolemy VII. was crowned
King of Syria, but the kingdom did not remain
long in his power. Then came the Romans, and
for many years Syria and Egypt were sister pro-
vinces of ane empire.

There i no necessity to record the close con-
nection between the two countries in Arabic times.
For a large part of that era Egypt and Syria
formed part of the same empire: and we con-
stantly find Egyptians fighting in Asia. Now,
under Edh Dhahir Bebars of the Baharide Mame-
luke Dynasty, we ses them helping to subject
Byria and Awvmenia; now, under El-Mansur
Ealaun, Damascus is captured; and npow En
Nasir Muhammed is found reigning from Tunis
to Baghdad. In the Circassian Mameluke Dy-
nasty we see El Muayyad crushing a revolt in
Syria, and El Ashraf Burshbey capturing King
Jobn of Cyprus and keeping his hand on Syria.
And so the tale continues, until, as & final picture,
we sea Ibrahim Pasha leading the Egyptians into
Asia and crushing the Turks at Iconium.

Such is the long list of the wars waged by Egypt
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in Syria. Are we to suppose that these eratinuous
ineursions into Asia have suddenly come to an
end?! Are we to imagine that becauss there
bas been a respite for a hundred years the pre-
cedent of six thousand years has mow to be dis-
regarded ! By the recent reconquest of the Sudan
it has been shown that the old political necessitiea
etill exist for Egypt in the south, impelling her
to be mistress of the upper reaches of the Nile. Is
there now no longer any chance of her expanding
in other directions should her hands become free !
The reader may answer with the argument that
in early days England made invasion after in sasion -
into France, yet ceased after » while todoso. But
this is no parallel. England was impelled to war
with France becanse the English monarchs believed
themselves to be, by inheritance, kings of a large
part of France; and when they ceased to believe
this they eccased to make war. The Pharaohs of
Egypt never considered themselves to be kings of
Syria, and never used any title suggesting an in-
herited sovereignty. They merely held Syriaas a
buffer state, and elaimed no more than an overlord-
ship there. Now Syria is still a buffer state, and the
root of the trouble, therefore, still exists. Though
1 must diselaim &ll knowledge of modern politics,
1 am quite sure that it is no meaningless phrase
to say that England will most carefully hold this
tendency in check and prevent an incursion into
Byria; but, with a strong controlling hand re-
laxed, it would require more than human strength
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to eradicate an Egyptian tendency—nay, a habit,
of six thousw:d years' standing. Try as she might,
Egypt, as far as an historian can see, would not
be able to prevent herself passing ultimately into
Syria again. How or when this would take place
an Egyptologist cannot see, for be is accustomed
to deal in long periods of time, and to consider
the centuries as others might the decades. It
might not come for a hundred years or more: it
might come suddenly quite by accident.

In 1907 there was a briel moment when Egypt
appeared to be, quite unknowingly, on the verge
of am attempted reconquest of ber lost province.
There was a misunderstanding with Turkey regard-
ing the delineation of the Syrio-Sinaitic frontier ;
and, immediately, the Egyptian Government took
strong action and insisted that the question should
be settled. Had there been blocdshed the seat
of bestilities would have been Syria; and suppos-
ing that Egypt had been victorious, she would have
pushed the opposing forces over the North Syrian
frontier into Asia Minor, and when peace was
declared ghe would have found hersell dictating
terms from a point of vantage thres hundred miles
north of Jerusalem. Can it be supposed that she
would then have desired to abandon the recon-
quersd territory?

However, matters were settled satisfactorily with
the Porte, and the Egyptian Government, which
had never realised this trend of events, and had
absolutely no designs upon 3yria, gave no further
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consideration to Asiatic affaira. In the ev.s of the
modern onlookers the whole matter had developed
from & series of chances; but in the view of the
historian the moment of its occurrence was the
only chance about it, the fuct of its occurrence
being inevitable according to the time-proven rules
of histery. The phrase * England in Egypt"” has
been given such prominence of late that & far more
important phrase, “Egypt in Asia,” has been
overlooked. Yet, whereas the former i8 a catch-
word of barely thirty years' standing, the latter
has been familiar at the east end of the Mediter-
ranean for forty momentous centuries at the lowest
computation, and rings in the ears of the Egypt-
ologist all through the ages. I need thus no justi-
fication for recalling it in these pages.

Now let us glance at Egypt's norvth-western
frontier. Behind the deserts which spread to
the west of the Delta lies the oasis of Siwa; and
from here there is & continuous line‘of communi-
cation with Tripoli and Tupis, Thus, during the
present winter (1910-11), the outbreak of cholera
at Tripoli has necessitated the despateh of quaran-
tine officials to the oasis in order to prevent the
gpread of the disease into Egypt. Now, of late
years we have heard much talk regarding the
Senussi fraternity, a Mubammedan sect which is
gaid to be prepared to declare a holy war and
to descend wpon Egypt. In 1909 the Egyptian
Mamur of Siwa was murdered, and it was freely
stated that this act of vielence was the beginning
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of ths trouble. I have no idea as to the real
extent ol .the danger, mor do I know whether
this bogie of the west, which is begioning to cause
such anxiety in Egypt in certain classes, is but
a creation of the imagination; but it will be
interasting to notice the frequent ceccurrence of
hostilities in this direction, since the history
of Egypt's gateways is surely a study meet for
her guardians.

When the curtain first rises upon archaic times,
we find those far-off Pharachs struggling with
the Libyans who had penetrated into the Delta
from Teipoli and elsewhere. I early dymastic
history they are the chief enemies of the Egyp-
tians, and great armies have to be levied to drive
them back through Siwa to their homes. Again
in Dynasty XIL, Amepemhat I. bad to despatch
his son to drive these people outof Egypt; and at
the beginning of Dynasty XVIIL, Amenhotep 1.
was obliged once more to give them battle. Seti
1. of Dynasty X1X made war upon them, and
repulsed their invasion into Egypt. Rameses II.
had to face an alliance of Libyans, Lycians, and
others, in the western Delta. His son Merenptah
waged a most desperate war with them in order
to defend Egypt against their incursions, & war
which has been described as the most perilous in
Egyptian bistory ; and it was only after a battle
in which nine thousand of the enemy were slain
that the war came to an end. Rameses [1L, how-
ever, was again confronted with these persistent
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invaders, and only succeeded in checking -them
temporarily. Presently the tables weie turned,
and Dynasty XXII., which reigned so gloriously
in Egypt, was Libyan in erigin. No attempt was
made thenceforth for many years to check the
peaceful entrance of Libyans into Egypt, and soon:
that nation held a large part of the Delta. Ooca-
sional mention is made of troubles upon: the north-
west frontier, but little more is heard’ of any
gerious invasions. In Arabic times disturbances
are not infrequent, and eertain sovereigns, as for
example, El Mansur Kalaun, were obliged to in-
vade the &nem}l‘d country, thus extending Egvpt's
power a8 far as Tunis.

There is one lesson which may be learnt from
the above facts—npamely, that this frontier is some-
what expoged, and that incursions from North
Africa by way of Siwa are historic possibilities.
If the Senussi invasion of Egypt is ever at-
tempted it will not, at any rate, be without
precedent. )

When England entered Egypt in 1882 she
found a nation without external interests, a
country too impoverished and weak to think of
aught else but its own sad condition. The reviv-
ing of thi= much-bled, anmmic peopls, and the
reorganisation of the Government, oecupied the
whole attention of the Anglo-Egyptian officials,
and placed Egypt before their eyes in only this
one aspect. lgypt appeared to be but the Nile
Valley and the Delta; and, in truth, that was,
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and still is, quite as much as the hard-worked
officials could well administer. The one task of
the regeneration of Egypt was all absorbing, and
the munt.rjfmmetu be regarded as a little land
wherein & concise, clearly-defived, and compact
problem conld be worked out.

" Now, while this was most certainly the correct
manner in which to face the question, and while
Egypt bas benefited enormously by this single-
neas of purpose in her officials, it was, historically,
a false attitude. Egypt is not a little country:
Egypt is a erippled Empire. Throughout her his-
tory she has been the puwari'ul rival of the people
of Asia Minor. At -ne time she was mistress of
the Budan, Somaliland, Palestine, Syria, Libya,
and Cyprus; and the Sicilians, Bardinians, Cret-
ans, and even Greeks, atood in fear of the Pharaoh.
In Arabic times she held Tunis and Tripoli, and
even in the last century she was the foremoat
Power at the east end of the Mediterranean.
Napoleon when he came to Egypt realised this
very thoroughly, and openly aimed to make her
once more & mighty empire. But in 1882 such
fine dreams were not to be considered : there was
too much work to be done in the Nile Valley itself
The Egyptian Empire was forgotten, and Egypt
was regarded as permanently a little country.
The conditions which we found here we took to
be permanent conditiona They were not. We
arrived when the country was in & most unnatural
state as regards its foreign relations ; and we were

D
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obliged to regard that state as chronie. This,
though wiss, was abeolutely incorrect. KEgypt in
the past never has been for more than a short
period a single country ; and all history goes to
show that she will not always be single in the
future.

With the temporary loss of the Syrian provines
Egvpt's need for a navy ceased to exist; and the
fact that she s really a naval power bas now
passed from men's memory, Yet it was not much
more than a century ago that Muhammed Al
fought a great naval battle with the Turks, and
utterly defeated them. In ancient history the
Egyptian navy was the tecror of the Mediter-
ranean, and her ships policed the east coast of
Africa. In prehistoric times the Nile boats were
built, it would seem, upon a seafaring plan : a fact
that has led some scholars to suppose that the
land was entered and colonised from aecross the
waters. Woe talk of Englishmen as being born to
the sea, as bhaving a natural and inherited tend-
ency towards " business upon great waters”; and
yet the English navy dates from the days of
Queen Elizabeth. It is true that the Plantagenet
wars with France checked what was perhaps al-
ready & nautical bias, and that had it not been for
the Norman conguest, England, perchance would
have become a sea power at an earlier date. But
at best the tendency is only a thousand years old.
In Egypt it 18 seven or eight thousand yenrs old
at the lowest computation. It makes one smile to
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think of Egypt as a naval power. It is the busi-
neas of the historian to refrain from smiling, and
to remark ooly that, absurd as it may sound,
Egypt’s future is largely upon the water as her
past has been, It must be remembered that she
was fighting great battles in huge warships three
or four hundred feet in length at a time when
Britons were paddling about in eanoes.

One of the shipa built by the Pharach Plolemy
Philopator was four hundred and twenty feet long,
and had several banks of cars. It was rowed by
four thousand sailors, while four hundred others
manhged the sails. Three thousand soldiers were
also carried upon its decks. The royal dahabiyeh
which this Pharaoh veed upon the Nile was three
hundred and thirty feet long, and was fitted with
state rooms and private rooms of considerable size.
Another vessel contained, besides the ordipary
cabins, large bath-rooms, a library, and an astro-
nomical observatory. It had eight towers, in
which there were machines capable of hurling
stones weighing three hundred pounds or more,
and arrows eighteen feet in length. These huge
vesszels were built some two centuries before Cresar
landed in Britain!

In econclusion, then, it must be repeated that
the present Nile-centred policy in Egypt, though
infinitely best for the eountry at this juncture, 18
an artificial one, unnatural to the nation: except
a8 & passing phase; and what may be called the

I Athenmuas, v, B



52 The Value of the Treasury.

Imperial policy is absolutely certain to take its
place in time, although the .ﬁ.ﬂqu—Eg}'ptmn Gov-
ernment, so long as it exists, will do all in its power
to check it. History tells us over and over again
that Syria is the natural dependant of Egypt,
fought for or bargained for with the neighbouring
countries to the north ; that the Sudan is likewiss
8 natural vassal which from time to time revolts
and has to be reconquered ; and that Egypt's most
exposed frontier lies on the north-west, In con-
guering the Budap at the end of the nineteenth
century the Egyptians were but fulfilling their
destiny : it was a mere accident that their arms
were directed againet s Mahdi. In discussing
seriously the situation in the western oases, they
are working upon the precise rules laid down by
history. And if their attention is not turned in
the far future to Syria, they will be defying rules
even more precise,and, in the opinion of those
who have the whole course of Egyptian history
spread befoke them, will but be kicking against
the pricks. Here surely we have an example of
the value of the study of & nation's history, which
is not more nor less than a atudy of its political
tﬂﬂdﬂnmm

Speaking of the relationship of history to poli-
tics, Sir J. Seeley wrote: “'I tell you that when
you study English history, you study not the past
of England only but her future. It is the weliare
of your country, it is your whole interest as citi-
zens, that is in question when you study history.”
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These words hold good when we deal with Egyp-
tian history, and it is our business to learn the
political lessons which the Egyptologist can teach
us, rather than to listen to his dissertations upon
scarabe and blue glaze. Like the astronomers of
old, the Egyptologist studies, as it were, the stars,
and reads the future in them: but it is8 not the
fashion for kings to wait upon his pronouncements
any more! Indeed he reckons in such very long
periods of time, and makes startling statements
about events which probably will not ocour for
very many years to come, that the statesman,
intent upon his task, has some reason to declare
that the study of past ages does not assist him
to deal with urgent affairs. Nevertheless, in all
seriousness, the Egyptologist's study is to be con-
gidered as but another aspect of statecraft, and he
fails in his labours if he does not make this his
point of view.

In his arrogant manner the Egyptologist will
remark that modern politica are of too flesting a
nature to interest him. In answer,] would tell
him that if he sits studying his papyri and his
mummies without regard for the fact that he is
dealing with a nativn still alive, still contributing
its strength to spin the wheel of the world around,
then are his labonrs worthless and his braing mis-
used. 1 would tell him that if his work is paid
for, then ie he a robber if' he gives mo return in
information which will be of practical service to
Egypt in some way or another. The Egyptian
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Government spends, snormous sums each year
upon the preservation of the magnificent relics
of bygone ages—relics for which, I regret to say,
the Egyptians themselves care extremely little.
Is this money spent, then, to amuse the tourist in
the land, or simply to fulfil oblipations to ethical
susceptibilities? No; there is but one justifica-
tion for this very necessary expenditure of public
money—namely, that these relics are regarded, so
to speak, as the school-books of the nation, which
range over a series of subjects from pottery-mak-
ing to politics, from stone-cutting to statecraft.
The future of Egypt may be read upon the walls
of her ancient temples and tombs. Let the
Egyptologist never forget, in the interest and
excitement of his discoveries, what is the real
object of his work.
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CHAPTER IIL

THE NECESZEITY OF ARCHEOLOGY TO TEE
GATETY OF THE WORLD.

WeEN a great man puts a period to his existence
upen earth by dying, he is carefully buried in a
tomb, and a monument is eet up to his glory in
the neighbouring church. He may then be said
to begin his second life, his life in the memory of
the chronicler and historian. After the lapse of
an ®on or two the works of the historian, and per-
chance the tomb itself, are rediscovered ; and the
great man begins his third life, now as a subject
of discussion and controversy amongst archmolo-
pists in the pages of & scientific journal. Tt may
be supposed that the spirit of the great man, not
a little pleased with its second life, has an extreme
distaste for his third. There is a dead atmosphere
about it which sets him yawning as only his grave
yawned before. The charm has been taken from
his deeds; there ie no longer any spring in them.
He must feel towards the archmologist much a= a
young man feels towards his cold-blooded parent
by whom his love affair has just been found out.
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The publie, too, if by chance it comes upon this
archeological jourpal, finds the discussion nothing
more than a mental gjmnaatm, which, as the
reader drops off to sleep, gives bim the impression
that the writer is a man of profound brain capacity,
but, like the remains of the great man of olden
times, as dry as dust.

Tharn is one thing, however, which has been
overlooked. This scientific journal does wot con-
tain the ultimate results of the archmologist's
researches. It contains the researches themselves.
The public, 8o to speak, has been listening to the
pianist playing his morning scales, has been
watching the artist mixing his colours, has been
examining the unshaped block of marble and the
chisele in the sculptor's studio. 1t must be con-
fessed, of course, that the archmologist has so
enjoyed his researches that often the ultimate
result has been overlooked by him. In the case of
Egyptian archsology, for example, there are only
two Egyptologists who have ever set themselves to
write a readable history,! whereas the number of
books which record the facts of the science is legion,

The archmologist not infrequently lives, for a
large part of his time, in & museum, & somewhat
dismal place. He is surrounded by rotting tapes-
tries, decaying bones, crumbling stones, and rusted
or corroded metal objects, His indoor work has
paled his cheek, and his muscles are not like iron
bunds. He stands, often, in the contiguity to an

! Profeasor J. H. Broastod and Bir Gaston Maspero,
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ancient broadsword most fitted to demonstrate the
faot that he could never use it He would prob-
ably be dismissed his curatorship were he to tell of
any dreams which might run in his bead —dreams
of the time when those tapestries hung upon the
walls of barons' banquet-halls, or when those stones
rosa high above the streets of Camelot.

Moreover, those who make researches independ-
ently must needs contribute their results to scien-
tific journals, written in the jargon of the learned.
1 came across & now forgotten journal, a short time
ago, in which an English gentleman, believing
that he' had made a discovery in the provinee of
Eeyptian hieroglyphs, announced it in ancient
Gresk. There would be no supply of such pedantic
swagger were there not a demand for it.

Small wonder, then, that the archmologist is
often represented as partaking somewhat of the
quality of the dust amidst which he works. It is
not necessary here to discuss whether this estimate
is just or not: I wish only to point out its para-
doxical nature.

More than any other science, archmology might
be expected to supply its exponents with stuff
that, like old wine, would fire the blood and
stimulate the senses. The stirring eventa of the
Past must often be reconstructed by the archeolo-
gist with such precision that his prejudices are
aroused, and his sympathies are so enlisted as to
set him fighting with & will under this banner or
under that. The noise of the hardy strife of young
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nations is not yet silenced for him, nor have the
flags and the pennants faded from sight. He has
knowledge of the state seerots of kings, and, all
along the line, is an intimate spectator of the
erowded pageant of history. The caravan-masters
of the elder days, the admirals of the * great green
sea,” the captains of archers, have related their
adventures to him; and he might repeat to you
their stories. Indeed, he has such a tale to tell
that, looking at it in this light, one might expect
his listeners all to be good fighting men and noble
women. It might be supposed that the archmeolo-
gist would gather around him only men who Fave
pleasure in the road that leads over the hills, and
women who have known the delight of the open.
One has heard so often of the * brave days of old "
that the archiologist might well be expected to
have his head stuffed with brave tales and litile
elae,

His range, however, may be wider than this. To
him, perhaps, it has been given to listen to the voice
of the ancient poet, heard as a far-offf whisper ;. to
breathe in forgotten gardens the perfume of long
dead flowers; to contemplate the love of women
whose beauty is all perished in the dust; to hearken
to the sound of the harp and the sistra, to be the
possessor of the riches of historical romance, Dim
armies have battled around him for the love of
Helen ; shadowy captains of sea-going ships have
sung to him through the storm the song of the
eweethearts left behind them ; he has feasted with
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sultans, and kings' goblets have been held to his
lipa ; he has watched Uriah the Hittite seat to the
forefront of the battle,

Thus, were he to offer a story, one might now
suppose that there would gather around him, not
the men of muscle, but & throng of sallow listenars,
a8 improperly expectant as were these who heark-
ened under the moon to the narrations of Boceasein,
or, in old Baghdad, gave ear to the tales of the
thousand and one nights. Ope might suppose
that his audience would be drawn from those
classes most fondly addicted to pleasure, or most
nearly’ representative, in their land and in their
time, of the light-heapted and not unwanton races
of whom he had to tell. For his story might be
expected to be one wherein wine and women and
song found countenance. Even were he to tell of
ancient tragedies and old sorrows, he would still
make his appeal, one might suppose, to gallants
and their mistresses, to sporting men and women
of fashion, just as, in the mournful song of Rosa-
bells, Sir Walter Scott is able to address himself
to the * ladies gay,"” or Coleridge in his sad ** Ballad
of the Dark Ladie™ to * fair maids.”

Who could better arrest the attention of the
coxcomb than the archeologist who bas knowledge
of silks and scents now lest to the living world ?
To the gourmet who could more appeal than the
archaeologist who has made abundant acquaintance
with the forgotten dishes of the East? Who could
so suraly thrill the senses of the courtesan than the
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archeologist who can relate that which was whis-
pered by Anthony in the ear of Cleopatra?! To
the gambler who could be more enticing than the
archeeologist who has seen kings play at dice for
their kingdoms? The imaginative, truly, might
well colleet the most highly disreputable sudience
to listen to the tales of the archeologist.

But no, these are not the people who are anxi-
ous to cateh the pearls which drop from his mouth.
Do statesmen and diplomatists, then, listen to him
who can unravel for them the policies of the Past?
Do business men hasten from Threadneedle Strost
and Wall Street to sit at his feet, that they may
have instilled into them a little of the romance of
ancient money ! T fear not.

Come with me to some provineial town, where
this day Professor Blank is to deliver one of his
archmological lectures at the Town Hall We
are met at the door by the secretary of the
local archeological society : a melancholy lady in
green plush, whe suffers from 8t Vitus's dance.
Gloomily we enter the hall and silently accept the
seats which are indicated to us by an unfortunate
gentleman with a club-foot. In front of ue an
elderly female with short hair is chatting to a very
plain young woman draped like a lay figure. On
the right an emaciated man with a very bad cough
shuffles on his chair; on the left two old grey-
beards grumble to cne another about the weather,
& Bubject which leads up to the familiar ** Mine
catches me in the small of the back™: while
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behind us the inevitable curate, of whose appear-
ance it would be trite to speak, deseribes to an
astonished old lady the recent discovery of the
pelvis of & mastodon.

The professor and the aged chairman step on to
the platform ; and, amidst the profoundest gloom,
the latter rises to pronounce the prefatory rigma-
role, * Archmology,” he says, in a volce of brass,
“is & science which bars its doors to all but the
most erudite ; for, to the layman who has not been
vouchsafed the opportunity of studying the dusty
volumes of the learned, the bones of the dead will
nok reveal their secrsts, nor will the erumbliug
pediments of nacs and cenotaph, the obliterated
tombstones, or the worm-eaten parchments, tell
us their story. To-night, however, we are privi-
leged ; for Professor Blank will open the doors for
us that we may gaze for a moment upon that
solemn charnel - bouse of the Past in which he
has sat for so many loog hours of inductive
meditation.”

And the professor by his side, whose head, per-
haps, was filled with the martial music of the long-
lost hosts of the Lord, or before whose oyes there
swayed the entrancing forms of the dancing-girls
of Babylon, stares horrified from chairman to
audience. He sees érabbed old men and barren
old women before him, afflicted youths and fatuous
maidens ; and he realises at onee that the golden
keys which be possesses to the gates of the treas-
ury of the jewelled Past will not open the doors of
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that charnel-house which they desjre to be shown.
The ecent of the king's roses fades his nostrils,
the Egyptian music which throbbed in his ears is
hushed, the glorions illumination of the Palace of
a Thousand Columns is extinguished ; and in the
gathering gloom we leave him fumbling with &
rusty key at the mildewed door of the Place of
Bones.

Why is it, one asks, that archmology is a thing
80 misunderstood T Can it be that both lecturer
and audience have crushed down that which was
in reality uppermost in their minds: that a shy
search for romance has led these people to the
Town Hall? Or perchance archmology has become
to them something not unlike a vice, and to listen
to an archmological lecture is their remaining
chance of being naughty. It may be that, having
one foot in the grave, they take pleasure in kick-
ing the moss from the surrounding tombstones
with the other; or that, being denied, for one
reason or another, the jovial society of the ]t*nng.
like Robert Southey’s * Scholar” their hopes are
ml:h the dead.

Be the explanation what it ‘may, the fact is
indisputable that archmology is* patronised by
those who know not its real meaning. A man
has no more right to think of the people of old
a8 dust and dead bones than he has to think of
his contemporaries as lumpe of meat. The true
archeologist does not take pleasure in skeletons
as skeletons, for his whole effort is to cover them
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decently with flesh.-and skin once more, and to
put some thoughts back into the empty skulla
He sets himself to hide again the things which
he would not intentionally lay bare. Nor does he
delight in ruined buildings : rather he deplores
that they are ruined. Coleridge wrote like the
trus archeclogist when he composed that most
magical poem * Ehubla Khan"—

“ In Xanada did Ebobla Khan
A atately pleanure-dome decren:
Where Alph, the sacred river, ran
Theough caverns measuraless to man
Ihown to & vanless sen"”

And those who would have the pleasure-domes
of the porgeous Past reconstructed for them must
turn to the archmologist; those who would see
the damsel with the dulcimer in the  gardens of
Xanadu must ask of him the secret, and of none
other. It is true that, before bhe can refashion
the dome or the damsel, he will bave to grub his
way through old refuse heaps till he shall lay bare
the ruins of the walls and expose the bones of
'HI'E' lady. But thm 18 the “dirty work"™; and the
mata.ka which is made lies here: that this pre-
liminary dirty work is confused with the final
clean result. An artist will sometimes build up
his picture of Venus from a skeleton bought from
an old Jew round the corner; and the smooth
white paper which he uses will bave been made
from putrid rags and bones. Amongst painters
themeelves these facts are not hiddem, but by
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the public they are most earefully obscured. In
the ease of archmeology, however, the tedious
details of construction are so placed in the fore-
ground that the final picture iz bardly noticed
at all. As well might one go to Rheims to see
men fly, and be shown nothing slse but screws
and nuts, steel rods and cog-wheels, Originally
the fault, perhaps, lay with the archmclogist ; now
it lies both with him and with the publiec. The
public has learnt to ask to be shown the works,
and the archeclogist ie often so proud of them
that be forgets to mention the purpoee of the
machine,

A Roman statue of bronze, let us suppose, is
discovered in the Thames valley. It is so cor-
roded and eaten away that only an expert could
recognise that it represents a reclining goddess.
In this condition it is placed in the museum, and
a photograph of it 18 published in ‘ The Graphic.’
Those who come to look at it in its pluss case
think it is a bunch of grapes, or possibly a
monkey ; those who see its photograph say that
it is more probably an irregular catapult-stone or
a fish in convulsions.

The archmologist alone holds ite secret, and
only he can see it as it was. He alope can
know the mind of the artist who made it, or
interpret the full meaning of the conception. It
might have been expected, then, that the public
would demand, and the archmologist delightedly
furnieh, & model of the figure as near to the
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original as possible; or, failing that, a restoration
in drawing, or even & worded description of its
original bsauty. But no: the publie, if it wants
anything, wanta to see the shapeless object in
all its corrosion: and the archeologist forgets
that it is blind to sught elsa but that corrosion.
One of the main duties of the archmologist is
thus lost sight of: his duty as Interpreter and
Remembrancer of the Past.

All the riches of olden times, all the majesty,
all the power, are the inheritance of the present
day ; and the archmologist is the recorder of this
fortuae. ' He must deal in dead bones only so far
as the keeper of a financial fortune must deal in
dry documents. Behind those documents glitters
the gold, and behind those bones shines the
wonder of the things that were. And when an
object once beautiful has by age become unsightly,
one might suppose that he would wish to show
it to none save his colleagues or the reasonably
curious layman, When & man makes the state-
ment that his grandmother, now in her ninety-
ninth year, was once a beautiful woman, he does
not go and find her to prove his words and
bring her tottering into the room: he shows a

it of her as shea was; or, il he cannot

find one, he describes what good evidence tells

him was her probable appearance. In allow-

ing his controlled and sober imagination thus

to perform its natural functions, though it would

pever do to tell his grandmother so, he be-
E
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comes an archmologist, a remembrancer of the
Past.

In the case of archmology, however, the public
does not permit itself so to be convinced. In the
Ashmolean Musenm at Oxford excellent facsimile
electrotypes of early Greek weapons are exhibited;
and thess have far more value in bringing the
Past before us than the actual weapons of that
period, corroded and broken, would have. But
the visitor eays, “These are shams,” and passes on.

It will be seen, then, that the business of
archieology is often misunderstood both by arche-
ologists and by the public; and that the=e is
really no reason to believe, with Thomas Earle,
that the real antiguarian loves a thing the
better for that it is rotten and stinketh, That
the impression has gone about is his own fault,
for he has exposed too much to view the mechan-
ism of bis work; but it is also the fault of the
publie for not asking of him & picture of things
as they were.

Man is by nature a creature of the present.
It is only by an effort that he can consider the
future, and it is often quite impossible for him
to give any heed at all to the Past. The daye
of old are s0 blurred and remote that it seems
right to him that any relic from them should,
by the maltreatment of Time, be unrecognisable.
The finding of an old eword, half-eaten by rust,
will only please him in so far as it shows him
onee more by its sad condition the great gap
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between those days and these, and convinces him
again of the sole importance of the present. The
archmologist, he will tell you, is a fool if he
expects him to be interested in a wretched old
bit of serap-iron. He is right. It would be as
rash to suppose that he would find interest in
an ancient sword in ite rusted condition as it
would be to expect the spectator at Rhbeims to
find fascination in the puts aod screws. The
true archeologist would hide thai corroded weapon
in his workshop, where his fellow-workers alone
eould see it. For he recognises that it is only
the *sword which is as good as new that im-
presses the public; it-ds only the Present that
counts. That is the real reason why he is an
~archeeologist. He has turned to the Past because
he is in love with the Present. He, more than
any man, worships at the altar of the goddess
of To-day; and he is so desirous of extending
her dominion that he has adventured, like a
crusader, into the lands of the Past in order to
subject them to her. Adoring the Now, he would
resent the publicity of anything which so obviously
suggested the Then as a rust-eaten old blade.
His whole business is to hide the gap between
Yesterday and To-day; and, unless a man is
initiate, he would have him either ses the perfect
sword a8 it was when it sought the foeman's
bowels, or see nothing. The Present is too small
for him; and it is therefore that he calls so
insistently to the Past to come forth from the
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darkness to augment it. The ordinary man lives
in the Present, and he will tell one that the
archeologist lives in the Past. This is not so.
The layman, in the manner of the Little Eng-
lander, lives in a smell aod confined Present;
but the archmologist, like a true Imperialist,
ranges through all time, and calls it not the
Past but the Greater Present.

The archmologist is not, or ought mot to be,
lacking in vivacity. One might say that he is
s0 sensible to the charmse of society that, finding
his companions too few in number, he hag drawn
the olden times to him to search them for jovial
men and agreeable womea. It might be added
that he has eo laughed at jest and joke that,
fearing lest the funds of humour run dry, be has
gathered the laughter of all the years to his
enrichment. Certainly he has so delighted in
noble adventurs and stirring action that he finds
his newspaper insufficient to his needs, and fetches
to his aid the tales of old heroes. In fact, the
archaologist 18 8o enamoured of life that he would
raige all the dead from their graves. He will not
have it that the men of old are dust: he would
bring them to bim to share with him the sun-
light which he finds so precious. He is s0o much
an enemy of Death and Decay that he would
rob them of their harvest; and, for every life
that the foe has claimed, he would raise up, if
he could, & memory that would continue to live.

The meaning of the heading which has been
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given to this chapter is now becoming eclear, and
the direction of the argument is already apparent.
So far it has been my purpose to show that the
archmologist is not a rag-and-bone man, though
the public generally thinks he is, and he often
thinks he is himself. The attempt has been made
to suggest that archmology ought not to consist
in sitting in a charnel-house amongst the dead,
but rather in ignoring that place and taking the
bones into the light of day, decently clad in flesh
and finery. It has now to be shown in what
manner this parading of the Past is needful to
the, gaiety of the Present,

Amongst cultured people whose social position
makes it difficult for them to dance in circles on
the grass in order to express or to stimulate their
gaiety, and whose school of deportment will not
permit them to sing a merry song of sixpence
a8 they trip down the streets, there is some
danger of the fire of merriment dying for want
of fuel. Vivacity in printed books, therefore, has
been encouraged, so that the mind at least, if
not the body, may skip about and clap its hands.
A portly gentleman with & solemn facs, reading
his * Punch’ in the club, is, after all, giving play
to precisely thuﬂa same humours which in ancient
days might have led him, like Georgy Porgy, to
kiss the girls or to perform any other merry joke.
It is necessary, therefors, ever to emlarge the
stock of things humorous, vivacious, or rousing,
if thoughts are to be kept young and eyes
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bright in this age of restraint. What would
Yuletide be without the olden times to bolater
it? What would the Christmas numbers do
without the pictures of our great-grandparents’
coaches snow-bound, of buntsmen of the eighteenth
century, of jesters at the courts of the barons?
What should we do without the * Vicar of Wake-
field,’ the 'Compleat Angler,’ * Pepys' Diary,' and
all the rest of the ancient books? And, going
back & few centuries, what an amount we should
miss had we not “Fsop's Fables,' the * Odyssey,’
the tales of the Trojan War, and so on, It is
from the archmologist that one must expect the
augmentation of this supply; and just in that
degres in which the existing supply is really a
necessary part of our equipment, so archmology,
which looks for more, is necessary te our gaiety.

In order to keep his intellect undulled by the
routine of his dreary work, Matthew Arnold was
wont to write a few lines of poetry each day.
Poetry, like music and song, is an effective dis-
peller of care ; and those who find Omar Khayyam
or “In Memoriam " incapable of removing the
burden of their woes, will no doubt sppreciate
the * Owl and the Pussy-cat,” or the Bab Ballads.
In some form or other verse and song are closely
linked with happiness; and a ditty from any age
bas its interest and its charm.

“Bha guees ot the star sbove:

I would I woro the skios,
Thst I might gaze upon my love
With suach & theusand eyes )™
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That is probably from the Gresk of Plato, a
writer who is not much read by the public at
large, and whoae works are the legitimate property
of the antiquarian. It suffices to show that it is
not only to the moderns that we bave to look
for dainty verse that is conducive to s light
heart. The following lines are from the ancient

Egyptian :—

* Whils in my room I la all day
In pain that will net poss away,
The neighbours come and go.
Ah, if with them my darling cama
The dootors wonld be put to shame:
She understands my woe."”

Such examples might be multiplied indefinitely ;
and the reader will admit that there is as much
of s lilt about those which are here quoted as there
is about the majority of the ditties which he has
hummed to himself in his hour of contentment.
Here is Philodemus’ deseription of his mistress’s
charms —

* My lady-love is emall and brown ;

My lady's akin in saft ns down ;

Hor bair like parseley twisis and forns ;
Her voice with magic passion burpa. . . .

And here is an ancient Egyptian's description of
not very dissimilar phenomens :—

" A damsol sweok unto the sight,
A muid of whom no like there is;
Black are her tresses ns the night,
And blacker than the blackberriea”

Does mot the archmologist perform a service



2 The Value of the Treasury.

to his contemporaries by eearching out such
rhymes and delving for more? They bring with
them, moreover, o subile & suggestion of bygone
romance, they are backed hynnfa.irumnnnf
Athenian luxury or Theban splendour, that they
possess & charm not often felt in modern verse.
If it is argued that there is no need to increase
the present supply of such ditties, since they are
really quite uneseential to our gaiety, the answer
may be given that no pation and no period bas
ever found them unessential; and a light heart
has been expressed in this manner sines man came
down from the trees.

Let us turn now to another consideration. For
a man to be light of heart he must have confi-
dence in humanity, He cannot greet the morn
with a smiling countenance if he believes that
he and his fellows are slipping down the broad
path which leads to destruction. The archmologist
never despairs of mankind ; for he has seen nations
rize and fall till be is almost giddy, but he knows
that there has never been a general deterioration,
He realises that though a great nation may suffer
defeat and annibilation, it is possible for it to go
down in such & thunder that the talk of it
stimulates other nations for all time. He sees,
if any man ecan, that all things work together for
happiness, He has observed the cycle of events,
the good years and the bad ; and in an evil time
he is comforted by the knowledge that the good
will presently roll round again. Thus the lesson
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which he can teach is 8 very real necessity to
that contentment of mind which lies at the root
of all gaiety.

Again, 2 man cannot be permanently bappy
unless he has & just semse of proportion. He
who is too big for his boots must needs limp;
and he whe has a swollen head is in perpetual
discomfort. The history of the lives of men, the
history of the nations, gives one a fairer sense
of proportion than does almost any other study.
In the great company of the men of old be cannot
fail to assess his true value : if he has any eonceit
thers is a greater than he to snub him; if he haa
a poor opinion of his powers there is many a fool
with whom to contrast himself favourably. 1If
he would risk his fortuns on the epinning of a
coin, being aware of the prevalence of his good-
luek, archmology will tell him that the best luck
will changa’ or if, when in sore straits, he asks
whether ever a man was so unlucky, archmology
will answer him that many millions of men have
been more unfavoured than he.  Archeology
provides a precedent for almost every event or
occurrence where modern inventions are not io-
volved ; and, in this manner, ome may reckon
their value and determine their trend. Thus
many of the small worries which eause so leaden
a weight to lis upon the heart and mind are by
the archeologist ignored ; and many of the larger
calamities by him are met with serenity.

But not only does the archemologist learn to
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estimate himself and his actions: he learns also
to see the relationship in which his life stands
to tho course of Time, Without archmology &
man may be disturbed lest the world be about
to come to an end: after a study of history be
knows that it has only just begun; and that
paiety which is said to have obtained *“when the
world was young” is to him, therefore, a present
condition. By studying the ages the archaologist
learns to reckon in units of a thousand years ; and
it is only then that that little unit of threescore-
and-ten falle into its proper proportion. A
thousand ages in Thy sight are like an evening
gone,” says the hymn, brt it is only the archmolo-
rist who knows the meaning of the words; and
it is only he who can explain that great discrep-
ancy in the Christian faith between the statement
“ Behold, I come quickly” and the actual fact.
A man who knows where he is in regard to his
fellows, and realises where he stands in regard
to Time, has learnt & lesson of archmology which
is a8 necossary to his peace of mind as his peace
of mind 18 necessary to his gaiety.

It is not needful, however, to continue to point
out the many ways in which archeclogy may be
shown to be necessary to happiness. The reader
will have eomprebended the trend of the argu-
ment, and, if he be in sympathy with it, he will
not be unwilling to develop the theme for him-
sell, Only one point, therefore, nesd here be taken
up. It has been reserved to the end of this



Necessity of Archzology to the World. 75

chapter, for, by its nature, it closes all arpumenta
1 refer to Death.

Death, as we watch it around us, is the black
menace of the heavens which darkens every man's
day; Death, coming to our peighbour, puis a
period to our merry-making ; Death, seen close
beside us, calls a halt in our march of pleasure
But let those who would wrest her victory from
the grave turn to a study of the Past, where
all is dead yet still lives, and they will find that
the horror of life's cessation is materially lessened.
To thoee who are familiar with the course of his-
tory; Death seems, to some extent, but the happy
solution of the dilemma .of life. So many men
have weleomed its coming that one bemns to feel
that it cannot be so very terrible. Of the death
of a certain Pharaoh an apcient Egvptian wrote :
“He poes to heaven like the hawks, and bis
feathers are like those of the geese; he rushes
at heaven like a crane, he kisses heaven like the
falcon, he leaps to heaven like the locust”; and
we who read these words can feel that to rush
eagerly at heaven like the crane would be a
mighty fine ending of the pother. Archmology,
and especially Egyptology, in this respect is a
bulwark to those who find the faith of their
fathers wavering; for, after much study, the
triumphant assertion which is so0 often found in
Egyptian tombs—*Thou dost not come dead to
thy sepulchre, thou comest living "—begins to
take hold of the imagination. Death has been
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the parent of so much goodness, dying men bave
cut such a dash, that one looks at it with an
awakening interest. Even if the sense of the
misfortune of death is uppermost in an archeeclo-
gist's mind, he may find not a little comfort in
having before him the example of so many good
men, who, in their hour, have fuced that great
calamity with squared shoulders.

“When Death comes,” says a certain sage of
ancient Egypt, ** it seizes the babe that is oo the
breast of ite mother as well as he that has become
an old man. When thy messenger comes to carry
thee away, be thou found by him ready” Why,
here is our chance; hege is the opportunity for
that flourish which modesty, throughout our life,
has forbidden to uws! John Tiptoft, Earl of
Worcester, when the time came for him to lay
his head upon the block, bade the executioner
emite it off with three strokes as a courtesy to
the Holy Trinity. King Charles the Second, as
he lay upon his death-bed, apologised to those
who stood around him for “ being such an un-
conscionable time adying.” The story is familiar
of Napoleon's aide-de-camp, whe, when be had
been ssked whether he were wounded, replied,
“Not wounded : killed,” and thereupon expired.
The Past 18 full of such incidenta; and so inspiring
are they that Death comes to be regarded as a
moat stirring adventure. The archmologist, too,
better than any other, knows the vastness of the
dead men's majority: and if, like the ancients,
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he believes in the Elysian fields, where no death
is and decay is unknown, he alone will realise
the excellent nature of the company into which
he will there be introduced.

There is, however, far more ]wmg going on in
the world than djrmg, and there is more happinesa
(thanks be!) than sorrow. Thus the archmologist
has a great deal more of pleasure than of pain
to give to us for our enrichment. The reader
will here enter an objection. He will say : * This
may be true of archmology in genersl, but in the
case of Epyptology, with which we are here mostly
concerned, he surely has to deal with a sad and
golemn people.” The answer will be found in the
next chapter. No nation in the worlds history
has been so gay, so light-bearted as the ancient
Egyptians; and Egyptology furnishes, perbaps,
the most convincing proofl that archmology is, or
ghould be, & merry science, very necessary to the
gaiety of the world. I defy a man suffering from
his liver to understand the old Egyptians; I defy
s man who does not appreciate the pleasure of
life to make anything of them. Egyptian arche-
ology presents a pageant of such brilliancy that
the archmologist is often carried along by it as
in & dream, down the valley and over the hills,
till, Past blending with Present, and Preseot with
Future, he finds himself led to a kind of Islund
of the Blest, where death is forgotten and only
the joy of life, and life's good deeds, still remain ;
where pleasure - domes, and all the ancient
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“miracles of rare device," rse into the air from
above the flowers; and where the damsel with
the duleimer beside the running stream sings to
him of Mount Abora and of the old herces of the
elder days. If the Egyptologist or the archsolo-
gist could revive within him one-hundredth part
of the elusive romance, the delicate gaiety, the
gubtle humour, the int.angih]ﬂ tenderness, the un-
speakable goodness, of much that is to be found
in his province, cne would have to ery, like
Coleridge—
“ Beoware, bowara |
Weave & cirele roond bim thrice,
And close your eyea with holy dread,

For be on honey-d+w hath fed,
Apd drunk the milk of Paradise”
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thisnder in the hills Whess ths lightning fadhes wilbout harming, to
Light the way to women stealing ip the decksew o mescting with Lheir
levers, und the ruinbow bangs for ever Hhe an cpal on the dark bloe cartain
of ke cload. Where, on the meonlit pools of eryaial palsces, pairs of lovers
Lugh at the reflection of each otber's love-aick faces |n gobies of el wine,
breathing, sa they drink, air heavy with the fragrases of the modal, wafisd
oo the breetes [rom the moustsin of the scath, Where they play asd pelt
each other with ememlds aod rubies, fetched st the chorning of the cotan
from the bottom of the sea.  Whers rivemn, whoss sods wre always golden,
flow showly pass bong lines of sibest craoes that buot for silver fishes in the
ruakes on the lankse  Whets @men are trioe, sod maidens lore for ever, snd
the lovas mever fades, F. W. Barx 1 4 Hnfer of the Dawmn,



CHAPTER IV.

THE TEMPERAMEKRT OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTLAME.

A ceErTAIN school geograpby book, nmow out of
date, condenses its remarks upon the character of
our Gallic cousins into the following pregnant
eenténce : ** The French are a gay and frivolous
nation, fond of daocing: and red wine" The
deseription would so nearly apply to the ancient
inhabitants of Egypt, that its adoption here as a
‘text to this chapter cannot be said to be extra-
vagant. The unbiassed inquirer into the affairs of
ancient Egypt must discover ultimately, and per-
hape to his regret, that the dwellers on the Nile
were a ' gay and frivolous people,” festive, light-
hearted, and mirthful, ** fond of dancing and red
wine,” and pledged to all that is brilliant in life,
Thers are very many people, naturally, who hold
to those views which their forefathers held before
them, and picture the Egryptiaps as a sombre,
gloomy people; replete with thoughts of Death
and of the more melancholy aspect of religion;
burdened with the menacing presence of & multi-
tude of horrible gods and demons, whose priests
demanded the erection of vast temples for their
F
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appeassment; having little joy of this Jife, and'
much uneasy conjecture about the next; making
entertainment in solemn gatherings and ponderous
fensts ; and holding merriment in holy contempt.
Of the five startling classee into which the die-
tionary divides the human temperament, namely,
the bilious or choleric, the phlegmatic, the san-
guine, the melancholio, and the nervous, it is
probable that the first, the second, and the fourth
would be those migned to the ancient Egyptians
‘by these people. This view is 8o entirely false that
one will be forgiven if, in the attempt to dissolve
it, the gaiety of the race is thrust before the
reader with too little extenuation. The sanguine,
and perhaps the nervous, are the classes of tem-
perament under which the Egyptians must be
docketed. It cannot be denied that they were an
industrious and even & strenuous people, that they
indulged in the most serious thoughts, and at-
tempted to study the moest complex problems of
life, and that the ceremonial side of their religion
occupied a large part of their time. But there is
abundant evidence to show that, like their descan-
dents of the present day, they were one of the
Jeast gloomy people of the world, and that they
took their duties in the most buoyant maoner,
allowing as much sunshine to radiate through
their minde as shone from the cloudless Egyptian
skies upon their dazzling country.

It is curiously interesting to notice how general
is the present belief in the solemnity of this ancient
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race’s gttitude towards existence, and how little
their real character is appreciated. Already the
reader will be protesting, perhaps, that the appli-
eation of the geographer's summary ‘of French
characteristics to the ancient Egyptians lessens in
no wise its ridiculousness, but rather increases it.
Let the protest, however, be held back for & while.
Even if the Egyptians were not always frivolous,
they were always uncommonly gay, and any slight
exaggeration will be pardoned in view of the fact
that old prejudices have to be viclently overturned,
and the stigma of melancholy and pmda.mm
sob.iety torn from the national name. It would
be a matter of little surpsise to some good persons
if the products of excavation in the Nile Valley
consisted largely of antique black kid gloves

Like many other nations the ancient Egyptians
rendered mortuary service to their ancestors, and
solid tomb-ehapels had to be constructed in honour
of the more important dead. Both for the purpose
of preserving the mummy intact, and also in order
to keep the ceremonies going furuirmga. period
of time as possible, these chapels were constructed
in & most substantial manner, and many of them
have withstood successfully the siege of the years.
The dwelling-houses, on the other hand, were
seldom delivered from father to son; but, as in
modern Egypt, each grandee built a palace for
himself, designed to Jast for & lifetime only, and
hn.rd]jr one of these mansions still exists even as
a ruin.
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Moreover the tombs were constructed in the dry
desert or in the solid hillside, whereas the dwelling-
houses were situated on the damp earth, where
they had little chance of remaining undemolished.
And so it is that the main part of our knowledge
of the Egyptians is derived from a study of their
tombe and mortuary temples, How falss would be
our estimate of the character of a modern nation
were we to glean our information solely from its
churchyard inscriptions!| We should know abso-
lutely nothing of the frivolous side of the life of
those whose barve bones lie beneath the gloomy
declaration of their Christian virtues. If will be
realised how sincere was the light-heartedness
of the Egyptians when it iz remembered that
almost everything in the following record of their
gaicties is derived from a study of the tombs, and
of objects found therein.

Light-heartedness is the key.note of the ancient
philosophy of the country, and in this assertion
the veader will, in most cases, find cause for sur-
prise. The Greek travellers in Egypt, who re-
turned to their native land impressed with the
wonderful mysticism of the Egyptians, committed
their amazement to paper, and eo led off that
feeling of awed reverence which is felt for the
philosophy of Pharaoh's subjects. But in their
case there was the presence of the priests and
wise men eloquently to baffle them into the state
of respect, and there were a thousand unwritten
arguments, comments, articles of faith, and con-
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troverted points of doctrine heard from the mouths
of the believers, to surprise them into & reverential
attitude. But we of the present day have left to
us only the more outward and visible remains of
the Egyptians. There are only the fundamental
doctrines to work on, the more penetrating notes
of the harmony to listen to. Thus the outline of
the philosophy is able to be studisd without any
complication, and we have no whxrhgjg of priestly
talk to confuse it. Examined in this way, working
only from eold stones and dry papyri, we are con-

fronted with the old “ Eat, drink, and be merry,”
which is at once the happiest and most danger-
ous philosophy conceived by man. It is to be
noticed that this way of looking at lifs is to be
found in Egypt from the earliest times down to
the period of the Greek occupation of the country;
and, in fact, until the present day. That is to say,
it was a philosophy inborn in the Egyptian,—a
part of his nature.

Imhotep, the famous philosopher of Dynasty IIL,
about m.C. 3000, said to his disciples: ** Behold the
dwellings of the dead. Their walls fall down, their
place i1s no more; they are as though they had
never existed " ; and he drew from this the lesson
that man is soon done with and forgotten, and that
therefore his life should be as happy as possible.
To Imhotep must be attributed the earliest known
exbortation to man to resign himself to his candle-
end of a life, and to the inevitable enuffing-out to
come, and to be merry while yet he may. There
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is & poem, dating from about B.0. 2000, from which
the following is taken :—

“Walk after thy heart's dosire so long as thou livest. Put
myrrh on thy head, clothe thyself in fine linen, anoint thy-
sell with the true marvels of God. . . . Let not thy hears'
concern itsell, until there cometh to thes thet great day of
lamentation. Yel ha who ia &t rest can hear oot thy com-
pleint, and he who les in the tomb can understand oot thy
wetping. Therefore, with smiling face, let thy days be
happy, and rest not therein. For no man carrieth his poods
sway with bim; "0, no man returneth again who is gone
thither.”

Apain, we have the same sentiments espressed
in & tomb of about B.c, 1350, belonging to & certain
Neferhotep, a priest of Amen. It is quoted on
page 235, and here we need only note the ending :

“ Comea, songs end music are before thee. Set behind thee

gll cares; think only upon gladness, until that day cometh
whereon thon shalt go down to the land which loveth
silenge,"
A Ptolemaic inscription quoted more fully towards
the end of this chapter reads : * Follow thy desire
by night and by day. Put not care within thy
heart.”

The ancient Eryptian peasants, like their modern
descendants, were fatalists, and a happy careless.
ness seems to have softemed the strenucusness
of their daily tasks. The peasants of the present
day in Egypt so lack the initistive to develop
the scope of their industries that their life cannot
be said to be strenuous. In whatever work they
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undertake, however, they show a wonderful de

of cheerfulness, and & fine disregard for misfortune,
Their forefathers, similarly, went through their
labours with a song upon their lips. In the tombs
at Sakkira, dating from the Old Empire, there are
scenes representing flocks of goats treading in the
seed on the newly-sown ground, and the imacrip-

tions give tl:a song which the goat-herds sing :—

“The gﬂlt-hani is in the water with the fishos —
Hea apeaks with the nar-fish, he talks with the pile;
F‘r&mlhu‘lulujnwgmt-hard FoTr g;mhuﬂh!mmth

wonk,"”
The meaning of the words is not known, of course,
but the song seems to have been a popular one.
A more comprehensible ditty is that sung to the
oxen by their driver, which dates from the New
Empire :—
" Thresh out for yourselves, v oxon, thresh out for yourselves.
Thresh out the stmw for your food, and the graim for yoar
maktarn,
Tho mok rest yourenlves, for it is cool to-day.”

Some of the love-songs have been preserved
from destruction, and these throw much light upon
the subject of the Egyptian temperament. A
number of songs, supposed to have been sung by
a girl to ber lover, form themselves into a collec-
tion entitled *“The beautiful and gladsome songs
of thy sister, whom thy heart loves, as she walks
in the fields.” The girl is supposed to belong
to the peasant class, and most of the verses are
sung whilst she is at per daily oecupation of snar-
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ing wild duck in the marshes, One must imagine
the songs warbled without any particular refrain,
just as in the cass of the modern Egyptians,
who pour out their aocient tales of love and
adventure in & series of bird-like cadences, full-
throated, and ofien wonderfully melodious. A
peculiar sweetness and tenderness will be noticed
in the following examples, and though they suffer
in translation, their airy lightness and refinement
18 to be distinguished. One characteristic song,
addressed by the girl to her lover, runs—

* Caught by the worm, the wild duck eries.
But in tha love-light of thine eyes
I, trembling, lopas the trap, So fjes
The bira into the air,
What will my angry mothor soy 1
With basket full I ¢ome ench day,
But now thy love hath led mo stray,
And I have st no snare.”

Again, in a somewhat similar strain, she sings—

“The wild duck scolter far, and now
Agunin they light upan the boogh
And ery uoto their kind ;
Anon they gather oo the mere—
Bat yot unharmed I leave them thers,
For love hoth filled my mind.

Another song must be given here in prose form.
The girl who sings it is supposed to be making
a wreath of flowers, and as she works she
cTies—

“I am thy first sister, and to me thou art es & garden
which I have planted with flowers and all sweet-smelling
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horbs, Apd 1 have directed a cansl into it, that thou
mightest dip thy hand into it when the morth wind blows
cool. The place is beautiful where we walk, becanse we
walk together, thy hand resting within mine, our mind
thoughtful and oor heart joyfol. It is intoxicating to me
to hear thy voice, yet my lile depends upon hearing it
Whenever I seo thee it is better to me than food and
drink."” '

Une more song must be quoted, for it is so
artless and so full of human tenderness that I may
risk the accusation of straying from the main
argument in repealing it. It runs:—

" The breath of thy noetrile alons

Ip that which maketh my heart to live,
I found thes:

God prant thes to me

For ever and ever.”
It is really paioful to thiok of thess words as
having fallen from the lips of what is now & resin-
smelling lump of bones and hardened flesh, perhapa
still unearthed, perbaps lying in some museum
show-case, or perhaps kicked about in fragments
over the hot sand of some tourist-crowded necro-
polis. Mummies are the most lifeless objects one
could well imagine, * It is impossible even for those
whose imaginations are most powerful, to infuse
life into a thing so utterly dead as an em-
balmed body; and this fact is partly responsible
for that atmosphere of stark, melancholy, sobriety
and aloofness which surrounds the affairs of ancient
Egypt. In reading these verses, it is imperative
for their right understanding that the mummies
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and their resting-places should be banished from
the thonghts. It is not always & simple matter
for the student to rid himself of the atmosphere
of the museum, where the beads which should
be jengling on & brown neck are lying numbered
and labelled on red velvet; where the bird-trap,
once the centre of such feathered commotion, is
propped up in a pglass case as “D, 18,432";
and where even the decument in which the verses
arg written is the lawful booty of the grammarian
and philologist in the library. But it is the first
duty of an archwologist to do away with that
atmosphera,

Let those who are untrammelled then, pass
out into the sunshine of the Hoyptian fields and
marshes, where the wild duck ery to each other
as they scuttls through the tall reeds. Here in
the early morning comes our songstress, and one
may see her as clearly as one can that Shulamite
of King Soclomon's day, who has had the good
fortune to belong to a land where stones and
bones, being few in number, do not endanger
the atmosphere of the literature. One may see
her, her bair moving in the breeze “as a flock
of goats that appear from Mount Gilead™; her
teath white * as a flock of shorn sheep which came
up from the washing," and her lips * like a thread
of scarlet.” Through such imaginings alone can
one appreciate the songs, or realise the lightness
of the manner in which they were sung,

With such a happy view of life amongst the
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upper classes as is indicated by their philosophy,
and with that merry dmpuiitmﬂ amongst the
peasanta which shows itself in their love of song,
it is Dot surprising to find that asceticism is

y unknown in ancient Egypt before the
time of Chnat. At first sight, in reflecting on
the mysteries and religious ceremonies of the
nation, we are apt to endow the prieata and
other participators with & degree of austerity
wholly unjustified by facts. We picture the
priest chaoting his formule in the dim light of
the temple, the atmosphers about him heavy with
incengs ; and we imagine him as an anchorite who
has put away the things of this world. But in
reality there ssems to have been not even such
a thing as a celibate amongst the priests. Each
man had his wife and his family, his house, and
his comforts of food and fine linen. He indulged
in the usual pastimes and was present at the
merriest of feastea The famous wise men and
magicians, such as Uba-ans of the Westear
Papyrus, had their wives, their parks, their plea-
sure-pavilions, and their hosts of servants. Great
dignitaries of the Amon Church, such 28 Amen-
hotopsase, the Second Prophet of Amen in the
time of Thutmosis IV., are represented as feasting
with their friends, or driving through Thebes in
richly-decorated chariots drawn by prancing horses,
and attended by an array of servants. A monastie
life, or the life of an aochorite, was beld by the
Egyptians in scorn ; and indeed the state of mind
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which produces the monk and the hermit was
almost entirely unknown to the nation in dynastic
timea. It was only in the Ptolemaic and Roman
periods that asceticiem came to be practised ; and
some have thought that its introduction into Egypt
i to be attributed to the preaching of the Hindoo
missionaries sent from India to the court of the
Ptolemies. It is not really an Egyptian char-
acteristic ; and its practice did.not last for more
than a few centuries.

The religious teachings of the Egyptians before
the Ptolemaic era do not suggest that the morti-
fication of the flesh was a possible means of -puri-
fying the spirit. An appeal to the senses and to
the emotions, however, was considered as a legiti-
mate method of reaching the soul. The Egyptians
were passionately fond of ceremonial display. Their
huge temples, painted as thev were with the most
britliant colours, formed the setting of processions
and ceremonies in which musie, rhythmie motion,
and colour were brought to a point of excellence.
In honour of some of the gods dances were con-
ducted ; while eelebrations, such as the fantastie
Feast of Lamps, were held on the anniversaries
of religious events. In these gorgeously spec-
tacular ceremonies there was no place for anything
sombra or austere, nor could they have been con-
ceived by any but the most life-loving tempera-
ments.

As in his religious functions, so in his home,
the Egyptian regarded brilliancy and festivity
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as an edification. When in trouble or distresa,
he was wont to relieve his mind as readily by
an appeal to the vanities of this world as by an
invocation of the powers of Heaven. Thus, when
King Bpeferu, of Dypasty IV., was o

with the cares of state, his councillor Zazamankh
constructed for him a pleasure boat which was
rowed around a lake by the most beautiful
damesls obtainable. And again, when Wenamon,
the envoy of Herhor of Dynasty XXT., had fallen
into trouble with the pirates of the Mediterranean,
his depression was banished by a gift of a daneing-
girl, ¥wo vessels of wine, a young goat of tender
flesh, and a message which rpad—* Eat and drink,
aud let not thy beart feel apprebension.”

An intense craving for brightness and cheerful-
ness i8 to be observed on all sides, and the attempt
to cover every action of life with a kind of lustre
is perhaps the mest apparent characteristic of the
race. At all times the Egyptians decked them-
selves with flowers, and rich aod poor alike
breathed what they called *the sweet north
wind" through a screen of blossoms. At their
feasts and festivals each guest was presented
with necklaces and crowns of lotus-flowers, and
a epecially selected bouguet was carried in the
hands. Constantly, as the hours passed, fresh
flowers were brought to them, and the guests
are shown in the tomb paintings in the act of
burying their noses in the delicate petals with
an air of luxury which even the conventionalities
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of the draughtsman cannot hide. In tha women's
hair & flower was pinned which hung' down befors
the forehead ; and & cake of cintment, concocted
of some sweet-amelling unguent, was so arranged
upon the head that, as it slowly melted, it re-
perfumed the flower. Complete wreaths of flowers
were sometimes worn, and this was the ocustom as
much in the dress of the home as in that of the
feast. The common people also arrayed them-
selves with wreaths of lotuses at all gales and
carnivals. The room in which. a feast was held
was decorated lawishly with flowers. Blossoms
crept up the delicate pillars to the roof; gar-
lands twined themselves around the tables and
about the jars of wine; and single buds lay in
every dish of food. Even the dead were decked
in their tombe with a mass of flowers, as though
the wourners would hide with the living delights
of the earth the misery of the grave.

The Egyptian loved his garden, and filled it
with all manner of beautiful flowers, Great
parks were laid out by the Pharachs, and it is
recorded of Thutmosis IIT. that he brought back
from his Asiatic campaigns vast quantities of rare
planta with which to beautify Thebes. Festivals
were béld at the season when the flowers were
in full bloom, and the light-hearted Egyptian
did not fail to make the flowers talk to him, in
the imagination, of the delights of life. In one
case a fig-tree 18 made call to a passing
maiden to come into its 51-.3@



HAASIJE AVHIY =" SUNan 1= jo a0
gy oodln 1.._.4_.._1“ R J] CERERD COCE P Ul SR SAamOp] PEN SEATN J0 Pl g

g by o b gy

I, 1%,



Temperament of ‘Ancient Egyptians: gg

“Come,” it says, “and spend thie festal day, and to-
morrow, and the day alter to-morrow, sitting in my shndow,
Lot thy lover sit ot thy side, and lot bins drink. . . . Thy
servants will come with tho dinner-things—they will Lring
drink of every kind, with sll mmnper of cakes, lowers of
yesterday and of to-day, sad all kiuds of refreshivg fruic”

Thun this one could hardly find & more convineing
indication of the gaisty of the Egyptian tempern-
ment. In the eightecnth and nineteenth centuries
AD. the people were su uppressed that auy display
of luxury was discournged, and » huppy smile
brought the tax-gotherer to the door to asceriain
whether it was due to financial prosperity. But
the carrving of Auwers, and other indications of
& kind of unworried contentmeat, are now ayrain
becopung appurent oo all sides

The wilection displayed by the Egyptiaps for
bright colours would alone indicate that their
wmperatnent was not melancholic.  The houses
of the rich were painted with colours which would
bu regnrded as crude had they appeared in the
Oceident, but which wre admissible in Eeypt
where the patural brilliancy of the sunshine and
the sconery dwoands n more extreme colour-
scheme in decoration.  The povilivns in which
the nobles “ made u happy day,” as they phrased
it, were painted with the most brillisnt wall-
decorations, and the delicately - shaped lotus
colurong supporting the roof were striped with
half o dozen colours, aml were hung with
stecamers of linen. The ceilings und pavements
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seem to have afforded the artists & happy field
for a display of their originality and skill, and
it is on these stretches of smooth-plastered sur-
face that gems of Egyptian art are often found.
A pavement from the palace of Akhopaton at
Tell el Amfirna shows a scene in which a cow
is depicted frisking through the reeds, and birds
are represented flying over the marshes. In the
palace of Amenhotep III. at Gurneh thers was
a ¢oiling decoration representing a flight of doves,
which, in its delicacy of execution and colouring,
i5 not to be classed with the erude forms of
Egyptian decoration, but indicates an eyually
light-hearted tempersment in its creator. It is
not probable that either bright colours or dainti-
ness of design would emapate from the 'brmnﬁ
of a sombre-minded people,

Bome of the feminine garments worn in ancient
Egypt were exesedingly gaudy, and they made
up in colour all that they lacked in wvaridty of
design. In the Middle and New Empires the
robes of the men were as many - hued as their
wall decorations, and as rich in composition. One
may take as & typical example the costume of
a certain priest who lived at the end of Dynasty
XVIIL An elaborate wig covers his head; a
richly ornamented necklace surrounds his neck;
the upper part of his body is elothed in & tunic
of gauze-like linen; as & skirt there 18 swathed
around him the most delicately coloured fine linen,
one end of which is brought up and thrown grace-
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fully over his arm; decorated sandals cover his
feet and curl up over his toes; and in his hand
he carries a jewelled wand surmounted by feathers.
It would be an abeurdity to state that these folds
of fine linen hid a heart set on things higher than
this world and its vanitiea. Nor do the objects
of daily use found in the tombs suggest any
austerity in the Egyptian character. There is
no reflection of the Underworld to be looked for
in the orpamental bronze mirrors, nor smell of
death in the frail perfume pota. Religious abstrac-
tion i8 not to be sought in lotus-formed drinking-
cups, eand mortification of the body is certainly
not practised on golden chairs and soft cushions.
These were the objects buried in the tombs of
the priests and religious teachers.

The puritanical tendency of & race can generally
be discovered by a study of the personal names of
the people. The pames by which the Egyptians
called- their children are as gay as they are pretty,
and Jack entirely the Puritan character. * Eyes-
of-love,” My -lady - is - as - gold," * Cool-breeze,”
“ Gold-and-lapis-lazuli, * Beautiful-morning,” are
Egyptian names very far removed from “ Through-
triale-and - tribulations-we-enter-into-the-Kingdom-
of-Heaven Jones," which is the actual name of a
now living scion of & Roundhead family. And the
well-known * Praise-God Barebones” has little to
do with the Egyptian * Beautiful-Kitten," *“Little-
Wild-Lion,” ** I-bave-wanted-you,” * Sweetheart,”
and so on,

G
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The nuture of the folk-tales n epally indicative
of the temperament of o nution. Thu stories which
heve come Jdown to us from ancient Epvpt we
often au frivolous as they are quuint.  Nothing
delightesd the Egyptions more than vhe: lsrening
to & tale Luld Ly au cxpert atory-teller; and ic
ta to bw soppused that sueh persons were in e
ponteh dheneaned i the old days as they are now.
Uuﬁ" ]II:I.J' h'.il]. I_'m[]. ﬂf 'L!II." H.Il'l.'l'1lt s ‘l'lf t!“,.' Plil‘!tﬁ
who wis faded to die by o digr, v snake, or &
crocodile ; of the wagician who wade the waters
of the Inke heap themsslves up that he might
deseend to the bosrow drv-slivd 1o pemvor & ]nrl'-
Juwel ; of the fut old wiz awd whe eonld eat n mu's
hend ol i | Jeriti il ::gul:lt to bt biealy ; of the Imry
podmathers whoe made preseuts 1o 1 new - born
babe ; of the shipwreeked sailor who was thrown
up on nu islaml lz.’rulhmd by serpents with human
nadures ; of the ;Il‘lltﬂli‘illi the tower whese lovers
Bon L Lhear ﬂrl.li.a in alte :u]-lm’_,r to clib to her
window, wul soon. The storivs luove no moral,
they are nor pampons @ they are parely amusing,
interasting, andd rowaitie. As an exunple Gle
wmay quete the story which i3 bl of Prinee
Betnn, the son of Rameses 110 This Prince was
one day silting in the court of the tewple of
Ptah, when he saw & wowan pass * beauriful
t.r_*:l.'*ul:r]in;_:h.'. b here hr;-ing e wotnin ol ey 1wuut}‘."
There were wonderful golden orvaneents upou her,
and ghe wis attended by filiy-twn persous, them-

selves of =omie rapk and wueh Beaury, The houar
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that Betaa saw her, he knew not the place om
earth where he was" ; and he called to his servants
and told them to “ go quickly to the place where
ghe 18, and learn what comes under her command.”
The beautiful lady proved finally to be named
Tabubna, the daugbter of a priest of Bast, the
Cat. Betna's acquaintance with her was later of
a most disgraceful charncter; and, from motives
which are not elear, she made him murder his own
children to please her. At the critical moment,
however, when the climax is reached, the old, old
joke is played upon the listener, who is told that
Setns then woke up, and discovered that the whole
affair had been an afterncon dream in the shade of
the temple coyrt.

The Egyptians often amused themselves by
drawing comic pictures and caricatures, and there
is an interesting series still preserved in which
animals take the place of human beings, and are
shown performing all manner of antica. One sees
a cat walking on its hind legs driving a flock of
geess, while o wolf carrying a staff and knapsack
leads a herd of goats. There is a battle of the mice
and cats, and the king of the mice, in his chariot
drawn by two dogs, is seen attacking the fortress
of the eata. A picture which is worthy of Edward
Lear shows a ridiculons hippopotamus seated
amidet the foliage of & tree, eating from a table,
whilst & crow mounts a ladder to wait upon him.
Thers are earicatures showing women of fashion
rouging their faces, unshaven and really amusing
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old tramps, and so forth.  Even upon the walls of
the tombs there are often comic pictures, in which
one may see litile girls fighting and veariug at
vnch others’ hair, men {wnbling oue over another
as they play, aod the like; and one must soppose
that these were the seenes which the owoer of the
tomb wished to perpetuate througlvnt the etemity
ol Deuthi.

The Egvptings fook keen delizht in music,. In
the sound of the trumpet and on the well-tuned
evibauls ey prased God in Egypl s merrily as
the Psulmist eould wizle.  “The Hi!'i:!:’_’!-l nd the
pipe, the lote and the harp, made nusie at svery
lestival - r-.]l;_,‘muh wakivnal, or !un ate.  Plato
tells us that ** nothing but bewutifal forms wod fine
Iﬂuﬁ]f WAL l,rl_ ram: ltl_,"l’.] P LI EATS |.||.1_I.J Fooer ILBKs: !]11;].]!_5
ul youny people " in Egvpt; aml he stutes that
music wis eongiilered ne being of the great-st con-
s quenee for its benetieinl ctivets upon vouthtul
minds.  Strube records the tael that music was
Inrgely taught i Egvpl, unel 1he numldwers of
wiusical estruments buried in the fombis or repre-
wenited in the aecorations eonnfivin his statement.
The music was seientifieslly tavght, and a know-
h"ujge of ]mrnu:-u_\.' s apperent i 1l El':ll!-ll]!i('ﬂ.tﬂd
forms of the nsiruments, The harps somerimesa
hud 08 many as twenty-two strings; the lpng-
hnndled guitars, litted with three striogs, were
capable of wide pradarions; und the flutes were
suflicicntly compliented to be deseribed by early
writers ws * many-toped.” The Epgvptino did not
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merely bang & drum with his fist because it modu
o noiee, nor blow blosts upon a trumpet as & means
of e:r.prf'amug the ioexpressible, e was an edu-
cated musician, and he amptnm& the medium of
music to emcourage his lightness of heard and to
render hie guiety more pay.

(e sees repregentations of the women in a rich
man'a harem amusing. themsclves by daocing aod
singing. Tu the tomb of Ay there is a scene shuw-
ing the interior of the women's quarters, and hero
the ladies are shown dancing, playinge guitars,
fenating, or wlorning thewnselves with their jewel-
lory ; while the store-roowms are seen to be filled
with ull manner of nusical ipnmummts, ag woell
ns mirrors, boxes of clothes, and articles of femni-
nine use. At feasts and bangquets a string band
pliyed during the meal, and songs ware sung to
the accompaniment of the harp. At religious
fistivals choruses of male amd female voices were
introduced.  Soldiers marched througeh the strects
to the soumd of trumpets and deume, and marriage
provesstons aml the like were led by a band. At
the feusts it was customary lor the :izl.hl.':l’l:l_la','-gil‘]EJ
who were emplived for the amussoent of the
friests, 10 ]n,-r'!'nt'm thetr daneea amld to p]ﬂ}" o
guitar or u flute at the sane time, One sees
representutions of grirls, their heads thrown back
and their long hair flying, merrily twanging a
guitar as they skip round the reom. In the civil
and l’&llgl(lus processions many of the participators
daneed along as though from sheer lightness of
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heart ; and on some oceasions even the band footed
it down the high-road, eircling, jumping, and skip-
ping as they played.

The words for “ rejoice” and * dance”™ were
synonymous in the literature of the Egyptians.
In early days dancing naturally implied rejoicing,
and rejoicing was most easily expressed by dane-
ing. But the Egyptians of the refined periods
more often danced to amuse themselves, regarding
it, just as we do at the present day, as an exhil-
aration. Persons of the upper classes, however,
did not indulge very freely in it, but preferred to
watch the performances of professional dancers,
At all banguets dancing was as indispensable as
wine, women, and song, and it rather depended
on the nature of the wine and women as to
whether the puests joined personally in the sport
or sat still while the dancers swayed around the
room. The professionals were generally women,
but sometimes men were employed, and one sees
representations of & man performing some difficult
solo while a chorus of women sings and marks
time by clapping the hands. Men &nd women
danced together on oceasions, but as a general
rule the Eoyptian preferred to watch the move-
menta of the more graceful sex by themselves
The women sometimes danced naked, to show off
the grace of their poses and the suppleness of their
muscles ; sometimes they were decked with ribbons
only; and sometimes they wore transparent dresses
made of linen of the finest texture, It was not



Temperament of Ancient Egyptians. 103

unusual.for them to carry tambourines and casta-
nets with which to beat time to their dapcea On
the other band, there were delicate and sober per-
formances, unaccompanied by music. The paint-
ings show some of the poses to have been exceed-
ingly graceful, and there were character dances
enacted in which the fizures must have been
highly dramatic and artistic. For example, the
tableau which oceurs in one dance, and is callad
" The Wind," shows two of the dancing-girls bent
back like reeds when the wind blows upon them,
while a third figure stande over them in protection,
as though symbolising the immovable rocks.

But more usually the merry mood of the Egypt-
inns asserted itself, as it so often does at the pressnt
day, in & demand for something approaching nearer
to: buffoonery. The dancers whirled one another
about in the wildest manner, often tumbling head
over heels on the floor. A trick, attended gener-
ally with suceess, consisted in the attempt by the
dancers to balance the body upon the head with-
out the support of the arme. This buffoonery was
highly appreciated by the audience which wit-
nessed it; and the banqueting-room must have
been full of the noise of rictous mirth, Ooe can-
not, indeed, regard a feast a8 pompous or solemn
at which the banging of the tambourines and the
elick of castanets vied with the clatter of the
dishes and the laughter of the guests in creating a
general hullabaloo. Let those state who will that
the Egyptian was a gloomy individual, but first
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let them not fail to observe that same Egyptian
standing upon his head amidst the roars of laugh-
ter of his friends.

Dancing as a religious ceremony is to be found
in many primitive countries, and in Egypt it exista
at the present day in more than one form. In the
days of the Pharaohs it was customary to institute
dances in honour of some of the gods, more especi-
ally those deitiee whose concerns were earthy—
that is to say, those eonnected with love, joy,
birth, death, fertility, reproduction, and so on. It
will be remembered how David danced before the
Ark of the Lord, and how his ancestors danced In
honour of the golden ealf. In Egypt the king was
wont to dance before the great god Min of the
crope, and at harvest-time the peasants performed
their thanksgiving before the figures of Min in
this manner. Hathor and Bast, the two great
goddesses of pleasure, were worshipped in the
dance. Hathor was mistress of sports and dane-
ing, and patron of amusements and mirth, joy and
pleasure, beanty and love; and in regard to the
happy temperament of the Egyptians, it is signi-
ficant that this goddess was held in the highest
esteem throughout the history of the nation.

Bast was honoured by a festival which for merri-
ment and frivolity could not well be equalled. The
festival took place at Bubastis, and is described by
Herodotus in the following words r—

*This is the nature of the ceremony oo Lhe way to Bobas-
tis, They go by water, and numerous boats are crowded
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with persans of both sexes. During the voyege seqveral
women strike the cymbals, some men play the flute, the
rest singing and clapping thair bands, As they poas near a
town they bring the boat close to the bank. Some of ihe
women continue to sing snd play the cymbals; others cry
out as long as they can, and utter mocking jests agninst the
people of the town, who begin to dance, while the former
pull up their clothes before them in a scofing manner. The
gnme i6 repeated ab every town they prss upon the river
Arrived at Bubastis, they celebrate the festival of Bast,
encrificing & great number of victims, and on that occasion
o preater consumplion of wine takes place than during the
whole of the year,”

At this festival of Bast half the persons taking
part in the celebrations must have become intoxi-
cated. The Egyptians were nlwnjrs'givnn to wine-
drinking, and Athenmus goes so far as to say that
they were a nation addicted to systematic intem-
perance. The same writer, on the authority of
Hellanicus, states that the vine was cultivated in
the Nile valley at o date earlier than that at
which 1t was first grown by any other people; and
it is to this circumstance that Dion attributes the
Egyptian's love of wine. Btrabo and other writers
speak of the wines of Egypt as being particularly
good, and various kinde emanating from different
localities are mentioned. The wines made from
grapes were of the red and white varieties; but
there were also fruit wines, made from pomegran-
ates and other fruits. In the lista of offerings
inseribed on the walls of temples and tombs one
seas & large number of varieties recorded—wines
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from the north, wines from the south, wines pro-
vineial, and wines foreign. Beer, made of barley,
wae also drunk very largely, and this beverage
is heartily commended by the early writers. In-
deed, the wine- and beer-bibber was so common
sn offender againet the dignity of the nation, that
every moralist who arcse had a word to say against
him. Thus, for example, in the Maxims of Ani
one finds the moralist writing—

“Do not pot thyself in & beer-house, An evil thing aro
words reported s coming from thy mouth when thou dost
not know that they have been said by thee. When thoun
fnllest thy limbe are broken, and nobody giveth thee o hanod.
Thy comrades in drink stand up, saying, * Away with this
drunken man.'"

The less’ thoughtful members of society, however,
considered drunkenness as a very good joke, and
even went so far as to portray it in their tomb
decorations. One sees men carried home from a
feast across the shoulders of three of thair com-
panions, or ignominiously hauled out of the house
by their ankles and the seruff of their neck. In
the tomb of Paheri at El Eab women are repre-
sented at a foast, and seraps of their conversation
are  recorded, such, for instance, as * Give me
eighteen cups of wine, for I should love to drink to
drunkenness : my inside is as dry as atraw,” There
are actually representstions of women overcome
with nausea through immoderate drinking, and
being attended by servants who have hastened
with basing to their assistance. In another tomb-
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painting & drunken man is seen to have fallen
against one of the delicate pillars of the pavilion
with such force that it has toppled over, to the
dismay of the guests around.

In the light of such scenes as these one may
picture the life of an Egyptian in the elder days
as being not a little depraved. One sees the men
in their gaudy raiment, and the women luxuriously
clothed, staining their garments with the wine
epilt from the drinking-bowls as their hands shake
with their drunken laughter ; and the vision of
Epyptian solemnity is still further banished at
the sight. It is only too obvious that a land of
laughter and jest, feasting and carouse, must be
situated too near a Pompeian voleano to be capable
of endurance, and the inhabitants too purposeless
in their movements to avoid at some time or other
running into the paths of burning lava. The
people of Egypt went merrily through the radiant
valley in which they lived, employing all that the
gods bad given them,—not only the green palms,
the thousand birds, the bhlue eky, the hearty wind,
the river and its reflections, but also the luxuries
of their civilisation, — to make for themselves a
frail feast of happiness, And when the last
flowers, the latest empty drinking-cup, fell to
the ground, nothing remained to them but that
sodden, drunken night of disgrace which shocks
one go at the end of the dynastic history, and
which inevitably led to the fall of the nation.
Christian asceticiam eame as the natural reaction
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and Mubsmmedan strictness followed in due
eourae ; and it required the forco of both these
movements te put strenglh and health into the
I:'I.:”'P]‘E DOrE RO,

One need not Jdwell, however, on this nspect of
the Egypdian temperament. Tt s more pleasing,
azd as pertinent to the argument, to follow the
oll lords ol the Nile intn Lthe sunshive onee more,
amd to glinee for i moment at their eports.  Hunt-
1nyr was o pleasure to them, i which they mdu'tgu-l
al. every opportupity.  (lne sees representations
ol this with grrent. J"L'».‘qlll‘_*l'u':..‘ upun the wills of the
tembs. A man will be shown standing in a reed
bosiut whieh has Leen puslied in nnengest the wavinge
papyrus, A boowwerang s in his hand, and his
wife by his side helps him o loeate the wild duck,
g that he may penetrate within thvowing-listaoee
of the birds befors they rise.  Presently up they
go with w whir, and the boomerany cliaims its
vietims ; while all manver of smudler birds dare
from amidst the veeds, wel gaudy butterilics pasa
startled overhend.  Agwin ene ses the huuter
galloping 1o his chariot over the hard sand of
thwe desert, shooting his arrows at the gu:a-:a].lﬂ Luss
b gpoes, Or vet again with Lis dogs he i ghown
it pursuit of the long-earcd Egxyprian hare, or of
goane other ereature of the desert. When vot thus
cipzaged e may e sven excitedly watching a bull-
tigght, or eagerly judging the merits of rival wrest-
lers, boxers, and fencers. Ope may follow him
later into the seclusion of Lis gunden, whoere, sur-
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rounded by a wealth of trees and flowers, he plays
rraughts with his friends, romps with his children,
or fishes in hin wrtificial ponds.  There is much
evidunce of this nature to show that the Egypiian
was a8 much given to these healthy nmuseincnts us
he was to the mirth of the foast.  Josephus states
that the Egvptisns were a people addicted to
pleasure, and the evidence brought together in
thy foregoing pages shows thal his statement is
to bo confirmed. In sincere jov of living they
surpassed any other nativn of the nneient world.
Life was a thing of such delight to the Epyptian,
that o ghrank equally from losing it himself and
from taking it from another.  His praver wus that
he might live to be a centenarian,  Tn spite of the
many wurs of the Egvptians, there wos less un-
necessary blowdshed in the Nile valley than jo any
other eountry which enlled iteoll eivilised, Death
was us terrible to them as it was igevitable, nod
the constunt wlvice of the thinker wns that the
living should make the most of their life. When
o kinge died, it was said that “he went lorth to
heaven havivg epent life in Lappiness,” or that
"“hoe vested atter life, having completed his years
in huppiness.” It is true that the Evyptians
wished to picture the after-life az one of con-
tinnous joy. One secs representations of a wan's
soul seuted in the shude of the fruic-trees of the
Underworld, while birds sing in the branches
above hin, and a luke of eoul water lies before
himi; but they seemed to know that this was too
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pleasant a picture to be the real one. A woman,
the wife of a high priest, left upon her tomb-
astone the following inscription, addressed to her
husband —

=, brother, husband, friend,” she says, “thy desire to
drink and to eat hath not ceased, Therefore be dronken,
enjoy the love of women—meke holiday. Follow thy desire
by night and by day. Put not care within thy heart. Lol
are not these the years of thy life upon earth? For as for
the Underworld, it is & land of slumber and heavy dark-
ness, & resting-place for those who have passed within ik
Each slespeth there in his own formn, they never awnke
to see their fellows, they behold not their fathers nor
their mothers, their beart is cereless of their wives and
children.”

She knows that she will be too deeply steeped in
the stupor of the Underworld to remember her
husband, and unselfishly she urges him to continue
to be happy after the manner of hie nation. Then,
in a passage which rings down the years in its
terrible beauty, she tells of her utter despair, lying
in the gloomy Underworld, suffocated with the
mummy bandages, and craving for the light, the
laughter, and the coolness of the day,

“The water of life,” sha cries, * with which every mouth
is mojutened, is corruption to me, the watar that iz by me
corrupteth me. I know not what to do since I came iuto
this valley. Give me runping water, say to me, *Water
shall not cease to be brought to thee! Turn my face to the
north wind upon the edge of the water. Verily thus shall
my heart be cooled and refreshed from its pain”

It is, however, the glory of life, rather than the
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horvor of death, which is the dominant note in the
in.w:ripticrna- and velivte. The seenes in the temb
decorations seem to ory out tur very joy. The
artist has imprisoned in his representations as
miuch sheer happiness as was ever infused into
eold stone. e eees there the g..'.:.-m“u Ifﬁ'{'i”f-'l'
over the hills ns the sun risez, the binls flapping
their wings aned sineinge, the wild Jduek risine from
the marshes, and the bnttertlios fashing sverheal,
The fundamental 3 Joy af’ hiv |||rr—l:|1..|t eenlety of Iifis
which the lmman being may imI in eonon with
the auimads—is shown in thise seenes us clearly ns
is the merriment i the representations of fussts
und duncing,  In these paintings aond reliefs one
tineds an exaet illustration to the joyfal exhorta-
tiom of the Peadmist as be evies, * Let the henvens
rejuice, uml lei the encth bee plod: L o, let the
ficlds be: juvlul, and all that is therdin”  To a land
where, to gaote ot of Ueedr own poems, * the tanks
are fall of water and the carth overtows with
]:11.'&," whero “ the eool north wind ™ hlows |:|'ua.‘.'r"i|_1..‘
over the tields, wed the sun never esases to ghine,
it wonhid be a rernarkable phenomenon if the aneient
Ezvptinns had not develigred the sanguine sempera-
nerd.  The foregoing poges bave shown thew st
their fensty, in their dadly sceupuctions, wuld in their
gpurts, ned the render will fined thaet it 1s not. difki-
cult to desevibe them, in the boreowed words of
thue old weographer, as n people always gay and
often frivolons, mwl BEreE » ﬁ*zﬁ:lll,r:‘h' “fond of
duncing und red wine"



112

CHAPTER V.

THE MIBFORTUNES OF WENAMON.

In the third chapter of this book it has been shown
that the archmologist is, to some extent, snamoured
of the Past because it can add to the stozk of
things which are likely to tickle the fancy. So
humorous & man is he, go fond of the good things
of life, so stirred by its adventures, so touched by
its sorrows, that he must needs po to the Past to
replenish his supplies, as another might go to Paris
or Timbuctoo.

Here, then, is the place to give an example of
the entertainment which he is likely to find in
this provinee of his; and if the reader can detect
any smell of dust or hear any creak of dead bones
in ‘the story which follows, it will be a matter of
surprise to me.

In the year 1891, at a small village in Upper
Egypt named El Hibeh, some natives unearthed a
much damaged roll of papyrue which appeared to
them to be very ancient. Bince they had heard
that antiguities have a market value they did not
burn it along with whatever other scraps of inflam-
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mable material they had collected for their evening
fire, but preserved it, and finally took it to a dealer,
who gave them in exchange for it & small sum of
money. From the dealer's hands it passed into the
possession of Monsieur Golenischeff, & Russian
Egyptologist, who happenéd at the time to be
travelling in Egypt; and by him it was carried
to 8t Petersburg, where it now rests. This
savant presently published a translation of the
document, which at once caused a sensation in
the Egyptological world; end during the next
few years four amended translations were made
by different scholars. The interest shown in this
tattered roll was due to the fact that it bad been
found to contain the actual report written by an
official pamed Wenamon to his chief, the High
Priest of Amon-Ra, relating his adventures in the
Mediterranean while procuring cedar-wood from
the forests of Lebanon. The story which Wena-
mon tells is of the greatest value to Egyptology,
giving as it does a vivid aceount of the political
conditions obtaining in Syria and Egypt during
the reign of the Pharaoh Rameses XII.; but it also
has & very human interest, and the misfortunes of
the writer may excite one's sympathy and amuse-
ment, after this lapse of three thousand years, as
though they had oceurred at the present time.

In the time at which Wenamon wrote his report
Egypt had fallen on evil days. A long line of
ineapable descendants of the great Rameses IT.
and Rameses ITI. bad ruled the Nile valley; and

H
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now & wretched ghost of a Pharaoh, Rameses XTI,
sat upon the throne, bereft of all power, a ruler in
name only. The government of the country lay in
the hands of two great nobles: in Upper Egypt,
Herhor, High Priest of Amon-Ra, was undisputed
master;; and in Lower Egypt, Nesubanebded, a
prinee of the city of Tanis (the Zoan of the Bible),
virtually ruled as king of the Delta. Both these
persons ultimately ascended the throne of the
Pharachs; but at the time of Wenamon's adven-
tures the High Priest was the more powerful of
the two, and could command the obedience of
the morthern ruler, at any rate in all sacerdotal
matters. The priesthood of Amon-Ra was the
greatest political factor in Egyptian life. That
god's name was respected even in the courts of
Syria, and though his power was now on the
wane, fifty years previously the great religious
body which bowed the knes to him was fearsd
throughout all the countries neighbouring to
Egypt. The main cause of Wenamon's troubles
was the lack of appreciation of this fact that the
god's influence in Byria was not as great as it had
been in the past; and this report would certainly
not have been worth recording here if he had
realised that prestige is, of all factors in inter-
national relations, the least reliable,

In the year 1113 B.c. the High Priest undertook
the construction of a ceremonial barge in which
the image of the god might be floated upon the
sacred waters of the Nile during the great religious
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festivals*at Thebes; and for this purposs he found
himself in need of a large amount of cedar-wood
of the best quality. He therefore sent for Wena-
mon, who held the sacerdotal title of * Eldest of
the Hall of the Temple of Amon," and instructed
him to proceed to the Lebanon to procure the
timber. It is evident that Wenamon was no
traveller, and we may perhaps be permitied to
picture him as a rather portly gentleman of middle
age, not wanting either in energy or pluck, but
given, like some of his countrymen, to a fluctua-
tion of the emotions which would jump him frem
smiles to tears, from hope to despair, in & manner
amazing to any but an Egyptian. To use he often
appears as an overgrown baby, and his misfortunes
have a farcical nature which makes its appeal as
much through the medium of one's love of the
ludicrous as through that of one's interest in the
romance of adventure. Those who are acquainted
with Egypt will see in him one of the types of naif,
delightful children of the Nile, whose decorous in-
troduction into the parlour of the nations of to-day
is requiring such ecareful rehearsal.

For his journey the High Priest gave Wenamon
a sum of money, and as credentials he handed him
a number of letters addressed to Egyptian and
Syrian princes, and intrusted to his care a par-
ticularly sacred little image of Amon-Ra, known
as Amon-of-the-Road, which had probably accom-
panied other envoys to the EKingdoms of the Sea
in times past, and would be recognised as a
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token of the official nature of any embassy which
carried it.

Thus armed Wenamon set out from El Hibeh—
probably the ancient Hetbennu, the capital of the
Eighteenth Provinee of Upper Egypt—on the
sixteenth day of the eleventh month of the fifth
year of the reign of Rameses XIL (1113 mo.),
and travelled down the Nile by boat to Tanis,
a distance of some 200 miless On his arrival
at this fair city of the Delta, whose temples
and palaces rose on the borders of the swamps
at the edge of the sea, Wenamon made his way
to the palace of Nesubunebded, and handed to him
the letters which he had received from the High
Priest. These were caused to be read aloud ; and
Nesubansbded, hearing that Wenamon was desirous
of reaching the Lebanon as soon as possible, made
the necessary arrangements for his immediate de-
spatch upon a vessel which happened then to be
lying at the quay under the command of a Syrian
skipper named Meogebet, who was about to set
out for the Asatic coast. On the first day of the
twelfth month, that is to say fourteen days after
his departure from his native town, Wenamon set
sail from Tanis, crossing the swamps and heading
out into ** the Great Syrian Sea.”

The voyage over the blue rippling Mediterranean
was calm and prosperous as the good ship eailed
along the barren shores of the land of the Shasu,
along the more mountsinous coast of Edom, and

thence northwards past the cities of Askalon
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and Ashdod. To Wenamon, however, the journey
was fraught with a.n:::u&ty He was full of fears as
to his reception in Syria, for the first of his mis-
fortunes had befallen him. Althnugh he had with
him both money and the image of Amon-of-the
Road, in the ﬂ!ﬂit-ﬂl].‘rﬂ]llt- and burry of his departure
he had entirely forgotten to obtain again the
bundle of letters of introduction which he bad
given Nesubanebded to read ; and thus there were
grave reasone for supposing that his mission might
prove a complete failure. Mengebet was evidently
a stern old ealt who cared not a snap of the fingers
for Amon or his envoy, and whose one desire was
to reach his destination as rapidly as wind and oars
would permit; and it is probable that he refused
bluntly to return to Tanizs when Wenamon in-
formed him of the oversight. This and the inher-
ent distrust of an Egyptian for a foreigner led
‘Wenamon to regard the captain and his men with
suspicion ; and one must imagine him seated in
the rough deck-cabin gloomily guarding the divine
image and his store of money, He had with him
a secretary and probably two or three servants;
and one may picture these unfortunates anxiously
watching the Byrian crew as they slouched about
the deck. It is further to be remembered that,
as a general rule, the Egyptians are most extremely
bad sailora. .
After some days the ship arrived at the little
city of Dor, which nestled at the foot of the Ridge
of Carmel; and here they put in to replenish
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their supplies, Wenamon states in his reporl that
Dor was at this time a eity of the Thekel or
Ricilians, some wandering baml of sea-rovers hav-
inge left their uative Sicily to scttle here, at hiest
under the protection of the Egyptisns, Lut now
independent of them. The Kinye of Dor, by name
Bedel, heariug that an envoy of the Hich Drivst of
Amon-Ha had srrived in his horbour, very politely
went down to him o joint of leef, sone loaves of
brvad, and a jar of wine, upon which Woenamon
must have set to with an uppetite, atter subsisting
upon the seanty rations of the sea fir so loug o
time.

it may ba that the wine was mon- Imtﬁllt thinn
that te which the Exyptinn wos aecustoned ; or
perhaps the white Luihdings of the city, glisteuing
in e sunlight, amd the busy quays, engrosscd bis
attention too completely @ anvhow, the seeond of
Ly miisfordapes now hefel him. Ooe: of the Syrian
railors seizal the opportunity to ship it his eabin
aneld to stead the money which wis lidden there.
Beltire Woenumon had detected the robibwry the
sailur had disappeared for ever amidse tie howses
of Dor.  That evening the distracicd cuvoy,
seated upon the flour off bis cabin, was obliged
to chronicle the list of slolen woney, which hst
whs afterwards jucorporated e his report the
following wanner :--
One veiisd containing poid wmountiog tu o i delews.
Four vesszels contaiping silver smounting te . 20
Oine willet contnininyg silver aimonoting to . 11,

Tuta! of what wis stolen : guld, & deteny | silver, 31 debens.
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A deben weighed about 100 grummes, und thus
the robber was richer by 500 grunmes of gold,
which in these days would have the purchusing
value of about LG600 im our mooney, and 3100
peammes of gilver, vqual to about 222008

Wenamon must have slept little that night, and
varly om the following morning he hastened to the
palace of Kiog Dedel to.luy his ease before him,
Fortunately Bedel did not ask him lor his ereden-
tiale, but with the utmest politeness he gave
his eonsiderstion 1o the ailair.  Wenamon's wonds,
howsver, were by no pwaps polite, and one finds
in them o blustering assuranes whiel sugprests thut
he eonsidered himself a personage of extreme con-
segquence, and regarded o King of Dor as nuthing
i eomparison with an covoy of Amon-Ra

*1 have bwen robied i your harbour,” he eried,
5o he tells us jo the report, * amwld, sinee you ure
the king of this lamd, you mnst be reganled as
woparty to the erime.  You wmust search for my
woney.  The weney belonges to Nesubauebded,
and it belones {o Herhor, my lord * (no mention,
vheerve, of the wretehed Rameses XI1). *aod
to thi other uobles of Egvpt. Tt belongs wlse
to Weret, and to Mekmel, and (o Zakar-Baal
th= Prince of Divbls " These lntrer were the
perscid to whom it wus to be pail.

The Kipg of Dor listewed to thiz outburst
with Sieilian politeness, awd replivd in the lul-

bodtne WG Crzal oo of Wilohte and Baldews i ther Uiiza
!.{||q,.|:u||-,1il-. LVi.
b The Eeaisbbion fs Sevaed oo tlint of Prof. Breted,
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lowing very correct terms: * With all due re-
spect to your honour and excellency,” he eaid,
“1 know nothing of this complaint which you
have lodged with me. If the thief belonged to
my land and went on board your ship in order
to steal your money, I would advance you the
sum from my treasury while they were finding
the culprit. But the thief who robbed you be-
longed to your ship. Tarry, however, a few days
here with me and I will seek him,"

Wenamon, therefore, strode back to the vessel,
and there remained, fuming and fretting, for nine
long days. The skipper Mengebet, however, had
oo reason to remein at Dor, apd seems to have
told Wenamon that he could wait no longer.
On the tenth day, therefore, Wenamon retraced
his steps to the palace, and addressed himself onee
more to Bedel. * Look,” he said to the king,
when he was ushered into the royal presence,
“you have not found my money, and thersfore
you had better let me go with my ship's captain
and with those . . ." The rest of the interview
is lost in a lacuna, and practically the only words
which the damaged condition of the papyrus per-
mits one now to read are, “ He said, * Ba gilent 1" "
which indicates that even the patience of a King
of Dor could be exhausted.

When the narrative is able to be resumed one
finds that Wenamon has set sail from the city,
and has travelled along the coast to the proud
city of Tyre, where he arrived one afternoon
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pecniless and letterless, having now nothing left
but the little Amon-of-the-Road and his own
audacity, The charms of Tyre, then one of the
great ports of the civilised world, were of no con-
sequence to the destitute Egyptian, nor do they
seem to have attracted the skipper of his ship,
who, after his long delay at Dor, was in no
mood to linger. At dawn the next morning,
therefors, the journey was continued, and onece
more an unfortunate lacuna interrupts the pas-
sage of the report. From the tattered fragments
of the writ'ng, however, it seems that at the next
port of eall—perbape the city of Sidon—a party
of inoffensive Sicilian merchants was encountered,
and immediately the desperate Wenamon hatched
a daring plot. By this time he had come to place
some trust in Mengebet, the skipper, who, for the
sake of his own good standing in Egypt, had shown
himgelf willing to belp the envoy of Amon-Ra in
his troubles, although he would not go so far as to
delay hiz journey for him ; and Wenamon therefore
admitted him to his councils. On some pretext or
other o party led by the Egyptian paid a visit
to these merchants and entered into conversation
with them. Then, suddenly overpowering them,
& rush was made for their cash-box, which Wena-
mon at once burst open, To his disappeointment
he found it to contain only thirty-one debens
of silver, which happened to be precisely the
amount of silver, though not of gold, which he
had lest. This sum he pocketed, saying to the
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strupgling merchants as he did so, “1 will take
this money of yours, and will keep it until you
find my money. Was it not & Sicilian who stole
it, and no thief of ours? I will take it.”

With these words the party raced back to the
ship, scrambled on board, and in & few moments
had hoisted eail and were scudding northwards
towsrds Byblos, where Wenamon proposed to
throw himself on the mercy of Zakar-Baal, the
prinea of that city, Wenamon, it will be remem-
bered, had always considered that he had been
robbed by a Sicilian of Dor, notwithetanding the
fact that only a sailor of his own ship could have
known of the existence of the money, as King
Bedel seems to have pointed out to him. The
Egyptian, therefore, did not regard this forcible
seizure of silver from these other Sicilians as a
crime. It was a perfectly just appropriation of
a portion of the funds which belonged to him by
rights. Let us imagine ourselves robbed at our
hotel by Hans the German waiter : it would surely
give us the most profound satisfaction to take
Herr Schoupfendorff, the piano-tuner, by the
throat when next he visited us, and go through
his pockets. He and Haus, being of the same
uationality, must suffer for one another's sins, and
if the magistrate thinks otherwise he must be
regarded as pregjudiced by too much study of
the law.

Byblos stood at the foot of the hills of Lebanon,
in the very shadow of the great cedars, and it was
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thereforé Wenamon's destination. Now, however,
as the ship dropped anchor in the harbour, the
Egyptian realised that his mission would probably
ba fruitless, and that he himself would l:perhul}s
be flung into prison for illegally having in his
possession the famous image of the god to which
he could show no written right. Moreover, the
nows of the robbery of the merchants might well
have reached Byblos overland. His first action,
therefore, was to coneeal the idol and the money;
and this having been accomplished he sat himself
down in bic cabin to await events.

Tha Prinee of Byblos certainly had been advised
of the robbery; and as soon as the news of the
ship's arival was reported to him he sent a curt
message to the captain saying simply, ** Get out
of my harbour” At this Wenamon gave up all
hope, and, hearing that there was then in port
a vessel which was about to eail for Egypt, he
gent & pathetic message to the prince asking
whether he might be allowed to travel by it
back to his own country,

No satisfactory answer was received, and for
the best part of & month Wenamon's ship rede
at anchor, while the distracted envoy paced the
deck, vainly pondering upon a fitting course of
action. Hach morning the same brief order, ** Get
out of my harbour,” was delivered to him by the
harbour-master ; but the indecision of the authori-
ties as to how to treat this Egyptian official pre-
vented the order being backed by force, Mean-
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while Wenamon and Mengebet judiciously spread
through the eity the report of the power of Amon-
of-the-Road, and hinted darkly at the wrath which
would ultimately fall upon the heads of those who
suffered the image and its keeper to be turned
away {rom the gquays of Bybloa. Neo doubt, also,
a portion of the stolen debens of silver was ex-
pended in bribea to the priests of the city, for, as
we shall presently see, one of them toock up Wen-
amon's cause with the most unnatural vigour.

All, however, seemed to be of no avail, and
Wenamon decided to get away as be.t he could.
His worldly goods were quietly transferred io the
ship which was bound for the Nile; and, when
night had fallen, with Amon-of-the-Hoad tucked
under his arm, he hurried along the deserted quay.
Suddenly out of the darkness thers appeared a
group of figures, and Wenamon found himself con-
fronted by the stalwart harbour-master and his
poliee. Now, indeed, he gave himself up for lost.
The image would be taken from him, and ne
longer would he have the alternative of leaving
the harbour. He must have groaned aloud e he
stood there in the black night, with the cold sea
wind threatening to tear the covers from the
treasure under his arm. His surprise, therefore,
was unbounded when the harbour - master ad-
dressed him in the following words: * Remain
until morning here near the prinee.”

The Egyptian turned upon him fiercely. * Are
you not the man who came to me every day
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saying, " Get out of my harbour?” he eried
“And now are you not saying, ‘Remain in
Bybloa?' your object being to let this ship which
I have found depart for Egypt without me, so
that you may come to me again and say,
‘Go away.'"

The harbour-master in reality had been ordered
to detain Wenamon for quite another reason. On
the previous day, while the prinee was sacrificing
to his gods, one of the noble youths in his train,
who had probably seen the colour of Wenamon's
debens, suddenly broke into a religious frenzy,
and eo continued all that day, and far into the
night, ealling incessantly upon those around him
to go and fetch the envoy of Amon-Ra and the
sacred image. Prince Zakar-Baal had considered
it prudent to obey this apparently divine com-
mand, and had sent the harbour-mester to prevent
Wenamon's departure. Finding, however, that
the Egyptian was determined to board the ship,
the official sent a messenger to the prince, who
replied with an order to the skipper of the vesasl
to remain that night in harbour.

Upon the following morning a deputation, evi-
dently friendly, waited on Wenamon, and urged
him to come to the palace, which be finally did,
incidentally attending on his way the morning
service which waa being celebrated upon the sea-
shore. *1 found the prince,” writes Wenamon in
his report, * sitting in his upper chamber, leaning
his back against a window, while the waves of the
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Great E}rmn Sea beat against the wall below. 1
said to him, * The mercy of Amon be with jruul"
He said to me, ‘How long is it from now since
you left the abode of Amon?’ T replied, ‘ Five
months and one day from now.'”

The prince then said, “ Look now, if what you
say is true, where is the writing of Amon which
should be in your hand? Where is the letter of
the High Priest of Amon which should be in
your haod 1"

“] gave them to Nesubanebded,” replied
‘Wenamon.

“Then,” says Wenamon, “ he was very wroth,
and he said to me, ‘Look here, the writings and
the lettera are not in your hand. And where is
the fine ship which Nesubanebded would have
given you, and where is its picked Syrian crew?
He would not put you and your affairs in the
charge of this skipper of yours, who might have
had you killed and threwn into the sea. Whom
would they have sought the god from then }—and
you, whom would they have sought you from
then?' So said he to me, and I replied to him,
*There are indeed Egyptian ships and Egyptian
crews that sail under Nesubanebded, but he had at
the time no ship and no Syrian crew to give ma."”

The prince did not accept this as a satisfactory
answer, but pointed out that there were ten
thousand ships sailing between Egypt and
Syria, of which number there must have been
one at Nesubanebded's disposal.
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“Thei,” writes Wenamon, “1 was silent in
this great hour. At length he said to me, 'On
what business have you come here?’ T replied, *1
bave come to get wood for the great and august
barge of Amon-Ha, king of the gods. Your
father supplied it, your grandfather did so, and
you too shall do it." 8o spoke I to him,”

The prines admitted that his fathers had sent
wood to Egypt, but he pointed out that they had
received proper remuneration for it. He then
told his servants to go and find the old ledger
in which the transactions were recorded, and this
being done, it was found that & thousand debens
of silver had been paid for the wood. The prince
now argued that he was in no way the servant
of Amon, for if he had been he would have been
ebliged to supply the weod without remuneration.
“] am,” bhe proudly declared, **neither your
servant nor the servant of him who sent you
here. If I cry out to the Lebanon the heavens
open and the logs lie here on the shore of the
sea.” He went on to say that if, of his condescen-
sion, he now procured the timber Wenamon would
have to provide the ships and all the tackle. “If
1 make the sails of the ships for you,” said the
prince, " they may be top-heavy and may break,
and you will perish in the sea when Amon
thunders in heaven ; for skilled workmanship
comes only from Egypt to reach my place of
abode,” This scems to have upseb the composure
of Wenamon to some extent, and the prince took
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advantage of his uneasiness to say, “..nyway,
what i8 this miserable expedition that they have
bad you meke (without money or equipment)?”
At this Wenamon appears to have lost his
temper. O puilty one!” he said to the princs,
“this i8 no miserable expedition on which I am
engaped. There is no ship upon the Nile which
Amon does not own, and his is the sea, and his
this Lebanon of which you say, ‘It is mine,’ Its
forests grow for the barge of Amon, the lord of
every ship. Why Amon-Ra himself, the king
of the gods, said to Herhor, my lord, *Send me";
and Herhor made me go bearing the statue of
this great god. Yet see, you have allowed this
great god to wait twenty-nine days after he had
arrived in your harbour, although you certainly
knew he was there. He is indeed still what he
once was: yes, now while you stand bargaining
for the Lebanon with Amon its lord. As for
Amon-Ra, the king of the gods, he is the lord
of life and health, and he was the lord of your
fathers, who spent their lifetime offering to him.
You alse, you are the servant of Amen. If you
will say to Amon, ‘I will do this and you ex-
ecute his command, you shall live and be prosper-
ous and be healthy, and you ehall be popular with
your whole country and people,. Wish not for
yourself a thing belonging to Amon-Ra, king of
the gods. Truly the lion loves his own! Let
my secretary be brought to me that I may send
him to Nesubapebded, and he will send you all
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that T enall ask him to send, after which, when I
return to the south, I will send you all, all your
trifles again.”

“Bo spake 1 to him,” says Wenamon in his
report, as with a flourigh of his pen he brings this
fine speech to an end. No doubt it would have
been more truthful in bim to eay, “So would I
have spoken to him had I not been so flustered” ;
but of all types of lie this i probably the most
excusable. At all ovents, he said sufficient to
induce the prince to send his secretary to Egypt;
and as a tolen of good faith Zakar-Basl sent with
him seven logs of cedar-wood. In forty-eight
days' time the messenger returned, bringing with
him five golden and five silver vases, twenty
parments of fine linen, 500 rolls of papyrus, 500
ox-hides, 500 coils of rope, twenty measures of
lentils, and five measures of dried fish., At this
present the prince expressed himself most satisfied,
and immediately sent 300 men and 300 oxen with
proper overseers to start the work of felling the
trees. Some eight months after leaving Tanis,
Wenamon's delighted eyes gazed upon the com-
plete number of logs lying at the edge of the
sea, ready for shipment to Egypt.

The task being finished, the prince walked
down to the beach to inspeet the timber, and he
ealled to Wenamon to come with him., When the
Egyptian had approached, the prince pointed to
the logs, remarking that the work had been carried
through although the remuneration had not been

I
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nearly so great as that which his fathers had
received. Wenomon was about to reply when
inadvertently the shadow of the prince’s umbrella
fell upon his head. What memories or anticipa-
tions this trivial inecident aroused one cannot
now tell with certainty, One of the gentlemen-
in-waiting, however, found cause in it to whisper
to Wenamon, * The shadow of Pharaoh, your
lord, falls upon you" — the remark, no doubt,
being accompanied by a sly dig in the ribs. The
prince angrily snapped, *Let him alone”; and,
with the picture of Wenamon gloomily staring
out to sea, we are lelt to worry out the meaning
of the occurrence. It may be that the prince
intended to keep Wenamon at Byblos until the
uttermost farthiog had been extracted from Egypt
in further payment for the wood, and that there-
fore he was to be regarded henceforth as Wena-
mon's king and master. This is perhaps indicated
by the following remarks of the prinee.

“IDo pot thus contemplate the terrors of the
ged,” be said to Wenamon, * For if you do that
you should also contemplate my own. Come, I
have not done to you what they did to eertain
former envoys. They spent seventeen years in
this land, and they died where they were.” Then,
turning to an attendant, *Take him,” be said,
“and let him eee the tomb in which they lie."

“ (3h, don't let me see it,” Wenamon tells us that
he eried in anguish ; but, recovering his composure,
he continued in o more valiant strain. * Mere
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human ‘beings," he said, “were the envoys who
were then sent. There was no pod among them
{as there now is)."

The prince had recently ordered an engraver to
write & commemorative ipscription upon a stone
tablet recording the fact that the king of the
gods bad sent Amon-of-the-Road to Byblos as
bis divine messenger and Wenamon as his human
messenger, that timber had been asked for and
supplied, and that in return Amon had promised
him ten thousand years of celestial life over and
above that of ordinary persons. Wenamon now
reminded bim of this, askiog him why he should
talk so slightingly of the Egyptian envoys when
the making of this tablet showed that in reality
he considered their preseoce an honour. More-
over, he pointed out that when in future years
an envoy from Egypt should read this tablet, he
would of course pronounce at once the magical
prayers which would procure for the prince, who
would probably then be in hell after all, a draught
of water. This remark seems to have tickled the
prince'’s fancy, for he gravely acknowledged its
value, and spoke no more in his former strain.
Wenamon elosed the interview by promising that
the High Priest of Amon-Ra would fully reward
him for his various kindnesses,

Shortly after this the Egyptian paid snother
visit to the sea-shore to fenst his eyes upon the
logs. He must have been almost unable to contain
himself in the delight and excitement of the end-
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ing of his task and his approaching return m
trimmph to Epypt; and we may see him jauntily
walking over the sawd, perhups humming a tune
to himself, Emlﬂnnl_f he observed a flest of
eleven ships sailing towands the town, aud the
gong must bave died uwpon his lips.  As they
drew neurer he saw to bis horrar that they be-
longed to the Sieilivns of Dor, wnl we must picture
him bLiting his pails in his anxiety as he stowd
wimongst the logs,  Presently they were within
huilinge distanice, and sonie one called to them
asking their Losiness. The reply mig across the
wauter, briel’ aud ferrible: * Arrest Wenamon |
Lot not w =kip of his pasa to Movpl”  Hearing
thisa wonls the envoy of Amon-la, king ol the
gods, just now so prowdly boasting, threw himself
apate the saud and burst into dewrs,

The sobis of the wretehed meun peneleated to
a chumber in which the priuce’s seerotary sat
writing at the open windew, and  he hiarried
over o the prostrate figore.  * Whitever 15 the
mutlor with vou " he said, tappeng the mun o
the shoubler.

Wennmon mised his heawd,  ~Burely you see
these birds which dvsevind on Epypr,” he groaned.
“ Lok at them: They have cowe into vhe lar-
bour, and bow long shall T be deft forsuzen here 2
Truly vou see tinee who have cote to arrest we.”

With these words one must suppose that Wen-
awon returngd to his weeping, for he suys in fiis
report that the sywputhetic seeretury went off to
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find the prinee in order that some plan of action
might be formulated. When the news was reported
to Zukar-Baal, he teo begmn to lnment; for the
whole affair was menacing and ugly.  Looking out
of the window he suw the Sieilian ships anchored
ws & barricr across the mouth of the harbour, he
paw the lows of cedar-womd atrewn over the boach,
he saw the writhing fizure of Wenamon pourivg
sand and dust upon his bend and dramminge feelily
with his Loes | anel his i'il}':l..t hosart was moved with
pity for the mishatunes of the Ervprian,

Hastily cpeaking to his secretary, he told hin
to procure Lbwo I::I'gr' jm‘ﬂ- of wim: and n cun, and
to yive them to Wenumen on the chaues that they
might stop the noise of his Luneotations, The
secretury and his servants procurad thess things
from the kitehen, aud, lut.hu'lug; dewn with them:
to the vovey, placed them by bis side,  Wenamon,
however, merely planeed sl them in o sickly
manner, and then buried his bead ones more,  The
fuilnre must have been alserved from the window
of the paluew, for the prince sent another servant
fiving off for o populnr Egxyptivn lady of no reputa-
tinn, wlhn h::p;:u-rllu:l to bo iiving I'rm,.l.. thien at Bylilos
in the capacity of n duneiug-girl.  Presently she
minced into the roomn, very mueh elnted, no doub,
6t this indiention of the royal faveur. The prinee
at onee ordered her to hasten down on to the
bearh to combort her eonnteymun,  “Siog to him,"
he gaid, " Lon's let his henrt feel apprebension,”

Wennmon geemed to have waved the jrirl aside,
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and we may picture the prince making urgent
gigne to the lady from his window to renew her
efforts, The moans of the miserable man, however,
did not cease, and the prince had recourse to a
third device, This time he sent a servant to
Wenamon with a message of calm assurance,
“Eat and drink,” he ssid, “and let not your
heart feel apprehension. You shall hear all that
I have to say in the morning." At this Wenamon
roused himself, and, wiping his eyes, consented to
be led back to his rooms, ever turning, no doubt,
to cast nervous glances in the direciion of the
silent ships of Dor.

On the following morning the prince semt for
the leaders of the Sicilians and asked them for
what reason they had eome to Bybles. They
replied that they had come in search of Wenamon,
who had robbed some of their countrymen of
thirty - one debens of siver. The prince was
placed in a difficult position, for he was desirous
to avoid giving offsnce either to Dor or to Egypt
from whence he now expected further payment;
but he managed to pass cut om to elearer ground
by means of a simple stratagem.

“1 cannot arrest the envey of Amon in my
territory,” be said to the men of Dor. “But I
will send him away, aed you shall pursue him
and arrest him."

The plan geems to have appealed to the sporting
instinets of the Sicilians, for it appears that they
drew off from the harbour to await their quarry.
Wenamon was then informed of the scheme, and
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one may suppose that he showed no relish for it.
To be chased across a bilious sea by sporting men
of hardeped stomach was surely a torture for the
damned ; but it is to be presumed that Zakar-Baal
left the Egyptian some chance of escape. Hastily
he was conveyed on board a ship, and his misery
must have been complete when he observed that
outside the harbour it was blowing a gale. Hardly
had he set out into the “ Great Syrian Sea " before
a terrific storm burst, and in the confusion which
ensued we lose sight of the waiting fleet. No
doubt the Sicilians put in to Byblos once more
for skelter, and deemed Wepamon at the bottom
of the ccean as the wind whistled through their
own bare rigmiog.

The Egyptian had planned to avoid his enemies
by beating northwards when he left the harbour,
instead of southwards towards Egypt; but the
tempest took the ship's course into ita own hands
and drove the frail craft north-westwards towards
Cyprus, the wooded shores of which were, in course
of time, sichted. Wenamon was now indeed "twixt
the devil and the deep sea, for behind him the
waves raged furiously, and before him he per-
ceived a threatening group of Cypriots awaiting
him upon the wind-swept shore. Presently the
vessel grounded upon the beach, and immediately
the ill-starred Egyptian and the entire crew were
prisoners in the hands of a hostile mob. Roughly
they wers dragged to the capital of the island,
which happened to be but a few miles distant,
and with ignominy they were hustled, wet and
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bedraggled, through the streets tuwards the palace
of Hetebe, the Queen of Cyprus,

As they neared the building the queen herself
possed by, surrounded by a brave company of
nobles and soldiera, Wenamon burst away from
his captors, and bowed himself before the royal
lady, erying a8 he did so, ** Burely there is some-
body amongst this company who understands
Egyptian," One of the nobles, to Wenamon's
joy, rephied, * Yes, I understand it."

“Bay to my mistress,” eried the tattered envoy,
“that I bave heard even in far-off Thebes, the
abode of Amon, that in every city injustice is
done, but that justice obtains in the land of
Cyprus. Yet see, injustics is done here also this
day.”

%r‘hia was repeated to the queen, who replied,
“Indeed l—what is this that vou say?"

Through the interpreter Wenamon then ad-
dressed himself to Hetebe. *If the sea raged,”
he said, “and the wind drove me to the land
where I now am, will you let these people take
advantage of it to murder me, I who am an
envoy of Amon? I am one for whom they will
seek unceasingly. And as for these sailors of the
prince of Byblos, whom they also wish to kill,
their lord will undoubtedly capture ten erews
of yours, and will slay every man of them in
revenge.’

This seems to have impressed the queen, for
ghe ordered the mob to stend on one side, and
to Wepamon she said, * Pass the night. . . "



The Misfortunes of Wenamon. 137

Here the torn writing comes to an abrupt end,
and the remainder of Wenamon's adventures are
for ever loat amidst the dust of El Hibeh. One
may suppose that Hetebe took the Egyptian under
her proteetion, and that ultimately he arrived once
more in Egypt, whither Zakar-Baal had perhaps
already sent the timber., Returning to his native
town, it seems that Wenamon wrote his report,
which for some reason or other was never des-
patched to the High Priest. Perhapas the envoy
was himsolf sent for, and thus his report was
rendered us~less; or perhaps our text is ome of
severel copies.

There can be no question that he was a writer
of great power, and this tale of his adventures
must be regarded ns one of the jewels of the
aocient Egyptian language. The brief deserip-
tion of the Prince of Byblos, seated with his back
to the window, while the waves beat against the
wall below, brings wividly before one that far-off
scene, and reveals a lightness of touch most un-
usual in writers of that time. There is surely,
too, an appreciation of a delicate form of humour
observable in his account of some of his dealings
with the prince. It is appalling to think that
the peasants who found this roll of papyrus might
bave used it as fuel for their evening fire; and
that, had not a drifting rumour of the value of
guch articles reached their village, this little tale
of old Egypt and the long-lost Kingdoms of the
Sea would have gone up to empty heaven in a
pufl of smoke.



CHAPTER VI,
THE STORY OF THE SBHIPWRECKED BATLOR.

WaEN the early Spanish explorers led their expe-
ditions to Florida, it was their intewntion to find
the Fountain of Perpetusl Youth, tales of its
potent waters having reached Peter Martyr as
early as 1511. This desire to discover the things
pertaining to Fairyland has been, throughout
history, one of the most fertile sources of advent-
urs. From the days when the archaic Egyptians
penetrated into the regions south of the Cataracts,
where they believed that the inhabitants were
other than human, and into Pount, the * Land of
the Ghosts," the hope of Fairyland has led men to
search the face of the earth and to penetrate into
its unknown places. It has been the theme of
countless stories: it has supplied material for
innumerable son

And in spite of the circumambulations of seience
about us, in spite of the hardening of all the
tissues of our imagination, in spite of the pheno-
menal development of the commonplace, this desire
for a glimpse of the mirasculous is still set deeply
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in our hearts. The old quest of Fairyland is as
active now as ever it was, We still presume, in
our unworthiness, to pass the barriers, and to walk
upon those paths which lead to the enchanted
forests and through them to the city of the Moon.
At any moment we are ready to set forth, like
Arthur's knights, in search of the Holy Grail

The explorer who penetrates into Central Africa
in quest of King Sclomon's mines ia impelled by a
bope closely akin to that of the Spaniards, The
excavator who digs for the buried treasures of the
Inecas or of the Egyptians is often led by a desire
for the fabulous. Search is now being made in the
western desert of Egypt for a lost city of burnished
copper ; and the Anglo- Egyptian official is con-
stantly urged by credulous natives to take camels
acroes the wilderness in quest of & town whose
houses and temples are of pure gold What arch-
sologist has not at some time given ear to the
whispers that tell of long-lost treasures, of for-
gotten cities, of Atlantis swallowed by the sea?
It is not only children who love the tales of Fairy-
land. How happily we have read Kipling's * Puck
of Pook's Hill,! De la Motte Fouqué's * Undine,’
Kenneth Grahames * Wind in the Willows,' or
F. W. Bain's Indian stories. The recent fairy
plays—Barry's * Peter Pan," Maeterlinck's * Blue
Bird,” and the like—have been epormously sue-
cessful. Bay what we will, fairy tales still hold
their old power over us, and still we turn to them
as a relief from the commonplace.
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Some of us, failing to find Fairyland upon earth,
have transferred it to the kingdom of Death ; and
it has become the hope for the future. Each
Sunday in church the congregation of business
men and hard-worked women set aside the things
of their monotonous life, and sing the songs of the
endleas search. To the rolling notes of the crgan
they tell the tale of the Elysian Fields :' they take
their unfilled desire for Fairyland and adjust it to
their deathless hope of Heaven. They sing of
crystal fountains, of streets paved with gold, of
meadows dressed with living green where they
shall dwell as children who now as exiles mourn.
There everlasting spring abides and never-wither-
ing flowers ; there ten thousand times ten thousand
clad in sparkling raiment throng up the steepa of
light. Here in the church the most unimaginative
people ery aloud upon their God for Fairyland.

“The roseate hues of early down,
Thie brightooss of the day,
The crimson of the sunset eky,
How fust they fade away |
0L, for the pearly gotes of Iiuwn
Ob, for the golden floar .

They know no way of picturing the incomprehen-
sible state of the future, and they interpret it,
therefore, in terms of the fairy tale.

I am inclined to think that this sovereignty of
the fairies iz beneficial. Fairy tales fill the minds
of the young with knowledge of the kindly people
who will reward with many gifts those that are
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charitable to the.old ; they teach a code of chivalry
that brings as its reward the love of the beautiful
princess in the tower; they tell of dangers over-
come by courage and perseverance; they sugpesi
a contact with nature which otherwise might never
ba developed. Where angels and archangels over-
awe by their omnipotence, the microscopic fairies
who can sit singing upon a mushroom and dangle
from the swaying stem of a bluebell, carry the
thoughts down the seale of life to the little and
really important things. A sleepy child will rather
believe that the Queen of the Fairies is acting
sentr upon the knob of the bedpost than that an
angel stands at the hend of the cot with great
wings spread in protection—wings which sugpest
the probability of claws and a beak to match.

The dragoops which can only be slain by the
noble knight, the enchantments which can only
be broken by the outwitting of the evil witch, the
lady who ean only be won by perils bravely en-
dured, form the material of meoral lessons which no
other method of teaching could so impress upen
the youthful mind.

And when mature years are attained the atmos-
phere of Fairyland remains with us.  The lost
songs of the little people drift through the brain,
recalling the infinite possibilities of beauty and
goodness which are so slightly out of reach; the
forgotten wonder of elfs and brownies suggests
itgelf to us from the heart of Howers and amidst
the leaves of trees. The clear depths of the sea
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take half their charm from the memory of the
mermaid's palace; the silence of forests is rich
with the expectancy of the Knight of the Golden
Plume ; the large spaces of kitchens and corri-
dors are hushed for the coneealment of Robin
Goodfellow.

1t is the elusiveness, the enchantment, of Fairy-
land which, for the mature mind, constitutes its
greatest value and charm ; it is & man's desire for
the realms of Midsummer-night that makes the
building of those realms in our childhood &0 valu-
able. We are constantly endeavouring to reeapture
the grace of that intangible kingdom, and the hope
of ultimate success retains the elasticity of the
mind. Held fast by the stiffened joints of reason
and closeted with the gout of science, we are fet-
tered prisoners in the world unless thers be the
knowledge that something eludes us to lead us on.
We know quite well that the fairies do not exist,
but at the same time we cannot deny that the
elusive atmoaphere of Fairyland is one with that
of our fondest dreams

Who has not, upon a grey morning, awakened
from sleep with the knowledge that he has passed
out from a kingdom of dream more dear than all
the realms of real life? Vainly we endeavour to
recall the Jost details, but only the impression
remaing. That impression, however, warms the
tone of our whole day, and frames our thoughta as
it were with precious stones. Thus also it is with
the memory of cur childhood's idea of Fairyland :
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the impression is recalled, the brain peers forward,
the thoughts go on tiptos, and we feel that we
have caught a glimpse of Beauty., Indeed, the
recollection of the atmosphere created im our
youthful minds by means of fairy tales is perhaps
the most abundnnt of the sources of our knowledge
of Beauty in mature years,

I do not suppose that I am alone in declaring
that some of the most tender feelings of childhood
are inspired by the misfortunes of the Beast in the
story of * Beauty and the Beast™; and the Slesp-
ing Beauty is the first love of many a small bdy.
Man, from his youth up, eraves enchantment ; and
though the business of life gives him no oppor-
tunity for the indulging in day-dreams, there are
few of us indeed who have not at some time sought
the phantom isles, and sought in vain. There is
no stormy night, when the wind moans through
the trees, and the mooo-rack flies overhead, but
takes something of ite mystery from the recollec-
tion of the enchantments of the dark ages. The
sun does not sink into the sea amidst the low-lying
clowds but eome vague thought is brought to mind
of the uncharted island whereon that maiden lies
gleeping whese bair iz dark as heaven's wrath, and
whose breast is white like alabaster in the pathway
of the moon. There she lies in the charmed circle
under the trees, where none may enter until that
hour when some pale, lost mariner shall surprise
the secret of the pathway, and, coming suddenly
upon her, shall kiss her shadowed lips. Vagus,
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clusive. undelined, as sush fancies must be, they
yot tinge the thoughts of almost every mun at
cerfaln meroents of his life, and sct him searching
for the enchantment of bygone duys.  Eagurly he
looks Gw thos:

o Mugie exseqenta epuning ou e framnm
i perilous seas, in fairy fnmds forlom ™ ;

wiel it is the fict of their unreality that gives them
their hu.llul.ing vilue,

The tulluwing Ktory, presecved oo papyrus now
nt Su Petorsbmry, deseribes o mvaterious jeland
whereon there dwell a mouster st lovable and
west furlurts @ ereature so temderly deawn, indesd,
Lhat the rewder will wot fail foentbirone Wi in the
little eompany of the ILFI:III:]IU. of The kiggedrn of
the fiiry tale.  Translutions of e stury by Lwo
or three swvaneg have *L;-]wirm! bt Lhe prt-q,ut
version, which 1 give in its liweral form, has been
|1n-1mrm| especindly fur this volime hlr Mr Alan
Crardiner 3 amld, mrming from bin, at Ly he saul
s b thie Jast wonl of tle: science upon the subjees
of this diflizalt text,

The sevine with which the &tery opens s eleaddy
mclicatd ]:}' L tl:iiu:hw{nt‘} SO ey, {]qu}gh
actunlly it is not deseribed. A lurge w wr-gnlley
biad eomie pwingi: o down the Nile !rmr. the Tl
of Wawat t]n:. Hrmth, the onrs flushing in the
Nubian sunlight.  On the left the grauite rocks
ol the island of Higel wwered nbove the vessel ;
on the right the island of Phile, as yet devoid of
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I:I‘I.Iﬂll:'lill!l'l.,!:g";ﬂ1 rested placidly on the blue waters.
Ahead ware the docks of Shallul, where the clua-
tered boata lay darkly against the yellow of the
desert, and busy groups of figures, lrading and
unloading cargrovs, inoved to and fro over the sand.
Awny to the left, behind Bigeh, the distant roar
of the First Cataraet could ba heand as the waters
went rushing down from Nubis neross the frontier
inte Egvpt,

The prent vessel had just neturned from the
little-known vountry of Ethivpia, which bordered
the Lol of the Ghoste, huvinge its frontives upon
Lhue H}!c‘lre:,i of thie sea that encirelad the world ; and
the sailors were all straining their eves towards
these docks which formed the southernmost out-
poat of Evrypt, their bome. The greatest exeite-
nent prevailed on deck ; but in the ealin, erveted
of vari-eodoured eloth in the stern of the vessel, the
nobile losder of the cxpadition whieh was now at
its ennclusion lay in a tronblal sloep, tossing wer-
'L‘uu51:,.r UpHans Lig Led. Hiz dreams were wll of the
terrible ordenl which was before him.  He could
tuke no pleasure in his home-coming, for be was
driven nigh erazy by the thoughy of entering the
pregenes of the preat Pharsoh himsell in under to
make his report.

Mt is whoost inpessible o realise nowadays the
uguui&_u, oof iimd that o toan head I_H_Hilﬂll:"l' whi wins
obliged to wppruach the fnearnation of the sun
H!]”ﬂ mr;fh :ﬂld {o cravie I‘h:t- Efl.dtlh.:'l:ﬂﬂﬂ Df t]i”-ﬂ
wod in regard to any shorteomings in the conduet

K
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of the affairs intrusted to him. Of all the kings
of the earth the Pharach was the most terrible,
the most thoroughly frightening. Not only did
he hold the lives of his subjects in his hand to do
with them as he chose, but he also controlled the
welfare of their immortal souls; for, being a ged,
he had dominion over the realms of the dead. To
be censured by the Pharaoh was to be excommuni-
cated from the pleasures of this earth and out-
lawed from the fair estate of heaven. A well-
known Egyptian noble named Sinuhe, the hero of
a fine tale of adventure, describes himself as pet-
rified with terror when he entered the audience-
chamber. *1 stretched mysell on my stomach,”
he writes, "and became unconscious before him
(the Pharach). This god addressed me kindly,
but 1 was as a man overtaken by the twilight : my
soul departed, my flesh trembled ; my heart was
no more in my body that I should know life from
death.”! Bimilarly another personage writes:
““ Remember the day of bringing the tribute,
when thou passest into the Presence under the
window, the nobles on each side before his
Majesty, the nobles and ambassadors (1) of all
countries. They stand and gaze at the tribute,
while thou fearest and shrinkest back, and thy
hand is weak, and thou knowest not whether it
is death or life that is before thee; and thou art
brave (only) in praying to thy guda. ‘Save me,
prosper me this one time'"*®
1 Sinube, 264-2648, ¥ Papwrus Kolles, B, 1-4,
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Of the Pharaoh it is written—

" Thine eyo is clearer thun the stars of heaven ;
Thou seost farther thao the gumn,
If I speak afar off, thine ear hears;
If I de a hidden deed, thine eye sees it™

Or again—

“The god of taste is In thy moauth,
The god of knowledge is in thy heart ;
Thy tongue is enthroped in the templa of truth ;
God ia seated upon thy lips.” #

To meat face to face this all-knowing, all-seeing,
celestial cresture, from whom there could be no
secrets hid nor any guilt concealed, was an ordeal
to which a man might well look forward with
utter horror. It was this terrible dread that,
in the tale with which we are now concerned,
held the captain of this Nubian vessel in agony
upon his couch.

As he lay there, biting his ﬁuger-nnl'ia, one of
the ship's officers, himself & former leader of ex-
peditions, enbaced the cabin to aonownce their
arrival at the Shallal docks,

“(Good pews, prince," said he cheerfully to his
writhing master. ** Look, we have reached bome.
The-}r have taken the mallet and driven in the
mooring-post ; the ship's eable has been put on
land. There is merrymaking and thanksgiving,
and every man is embracing his fellow. Ouar
crow has returned unscathed, without loss to
our soldiers. We have reached the end of

t Anastasi Papyr, 4, 5, 6 1% 1 Kubban stels,
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Wawat, we have passed Bigeh. Yes, indeed,
we have returned safely; we have reached our
own land"”

At this the prince seems to have groaned anew,
much to the distress of his friend, who could but
urge him to pull himself together and to play the
man,

‘Listen to me, prines,” he begged, “ for I am
one void of exaggeration. Wash yourself, pour
water on your fingers"

The wretched man replied, it would seem, with
a repetition of his fears; whereupon the old sailor
seems to have sat down by his side and to:have
given him a word of advice as to how he should
behave in the king's presence. * Make answer
when you are addressed,” he said ; “speak to the
king with a heart in you; answer without re-
straint. For it is & man's mouth that saves
him. . . . But do as you will: to talk to you
is wearisome (to you)."

Presently the old sailor was seized with an idea.
He would tell & story, no matter whether it were
strictly true or oot, in which his own adventures
should be set forth. He would describe how he
was wrecked upon an unknown island, how he was
saved from death, and how, on his return, he was
conducted into the Pharaoh's presence. A narra-
tion of his own experiences before his sovereign
might give heart to his captain, and might effect-
ually lift the intolerable burden of dread from the
princely shoulders.
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“1" will relate to you," he began, “a similar
thing which befell me my very selfl 1 was
making & journey to the mines of the sove-
m]gﬂ .. rlr

The prince may here be supposed to have sat up
and given gloomy attention to his friend's words,
for Egyptiane of all ages have loved a good story,
and tales of adventures in the south were, in early
times, most ecceptable.  The royal gold mines re-
ferred to were probably situsted at the southern-
most end of the eastern Egyptian desert. To
reach them one would take ship from Kossair or
some other Hed SBea port, sail down the coast to
the frontiers of Pount, the modern Somaliland,
and then travel inland by ecaravan. Tt was a
perilous undertaking, and, at the time when
this story was written, the journey must have
furnished material for amazing yarns

“] went down on the Great Green Sea,” con-
tinued the speaker, *in a ship one hundred and
fifty cubits® in length and forty cubits in breadth,
and in i1t were & bundred and fifty sailors, picked
men of Egypt. They scanned the heavens and
they scanned the earth, and their hearts were
stouter than lions. They foretold the storm or
ever it came, and the tempest when as yet it
was not."”

A storm arose while they were out of sight of
land, and rapidly increased in violence, until the
waves, according to the very restrained estimate

! The avernge cubil was sbool 304 Inelws,
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of the narrator, were eight cubits high—that is to
say, about thirteen or fourteen feet. To one who
was accustomed to the waves of the Nile this
would be a great height; and the passage thus
sugpests that the seribe was an untravelled man,
A vessel of 150 cubits, or about 250 feet, in length
might have been expected to nide out a storm of
this magmtude but, according to the story, she
went to pieces, and the whole ship's company, with
the single exception of the teller of the tale, were
drowned. The survivor managed to cling to a
plank of wood, which was driven bv the wind
towards the shores of an uncharted island, and
here at length be was cast up by the waves

Not far from the beach there was a small
thicket, and to this the castaway hastened,
sheltering therein from the fury of the storm.
For three days in deep despair he lay hidden,
“without a companion,” as he said, “save my
heart;"” but at last the tempest subsided, the
sun shone in the beavens once again, and the
famigshed mariner was able to go in search of
food, which, to his delight, he found in abund-
ance.

The scene upon which he gazed as he plucked
the fruit of the laden trees was most mysterious,
and all that he saw around him must have had an
appearance not altogether conpsistent with reality,
for, indeed, the island was not real. It had been
called into existence, perhaps, at the bidding of
some god to relieve the tedium of an eternal after-
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noon, and suddenly it had appeared, floating upon
the blue waters of the ocean. How long it had
remained there, how long it would still remain,
none could tell, for at any moment the mind of
the god might be diverted, and instantly it would
dissolve and vanish as would & dream. Beneath
the isle the seas moved, and there in the darkness
the fishes of the deep, with luminous, round eyes,
passed to and fro, nibbling the roots of the trees
above them. Overhead the heavens stretched,
and around sbout spread the expanse of the sea
upon which ao living thing might be seen, save
only vhe dolphins as they leapt into the sunshine
and sank apain amidst the gleaming spray.

There wus abundant vegetation upon the island,
but it does not appear to have looked quite real.
The fig-trees were heavy with fruit, the vines were
festooned from bough to bough, hung with clusters
of grapes, and pomegranates were ripe for the
plucking.  But there seems to have been an
uncarthliness about them, as though a deep en-
chantment were upon them., In the tangled
undargrowth through which the bewildered sailor
walked there lay great melons and pumpkins,
The breeze wafted to his nostrils the smell of the
incense-trees; and the scent of the flowers, after
the storm, must have made every breath he
breathed a pleasure of Paradise to him. Moving
over the luxuriant ground, he put up flights of
wonderful birds which sped towards the interior,
red, green, and golden, againat the sky. Monkeys
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chattered at him from the trees, and sprang from
branch to branch amidst the dancing flowers. In
shadowed pools of clear water fishes were to be
soen, pliding amidst the reeds; and amongst the
rocks beside the sea the castaway could look down
upon the creatures of the deep imprisoned between
the tides.

Food in all forma was to hand, and he had bot
to fill his arms with the good things which Fate
had provided. “1 found there,” he said, " figs,
grapes, and ull manner of goodly onions; melous
and pomegranates were there, and' pumpkine of
every kind., Fishes were there and fowls: there
was nought that was lacking in it. 1 satisfied
myself, and set upon the ground the abundance
of that with which my arms were filled. 1 took
the fire-borer and kindled & fire, and made a burnt-
offering to the gods.”

Seated in the warm sunshine amidst the trees,
eating a ronst fowl seasoned with onions or some
equally palatable concoction, he seems to have
found the life of a shipwrecked mariner by no
means a8 distressing as he had anticipated ; and
the wording of the narrative appears to be so
arranged that an impression of comfortable ease
and security may surround his suulit figure.
SBuddenly, however, all was changed. “1 heard,”
said he, “a sound as of thunder, and I thought it
was the waves of the sea.” Then *“the trees
creaked and the earth trembled”; and, like the
Egyptian that he was, he went down on his shak-
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g hands and knees, and buried his face in the
ground.

At length T uncovered my face,” he declared,
“and I found it was a serpent that came, of the
length of thirty cubits "—about fifty feet—* and
his tail was more than two cubits” in diameter.
“ His skin was overlaid with gold, and his eye-
brows wera of real lapis lazuli, and he was
exceeding perfect,”

*“He opened .bis mouth to me,” he continued,
“as I lay on my stomach before him, and said to
me: ‘Who brought thee, who brought thee, little
one T—who brought thee? If thou delayest to
tell me who brought thee to this island I will
cause thee to know thyself (again only) when thou
art ashes, and art become that which is not seen’”
~—that is to say, a ghost.

“Thus you spoke to me,” whispered the old
sailor, a8 though again addressing the serpent,
who, in the narration of these adventures, had
become onee more a very present reality to him,
“but I heard it not. T lay before thee, and was
uneonscious.”

Continuing his story, he told how the great
serpent lifted him tenderly in his golden mouth,
and earried him to his dwelling-place, setting him
down there without hurt, amongst the fruit-trees
and the Howers. The Egyptian at once flung
himself uwpon his stomach before him, and lay
there in & stuper of terror. The serpent, how-
ever, meant him no harm, and indeed looked down
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on him with tender pity as he questioned him
Once more,

“Who brought thee, who brought these, little
one?"” he asked again. ““Who brought thee to
this island of the Great Green Sea, whereof the
(under) half is waves?"

On his hands and knees before the kindly
monster the shipwrecked Egyptian wansped to
regain possession of his faculties sufficiently to
give an account of himself,

“1 was poing down to the mines,” he faltered,
“on a mission of the sovereign, i~ a ship one
hundred and fifty cubits in length and forty in
breadth, and in it were one hundred and fifty
sailors, picked men of Egypt. They scanned the
heavens and they seanned the earth, and their
hearts were stouter than lions. They foretold the
storm or ever it came, and the tempest when as
yet it was not. Every one of them, his heart was
stout and his arm strong beyond his fellow.
There was none unproven amongst them. The
storm arose while that we were on the Great
Green Sea, before we touched land: and as we
sailed it redoubled (its strength), and the waves
thereof were eight cubits. There was a plank of
wood to which I elung. The ship perished, and
of them that were in her not one was left saving
me alone, who now am at your side. And I was
brought to this island by the waves of the Great
Green Sea”

At this point the man seems to have been over-
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come once more with terror, and the serpent,
therefore, hastened to reassure him.

“Fear not, little one,” he said in his gentle
voice; *fear not. Let not thy face be dismayed.
If thou hast come to me it is God who has let
thee live, who has brought thee to this phantom
isle in which there is naught that is lucking, but
it is full of all good things. Behold, thou shalt
pass month for month until thou accomplish four
months upon this island, And a ship shall come
from home, and sailors in it whom thou knowest,
and thou shalt go home with them, and shalt die
in thine own city."

“How glad is he,” exclaimed the old mariner
88 he related his adventures to the prince, ** how
glad is he that recounts what he has experienced
when the calamity is passed!” The prince, no
doubt, replied with a melancholy grunt, and the
thread of the story was onee more taken up.

There was a particular reason why the serpent
should be touched and interested to hear how
Frovidence had saved the Epyptian from death,
for he himself had survived a great calamity, and
had been saved from an equally terrible fate, as
he now proceeded to relate.

“T will tell to thee the like thereof™ he eaid,
“which happened in this island, [ dwelt herein
with my brothers, and my children were among
them. Beventy-two serpents we were, all told,
with my offspring and my brothers; nor have T
yeot mentioned to thee a little girl brought to me
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by fortune. A star cams down, and all these
went up in the flames. And it happened so that
I was not together with them when they were
consumed ; I was not in their midst. I could
have died (of grief) for them when I found them
a8 & single pile of corpses.”

It is clear from the story that this great
serpent was intended to be pictured as & sad
and lonely, but most lovable, character. All
slone upon this ghostly isle, the last of his race,
one is to imagine him dreaming of the little girl
who was taken from him, togetber with all his
family. Although fabulous himself, ard balf
divine, he was yet the vietim of the gods, and
was made to suffer real sorrows in his unreal
existence. Day by day he wandered over his
limited domain, twisting his polden body amidst
the pumpkins, and rearing himself above the fig-
trees ; thundering down to the beach to salute
the passing dolphing, or sunning himself, a golden
blaze, upon the rocks. Thers remained naught
for him to do but to await the cessation of the
phantasy of his life; and yet, though his lot was
hard, he was ready at once to subordinate his
sorrows to those of the shipwrecked sailor before
him. No more is sald of his distress, but with
his next words he seems to have dismissed his
own misfortunes, and to bave attempted to com-
fort the Egyptian.

“If thou art brave,” he said, “and restrainest
thy longing, thou shalt press thy children to thy
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bosom and kiss thy wife, and behold thy houss
—that is the best of all things. Thou shalt
reach home, and shalt dwell there amongst thy
brothers."”

“Thereat,” said the mariner, “I cast me upon
my stomach and touched the ground before him,
and I said to him: ‘T will tell of thy might to
the Sovereign, I will cause him to be acquainted
with thy greatness. I will let bring to thee per-
fume and spices, myrrh and awest-scented woods,
and incense of the sanctuaries wherewithal every
god is propitisted. I will recount all that has
befallen me, and that which T have seen by his
might; and they shall praise thee in that city
before the magistrates of the entire land. 1 will
slaughter to thee oxen as a burnt-offering, peese
will I pluck for thee, and I will let bring to thee
vessels laden with all the goodly things of Egypt,
as may be (fitly) done to a pod who loves men
in a distant land, a land unknewn to men.'”

At these words the serpent opened his golden
mouth and fell to laughing. The thought that
this little mortal, grovelling before him, could
believe himsell able to repay the kindnesses
received tickled him immensely.

“ Hast thou not muech incense (here, then)?”
he laughed. * Art not become a lord of frank-
incense ! And I, behold I am prines of Pount,”
the land of perfumes, “and the incense, that is my
very own. As for the epices which thou sayest
shall be brought, they are the wealth of this



158 Studies in the Treasury.

igland. Bat it shall happen when thou hast
left this place, never shalt theu sve this islund
more,” for it shall be chonged to waves.”

The teller of the story dves not relate in what
manner he received this well - merited reproof.
The mentle monster, no doubt, was tolerant of
his p;-usmnptunusnﬂs, and soon put him at his
ease¢ again.  During the whole [mnl::d of the
FEgyptian's residence on the islund, in fact, the
golden serpent seems to have heen invariably
kind to him. The Jdays passed by like » happy
dream, and the spell of the island’s enchuntment
possessed him so that, in after times, the details
of the cvents of every day were lost in the
gingle illusion of the whole wdventure.

At lust the ship avrived, as it had been fove-
told, amd the sailor watehed hee passing over
the lugy sca towards the mysterious shore. 1
went and got me up into w tall tree,” he said,
“amd I recognised those that were in it,  Aund
I went to report the matier (to the serpent),
aml I found that be knew it."

Very tenderly the preat monster addressed lim.
v are thee well, hittle sne,” he suid,  “ Fure thes
well to thy house. - Mayest thou see thy children
wud raise up a posd nume in thy eity.  Dehold,
guch nre my wishes for thee”

“Then,” coutinned the swilor, “ I laid e on
my stomach, wny arms were bended befure him,
And he gave me a [reicht of frunkinecuse, per-
fume and myreh, sweet-seented wouds and anti-
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mony, girafles’ tails, great heaps of inecense,
elephant tusks, dogs, apes amd baboons, and all
manner of viluable things, And 1 louded then
it thao Bhip, aud T laid my well op my storuach
to make thankespiving to him. Then he said to
me: ' Behold, thoen ahalt come home in two
pwnthe, ol shull press thy chiliren to thy
bogem, aud shalt Hourish in their midst: and
there thou shait Iee bamed, ™

To wppreciate the simificanee of these Tust
words it is necessury to remember what  an
il|1|]ua'1.u1|t matter it was te on i':;;}'i}ti;m that
he should b buried in his native city, Tn our
own euse the position upon the map of the place
wiere we lay dows var discanded banes is pener-
ally not. of first-rutv 1||:||u.|1|:.J.rw||.1 aml the ”“"—'?—.ht'
of being Luried in foreien Tnods does not frizhien
us. Whether our body i 1o be pucked away in
the I:{;L'l‘ul]‘l'ﬁliﬁ ol our t‘Et}‘. v shevell=d it a
bde on the ootskirts of Tiobucioo, i« not a
matter of vital interest.  There s o cortain sen-
timent thut leads s to desire interment. amidst
Funiliur secoes, bt it s subordinated with cose
w other considerations, To the Fevptian, how-
ever, ib wns o mutter of parumouns importance.
“What is s greater thing,” svs Sinubee in the
tule of lag adventures o Asin, than thot I
should be buried in the bl in which [ was
bornd “Thou shalt b die e a foreign land ;
Aviaties slod! pol comduet thee o the ti;ll'nllr”
piye the Pharaol to him; wnd agin, 1t is no
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little thing that thou shalt be buried without
Asiatics conducting thee"! There is a stela
now preserved in Stuttgart, in which the de-
censed man asks those who pass his tomb teo
say a prayer for his soul; and he adjures them
in these words: “So truly as ye wish that your
native gods should praise you, and that ye should
be established in your seats, and that ye should
hand down your offices to your children : that ye
should reach your homes in safoty, and recount
your ftravels to your wives;— then say &
prayer,” &eo.®

The serpent was thus giving the castaway a
promise which meant more to him than all the
other blessings, and it was with a light heart
indeed that he ran down to the beach to pgreet
his countrymen. “1 went down to the shore
where the ship was” he continued, “and I
called to the soldiers which were in that ship,
and I gave praises upon the shore to the lord
of this island, and likewise did they which were
in the ship.”

Then he stepped on board, the gangway was
drawn up, and, with a great sweep of the oars,
the ship passed out oo to the open sea. Standing
on deck amongst the new cargo, the officers and
their rescued friend bowed low to the great ser-
pent who towered above the trees at the water's
edge, gleaming in the sunshine, * Fare thee well,

' Sinuhe, B, 158, 197, 268
3 Zoit. Aog. Spe., 39 (1601), p. 118,
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little one,” his deep voice rolled acrosa the water;
and again they bowed in obeisance to him. The
main-gail was unfurled to the wind, and the vessel
soudded bravely across the Great Green Sea; but
for some time yet they must have kept their eyes
upon the fair shape of the phantom island, as the
trees blended into the hills and the hills at last
into the haze; and their vision must have been
focussed upon that one gleaming point where the
golden serpent, alone once more with his memories,
watched the ship moving over the fairy seas.

“So safled wae northwards,” said the sailor, * to
the place of the Sovereign, and we reached home
in two months, in accordance with all that he had
gaid. And I entered in before the Sovereign, and
I brought to him this tribute which I had taken
away from within this island. Then gave he
thanksgivings for me befors the magistrates of
the entire land. And [ was made a ‘Follower,’
and was rewarded with the serfs of such an
one.”

The old sailor turned to the gloomy prince
as he brought his story to an end. *Look at
me," he exclaimed, “pow that I have reached
land, now that I have seen (again in memory)
what T have experienced. Hearken thou to me,
for behold, to hearken is good for men.”

But the prinee only sighed the mere deeply,
and, with a despairing gesture, replied : * Be not
{s0) superior, my friend | Doth one give water to
a bird on the eve, when it is to be slain on the

L
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morrow " With these words the manuseript
abruptly ends, and we are supposed to leave the
prince still disconsolate in his cabin, while his
friend, unable to cheer him, returns to his duties
on deck.



PART II1L

RESEARCHES IN THE TREASURY.

", oo Aod ke, ahall b,

Man, hor last work, who seem'd eo fair,
Buch splesulid purposs in his eyes,
Wlka roll'd the gaalm to wintry shies,

Who baslit bl fanes of fruithesa prayer,

Wha Joved, whe sullersd countie ills,
Wha battled for tha Trse, the Just,
Lo Blowm akeut the desert duast,
Or seal'd mithde the iron hilla ™
—TERNFE0H,



CHAPTER VII.
RECERT EXCAVATIONE IN EGYPT.

THeRE came to the camp of & certain professor,
who was engaged in excavating the ruins of an
ancient Egyptisn eity, a young and faultlessly-
attired Englishman, whose thirst for dramatic
adventure had led him to offer his services as
an unpaid assistant digger. This immaculate
personage had read in novels and tales many an
account of the wonders which the spade of the
excavator could reveal, and be firmly believed
that it was only necessary to set a “ nigger” to
digia little hole in the ground to open the way
to the treasuries of the Pharaohs. Geold, silver,
and precious stones gleamed before bim, in his
imagination, as he hurried along subterranean
passages to the vaults of long-dead kings. He
expected to slide upon the seat of his very well-
made breeches down the staircase of the ruined
palace which he had entered by way of the sky-
light, and to find himself, at the bottom, in the
presence of the bejewelled dead. In the intervals
between such experiences he was of opinion that
a little quiet gazelle shooting would agreeably fill
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in the swiftly passing hours; und at the end of
the scason’s work he picturel himseli’ returning
to the bosomw of his family with such a tale to
tell that every cur would be opened {o b,

On his arvival at the camp e was conduetud
to the site ol his future labours: and his horri-
fied guze was direeted over a lurge area of mud-
pie, knee-deep in which a few bedrappled natives
slushed their way dowowards,  After thres wecks'
work on thin distressing site, the professar an-
nwounced thal he had managed to trice throngh
the mind the outlive of vie palace walis, onee the
teature of the city, aud that the work here might
now be regarded oy fnisleed. He was then con-
ducted to a desolate spol in the desert, aod until
the day en which by thal buck 1o Englioad he was
kepe to the monotonons task of superivtending a
sy of natives whose sole business il was o dig
n very large bole in the sacd, day after day and
woek after week,

It is, however, sometioes the forlone of the
exeavater to muke ndiseovery whiel ulmose rivals
i drumatie interest the tales of his youth,  Such
ati expericnee fell to the Jor of Ewil Brugsch
Pasha when he was lowered o an aneient tomb
wnd found Limge!f lee to face with & seore of the
Pharuehs of Llgypt, cuch lying in his eofling or
ngeriing, when Monsivor dve Morgan discovered the
great mass of roval jewels in oe of the pyramids
ut Dachour. DBut such *finds” con be counted
on the fingers, and wore often an excavatiou is
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8 [ruitless drodgery. Moreover, the life of the
digper in not often a pleasant one.

It will perhaps be of interest to the rewder of
romanced to illustrate the nbove remarks hy the
nariation of some of my own experivoess ; but
there ave only a few ioteresting and  unusual
epivzodes in which T have had the peculinrly
good fortune to be an aetor.  There will probably
b some drama to e felt in the sceount of the
mure important discoveriea (for thers certainly is
to the autiquarian himself); bot it should Le
pointed out that the interest of these rare finuls
palus bofme the description, which wany of us
have heard, of how the H.I‘l':l'llL‘D]HgiE*H of n past
eentury diseovered the Ludy of Charlemague elud
i his royval robes und seated upou his throne,—
.whiels, 1—_1; Thie Wiy, s I..ll..'l[tl_' untrue, In 5}1[1.3
of all that s eald to the contrary, truth iz seldom
stranguer than tietion: and the reader who desires
to be told of the diseuvery of buried eities whose
sirevts wre paved with gold should take warning
in thme awd return ot onee to his nevels

It the duwning interest ol the reader bis now
been thoroughly vooled by these words, it may
be presuwed that ic will be utterly anoibilsted
by the followiuy nurmtion of my first fruitless
excavation ; and thus one will e shle o con-
tinve the slory with the relicved conseivusness
that nobody s attending, .

In the eapacity of assistunt to Professor Flinders
Putrie, T was get, wuny yeurs ago, tuv the task of
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excavating a supposed royal cemetery in the desert
behind the ancient city of Abydos, in Upper Egypt.
Two mounds were first attacked ; and after many
weeks of work in digging through the sand, the
superstructure of two great tombs was bared. In
the case of the first of these seversl fine passages
of good masoury were cleared, and at last the
burial-chamber was reached. In the huge sar-
cophagus which was there found great hopes were
entertained that the body and funeral-offerings of
the dead prince would be discovered; but when
at last the interior was laid bo=~ the solitary
article found was a copy of a French newspaper
left behind by the last, and equally disgusted,
excavator. The second tomb defied the most
ardent exploration, and failed to show any traces
of & burial. The mystery was at last solved by .
Professor Petrie, who, with his usual keen per-
ception, scon came to the conclusion that the
whole tomb was a dummy, built solely to hide
an enormous mass of rock chippings, the presence
of which had besn a puzzle for some time. These
masons’ chippings were evidently the output from
some large cutting in the rock, and it became
apparent that there must be a great rock tomb
in the neighbourhood. Trial trenches in the
vicinity presently revealsd the eoxistence of a
long wall, which, being followed in either direc-
tion, proved to be the boundary of a vast court
or enclosure built upon the desert at the foot
of a conspicucus clitfi. A ramp led up to the
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entrance; but as it was slightly askew and
pointed to the southern end of the enclosure, it
was supposed that the rock tomb, which presum-
ably ran into the oliff from somewhers inside
this area, was situated at that end. The next
few weeks were occupied in the tedious task of
probing the sand hereabouts, and at length in
clearing it away altogether down to the surface
of the underlying rock. Nothing was found, how-
ever; and sadly we turned to the exact middle
of the court, and began to work slowly to the
foot of the clif, Here, in the very middle of
the back wall, a pillared chamber was found,
and it seemed certain that the entrance to the
tomb would now be discovered.

The best men were placed to dig out this cham-
ber, and the excavator—it was many ysars ago—
went about his work with the weight of fame upon
his shoulders and an expression of intense mystery
upon his sorely sun-seorched face, How clearly
memory recalls the letter home that week, “ We
are on the eve of & great discovery”; and how
vividly rises the picture of the baking desert sand
into which the sweating workmen were slowly
digging their way! But our hopes were short-
lived, for it very scon became apparent that
there was no tomb entrance in this part of the
enclosure. There remained the north end of
the area, and on to this all the available men
were turned. Deeper and deeper they dug their
way, until the mounds of sand thrown out formed,
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a8 it were, the lip of a great crater. At last, some
forty or fifty feet down, the underlying rock was
struck, and presently the mouth of a great shaft
was exposed leading down into the bowels of the
earth. The royal tomb had at last been dis-
covered, and it ooly remained to effect an
entrance. - The days were now filled with excite-
ment, and, the thoughts being concentrated on
the question of the identity of the royal cccupunt
of the tomb, it was soon fixed in our minds that
we were about to enter the burial-place of no
less o personage than the great Pharaoh Senusert
IIL. (Sesostris), the same king whose jewels were
found at Dachour.

One evening, just after I had left the work,
the men ecame down to the distant camp to say
that the last barrier was now reached and that an
entrance could be effected at once. In the pale
light of the moon, therefore, T hastened back to
the desert with a few trusted men. As we walked
along, one of these natives very cheerfully re-
marked that we should all probably get our
throats cut, as the brizands of the neighbourhood
had got wind of the discovery, and were sure to
attempt to enter the tomb that night. With this
pleasing prospect before us we walked with some
caution over the silent desert. Reaching the
mound of sand which surrounded our excavation,
we crept to the top and peeped over into the
crater. At once we obeerved a dim light below
us, and almost immediately an agitated but polite
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voice from the opposite mound called out in Arabie,
“(CGo away, mister. 'We have all pot guns” This
remark was followed by & shot which whistled
past me; and therewith I slid down the hill cnce
more, and heartily wished myself safe in my bed.
Our party then spread round the erater, and at a
given word we proposed to rush the place. But
the enemy was too quick for us, and after the
briefest serimmage, and the exhanging of a harm-
lesa shot or two, we found ourselves in possession
of the tomb, and were able to pretend that we
were not a bit frightened.

Then into the dark depths of the shaft we
deacended, and ascertained that the robbers had
not effected an entrance. A iﬂng ﬂ.ight watch
followed, and the next day we had the satisfaction
of arresting some of the eriminals. The tomb was
found to penetrate several hundred feet into the
cliff, and at the end of the long and beautifully
worked passage the great royal sarcopbagus was
found —empty ! Se ended a very strenuous
season's work.

If the experiences of & digger in Professor
Petrie's camp are to be regarded as typical, they
will probably serve to damp the ardour of eager
young gentlemen i search of ancient Egyptian
treasure, One lives in a bare little hut con-
atructed of mud, and roofed with cornstalke or
corrugated iron ; and if by chance there happened
to be a rain storm, as there was when I was a
member of the community, one may watch the
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frail building gently subside in & liguid stream
on to one's bed and books. For seven days in
the week one's work continues, and it is only to
the real enthusiast that that work is not mon-
otonous and tiresome.

A few years later it fell to my lot to excavate
for the Government the funeral temple of
Thutmosis III. at Thebes, and a fairly large sum
was spent upon the undertaking, Although the
site was most promising in appearance, a couple
of months' werk brought to light hardly a single
object of importance, whereas exacly similar sites
in the same neighbourhood had produced inserip-
tions of the greatest value. Two years ago I
assisted at an excavation upon a site of my
own selection, the net result of which, after six
weeks' work, wag one mummified cat! To mt:
over the work day after day, as did the un-
fortunate promoter of this particular enterprise,
with the flies buzzing around his face and the
sun blazing down upon him from a relentless
sky, was hardly a pleasurable tesk; and to watch
the clouds of dust go up from the tip-heap,
where tons of unprofitable rubbish rolled down
the hillside all day long, was an occupation for
the damned. Yet that is excavating os it is
usually found to be.

Now let us consider the other side of the
story. In the Valley of the Tombs of the Kings
at Thebes excavations have been conducted for
gome years by Mr Theodore M. Davis, of New-
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port, Rhode Island, by special arrangement with
the Department of Antiquities of the Egyptian
Government ; and as an oflicial of that Depart-
ment I have had the privilege of being present
at ull the recent discoveries. The finding of the
tomb of Yuaa and Tuau a few years apo was one
of the most interesting archmological events of
recent times, and one which came somewhere
near to the standard of romance set by the
novelists. Yuaa and Tuau were the parents of
Queen Tiy, the discovery of whose tomb is re-
corded in the pext chapter. When the entrance
of thgir tomb was cleared, a flight of steps was
exposed, leading down to a passape blocked Ly a
wall of loose stones. In the top right-hand corner
& small hole, large enough to admit a man, had
_been made in ancient times, and through this we
could look down into a dark passage. As it was
too late in the day to enter at once, we postponed
that exciting experience until the morrow, and
some police were sent for to guard the entrance
during the night. I bad slept the previous night
over the mouth, and there was now no possibility
of leaving the place for several more nights, so a
rough camp was formed on the spot.

Here I settled myself down for the long wateh,
and speculated on the events of the next morniog,
when Mr Davis and one or two well-known Egypt-
ologists were to come to the valley to open the
sepulechre. Preseotly, in the silent darkoess, a
slight noise was heard on the hillside, and im-
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wediately the challenge of the sentry rang out.
This was answered by a distant eall, and after
some moments of alertness on our part we ob-
served two fignres approaching us. These, to my
surprise, proved to be a well - known American
artist and his wife,! who had obviously come on
the expectation that trouble was ahead; but
though in this they were certainly destined to
suffer disappointment, still, out of respect for the
absolute unconcern of both visitors, it may be men-
tioned that the mouth of a Jonely tomb already
said by native romour to contain incaleulabls
wealth is not perhaps the safest place in the
world. Here, then, on a level patch of rock we
three lay down and slept fitfully until the dawn,
Soon after breakfast the wall at the mouth of the
tomb was pulled down, and the party passed into
the low passage which eloped down to the burial
chamber. At the bottom of this passage there
was a second wall blocking the way; but when
a few layers had been taken off the top we were
able to climb, one by one, inte the chamber.
Imagine entering a town houss which had been
closed for the summer: imagine the stuffy room,
the stiff, silent appearance of the furniture, the
feeling that some ghestly oceupauts of the vacant
chairs have just been disturbed, the desire to
throw oper the windows to let life into the
room once more. That was perhaps the first
sensation as we stood, really dumfounded, and
1 Mr aod Mro Joseph Lindon Smith.
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stared around at the relies of the life of over
three thousand years ago, all of whith were as
new almost ns when they graced the palace of
Prince Yuaa. Three arm-chairas were perhaps the
first objects to attract the attention: beautiful
carved wooden chairs, decorated with gold. Be-
longing to one of these was a pillow made of
down and covered with linen. It was so perfectly
preserved that ome might have sat upon it or
tossed it from this chair to that without doing
it injury. Hera were fine alabaster vases, and in
one of these we were startled to find a liguid,
like honey or syrup, still unpsclidified by time.
Boxes of exquisite workmanship stood in various
parts of the room, some resting on delicately
wrought legs. Now the eye was directed to a
wicker trunk fitted with trays and partitions, and
ventilated with little apertures, since the scents
were doubtless strong. Two most comfortable
bede were to be observed, fitted with springy
string mattresses and decorated with charming
designs in gold. There in the far corner, placed
upon the top of a number of large white jars,
stood the light chariot which Yuaa had owned
in his lifetime. In all directions etood objects
gleaming with geld undulled by a speck of dust,
and ooe locked from one article to another with
the feeling that the entire human conception of
Time was wrong. These were the things of
yesterday, of & year or 8o ago. Why, here were
meate prepared for the feasts in the Underworld ;
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here were Yuaa's favourite joints, each neatly
placed in & wooden box as though for a journey.
Here was his staff, and here were his sandals,—
a new pair and an old. In another corner there
stood the magical figures hy the power of which
the prinee was to make his way through Hades.
The words of the mystical “Chapter of the
Flame" and of the *Chapter of the Magical
Figure of the North Wall" were inseribed upon
them ; and upon a great roll of papyrus twenty-
two yards in length other efficacious prayers were
written,

But though the eyes passed from object to object,
they ever returned to the two lidless gilded coffing
in which the owners of thie room of the dead lay as
though peacefully eleeping. First above Yuaa and
then above his wife the electric lamps were held,
and as one looked down into their quiet faces there
was almost the feeling that they would presently
open their eyes and blink at the light. The stern
features of the old mau commanded one's attention,
and again and again our gaze was turned from this
mues of wealth to this sleeping figure in whose
honour it had been placed here.

At last we returned to the surface to allow the
thoughts opportunity to collect themselves and
the pulses time to quiet down, for, even to the
most unemotional, a discovery of this kind, bring-
ing one into the very presence of the past, has
really an unstendying effect. Then once more we
descended, and made the preliminary arrangements
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for the cataloguing of the antiquities. It was now
that the real work began, and, once the excitement
was past, there was a monotony of labour to be
faced which put a very considerable strain on the
powers of all concerned. The hot days when one
eweated over the heavy packing-cases, and the
bitterly cold nights when one lay at the mouth of
the tomb under the stars, dragged on for many &
week ; and when at last the long train of boxes
wad carried down to the Nile en route for the
Caire Museum, it was with a sigh of relief that
the official returned to his repular work,

Thir, of course, was a very exceptional discovery,
Mr Davia has made other great finds, but to me
they bave not equalled in dramatic interest the
discovery just recorded. Even in this royal valley,
however, there is mueh drudgery to be faced, and
for a large part of the season's work it is the ex-
cavator'’s business to turn over endless masses of
rock chippings, and to dig huge holas which have
no interest for the patient digger. Sometimes the
mouth of & tomb is bared, and is entered with the
profoundest hopes, which are at once dashed by
the sudden mbrupt ending of the cutting a few
yards from the surface. At other times a tomb-
chamber is reachad and is found to be absolutely
empty.

At another part of Thebes the well-known
Egyptologist, Professor Schiaparelli, had exca-
vated for & pumber of years without finding any-
thing of much importanee, when suddenly one fine

.
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day he struck the mouth of a large tomb which
was evidently intact. I was at once informed of
the discovery, and proceeded to the spot as quickly
as possible. The mouth of the tomb was approached
down a flight of steep, rough steps, still half-choked
with débris. At the bottom of this the eotrance
of a passage running into the hillside was blocked
by a wall of rough stones. After photographing
and removing this, we found ourselves in a long,
low tuonel, blocked by a second wall a few yards
ahead. Both these walls were intact, and we
realised that we were about to see what probably
no living man had ever seen bsfore : the absslutely
intact remains of a rich Theban of the Imperial
Ape—ie, about 1200 or 1300 B.e. When this
second wall was taken down we passed into a care-
fully-cut passage high enough to permit of one
standing upright.

At the end of this passage a plain wooden door
barred our progress. The wood retained the light
colour of fresh deal, and looked for all the world
a8 though it bad been set up but yesterday. A
heavy wooden lock, such as is used at the pres-
ent day, beld the deoor fast. A neat bronze
handle on the side of the door was connected by
a spring to & wooden knob ee* in the masonry
door-post ; and this spring was carefully sesled
with a small dab of stamped clay. The whole con-
trivance seemed so modern that Professor Schia-

i called to his servant for the key, who quite
seriously replied, “1 don't know where it is, sir,”
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He then thumped the door with hie hand to ses
whether it would be likely to give; and, as the
echoss reverberated through the tomb, one felt
that the mummy, in the darkness beyond, might
well think that his resurrection call had come.
One almost expected him to rise, like the dead
knights of Kildare in the Irish legend, and to ask,
“Isit time?" for the three thousand years which
his religion bad told him was the duration of his
life in the tomb was already long past.

Meanwhile we turned our attention to the objects
which stood in the passage, having been placed
there at the time of the funeral, owing to the lack
of room in the burial-chamber. Here a vase, rising
upon a delicately shaped stand, attracted the eye
by its beauty of form ; and here & bedstead caused
us to exclaim at its modern appearance. A palm-
leaf fan, used by the ancient Egyptians to keep
the flies off their wines and unguents, stood near a
now empty jar; and near by a basket of dried-up
fruit was to_be seen. This dried fruit gave the
impression that the tomb was perhapaa few months
old, but there was nothing else to be seen which
sugpested that the objects were even as much as &
year old. It was almost impossible to believe, and
quite impossible ‘to realise, that we were standing
where no man had stood for well over three thou-
sand years; and that we were actually breathing
the air which had remained sealed in the passage
since the ancient priests had closed the entrance
thirteen hundred years before Christ.
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Before we could proceed farther, many flashlight
photographs had to be taken, and drawings made
of the doorway; and after this a panel of the
woodwork had to be removed with a fret-saw in
order that the lock and seal might not be damaged.
At last, however, this was accomplished, and the
way into the tomb-chamber was open. Stepping
through the frame of the door, we found ourselves
in an unencumbered portion of the fleor, while
around us in all directions stood the funeral furni-
ture, and on our left the eoffins of the deceased
noble and his wife loomed large. = Everything
looked new and undecayed, and even the order in
which the objects were arranged suggested a tidy-
ing-up done that very morning. The gravel on
the floor was neatly smoothed, and not a speck of
dust was anywhere to be observed. Ower the
large outer coffin a pall of fine linen was laid, not
rotting and falling to pieces like the cloth of
medimval times we see in our museums, but soft
and strong like the sheets of our beds. In the
clear space before the coffin stood & wooden pedes-
tal in the form of a minlature lotus column, On
the top of this, resting on three wooden prongs,
was & small copper dish, in which were the ashes
of incense, and the little stick used for stirring
them. One asked oneself in bewilderment whether
the ashes hers, seemingly not cold, bad truly
ceased to glow at a time when Rome and Greece
were undreamt of, when Assyria did not exist,
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and when the Exodus of the Children of Israel
was yet unaccomplished.

On low tables round cakes of bread were laid
out, not cracked and shrivelled, but smeoth and
brown, with a kind of white-of-egg glaze upon
them. Onions and fruit were also spread out ; and
the fruit of the dém palm was to be seen in plenty.
In various parts of the chamber there were numer-
oug bronze vessels of different shapes, intended for
the holding of milk and other drinkables.

Well supplied with food and drink, the senses
of the dead man were soothed by a profusion of
flowers, which lay withered but not decayed beside
the cofin, and which at the time of the funeral
must have filled the chamber with their eweetnesa,
Near the doorway stood an upright wooden chest
closed with a lid. Opening this, we found it to
contain the great ceremonial wig of the deceased
man, which was suspended from a rail passing
acrosa the top of the chest, and hung free of the
sides and bottom. The black hair was plaited
into hundreds of little tails, but in size the wig
was Dol unlike those of the early eighteenth cen-
tury in Europe. Chairs, beds, and other pieces of
furniture were arranged around the room, and at
one side there were & number of small chests and
boxea piled up against the wall. We opened one
ar two of these, and found them to contain delicata
little vaszes of glass, stone, and metal, wrapped
round with rags to prevent them breaking. Thess,
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like everything else in the tomb, were new and
fresh, and showed no trace of the passing of the
FEars.

The coffins, of course, were hidden by the great
casing in which each rested, and which itself was
partly hidden by the liven pall. Nothing eould
be touched for many days, until photographs had
been taken and records made: and we therefore
returned through the long passage to the light of
the day.

There must have been a large number of intact
tombs to be found when first the modern interest
in Egyptian antiquities developed ; but the market
thus created had to be supplied, and gangs of
illicit diggrers made short work of the most acoes-
sible tombs. This illegal exeavation, of course,
continues to some extent at the present day, in.
spite of all precautions, but the results are be-
coming less and less proportionate to the labour
expended and risk taken. A pative likes best to
do a little quiet digging in his own back yard and
to admit nobody else into the business. To illus-
trate this, 1 may mention a tragedy which was
brought to my notice a few years ago. A certain
native discovered the entrance of & tomb in the
floor of hie etable, and at onee procesded to worm
his way down the tunnel. That was the end of
the pative. His wife, finding that he had not
returned two hours or so later, went down the
newly found tunnel after him. That was the end
of her also. In turn, three other members of the
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tamily went down into the darkness, and that was
the end of them. A native officisl was then
called, and, lighting his way with a candle, pene-
trated down the winding passage. The air was so
foul that he was soon obliged to retreat, but he
stated that he was just able to see in the distance
ahead the bodies of the unfortunste peasants, all
of whom bad been overcome by what he quaintly
described as * the evil lighting and bad climate.”
Various attempts at the rescue of the bodies
having failed, we gave orders that this tomb
should be regarded as their sepulchre, and that
ite mouth should be sealed up. According to the
natives, thers was evidently a vast hoard of
woalth stored at the bottom of this tomb, and
the would-be robbers had met their death at the
bands of the demon in charge of it, who had
selzed each man by the throat as he came down
the tunnel and bad strangled him.

The Egyptian peasants have a very strong belief
in the power of such creatures of the spirit world.
A native who was attempting recently to discover
hidden treasure in a certain part of the desert,
sacrificed a lamb each night above the spot where
he believed the treasure to lie, in order to pro-
pitiate the djin who guarded it. Ob the other
hand, however, 'they have no superstition as re-
gards the sanctity of the aucient dead, and they
do not hesitate on that ground to rifie the tombs.
Thousande of graves have been desecrated by
these seekers after treasure, and it is very largely
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the result of this that scientific excavation is often

so fruitless nowadays. When an excavator states

that he has discovered a tomb, one takes it for

granted that he means a plundered tomb, unless

he definitely says that it was intact, in which case

one calls him a lucky fellow and regards him with
envy.

And thus we come back to my remarks at the
beginning of this chapter, that there is a painful
disillusionment awaiting the man who comes to
dig in Egypt in the bops of finding the golden
cities of the Pharaohs or the bejewelled bodies of
their dead. Of the latter there are but a few left
to be found. The discovery of one of them forme
the subject of the next chapter.
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CHAPTER VIIL

THE TOMEB OF TIY AND AKHNATON!

I¥ January 1907 the excavations in the Valley of
the Lombs of the Kings at Thebes, which are
being conducted each year by Mr Davis, brought
to light the entrance of a tomb which, by its style,
appeared to be that of a royal personage of tha
XVIIIth Dynasty. The Valley lies behind the
cliffs which form the western boundary of Thebes,
and is approached by a long winding road running
between the rocks and rugged hills of the Lybian
desert. Here the Pharaohs of the XVIIIth to the
XXth Dynasties wers buried in large sepulchres
cut into the sides of the hille; and the present
excavations have for their object the removal of
the debrs which has collested at the foot of these
hills, in order thyt the tombs hidden beneath may
be revealed. About sixty tombs are now open,
some of which were already known to Greek and

1 A few paragmphs in this chapler alss sppoar in my *Life and
Timea of Akbpaton, Pharach of Egypt.’ (W, Elackwood & Bons,
i) i
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Roman travellers ; and there are prolably oot
more than two or three still to be discovered.

‘When this new tomb-eotrance was uncovered
I was at once notified, and proeeeded with all
despatch to the Valley. It was not long before
we were able to enter the tomb. A rough stair-
way led down into the hillside, bringing us to the
mouth of a passage which was entirely blocked by
& wall of built stones. On removing this wall we
found ourselves in a small passage, descending atb
& sharp incline to a chamber which could be seen a
few ydrds farther on. Instead of this passage being
free from débris, however, as we bad expected on
finding the entrance-wall intact, it was partly filled
with fallen stones which seemed to be the ruine of
an earlier entrance-wall. On top of this heap of
stones lay one of the sides of a large funeral shrine,
almost entirely blocking the passage. This shrine,
as we later saw, was in the form of & great box-like
sarcophagus, made of cedar - wood covered with
gold, and it had been intended as an outer cover-
ing for the coffin of the deceased person. It was,
however, not put together: three sides of it were
leaning against the walls of the burial-chamber,
and the fourth was here in the passage. Either it
was mever built up, or else it was in process of
being taken out of the tomb again when the work
was abandoned.

To pass this portion of the shrine which lay in
the passage without doing it damage was no easy
matter. We could not venture to move it, as the
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wood was rotten; and indeed, for over & year it
remained in its original position. We therefore
made a bridge of planks within a few inches of the
low roof, and on this we wriggled ourselves across
into the unencumbered passage beyond. In the
funeral-chamber, besides the other portions of the
shrine, we found at ene corner a splendid coffin, in
the usual form of & recumbent figure, inlaid in a
dazzling manner with rare stones and coloured glass,
The coffin had originally lain upon & wooden bier,
in the form of a lion-legged couch; but this had
collapsed and the mummy had fallen to the ground,
the lid of the coffin being partly thrown off by
the fall, thus exposing the head and feet of the
body, from which the bandages had decayed and
fallen off. In the powerful glare of the electric light
which we earried, the bare skull, with a golden
vulture upon it, could be seen protruding from
the remains of the linen bandages and from the
sheets of flexible gold-foil in which, as we after-
wards found, the whole body was wrapped. The
inscription on the coffin, the letters of which were
made of rare stones, gave the titles of  Akbnaton,
“the beantiful child of the Sun™; but turning to
the shrine we found other inscriptions stating that
King Akhpaton had made it for his mother, Quean
Tiy, and thus no immediate reply could be given
to those at the mouth of the tomb who called to
us to know which of the Pharach's of Egypt had
been found.

In a recess in the wall above the body there
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stood four alabaster *canopy" jars, each with a
lid exquisitely sculptured in the form of a human
head. In ancther corner there was a box eon-
taining many little toilet vases and utemsils .of
porcelain. A few alabaster vases and other
objects were lying in various parts of the chamber,
arranged in some sort of rough order.

Nothing, of course, could yet be touched, and
for several days, during the lengthy process of
photographing and recording the contents of the
tomb #n sitw, no further information could be
obtained as to the identity of the owner of the
tomb. The shrine was certainly made for Queen
Tiy, and so too were the toilet utensils, judging
by an inscription upon one of them which gave the
names of Tiy and her husband, King Amenhotep
11, the parents of Akhpaton. It was, therefore,
not a surprise when a passing doctor declared the
much broken bones to be those of a woman-—that
is to say, those of Queen Tiy. For reasons which
will presently become apparent, it had been diffi-
cult to believe that Akhnaton could have been
buried in this Valley, and one was very ready
to suppose that the coffin bearing his name had
but been given by him to his mother,

The important discovery was now announced,
and caused considerable interest and excitement.
At the end of the winter the various archmlogists
departed to their several countries, and it fell
to me to despatch the antiquities to the Cairo
Museum, and to send the bones, soaked in wax to
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prevent their breakage, to Dr Elliot Smith, to ba
examined by that eminent authority. It may be
imagined that my surprise was considerable when
I received & letter from him reading—* Are you
sure that the bones you sent me are thosa which
were found in the tomb? Instead of the bones of
an old woman, you have sent ma those of a young
man. Surely there is some mistake.”

There was, however, no mistake. Dr Elliot
Smith later informed me that the bones were those
of & young man of about twenty-sight years of
age, and at first this deseription did not seem to
tally avith that of Akhnaton, who was always
thought to have been & man of middle age. But
there 18 now no possibility of doubt that the coffin
and mummy were those of this extraordinary
Pharaoh, although the tomb and funeral furpiture
belonged to Queen Tiy. Dr Elliot Bmith's decision
was, of course, somewhat disconcerting to those
who had written of the mortal remains of the
great Queen; but it is difficult to speak of Tiy
without also referring to her famous son Akh-
paton, and in these articles he had received full
mention,

About the year B.c. 1500 the throne of Egypt
fell to the young brother of Queen Hatshepsut,
Thutmosis IIl., and under his vigorous rule the
country rose to a height of power never again
equalled. Amenhotep IL succeeded to an empire
which extended from the Sudan to the Euphrates
and to the Greek Islands; and when he died he
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left these great possessions almost intact to his
son, Thutmosis IV., the grandfather of Akhnaton.
It is important to notice the chronclogy of this
period. The mummy of Thutmosis IV. has been
shown by Dr Elliot Smith to be that of a man
of not more thao twenty-six years of age; but we
know that his son Amenbotep III. was old enough
to hunt lions at about the time of his father's
death, and that he was already married to Queen
Tiy a year later. Thus one must suppose that
Thutmesis IV. was a father at the age of thirteen
or fourteen, and that Amenhotep 1II. was mar-
ried to Tiy at about the same age. The wife of
Thutmosis IV. was probably a Syrian princess,
and 1t must have been during her regency that
Amenhotep 111, married Tiy, whoe was not of
royal blood. Amenbotep and Tiy introduced into
Egypt the luxuries of Asin; and during their bril-
liant reign the Nile Valley was more open to
Syrian influence than it- had ever been before.
The language of Babylon was perhaps the Court
tongue, and the correspondence was written in
cuneiform instead of in the hieratic script of Egypt.
Amenhotep IIL, as has been said, was probably
partly Asiatic; and there is, perhaps, some reason
to suppose that Yuaa, the father of Queen Tiy,
was also a Syrian. One has, therefors, to picture
the Egyptian Court at this time as being saturated
with foreign ideas, which elnshed with thoss of the
orthodox Egyptians.

Queen Tiy bore several children to the King;
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but it was not until they had reigned over twenty
years that a son and heir was born, whom they
named Amenhotep, that being changed later to
Akhnaton. It is probable that he first saw the
light in the royal palace at Thebes, which was
situated on the edpe of the desert at the foot of
the western hills. It was an extensive and roomy
structure, lightly built and gaily decorated. The
coiling and pavements of its halls were fantas-
tically painted with scenes of animal life: wild
eattle ran through reedy swamps beneath one's
feet, and meny-coloured fish swam in the water;
while,overhead flights of pigeons, white against o
blue sky, passed acrost the hall, and the wild duck
hastened towards the open casements. Through
curtained doorways one might obtain glimpses of
& garden planted with flowers foreign to Egypt;
and on the east of the palace the King had made
& great pleasure-lake for the Queen, surrounded by
the trees of Asia. Here, floating in her golden
barge, which was named Aton-gleams, the Queen
might look westwards over the tree-tops to the
splendid Theban hills towering above the palace,
and eastwards to the green valley of the Nile and
the three great limestone hills beyond. Amen-
hotep III. has been rightly called the * Magnifi-
cent,” and one *may well believe that his son
Akhnaton was born to the sound of music and
to the elink of golden wine-cups., Fragments of
countless thousands of wine-jars and blue fayence
drinking-vessels have been found in the ruins of
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the palace; and contemporary objects and paint-
ings show us some of the exquisitely wrought
bowls of gold and silver which must have graced
the royal tables, and the charming toilet utensils
which were to be found in the eleeping apart-
ments,

While the luxurious Court rejoiced at the birth
of this Egypto-Asiatic prince, one feels that the
ancient priesthood of Amon-Ba must have stoed
aloof, and must have looked askance at the baby
who was destined one day to be their -master,
This priesthood was perhaps the proudest and
most. conservative community which conservative
Egypt ever produced. It demanded implicit
obedience to its stif end ancient conventions,
and it refused to recognise the growing tendenecy
towards religious speculation. One of the great
gods of Syria was Aton, the god of- the sun; and
hie recognition at the Theban Court was a source
of constant irritation to the ministers of Amon-Ra.

Probably they would have taken stronger meas-
ures to resist this foreign pod had it not been for
the fact that Atum of Heliopolis, an ancient god
of Egypt, was on the one hand elosely akin to Ra,
the associated deity with Amon, and on the other
bhand to Aton of Syria. Thus Aton might be re-
garded merely as another name for Ra or Amon-
BRa; but the danger to the old rdgime lay in the
fact that with the worship of Aton there went
a certain amount of freethought. The sun and
its warm rays were the heritage of all mankind;
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and the speculative mind of the Asiatic, always in
advance of the less imaginative Egyptian, had not
failed to eollect to the Aton-worship a number of
semi-philosophical teachings far broader than the
strict doctrines of Amon-Ra eould tolerate.

There is much reason to suppose that Queen Tiy
waa the prime factor in the new movement. It
may, perbaps, be worth noting that her father
was o priest of the Egyptian god Min, who corre-
sponded to the North Byrian Aten in his capacity
a5 & god of vegetation ; and she may have imbibed
something of the breader doctrines from him., It
is the barge upon her pleasure-lake which is called
Aton-gleams, and 1t is her private artist who is
responstble for one of the first examples of the
new etyle of art which begins to appear at this
period.  Egyptian art was bound down by con-
ventions jealously guarded by the priesthood, and
the slight tendency to break away from these,
which now becomes apparent, is another sign of
the broadening of thought under the reign of
Amenhotep IIL and Tiy.

King Amenhotep 1II. does not seem to have
been a man of strong character, and in the changes
which teok place at this time he does not appear
to bave taken so very large a part. He always
showed the most profound respect for, and devotion
to, his Queen ; and one is inelined to regard him as
a tool in her hands.  According to some accounts
he reigned onoly thirty years, but there are con-
temporary monuments dated in his- thirty-sixth

N
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year, and it seems probable that for the last few
‘years he was reigniog ooly in pame, and that
in reality his ministers, under the regency of
Queen Tiy, governed the land. Amenhotep TIIL
was perhaps during his last years insane or stricken
with some paralytic disease, for we read of an
Asiatic monarch sending a miracle-working image
to Egypt, apparently for the purpose of attempting
to cure him. It must have been during these six
years of absolute power, while Akhpaton was a
boy, that the Queen pushed forward her reforms
and encoursged the breaking down of the old
traditions, especially those relating to the warship
of Amon-Ra.

Amenhotep III died in about the forty-ninth
year of his age, after a total reign of thirty-six
years; and Akhnaton, who still bore the pame
of Amenhotep, ascended the throne. One must
picture him now as an enthusiastic boy, filled with
the new thought of the age, and burning to assert
the broad doctrines which he had learped from his
mother and her friends, in defiance of the priests
of Amon-Ra. He was already married to a Syrian
prineess named Nefertiti, and certainly before he
was fifteen years of age he was the father of two
daughters.

The new Pharach's first move, under the guid-
ance of Tiy, was to proclaim Aton the only true
god, and to name himself high priest of that deity.
He then began to build a temple dedicated to
Aton at Karnak; but it must have bean distaste-
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ful to observe how overshadowed and dwarfed was
this new temple by the mighty buildings in honour
of the older gods which stood there. Moreover,
there must have been very serious opposition to
the new religion in Thebes, whers Amon had ruled
for so many centuries unchallenged. In whatever
direction he looked he was confronted with some
evidence of the worship of Amon-Ra: he might
proclaim Aton to be the only god, but Amon and
a hundred other deities stared down at him from
every temple wall, He and his advisers, therefore,

decided to abandon Thebes altogether and to found
& new capital elsewhere,

Akhnaton selected u site for the new city on
the west bank of the river, at a point now named
El Amarna, about 160 miles above Cairo. Here
the hills recede from the river, forming a bay
nbout three miles deep and five long ; and in this
bay the young Pharaoh decided to build his
capital, which was named “ Horizon of Aton.”
With feverish speed the new buildings were
erected. A palace even more beautiful than that
of his parents at Thebes was prepared for him
a splendid temple dedicated to Aton was set up
amidst a garden of rare trees and brilliant Aowers ;
villas for his nc::tﬂﬂ were erected, and streets were
laid out. Queen Tiy, who seems to have con-
tinued to live at Thebes, often came down to
El Amarna to visit her son; but it seems to
have been at his own wish rather than at her
advice that he now tock the important step
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which set the seal of his religion upon his
life.,

Around the bay of El Amarna, on the oliffs
which shut it off so securely, the King caused
landmarks to be made at intervals, and on thess
he inscribed an cath which some have interpreted
to mean that he would never again leave his new
city. He would remain, like the Pope in the
Vatican, for the rest of his days within the limits
of this bay; and, rather than be distracted by the
cares of state and the worries of empire, he would
shut himself up with his god and would devote his
life to his religion. He was but a youth still,
and, to his inexperienced mind, this oath seemed
nothing ; nor in his brief life does it seem that he
broke it, though at times he must have longed:
to visit his domains,

The religion which this boy, whe now ecalled
himself Akhnaton, “The Glory of Aton," taught
was by no means the simple worship of the sun.
It was, without question, the most enlightened
religion which the world at that time had ever
known. The young priest-king called upon man-
kind to worship the unknown power which is be-
hind the sun, that power of which the brilliant
sun was the visible symbol, and which might
be discerned in the fertilising warmth of the sun's
rays. Aton was originally the actual sun's disk ;
but Akhnaton called his god “Heat which is in
Aton," and thus drew the eyes of his followers
towards a Force far more intangible and distant
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than the dazzling orb to which they bowed down.
Akhnaton's god was the force which created the
sun, the something which penetrated to this earth
in the sun's heat and caused the vegetation to
grow.

Amon-Ra and the gods of Egypt were for the
most part but deified mortals, endued with mons-
trous, though limited, power, and still having
around them traditions of exzaggerated human
deeds, Others had their origin in natural pheno-
mena—the wind, the Nile, the sky, and so on.
All were terrific, revengeful, and able to be
moved by numan emotions. But Akhnaton's god
was the intangible and yet ever-present Father
of mankind, made manifest in sunshine, The
youthful High Priest called upon his followers
to search for their god oot in the confusion of
battle or behind the smoke of human sacrifices,
but amidst the flowers and trees, amidst the
wild duck and the fishes. He preached an en-
lightened nature-study; be was perhaps the
first apostle of the Simple Life. He strove to
break down conventional religion, and ceaselessly
urged his people to worship in Truth, simply,
without an excess of ceremonial. While the
elder gods had been manifest in patural conwvul-
gions and in ‘the more awful iocidents of life,
Akhnaton's kindly god could be seen in the chick
which broke out of its egg, in the wind which
filled the sails of the ships, in the fish which
leapt from the water. Aton was the joy which
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caused the young sheep “to dance upon their
feet," and the birds to * flutter in their marghes,”
He was the god of the simple pleasures of lifs,
and Truth was the watchword of his followers.

It may be understood how the boy longed for
truth in &ll things when one remembers the
thousand exaggerated conventions of Egyptian
life at this time. Court etiguette had developed
to & degree which reudered life to the Pharach
an endless round of unnatural poses of mind and
body. In the preaching of his dectrine of truth
and simplicity, Akhnaton did not fail to call
upon his subjects to regard their Pharaoh not
as a god but as a mao. It was usual for the
Pharach to keep aloof frem his people: Akh-
naton was to be found in their midst. The
Court demanded that their lord should drive in
solitary state through the ecity: Akhnaton sat
in his chariot with his wife and children, and
allowed the artist to represent him joking with
his little daughter, who has mischievously poked
the horses with & stick. In vepresenting the
Pharach, the artist was expected to draw him
in some conventiopal attitude of dignity: Akh-
naton imsisted upon being shown in all manner
of natural attitudes—oow leaning languidly upon
a etafl, now nursing bis children, aud now caress-
ing his wife.

Ag has been said, one of the first artists to break
away from the ancient conventions was in the
service of Queen Tiy, and was probably under ber
influence. But in the radical change in the art
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which took place, Akhnaton is definitely stated
to have been the leader, and the new school
acknowledge that they were taught by the King,
The new art is extraordinary, and it must be
owned that ite merit lies rather in its originality
than in its beauty. An attempt is made to do
away with the prescribed attitudes and the strict
proportions, and to portray any one individual
with his natural defects. Some of the sculptured
heads, however, which have come down to us, and
notably the four “eanecpic” heads found in this
tomb, are of wonderful beauty, and have no trace
of traditional manneriems, theugh they are highly
idealised. The King's desire for light-beartedness
led him to encourage the use of bright colours and
gay decorations in the palace. Bome of the eeiling
and pavement paintings are of great beauty, while
the walls and pillars inlaid with coloured stones
must have given a brilliancy to the halls un-
equalled in Egypt at any previous time.

The group of nobles who formed the King's
Court had all sacrificed much in coming to the
new capitel, Their estates around Thebes had
been left, their houses abandoned, and the tombs
which- were in process of being made for them
in the Theban hills had been rendered useless.
The King, thérefore, showered favours upon
them, and at his expense built their houses and
constructed sepulchres for them. It is on the
walls of these tombs that cpe obtains the main
portion of one's information regarding the teach-
ings of this wonderful youth, who was now
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growing into manhood. Here are inseribed those
beautiful hymns to Aton which rank so high in
ancient literature. It is unfortunate that space
does not allow more than a few extracts from
the hymns to be quoted here; but something of
their beauty may be realised from these. (Pro-
fescor Breasted's translation. )

* Thy dawning is beautiful in the horizon of heaven,
O living Aten, Beginning of lifa |
When Lhono risest in the eastern horizon of heaven
Thou fillset every land with thy bheaoty."

“Though thou art afar, thy rays are on earth ;
Though thou art on high, thy footprints are the day.”

“ When thou ssttest in the western horizon of heaven
The world is in darknoss like the dead
Men sleep in thoir chambers, their heads are wrapt up.
Every lion tometh ferth from his den,
The serponts, they sling,
Duarkness reigns, the world s in silence:
Hea that made them hos gone,to rest in his horfzan ™

* Bright is the earth when thou risest in the horizon . . .
When thon sandest forth thy rays
The two lands of Egypt are in daily festivity,
Awaks and standing upon their foel,
For thou hast raised them up
Thaeir limba bathed, they take their clothing,
Their arma uplifted in sdormtion to thy dawning.
Then in all the world they do their work.”

* All eattls rest wpon their horboge, all tress and plants flourish.
The birde flutter in their marshes, their wings uplifted in
adorsiion to thee
All the sheep dance upon their feet,
All winged I-thl fiy; they live whon thoo bast shone upon
tham."”
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* The barques sail up-stream and down-siream alike, .
Tha fish in the river leap op befors thee,
And thy rays are in the midst of the great ses.”

“ Thon art ke who createst the man-child in woman , , .

Who giveth lifa to the son in the body of his mother ;
Whe soothest him that e may not weop,

A nuarss even in the womb,"

* When the chick crieth in the spg-shell,
Thou givest him breath thersin to preserve him alive . . .
He cometh forth from the egg, to chirp with all his might.
He runnoth about ypon his two feet.”

“ How manifold are all thy works!
They are bidden from befors us'"

There are several verses of this hymn which are
almost identical with Pealm civ., and those who
study it closely will be forced to ope of two con-
clusiona: either that Psalm eiv. is derived from
this hymn of the young Pharach, or that both are
derived from some early Syrian hymn to the sun.
Akhnaton may bave only adapted this early psalm
to local conditions; though, on the other hand, a
man eapable of bringing to pass so great s reli-
gious revolution in Ecypt may well be eredited
with the authorship of this eplendid song. There
is no evidence to show that it was written befors
the King had reached manhood.

Queen TI.]-’ probably did not now taka any fur-
ther part in & movement which had got so far out
of her hands. She was now nearly sixty years
old, and this, to one who had been a mother so
early in lifs, was a considerable ape. It seems
that she sometimes paid visits to her son at El
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Amarna, but ber interékt lay in Thebes, where she
had onee held so brilliant & Court. When ot last
she died, therefore, it is not surprising to find
that she was buried in the Valley of the Tembs
of the Kings. The tomb which has been de-
scribed above is most probably her original
sepulchre, and hers her body was placed in the
golden shrine made for her by Akhnaton, sur-
rounded by the usual funeral furniture. She thus
lay no more than a etone’s throw from her parents,
whose tomb was discovered two years ago, and
which was of very similar size and shape.

After her death, although preaching this Fentle
creed of love and simple truth, Akhnaton waged
a bitter and stern war against the priesthoods of
the old gods. It may be that the priesthoods of
Amon had again attempted to overthrow the new
doctrines, or had in some manner called down the
particular wrath of the Pharach. He issued an
order that the name of Amon was to be erased
and obliterated wherever it was found, and his
agents proceeded to back it out on all the temple
walls. The names also of other gods were erased ;
and it is noticeable in this tomb that the word
mud, meaning *‘mother,” was carefully spelt in
hieroglyphs which would have no similarity to
those used in the word Mut, the goddess-consort
of Amon. The name of Amenhotep IIL, his own
father, did not escape the King's wrath, and the
firat syllables wers everywhere erased.

As the years went by Akhnaton seems to have
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given himself more and more completely to his
new religion, He had now so trained one of his
nobles, named Merira, in the teachings of Aton
that he was able to hand over to him the high
priesthood of that pod, and to turn his attention
to the many other duties which he had imposed
upon himself. In rewarding Merira, the King is
related to have said, “Hang gold at his neck
before and behind, and gold on his legs, beeauss
of his hearing the teaching of Pharaoh concerning
every saying in these bemutiful places.” Another
official whom Akhnaton greatly advanced says:
*“ My lerd advanced me because T have carried out
his teaching, and I hear hiz word without ceas-
ing.” The King's doctrines were thus beginning
to take hold ; but one feels, nevertheless, that the
pobles followed their King rather for the sake of
their material gains than for the spiritual comforts
of the Aton-worship. There is reason to suppose
that at least one of these nobles was degraded and
banished from the eity.

But while Akhoaton was preaching peace and
goodwill amidst the flowers of the temple of Aton,
his generals in Asia Minor were vainly struggling
to hold together the great empire created by
Thutmesis III. Akhnaton had csused a temple
. of Aton to be eréeted at one point in Syria at
lenst, but in other respects he took little or mo
interest in the welfare of his foreign dominions.
War was not tolerated in his doctrine: it was a
sin to take away life which the good Father had
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given. One pictures the hardened soldiers of the
empire striving desperately to hold the nations of
Asia faithful to the Pharaoh whom they never
eaw. The small garrisons were scattered far and
wide over Syria, and constantly they sent messen-
gers to the Pharaoh asking at least for some sign
that he held them in mind.

There 18 no more pathetic page of ancient his-
tory than that which tells of the full of the Egyp-
tian Empire. The Amorites, advancing along the
sea-coast, took city after city from the Egyptians
almost without a strugple. The chiefs of Tunip
wrote an appeal for help to the King: “To the
King of Egypt, my lord,—The inhabitants of
Tunip, thy servant.” The plight of the city is
described and reinforeements are asked for.
“ And now,” it continues, * Tunip thy ecity
weeps, and her tears are flowing, and there is
no help for us. For twenty years we have been
sending to our lord the Kiog, the King of Egypt,
but there has not come a word to us, no, not one.”
The messengers of the beleaguered city must have
found the King absorbed in his religion, and must
have seen only priests of the sun where they had
hoped to find the soldiers of former days. The
Egyptian governor of Jerusalem, attacked by
Arammans, writes to the Pharach, saying: * Let
the King take eare of his lund, and . . . let him
send troops. . . . For if no troops come in this
year, the whole territory of my lord the King will
perish.” To this letter is added a note to the
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King's secretary, which reads, “ Bring theass words
plainly before my lord the King: the whole land
of my lord the King is going to ruin,”

So eity after city fell, and the empire, won at
such cost, was gradually lost to the Egyptians,
It is probable that Akhnaton had not realised how
serious was the situation in Asia Minor. A few
of the chieftaine who were not actually in arms
against him had written to him every now and
then assuring him that all was well in his do-
minions; and, strange to relate, the tribute of
many of the cities had been regularly paid. The
Agiatic princes, in fact, had completely fooled the
Pharaoh, and bhad led him to believe that the
nations were loyal while they themselves propared
for rebellion. Akhnaton, hating viclence, had
been only too ready to believe that the de-
spatches from Tunip and elsewhere were un-
justifiably pessimistic. He had hoped to bind
together the many countries under his rule, by
giving them a single religion. He had hoped that
when Aton should be worshipped in all parts of
his empire; and when his simple doctrines of love,
truth, and peace should be preached from every
temple throughout the length and breadth of his
dominions, then war would cease and a unity of
faith would hold the lande in harmony one with
the other.

When, therefore, the tribute suddenly cemsed,
and the few refugees came staggering home to
tell of the perfidy of the Asiatic princes and the
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fall of the empire, Akhoaton seems to have
received his deathblow. He was now not more
than twenty-eight years of age; and though his
portraits show that his face was already lined
with care, and that his body was thinoer than
it should have been, he seems to have had plenty
of reserve strength. He was the father of several
daughters, but his queen had borme him no son
to succeed him ; and thus he must have felt that
his religion could not outlive him, With his
empire lost, with Thebea his enemy, and with
his treasury wellnigh empty, one feels that
Akhnaton must have sunk to the very depths
of despondency. His religious revolution had
ruined Egypt, and had failed: did he, one
wonders, find consolation in the sunshine and
camidst the fHowers?

His death followed speedily; and, resting in
the splendid coffin in which we found him, he
was laid in the tomb prepared for him in the
hills behind his new capital. The throne fell to
the husband of one of his danghters, Smenkhkara,
who, after an ephemeral 'rﬂign, gave place to
another of the sons-in-law of Akhnaton, named
Tutankhaton. This king was speedily persuaded
to change his name to Tutankbhamon, to abandon
the worship of Aton, and to veturn to Thebes.
Akhpaton's city fell into ruins, and soon the
temples and palaces had become the haunt of
jackals and the home of owls . The nobles
returned with their new king to Thebes, and
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not one remainud faitiful to those *teachiogs”
to which they had once pretended to be such
earnest listeners.

The fact that the body in the new tomb was
that of Akhnaton, and not of Queen Tiy, gives
a new reading to the history of the burial. When
Tutankhamon returned to Thebes, Akhnaton's
memory was still, it appears, regarded with
reverence, and it seoms that there was no gues-
tion of leaving his body in the neighbourhood
of his deserted palace, where, until the discovery
of this tomb, Egyptologists had expected to find
it. It was carried to Thebes, together with some
of the funeral furniture, and was placed in the
tomb of Queen Tiy, which had been reopened
for the purpose. But after some years had
passed and the priesthood of Amon-Ra hbad
again asserted itself, Akhpaton began to be
regarded as & heretic and as the cause of the
loss of Egyvpt's Asiatic dominions. Thess senti-
ments were vigorously encouraged by the priest-
hood, and scon Akhpaton came to be spoken of
a8 " that criminal,” and his name was obliterated
from his monuments, It was now felt that his
body could no longer lie in state together with
that of Queen Tiy in the Valley of the Tombs
of the Kings. The sepulchre was therefore opened
ence more, and the name Akhraton was every-
where erased from the inscriptions. The tomb,
polluted by the presence of the heretic, was no
longer fit for Tiy, and the body of the Queen
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was therefore carried elsewhere, perhaps to the
tomb of her husband Amenhotep III. The shrine
in which her mummy bad lain was pulled to
pieces and an attempt was made to carry it out
of the tomb; but this arduous task was presently
abandoned, and one portion of the shrine was left
in the passage, where we found it. The body of
Akhnaton, his name erased, was now the sole
occupant of the tomb. The entrance was blocked
with stones, and sealed with the seal of Tutan-
khamon, & fragment of which was. found; and
it was in this condition that it was discovered
in 1907.

The bones of this extraordinary Pharach are
in the Cairo Museum; but, in defersnce to the
gentiments of many worthy persons, they are
not exhibited. The wvisitor to that museam,
however, may now see the “canmopic” jars, the
alabaster vases, the gold vulture, the gold neck-
laeo, the sheets of gold in which the body was
wrapped, the toilet utensils, and parts of the
shrine, all of which we found in the burtal-
chamber. '



CHAPTER IX.
THE TOMB OF HOREMHEE,

Iv the last chapter a discovery was recorded
which, as experience has shown, is of consider-
able {nterest to the general reader. The romance
and the tragedy of the life of Akhnaton form a
really valuable addition to the store of good things
which is our possession, and which the archmologist
so diligently labours to increase. Curiously enough,
another discovery, that of the Lomb of Horemheb,
was made by the same explorer (Mr Davis) in
1908 ; and as it forms the natural sequel to the
previous chapter, I may be permitted to record
it here.

Akhnaton was succeeded by Smenkhkara, his
son-in-law, who, after a brief reign, gave place
to Tutankhamon, during whosa short life the court
returned to Thebes. A certain noble named Ay
came next to the thronme, but held it for only
thres years, The country was now in a chaotic
condition, and was utterly upset and disorganised
by the revolution of Akhpaton, and by the vaeil-
lating policy of the three weak kings who suc-

0
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ceaded him, each reigning for so short a time.
One cannot say to what depths of degradation
Egypt might have sunk had it not been for the
timely appearance of Horemheb, a wise and good
ruler, who, though but a soldier of not particularly
exalted birth, managed to raise himself to the
vacant throne, and suceeeded in so organising the
country once more that his successors, Hameses L.,
Sety I., and Bameses I1., were able to regain most
of the lost dominions, and to place Egypt at the
head of the nations of the world. .

Horemheb, * The Hawk in Festival,” was born
at Alabastronpolis, a eity of the 18th Provinee of
Upper Egypt, during the reign of Amenhotep III.,
who bhas rightly been pamed “The Magunificent,”
and in whose reign Egypt was at once the most
powerful, the most wealthy, and the most luxurious
country in the world, There is reason to suppose
that Horemheb's family were of noble birth, and
it 18 thought by some that an inseription which
calls King Thutmosis IIL. *the father of his
fatbers™ is to be taken literally to mean that
that old warrior was his great- or great-great-
grandfather. The young noble was probably
educated at the splendid eourt of Amenhotep
I1I., where the wit and intellect of the world
was congregated, and where, under the presi-
dency of the beautiful Queen Tiy, life slipped
by in & round of revels,

As an impressionable young man, Horemheb
must have watched the gradual development of
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freethought in the palace, and the ever-increas-
ing irritation and chafing against the bonds of
religious convention which bound all Thebans to
the worship of the god Amon. Judging by his
future actions, Horemheb did not himsslf feel
any real repulsion to Amon, though the religious
rut into which the country had fallen was suffi-
ciently objectionable to & man of his intellect to
cause him to cast in his lot with the movement
towards emancipation. In later life he would
certainly have been agaivst the movement, for
his mature judgment led him always te be on
the aide of ordered habit and custom as being
lees dangerous to the pational welfare than a
social upheaval or change.

Horemheb seems now to have beld the appoint-
ment of captain or commander in the army, and
at the same time, as a * Royal Scribe,” he cul-
tivated the art of letters, and perhaps made
himself nequainted with those legal matters
which in later years he was destined to reform.

When Amenhotep ILL died, the pew kiog,
Akhnaton, carried out the revolution which had
been pending for many years, and absolutely
banned the worship of Amon, with all that it
involved. He bjuilt himself & pew capital at El
Amérna, and there he instituted the worship of
the sun, or rather of the heat or power of the
sun, under the name of Aton. In so far as the
revolution constituted a breaking away from tire-
some convention, the young Horemheb seems to
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have been with the King. No one of intelligence
could deny that the new religion and new phil-
osophy which was preached at El Ambrna was
more worthy of consideration on pgeneral lines
than was the parrow doctrine of the Amon
priesthood ; and all thinkers must have rejoiced
at the freedom from bonds which had become
intolerable. But the world was not ready, and
indeed is still not ready, for the schemes which
Akhnaton propounded; and the unpractical model-
kingdom which was uncertainly developing under
the hills of EI' Amfrna must have already been
seen fo contain the elements of grave danger to
the State.

Nevertheless the revolution offered many at-
tractions. The frivolous members of the court,
always ready for change and excitement, welcomed
with enthusiasm the doctrine of the moral and
gimple life which the King and his advisers
preached, just as in the decadent days before the
French Revolution the court, bored with licenti-
ousness, gaily weleomed the morality-painting of
the young Greuze. And to the more serious-
minded, such as Horemheb seems to have been,
the movement must have appealed in its imperial
aspect. The new god Aton was largely worshipped
in Syria, and it seems evident that Akhnaton
had hoped to bind together the heterogeneous
nations of the empire by a bond of common wor-
ship. The Asiatics were not disposed to worship
Amon, but Aton appealed to them ss much as
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any god, and Horemheb must have seen great
sibilities in & common religion
It is thought that Horembeb may be identified
amongset the nobles who followed Akhnaton to
El Amirna, and though this is not certain, there
is little doubt that he was in high favour with
the King at the time. To one whose tendency
is neither towards frivolity nor towards fanaticism,
there can be nothing more broadening than the
influence of religious changes. More than one
point of view is appreciated : a man learns that
thers are other ruts than that in which he runs, and
80 he seeks the smooth midway. Thus Horembeb,
while acting loyally towards his King, and while
appreciating the value of the new movement, did
not exclude from his thoughts those teachings
which be deemed good in the old order of things.
He seems to have seen life broadly; and when
the new religion of Akhnaton became narrowed
and fanatical, as 1t did towards the close of the
tragie chapter of that king's short life, Horemheb
was one of the few men who kept an open mind.
Like many other nobles of the period, he had
constructed for himsell o tomb at Sakkira, in the
ghadow of the pyramids of the old kings of Egypt ;
and fragments of this tomb, which of course was
abandoned whea he became Pharaoh, are now to
be seen in various museums.  In one of the scenes
there eculptured Horemheb is shown in the
resence of & king who is almost certainly
khnaton ; and yet in & speech to him inseribed
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above the reliefs, Horemheb makes refsrence to
the god Amon whose very name wae anathems to
the King. The royal figure is drawn sccording to
the canons of art prescribed by Akhnaton, aod
upon which, as a protest against the eonventional
art of the old order, he laid the greatest stress
in his revolution ; and thus, at all events,
Horemheb was in sympathy with this aspect of
the movement. But the inseriptions which refer to
Amon, and yet are impregnated with the Aton
style of expression, show that Horemheb was
not to be held down to any one mede of thought.
Alkhnaton was, perhaps, already dead when these
inscriptions were added, and thus Horemheb may
have had no further reason to hide his views; or
it may be that they constituted a protest against
that narrowness which marred the last years of a
pious king.

Those who read the history of the period in the
last chapter will remember how Akhnaton came
to persecute the worshippers of Amon, and how
he eragsed that rod’s name wherever it was written
throughout the length and breadth of Egypt.
Evidently with thie action Horemheb did not
agree; nor was this his only cause for complaint,
As an officer, and now a highly placed peneral,
of the army, he must have seen with feelinga of
the utmost bitterness the peglected condition of
the Syrian provinees, Revolt after revolt occurred
in these states; but Akhnaton, dreaming and
praying in the sunshine of El Amirpa, would



The Tomb of Horemheb. 215

send no expedition to punish the rebels. Good-
fellowship with all men was the King's watch-
word, and a poliey more or less democratie did
not permit him to make war on his fellow-creatures,
Horembeb could smell battle in the distance, but
could not taste of it. The battalions which he
bhad trained were kept useless in Egypt; and even
when, during the last years of Akhnaton's reign,
or under his successor Smenkhkara, he was made
commander - in - chief of all the forces, there was
no means of using his power to check the loss
of the ecities of Asia. Horembeb must have
watphed these cities fall one by one into the
hands of those who preached the dooctrine of the
sword, and thers can be little wonder that he
turned in disgust from the doings at Kl Amirna.

During the times which followed, when Smenkh-
kara held the throne for a year or so, and after-
wards, when Tutankhamon became Pharaoh,
Horemheb seems to have been the leader of the
reactionary movement. He did not concern him-
sell so much with the religious aspect of the
questions : there was as much to be said on behalf
of Aton as there was on behalf of Amon. DBut it
was he who koocked at the doors of the heart
of Egypt, and urged the nation to awake to the
danger in the ‘East. An expedition against the
rebels was organised, and one reads that Horemheb
was the © companion of his Lord upon the battle-
field on that day of the slaying of the Asiatics.”
Akhnaton had been opposed to warfare, and had
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dresmed that dream of universal peace which still
i8 a far-off light to mankind, Horemheb wus a
practical man in whom such & dream would have
been but weakness; and, though one knows
nothing more of these early campaigns, the fact
that he attempted to chastise the enemies of the
empire at this juneture stands to his credit for
all time.

Under Tutankhamon the court raturned to
Thebes, though not yet exclusively to the worship
of Amon ; and the political phase of the revolution
came to an end. The country once more settled
into the old order of life, and Horemheb, having
experienced the full dangers of philosophic specula-
tion, was glad encugh to abandon thought for
action, He was now the most powerful man in the
kingdom, and inseriptions call him * the greatest
of the great, the mightiest of the mighty, presider
over the Two Lands of Egypt, general of generals,”
and 8o on. The King “appointed him to be Chief
of the Land, to administer the laws of the land
a8 Hereditary Prince of all this land”; and *all
that was done was done by his command.” From
chaos Horemheb was producing order, and all
men turned to him in gratitude as he reorgan-
ised the various government departments.

The offices which he beld, 3such as Privy
Councillor, King's Secretary, Great Lord of the
People, and sc on, are very numerous; and in
all of these he dealt justly though sternly, so
that “when be came the fear of him was great
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in the sight of the people, prosperity and health
wore craved for him, and he was prested as
‘ Father of the Two Lands of Egypt.'” He was
indeed the saviour and father of his country, for
he had found her corrupt and disordered, and he
was lealling her back to greatness and dignity.
At this time he was probably a man of about
forty year:-of age. In appearance he seems to
have been toble and good to look upon. * When
he was born,” says the inscription, “ he was clothed
with strength : the hue of a god was upon him";
and in later life, *the form of & god was in his
colour,” whatever that may mean. He was a man
of considerable eloquence and great learning. * He
astonished the people by that which came out of
his mouth,” we are told ; and “when he was sum-
moned before the King the palace began to fear”
One may picture the weak Pharach and his cor-
rupt eourt, as they watched with apprebension the
movements of this stern soldier, of whom it was
said that his every thought was *in the footsteps
of the This,"—the ibis being the god of wisdom.
On the death of Tutankhamon, the question of
inviting Horemheb to fill the vacant throne must
have been seriously considered; but there was
another candidate, a certain Ay, who bhad been
one of the most important nobles in the group of
Akhnaton's favourites at El Amirna, and who had
been the loudest in the praman& of Aton. Religious
i'aahng was at the time renning high, for the par-
fizans of Amon and those of Aton seem to have
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been waging war on one another; and Ay appears
to have been regarded as the man most likely to
bridge the gulf between the two parties. A favour-
ite of Akhnaton, and once a devout worshipper of
Aton, he was not averse to the cults of other
gods; and by conciliating both factions he man-
aged to obtain the throne for himself. Fis power,
however, did not last for long; and as the priests
of Amon regained the confidence of the nation at
the expense of those of Aton, so the power of Ay
declined. His past connections with Akhnaton
told against bhim, and after a year or so he dis-
appeared, leaving the throne wacant once more.

There was now no question as to who should
suceeed. A princess named Mutnezem, the sister
of Akhpaton's queen, and probably an old friend of
Horemheb, was the sole heiress to the throne, the
last surviving member of the greatest Egyptian
dynasty. All men turned to Horemheb in the
hope that he would marry this lady, and thus
reign as Pharach over them, perhaps leaving a
son by her to succeed him when he was gathered
to his fathers. He was now some forty-five years
of age, full of energy and vigour, and passionately
anxious to have a free hand in the carrying out of
his schemes for the reorganisation of the govern-
ment. It was therefore with joy that, in about
the year 1350 B.c., he sailed up to Thebes in order
to claim the crown.

He arrived at Luzor at a time when the annual
festival of Amon was being celebrated, and all the
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ﬁit}' was en féte. The statue of the god had been
talen from its shrine at Karnak, and had been
towed up the river to Luxor in a gorgeous barge,
attended by a fleet of gaily-decorated vessels,
With congs and dancing it had been conveyed
into the Luxor temple, where the priests had
received ‘t standing amidst piled-up masses of
flowers, friit, and other offerings. It seems to
have been it this moment that Horemheb ap-
peared, while the clouds of incense streamed up
to heaven, and the morning air was full of the
sound of the harps and the lutes. Burrounded by
a crowd of his admirers, he was eonveyed into the
presence of the divine figure, and was there and
then hailed as Pharaoh.

From the temple he was carried amidst cheering
throngs to the palace which stood near by; and
there he was greeted by the Princess Mutnezem,
who fell on her knees before him and embraced
him. That very day, it would seem, he was
married to her, and in the evening the royal
heralds published the style and titles by which
he would be known in the future: * Mighty Bull,
Ready in Plans; Favourite of the Two Goddeases,
Great in Marvels; Golden Hawk, Satistied with
Truth ; Creator of the Two Lands,"” and so forth.
Then, crowned with the royal helmet, he was led
once more before the statue of Amon, while the
priests propounced the blessing of the gods upon
him. Passing down to the quay before the temple
the figure of the,god was placed once more upon the
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state-barge, and was floated down to Karnak; whiie
Horemheb was led through the rejoicing crovids
back to the palace to begin his reign as Phareoh.

In religious matters Horemheb at once anopted
& strong attitude of friendship towards the. Amon
party which represented the old order ¢. things.
There is evidence to show that Aton -vas in no
way persecuted ; yet one by one his g'irines were
abandoned, and the neglected templ:s of Amon
and the elder gods once more rang with the hymns
of praise. Inscriptions tell us that the King * re-
stored the temples from the marshes of the Delta
to Nubia. He fashioned a hundred images with all
their bodies correet, and with all splendid costly
stones. He established for them daily offerings
every day. All the vessels of their temples were
wrought of silver and gold. He equipped them
with priests and with ritual-priests, and with the
choicest of the army. He traosferred to them
lande and eattle, supplied with all equipment.”
By these gifts to the peglected gods, Horemheb
was striving to bring Egypt back to its normal
condition, and in no way was he prejudiced by
any particular devotion to Amon.

A certain Patonemheb, who had been one of
Alkhnaton's favourites in the days of the revolu-
tion, was appoioted High Prieat of Ra-—the older
Egyptian form of Aton who was at this time
identified with that god—at the temple of Helio-
polis ; and this can only be regarded as an act of
friendship to the Aton-worshippers. The echoing
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and deserted temples of Aton in Thebes, and El
Arsiirna, however, were now pulled down, and the
bloc.:s were used for the enlarging of the temple
of Avwn,—a faet which indicates that their ori-
ginal uadication to Aton had not caused them to
be acem sed.

The pricess of restoration was so gradual that
it could nat have much disturbed the country.
Horemheb's: hand was firm but soothing in these
matters, and the revolution seems to have been
killed as much by kindness as by foree. It was
proebably not till quite the end of his reign that be
ghowed any tendency to revile the memory of
Akhnaton ; and the high feeling which at length
brought the revolutionary king tbe name of * that
eriminal of El Amirna™ did not riee till half
a century later, The difficulties experienced by
Horemheb in steering his course betwesn Amon
and Aton, in quietly restoring the old equilibrium
without in any way persecuting those who by
religious convietions were Aton-worshippers, must
have been immense; and one cannot but feel that
the King must have been a diplomatist of the
highest standing. His unaffected simplicity won
all hearts to him; his toleration and broadness
of mind brought all thoughtful men to his train;
and his strong will led them and guided them
from chaos to order, from fantastic Utopia to the
solid old Egypt of the past. Horemheb was the
preacher of Sanity, the apostle of the Normal, and
Oreder was his watchword.
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The inseriptions tell us that it was his costom
to give public audiences to his subjects, and th sre
was not & man amongst those persons whora he
interviewed whose name he did not know, nr one
who did not leave his presence rejoicing, Jp and
down the Nile he sailed & hundred times, until he
was able truly to say, * I have improved * his entire
land; I have learned its whole interisr; 1 have
travelled it entirely in its midst.” "We are told
that “ his Majesty took counsel with Lis heart how
he might expel evil and suppress lying. The plans
of his Majesty were an excellent refuge, repelling
violence and delivering the Egyptians from the
oppressions which were around them. Behold, his
Majesty spent the whole time secking the welfare
of Egypt, and ssarching out instances of oppression
in the land.”

It is interesting, by the way, to note that in
his eighth year the King restored the tomb of
Thutmosis IV., which had been robbed during
the revolution; and the inscription which the
inspectors left behind them was found on the wall
when Mr Theodore Davig discovered the tomb a
few years ago. The plundering of the royal tombs
is & typical instance of the lawlesaness of the times.
The corruption, too, which followed on the dis-
order was appalling ; and whereve: the King went
he was confronted by deceit, embezzlement, bribery,
extortion, and official tyranny. Every Govern-
ment ofheer was attempting to obtain money from
his subordinates by illegal mesns; and bakshish—
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that bogie of the Nile Valley — cast its shadow
upyn all men.

hsrembeb stood thie as long as he eould; but
at last, regarding justice as more necessary than
tact, we are told that “his Majesty seized a
writing - palette and scroll, and put into writing
all that 1is Majesty the King had said to him-
sell” It 1v not possible to record here more than
a few of thy good laws which he then made, but
the following examples will serve to show how
pear to his heart were the interests of his
people.

It was the custom for the tax-collectors to
place that portion of a farmer’s harvest, which
they had teken, upon the farmer's own boat, in
order to convey it to the public granary. These
boats often failed to be returned to their owners
whén finished with, and were ultimately sold by
the oflicials for their own profit. Horemheb,
therefore, made the following law :—

“If the poor man has wade for himsell a boat with its
sail, and, in order to serve the State, has loaded it with
the Government dues, and has been robbed of the boat, the
poor man etands bereft of his property and stripped of his
many labours, This is wrong, and the Pharaoh will sup-
press it by his excellent measures,  If there be o poor man
who poys the toxes to the two deputies, and be be robbed
of his property and bis bost, my majesty commands: that
every officer who collects the taxes and takes the boat of
any citizen, this law shall be executed against him, and
his nose shall be cub off, and he shall be sent iv exile to
Thara. Furthermore, concerning the tax of timber, my
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majesty commands that if any officer fnd a poor m.n
withoot a boat, then he shell bring him a craft belo

to snother man in which to carry the timber; an< in
return for this let the former man do the loading Ji the
timber for the latter.”

The tax -collectors were wont to commandeer
the services of all the slaves in the town, and to
detain them for six or seven days, “so that it
was an excessive detention indeed.” Often, too,
they used to appropriate a portion of the tax
for themselvea. . The new law, therefore, was as
folloves :—

“If there be any place where the offcials are tax-collect-
ing, and any one shall hear the report sayiog that they are
tax - collecting to take the produce for themselves, and
another shall come to report saying, ‘ My man slave or my
female elave has been takeu awey and detained many days
at work by the officials’ the offonder's nose shall be cut off,
and he shall be sent to Tharu”

One more law may here be quoted. The police
used often to steal the hides which the peasants
had eollected to hand over to the Government
as their tax. Horembeb, having eatisfied him-
self that a tale of this kind was not merely an
excuse for not paying the tax, made this law :—

“ As for any policeman concerning whom one shall hear
it said that he goes about stealing hides, beginning with
this day the law shall be executed against him, by beating
him & hundred blows, opening five wounds, and taking
fromm him by foree the hides which he took.”

To carry out these laws he appointed two chief
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judges of very high standing, who are said teo
have been * perfect in speech, excellent in good
quaiities, knowing how to judge the heart.” Of
these \men the King writes: 1 have directed
them to the way of lifs, I have led them to the
truth, I nave taught them, saying, ' Do not receive
the reward of another. How, then, shall those
like you judge others, while there is one among
you commitiing & erime against justice?’” Under
these two officials Horemheb appointed many
Jjudges, who went on ecircuit around the country ;
and the King took the wise step of arranging,
on the one hand, that their pay should be so
good that they would not be tempted to take
bribes, and, on the other hand, that the penalty
for this crime should be most severe.

S0 many were the King's reforms that one is
inclined to forget that he was primarily a soldier.
He appears to have made some suecessful expedi-
tions against the Syrians, but the fighting was
probably near his own frontiers, for the empire
lost by Akhnaton was not recovered for many
years, and Horemheb seems to have felt that
Egypt needed to learn to rule herself before she
attempted to rule other nations. An expedition
against some tribes in the Sudan was successfully
carried through, and it is said that “bis name
was mighty in the land of Kush, his battle-cry
was in their dwelling-places.” Except for a semi-
military expedition which was dispatched to the
land of Punt, these are the only recorded foreign

F
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sotivities of the King; but that he had spent
much time in the organisation and improvement
of the army is shown by the fact that three
years after his death the Egyptian soldiers were
ewarming over the Lebanon and hammering at
the doors of the cities of Jezreel,

Had he lived for another few years ‘he might
have been famous as a conqueror as well as an
administrator, though old age might' retard and
tired bones refuse their office. As it is, however,
his pame is written sufficiently large in the book
of the worlds great men; and when he died,
about B.c. 1315, after a reign of soms thirty-
five years, he had done more for Egypt than,
had almost any other Pharach, He found the
country in the wildest disorder, and he left it
the master of itself, and ready to become onee
more the master of the empire which Akhnaton's
doctrine of Peace and Goodwill bad lost. Under
his direction the purged worship of the old gods,
which for him meant but the maintenance of some
time-proved customs, had gained the mastery over
the chimerical worship of Aton; without foree or
violence he had substituted the practical for the
visionary ; and to Amon and Order his grateful
subjects were able to ery, *“The sun of him whe
knew thee not has set, but he who knows thee
shines; the sanctuary of him who assailed thee
s overwhelmed in darkness, but the whole earth
is now in light.”

The tomb of this great Pharaoh was eut in the
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rocks on the west side of the Valley of the Tombs
of the Kings, not far from the resting - place of
Amenhotep II. In the days of the later Ramesside
kings the tomb-plunderers entered the sspulehre,
pulled the embalmed body of the king to pieces
in the search for hidden jewels, seattered the bopes
of the three members of his family who were buried
with him, and stole almost everything of wvalue
which they found. There must have been other
robberies alter this, and finally the Government
inspectors of about B.c. 1100 entered the tomb,
and, seeing its condition, closed its mouth with
a compact mass of stones. The torrents of rain
which sometimes fall in winter in Egypt percolated
through this filling, and left it congealed and diffi-
cult to cut through; and on the top of this hard
mase tons of rubbish were tossed from other ex-
cavations, thus completely hiding the entrance.
In this condition the tomb was found by Mr
Davie in February 1908, Mr Davis had been
working on the side of the valley opposite to
the tomb of Rameses IIl., whers the accumula-
tions of délris had entirely hidden the face of
the rocks, and, as this was a central and likely
gpot for & “find,” it was hoped that when the
skin of rubbish had been cleared away the entrance
of at least one royal tomb wonld be exposed. OF
all the XVIIIth-Dynasty kings, the burial-places
of only Thutmosis IT., Tutankhamon, and Horem-
heb remained undiscovered, and the hopea of the
excavators concentrated on these three Pharaohs
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After a.few weeks of digging, the mouth of
a large shaft cut into the limestone was cleared.
This proved to lead into a small chamber half-
filled with rubbish, amongst which some fine
jowallery, evidently hidden bere, was found.
This 18 now well published by Mr Davis in
facaimile, and further mention of it’ here is un-
necessary. Continuing the work, it was not long
before traces of another tomb became apparent,
and in & few days' time we were able to look
down from the surrounding mounds of rubbish
upon the commencement of a rectangular cutting.
in the rock. The size and style of the entrance
left no doubt that the work was to be dated to
the end of the XVIIIth Dynasty, and the ex-
cavators were confident that the tomb of either
Tutankbamon or Horemheb lay before them.
Steps leading down to the enirance wers pres-
ently uncovered, and finally the doorway itself
was freed from débris.

On one of the door-posts an inscription was
now seen, written in black ink by one of the
Government inspectors of B, 1100, This stated
that in the fourth year of an unknown king the
tomb had been inspected, and had i:rean found
to be that of Horemheb.

We had hoped now to pass into t-h-u tomb
without further difficulty, but in this we were
disappointed, for the first corridor was quite
choked with the rubbish placed there by the
inspectors. This corridor led down at a steep



b T B I LT (L R LT
......-._.__.._—..._..._._._ WAE a1 051G gl Jis LR LRSI LR TR BTN i LR LR ST

AT SRETER RS IR TF TR T

wali ey 0y A

.n_._..._n.::.l

SEALTARE Al PRI AR RS0 ] SR A L1 R

LR

LK



The Tomb of Horemheb. 229

angle through the limestone . hillside, and, like
all other parts of the tomb, it was carefully
worked. It was not until two days later that
snongh clearing bad been done to allow us to
erawl in over the rubbish, which was still piled
up so nearly to the roof that there was only
just room to wriggle downwards over it with
our backs pressing against the stone above. At
the lower end of the corridor there was a flight
of steps towards which the rubbish shelved, and,
gliding down the slope, we were here able to
stand once more. It was obvious that the tomb
did not stop here, and work, therefore, had to
be begun on the rubbish which choked the stair-
way in order to expose the entrance to further
passages. A doorway socon became visible, and
at last this was sufficiently cleared to permit of
our crawling into the next corridor, though now
we were even more closely squeezed between the
roof and the débris than before.

The party which made the entrance consisted of
Mr Davis; his assistant, Mr Ayrton ; Mr Harold
Jonga; Mr Max Dalison, formerly of the Egypt
Exploration Fund ; and myself. Wriggling and
crawling, we pushed and pulled ourselves down the
gloping rubbish, until, with a rattling avalanche
of emall stones, we arrived at the bottom of the
passage, where we scrambled to our feet at the
brink of & large rectanguler well, or shaft. Hold-
Jng the lamps sloft, the surrounding walls were
seen to be covered with wonderfully preserved
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paintings executed on slightly raised plaster. Here
Horemheb was seen standing before Isis, Osiris,
Horus, and other gods; and his cartouches stood
out boldly from amidst the elaborate inseriptions.
The colours were extremely rich, and, though there
was so much to be seen ahead, we stood there for
some minutes, looking at them with a feeling much
akin to awe,

The shaft was partly filled with rubbish, and
not, being very deep, we were able to climb down
it by means of a ladder, and up the other side to
an entrance which formed a kind of window in the
sheer wall. In entering a large tomb for the first
time, there are one or two scenes which fix them-
selves upon the memory more forcefully than
others, and one fecls as though one might carry
these impressions intaet to the grave. In this
tomb thers was nothing so impressive as this view
across the well and through the entrance in the
opposite wall. At one's feet lay the dark pit;
around one the gaudy paintings gleamed; and
through the window - like aperture before one, a
dim suggestion could be obtained of a white-
pillared hall. The intense eagerness to know what
was beyond, and, at the same time, the feeling
that it was almost desecration to elimb into those
halls which had stood silent for thousands of
years, cast a spell over the scene and made it
unforgetable.

This eperture had once bheen blocked up with
stones, and the paintings had passed across it,
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thus hiding it from view, so that a robber entering
the tomb might think that it ended here. But
the trick was an old one, and the plunderers had
easily detected the entrance, had pulled away the
blocks, and had climbed through. Following in
their footsteps, we went up the ladder and passed
through the entrance into the pillared hall. Parts
of the roof had fallen in, and other parts appeared
to be likely to do Bo at uny moment. Clambering
over the deébris we descended another sloping cor-
rider, which was entered through a cutting in the
floor of the hall, originally blocked up and hidden.
Thie brought us into a chamber covered with
paintings, like those around the well ; and again
we were brought to a standstill by the amazingly
fresh colours which arrested and held the attention.

We then passed on into the large burial-ball, the
roof of which was supported by erumbling pillars,
Slabs of limestone had broken off here and thers
and bad crashed down on to the floor, bringing
with them portions of the ceiling psinted with a
design of yellow stars on & black ground. On the
walls were unfinished paintings, and it was inter-
esting to notice that the north, south, east, and
weat were clearly marked upon the four walls for
ceremonial purposes,

The main frature towards which our eyes wers
turned was the great pink-granite sarcophagus
which stood in the middle of the hall. Its sides
were covered with well-cut inscriptions of a religi-
ous nature ; and at the four corners there were
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figures of Isis and Nephthys, in relief, with their
wings spread out as though in protection arcund
the body. Looking into the sarcophagus, the lid
having been thrown off by the plunderers, we
found it empty except for a skull and a few bones
of more than one person. The sarcophapgus stood
upon the limestone floor, and under it small holes
had been eut, in each of which a little wooden
statue of a god had been placed. Thus the king's
body was, so to speak, carried on the heads of the
gm:ls and held aloft by their arms. This is &
umquﬁ arrangement, and has never before been
found in any burial.

In all directions broken figures of the gods were
lying, and two defaced wooden statues of the king
were overthrown beside the sarcophagus. Beauti-
ful pieces of furniture, such as were found by Mr
Davis in the tomb of Yuaa and Thuau, were not to
be expected in the sepulchre of a Pharaoh; for
whereas those two persons were only mortals and
required mortal comforts in the Underworld, the
king was a god and oeeded only the comfort of
the presence of other gods. Dead flowers were
found here and there amidst the délais, theae
being the remnant of the masses of garlands
which were always heaped around and over the
coffin.

Peering into a little side chamber on the right,
we saw two skulls and some broken bones lying in

the corner. These appeared to be female, and one
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of the skulls may have been that of Mutnezem,
the queen. In ancther small chamber on the left
there was a fine painting of Ouiris on the back
wall; and, erouching at the foot of this, a statuette
of & god with upraised hands had been placed.
As we turned the corner and came upon it in the
full glare of the lamps, one felt that the arms were
raised in horror at sight of us, and that the god
was gasping with surprise and indignation at our
arrival. In the floor of another ante-chamber a
square hole was cut, leading down to a small room.
A block of stone had neatly fitted over the open-
ing,.thus hiding it from view ; but the robbers had
detected the ecrack, and had found the hiding-
place. " Here there were a skull and a few bones,
again of more than one person. Altogether there
must have been four bodies buried in the tomb
and it seems that the inspectors, finding them
strewn in all directions, had replaced one skull in
the sarcophagus, two in the side room, and one in
this hiding-place, dividing up the bones between
thesa three places as they thought fit. It may be
that the king himself was buried in the under-
ground chamber, and that the sarcophagus was a
gort of blind; for he had seen the destruetion
caused by robbers in the tomb of Thutmosia IV.,
which he had resiored, and he may have made this
attempt to secure the safety of his own body.
Whether this be so or not, however, Fate has not
permitted the body of the great king to escape the
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hands of the destroyer, and it will now never be
known with certainty whether one of these four
heads wore the crown of the Pharaochs.

The temperature was very great in the tomb,
and the perspiration streamed down our faces as
we stood contemplating the devastation, Now
the electric lamps would flash upon the gods sup-
porting the ransacked sarcopbagus, lighting for a
moment their grotesque forms; now the attention
would concentrate upen eome wooden figure of &
hippopotamus-god or cow-headed deity ; and now
the light would bring into prominence the great
overthrown statue of the king. There is some-
thing peculiarly sensational in the examining of a
tomb which has not been entered for such thou-
sands of years, but it must be left to the imagina-
tive reader to infuse a touch of that feeling of the
dramatic into these words. It would be hopeless
to attempt to put into writing those impressions
which go to make the entering of a great Egyptian
sepulchre eo thrilling an experience: one cannot
describe the silence, the echoing steps, the dark
shadows, the hot, breathless air: nor tell of the
sensa of vast Time and the penetrating of it which
stirs one so deeply.

The air was too bad to permit of our remaining
long 80 deep in the bowels of tle earth; and we
presently made our way through balls and corri-
dors back to the upper world, serambling and
crashing over the débms, and squeezing oursslves
through the rabbit-hole by which we had entered.
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Ag we passed out of this hot, dark tomb into the
brilliant sunlight and the bracing north wind, the
gloomy wreck of the place was brought before the
imagination with renewed force. The scattered
bones, the broken statues, the dead fowers,
grouped themselves in the mind into a picture
of utter decay. In some of the tombs which have
been opened the freshness of the objects has
caneed one to exclaim at the inaction of the years;
but here, where vivid and well -preserved wall-
paintings looked down on a jumbled collection of
smashed fragments of wood and bones, one felt
how hardly the Powers deal with the dead. How
far away seemed the great fight between Amon
and Aton; how futile the task which Horemheb
accomplished so gloriously! It was all over and
forgotten, and one asked oneself what it mattered
whether the way was difficult or the battle slow to
win. In the fourth year of the reign of Horemheb
a certain harper mamed Nefechotep partly com-
posed & song which was peculiarly appropriate to
the tune which ran in one's head at the opening
of the tomb of this Pharaoh whom the harper
served—

“(L.) Behold the dwellings of the dead. Their walls fall
down ; their pluce is no more: they are as thoogh they bad
never existed. (2.) That which hath come into being must
puss away again.  The young men and maidens go to their
places; the sun riseth at dawn, and setteth agein in the
hills of the west, Men beget and women conceive, The
n]:'lld:mﬂ, too, go to the places which are appointed for them.
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0, then, be happy! Come, scents and perfumes are set
bafora thee: maku-fowars and lilies for the arms and neck
of thy beloved. Come, songs and musie are before thee
Sot behind thee all cares; think only upon gladness, until
that day cometh whereon thou shelt Eo down to the land
which loveth silonce,”

Horemheb must often have heard this song sung
in his palace at Thebes by its composer; but did
he think, one wondars, that it would be the walls
of his own tomb which would fall down, and his
own bones which would he almost as though they
had never existed !



PART 1V.

THE PRESERVATION OF THE TREASURY.

" Laugh and mock i you wiil st the werkip of sone kloby, but park yo
this, yo breakera of bnages, that ia coe regard the stons idol bears awiual
semblenoy of Deity—the enchiogefalnes io the midst of change—the sums
seeming will, aed intent for ever omd ever ipexorsbdal . . . And we, we
shall dis, xnd lalam will wither away, apd the Englishmen siraining far over
to kold his [owed Indis, will plant & firm foot oo the banks of the Mile xnd
it in bt seata of the Faltkiul, and atill that sleepleas mok #ill Lis satching
aid walzhisg the worka of the new busy rce, with thoss same esd sarnest
eyen, and the sme trapquil mien everlsatingly.”

—Ksolars : Hothem (1844}



CHAFTER X

THEBAN THIEYESA.

ToeRes was the ancient capital of Egypt, and ita
ruing are the most extensive in the Nile Valley.
On the east bank of the river, at the modern
towpns of Luxor and Karpak, there are the remains
of mighty temples; and on the west bank, in the
neighbourhood of the village of Gurneh, tombe,
mortuary chapels, and temples, literally cover the
ground. The inhabitants of these three places
have for penerations augmented their incomes
by a traffic in antiquities, and the peasants of
Gurneh have, more especially, become famous as
the most hardy pilferers of the tombs of their
ancestors in all Egypt. In conducting this
luerative business they have lately had the
misfortune to be recognised as thieves and
robbers by the Government, and it is one of
my duties to point this out to them, As a
matter of fact ‘they are no more thieves than
you or I 1t is as natural for them to seratch
in the.sand for antiguities as it is for us to pick
flowers by the roadside : aﬂtiql.tlhaﬁ, like flowers,
are the product of the soil, and it is largely be-
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cause the one is more rare than the other that its
promiscuous appropriation has been constituted
an offence. The native who is eometimes child
enough to put his eyes out rather than serve
in the army, who will often suffer all manner of
wrongs rather than carry his case to the local
courts, and who will hide his money under his bed
rather than trust it to the safest bank, is not
likely to be intelligent enough to realise that, on
scientific grounds, he is committing & crime in
digging for scarabs. He iz beginning to under-
stand that in the eyes of the law he is a criminal,
but he has not yet learnt so to regard himself.
I here name him thief, for officially that is his
designation ; but there is no sting in the word,
nor is any insult intended. By all cultured per-
sons the robbery of antiquities must be regarded
as & grave offence, and one which has to be
checked. But the point is ethical; and what
has the Theban to do with ethica? The robbery
of antiquities is carried out in many different
ways and from many different motives. Some-
times it is romantic treasure hunting that the
official has to deal with; sometimes it is adven-
turous robbery with violence ; sometimes it is the
taking advantage of chance discoveries; some-
times it is the pilfering of objects ound in author-
ised excavations; and sometimes it is the stealing
of fragments smashed from the walls of the ancient
monuments, All these forms of robbery, except
the last, may call for the sympathy of every
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reader of these lines who happens not to have
cultivated that vaguely defined * archmological
sense” which i, practically, the product of this
present generation alone; and in the instances
which are here to be given the point of view of
the * Theban thief” will be readily appreciated.

Treasure hunting is & relic of childhood that
remains, like all other forms of romance and ad-
venture, & permanently youthful feature in our
worn old herrts. It has been drilled into us by
the tales of our boyhood, and, in later life, it has
become part of that universal desire to get some-
thing for nothing which lies behind our most
honest efforts to obtain the poods of this world.
Wito has not desired the hidden wealth of the
late Captain Kidd, or coveted the lost treasure
of the Incas? I recently wrote an article which
was entitled * Excavations in Egypt,” but the
editor of the magazine in which it appeared
hastily altered these words to * Treasure Hunting
in Egypt,” and thereby commanded the attention
of twice the number of readers. Can we wonder,
then, that this form of adventure is so often met
with in Egypt, the land of hidden treasure? The
Department of Antiquities has lately published
& collection of medisval ' traditions with regard
to thiz subject, which iz known as the Book of
the Pearl. In it ome is told the exact places
where excavations should be made to lay bare
the wealth of the ancients.~ “Go to such and
such a spot,” says this ourious book, “and dig

Q
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to the depth of so many cubits, and you will find
a trap-door; descend through this and you will
find & chamber wherein are forty jars filled with
gold. Take what you want, and give thanks to
God.” Many of the sites referred to have been
literally hacked out of all recognition by the picks
and spades of thousands of gold-eeekers; and it
may be that sometimes their efforts have been
rewarded, since a certain amount of genuine in-
formation is embodied in the traditions. Sir
Gaston Maspero, the Director - General of the
‘Department of Antiquities, tells a story of how
a pative came to him asking permission to ex-
cavate at a certain spot where he believed treasure
to ba hidden. Sir Gaston accompanied him to the
place, and & tunnel was bored into what appeared
to be virgin sand and rock. At the end of the
first day's work the futility of his labours was
pointed out to the man, but he was not to be
daunted. For two more days he stood watching
the work from morn to nightfall with hope burn-
ing in his eyes, and on the following morning his
reward came. Suddenly the ground gave way
before the picks of the workmen, and a hole
was geen leading into a forgotten cave, In this
cave the implements of some medismval coiners
werd discovered, and an amount of metal, falss
and true, was found which had been used by them
in the process of their business.

A ghort time ago a man applied for permiscion
to perform & similar kind of excavation at a place
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called Nag Hamadi, and in my abeence permission
was given him. On my return the following
report was submitted: . . . Having reached
the spot indicated the man started to blow the
stones by means of the Denamits. Also he
slaught a lamb, thinking that there is a treasure,
and that when th& lamb being slaught he will
discover it at once.” In plainer English, the man
had blown up the rocks with dynamite, and had
attempted o further his efforts by sacrificing a
lamb to the djin who guarded the treasure. The
djin, however, was not thus to be propitiated, and
the gold of the Pharaohs was never found, More
recently the watchmen of the famous temple of
Dér el Babri found themselves in trouble owing
to the discovery that part of the ancient pave-
ment showed signs of having been raised, stone
by stone, in order that the ground below might be
searched for the tressure which a tradition, such
as those in the Book of the Pearl, had reported as
lying hid there.

Almost as romantic as treasure hunting is
robbery with wiolence, We all remember our
boyhood's faseination for piracy, smuggling, and
the profession of Dick Turpin; and to the Theban
peasant, who is essentially youthful in his ideas,
this form of fortune hunting has irresistible at-
tractions. When a new tomb is discovered by
authorised archmologists, especially when it is
sibuated in some remote spot such as the Valley
of the Kings, thers is always some fear of an
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armed raid; and police guard the spot night
and day until the antiquities have been removed
to Cairo. The workmen who have been employed
in the excavation return to their homes with
wonderful tales of the wealth which the tomb
contains, and in the evening the discovery is
discuzsed by the women at the well where the
water i8 drawn for the wvillage, with the result
that it very soon assumes prodigious proportions,
inflaming the minde of all men with the greed
of gold. Visitors often ask why it i that the
mummies of the Pharache are not left to lie each
in its own tomb; and it ie argued that they
look peither congruous nor dignified in the glass
cases of the museum. The answer 18 obvious to all
who know the country: put them back in their
tombs, and, without continuous police protection,
they will be broken into fragments by robbers, bolts
and bars notwithstanding. The experiment of leav-
ing the mummy and some of the antiguities in
sitw has only once been tried, and it has not been
a complete success. It was done in the case of
the tomb of Amenhotep II. at Thebes, the mummy
being laid in its original sarcophagus ; and & model
boat, used in one of the funeral ceremonies, was
algo left in the tomb. One night the six watch-
men who were in charge of the royal tombs stated
that they had been attacked by an armed force;
and the tomb in question was seen to have been
entered, the iron doors having been forced. The
mummy of the Pharach was found lying upon
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the floor of the burial-hall, its chest emashed in:
and the boat had disappeared, mor has it since
been recovered. The watchmen showed signs
of having put up something of a fight, their
clothes being riddled with bullet-holes; but here
and thers the cloth looked much as though it
had been singed, which suggested, as did other
evidence, that they themselves had fired the guns
and bad acted the struggle. The truth of the
matter will never be koown, but its lesson is
obvious. The mummy was put back into its
sarcophagus, and there it has remained secure ever
simee ; but one pever koows how soon it will be
dragged forth once more to be searched for the
gdld with which every pative thinks it is
stuifed.

Some years ago an armed gang walked off
with a complete series of mortuary reliefs belong-
ing to a tomb at Bakkirah, They came by night,
overpowered the watchmen, loaded the blocks
of stone on to camels, and disappeared into the
darkness. Sometimes it iz an entire cemetery
that is attacked ; aod, if it happens to be situated
some miles from the nearest police-station, & good
deal of work can be done before the authorities
get wind of the affair. Last winter six bundred
men eet to work upon a patch of desert ground
where a tomb had been accidently found, and,
ere I received the news, they had robbed a score
Qof little graves, many of which must have con-
tained objects purchasable by the dealers in
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antiquities for quite large sums of money. At
Abydos a tomb which we had just discovered
was raided by the villagers, and we only regained
possession of it after a rapid exchange of shotas,
one of which came near ending a caresr whose
continuance had been, since birth, a matter of
great importance to myself But how amusing
the adventure must have been for the raiders!
The appropristion of treasure-trove come upon by
chance, or the digging out of graves accidentally
discovered, is a very natural form of robbery for
the natives to indulge in, and one which commends
itself to the sympathies of all those not actively
concerned in its suppression. There are very few
persons even In western countries who would
be willing to hand over to the Government a
hoard of gold discovered in their own back
garden., In Egypt the law is that the treasure-
trove thus discovered belongs to the owner of
the property; and thus there is always a certain
amount of exeavation going on behind the walls
of the houses. It is also the law that the peasants
may carry away the accumulated rubbish on the
upper layers of ancient town sites, in order to
use it as & fertiliser for their erops, since it
contains valuable phosphates. This work is
supervised by watchmen, but this does not pre-
vent the stealing of almost all the antiguities
which are found. As illegal excavators these
sebakhin, or manure-diggers, are the worst
offenders, for they search for the phosphates in
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all manner of places, and are constantly coming
upon tombs or ruine which they promptly clear
of their contents, Onpe sees them driving their
donkeys along the roads, each laden with a eack
of manure, and it is certain that some of these
eacks contain antiguities, In Thebes many of
the natives live inside the tombe of the ancient
nobles, these generally consisting of two or three
rock-hewn balls from which a tuonel leads down
to the burial-chamber. Generally this tunnel
is choked with débris, and the owner of the
house will parl:lapﬂ come upon it by chance, and
will dig it out, in the vain hope that earlier
plunderers have left some of the antiguities un-
disturbed. It recently bappened that an entire
family wae asphyxiated while attempting to
penetrate into a newly discovered tuonel, each
member entering to ascertain the fate of the
previous explorer, and each being overcome by
the gases. Oo one occasion I was asked by a
native to accompany him down a tunnel, the
entrance of which was in his stable, in order to
view a sarcophagus which lay at the bottom.
We each took a candle, and, crouching down to
avold the low roof, we descended the narrow,
winding passage, the loose stones sliding beneath
our feet. The air was very foul; and below us
there was the thunderous roar of thousands of
wings beating through the echoing passage —
the wings of evil-smelling bats. Presently we
*reached this uncomfortable zone. So thickly did
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the bats hang from the ceiling that the rock
itself seemed to be black; but as we advanced,
and the creatures took to their wings, this black
covering appeared to peel off the reck. During
the entire descent this curious spectacle of regu-
larly receding blackness and advancing grey was
to ba seen & yard or so in front of us. The roar
of wings was now deafening, for the space into
which we were driving the bats was very confined.
My guide shouted to me that we must let them
pass out of the tomb over our heads,. We there-
fore erouched down, and a few stones were flung
into the darkness ahead. Then, with a roar and
& rush of air, they came, bumping into us, en-
tangling themselves in our clothes, slapping cur
faces and hands with their unwholesome wings,
and clinging to our fingers. At last the thunder
died away in the passage behind us, and we were
able to advance more easily, though the ground
was alive with the bats maimed in the frantie
flight which had taken place, floundering out of
our way and squeaking shrilly, The sarcophagus
proved to be of no interest, so the encounter with
the bats was to no purpose.

The pilfering of antiguities found during the
course of authorised excavations is one of the
most common forms of robbery. The overseer
cannot always wateh the workmen sufficiently
closely to prevent them pocketing the small ob-
Jects which they find, and 1t 15 an easy matter to
carry off the stolen goods, even though the men
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are searched at the end of the day. A little girl
minding her father's sheep and goats in the neigh-
bourhood of the excavations,’and apparently oceu-
pying her hands with the spinniog of flax, is perhaps
the receiver of the objects. Thus it is more profit-
able to dig for antiquities even in authorised
excavations than to work the water-hoist, which
is one of the usual cecupations of the peasant.
Pulling the hoisting-pole down, and swinging it
up again with its load of water many thousands
of times in the day, is monotonous work ; whereas
digging in the ground, with the eyes keenly
wapching for the appearance of antiquitivs, 1s
alwaye interesting and exciting. And why
sheuld the digger refrain from appropriating the
objecta which his pick reveals? If be does not
make use of his opportunities and carry off the
antiquities, the western director of the works will
take themn to his own country and sell them for
his own profit. All natives believe that the
archmclogists work for the purpose of making
money. Speaking of Professor Flinders Petrie,
a peasant said to me the other day: “He has
worked five-and-twenty years now; he must be
very rich,” He would never believe that the
antiquities were given to museums without any
payment being made to the finder.

The stealing of fragments broken out of the
walls of “show" monuments iz almost the only
form of robbery which will receive general con-
demnation. That this vandalism is also distaste-
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ful to the natives themselves is shown by the fact
that several better-class Egyptians living in the
neighbourhood of Thebes subscribed, at my -in-
vitation, the sum of £50 for the protection of
certain beautiful tombs, When they were shown
the worke undertaken with their money, they
&:pmaad themselves as being “ pleased with the
delicate inseriptions in the tombs, but very awfully
angry at the damage which the devils of ignorant
people bad made.” A native of moderate intelli-
gence can quite appreciate the argument that
whereas the continuous warfare between the
agents of the Department of .Emtiqult.teu and
the illegal excavators of small graves is what
m‘lght- be called an honourable game, the smeosh-
ing of public monuments cannot be ealled fair-
play from whatever point of view the matter is
approached. Often revenge or spite is the cause
of this damage. It is sometimes necessary to act
with severity to the peasants who infringe. the
rules of the Department, but a serious danger
lies in such action, for it is the nature of the
Thebans to revenge-themselves not on the offi-
cial directly but on the monuments which he is
known to love. Two years ago a pative illegally
built himself a house on Government ground, and
I was obliged to go through the formality of
pulling it down, which I did by obliging him to
remove & few layers of brickwork around the
walls. A short time afterwards a famous towb
wag broken into and a part of the paintings
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destroyed ; and there was enough evidence to
show that the owner of this house was the cul-
prit, though unfortunately he could not be con-
victed. One man -actually had the audacity to
warn me that auy severity on my part would be
met by destruction of monuments. Under these
circumstances an official finds himself in & dilemma.
If he maintaine the dignity and prestige of bis
Department by punishing any offences against it,
he endangers the very objects for the care of
which he is responsible; and it is hard to say
whether under a lax or a severe administration
the, more damage would be done.

The produce of thess various forms of robbery
is easily disposed of. When once the antiguities
have passed into the bands of the dealers there
is little chance of further trouble. The dealer
can always say that he came into posscssion of
an object years ago, before the antiquity laws
were made, and it is almost impossible to prove
that h> did not. You may have the body of a
statue and he the head : he can always damage
the line of the breakage, and say that the head
does not Lelong to that statue, or, if the connee-
tion is too obvious, he ¢an say that he found the
head while exeavating twenty years ago on the
gite where now you have found the body. Nor is
it desirable to bring an action against the man in
s case of this kind, for it might go against the
oficial. Dealing in antiquities is regarded as a
perfectly honourable business. The official, crawl-
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ing about the desert on his stomach in the bitter
cold of a winter's night in order to hold up a
convoy of stolen antiquities, may use hard lan-
guage in regard to the trade, but he cannot say
that it is pernicious as long as it is confined to
minor objects. How many objects of value to
science would be destroyed by their finders if
there was no market to take them to! One of
the Theban dealers leads so holy & life that he
will assuredly be regarded as a saint by future
generations.

The eale of small antiguities to tourists on the
public roads is prohibited, except at certain ploces,
but of course it can be done with impunity by the
exercise of a little care. Men and boys and even
little girls as they pass will stare at you with
studying eyes, and if' you seem to be a likely pur-
chaser, they will draw from the folds of their
garments some little object which they will offer
for sale. Along the road in the glory of the
setting sun there will come as fine a yourg man
as you will gee on a day's march. Surely he is
bent on some noble mission : what lofty thoughts
are occupying his mind, you wonder. But as you
pass, out comes the scarab from his pocket, and
he shouts, * Wanty scarab, mister?—two shil-
lin',"” while you ride on your way a greater cynic
than before.

Some years ago a larpe inscribed stone was
stolen from a certain temple, and was promptly
gold to a man who sometimes traded in such ob-
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jects. This man carried the stone, hidden in a
sack of grain, to the house of a friend, and having
deposited it in a place of hiding, he tramped home,
with his stick across his shoulders, in an attitude
of deep unconcern. An enemy of his, however,
bad watched him, and promptly gave information.
Acting on this the police set out to search the
house. When we reached the entrance we were
met by the owner, and a warrant was shown to
him. A heated argument followed, at the end of
which the infuriated man woved us in with a
magnificent and most dramatic gesture. There
werg some twenty rooms in the house, and the
stifling heat of a July noon made the task none
toos enjoyable. The police inspector was ex-
tremely thorough in his work, and an hour had
passed before three rooms had been searched.
He looked into the cupboards, went down on
his knees to peer into the ovens, stood on tiptoe
to search the fragile wooden shelves (it was a
heavy stone which we were looking for), hunted
under the mata, and even peeped into a little
tobacco-tin. In one of the rooms there were three
or four beds arranged along the middle of the
floor. The inspector pulled off the mattresses, and
out from under each there leapt a dozen rats, which,
if I may be belisved, made for the walls and ran
straight up them, disappearing in the rafter-holes
at the top. The sight of countless rats hurrying
up, perpéndicular walls may be familiar to some
people, but I venture to eall it an amazing spec-
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tacle, worthy of record. Then came the opening
of one or two travelling-trunks. The inspector
ran his hand through the clothes which lay therein,
and out jumped a few more rats, which likewise
went up the walls. The searching of the re-
maining rooms carried us well through the after-
noon; and at last, hot and weary, we decided
to abandon the hunt. Two nights later a man
was seen walking away from the house with a
heavy sack on his back; and the stone s now,
no doubt, in the Western hemiaphere.

The attempt to regain & lost antiquity is seldom
crowned with success. It is so extremely difficult
to obtain reliable information: and as soon as
a man is suspected his enemies will rusk in
with accusations, Thirty-eight separate accusa-
tions were sent in against a certain head-watch-
man during the first days after the fact had
leaked out that he was under suspicion. Not
one of them could be shown to be true. SBome-
times one man will bring & charge agninat wnother
for the betterment of his own interests. Here
is o letter from a watchman who had resigned, but
wished to rejoin. “To his Exee. Chisf Dircoter
of the tembels. I have honner to inform that I
am your sarvant X, watchman on the tembels
before this time. Bir from one year ago I work in
the Santruple (?) as a watchman about four years
ago. And I not make anything wrong and your
Exec. know me. Now I want to work in my place
in the tembel, because the man which in it he not
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‘sttintive to His, but alway he in the coffes . . .
He also steal the scribed stones. Please give your
order to point me again. Your servant, X." “The
coffee” is, of course, the café which adjoins the
temple.

A short time ago a young man came to me with
an accusation against his own father, who, he said,
bad stolen a statuette. The tale which he told
was circumstantial, but it was hotly denied by his
infuriated parent. He looked, however, a trifle
more honest than his father, and when a younger
brother was brought in as witness, one felt that
the, guilt of the old man would be the probable
finding. The boy stared steadfastly at the ground
for some moments, however, and then launched out
into an elaborate explanation of the whole affair,
He said that he asked his father to lend him
four pounds, but the father had refused. The son
insisted that that sum was due to him as his share
in some transaction, and pointed out that though
he onlr asked for it as & loan, he had in reality
a claim to it. The old man refused to hand it
over, and the son, therefors, waited his oppor-
tunity and stole it from his house, carrying it
off triumphantly to his own establishment, Here
ha gave it into the charge of his young wife,
and went abou: his business. The father, how-
ever, guessed where the money had gone; and
while his son was ouf, invaded his house, beat
hig davghter-in-law on the soles of her feat
dntil she confessed where the money was hidden,
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and then, having obtained it, returned to his home.
When the son eame back to his house he learnt
what bad happened, and, out of spite, at once in-
vented the accusation which he bad brought to me.
This story appeared to be true in so far as the
quarrel over the money was concerned, but that
the accusation was invented proved to be untrue.

Sometimes the peasants have such honest faces
that it is diffienlt to believe that they are guilty
of deceit. A lady came to the camp of a certain
party of excavators at Thebes, holding in her hand
a ecarab. ' “Do tell me,” she said to one of the
archmologists, ** whether this scarab is genuine. I
am eure it must be, for I bought it from a boy
who assured me that he had stolen it from your
excavations, and he looked such an honest and
truthful little fellow.”

In order to check pilfering in a certain exca-
vation in which I was assisting we made a rule
that the selected workmen should not be allowed
to put unselscted substitutes in their place. One
day I came upon & man whose appearance did not
seem familiar, although his back was turned to me.
1 asked him who he was, whereupon he turned
upon me & countenance which might have served
for the model of a painting of 5t John, and in
a low, sweet voice he told me of the illness of the
real workman, and of how he had taken over
the work in order to obtain money for the pur-
chase of medicine for him, they being friends from
their youth up. I sent him away and told him
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to call for any medicine he might want that
evening. I did not see him again until about
a week later, when [ happened to meet him in
the village with a policeman on either side of him,
from one of whom I learned that he was a well-
known thief. Thus is one deceived even in the
case of real criminals: how then can one expect
to get at the truth when the erime committed is
g0 light an affair as the stealing of an antiquity ?
The following is a letter received from one of
the greatest thieves in Thebes, who is now serving
& term of imprisonment in the provincial gaol :—

“ B GeverAL IvspectoR,—I offer this applica-
tion stating that I am from the natives of Gurneh,
saying the following :—

“On Saturday last I came to your office and
have been told that my family using the sate to
strengthen against the Department. The result
of this talking that all these things which some-
body pretends are not the fact. In fact I am
taking great care of the antiquities for the pur-
pose of my living matter. Accordingly, I wish
to be appointed in the vacant of watching to the
antiquities in my village and promise myself that
if anything happens I do hold myself resposible.” "

I have no idea what *“using the sate to
strengthen™ means.

It is sometimes said that European excavators
are: committing an offence against the sensibil-
ities of the peasants by digging up the bodies

2 3
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of their ancestors. Nobody will repeat this re-
mark who has walked over a cemetery plundered
by the natives themselves. Here bodies may be
seen lying in all direetions, torn limb from limb
by the gold-seekers; here beautiful vases may
be seen smashed to atoms in order to make
more rare the specimens preserved. The peasant
has mo regard whatsoever for the sanctity of
the ancient dead, nor does any superstition in
this regard deter him in his work of destruction,
Fortunately superstition sometimes checks other
forms of robbery. Djins are believed to guard
the hoards of ancient wealth which some of the
tombs are thought to contain, as, for example, in
the case of the tomb in which the family was
asphyxiated, where a fiend of this kind was
thought to have throttled the unfortunate ex-
plorers. Twin brothers are thought to have the
power of changiog themeelves into cata at will :
and a certain Huseyn Osman, a barmless indi-
vidual enough, and a most expert digger, would
often turn himself into a cat at night-time, not only
for the purpose of stealing his brother Muhammed
Osman’s dinner, but also in order to protect the
tombs which his patron was occupied in excavating.
One of the overseers in some recent excavations
was said to have the power of aetecting all rob-
beries on his works, The archeeologist, however,
is unfortunately unable to rely upon this form of
protection, and many are the schemes for the pre-
vention of pilfering which are tried,
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In some excavations a sum of money is given to
the workman for every antiquity found by him,
and these sums are sufficiently high to prevent any
outbidding by the dealers. Work thus becomes
very expansive for the archmologist, who is some-
times called upon to pay £10 or £20 in a day.
The eystem has also another disadvantage, namely,
that the workmen are apt to bring antiquities from
far and near to “ discover” m their diggings in
order to oktain a good price for them. Neverthe-
less, it would seem to be the most successful of the
systemsa. In the Government excavations it is
ucual to employ & number of overseera to watch
for the small finds, while for only the really valu-
able discoveries is a reward given.

For finding the famous pold hawk's head at
Hieraconpolis & workman received £14, and with
this princely sum in his pocket he went to a certain
Englishman to ask advies as to the spending of it.
He was troubled, he said, to decide whether to
buy & wife or & cow. He admitted that he had
already one wifes, and that two of them would be
sure to introduce some friction inte what was now
a peaceful household ; and he quite realised that a
cow would be less apt to quarrel with his first
wife. The Englishman, very properly, voted for
the cow, and the peasant returned home deep in
thought. While pondering over the matter during
the next fow weeks, he entertained his friends with
pome freedom, and scon he found to his dismay
that he had not enough money left to buy either a
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wile or a cow. Thereupon he set to with a will,
and soon spent the remaining guineas in riotous
living. When he was next seen by the English-
man he was & beggar, and, what was worse, his
taste for evil living had bad several weeks of
eultivation.

The case of the fortunate finder of a certain
great cache of mummies was different. He re-
ceived a reward of £400, and this ha buried in a
very secret place. When he died his possessions
descended to his sons.  After the funeral they sat
round the grave of the old man, and very rightly
discugsed his virtues until the sun set. Then thoy
returned to the house and began to dig for the
hidden money. For some days they turned tpe
sand of the floor over; but failing to find what
they sought, they commenced operations on a
pateh of desert under the shade of some tamarisks
where their father was wont to sit of an afternoon.
It is gaid that for twelve hours they worked like
persons possessed, the men hacking at the ground,
and the boys earrying away the sand in buskets
to a convenient distance. But the money was
never found.

1t is not often that the finders of antiguities
inform the authorities of their good fortune, but
when they do so an attempt is maae to give them
a good reward. A letter from the finder of an
inscribed statue, who wished to claim his reward,
read as follows: * With all delight I please inform
you that on 8th Jan. was found a headless temple
of granite sitting on a chair and printed on it."
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I will end thia chapter as T began it, in the
defence of the Theban thieves. In a place whers
every -yard of ground contains antiquities, and
where these antiquities may be so readily con-
verted into golden guineas, can one wonder that
every man, woman, and child makes use of his
oppertunities in this respect to better his fortune?
The pessant does not take any interest in the
history of mankind, and he cannot be expected to
know that in digging out a grave and scattering
ite contents, throuph the agency of dealers, over
the face of the globe, he loses for ever the facts
which the archeologist is atrwmg g0 hard to
obtain. The scientific exeavator does mot think
th~ antiquities themselves so valuable as the
record of the exact arrangement in which they
were found. From such data alone can he ob-
tain his knowledge of the manners and customs
of this wonderful people. When two objects are
found together, the date of one being known and
that +f the other unknown, the archmological
value of the find lies in the fact that the former
will place the latter in its correct chronological
position. But if these two objects are sold separ-
ately, the find may perhaps lose its entire signifi-
cance, The trained archmologist records every
atom of information with which he meets; the
native records nothing. And hence, if there is
any value at all in the study of the history of
mankind, illegal excavation must be stopped.
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CHAPTER XL
THE FLOODING OF LOWER NUBIA.

TeE country of Lower Nubia lies between the First
and Second Cataracts of the Nile. The town of
Aswan, onee famous as the frontier outpost of
Erypt and now renowned as a winter resort for
Europeans and Americans, stands some two or
three miles below the First Cataract; and two
hundred miles southwards, at the foot of the
Second Cataract, stands Wady Halfa. About
half-way between these two points the little town
of Derr nestles amidst its palms; and he-e the
gingle police-station of the province is situated.
Agriculturally the land is extremely barren, for
the merest strip of cultivation borders the river,
and in many reaches the desert comes down to the
water's edge. The scenery is rugged and often
magnificent. As one sails up the Nile the rocky
hills on either side group themselves into bold
compositions, rising darkly above the palms and
acacias reflected in the water. The villages, clvs-
tered on the hillsides as though grown like mush-
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rooms in the night, are not different in colour to
the ground upon which they are built ; but here
and there neatly whitewashed houses of consider-
able size are to be observed. Now we come upon
a tract of desert sand which rolls down to the river
in a golden slope ; now the hills recede, leaving an
open bay wherein there are patches of cultivated
ground reclaimed from the wilderness ; and now a
dense but narrow palm-grove follows the line of
the bank for a mile or more, backed by the villages
at the foot of the hills.

The inhabitants are few in number. Most of
the males have taken service as cooks, butlers,
waiters, and bottle-washers in European houses or
hotels throughout Egypt; and consequently one
sees more women than men 'pottering about the
villages or working in the fields. They are a fine
race, clean in their habits and cheery in character.
They can be distinguished with ease from the
Egyptian feliahin; for their skin has more the
appearance of bronze, and their features are often
more aquiline. The women do not wear the weil,
and their dresses are draped over one shoulder in
o manner unkoown to Egypt. The method of
dressing the hair, moreover, iz quite distinetive:
the women plait it in inoumerable little strands,
those along the forehead terminating in bead-like
lumps of bee’s-wax. The little children go nude
for the first six or eight years of their life, though
the girls sometimes wear around their waists a
'i“ri.nga made of thin strips of hide. The men still
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carry spears in some parts of the country, and a
light battle-axe is not an uncommon wenpon.

There is no railway between Aswan and Halfa,
all traffic being conducted on the river. Almost
continuously a stream of native troops and English
officers passes up and down the Nile bound for
Khartoum or Cairo; and in the winter the tourists
on steamers and dalabiyehs travel through the
country in considerable numbers to visit the many
temples which were here erected in the days when
the land was richer than it is now. The three
most famous ruins of Lower Nubia are those of
Philae, just above Aswan; Kalabsheh, some forty
miles to the south ; and Abu Simbel, about thirty
miles below Halfa: but besides these there sre
many buildings of importance and interest. The
ancient remains date from all periods of Egyptian
history ; for Lower Nubia played an important
part in FPharaonic affairs, both by reason of its
position as the buffer state between Egypt and
the Sudan, and also because of its gold-mining
industries. In old days it was divided into several
tribal states, these being governed by the Egyptian
Vieeroy of Ethiopia; but the country seldom re-
volted or gave trouble, and to the present day it
retains its reputation for peacefulness and orderly
behaviour.

Owing to the building, and now the heightening,
of the great Nile dam at Aswan, erected for the
purpose of regulating the flow of water by hold-
ing back in the plenteous autumn and winter the
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amount necessary to keep up the level in the dry
summer months, the whole of the valley from the
First Cataract to the neighbourhood of Derr will
be turned into a vast reservoir, and a large number
of temples and other ruing will be flooded. Before
the dam was finished the temples on the island of
Philae were strengthened and repaired so as to be
gafe from damage by the water; and now every
other ruin whose foundations are below the future
high - water level has been repaired and safe-
guarded,

In 1906 and 1907 the present writer was dis-
patched to the threatened territory to make a full
report on the condition of the monuments there ;!
ang a very large sum of money was then voted for
the work. Sir Gaston Maspero took the matter
up in the spirit which is associated with his name ;
Monsieur Barsanti was sent to repair and under-
pin the temples; French, German, and English
scholars were engaged to make copies of the en-
dangered inscriptions and reliefs ; and Dr Reisner,
Mr C. Firth, and others, under the direction of
Captain Lyons, were entrusted with the complete
and exhaunstive excavation of all the cemeteries
and remaing betwesn the dam and the southern
extremity of the reservoir. As a result of this
work, not ona sgrap of information of any kind will
be lost by the flooding of the country.

As was to be expected, the building and raising

g "Weigall : *A Report on the Antiquities of Lower Nubia' (De
partment of Antiguitics, Cairo, 1607.)
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of the dam caused consternation amongst the
archmologically interested visitors to Egypt, and
very considerably troubled the Egyptologiste.
Philae, one of the most picturesque ruins on the
Nile, was to be destroyed, said the more hysterical,
and numerous other buildings were to meet with
the same fate. A very great deal of nonsense was
written as to the vandalism of the English; and the
minds of certain people were so much inflamed by
the controversy that many regrettable words were
spoken. The Department of Antiquities was much
eriticised for having approved the scheme, though
it was more generally declared that the wishes of
that Department had not been econsulted, which
was wholly untrue. These strictures are nro-
nounced on all sides at the present day, in spite
of the very significant silence and imperturbation
(not to say supination) of Egyptologists, and it
may therefore be as well to put the matter plainly
before the reader, since the opinion of the person
who is in charge of the ruins in question, has,
whether right or wrong, a sort of interest attached
to it.

In dealing with a question of this kind one has
to clear from the brain the fumes of unbalanced
thought and to behold all things with a level
head. Strong wine 18 one of the lesser causes
of insobriety, and there is often more damage
done by intemperance of thought in matters
of criticism than there is by actions committed
under the influence of other forms of im-
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moderation. We are agreed that it is & sad
spectacle which is to be observed in the Old Kent
Road on a Saturday night, when the legs of half
the pedestrians appear to have lost their cunning.
We say in disgust that these people are intoxicated.
What, then, have we to say regarding those per-
sons whose brains are unbalanced by immoderate
habits of thought, who are suffering from that
primary kind of intoxication which the dictionary
tells us is simply a condition of the mind wherein
clear judgment is obscured? There is sometimes
a debauchery in the reasoning faculties of the
polite which sends their opinions rollicking on
their way just as drink will send a man stagger-
ing up the highroad. Temperance and sobriety
are virtnes which in their relation to thought
have a greater value than they possess in any
other regard; and we stand in more urgent need
of missionaries to preach to us sobriety of opinion,
u sort of eritical testotalism, than ever a drunkard
stood ‘n want of a pledge.

This case of Philae and the Lower Nubian
temples illustrates my meaning. On the one
hand thers are those who tell us that the island
temple, far from being damaged by its floeding,
is benefited thereby; and on the other hand there
ars persons who urge that the engineers concerned
in the making of the reservoir should be tarred
and feathered to a man. Both these views are
digtorted and intemperate. Let us endeavour to
Straighten up our opinions, to walk them soberly
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and decorously before us in an atmosphere of'
propriety.

It will be agreed by all those who know Egypt
that & great dam was necessary, and it will be
admitted that no reach of the Nile below Wady
Halfa could be converted into a reservoir with so
little detriment to modern interests as that of
Lower Nubia. Hers there were very few cul-
tivated fields to be inundated and a very small
number of people to be dislodged. There were,
however, these important ruins which would be
flooded by such a reservoir, and the engineers
therefore made a most serious attempt to find
some other site for the building. A careful study
of the Nile valley showed that the present -ite
of the dam was the only spot at which a building
of this kind eould be set up without immensely
inereasing the cost of erection and greatly adding
to the general difficulties and the possible dangers of
the undertaking. The engineers bad, therefore, to
ask themselves whether the damage to the t~mples
weighed against these considerations, whether it
was right or not to expend the extra sum from the
taxes. The answer was plain enough, They were
of opinion that the temples would not be appreci-
ably damaged by their flooding. They argued, very
justly, that the buildings would he under water
for only five months in each year, and for seven
months the ruins would appear to be precisely
as they always bhad been, It was not n
‘bhan, to state the loss of money and the addea
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‘inconveniences on the one hand agninst the total
loss of the tewples un the other. 1t was aimply
mneedful to ask whether the temporary and ap-
parently harmless inundation of the ruins each
year was worth avoiding at the cost of several
millions of precious Government money; sand,
looking at it purely from an administrative point
of view, remembering that public money had to
be econcmised and inextravapgantly dealt with, I
do not see that the answer given was in any way
outrageous. Philae and the other tamples were
not to be harmed : they were but to be closed to
the, public, so to speak, for the winter months.
This view of the question is not based upon
anyerror. In regard to the possible destruction
of Philas by the force of the water, Mr Somers
Clarke, F.8.A., whose name is known all over the
world in connection with his work at Bt Paul's
Cathedral and elsewhere, states definitely? that
he i8 convinced that the temples will not be over-
throwz by the flood, and his opinion is shared
by all those who have studied the matter ecare-
fully. Of course it is possible that, in spite of
all the wecrks of consolidation which have been
effected, some cracks may appear; but during the
months when the temple 18 out of water each year,
these may be repaired. I cannot see that there
18 the least danger of an extensive collapse of the
buildings ; but should this oceur, the entire temple
will have to be removed and set up elsewhere.
' Proc. Soc. Ankig. April 20, 1853,
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Each summer and autumn when the water gneﬂ
down and the buildiogs once more stand as they
did in the days of the Ptolemies and Romans, we
shall have ample time and opportunity to discuss
the situation and to take all proper steps for the
safeguarding of the temples against further
damage; and even were we to be confronted by
o mass of fallen ruins, scattered pell-mell over the
island by the power of the water, I am eonvinced
that every block could be replaced before the flood
rose again. The temple of Maharraka was entirely
rebuilt in three or four weeks,

Now, as to the effect of the water upon the
reliefs and inscriptions with which the walls of
the temples at Philae are covered. In June 1905
I reported ! that a slight disintegration of the sur-
face of the stone was noticeable, and that the
sharp lines of the hieroglyphs had become some-
what blurred. This 18 dve to the action of the
galts in the sandstone; but these salts have now
disappeared, and the disintegration will nct con-
tinue. The Report on the Temples of Philse,
issued by the Ministry of Public Works in 1508,
makes this quite clear; and 1 may add that the
proof of the statement is to be found at the many
points on the Nile where there are the remains
of quay walls dating from Pharaoniz times. Many
of these quays are constructed of inscribed blocks
of a stone precisely similar in quality to that used
at Philae; and although they have been svb-

! Los Annales du Service des Antiquites d'Egypte,'vil 1, p. T4
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merged for many hundreds of years, the lines of
the hieroglyphs are almost as sharp now as they
ever were. The action of the water appears to
have little effect upon sandstone, and it may thus
be safely predicted that the reliefs and inscriptions
at Philas will not suffer,

There still remain some traces of colour upon
certain reliefs, and these will disappear. But
archmologically the loss will be insignificant, and
artigtically it will not be much felt. With r
to the colour upon the capitals of the columns
in the Hall of Isis, however, one must admit
thpt its destruction would be a grave loss to us,
and it is to be hoped that the capitals will be
recoved and replaced by dummies, or else most
carefully copied in facsimile.

Such is the case of Philas when looked at from
& practical point of view. Artistically and senti-
mentally, of course, one deeply regrets the flooding
of the temple. Philae with its palms was a very
charmring sight, and although the island still looks
very picturesque each year when the flood has
receded and the ground is covered with grasses
and vegetztion, it will not again possess quite the
magic that once caused it to be known as the
“pearl of Egypt." But these are considerations
which are to be taken into account with. ve
great caution as standing against the interest of
modern Kgypt. If Philae were to be destroyed,
oge might, very properly, desire that modern
tnteresta should not receive sole consideration ;
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bot it is not to be destroyed, or even much
damaged, and consequently the lover of Philae
has but two objections to offer to the operations
pow proceeding : firstly, that the temples will be
hidden from sight during a part of each year;
and secondly, that water is an incongruous and
unharmonious element to introduce into the
ganctuaries of the gods

Let us consider these two objections. As to
the hiding of the temple under the water, we
have to consider to what class of people the
examination of the ruins is necessary. Archme-
ologists, ofhcials, residents, students, and all
natives, are able to visit the place in the autumn,
when the island stands high and dry, and <he
weather is not uncomfortably hot. Every person
who desires to see Philae in its eriginal condition
can arrange to make his journey to Lower Nubia
in the autumn or early winter. It is only the
ordinary winter tourist who will find the ruins
lost to wiew beneath the brown waters: and
while his wishes are certainly to be consulted to
gome extent, there can be no question that the
fortunes of the Egyptian farmers must receive
the prior attention, And as to the incongruity
of the introduction of the water into these sacred
precincts, one may first remark thet water stands
each year in the temples of Karnak, Luxor, the
Ramesseum, Sheohur, Esneh, and many another,
introduced by the natural rise of the Nie, thus
giving ue a quieting familiarity with such & con-
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dition ; and one may further point out that the
presence of water in the buildings is not (speaking
archeologically) more discordant than that of the
palms and acacias which clustered around the ruins
previous to the building of the dam, and gave
Philas its peculiar charm. Both water and trees
are out of place in a temple once swept and
garnished, and it 18 only a habit of thought that
makes the trees which grow in such ruins more
congruous to the eye than water lapping around
the pillars and taking the fair reflections of the
stonework.

What remains, then, of the chjectiona? Huthmg
emapt an undefined sense of dismay that persista
in ppite of all arguments. There are few persons
who will not feel this sorrow at the flooding of
Philae, who will not groan inwardly as the water
rises; and yet I cannot too emphatically repeat
that thers is no real cause for this apprehension
and distress. _

A preat deal of damage has been done to the
prestige of the archmologist by the ill-considered
outbursts of those persons who have allowed this
natural perturbation to have full eway in their
minds. The man or woman who has protested
the loudest has seldom been in & position even
to offer an opinion. Thus every temperate thinker
has come to feel a greater distaste for the pro-
paganda of those persons who would have hindered
the erection of the dam than for the actual effecta
& "ita erection. Vegetarians, Anti-Vivisectionists,

]
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Militant Suffragists, Little Englanders, and the
like, have taught us to beware .of the signs and
tokens of the unbalanesd mind; and it becomes
the duty of every healthy person to fly from the
contamination of their hysteria, even though the
principles which lie at the base of their doctrines
may not be entirely without reason. We must
avoid basty and violent judgment as we would
the plague. No hooest man will deny that the
cloging of Philae for half the year iz anything
but a very regrettable necessity; but it has come
to this pass, that a self-respecting person will be
very chary in admitting that he is not mightily
well eatisfied with the issue of the whole business.

Recently a poetic effusion has been published
bewailing the *‘death™ of Philae, and because
the author is famous the world over for the
charm of his writing, it has been read, and its
lament has been echoed by & large number of
persons. It is mecessary to remind the reader,
however, that because a man is a great artist it
does not follow that he bas a sober judgment.
The outward appearance, and a disordered opinion
on matters of everyday life, are ofter sufficient
indication of this intemperance of mind which is
so grave a human failing. A man and his art, of
course, are not to be confused ; ard perhaps it is
unfair to assess the art by the artist, but there
are many persons who will understand my meaning
when I suggest that it is extremsly ditfeult to
give serious attention to writers or speakers
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of & certain class. Philae 18 not dead, It
may safely be said that the temples will last
as long as the dam itself Let us mever forget
that Past and Present walk hand in hand, and,
as between friends, there must always be much
“give and take" How many millions of pounds,
I wonder, has been spent by the Government, from
the revenues derived from the living Egyptians,
for the excavation and preservation of the records
of the past? Will the dead not make, in return,
thie sacrifice for the benefit of the striving farmers
whose money has been used for the resuscitation
of their history?

A great deal has been said regarding the de-
giwuction of the ancient inscriptions which are
cut in such numbers upon the granite rocks in
the region of the First Cataract, many of which
are of great historical importance. Vast quanti-
ties of granite have been quarried for the building
of the dam, and fears bave been expressed that
in tha course of this work these graffiti may have
been blasted into powder. It is necessary to say,
therefore, that with the exception of one inscrip-
tion which was damaged when the first quarrymen
set to work upon the preliminary tests for suitable
stone, oot a single hieroglyph has been harmed.
The present writer numbered all the inscriptions
in white paint and marked out gquarrying conces-
sions, while several watchmen were set to guard
Jhese important relies. In this work, as in all
else, the Department of Antiquities received the
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most generous assistance from the Department
concerned with the building of the dam; and I
should like to take this opportunity of saying that
archeeologists owe a far greater debt to the officials
in charge of the various works at Aswan than they
do to the bulk of their own fellow-workers. The
desire to save every scrap of archmological infor-
mation bas been domipant in the minds of all
concerned in the work throughout the whole
undertaking.

Besides the temples of Philae there are several
other ruins which will be flocded in part by the
water when the heightening of the ressrvoir is
completed. On the island of Bigeh, over against
Philae, there is a little temple of no great historical
value which will pass under water. The cemeteries
on this island, and alse on the mainland in this
neighbourhood, have been completely excavated,
and have yielded most important information.
Farther up stream there stands the little temple
of Dabdd. This has been repaired and strergth-
ened, and will not come to any harm; while all
the cemeteries in the vicinity, of course, have
been cleared out. We next coms to thz fortress
and quarries of Kertassi, which will be partly
flooded. These have been put into good order,
and there need be no fear of their being damaged.
The temple of Tafeh, a fow miles farther to the
south, has also been safeguarded, and all the
ancient graves have been excavated.

Next comes the great temple of Kalabsheh
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which, in 1907, when my report was made, was
in a sorry state. The great hall was filled with
the ruins of the fallen colonnade and its roof ; the
hypostyle hall was a mass of tumbled blocks over
which the visitor was obliged to climb; and all
the courts and chambers were heaped up with
débris. Now, however, all this has been set to
rights, and the temple stands once more in its
glory. The water will flood the lower levels of
the building each year for a few months, but there
i# no chance of a collapse taking place, and the
only damage which is to be anticipated is the loss
aof the colour upon the reliefs in the inner cham-
bers, and the washing away of some later Coptie
~intings, already hardly distinguishable, in the
first hall.

The temple is not very frequently visited, and
it cannot be said that its closing for each winter
will be keenly felt; and sinee it will certainly
come to no harm under the gentle Nile, I do not
see that its fate need cause any consternation.
Let those who are able visit thizs fine ruin in
the early monthe of winter, and they will be
rewarded for their trouble by a view of a magni-
ficent temple in what can only be described as
apple-pie order. I venture to think that a building
of this kind washed by the water is8 & more in-
spiring eight than a tumbled mass of ruins ris-
ing from amidet an encroaching jumble of native
Lovels,

Farther up the river stands the temple of
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Dendur. This will be partly inundated, though
the main portion of the building stands above
the highest level of the reservoir. Extensive
repairs have been carried out hers, and every
grave in the vieinity has been examined. The
fortress of Koshtamneh, which is made of mud-
bricks, will be for the most part destroyed; but
now that a complete record of this construction
has been made, the loss is insignificant. Some-
what farther to the south stands the imposing
temple of Dakkeh, the lower levels of which will
be flooded. This temple has been most extensively
patebed up and strengthened, and no damage of
any kind will be caused by its inundation. The
vast cemeteries in the neighbourhood have all bern
excavated, and the remains of the town have been
thoroughly examined. Still farther to the south
etands the mud-brick fortress of Kubban, which,
like Koshtamneh, will be partly destroyed:; but
the detailed exeavations and records which have
here been made will prevent any loss being fe't by
archeeclogists. Finally, the temple of Maharraka
requires to be mentioned. This building in 1907
was a complete ruin, but it was carefully rebuilt,
and now it is quite capable of withstanding the
pressure of the water. From this point to the
southern end of the mew reservoir there are no
temples below the new flood-level; and by the
time that the water is raised every grave and
other relic along the entirs banks of the river
will have been examined.
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To complete these works it is proposed to erect

a museum at Aswan wherein the antiquities dis-
covered in Lower Nubia should be exhibited ; and
a permanent collection of objecta illustrating the
arts, crafts, and industries of Lower Nubia at all
periods of ite history, should be displayed. It is
& question whether money will he found for the
executing of this scheme; but there can be no
doubt that a museum of this kind, situsted at
the virtual capital of Lower Nubia, would be a
most valuable institution,

In 1907 the condition of the monuments of
Lower Nubia was very bad. The temples already
mentioned were in a most deplorable state; the
cemeteries were being robbed, and there was no
proper organisation for the protection of the
ancient esites. There are, moreover, several
temples above the level of high water, and these
were also in a sad condition. Gerf Husen was
both dirty and dilapidated; Wady Sabua was
deeply buried in sand; Amada was falling to
pieces; Derr was the receptacle for the refuse
of the town; and even Abu Simbel itself was
in & dargerous etate. In my report I.gave a
gloomy picture indeed of the plight of the monu-
ments.  But now all this is changed, 8ir Gaston
Maspero made several personal visite to the
country ; every temple was set in order; many
new watchmen were appointed; and to-day this
territory may be said to be the “show ™ portion
of this inspectorate. Now, it must be admitted
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that the happy change is due solely to the atten-
tion to which the country was subjected by reason
of its flooding ; and it is not the less true because
it is paradoxical that the proposed submersion of
certain temples has saved all the Lower Nubian
monuments from rapid destruction at the hands
of robbers, ignorant natives, and barbarous
European visitors,. What has been lost in Philse
bhas been gained a thousand-fold in the repairing
and safeguarding of the temples, and in the
scientific excavation of the cemeteries farther to
the south.

Here, then, is the sober fact of the matter. Are
the English and Egyptian officials such vandals
who have voted over a hundred thousand pounis
for the anf&gua.rding of the monuments of Lower
Nubia? What country in the whole world has
spent such vast sums of money upon the preserva-
tion of the relies of the Past as has Egypt during
the last five-and-twenty years? The Government
has treated the question throughout in a fair and
generous manner; and those who rail at the
officials will do well to consider seriously the re-
marks which I have dared to make upon the
subject of temperate criticism,
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CHAPTER XIL
ARCHEQLOGY TN THE OFEN,

In this chapter I propose to state the ease in
favour of the archeeoclogist whe works abroad in
the field, in contrast to him who studies at home
in the museum, in the hope that others will
folow the example of that schelar to whom this
volume is dedicated, who does both.

I have said in a previous chapter that the
archmologist is generally considered to be a kind
of rag-and-bone man: one who, sitting all his
life in a dusty room, shuns the touch of the
wind and takes no pleasure in the vanities under
the sun. Actually, this is not so very often a
true description of him. The ease with which
long jourueye are now undertaken, the immunity
from iosult or peril which the traveller now
enjoys, have made it possible for the archeeologist
to eeek his information at its eource in almost
all the countries of the world; and he 1s not
obliged, as was his grandfather, to take it at
E,epuud hand from the volumes of medieval
Scholare. Moreover, the necessary collections of
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books of reference are now to be found in very
diverse places; and thus it comes about that
there are plenty of archeeologists who are able
to leave their own museums and studies for
limited perioda.

And as regards his supposed untidy habits,
the phase of cleanliness which, like a purifying
wind, descended suddenly upon the world in the
second half of the nineteenth century, has
penetrated even to libraries and mussums, re-
moving ‘every speck of dust therefrom, The
archeologist, when engaged in the sedentary side
of his profession, lives nowadays in an atmo-

charged with the odours of furniture-
polish and monkey-brand. A place less durty
than the Vietoria and Albert Museum in South
Kensington, or than the Ashmolean Museum at
Oxford, could not easily be imagined. The dis-
gusting antiquarian of a past peneration, with
his matted locks and stained clothing, could but
be ill at ease in sueh surroundings, and could
claim no brotherhood with the majority of the
present - day archamologistsa. Cobwebs are now
taboo; and the misguided old man vho dwelt
amongst them is seldom to be found outside of
caricature, save in the more remote corners of
the land.

The archmologist in these days, then, is not
often confined permanently to his museum, though
in many cases he remains there as much as pos-
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sible; and still less often is he a person of ob-
Jectionable appearance. The science is generally
represented by two classes of scholar: the man
who gits in the museum or library for the greater
part of his life, and lives as though he would be
worthy of the furniture-polish, and the man who
works in the field for a part of the year and then
lives a8 though he mgnrdad the clean airs of
heaven in oven higher estimation. Thus, in argu-

ing the case for the feld-worker, as I propose
here to do, there is no longer the easy target of
the dusty n.nt.iquarilm at which to hurl the javelin.
Opne cannot merely urge a musty individual to
comeé out into the open air: that would make
an.easy argument. One has to take aim at the
less vulnerable person of the scholar who chooses
to spend the greater part of his time in a smart
gallery of exhibits or in & well-ordered and spot-
less library, and whose only fault is that he is too
fond of those places. One may no longer tease
him rbout his dusty surroundings; but I think it
is possible to accuse him of setting a very bad
example by his affection for “home comforts,”
and of earsing indirectly no end of mischief It
is & fact that thers are many Greek scholars who
are 8o accustomed to read their texts in printed
books that they eould not make head nor tail
of an original decument written in a cursive
Greek band; and there are not a few students
of, Egyptian archeeology who do not know the
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conditions and phenomena of the country suffi-
ciently to prevent the oceurrence of occasional
“howlers” in the uxpuml:mn of their theories.
There are three main arguments which may be
set forward to induce Egyptologists to come ae
Gﬂﬂn as possible to Egypt, and to urge their
students to do so, instead of educating the mind
to the habit of working at home,

Firstly, the study of archmology in the open
helps to train up young men in the path of
health in which they should go. Work in the
Egyptian desert, for example, is one of the most
healthy and inspiring pursuits that could be
imagined ; and study in the ehrines overlooking
the Nile, where, as at Gebel Silsileh, one har to
dive into the cool river and swim to the sun-
seorched scene of one's work, iz surely more
invigorating than study in the atmosphere of
the British Museum, A gallop up to the Tombs
of the Kings puts a man in a readier mood for a
morning's work than does a drive in an or:nibus
along the Tottenham Court Road ; and he will feel
a keenness as he pulls out his note-book that he
can never have experienced in his woatern city.
There is, moreover, a certain amount of what 18
called * mucrhmg it" to be endured by the arch-
mologist in Epypt; and thus the body becomes
toughened and prepared for any necessary spurt
of work. To rough it in the open is the best
medicine for tired heads, as it is the finest tonic
for brains in a pormal condition.
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In parenthesis an explanation must be given
of what is meant here by that much misunder-
stood condition of life which is generally known
a8 “‘roughing it” A man who is accustomed
to the services of two wvalets will believe that
he iz roughing it when he is left to put the
diamond studs in his evening shirts with his
own fingers; and a man who has tramped the
roads all his life will hardly consider that he is
roughing it when he is outlawed upon the un-
sheltered moors in late autumn. The degree of
hardship to which I refar lies between these two
extremes. The science of Egyptology does not
demand from ita devotees a performancs of many
extreme acts of discomfort; but, during the pro-
gress of active work, it does not afford many
opportunities for luxurious self-indulgence, or for
any slackness in the taking of exercise.

As a protest against the dilettante antiquarian
(who is often as objectionable a character as the
unwashed scholar) there are certain archmologists
who wear the modern equivalent of a hair shirt,
who walk abroad with pebbles in their shoes, and
who speak of the sitting upon an easy-chair as a
moral set-back, “The strained and posed life which
such savants lead is not to be regarded as a rough
one ; for there s constant luxury in the thought of
their own toughness, and infinite comfort in the
sense af&npe;nunl:y which they permit themselves
to feal. - It is not roughing it to feed from a bare
Board when &, tablecloth adds insignifieantly to the
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impedimenta of the camp : it is pretending to rough
it. It is not roughing it to eat tinned food out of
the tin when a plate costs a penny or two: it is
either hypoeriay or slovenliness,

To rough it is to lead an expesed life under con-
ditions which preclude the possibility of indulging
in certain eomforts which, in their place and at the
right time, are enjoyed and appreciated. A man
may well be said to rough it when he camps in the
open, and dispenses with the loxuries of civilisa-
tion; when he pours a jug of water over himself
instead of lying in ecstasy in an enamelled bath ;
eats a meal of two undefined courses instead of
one of five or six; twangs a banjo to the moon
instead of ravishing his ear with a sonata uron
the grand piano; rolls himself in a blanket in-
stead of sitting over the library fire; turns in at
9 p.M. and rises ere the sun has topped the hills
instead of keeping late hours and lying abed;
gleeps oo the ground or upon & narrow camp-
bed (which oceasionally ecollapses) .insterd of
sprawling at his ease in a four-poster.

A life of this kind cannot fail to be of benefit
to the health ; and, after all, the work of a healthy
man is likely to be of greater value than that of
one who is anmmic or out of condition. It is
the firat duty of a scholar to give attention to his
muscles, for he, more than other men, has the
opportunity to become enfeebled by indoor work.
Few students can give sufficient time to pb}“ﬂlﬁﬂl
exercise; but in Egypt the exerciss is taken
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during the course of the work, and not an hour
is wasted. The muscles harden and the health
i ensured without the expending of & moment's
thought vpon the subject.

Archzology is too often considered to be the
pursuit of weak-chested youths and eccentric old
men ; it is seldom regarded as a possible vocation
for normal persons of sound health and balanced
mind. An athletic and robust young man, elothed
in the ﬂr&imr}' costume of a gaut]am.n.n. will tell
i mew acquaintance that he iz an Eg}rptn!ugmt,
wherenpon the latter will exclaim in aurpnaa
“ Not really 7—you don't look like one A kind-
of mystery surrounds the science. The layman

poses the antiquarian to be a very profound

E[ erudite person, who has pored over his
books since a baby, and bas shunned those games
and sports which generally make for a healthy
constitution. The study of Egyptology is thought
to require a depth of knowledge that places its
students outside the limits of normal learmi
and presupposes in them an unhealthy amount of
schooling. This, of course, is absurd.

Nobody would expect an engineer who built
bridges and dams, or & great military commander,
to be & seedy individual with longish hair, pale
face, and weak a_}fenight : and yet probably he has
twice the brain eapacity of the average archeolo-
gist. Tt is becanse the life of the antiguarian is,
or, is gan&m'll].r thought to be, unhealthy and slug-
glsh that he js so universally regarded as a worm.
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Some attempt should be made to rid the seience
of this forbidding aspeect ; and for this end students
ought to do their beat to make it possible for them
to be regarded as ordinary, normal, hea'thy men.
Let them discourage the popular belief that they
are prodigies, freaks of mental expansion. Let
their first desire be to show themselves good,
useful, bardy, serviceable citizens or subjects, and
they will do much to remove the stigma from their

ion. Let them be acquainted with the
fesling of a bat or racket in the hands, or a saddle
between the knees; let them know the rough path
over the mountains, or the diving-pool amongst the
rocks, and their mentality will not be found to
suffer. A winter's “roughing it" in the Thehan
necropolis or elsewhere would do mueh to banish
the desire for perpetual residence at home in the
west ; and a season in Egypt would alter the point
of view of the student more considerably than he
could imagine. Moreover, the appearance of the
scholar prancing about upon his fiery steed feven
though it be but an Egyptian donkey) will help to
digpel the current belief that he is incapable of
physical exertion ; and his reddened face rising, like
the muruiug sun, above the rocks on some steep
pathway over the Theban hille will give the

-by cause to alter his opinion of those who
profess and ecall themeelves Egyptologists.

As a second argument' a subject must be intro-
duced which will be distasteful to a large oumber
of archmologists. I refer to the narrow-minded
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policy of the curators of eerfain European and
American mussums, whose desire 1t 18 at all costs
to place Egyptian and other eastern antiquities
actunlly before the eyes of western students, in
order that they and the public may have the
entertainment of examining at home the wonders
of lands which they make no effort to wvisit. I
have no hesitation in saying that the craze for
recklessly bringing away unique antiquities from
Egypt to be exhibited in western museums for the
satisfaction 'of the untravelled man, is the most
pernicious bit of folly to be found in the whole
bread realm of archeological misbehaviour.

* A mussum has three main justifications for its
e.:i.ﬂtauue. In the first place, like a home for lost
dogs, it 18 o repository for stray objects. No
curator should endeavour to procure for his
museum any antiquity which could be safely
exhibited on its original sight and in its eriginal
position. He should receive only those stray
objects which otherwise would be lost to eight,
or those which would be in danger of destruction.
The curator of a picture gallery is perfectly justi-
fied in purchasing any old master which is legiti-
mately on sele; -but he is not justified in obtaining
a painting direct from the walls of & church where
it bas hung for centuries, and where it should still
hang. In the same way a curator of & mussum of
antiquities should make it bis first endeavour not
0 much to obtain objects direct from Egypt as to
%hther in those antiguitiea which are in the pos-

T
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session of private persons who cannot be expected
to look after them with due eare.

In the second place, a museum is a store-house
for historical documents such as pejyri and
ostraca, and in this respect it is simply to be
regarded as & kind of public library, capable of
unlimited and perfectly legitimate expansion.
Buch objects are not often found by robbers in the
tombs which they have violated, nor are they
snatched from temples to which they belong.
They are almost always found accidentally, and in
& manner which precludes any possibility of their
actual position baving mueh significance. The
immediate purchase, for example, by museum
agents of the Tell el Amarna tablets—the corre-
spondence of a great Pharach—which had been
discovered by accident, and would perhaps have
been destroyed, was most wise.

In the third place, a museum is a permanent
exhibition for the instruction of the publie, and
for the enlightenment of students desirors of
obtaining comparative knowledge in any one
branch of their work, and for this purpose it
ghould be well supplied not so much with on-
ginal antiguities as with casts, facsimiles, models,
and reproductions of all sorts.

To be a serviceable exhibition both for the
student and the public & museum does not need
to possess only original antiquities. On the eon-
trary, as a repositery for stray objects, a museum
is not to be expected to have a complete series of
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original antiquities in any class, nor is it the busi-
ness of the curator to attempt to £ill up the gaps
by purchase, except in special cases, To do 8o is
to encourage the straying of other objects. The
curator so often labours under the delusion that it
18 his first business to collect together as large a
number as possible of valuable masterpicess. In
veality that is a very secondary matter. His first
business, if he is an Eg_?pmlngmt is to see that
Eg}rpt-mn masterpieces remain in Egypt so far
as is practicable; and his next is to save what has
irrevocably strayed from straying further. If the
Fesult of this policy is a poor collection, then he
must devote so much the more time and money
te obtaining facsimiles and reproductions. The
keeper of & home for lost dogs does not search
the eity for a eollie with red spots to complete his
series of collies, or for a peculiarly elongated dachs-
hund to head his procession of those animals.
The fewer dogs he has got the better he is
plessed, since this is an indication that a larger
number are in safs keeping in their homes. The
home of Egyptian antiquities is Egypt, a fact
which will become more and more realised as
travelling is facilitated.

But the curator generally has the iunsatiable
appetite of the collector. The authorities of one
museum bid vigorously against those of another
at the auction which constantly goes on in the
ghopa ‘of the dealers in antiquities. They pay
huge pricec for original statues, vases, or sar-
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cophagi: prices which would procure for them the
finest series of casts or facsimiles, or would give
them valuable additions to their legitimate collec-
tion of papyri.. And what is it all for? Jt is not
for the benefit of the general publie, who could not
tell the difference between a genuine antiquity
snd a forgery or reproduction, and who would be
perfectly satisfied with the ordinary, miseellaneous
collection of minor antiquities. It is not for that
class of Egyptologist which endeavours to study
Egyptian antiquities in Egypt. It is almost solely
for the benefit of the student and scholar who
eannot, or will not, po to Egypt. Soon it comes
to be the curator's pride to observe that savants
are hastening to his museum to make the'r
studies. His civic conceit is tickled by the
spectacle of FEgyptologists travelling long dis-
tances to take notes in his metropolitan museum.
He delights to be able to say that the student can
study Egyptology in his well-ordered galleries as
easily as he can in Egypt itself.

All this is =8 wrong-headed as it can be
While he is filling his museum he does not seem
to understand that he is denuding eve:y necro-
polis in Egypt. I will give one or two Instances
of the destruction wrought by western musenms.
I take them at random from my memory.

In the year 1900 the then Inspector-General
of Antiquities in Upper Egypt discovered a_tomb
at Thebes in which there was a beautiful relisf
peulptured on one of the walls, represeating Queen
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Tiy. This be photographed (Plats XXVL), and
the tomb was once more buried. In 1908 I char.ced
upon this monument, and proposed to open it up
a8 & “ how place” for visitors; but alasl—the
relief of the queen had dissppeared, and only &
gaping hole in the wall remained. It appears
that robbers had entered the tomb at about the
time of the change of inspectors; and, realising
that this relief would make a valuable exhibit for
some western museum, they bad cut out of the
wall as much as they could conveniently carry
away—namely, the head and upper part of the
figure of Tiy. The hieroglyphic inseription which
was soulptured near the head was carefully erased,
in case it should contain some reference to the
pame of the tomb from which they wers taking
the fragment; and over the face some false in-
scriptions were seribbled in Greek characters, so
as to give the stone an unrecognisable appearance.
In this condition it was conveyed to & dealer's
ghop, and it now forms one of the exhibits in the
Royal Museum at Brussels,. The photograph on
Plate XXVIIL shows the fragment as it appears
after being cleaned.

In the sama museum, and in others also, there
are fragments of beautiful sculpture hacked out
of the walls of the famous tomb of Ehaembat at
Thebes. In the British Museum there are large
pieces of wall - paintings broken out of Theban
tombs. The famous inscription in the tomb of
Anenas at Thebes, which  was one of the most
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important texts of the early XVIIIth Dynasty,

smashed - to pieces several years ago to be
sold 10 small sections to museums ; and the scholar
to whom this volume is dedicated was instru-
mental in purchasing back for us eleven of the
fragments, which have now been replaced in the
tomb, and, with certain fragments in Europe, form
the sole remnant of the once imposing etela. One
of the moet important scenes out of the famous
reliefs of the Expedition to Pount, at Dér el Bahri,
found its way into the hands of the dealers, and
was ultimately purchased by our museum in Cairo,
The beautiful and important reliefs which dec-
orated the tomb of Horemheb at Sakkdra, hacked
out of the walls by robbers, are now exhibited in
gix different museums: London, Leyden, Vienna,
Bologna, Alexandria, and Cairo, Of the two hun-
dred tombas of the nobles now to be seen at Thebes,
I cannot, &t the moment, recall a single one which
has not suffered in this manoer at some time pre-
vious to the organisation of the present strict
supervision.

The curators of western museums will argue
that had they not purchased these fragmenta they
would have fallen into the hands o.'less desirable
owners. ~Lhis 18 quite true, and, indeed, it forms
the nearest approach to justification that can be
discoversd, Nevertheless, it has to be remem-
bered that thie purchasing of antiquities is the
best stimulus to the robber, who is well aware
that & market is always to be found for his stolen
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goods, It may seem difficult to censure the pur-
chaser, for certainly the fragments were *'atzi:'
when the bargain was struck, and it is the

nesg of the curator to collect stray antiquities.
But why were they stray? Why were they ever
cut from the walls of the Esyptian monuments?
Assuredly because the robbers knew that museums
would purchase them. If there had been no de-
mand there would have been no supply.

To ask the curators to change their poliey, and
to purchase only those objects which are legiti-
mately on sale, would, of course, be as futile as
to ask the nations to disarm. The rivalry be-
tween musenm and museum would alone prevent
a cessation of this indiscriminate traffic. 1 cam
see only one way in which a more sane and moral
attitude can be introduced, and that is by the
development of the habit of visiting Egypt and
of working upon archmological subjects in the
shadow of the actual mopuments. Ounly the per-
son who ia familiar with Egypt can know the cost
of supplying the stay-at-home scholar with ex-
hibite for hie museum=. Only one who has resided
in Egypt can understand the fact that Egypt
iteelf is the true museum for Egyptian antiquities.
He alone can appreciate the work of the Egyptian
Government in preserving the remains of ancient
uBYE.

The resident in Egypt, interested in archeology,
comes- to look with a kind of horror upon museums,
and to feel extraordinary hoestility to what may
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be called the museum spirit. He sees with his
oW a_wstha half-destroyed tombs, which to the
mussam curator are things far off and not visual-
ised.  While the curator is blandly sayic ¢ to his
visitor: " Bee, I will now show you a beautiful
fragment of sculpture from a distant and little-
known Theban tomb,” the white resident in Egypt,
with black murder in his heart, 18 saying : * See,
I will show you a beautiful tomb of which the
bost part of one wall 1s utterly destroyed that a
fragment might be hacked out for a distant and
little-known European museum.”

To a resident In Europe, Egypt seems to be a
strange and barbarie land, far, far away beyond
the hills and sess; and her monuments are
thought to be at the mercy of wild Bedwin
Araba. In the less recent travel books there is
not & published drawing of a temple in the Nile
valley but bas its complement of Arab figures
grouped in picturesque attitudes. Here a fire is
being lit at the base of & column, and the black
smoke ecurls upwards to destroy the paintings
thereon ; here a group of children sport upon the
lap of o colossal statue ; and here an Arab tethers
his camel at the steps of the hign altar. It is
felt, thus, that the objects exhibited in European
museums have been rescued from Egypt and re-
covered from a distant land. This is not so,
They have been snatched from Egypt and lost
to the country of their origin.

He who is well acquainted with Epypt knows
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that hundreds of watchmen, and a emall arm
of inspectors, engineers, draughtsmen, survey: (s,
and other officials now guard these monuménts,
that stro iz iron gates bar the doorways against
unauthorised wvisitors, that hourly patrols pass
from monument to monument, and that any
damage done is punizhed by long terms of im-
prisonment ; he knows that the Egyptian Govern-
ment spends hundreds of thousands of pounds
upon safeguarding the ancient remains; he is
aware that the organmisation of the Department
of Antiquities is an extremely important branch
of the Ministry of Public Works. He has seen
the temples swept and garnished, the tembe lit
with electrie light, and the sanctuaries carefully
rebuilt. He has spun out to the Pyramids in the
electric tram or in o taxi-eab; has strolled in even-
ing dress and opera hat through tbe hallo of
Karnak, after dinner at the hotel; and has rung
up the Theban Necropolis on the telephone.

A fow geasons’ residence in Epypt shifts the
point of view in a startling manver. No longer
18 the country either distant or insecurs; and,
realising this, the student becomes more balanced,
and he sees both sides of the question with equal
clearness. The archmologist may complain that it
is too expensive a matter to come to Egypt. But
why, then, are not the expenses of such a journey
met by the varions museums? A hundred pounds
will pay for & student’s winter in Egypt and his
Journey to and from that eountry. Such a sum
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is given readily enough for the purchase of an
sn*iquity ; but surely rightly-minded students are
a butter investment than wrongly - acnuired an-
tiquities. .

It must now be pointed out, as a third argu-
ment, that an Egyptologist cannot study his sub-
jeet properly unless he be thoroughly familiar with
Egypt and the modern Egyptiane.

A student who is accustomed to sit at home,
working in his library or museum, and who has
never resided in Egypt, or has but travelled for
a short time in that country, may do extremely
useful work in one way and another, but that
work will not be faultless. It will be, as it wers,
lop-sided ; it will be coloured with hues of the
west, unknown te the land of the Pharachs and
antithetical thereto. A Londen architect may
design an apparently charming villa for a client in
Jerusalem, but unless he knows by actual and pro-
longed experience the exigencies of the climate of
Palestine, he will be liable to make a sad mess of
his job. By bitter experience the military ecom-
manders learnt in South Africa that a plan of
campaign prepared in England was of little use
to them, The ericketer may pluy a very good
game upon the home ground, but upon a foreign
pitch the firet straight ball will send his bails
flying into the clear blue sky.

An archmologist who attempts to record the
material relating to the manners and cusioms of
the ancient Egyptians cannot eomplete his tass,
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or even assure himself of the accuracy of his ata-ta-
ments, unless he has studied the modern custor.a
and has made himeelf acquainted with the pjer-
manent c.oditions of the country. The modern
Epyptians, as has been pointed out in chapter ii.
{(page 28), are the same people as those who bowed
the knee to Pharach, and many of their customs
still survive. A student can no more hope to
understand the story of Pharaonic times without
an acquaintance with Egypt as she now is than &
modern statesman can hope to understand his own
times solely from a study of the past.

_ Nothing is more paralysing to a student of
archeology than continuous book-work, A eollee-
tion of hard facts is an extremely beneficial mental”
exercise, but the deductions drawn from such a
collection should be regarded as an integral part
of the work. The road - maker must also walk
upon his road to the land whither it leads him;
the shipbuilder must ride the seas in his vessel,
thourh they be uncharted and unfathomed. Too
often the professor will set his students to a com-
pilation which leads them no farther than the final
fair copy. : They will be asked to make for him,
with infinite labour, a list of the High Priests of
Amon ; but unless he has encourapged them to put
such life into jhose figures that each one seems to
step from the page to confront his recorder, unless
the name of each ealls to mind the very scenes
amidst ‘which he worshipped, then is the work
uninspired and as deadening to the student as it is



300 The Preservation of the Treasury,

useful to the professor. A eatalogue of ancient
suarabs is required, let us supposs, and students
are set to work upon it. They examin: hundreds
of specimens, they record the variation: in design,
they note the differences in the glaze or material,
But can they picture the man whe wore the scarab?
—ecan they reconstruet in their minds the scene in
the workshop wherein the scarab was made 7—can
they hear the song of the workmen or their laugh-
tor when the overseer was not nigh? In a word,
does the scarab mean history to them, the history
of a peried, of & dynasty, of a craft? Assuredly
not, unless the students know Egypt and the_
Egyptians, have heard their songs and their langh-
ter, have watched their modern arts and erafts
Only then are they in a position to reconstruct the
picture.

Theedore Roosevelt, in his Romanpes lecturs at
Oxford, gave it as his opinion that the industrious
collector of facts occupied an honourable but not
an exalted position ; and he added that the werely
scientific historian must reat content with the
henour, substantial, but not of the highest type,
that belongs to him who gathers material which
gome time some master shall arise to uese. Now
every student should aim to be & master, to use
the material which he has so laboriously collected ;
and though at the beginning of bis career, aud
indesd throughout his lifs, the gathering of
material is & most important part of his werk, he
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should never compile solely for the sake of com-
pilation, unless he be content to serve simply as a
elerk of ar~hwology.

An arel wologist must be an historian, He must
conjure up the past; be must play the Witch of
Endor. Hie liste and indices, his eatalogues and
note-books, must be but the spells which he usea
to invoke the dead. The spells have no potency
until they are pronounced : the lists of the kings
of Egypt have no more than an accidental value
until they call before the curtain of the mind these
monarchs themselves. 1t is the business of the
archmologist to awake the dreaming dead: not
to gend the living to sleep, Tt is his business to
make the stones tell their tale: not to petrifly the
listener. Itie his business to put motion and com-
motion into the past that the present may see and
hear: not to pin it down, spatcheocked, like a
dead thing. In a word, the archaologist must be
in command of that faculty which is known as the
historic imagination, without which Dean Stanley
was of opinion that the story of the past could not
be told. .

But how can that imagination be at once exerted
and controlled,*as 1t must peeds be, unless the
archmologist is so well acquainted with the con-
ditions of the country about which he writes that
Mls pictures of it can be said to be aceurate? The
student must allow bimself to be saturated by the
very waters of the Nile before be can permit him-
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self to write of Egypt. He must know the modern
bryntians before he can construct his model of
Pherach and his eourt.

In a recent London play dealing wi b ancient
Egypt, the actor -manager exerted his historic
imagination, in one scene, in so far as to introduce
u shadoof or water-hoist, which was worked as a
naturalistic gide-action to the main incident. But,
unfortunately, it was displayed upon a hillside
where no water could ever have reached it; and
thus the audience, all unconsciously, was con-
fronted with the remarkable spectacle of a hus-
bandman applying himself diligently to the task
of ladelling thin air on to crops that grew upon
barren sand. If only his imagination had been
controlled by a knowledge of Egypt, the picture
might bave been both true and effective.

When the mummy of Akhnaton was discovered
and was proved to be that of a man of twenty-
eight years of age, many persons doubted the
identification on the grounds that the king was
known to have been married at the time when he
came to the throne, seventeen years before his
death,! and it was freely stated that a rarriage at
the age of ten or eleven was impossible and out of
the question. Thus it actually remained for the
present writer to point out that the fact of the
king's death occcurring seventoen years after hu
marriage practically fixed his age at his decease

I Weignll: Life of Akbnatan, p. 86
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at not muech above twenty-sight years, so unlikely
waa it that his marriage would have been delaved
beyond h's eleventh year. Those who doubted
the ident.fication on such grounds were showing
all too clearly that the manners and customs of
the Egyptians of the nineteenth and twentieth
eenturies, so many of which have come down in-
tact from olden times, were unkoown to them.
Here we come to the root of the troubls, The
Egyptologist who has not resided for some time in’
Egypt is inclined to allow his ideas regarding the
ancient customs of the land to be influenced by his
unconsciously-acquired knowledge of the habits of
the west. Men do not marry befors the age of
eighteen or twenty in Eurepa: therefore they did not-
do so m Egypt. There are streams of water upon
the mountains in Europe : therefore water may be
hoisted upon the hillsides in Eeypt. But is he
blind that he sees not the great gulf fixed between
the wayse of the east and those of his aceustomed
west:? It is of no value to science to record the
life of Thutmosis IIL with Napoleon as our model
for it, nor to describe the daily, life of the Pharach
with the person of an English- kmg before our
mind's eya, Cur Europesn experience will not
give ug material for the imagination to work upon
in- dealing with Egypt. The setting for our
Fharaonic pictures must be derived from Egypt
alone; and no Egyptologist’s work that is more
than a*simple compilation is of value unless the



204 The Preservation of the Treasury.

sunlight and the sandy glare of Egypt have burnt
into his eyes, and bave been reflected on to the
pages under his pen.

The archmologist must poasess the h.storie im-
agination, but it must be confined to its proper
channels, It is impossible to exert this imagina-
tion without, as a consequence, a figure rising up
before the mind partislly furnished with the
details of & personality and fully endowed with
the broad character of an individual. The firat
laasun thus, which we must learn is toat of allow-
ing no incongruity to appear in our figures, A
king whose name has survived to us upon some
monument becomes at once such a reality that the
legends concerning him are apt to be accepted as
so much fact, Like John Donne one says—

* Thow art so true, thot thoughts of thee suffico
To moko dreams trath, and fablea bistories."”

But only he who has resided in Egypt can judge
how far the fables are to be regarded as having a
nucleus of truth., In ancient history there can
seldom be sufficient data at the Egyptologist's
disposal with which to build up a complete figure ;
and his puppets must come upon the stage sadly
deficient, as it were, in arms, legs, and apparel
suitable to them, unless he knows from an experi-
ence of modern Egyptians how to restore them and
to elothe them in good taste. The substance upon
which the imagination works must be no less than
a collective knowledge of the people of the nativi
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in question, Rameses must be constructed from
an acquaintance with many a Pasha of modern
Egypt, ead his Chief Butler must reflecy the
known eoaracteristice of a hundred Beys and
Effendis. Without such * padding” the figures
will remain but names, and with names Egyptology
in already overstocked.

It is remarkable to notice how little iz known
regarding the great personalities in history. Tak-
ing three characters at random: we know extremely
littla that is authentie regarding King Arthur ; our
knowledge of the actual history of Hobin Hood is
extremely meagre ; and the precise historian would
have to dismiss Cleopatra in a few paragraphs.
But let the archeologist know so well the manners
and customs of the period with which he is dealing
that he will not, like the author of the stories of
the Holy Grail, dress Arthur in the armour of the
thirteenth century, nor fill the mind of Cleopatra
with the thoughta of the Elizabethan poet; let
hirr bs so well trained in scientific cautiousness
that he will not give unquestioned credence to the
legends of the past ; let him have sufficient know-
ledge of the nation to which his hero or heroine
belonged to be'able to fill up the lacune with a
kind of collective appreciation and estimate of the
national charncteristics,—and I do not doubt that
his interpretations will hold good till the end of all
history.

The *student to whom Egypt is not a living
reality is handicapped in his labours more unfairly

o
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than is realised by him. Aveid Egypt, and though
your hraing be of vast capacity, though your eyes
be mover raised from your books, you will yet
remain in many ways an Jgnm'amuﬂ, liavle to be
eorrected by the merest tourist in the Nile valley.
But come with me to a Theban garden that I
know, where, on some still evening, the dark
palms are reflected in the placid Nile, and the
acacias are mellowed by the last light of the sun-
set; where, in leafy bowers, the grapes cluster
overhead, and the fig-tree is burdened with fruit.
Beyond the broad shest of the river rise those un-
changeable hills which encompass the Valley of
the Tombs of the Kings ; and at their foot, dimly
geen in the evening haze, sit the twin colossi, as
they have sat sinee the days of Amenhotep the
Magnificent. The stars begin to be seen through
the leaves now that the daylight dies, and pres-
ently the Milky Way becomes apparent, stretching
acrosa the wault of the night, as when it was
believed to be the Nile of the Heavens.

The owls hoot to one another through the gar-
den; and at the edge of the alabaster tank whersin
the dusk is mirroced, a frop eroaks unsean amidst
the lilies. Even so croaked he on this very ground
in those days when, typifying eternity, he seemed
to utter the endless refrain, * I am the resurrection,
1 am the resurrection,” into the ears of men and-
maidens beneath these self-same stars.

And now a boat floats past, on its way to
Karnak, sithouetted against the last-left light or
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the sky. There is music and song on board, The
sound of the pipes is carried gver the water and
pulses to the ears, inflaming the imagination, with
the sorcury of its eadences and stirring the blood
by its boid rhythm. The gentle breeze bringe the
scent of many flowers to the nostrils, and with
these come drifting thoughts and undefined fancies,
8o that presently the busy econsiderations of the
day are lulled and forgotten. The twilight seems
to eloak the extent of the years, and in the gather-
ing darkness the procession of the centuries is
hidden. Yesterday and to-day are mingled to-
gether, and there is nothing to distinguish to the
eye the one age from the other. An immortal,
brought suddenly to the garden at this hour, could
not say from direct ohservation whether he had
descended from the clouds inte the twentieth
century before or the twentieth century afer
Christ; and the sound of the festal pipes in the
passing boat would but serve to confuse him the
more,

In such a garden as this the student will learn
more Egyptology than he could assimilate in many
an hour's study at home: for here his five senses
play the student and Egypt herself is his teacher.
While he may read in his books how this Pharaoh
or that feasted o' pights in bis palace beside the
river, hers, not in fallible imegination but in actual
fact, he may see Nilus and the Libyan desert to
whickt the royal eyes were turned, may smell the
very perfume of the palace garden, and may hearken
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to the self-same sounds that lulled & king to sleep
in Hundred-gated Thebes.

Mgt in the west, but only by the waters of the
Nile will he learn how best to be an hitorian of
ancient Egypt, and in what manper to wake his
atudies of interest, as well as of technical value, to
his readers, for he will here discover the great
secret of his profession. Suddenly the veil will be
lifted from his understanding, and he will become
aware that Past and Present are so indizsoluble as
to be incapable of separate interpretation or single
study. He will learn that there is no such thing
as a distinct Past or a defined Present. * Yester-
day this day's madness did prepare,” and the
affairs of bygone times must be interpreted in the
light of recent events. The Past is alive to-day,
and all the deeds of man in all the ages are living
at this hour in offspring. There is no real death.
The earthly grave will not hide, nor the mountain
tomb imprison, the actions of the men of old
Eg}'pl.‘- so consequent and fruitful are all human

affairs. This i the knowledge which will make
his work of lasting value; and nowhers save in
Egypt can he acquire it. Thi&, indeed, is the secret
of the Sphinx ; and only at the lips of the Sphinx
itself can he learn it.
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biaa oo Jomg wailed has mods real for os the dim in & remarkable
hh.iz .8 # H-uh; deaply lnioresting mh that u“i:ﬂh;rm
s Y ¥ Az : w
h.l_;- fHareon l' Burprising vigoar Lo ¥

The Ld Post.—" The historical vadue of the ex waw
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It has oll the chirm of & povel, sod . . . colhilog e wanting to make i3
o of Uha enoet potable thot Las been Lt froe tlie Press for & logj lime."

Timos,—" The suthor of this singulirdy bosutiful book —st once &
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Aberdeen Free Pross.—" Aotiguities ruther than incidents are the
chiel charcteriatis of thess "Travele." Yeob oo this sccount they are none
the lesa, bot indeed much the more, icteresting. They take the reader sk
to long past ages wnd el bim many marvelloos thlnigl. o o« o« Wi hoartily
eommend thin pleasantly written volome to thoaghiful readore”

Pall Mall Gezatis —" Mr Weigall reveals 1o as the secrots of ila
Enstarn desert, that stony waste which atretches from the Hile 1o the Ted
Bes, ., . Kezt to wisiting the desect ilaslf we caz imagioe notking so
delighiful sa resding !-Irnﬁ’&.giﬂ'a fascinating wtory."

Irish Timos.—*Mr Weigall hos succesded in making ws realine the
desorl,  What the others (Piorre Loll, &) effect by s debicate arl, he
mmpli.ulﬂ-uhjll-ﬂ.ljlh,q-lﬂllhﬂlﬁ which bes koows and boves
Thia is the real secret of the suscoss of bis o For b wossecese, . . We
bape thek ba will pablih mare of these papers soom. ™

Hngﬂuﬂln Ghmiult.—f:ﬂ;ba :-m-ui-ﬁrt “&l _Ihul el o b an mtl.h}tn
slaatie Egyptologist in order Lo amjey Alr Ve 4 company. . - . IE
is oot ensy Lo overpraiss the chapter oo ' A Nublan Highwsy,” [ull of spiriied
plctures of the past.” .

Westminaster Gazotte, —'"Sioes the daye of Elist, Warburicn, and
Hinghake, muyy writers have celebrated the delighta of travel in Lho desert,
Maone, 1 think, haa realised the fsscicstion of the desert mose fully than
Mr Weignll. . . . The sights, the sounds, the very air of the desert, wisit
thn sensen of the reader wilh & koenness that in simost painful. . . . Adts-
gotltr, Mr Weigall's * Travels " peveal the extracrdiswry variety of intereat
these enstern desaris possess for the intelligent Earopean, His delightful
bk is oost eBiciently fustrated."

Obsarver.—" A gl'i_r'ms st hemisn marrative of o desertad laod."

Sootsman,—" Mr Wirksll has felt the dassrt, aoC heis quite competent
to tracefer his foelinga to paper, 10 the reading of ks Leok doe pat ind.ace
frockles on the reader’s nese . . . |4 can only be for physinlogicnl ressons ™

Liverpool Deily Post,—"* Few writers_hnve given more admiralie
pictyres of the desert than Mr Waigsll . . . His bope b, though he dia-
elsima the power, Lo bold his reders so eotranced . . . Lhal they shall feel
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sui and wind upon thalr check, till they hold their hands o Lheir agen
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suuesss, . . . He ook only lesds ue through a streoge comutsy, ot he
E::lfu it with bygone reces, and Lo Uhe charm of & bapdscspo painting kol

the sradition of an Egrplologist™
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Liverpool Qoprier, —" The Upper phian dessrts . . . wers iB
remote dify the sans of exbesrdlenry sciivition, and Mr Weigall, io s very
rminq‘xqr.nruhm s pome of the iotersst thoy still podsess. . . .
Mr Weligul 'Ill"llbl-rll}' power la very potable, and wo have cot for o leg time
resd n more | - teresting and suggestive book of travel thas (his.™

Manohnrstor Courler,—" There are macy delightful descriptiona ol
days aad ta in the desert, graphic in Lheir senes of sight aad sound,
msny brighhy recorded Incidenta of jouroeys over waates of sand that bive
Teng ined umtrodden, . . . The siyle of the suther is ot all times
etirsetivs &nd admirably adapted to the theme be is d'-mh'ﬂl.."

Glasgow Evening News.—" It la & beok which recalls, without
mwch obrious afort to recsll, all the wonder and imyslery with which the
mnme of Egypt has alwayps been sasoclibed,”

Belfaat Mews Lettar,—" One of the most isterasting booka of travel
pabilisbed in recest Tearns.”

Yorkahire Daily Post.—" Mr Waigsll's sceount of the quarries (in
the Esstern dewirt) is (sscinating.™

Spootator.—“ Mr Welgall gives us bere what wo may call the privete
ﬁﬁupli' mnlhinﬁdﬂdws:lﬂ-. « + The book hes many interssting
thigs o it, things both old and oew,”

Homiletic Boview,—" This slluring treatiss . . . sbounds in graphic
illustratlons and quaint inesriplions. '

Mancheater Guardian,—" Mr Weigall's book givea sume vivid pie-
tuf 2 of o civilisstion thal is mo more, aod of & region which is prac
unkiown Lo madern travellers. . . . Fotroces io & most graphus masoes
the history of the (mining asl quarrying) industry.”

Duily Chroninla.—"Ths book breatbes of the deert. It brings
back the glow uf the kot sao on the Fellow asnds ltmb:h'e'-;ﬁ o the benzon, -
apil the long camel-roads (rom canis to casis. It bs full of the real of
explorstion sl ressarch, touched with the true spirit of wonder snd
mfstery which cught to be i the mind of every ezpleser.  We recommend
it sz ooe of the best products of recent Egyptisn explomtom.

Tha Times—" Mr Welgall ia the schalsr-sportaman, knd the gume, of
whies huntieg e writes, wan found :l:ld!iinl.luliuurp Egyptisn desert,
v+ . Ondoscribes it in & clear, sgreesblo English, and with n fioe sensilive-
peas to the mystery aod romaoes of jent things and to the naturs]
besuties of & desert Tond, . , . The deseriplion of Kosasir, so ranedy visited,
ond especially of the mid.ni,FhL fiskery om lts reefs, ja the bright particular

& book which,coatalna W“ o wery great Hberry merii,
En\'l'e[pu writea with so mudh petion {nob Lo mention his power of
alhervntion and his knowledpn) thot eoe of these days bo sheuld give ua &
travel-book which may take rusk in the smal] compasy of tha very best”

Tho Guardign.—" coe wha reade Mr Weigall's beok will savy
P igkin e G g Whatber el tho Rubing road to :11”
Simbel, the hi to t ream bown ' of Keasir, or exploring timples
or Floman .um Weigall carries the reader #ilh him; in bis company
the desd ot Tives sgnin.™

; Wation,—" Ar Weigall is an archmaloghat of te, but he [a alsa
E'Thadul mere  The book ha bas given us ?ﬂum"ﬂmmu of mrche
mologicsl research 3 bat it is pre-eminently o book of the desert, aod Lhe



atmoaphere thereol,  Ita word-painting makes ose Lhink of Promentin in
Algeris, or Mr Hobert Hickens In Bikra. . . . Ao sitogethes delightiul
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Tha‘ﬂmiu.—-“ﬂh is & work which evesy Jover of shenld
prosses. migtlior haa discovered tho souwl of 'U?;u-ﬂmrl'. RO 'ﬂ‘yﬂ'mm
it in beautifal luoguage. . . . Wa ar campelled Lo adeft that the result i
tha preatost work oo the desert thet has ever been written. - . . Apart
from exquiaits descriptioss wod wosd-peiotings which osly eu phasise the
ehinrcacura of his conceptics, and which earry us beyond the ken of tourist-
land into ' The Gardes of Allsh,” Mr Weigall glve somo interatisg accounta
of temple and ruins which ndd considersbly to the value of the beok.'

Beturday Heview.-—'""Travels in the Up#r Eﬁfm Diesarts " ds
reslly intermtiog and well worth resdiog. . . - Wo thiok the suthor bea
nttained il desire, so modetly expressed, of carrping nway his mesdems oo
mllﬂndmlﬁlumpﬂh For i this book we ara really brought foce to face
with [sots and pagt history, with which wre interwoven the incidents of
azceedingly interssting Lat u-&uﬂl_'jma_ﬂun « « o The tale is well told,
and the reader will ot weary of i

Athensmum,.—" T is a book to be read again, . . . Itemaing wia
to give the impressione of life in the Eastern Egypiian desert, om the old
p-routes which led from the Nile to the Red Bes, . . . Br Waigll

describes nfl this ezcelletly. . . . Thers §8 much in the book that wikl
dolight ali dosart travellers, apd the pho b widl belp thoes who are s
unloriunate e to know the desert cnly in Lhetr dresims, "
Dougles Bladen (auther of ' t spd the Eoglish' &)= Tha
. i ﬂ:ﬁ;:.ul.tﬁ'l.ll: rwjlﬁﬁrnnnﬁu'fu] mizture of esprit Lod

alyle s ax
cruditian.™

John Ward (auther of * Pymenkds and Progress,” &o—"" The very best
book of travel it Egyps that | kave scen, . o o The ngusge in so cloar, the

dosaripilve pertions so graphic, eod yet the style so sipaple, Lhat the work Ls,
i [ty way, B ok, '
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