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NARRATIVE

U AN

OVERLAND JOURNEY

T0 TEHE

NORTH OF INDIA,

CHAPTER L

Iernt nad iis erovicons —Climate—Dhvisions of the province— Agri-
culoamnl pradoce—Goverminent assaments and ponerml recoipis—
Cummerce—TPolitien! comlition of Afghaunistain—Character and
prospeets of Sleadi Kammmio,

Henavr is a well-fortified town, three quarters of
a mile square, comprising four thowsand dwelling-
houses, twelve hundred shops, soventeen caravan-
goras, and twenty baths, besides many msgues, and
fine public reservoirs of water. 1t contains about
forty-five thousand® inhabitants, the majority of

® Wlen we Rest innuired about thie populaticn of Herawe, the -
babitats todl us thae there were twebor tiousand loses within the
wlls ; Lot our Teoat, who was the aloater of the city, said that only
fonir thousaisd * dowe douwrs” wens registerod in tho Skal's books, AL
the Wigh computation of fon persons to wch bouse, we have only forty
thousand soals, but one entrance may Jead to more than one domicile,

YOL. JI. ]



2 INTERIOR OF THE CITY.

whom are Sheahs ; and there may be one thousand
Hindoos settled there, and forty familics of Jews.
The outside wall is thickly built upon a solid mound
formed by the earth of a wet diteh, which, filled by
springs within itself, goes entirely ronnd the vity.
There are five gates, defended cach by a small ont-
work, and on the north side is a strong citadel, also
surrounded by a wet diteh, which overlooks the
town.

The interior of Heraut iz divided into quarters,
by four long bazaars covered with arched brick, which
meet in a small domed quadrangle in the eentre of
the city. The tewn itself is, I should imagine, one
of the dirticst in the world. Many of the small
stroets, which beanch from the main ones, are buile
over, and form low dark tunncls, containing every
offensive thing. No drains having been contrived to
carry off the rain which falls within the walls, it eol-
lects and stagmates in ponds which are dog in differ
ent parts of the eity. The residents cast out the
refuge of their howses into the streets, and dead eats
and dogs are commonly seen lying upon heaps of the
vilest filth. In a strect which we were obliged to

aod T thiek that, eonsidering tlsis, and aking oo aceount the inmates
ol ilie vitndel and puht\'.‘, tlyose who reaide bn seveniosn [arge amyvans
serss, nnd io some of e shops, the residests may alwgether boe rated
of the round rumber of forty<fve thousand.  Captain Christic et
moteid the population of 1lerzut ot one bumlred thousand sonks « cither
I conceive that officer was misted by the statements af U inlahitapts,
ar b topk ioto oeeount some guarders outside the walls, which were
destroyed wheo the city was braieged by the Coundalior Sirdars, ilink
im 1824
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pass through to get at the bazaar, lay for many days
a dead horse, surrounded by bloated dogs, and poi-
soning the neighboorhood with its unwhelesome
efluvia. More could be said about the bestiality of
the eitizens, but as it is not a choiee theme, L will
not enlarge upon it. ** Rusm wst,"— It is the
custom,” was the only apology I heard even from
those who admitted the evil: my wonder was how
they conkil live, but, as the Aukhoond-zadeh observed,
“ the climate is fine, and if’ dirt killed people, where
would the Affrhaune bel!” Candalar is quite as
dirty a place, and Caubul, the “ ity of o hundred
thousand gardens,” is said to be little better.

But though the city of Herant is as 1 have de-
seribied it, without the walls all is beauty. The town
is situated at four miles distance from hills on the
nortl, and twelve from those which run south of it
The space botween the hills is one beantiful extent
of little fortified villames, gmidens, vineyards, and
corn-ficlds, and this rich seene is lightened by many
small streains of ehining water, which eut the plain
in all dircctions. A dam is thrown across the Heri-
rood, amd its waters, being turned into many canals,
are so conducted over the vale of Heraut that every
part of it is watered. Varieties of the most delicious
fruits arc erown in the vallev, and they are sold
cheaper even than at Meshed; the necessaries of
life are plentiful and cheap, and the bread and water
of Heraut arc a proverh for their execellence. 1

really never in England even tasted more delicious
N oF
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water than that of the Heriroad: it is © as clear as
tears,” and, the natives say, only cqualled by the
waters of Cashmere, which make those who drink
them beautiful.

The Baugh-e Shah, or the king's parden, was
formerly one of the wonders of Heraut, but its par-
terres have boen neglected, and “its palaces lie
desolate 3 a beautifel avenue of fir-trees, a mile in
length, extended from its entrance to near the city
wall, but when we were at Heraut, the Shab, n a
spirit of barbarous ceonomy, was felling sowe of the
trees for the purpuse of repairing his palace. A
mile to the north of the city are the remains of
what anciently was the wall of Herd, and not far from
it is & pile of magnificent ruins,—the * Moosullah,”
or place of worship, built by a pious king of the house
of “Timour, to reccive the remains of the Imaum
Teza: when, at the death of the saint, the victorious
disputants for his body took and buriced it at Meshed,
this edifice was neglected and left to ruine  The
buildings were commenced on a grander seale than
those at Meshed, as may be seen by the foundations
of such parts as were not completed, and great must
have been the cost of erecting what now stands. An
 [wan,” built so high that the eye is strained in
locking up to it, fronts a court one hundred paces
square, the cloistered sides of which are embellished
with beautiful designs of flowers, e, set in mosaie
work of white quartz and colourcd enamel tile. From
the square you enter a large civcular hall of great
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height, covered with a fine dome, and this leads into
another apartment of the smne shape, but of smaller
proportions.  Llhis is one part; it woull be difficult
to describe the rest, for it was not uniformly com-
ploted @ there are the remains of twenty minarets,
among wany buildings of desizns at onee chaste and
castly, the pillars and arches of which are broken into
a masg of irregular and beautitul ruin, . We ascended
by ome hundred and forty steps to the top of the
highest minaret, and thenee looked down upon the
city and the rich gardens and vineyards round and
beyomd it ; o scene =0 varied aod beautifid, that 1 can
faney nothing like it, exeept, erhaizs, in ]t.nl!.r, The
cultivators of this * happy valley” enumerate, if 1
remember right, seventeen different sorts of grapes
which they grow j—the marble and the misin grape,
that which i3 translucent and without seeds, the
golden grape of Cas-vine, and the small red grape of
Budduckzhan, with other temptingly-named vadeties
of this delicions frit.  “Ihe vines are planted in
trenches, and trained over a sloping bank of carth,
on which they are suffered to ripen, a method which
[ conceive would answer only i a very dry at-
mosphere.

The climate of this country is said to be salubrious ;
the heat is excessive for two months in summer, and
m winter much snow Fills,  The year belore our
comitgr to Herant, the cholera morbus had swoept
uway many thousand persons from the city and the
provinees round 3 but this is 2 scourge which scems
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to visit all climes, The emallpox, 1 imagine, occa-
sionally makes sad havoe among the people of this
country ; they hardly know the practice of vaecina.
tion, and are so dirty that any contagious discase
must spread rapidly smong them. On the 24th of
September the thermometer stood at 837 (in the
ghade at the hottest time of the day): between that
date and the Gth of Qctober it fell gradually to 65%
and on the four last days of our stay at Heraut, the
mereury stood at 70°%  The mights were very cold,
and winter was ovidently fast approaching,

In the provinee of Heraut there are eight belooks,
or pergunnalis, into which are divided the lands in
the valley, ehiefly watered Ly cight large canals from
the river, and four small velits or countics, We
were able to obtain the following registered account
of the villazes, water, ploughs, assessment, and feoal
lands, which [ have every reason to believe a correct
one,

“ Teool™ is jagheer; land held free; or on con-
dition of military service, as the greater part of Ail-
phaunistan is, or rather was, under the royal govern-
ment, for the rebel sirdars bave in a greal measure
resumed the crown grants. The produee is caleu-
lated from the number of ploughs that are rated
against the villages of cach district, for every plough
is averaged to turs up land for three Kburwars of
seed.  “The soil of Heraut returns at a wedium cal-
culation tenfold, and at thiz rate the produce is esti-
“mated 3 1 e. for every plough three khurwars of seed,
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and ten times the quantity of the seed for the gross
produce.

The eight belooks are named—Injeel, Aulinjaun,
Oodvan-o-Teezan, Khishaun, Subbukkur, Ghoori-
vaun-o-1ushtaun, Goozara, and Kumberraok ; and
it these distriets are 446 villages, eight large canals,
which feed innumerable smaller ones, 123 canauts,*
and 2288 ploughs. "The pross produce of wheat and
bardeyv in the eight helooks, by the above caleulation,
amounts to more than 68,600 khurwars, or measures
of ane hundeed manmds T oof these, 28,000 are as-
signed to the crown, and the rest to the cultivators,
exeept o tithe which is set apart for secd,

The velaits, or counties, are—Oubeh, Koorkh,
Shaffbaun, and Ghourian, Our accounts gave to
the three first—eighty-three villages, 103 canauts,
and G18 plowghs, or a prodoce of 149,440 L'qur'r'.ara
of which 5700 were assigned to the crown. “F{t
could obtain no statement of the produce of Ghou-
rian, (urther than that the Shab received 500 khur.
wars, and granted the rest in teool; but as it is the
finest of the velaits, its produce may well be esti-
mated at 10,000 Tabreez khurwars. Formerly the
country of Ghourian sent in muoch money and grain
but of late years it has suffered from the inroads of
the Toorkwuns, and there has been a great falling

® frtificial water-coures.

f Khur-bar, or war, an 2ss=load.  Tho Klisrsar of Heraat is one-
faurth larger shian the standard coc of Tabrecz; our staiemests are
peconding to the Bilter mewsure,
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off in the duties which were onee levied upon the
passing trade.  When we were at Heraut, the go-
vernment of Ghourian was held by a brother of sir-
dar Yar Mohummud Khan, protected by whom, it
was said, he generally gave a very Flemish account
of his reeeipts.

"The above estimates give & total of about 98,000
khurwars of wheat and barley,  So much of the land
being teool, the produce can only be guessed at, but
I should conceive it to be greater than above caleu-
lated, beeause Kamraun has frequently laid extra
taxes of grain upon the cultivators, and as they do
not appear in the first instance to get their just share,
they could not well otherwise have met his demands.
The lands were considered to be under-ussessed,
and, as far as we could judge from the information
wo received, very irregularly @ of the erown share,
cight-ninths were stated to be given in tenol.  The
population of the provinee must now be great, and woere
thie fertile country settled, and cquitably poverned,
there wonld scareely be bounds to the produce.

Kamraun’s money reccipts from the city of Heraut
and its vicinity were rated at 20,288 Heraut tomauns.
An Heraut tomaun is divided into twenty reals (or
rupees), thirteen of which make one tomaun of Irik;
5o that we bave 52,0068 Irik tomauns, or 21,420L 45,

This money was colleeted by asscssments on the
cight belooks, on the many gavdens and vineyards,
and on eity lands; from several Elant tribes {or
portions of them) tributary to Heraut; from the
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customs (2L per cont. upon every thing, whether
meney or goods,) and from the mint (said to yield a
good profit.)  Part was realized by many vexatious
dutics imposed upon nearly every thing marketed in
the city, fow articles boing allowed to be sold with-
out the Shah’s stamp upon them; the law extended
even to buteher's meat, and any one who transiressed
it rendered bimself liable to a fine and a beating.
"T'he strangest item in the sceount was the sum of a
lae of Lleraut rupecs, said to be the rent from the
police; so that our visiter, Meerza Agha, bad to
make a profit upon thiz sum,—by charming the in-
habitants for the protection of his night-watch, by
tasimgr wine and gambling-houses, and levying penal-
ties upon every sort of immorality, real or pretended,
he not being likely to want evidence of any offence
that lie might choose to affix upon 3 person able to
pav a fine. In bad seasons, he was obliged to stretch
a point or two to make up his rent, sure of support
from the Shal; and the monarch sometimes made
him his instrument for perlorming an act of violence
with a show of justice. Not long before our arrival,
they had carried into execution the following inge-
nious scheme fur plundering a very respectable and
wetlthy merchant who had come to the city,  As he
wis too prudent & person to give the authorities any
just cause of offence, Meerza Agha gave a dancing-
girl money to make her way into the man's house ut
night and ereate a disturbance; he took care to be
in the way, and when the noise commenced, entered
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the bouse with a party of myrmidens, and took the
stranger prisoner, for acting immorally and making
an uproar ; nor was the man released until he had
paicl a very heavy fine. In the lock-up house in the
bazaar there were generally one or two offenders,
sentenced to punishment on a certain day, who con-
tinnally shouted cut cntreaties to the passers-by to
contribute a trifle towards the sum required for their
release, and they often obtained it.

With regard to trade, the merchants declared that
Kamraun's exactions were scarcely proportioned to
their weans of meeting them, and that they were for
the most part ruined ; assertions in which there was
cvidently much truth. “If we but knew,” they
said, “the actual sum that he would extort from us
yvearly, we would make wp our minds to pay it, or to
go and live clsewhere; but in addition to the regu-
lar Lbeavy dutics, we are constantly called upon for
pxtra contributions.” The sum of 20,288 Heraut
tomauns was the nominal amount to be collected as
above stated, but the people said that his Maojesty
had not failed one year to exact fully as much more
upon some pretence or other.  In the accounts
which were shown to us, there was no mention what-
cver made of the districts of Furrah, Subzour, and
Ghore j -neither were the money receipts from the
smaller places given. These governments arc held
by the Shah’s sons, or by favourcd sirdars, who
doubtless do not secount very strictly for their col-
lections cither in money or grain. The provinee of
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Furrah, we learncd, is almost eutirely teool, and, s
I before observed, the eapabilities of a country thus
disposed of are not ecasily asccrfained: however,
though many items were wanting on the records,
the total annual money ineome was stated m a
sum amounting to Jegk tomauns 137,305, or
80,2481, 5s.

In my account of the trade at Meshed, 1 men-
tioned the articles that are expeorted from Heraut.
Silk is vbtainable in the neighbourheod, but wot in
sufficient quantity for cxport,  Many lamb and
sheep skins are made up into caps and cloaks in the
city, amd returned into the country round from which
they were brought. There were, il 1 remember
right, more than one hundred and fifty shocwakers®
shops in the eity, Lut they were unable to supply
the duemand: from the provinee, and many camnel-
loads of ready-made slippers were brought from
Candahar, where they are manuiactured in great
quantitics. The leather comes from Hindoostan,

The lead-mines in the vieinity of Heraut are
reported to be rich, but they arc scarcely worked.
“I'he carpets of ITeraut, so famed for softuess and for
the brilliapee and permanency of their colours, truly
deserve their repute @ they are made of all sizes, and
at any price, from ten to one thousand rupees; but
carpets of any size and value are now seldom ordered,
and the trade has altorether dechued of late years.
The best pieces that we saw appeared to me to
equal the Turkey carpets, and considening their
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texture and beauty, to bear a woderate price ; but
I fear that the expense of the land carriage would
prevent onr receiving many of them in Hindoostan,
in barter for the goods which the Afighauns yearly
take from us.

During our stay at Heraut, we obtained the
following sketeh of the pelitical state of Affghaunie-
taun, which I give here, as I imagine that the con-
dition of that country has mnot been materially
altered since the period at which 1 wrote,

Shah Kamraun’s actual rule extends westward to
a little beyond Resanuck, and for about two hundred
and twenty-four miles on the road to Caudabar.
T'he Belooches care so little for his authority, that
they come from the south and infest this road ; amd
northward, it may be a question whether his nflu-
ence extends to the Moorghaub river.

Sheer-dil and Poor-dil Khans are dead ; and the
provinee of Candabar is now held by three younger
brothers of the rebel family,—Colun-dil, Raheem-dil,
and Meher-dil Khang, men who are only notorions
for their bad qualitics.  They have pursued a
narrow line of policy, making no provision for the
future; for they have exerted thomselves to put
down the old nobles, and have set over the people
men of low birth and indifferent character, whose
cnormities they connive at, in order that they may
have interests in common, Their thought is to sus-
tain themsclves by military force, and they keep in
regular pay six thousand uwomatched horsemen (all
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Ghilgies, for they will not entertain a Doorraunee),
who are let loose upon the people.  We were
assured that, in spring, to lessen the cupense of
their military establishment, they would march to
gome part of their county and let their troopers
forage for themselves, provided the unhappy pea-
sants could not pay them to go elsewhere.  They
have ruined trade by their exactions, and all people
within their sway, groaning under every species of
oppression, look anxiously for Kawraun, or for any
onc to relieve them.

In bright contrast to these is Dost Mohummud
Khan, now the cldest of the family, who governs at
Caubul.  Albeit not formerly of very good character,
he is now widely famed for the excellence of his
rule ; and the inhabitants of Caobul, chiefly Taujicks,
would probably be sorry to see him supplanted. He
is said to command the services of eighteen thou.
sand regularly-paid horse, and he has a dozen guns.
Dost Mobummud Khan has followed a liberal line of
policy, endeavouring to conciliate the nobles and all
classes of the people ; he enlists Doorraunces, and
has brought under subjection the disaffeeted Ghilgics
within his district. He affects the strictest forms of
the Sconnce creed, while he is most tolerant to the
many Sheahs of Caubul. Of late years, by all ac-
eounts, he has been ambitious of the character of a
saint, pretending to have celestial visions.  In one
of these he declared the arch-impostor himself ap-
peared to him, and reproved him for the immorality
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of his countrymen; upon which he ordered all
women of bad character to marry or to leave Caubul,
and forbad the introduction of any intoxicating drg
into the eity, Though the poliey of Dost Molhum.
mud Khan has evidently been to endeavour to pre-
pare the way for the introduction of another line of
kings, he probably doubts whether the Suddozye
interest will not again prevail, and it seemed to be
thought that he would not ohject to compound for
his treason by helping Shah Shonjah to the throne,
s fend with Kamraun (though wnanthorized by
Doorrannee law, which professes to consider the life
of a Suddozye sacred) iz birter, and could with
difficulty be quenched,

Ameer Mohummud Khan, another brother, who
rules st Ghuozni, bears a fair character.  1lis troops
are ivcluded in those of Tdost Molwnmud Khan,
There are gome other lrothers at Jellallabad, who
have eight humdred or o thousand horse.  Peshawar
is held by Sooltan Mobwminud, eer Mohummud,
and Syud Mohuwmmud Khans, also eothers of the
family ; but the inhabitants of the latter place, hav-
ing suffered from the visitation of the Sikhs, must be
desirous to see the end of a power, which, while it is
strone enowgh to oppress them, is not able to protect
them from forcign enemnies,

Kamraun iz now a well aged man; he has ten
male children, the cldest of whom, o fine young man
of three or four and twenty, 15 named Jehangire.
The two next in age are named Syit-ool Moolk and
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Saadut-ool Moolk ; the seven others are not yot
gTown up.

OF Shah Kamraun’s character there iz not much to
be said in praise. Even his enemics give him eredit
for courage and natural talent,- but he is avaneious,
ernel, and debavehed.  When 1 say that he has been
guilty of breaking his solemnly pledged oath, 1 need
not adid a word more amainst his private character :—
as a king, he has behaved unwisely and ill, for he
has ruined trade by heavy imposts, and no man
living within the influence of his authority dares avow
Limzell’ possessed of wealth,

The follewing ancedote, which was related to me
by several different inhabitants of Heraut, will enabile
the reader to appreciate the character of the heir to
the Aflhaun monarchy, A merchant of the Bukh-
tecaurce tribe gave a llindoo banker the sum of
cighteen  hundred  golden ducats for o bill of
exchange upon Caubul. This he eovered with cloth
to make it leok like a charm, and hung it about his
neck, boping thus to convey it safely to Caubul,
Somchow or other Kamraun learned what be had
done, and sent two or three nen to take the pre-
tended eharm from him.  They accost e their victim
by asking hun for a pinch of snull, and when he re-
plied that he had none, they abused him  for Leing
without so neccssary an article; then swore they
believed he had snuff but would not give away a
pinch, engaged him in a quarrel, scuffled with him,
and tore the charm from his neck. They next went
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to the Hindoo banker, and returning him his draft,
forced him to refund the cash, which there is no
doubt they duly paid to their roval employer.  The
Bukhteeauree petitioned the Shah, whe, affecting to
take pity upon him,.ordered that he should be paid
arcal a day from the royal tecasury,  This pension
was discontinued after 2 week, and the man was or-
dered to receive, in licu of it, a daily pertion of bread
from the royal oven.  Even this dole was denied the
man after a short time, and he lonz remained as a
beggar at the palace gate, hoping that part even of
lis money might be restored, * but he received not
a black farthing, and returned to his own country.”

On his first coming to Lleraut, Kawraun thought
it good policy to be liberal to the peasantry of the
provinee, but when, after a fow years, he saw the
rebels in settled possession of the country whieh had
been so foolishly eeded to thew, he beeame despond.
ing and merose, and rigid in cxacting from every one
the dues of that royalty, the name of which only re-
mamed to him.,

Kamraun was always of a gloomy disposition ;
a cireumstance not to be wondered af, considering
that at an early age he was initisted into scencs of
stratagem and bloodshed, and taught to sacrifice the
best fechngs of humanity to the interests of ambition.
Morality of any sort was not likely to be studied to
much purpose in such a seheol, and Kamraun is now
a slave towine and the harem. We learned that
his wajesty would at times deliberately set about
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making himsclf drunk ; not for love of drinking, for
he could get no liquor except vile arrack, or thin sour
witte made by the Jews, but selely to raize lis spirits,
which would sometimes be exeited to perfect phrensy.
No one, it was said, but the Attar Bashee dared attend
on the king while he was in * the horrors ;" and,
during the days of illness which sueeecded such de.
bauches, unlucky did that person deem himself whese
affairs brought him under the roval cognizance. At
all times the people of MHeraut scemed to labour
under considerable fear of his majesty, and the only
man who appeared always merry and at case was
Shemshooddeen Khan, whose sister, report said, in-
Aueneed the disposition of her royal consort as she
would, by the fascination of her beauty,

But notwithstanding all Kamraun's faults, the peo-
ple would be glad to see him restored te the throne ;
the interests of theSuddozye tribe, and of all the old
Doorraunee familics, are conneeted with his, and the
Affghauns generally, have in every way suffered so
mueh from the consequences of the revolution, that
they would hail the resumption of the royal authoriry,
whether by Kamraun or by any other man of the
family. Whether or not Kamraun will realize their
wishes is & question.  Constant reverses of fortune,
caused pencrally by the faithlessness of those whom
ke trusted, seem to have unsettled the decision of
iz character; for of late years e has frequently
summoned his friends, and wade demonstrations of
marching to recover Candahar, and then, when the

YOL. 11, ¢
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time for setion came, suddenly deferred the project.
His subjeets, after two or three false alarms, decided
that the Shah's object in thus acting was, that he
might have pretence for imposing extraordinary taxes
upon them; but though this is a consideration which
his majesty doubtless on no occasion lost sight of, it
is probable that he really cntertained the designs
which he professed, but that he wented nerve to pro-
gecute them, when he came to reflect wpon the
chance of his losing the only retreat that fortune had
left him. The consequences of such indecision may
be fatal to the existence of the Affghauns as an inde-
pendent nation ; for the Persians will assuredly press
eastward, and if they expel the nominal king of the
Affghauns from Heraut, what is to prevent them
from subjugating the rebel states into which the
Doorraunee kingdom has been divided?  More
impossible events have happened than the exten-
sion of the Persian empire from the Arras to the
Indus.
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CHAPTER IIL

Personn] narrative dusing sojoairn at Hemnt—Peruniary diffrulis—
Moudla lsmacl and the Jews at [lemit—Arabic copy of the serip-
biris—Hugrestiung repanliog the catensisn of Chisistinn and otler
Ennwledgie smong Matwmensidans,

We continued to reccive every ecivility from our
host ; through him it was intimated to me, that Shah
Kamraun had been pleased graciously to accept the
letter wihich I had forwarded, and that | should be
received at awdience, and presented with a robe of
honour; but as the Shah was bestowing such dis-
tinctions upon those whom he wished to cogage in
his projected attempt uwpon Candahar, T fearcd lest I
hould be represented us an ambassador extraordinary
from the British Goverminent, and se, with many
protestations of my sense of the great honour pro-
posed to be eonferred wpon me, I declined it, on the
ground of my being a mere traveller, not posscssed
of an offering for the king, unprovided even with ap-
parel suitable to the occasion of a presentation, and
added that, having had the honour to forward the
sincere expressions of wy chiel™s consideration, I

cl
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would pray for his majesty, and proceed on my jour-
ney as scom as opportunity served and he per-
mitted.

This answer was not taken in ill part, and subse-
quently, some indireet communications were made to
me through the same channel, the purport of which
was, profussion of Shah Kamraun's immense esteem
for the British, and hope that if he suceceded in re-
covering his kingdom, lasting friendship would be
established between the two nations. The commer-
cial advantages which could acerue to the English
from the restoration of order in Affghaunistaun were
adverted to, and our friend would have touched upon
the political relations which should exist between the
Affzhauns and the English, as regarded the Fran-
cecse and the Oroos, but here he fairly bothered
himseclf, and appeared to Le relieved when I assured
him that we had no great dread of the attack of either
nation. [ was much pressed to say if 1 came in any
way as an agent of the British Guvernment, but I
answered that I was a mere traveller, and could say
nothing in the name of my masters, though, I added,
every Englishman knew that his rulers wished to sce
the Affrhauns united and happy, and to be friends
with them, (witness their embassy to Shah Shoojah,
the shelter which that monarch had found in the
British provinees, and the great encouragement given
to Affrhauns trading to India), that, Inshallahl
affairs would turn out for the best, &e.  Apparently
these answers were sufficient, for the only subsequent
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communication that 1 received was, an inguiry
whether 1 possessed, or could prepare, a liquor
which would make his Majesty drunk at once.

Abbas Khan was said to enjoy much of the Kban's
favour, and I believe he did, for Kamraun felt that
he could better depend wpon his foreign servants
than upon many of the lords of his own country, sinee
the former could exercize no influcnce among the
Doorraunee tribes. The favour of monarchs may
sometimes be so great as to be burdensome, and per-
haps our host thought so one evening, when he re-
turned home quite exhausted from the effect of the
Shah's graciousness to him. He had engaged to
gome over to our house, but sent an cxcuse by his
servant, who told us the reason, with many inter-
jectional remarks upon the greatness of the Shab's
sheffakut for hiz master.

The Khan was out riding, about three miles from
the eity, when be wet Sheh Kamraun on his return
from hunting. He dismounted to do reverence, and
the Shah was pleased to honour him with a ecall to
the fortunate stirrup, and to ask what horse he was
rding. The Khan took occasion to state that it was
a colt of the Coord chief’s best breed, which he had
brought from Meshed, in the hope that it might be
deemed worthy the regard of the royal eye; wpon
which the Shah was graciously pleased to notify his
approval of the Khan's dutifulness, and then, moving
on towards the city, stillin conversation with the Khan,
he allowed him to run at his bridle all the way, dis-
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coursing with him about one thing or other, a degree
of mifir baunee® which was seldom shown to any
one, and for which the Khan was bound to be grate-
ful, though it sent him to bed.

Shemshoodeen Khan, the king's favourite, ex-
pressed himsell eivilly towards ws, and told me to
come and see him in the eitadel, when he would show
me the king’s horses. I appointed a day to go, but
the evening before it, the Khan was endered out
suddenly in command of one thousand horse, to cheek
a large body of Toorkmuns said to be in the neigh-
bourhood, so I missed the opportunity of secing the
interior of the citadel. We were told that Kamraun
had a large stud of good horses, seven or eight of
which were fawous for their pedigree and for their
performances.  These fine animals were trained to a
a quick amble, a pace which enables horses o per-
form long marches with ease both to themselves and
to their riders, and which certainly might be well
adopted by the hussars of European armics. Ata
rough guess, formed from what I have heard of the
marches of troops in these countries, 1 should say
that their pace on a forecd march is a fourth guicker
than ours, a circumstance worthy of consideration.

Kamraun, while we were at Heraut, used to ride
out twice a week far into the country ta hawk or
hunt: he would start early in the morning with a
dozen attendants, and scldom return till past sunset,

* Affatility.
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riding in the course of the day from fifty to sixty
miles, There was one horse in his stable, which,
thowgh old, was still watched with preat care. It
had been bred by the chief of an Hazaureh tribe, and
was so famous, that when Kamraun sent to demand
the animal, the clan protested against theie chiefs
giving it up,—for with these mountaineers, a3 with
those of our country, © the luird's honour is Dugald’s,”
amd fearing lest the prince should endeavour to
pessess himself of their famed stecd by force, they
kept guard round the teot in which it was stabled.
Kamraun's desire to obtain the horse was not lessened
by this tribute to its value, but he eraftily pretended
to have lost his fancy, and some time alfter invited the
chiel’ to a conference at IHeraut. When the Ha.
zaurch Khen arrived, he was seized and confined,
and a strong party were immediately sent to his
country to posscss themselves of' the horse; the re-
lations of the chief, fearing lest hamraun should
injure him, did not resist the party sent, and the steed
was brought off. When Kamraun had seen the
animal in his stable, he released its owner, with ex-
pressions of regret that bis wnwillingness to obhige
his prince should have led to his inconvenicnce.
We ventured to ask a man who was relating this
aneedote, whether the act did not come under the
head of oppression.—* Mo doubt,” was the answer.
v Zoolm bood ; it was oppression ; but the horse was a
rare horse, and the Shahzadeh ecould pot have gotten
it any other way."
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On the 192th we made a party, with our host's
brother and the Aukhoondzadeh, to visit the shrine
of Khojeh Abdoollah Ansarree, a Soonnee saint and
philanthropist of great celebrity, who lies buried in
a garden on the hills which arc to the north of the
city. The morning was lovely, and my companions,
having plenty of pipes to keep them in spirits, ex-
erted themselves to be witty, so we rode in the
greatest possible harmeny to the village of Gauzer
Gau. Here we picketed our horses under a fine
tree, and proceeded to the gate of the garden, on either
side of which was a small mosque, kept by attendant
servants of the shrine, who desired us to enter and
say a mass, and to leave as much money as we were
anxious ehould be given in charity. We deposited
our slippers here, and then passed into a walled gar-
den, the trees of which shaded several tombs of white
marble, built over the dust of the descendants of
Timour-lung. At the end of the garden, under a
low spreading tree, was the grave of the saint, covered
by a large stuccoed mound of conical shape, and
headed by a pillar of white marble, on which were
sculptured choice Arabic sentences. The shape of
the pillar was very elegant ; but, unfortunately, when
the Cujjers came to Heraut they cracked it, in their
desire to dishonour the grave of a zaint of a scet
opposed to their own, All our party were Sheahs,
5o that if' they did not consider the act a very meri-
torious one, they in no way found fault with it, and
as they entertained no great idea of the sanctity of
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the place, 1 was enabled to indulge my curiosity
without constraint, About the tomb were many rags,
left there by votaries who had bad husbands, or who
wore childless, &e., and several rams' horns, which,
I could not learn why, are brought to all holy places.
Near the head of the tomb was a withered tree, stuck
full of nails, which had been driven in by persons
afflicted with toothache j=—a certain cure. [t is odd
that just such a conceit appears to have prevailed
formetly in our own country, for inan old English
book, among other quaint notices, is written the
following recipe for relief from that distressing
malady : * To ecure the toothache—Take a new
nail, and make the gum bleed with it, and then drive
it into an oak. This did cure Sir William Neal's
som, A very stout g&utlnman. when he was almost
mad with pain, aml had a mind to have pistoled
himself.”

The shrine is well endowed, a Motwullee and
thirty attendants being retained to perform the duties
of reading the Korin and keeping the garden in
order; and they, and numberless cats, lounge about
and sleep, and profit by the visiters. Khojeh Ab-
doollah Ansarree cxtended his philanthropy to the
brute species, and was very fond of cats, of which
1 should think not fewer than a hundred are kept in
honour of his memory ; not that the shrine is put to
much expense, for the townspeople continually make
picnic parties, to enjoy the sail (prospect) from these
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hills, and what they do not cat, they leave for the
cats and beggars.

Timour-lung’s descendants constructed summer
palaces on this hill, wade ether gardens, and basins
of water; but these only remain as evidences of a
grandeur which has passed away. We wandered
among the ruins and over the hill, enjoying varied
prospects of the beautiful valley below us, and then
sat down to dine under a shady tree.  Our host had
munificently kabaubed a sheep, and our cloth was
besides spread with bread and cheese, curds, grapes,
and pistachio-nuts; our beverage was elear and
sparkling water from the rill, and the repast was
seasoned with the best humour and Persian wit.
While we frasted we were surrounded by eats, who
watched and fought for morsels thrown to them, and
two or three old beggars shared with them the frag-
ments of our repast.  The glow of an autumn sun,
which Lad bathed the whole valley in a flood of light,
was fading into the gray of evening when we mounted
our horses to return howe: the moon rose alnost as
soon as the sun had set; by its light we visited other
gardens on our way to the city, which we reached
when its inhabitants were at rest, and retired to our
couches in that pleasant state of weariness which
closes a day happily spent.

Our residence at this beautiful place would have
been delightful, had we not been exposed to the
many evils attendant on poverty. The money which
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we had obtained at Meshed, only sufficed to pay our
debts there; Gholam Reza, the Yezd merchant,
would not advance a sous more ; and “ a commander
of ten” of Kamraun's horse, who, with great show
of Huudnatu;m, had forced a lonn of Ofteen gutd iu-
cats upon the Syud during the march, haviog acquired
considerable doubts of our sulveney, in consequence
of the ketwil’s unprofitable visit, used to walk up
daily to know it we meant to pay him when his cash
became due, and never would leave us until we had
propitiated him with a cop of tew.  The Yezd mer-
chant also pressed us unfairly for his money ; for
alermed at the place he had come to, he wished to
depart with all speed, and secing us unmoved by his
insinuations that there was small chance of our mes-
songer's escaping the dangers of the road from Teh-
raun, oven if he had boen despatehed themee with
money, he set a host of rélations upon us, who seru-
pled not to hint that they considered us little short
of swindlers,  Omne of his oneles, a most ill-favoured
old man, would sit dhurna in our room the whole
morming, cccasionally asking erufly how and when
we meant to pay his nephew ; and when answered
that the term of payment had not arived, he would
endeavour to make limscli’ as unpleasant as possible,
by ealling for water to drink, and then almost put-
ting our servant upon his vath that 1 had not touched
the veseel in which it was brought, taking the oppor-
tumity of saying sowething sarcastic under pretence
of apology.
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If at Meshed moncy was with difficulty to be got,
at Heraut it was a still scarcor commodity : mer-
chants were alarmed at a demand for ten tomauns,
and shook their heads at the mention of a bill on
Persia or Hindoostin, We had pawned every thing
that would be taken in pledge, no news of our
messenger came, winter was approaching, and our
prospects were altogether so gloomy that we did not
like to think upon them.

Not many days after our arvival, we had been
visited by one Moolla Ismael, a worthy old Jew,
who having lost a fortune in the troubles of the
country, subsisted as best he could,  Five years
back, bhe said, two Feringees, now Sirdars in lun-
jeet Sing’s service, had lodged with him, and there-
fore he had called upon us to offer his services in any
way. When told our wants, he confessed that our
chance of being relieved from them was small ; but
he said that as men sometimes did enter into des-
perate speculations, Inshallah, one of that class
would be found, and he commenced searching for
this rara avis,—the * Oonka” of Mecrza Mousa’s
ornithology,— with a zeal for which we could never
feel less than grateful,

Mooili Ismacl was the richest of the Jews at
Heraut, and he said that he had nothing, He
gained his livelihood in the bazaar, as a dellal or
broker, being patronised by the merchants, in con-
sequence of his generows conduct some years before,
in enduring much ill-treatment rather than confess a
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knowledge of certain goods which had been confided
to his care. The contrast between this man's fidelity
and his mendacity was striking : he was so virtuous
as to suffer torture rather than betray his trust ; but,
at the same time, he did not seruple to swear by
solemn oaths to the Hikim's officers, that he knew
nothing about the merchandise which they desired
to seize, although he had it concealed in his own
cellar.

His brothren, the old Jew said, did not now num-
ber forty houzes in Heraut: long and constant ill-
treatment had reduced their numbers and besgared
them ; but, clinging firmly to the hope of their
fnthers, they patiently eked out a living as best they
could, knowing that whenever they might remove,
it would be but to exchange one oppression for
another,

Tribses of tle wandering foot ond weary beeast,
How sliall ye Bee away, and be ot rest ¥

I sat with Moolli Ismael one afternoon during
the Feast of ‘Tabernacles, in a small tent made of
boughs and chintz cloths, which he had set up in
the court of his house : every now and theo a party
of lads would come to the court door, and shout out
the master's name, in order that they might make
gport of him, ** Ho Moolla Ismacl! why have "you
become o tent-nbider #—* Decause, lord of my
life, it is commanded.”—* [t is not written in the
book, you old dog!™ would be the retort, and then
would generally follow a chorus of contemptuous
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laughter, or & volley of curses and abuse.  The old
man felt their taunts, but dared not reply to them,
80 he comforted himself with an expression which, as
be spoke it was full of pathos—* Welll it is but for
a time, and Ullah has willed it ; we are scorned and
imured, but God will remember our sufferings.
When the Lord bringeth back the eaptivity of his
people, Jecob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be
glad.”

Our friend had a less seriptural way of comforting
himsell; and to judre by his frequent inebricty, he
found it necessary to counteract the effects of much
sorrow.  When he came to us of an evening, he was
usually attended by a fricnd who watched his steps,
and sometimes he would in the day-time show signs
of having taken his * morning ;" but when he had
any real business on hand, he would take an oath
aguinst strong drink, as an Irishman does against
whiskey. | must add also, that on sabbath and
holy days, Moolli Ismael most scrupulously ab-
stained from drinking 3 indecd he was so particular
about observing his religions ordinances to the very
lctter, that he would not strike a light atter Friday’s
gun bhad set. Drunkenness is a viee which I ima-
gine is very prevalent among the Jews, and pro-
fessed Christians, whose societics are seattered over
the land of the Creseent; those whom I had oppor-
tunitics of secing, appeared to think it proper to
drink, beecanse the Mohummudans did not 5 but
could not observe that they made it a duty to differ
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from their enemies upon many other points of
CONSCIenee,

In order to procure us a little temporary relief,
Muoolli Ismael introduced ws to a person who ad-
vanced a few dueats upon the pledpe of our watches
and pistols,—an old mouolli, whose eonseience would
not allow him to take nsury, and who therefore charged
us for the risk of keepiug the articles in hiz house 3 a
distinetion which he begred might be approciated,
These men lave the easicst modes imaginable of
eviding the spirit of their religious ordinances, as [
observed, rather to my astonishment, in a case in
which Hadjee Moolli lamazaun took a part,

The Caubul merchant, whom I mentioned as hav-
ing made great affectation of poverty on leaving
Meshed, seeing liow much we were in want, came to
us privately, and telling us that a kafilah was about
to set out for Canbnl by the direet road through the
mountainous eountry of the Sheah Hazaurchs, pro-
posed that we should sccompany him this way, a
journey of fifteen or sixteen days; to enable us to
quit Heraut, he offered to obtain for me three liun-
dred duears, if T would engage to pay him double
that swn at Caubul, where he said he thought I
might find merchants who would accept my ill on
Inidia. Our prospects were so very uncerain, and
our situation was so unpleasant, that I inclined to
accept his offer, wsurions as it was, and we adjourned
to Hadjee Moolli Ramazaun®s house to talk the mat-
ter over. The Hadjee was appointed broker; so,
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gending for two or three of his relations to witness
the transaction, he ordered an old shawl to be
brought,and first pretending to sell it to the Caubul
merchant, he said to me—* You agree to give
A'Mo'mud DBavker six hundred ducats when you
reach Caubul, for this shawl, and other articles to be
furnished by him to you;—and you engage not to
quit Canbul wntil A’Mo'mud Bauker permits you;
even, added the last-named person, though you
should bave to borrow twelve hundred ducats to pay
me my six hundred. I demurred about agreeing to
this strange compact, for 1 had not made up my
mind to aceept such hard terms, and all Agha Mo-
hummud Bauker's dealings savoured so much of du-
plicity, that I felt averse to putting mysclf in his
power; some instances of his conduct at this con-
ference determined me not to trust him, so I significd
my resolve to await intelligence from Tehraun.
Hadjee Moolli Ramazaun rather approved of the
determination, but the cireumstance of his superin-
tending such a transaction sliowed the laxity of his
scet’s moral system ; for all who knew bim declared
that a better or more conscientious man than their
Muaojteheid, would with difficulty be found in the
country.

Hadjce Moolli Ramazaun had lately received
from Tehraun the present of an Arabic copy of our
seriptures. One day that we were seated with him
in the house of hiz son-inlaw the Aukhoond-zadeh,
he produced the book, and made such remarks upon
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different pazsages, as showed that he had intercsted
himself in the perusal of it In the course of his
comments he here and there threw out objections,
and I, cssaying to answer them, presently found
myself’ engaged in a religiovs disenssion, a circum-
stanece which I began to regret, as I was not suffi-
ciently versed in scliolastic language to argue in
proper terms, and thowsh both the Hadjee and
Moolla Mohummud laid it down as a rule, that we
wern to dispute upon neutral ground, we soon Rell
back, each on our own, and whenever T made a stand
against any verv dogmatical proposition, the Aunk.
hoond-zideh would press me with—'* But what says
Al-horin? what is written in the book ' upon
which, uttering a solemnn and gutteral Arabie quota-
tion, he would pour out such a torrent of words in
paraphraze of it, as tor the moment to overpower me,
and then, smoothing his beand, aud running over his
butads, he would sigh and roll his eyes, and gravely
cjaculate, * Ullah o Acber!™ as iF e wondered
how it was possible for a man to hold such heterodox
opinions,  “This 15 a master-stroke with the logicians
of these countries, and when o discussion between
two doctors waxes warm, each disputant keeps his
voice up to the proper piteh, to guard against his
flank buing turned |}}‘ the well-known manwuyre; so
it may be imagined what a noise they make.
Mohummudan divines armue, as indecd do most
other people, more or less, not to establish the rights
of a question, but to get the better of their opponents,
YOL. 1L, ‘B
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and an infidel will in vain talk to them about petitio
principii and prejudiced opintons : Al Korfin is their
point dappid, and they will successfully rally upon
it when backed by an assembly of *the faithful.”
There is but one remedy for this,—spread of know-
ledge among the people; except indeed we fight
them with their own weapons, as recommended by
& St. Louis” in his advice to the Sieur de Joinville—
never to waste words on an infidel, as all that a
Christian could do in an obstinate case, waa to thrust
his sword into the unbelicver’s belly as far as it
'“'ﬂ“ll!. Eﬂ-

I am sure the bulk of the Mohummudans in this
country do not believe that the Feringecs have any
real religion. They hear, from their friends who visit
India, that we eat abomination, and are never seen to
pray ; and they care not to inquire more about us.
¢ Kaufirund I is their exclamation, * they are infi-
dels 1 and it i= a matter of indifference to them how
many shades there may be between all those whom
they include under the denomination, between the
Jew and the Christian, the Guebre and the Hindoo 1"
1t is therefore greatly to be desired, that such trans-
lations of our Seripture as may invite their study,
should be sent among these people, in order, first, to
satisfy them that we have a religion ; and secondly,
that they may know what our religion is; in order
that they may learn to respect us, which they do not
now, and gradually to regard us with kindlier feel-
ings; for until they do, we shall in vain attempt to
propagate the gospel among them.
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Hadjee Moolli Ramazaun praised the talent and
labour of those who had made the translation sent
him, though he said that, of course, with regard to
idiom and cadence, it was far from being what it
ought to be; but I must not omit to add, that he ap-
proved of a literal version. I make a point of men-
tioning the latter opinion, becanse I myself entertain
a contrary one, lurmed in a great measure on the
judgment of my acute and unprejudiced travelling
companion. It certainly may not be amiss, for the
sake of critical reference, to have a word for word trans-
Iation of our spered writ in Arabic,—which is to most
Mohummudans, what Latin is to the various Chris-
tians of Burope,—but although a few men like our
friend the Moojteheid, might betake themselves to
the dry study of & work literally written, the penerality
would not, and therefore I conceive that we should
wge & more attractive style when rendering our
Bible into the other tongues of Asia, even if we do
not prepare a second, more popular, version for those
to whom Arabic is yeta living language. The in-
terest and prejudice of those erafty doctors © the
pillars of Islam,” would induce them to exhibit only
the errors, or what they would argue to be such, m
writings which threaten the very base of the temple
that they uphold ; so, to prevent their being unjustly
biassed, we should give the people at large every
inducement to read for themselves; and in order to
this, we should not only translate from the original,
60 as to prescrve the similarity of idiom which runs

n a2
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through all Eastern languages, but not insist upon a
strictly literal rendering, when, fully preserving the
genise, We Can express a sentence more beautifully.
Judge from the Persians, who though mndeed too
prone, like the nation with whom they are so often
compared, to sacrifice soberness to jest and sophism,
are not only naturally intelligent, but very fond of
inquiry and reasoning.  Exeept the Arabs, no people
are more susceptible of the beauties and sublimitics
of language, more fond of dwelling upon them, but
they will not read what is written in a hard style.
Tt is in their easy, harmonious, and widely-diffused
tongue, that we should begin to labour earnestly for
the extension i Asia of all knowledge and truth, and
I consider that much facility for this great under-
taking is offered to us in their country. In order,
for instance, to obtain a good translation of the Old
Testament, we might get the assistance of Dersian
Jews. The descendants of Isracl who live in Irfin,
retain their own language, and some of thieir moollis
not only acquire a classical knowledge of Persiun, but
become skilled in Arabie, which is so nearly related
to Hebrew, and one of these would have a heart in
the wark, which no Mohummudan assistant well can,
Perhaps, too, partial aid might be got from the most
learned of the Armenian Christians seftled in Persia.

During the Mohurrum at Meshed, the leeturers
read from an Arabic work passages which appeared
greatly to affect the muititude. The book s at-
tributed to Hossein"s son, Ali Awsut, and is entitled
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* Sahifa Sajjadea,” the book of the Adorer, a name
by which Al Awsut was designated, or Sahifa
Kawmila, the full or perfecet book., It is written
much in the style of the Psalms of David, consisting
of lamentations for sin, adoration of God, and
entreaties for his merey, and doubtless many idioms
and expressions might be adopted from it, and from
similar works, to suit a translation of our pealmist’s
VOTEEE.

The Arabian impostor barrowed so much from our
Seripture, to interweave with the forgeries which he
palmed upon his superstitiously ignorant countrymen,
that & Mohummudan now thinks he convicts a Chris-
tian by his very Testaments; for he recognises in
them much that corresponds with his own traditions,
and he has been taught to believe that we have indeed
portions of the revealed writings, but that all such
parts of our sacred history as do not agree with
Lig, are eorruptions, whiel were made by Jews and
Christians for their own wicked purposes. Now the
Korin ean no wore bear an impartial comparison
with the Jewish Testament, than the leentious tenets
that it inculeates can stand before the purity and
charity of gospel precepts; the very harmony of the
prophecies which Lind the parts of the old revela-
tion together, would induce candid Mohummudan
examiners to give a verdiet in its favour, and then
must follow their right acceptation of the Saviour
whom the Jews deny, for, as argued by Sir William
Jones, they are already a sort of heterodox Chris-
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tians, devoutly believing, as they do, in the immace-
late conception, divine character, greatest miracles,
and ascension, of “ Huzrut Esaw/"—the Lord
Jesus |

It ia plainly, therefore, desivable thatwe should eourt
every means likely to lead Mobummudans in general
to compare their scriptures with ours. But more
than this, it is necessary that we should irmpart to
them as much of the knowledge now eurrent in the
enlightened world, as will enable them to set about
the comparison fairly. There bas alrcady been ex-
cited, among the Persians in particular, a bold spirit
of religious doubt and inquiry, but this now generally
loses itself in & seofling and loose infidelity, dignified
with the title of Scoffecism,® because these people
neither know the true principles by which to dis-
cern and prove truth, nor possess a well-based and
highly-raised standard of morality. We should sup-

¥ Sopffec—signifying pure—was criginally & term for certain nndent
devotees, who while profesing respect for the established religion of
Yslim, departed widely frons its creed aml institstions, amd aspired to
gomethice Nke that loly shetmetion, el spiritnal absorption into the
divine essenee, of which 1lindos mystics bream.  The lilerty of this
vague faith soan degoneratad into licepes ansong many of tle pects wha
adopied the appellation, and nfl grades of b oumercus followers pre
banned by the sober and oriliodoa Mooselimaun.  The tithe coms
pretends eeligious and poctical entlissinsis, abstooscly speonlative
phidssaphers, * fbsely 5o called,™) sl practicnl epicureans ; ene reading
fignrathvely, nnd refording o the delights of 2 fsture world, o theme of
wing, harmaigy, or love, which sisothes constries and applies in its lite
rol oo gross semse; ond nowadips o tite is claimad by mony &
wouldlie * esprit fore,” who can do ne moro thai repeat a few seep-
tizal commanglaces, nnd quate Histie, or Moslki Hoomee, for his Bberal
Indulpenes i the goldol, musdiz, aud seseality,
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ply all their wants, aud first, from our stores of histo-
rical fact and inductive learning, compile for them
works caleulated to prepare the way for religious
discussion, At present there is no common ground
for debate between us.*

Much care and tact will be required for the pre-
paration of the latter books. Our long-bearded
pupils must be addressed as men, even where it may
be neccssary to teach them as children, and he who
would instruct them, should not only be thoroughly
master of the subjects to be discussed, but acquainted
also with the extent, and particular form, of their
literary attainments. Our modern primers of leam-
ing carry a look of insult to the conceit of wisdom in
which they have been accustomed to hug themselves,
and they take disgust at medicine which would cure
their ignorance were it only disguised. “They must
be approached in their own style, and bhumoured to
their least points of taste. Even in the * getting up”
of books which they might accept as far as matter is
concerned, we offend their prejudices.  They dislike
stiff print: we persist however in scoding them
this, on indifferent-looking, narrow-cut paper, when
through the aid of lithography, we might give them
multiplied pages scarcely to be distinguished from

* Part of tiis pargroph Laving Leen quoted b roeviews, 1 wonld ees
mark that the editerof my Juurnal, mistaking = eolighinenod warlld™ for
enlightened word, slightly slisved my tost to suit Lis reading, | have
tiow endeavoured o make my meaning dlearer, amd put ol sy sugec-
tiona on this important subject in one place.—~Note to secoid Editea,
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those of their exquisitely-penned, broad-margined,
glazed and gilded manuseripts; and we excite their
very indignation with the common covers in which
we bind shects containing matter which we proliss to
hold sacred, when, with a little moulding and gilding,
we might impress them with a handsome and oriental
appearance. Books of the latter fashion would be
more expensive than those now published ; true, but
it would be better to distribute half' a dozen copies of
a sort that would be valued and probably read, than
half a hundred of & kind which we see at onee thrown
aside as unsightly by the majority of these to whom
they are given. Just let the experiment be tried.
We possess, in Henry Martyn's version, a gowd copy
of the New Testament in Persian :  Lithograph from
this, in the best style, just the Sermon on the
Mounnt,* and send it to Persia for circulation.  All
would receive this * Sahifa Kamila,” and many would
read it, who might not be induced to undertake the
perusal of the whole Testament.  ew of those who
revere our Saviour's name, could sinecrely study this
portion of His revelation without desiring to have
the rest, and for such the complete volume might be
forwarded in the same style, with any such literary
treatises as might be prepared, caleulated to stimulate
inquiry and establish sound knowledge.

® O late years there has been o specinl demad for the Scermon

on the Mount among the Sife. It bas been prioted seporately,
amd i3 largely piven away io moembers of this sect, who ongmally visit

the great Huondwar fair,
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CHAPTER IIL

Komeazun's projoets on Condalmar—Account of rdads between Hemout
aud  Coanbul—1lmboo  merciants ot Hemot—Holy  fonily  of
Pisheen—3vud Mubeen Skab—The Author geserously relivved Ly
Iim—Dieparture from Hemut, ond. march under lis scort to
Girishk an tlee Helnmind,

Ox the 14th of October, Shah Kamraun publiely
announced his determination of marching upon Can-
dabar,  The wealthicst Ilindeos took flight npon
the first intimation, but Meerza Agha was imme-
diately set to work upon the purses of those who
remained in the eity. A tax in money and grain
was lad upon all the villages round; guns and
marching equipage were put in order; influcntial
Khans were presented with robes of lonour, and
sent to raise the clans on the road, and the Sirdar
Yar Mohummud Khan was formally invested with
the title of * Vuzeer of Afighounistaun.”  Many
of the townspeople scemed to think that this was
only one of Kamraun’s excuses for raising money ;
but when he expended some of it in fitting out tents,
their doubts were shaken. Little as Kamraun was
liked by the Herautees, they scemed all to wish
that he really would attempt the recovery of his
kingdom ; for, bad ruler as he was, he was a very
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Noorshewiin in comparison with the rebel Sicdars of
Candahar, and therefore there was hiope that the
people would rise to assist him. In the restoration
of order, merchants saw a prospect of the roads be-
ing again open to trade, *“and at least,” shrewdly
observed a townsman to me, *if the Shah fixes his
presence at Candahar we shall be gainers, for now
he is but in name a king, while this poor eity of
Heraut is alone made to pay for all the appendages
of rovalty,

Although the Shah had announced his determina-
tion to march upon Candahar, no time was fixed for
his setting out, o we indulged a hope that we might
still receive a remittance from the westward time
cnough to let us travel on under convey of his
majesty’s army to Candabar, and witness his strug-
ple for the kingdom. Our host said it was probuble
that the royal force would not move until the winter
had set in, when not only would lHeraut be secure
from the attack of troops which might at other sea.
sons be sent through the Sheah Hazaurch country
from Caubal, but Dost Mohummud Khan would be
unable to march to the assistance of his brothers at
Candabar. The first road, from Hernut to Caubul,
eastward through the country by the Sheah Ilazau-
rchs, is described as very ditlicult, leading continually
over high and stecp mountains, During the favour.
able months, occasional partics of travellers go by

this route, and we know that it has been travellcl
by armics of borse, but guns cannot be drawn over
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the steeps.  Farly in winter the passage is shut,
and it remains so till near the end of spring.  Those
who have seen the places over which the horsemen
of Persin and Affghaunistaun ride, will not suppose
this road te be an casy one, from hearing that a
mounted army has marched it, and I question whe-
ther it could at any season be taken, except by the
lightest troops of an Luropean army. One old
mooll, who had just come from Caubul this way,
when applied to for information regarding the road,
could scarcely do any thing but groan at the very
recollection of his journey. The mountains, he
said, were for the most part so steep, that there was
no riding down, much less up them; his horso had
dicd upon the way, and be knew not how it was that
he had not died too; and * Lord of my soul,” be
added, “ it is not alone the labour that a man has to
encounter, but his very life is in danger, from the
commencement to the end of this cursed journey,
God knows I have suffered abuse enough for being
of the true faith, but when I got among men whe
I thought would hovour me for being of that which
they profess, 1 was cursed and called Sconnce!
L hodtl-e woe ld kovewte tlid bilfd-ful  dice-yil
dlzeeni/*  “LThat such men shoukd bring a reproach
on us by calling themselves Sheahs 1™

It appears that the inhabitants of this mountainous

# ‘There is no repestance (for sing), there B no power {10 act night),
cxcejt by the sid of the AHgloricus ond Admiglty God f=—a commun
Mohummudan ejacylation.
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tract are as fanatical as wild: they abominate the
Affghanns, and are very suspicious of the few who
travel through their country as professed followers
of Ali; besides which, they like to make infidels of
strangers, in order to confiscate their effects accord-
ing to law. There are two or three Sheah guides
only who can safely eonvey travellers by this road,
and they do not travel often backwards and forwards
in the course of the year. Our friend the Aukboond-
zadch told us that he onee travelled a little way into
this country, and took with him a bundle of shrouds,
on which sentences of the Korin were stamped;
these procured him the best treatment wherever he
wont, and a profit to boot, for the Sheabs conceive
it of great import that their remains be wrapped in
sucl holy cloths,

‘The great road from Heraut to Candahar is open
the year round, but that between the latter place
and Caubul is shut in the middle of winter; or at
least it is considered dengerous to travel it, and
many instances are related of persons having
perished in attempling the journey at this season.
There is risk of being lost in the deep snow-drifts ;
and, between Ghuzni and Caubul especially, they
say winds blow which are sharp enough to **cut the
hife out of & man.”

Moeolld Ismael cndeavourcd to persuade some
Hindoo merchants to assist us, but they one and all
refused. About a thousand of these idolaters, it is
calculated, reside in the city: they have private
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houses, and some of them dwell in a large brick
caravansera which they possess in the main street.
A few keep shops in the bazear, the others are
engaged in agency amd gencral traffie, the cxtent of
which iz known only to themselves; but the greater
number of them are reputed rich, and they should
be so, for nothing, one would imagine, but the
certainty of considerable paio, could induce men of
50 wary vet indolent a race, to give up their friends
and country, and to come throngh so much danger
and hardship to a land where they are despised,
depied the exercise of many of these religious
observances upon which they set so much store, amd
continually brought in contact with what to them is
defilement.  Neither the climate, nor the. decent
fushions of the country, would allow of their dressing
in the loose costume of Hindoostdn; so they ease
their spare bodies in tight-fitting vests and panta-
loons, and crown their painted heads with small stiff
caps. No dress could well be less beeoming to men
of their fipure and complexion, and many of them
might sit for pictures of meanness and famine.

The chance of cnonmnous profit sometimes tempts
these mon to try what they eall “a wind speenlation,™
and my fiiend Karaumot AR took it into his head
that he should be able to talk some of them over
with his Indian tongue; he therefore put on his best
abba one afternoon, and sct out for their caravansera,
*Sur houvschold tried several *fills,” which they
declared spoke propitiously ; and the Syud, at the
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particular request of his profegé, stepped across the
threshold with his most fortunate leg, and walked
away confidently. We awaited his return with
much bope, for our servant had dreamed that he saw
a cossid arrive from Tebraun with a bag of money,
and we had each * a sort of impression” (grounded, as
such feelings usually are, upon our hopes), that the
Syud would suceeed in the object of his errand:
we were however grievously disappomnted ;  our
friend returned at dark quite erest-fallen, and
addressing no other words to us than ¢ Neh
ghood I"'—* a failure I"—threw himself at length
upon his carpet, and studied the ceiling for some
time in gloomy silence, when be began to case his
gpirits by consigning the idoluters, and the fathers of
the idolaters, from the remotest gencration, to every
thing bad, and by taxing his wit for abuse to bestow
upon them. The last exercise had a happy effect
upon his temper, for he was so pleased with the
point of some of his sarcasms, that he got on good
terms with himsell again, and forgot the worst part
of his anger; then, over a game of chess, he gave
me an smusing deseription of his interviews with
a round of little dricd old men, the heads of the
mercantile establishments, who cach heard his story
with the utmost patience, on the chance of there
being a word of profit in it, and then quictly
answered that our affair was not in their way of
business.

I had after this an offer of assistance, but it was



THE DAHBASIEE'S OFFER DECLINED. 47

guch a one as I could not aceept. The Dahbashee
of the Shah's guard walked up one morning, and
when he had sipped his tea, and asked it we had yet
received any money, assured me that his heart bled
for me, that he had been aftlicting himself with
thoughts upon my lonely situation in a strange coun-
try, and that perhaps he could enable me to continue
my journey, if [ approved of a plan which he had
conceived. A frend of his, he said, was about to
take an investment of assafietida to Moeoltin ; buot if
1 would engage to pay this man the sum which he
expected to realize by the trip, he would lend me
his money, and take me direetly through the moun-
tains into the Punjib. This looked well, but on
coming to inquire into his friend’s expected profits, I
found that he had calculated them at the rate of
about nine hundred per cent., so that I at once de-
clined the proposal, The Dahbishee urged me more
than once to think upon his plan, saying that the
winter would soon shut the roads to India; but a
guspicion ervased my mind that he had been sent to
find out how moch meney I eould command in Hin-
doostin, and this made me decline the offer in more
decided terms.  We were however at last relieved
from our difficulties, and in a manner which 1 have
pride in mentioning, as it shows how fair a character
my countrymen have acquired abroad: I am mere-
over happy to have an opportunity of making known
the man to whom I am so especially indebted.
Moolld Ismael, as a lost chance, applied to some
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Syuds of Pisheen, a large family of the Prophet’s de-
scendants, who live in the valley of Pisheen, three
marches south of Candahar. Theze men arc sup-
poscd by the superstitions Affphauns to inherit the
power of healing diseases, charming the elements,
and putting spells upon punpowder, &e., and of
blessing or cursing their neighbours with sure effect
consequently, their persons and their property are
respected by the most lawless tribes, and they are
enabled to carry on trade (which they are nearly all
engaged in) when less gifted persons could not.
Moolla Ismacl brought some of these merchants to
our hoyse, one of whom said that he would give me
indigo for a-bill upon India, if his partner, who had
lately returned from that country, did not object ;
and on the morrow he brought this person, who after
a little conversation, pronounced me to be a bond
fide Englishman, and one whose word might be relied
upon. It was a great satisfaction to hear him run
over the names of Mr. Elphinstone, Sir John Mal-
colm, and other gentlemen known for the high office
they held in India. Mr. Elphinstone had given his
brother’s son a handful of money for answering a fow
questions; Mr. Cole of Mysore had bought a horee
from him; Hunter Sahib, of Mutchleebunder, had
given him a rifle; we were a most excellent tribe,
who never gave our words falsely, and, please God,
he would take my debts upon his head and shouldors,
and convey me safely to Hindvostin, Money he

said he possessed oot, having just completed the
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purchasc of thirty horses for the Indian market, but
Inshallah | his word was good for any som, and he
would be vur sceurity.

Syud Mubcen Shah, for it is time that I should
mention his name, is 8 Peer Khaneh, or clder, of the
Pisheen Syuds: he had come to Heraut to recover
a debt, and was about to return immediately home,
to march his horses to India, when his partner told
him of a forcigner's being in the city in distress, and
Lrought him to sec us.  Having engaged to serve us,
he would listen to none of his friends remonstrances,
but calling upon our ercditors, struck hands with
them for our debts, and sought for one who would
Ve us money on the best terms.

We found many who would aceept our fricod's
Lond, but they would only give us merchandise for
it. Still we determined to proceed on our journey
ab any sacrifice, and so, after spending a few days in
useless attempts to procure cash, 1 gave a promissory
bill to the amount of nine hundred and ten dueats, or
four thousand five hundred Bengal rupees, for a bale
of Cashmere shawls; these we sold in the bazaar for
about one thousaud nine hundred rupees, with which
we paid our debts: Syud Muleen became sceurity
for me, and we prepared to journcy on to ludia under
his escort.

We need lose no time, owr new friend said, in
waiting to see what course Shah Kamraun would pur-
sue, but start at once, in confidence that he would be
fully able to get us through any troublesome parties

YioL. 11, E
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who might have rizen to disturb the road between
Heraut and Canhahar, on the rumour of approaching
hostilities. We felt bound to reccive his alviee as
law, and thercfore sent to beg the Shab’s congé,
which was graciously given us.

From the good Aukhoond-zadeh we parted with
much regret, for he bad been a resl fnend tous ; but,
as he expressed in a Persian verse,

" Fricnds mast part! for a time—anad for cver!

le was my hearts whsh over (o b near vou,
Bt whae can i man do against the decrees of fnoe &

Sinece our arrival at Heraut, we had received in-
creased marks of Moolla Mohwamud's kindness and
attention, not the worst of which mrn:,—sumir}r di-
licacies of food, prepared by the doubtless fair bands
of the lights of his harem, which would find their way
to our house in unostentaticus hittle dishes, about
the hour of evening meal; now, as a parting giit,
our good friend brought several articles of men's
dress, beautifully worked with most spider-like em.
broidery, by the same fingera which had ministered
to our other senses, W accepted cach a token, and
forcing uwpon bim in return as large a mark of our
gratitude as we could spare, took a very affectionate
adien, receiving his farewell benediction outside the
ity gate.

We had nothing to offer Abbas Khan but our un-
teigned thanks for his hospitality ; it was, however,
signified to me by one of his confidants, that the Khan
would like a pair of pistols to be sent him from Hin-



DEPARTURE FRLOM NERAUT. S1

doostin, so, at leave-taking, I bepred he would allow
me to send a brace, as a sign of our having reached
Inidia: his farewell speech was as kind as his preced-
ing conduet, and our parting words expressed a hope
that he would not forget us, but that he would keep
fresh the meadow of friendship, by a continual stream
of letters hr}&:']ng azsurances of his health and pros-
perity.

It was on the 10th of October that we rode from
Heraut, under the escort of Syud Mubeen Shah, and
a dozen other travellers, chiefly Syudsz of Pigheen.
Four miles from the city we crossed the Herirood by
a long bridge of brick called Pool-e Moulaun, which
rives a name to the river. So much of the water
had been deawn off above, that the stream here was
inconziderable, but it was swilt, and clear as a dia-
mond.  Twelve miles to the southward of the city,
we entered a break in the hills, through which a bard
and tolerably good road took us ten miles to Meer
Daoud, an old caravansera, where we slept from mid-
night till four the next morning,

20th.—Twenty-three miles south, to Meer Ullah,
an old caravanscra,  Eleven miles on the way was the
ruined caravansera of Shah Beg, where there is always
a small stream of clear water,  Owr road was good,
between low rocky hills running on our course, and
for the last three miles we had a rill of water with
ws,  We halted until four in the alternoon, when as
we were about to continue our journcy, one of the
party called out that a party of horscumen were

E 2
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coming in pursmit of us. * Ohl zoe di womral ™
exclaimed Syud Muheen Shah, * death to your son !
but you have spoken the truth, and my house is
ruined ;* and looking up the road, we saw, at no
great distance, three horsemen who were urging
their jaded steeds towards us, and by cries and ges.
turce desiring us to await them.  They proved to be
troopers of the Shah’s guand, but our fears that they
had been sent to bring us back, were relicved when
wo heard thewm in loud altercation with 4 lad of our
party, who it appeared was also a trooper in the
Shah's army, but who, not liking the serviee, had
taken I'rench leave, and was retiring in disgust to
his home. The hvrsemen had been sent by the
Sirdar to bring lim back, but he put himself wwler
the Syuds' protection, and, drawing his sword, de-
clared he would cut down the first man who attempted
to lay hands uwpen him, A sword was unsheathed by
one of the other party, and there appearcd probalility
of a fight ; but the Syuds interfered, saying that the
young man was travelling under their protection, and
could not be taken away by force: after o little
angry discusgion, they decided that the vouth should
pive his sword as a present to those who had been
sent in pursuit of him, and the latter were bound, an
penalty of * the curse of the Syuds of Misheen,” to
say, on their return to the Sirdar, that they had been
unable to overtake the deserter.

We rode for six miles to a small brook ealled
% Rood-¢ Guz," which we followed for six miles
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more, Lll it was lost in the * Rood-e Adruscund,”
a full stream of the clearcst water, said to come
twenty fursukhs through hills from the cast, and to
full into the Furrah-rood, near * Kullah Laush.”
A body of men who lay on the bank of the stream,
challenged us sharply as we were about to eross it;
but when they understood who headed our party,
they came forward peaceably to request a bleseing,
and to ask the news from Heraat.

Eight miles from this stream, we passed the ruins
of a building called Zinrut-¢ Khojeh Ourch, where
there was water, A mile beyond this point, a road
went off to the town of Subzaur. We rode on till
cleven at night, when the meon going down, we
hatted in the plain to sleep: thieves had followed us,
and although watch was kept, a man succeeded n
ereeping up unperceived in the dark, and snatching
a carpet-bag from under the head of a Condahar
moolla who was travelling with us, he made off
with it. We were awakened by the cries of the
moolliy, who said that hiz bag contmined bis best
clothes, three rupees, and a Kordn ; and many were
the lamentations that he made for the loss of the latter,
At the first alarm the whole party had started to their
feet and handled their arms, but it was too dark to
pursue the robbers, since we could scarcely see each
other where we stood 3 s0 Munheen Shah adopted
another course, and stilling the moolla’s lamentations,
shouted to the thieves in Pushtoo, threatening them
with o curse for mbhmg E}ﬂ'&u of Pishcen.

After much calling, he was angwered by one or two
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voices afar off, the owners of which, being encouraged
by fair promises, came to parley in the distance.
¢« Ho |" called out our friend, * listen to my words;
I am Syud Muhcen Shah, and we are Syuds of
Pisheen ; restore the things you have taken, o' —
and here followed an enumeration of the dire con-
sequences of offending such holy men, murrain among
sheep, and the swelling of camels’ bellies, with sick-
ness, and bad luck of every kind, to themselves and
thoge belonging to them, * You are not Pisheen
Syuds,” was shouted in answer.—** "Tis an cath, that
we are”—* Its a lie, you are not all Syuds."—
“ Wo matter, I, Inshallal, am Syud Muheen Shah,
Pecrkhanch, of Shadeczye; keep the money and
clothes, but return the Kordn, or it will bring a curse
upon you and yours."—* Goed!" shouted a voice,
which after a short silence added, * it is under the
single fir-tree in front of you; come and take it.
Two of our party went forward with their swords
drawn, and found the book as described 3 but the
rogues had torn the cover offy, and they were deaf to
all ealls for further restitution,

The next morning carly we rode twelve miles to
Kullah kooshk-¢ Jamburan, a small fort’ situate in a
fortile plain twenty miles in breadth, enclosed by
hills, which on the east break into a valley running
fromit. Close to Kullah Kooshk is a stream of de-
licious water, and many other forts (that is, from
ten to forty houses, enclosed by a weak mud-wall,)
extend over the plain of Jamburan to the town of
Subzaur, which is just scen under a hill in the dis
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tance, bearing about sixteen miles south-west by
west,

Subzaur is a town of ene thousand houses: the
governor resides there in a good fort, and exercizes
sway over a district in which there are one hundred
small Kullahs er fortified villares, all of which are
within moderate distance of the town. A son of
Kamraun's ruled there when we passed.  Nows of
the Shah’s coming had gone before us, and much
interest had been exeited by the report: all seemed
to think that the restoration of the Suddvzves would
botter the state of the country, but the majority
doubted Kamraun's quitting Heraut, “ 1 hope,”
said onc of the party, who had seated themselves
near us Lo discuss the f;mtstiutl. “ that it Kamraun
does come, he will come in the npricot season, for
my father has a wariden, large as from here to the
river, and he takes twopenee a head from as many as
like to cat therein™ Many owners of gardens
near cities in this country, are accustomed to charge
a certain sum to visiters, who are allowed to enter and
eat fruit & oiscrétion @ the DPersians, who must in-
vent a joke upon every thing, declare that at Caulbul
the caters of fiuit are weighed on entering and on
coming out of tho gardens, and charged fur the dif-
ference ; and they tell how that a eertain wag put
stones in his pocket, which he threw away in the
garden, so that when he had eaten his fll of fruit, and
was weighed on coming out, he was found lighter than
when be had gone in,—a problem which long puzeled
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the wise men of * the city of a hundred thousand
pardens.”

Quitting Jamburan on the afternoon of the 21st, we
rode till midnight, about twenty-cight miles. After
twelvomilesweentered hills again, but theroad, though
stony, was grood for fourteen miles, when it became un-
even and bad. Eight miles on the way was a spot called
Gundutsay, where were two wells of good water: at
Jansau, as many miles beyond, was a small rill, and
again three miles further on there was a spring.  We
slept on the road till six o'clock the next morning, and
then marched nine miles and a half, by a hilly bad
voad, to the foot of the high hill Kharuek, a peak in
a range which runs W, 5, W. by E. N, E., bordering
the Furrsh-rood valley. We rested under the shade
of khunjuk (mastich) trees, by a tiny stream of de-
lictously cold water; and having brought food for
ourselves and horses from the last station, we were
content to be without visiters in our retreat,  Our
course in this march was indirect, but Kharuck peak
bore about thirty-five miles south-cast of our last stage.
At three in the afternoon we continued our jowrney,
and riding for an hour to the summit of a not very
high cotul, looked down upon a fine plain bounded by
a nearly parallel range, throngh which flowed the
Furrah-rood. Across this valley we rode sixteen
miles to * Dowlutabad,” a ruined mud fort, elose to
the river, in which were refleeted the many lights of
two large Noorzye khails encamped upon the bank.®

* A tood turns off three miles before Rlinruck, which passes to the
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25th.—This moming we halted, and from the
near khails obtained provisions for ourselves and
cattle, in barter for kerchiefs of coarse but gay-
patterned chintz, tinsel ornaments, needles, &e.,
which our guide had brought with him for the pur-
pose. For six necdles we got bread for as many
persons, amd for a fow tinsel rings, chopped straw
for our horses ; provision that some less provident
men of our party with difficeity obtained for two
eommon reals ; so little does mouey circulate among
this unsophistieated people. “Lhere was however a
Iindoo resident among them, who was by no means
irnorant of its value, as we shortly afterwards found,
when we had to deal with him fur corn. This
miserable creature actually resided here alone, cut
off from hig kindred, and exposed to cvery sort of
indignity, for the sake of making a little money.
When it was told that we were Svuds of Disheen,
the supcrstitious shepherds brought their sick to be
curcd.  Syud Mubeen, as the elder of his seet, laid
hands upon the discased persons, multering a few
words, and bidding them expeet relicf; in return
for the serviee, he received a fowl, all that the
Syuds of Pisheen allow themselves to aceept.  The
patients had evidently great faith in Syud Muhcen,
and I am sure thut he thought himself® possessed of
the virtue for which they gave him credit imagina-

right of the eotul, tirough, not over, the hills, and then croases the
plain to Dowhitabod. Thero is & l=lting plyee on this roxd called
Aubep Koreish,
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tion roes a great way in such cases, and no doubt
people are often cured by having their minds re-
lieved. [ was amused to ohserve our friend's man.
ner towards me, when he first began to mive out his
blessings, for be had scen enough of my countrymen
to suspect that I might not suppose him gilted to
the extent that his own perople did, and he felt
uneasy at not knowing what I thought of the matter.
I of course did not hurt his feelings by acknowledg-
ing that | was mﬂpti::n]., and saw that 1 had Eglit,-
ened his mind greatly by congratulating bim on his
good fortune in being bom to so much virtue, for
he commenced a detail of cases in which his bene-
dictions or curses had taken effect, telling me,
among other ancedotes, that on one occasion in
Sinde, when a man refused food to a small party
which he headed, he had cursed his camels, and that
they nearly all died within three months, A ser-
vant of his, who heard us conversing, anxious that
no doults should remain wpon my mind, called to
me when we dismounted, and baring his  arm,
showad me a slight scar pear his clbow; ©'L'lns,”
satd he, “was done when T was a lad; we had a
fight with the Cawkers, and they thought to beat
us, but Syud Mubeen's father put a spell on their
powder, and the ball which cut my elbow did not
trike me harder than a stone from the hand would
have done ™

One would think that their battles with the Sikhs
had eured the Affghauns of the latter conceit, but
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they still hold to it: in a company of Persian and
Affghaun gentlemen at Heraut, a Khan of the
latter nation was very curious about the European sys-
tem of warfure, and, being told that we took most care
to have an cfficient artillery, he said good-naturedly,
but with rather a scornful langh,—* Artillery ] What
would you do  with your El.rtiﬂer}r ngai.nst us ?
Inshallab, we shall be invading Hindoostian some of
these days, and then our Sywds shall make your
powder turn to water, while our horse will gallop in
upon you and cut you down at your puns."—* And
if you do come,” [ ritpﬁm], “ g% enemics, Inshallah !
we'll make roast meat of you all ["—a retort which
was received with the greatest pood-humour by the
whole company.

Furrah-rood valley runs down sixty miles to Kullah
Laush : half way is Furrah, a town of two thousand
houses, near the river, and built under a aingtu hill,
which is in the contre of the valley.  There are three
hundred small forts in the provinee ; the land is fer-
tile, and much grain is eultivated, as the shepherds
for many miles round are supplied with it hence;
but nearly all the land is teool, the province, we
learned, being bound to furnish three thousand horse
to Sheh Kamraun. Shumshooddeen Khan, whom
we met at Heraut, had been appointed governor : we
were told that he received annually from the distriet
twelve thousand Heraut rupees, and three thousand
khurwars of grain.  The Furrah-rood was at its low-
est when we forded it,—a quick clear stream, filty
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vards across, flowing through the valley in a broad
bed of soft pebbles. In spring this is a wide and
deep river, and there is always suffivient water in it
for mueh cultivation.

Trom Dowlutabad we rode thirty-one miles to
Largcbur Kahreeze. Alfter twelve miles across the
valley, we entered hills, but our road through them
was level and good all the way : twenty-two miles on
the road was Checkan, a spring of good water, and
near to it was a small forr. At Largebur Kahreeze
there was plenty of good water; we put up in some
pomegranate gardens, and procured bread and corn
from a neighbouring khail of’ Noorzyes.

a5th, afternoon.—Twenty-gight miles to Gun-
neomurgh. Our road was stony and bad, and lay
¢lose between high hills,  Four miles or so on the
way, at a spot called Caravancasee, were two or three
small canauts of water, which the Noorzyes of a
neighbouring khail bad turned upon land enltivated
with cotton and melons. The tribes in the neigh-
bourhood bave a bad name; a month before we
passed, they had nearly killed a Syud, by pelting him
with stonos to induce him to abandon his property,
at which he stood guard with his matchlock, and Kam-
raun, as & summary punishinent, had ordercd the
country round to be chuppaoed.  Syud Muheen Shuhb
eould not eontain his indignation when relating the
circumstance. ** Not,” said he, * that he was one
of us; but iff any Syud is to be thus with impunity
injured, there is an end of our religion, DBut In.
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shallah Taullah,” was added, in the spirit of that re-
ligion, * they will make a clean harry of the rascals
thiz time."

On a former oceasion, when a Sirdar was sent to
punish these people, a man rubbed him as he was
viding at the head of a party of soldiers.  In parts
the road is very narrow, between low sloping hills,
on which grow thick boshes, o that although a man
may run wp them, a rider eannot follow him, and a
thief, starting from behind a bush ag the Sindar rode
by, snatched a shawl turban from his head, and was
over the hill out of sight betore the elict bad well re-
covered from his astonishment. To judge by the
many goml stories relaied of their leats, the AfL
g]mm:ﬂ are all expurt thieves, and, like the Eip.'!rhtns
af old, only know shame in detection; that is, in
being detected before they have accomplished their
robbery, for afterwards, it is a very good joke with
them.

Fourtcen miles on the road was a spot called
“Toot-e-Gusseriway, said to be the half-distance point
between Heraut and Camdabar; it was night when
we passcd, but we remarked the lights of many
kbails, and were told that there was much good water
there. whe old eity of Ghore was said to lie about
thirty-five miles north of this pent.  Ghore is now
a ruinous ill-inhabated town, the capital of a petty
provinee, goverued by one of Shah Kamraun’s sons,
who has his residence there. At midnight we
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reached Gunneemurgh, a small open space between
low hills, where was the spring of a clear nill.

Though it was so late in the year, our nmight
marches were pleasant : being well clothed, we felt
the air rather bracing than unpleasantly cold, amd as
we had all become intimate, we rode socially along in
the bright moonlight, chatting with cach other, or
joking aloud, whilst oceasionally ene of the party
would shout out a wild Pushico song. I[Main food,
with plenty of exercise and continual change of
seene, kept us in bealth, and when we halted to rest,
we necded but to lay our heads to the gronnd to be
immediately asleep.  Syud Muheen Shah and I had
become preat friends, and our affection for each other
was strengthened by our mutval liking for tea: we
genm-a]fy took the first wateh, and cooked a kettle-
fuul which we drank sociably while the others were
gleeping around us, he telling me aneedotes of the
different tribes of his wild countrymen,

In describing their pastoral bfe, he would draw a
most Arcadian picture of the pleasant spring meet-
ings in the hills of Toba, where the water was like
running dizmonds, the plentiful fresh verdure as a
carpet of emeralds, and the air hike the odour of
musk ; the last simile certainly, and mosteprobably
the two others, borrowed from the poem of Youssoof
and Zuleikha, a well-thumbed copy of which my
friend ueed invariably to produce from his saddle-
bag when he had leisure to con it over by daylight.
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The shepherds of Toba, he said, would at this
blithe season pitch their camps together, and enter-
tain ezch other, for joy of the increase which the
new year brought them, feasting on lamb and fresh
curds, and all the varicties which their wives made
with milk; lunting with hawks and greyhounds
during the day, or perhaps following a wolf or a
hyena to his lair, and tying him there; while at
night, they would sit out late in sovial parties, con-
versing amil ll:ll'mg shOrIEE, tlunu't!!g the Aftun ina
a ring, and singing their common songs, or the odes
of their poot lehmaun, Or he would relate how
among some of the Cawker clans the manners were
so free, that at cvening men and women would meet
unreservedly, join hands in eircles, and together
dance the mtoxieating Atten, when haply, among
the young men, two rivals for the smile of a grirl
would exchange angry words, and po aside to draw
gwords upon cach otber in the moonlight.  And
thiz would lead him to an ancedote of gallantry in
fight, such as that displayed by "L'or Khan, Kharoot,
who, when the small band with whom he fought was
defeated by the men of the Nawaub of Déra, dis-
daincd to fly from their numbers, but standing his
ground, called out and challenged any * man of
heart” to meet him in single combat ; then, seeing
that no onc darcd to cross swords with him, strode
up to a cannon, and, throwing it over by the
strength of his arms, struck his sword deep into the
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carriage, and stood there defenceless, taunting his
foes till a ball struck him mﬂrlauj‘, wlien he fell, but
with his face towards those whom he had defied, that
it might not be said that Tor Khan retreated o foot
from an encmy.

I have great pleasure in recollecting this journey ;—
there was something very exeiting in our vagabond
life, every day showing much that was novel and in-
teresting ; above all, there was connected with it a
feeling of independence, which gave an clasticity to
the spirits, and tinged every thing cowlenr de rose,—
which made the very air taste fresher than elsewhere,
the sky seen clearcr, and the stars shine larger and
more bright.  With a friend with whom to exchange
thoughts, 1 know not many ways in which a man
could spend part of his life more pleasantly ; but a
friend is indisponeable, for in sickness or danger, or
anxiety of auy sort, it is disheartening to have no
one to look to for sympathy aml adviee, and, often
as it hag been quoted, I must for is truth re-echo
the sentiment of Alarmontel,—* Il est tristo de voie
une belle campagne, sans pouvoir dire & quelgu’un,
voila une belle campagne 1

At Gunnecmurgh we were visited by some At.
chickzyes of a near khail, who sold us flour and corn.
And here our friend was waited upon by a young
man of good family, who bad ridden to the road from
some distanee, in order to gain intelligence of the
Shah’s plans. He wes mounted on a very beautiful
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mare, which he had received as a present from Kam.
raun, and it need hardly bo added that he was a zealous
royalist. He told Syud Muheen that he had forty
men ready to put foot in stireup, and said sanguinely,
that, Inshallah, the whole country would be up for
the Suddozyes as soon as they showed that they were
determined to march agrli:nst the rebels, After a
little conversation, he rose and humbly asked a
blessing from Syud Muheen ; reeciving which, he
mounted his beautiful steed and rode away home.

From Guemeemureh we made a march of more than
torty miles to Washeer.  We started two hours after
noon, and were on the saddle until one at night, travel-
ling in considerable fear of the Belooches, who fre-
quently come in partics upon running eamels, and wait
near the road for travellers,  Sinee the dethronement
of Shah Zemaun, the weakness of the ever-changing
covernment bas permitted these savages to make
their inroads with impuonity, and they have become a
terror to the merchants who travel within their reaeli;
for not content with robbing those whom they meet,
they seldom spare their lives, perhaps on account of
their superstition, that they may come under the law
which makes a dead man's goodz lawlul plunder.

On their marauding expeditions, these Delooches
ride fleet camels, two on cach beast; they are gene-
rally well armed with mateblocks and swords, and,
provided with a eertain number of days® food, they
lic in wait at some distance from the road, keeping a
look-out for travellers. The Affghauns, to give a

VOL. II. F
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strong idea of their ferocity, call them ddum-khoor,—
caters of men, and deseribe them as demoniacal look-
ing fellows, who appearing of a sudden from some
ambush, trot up en masse with wild yells to within a
short distance of their prey, when they spread, and,
without listening to parley, proceed diligently to kill
as many as they ean, and baving collected their spoil,
trot home again on their deedees, or camels of the
wind, Now and then they spare a remnarkably use-
fnl-looking man to carry him off into slavery, but he
had better be killed, for he can never bope to
eseape, and indeed they do leur possible to deaden
his wish to return to his kindred, by disfiguring him
5o that he would be ashamed to be seen ot home;
cutting his cars off, destroying the roots of his bair
and beard, &ec.

When a kafilah is attacked, all who can, run away ;
those whose fiute obliges them to stand their ground,
do it with the courape which distinguishes the
Pooslitooneh,* and sell their lives dearly; nay, 1
heard of a young Affghaun Syud, who being left
with a few others on foot with their eamcls, defended
himsclf with such gallant success, after escaping
many shots which were fired at him, that the super-
stitious robbers thought him specially protected, and
neither offered further to hurt him, nor to seize two
camels which he separated from the file as his own,
and ehouted out as thoy were leaving him and his

# The pame the Afghauns coll themselves by,
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murdered friends,— Your blessing, O Syud, goes
with us, Inshallah!™

Scarcely eredible journcys are performed by the
running camels of this country. 1 am afraid to as-
sert positively how far these animals ean run in the
course of twenty-four hours, because the natives
examgerate their porformances very much, and when
you cannot believe the whaole of a story, it is diffi-
cult to decide how muoch of it you are to believe ;
but I do not think [ shall greatly err in saying that,
at a push, a good baadee can be trotted one hundred
miles in a full day and night.

Muis vevenons & nos wowtons.—Syud Muheen
Shah led vz in so many directions, to avoid places
where he thourht an cnemy might be, that at the
end of the stare [ could not precisely recolleet how
wi had come; bt the g_r_rm::rﬂl direction of the road
from Gunneemurgh is east couth-cast, and the dircet
distance is, 1 should think, ittle short of forty miles.
After the lirst four miles, we got out of the lulls,
upon & level stony plain, and went in the direction
of a single high mountain, called Kob-e-doosd, or
thicves” mount, beeause the Belooches set watchers
upon it to look out for kafilabs: far in the distance
across the plain, we coulit gce a line of bills, behind
which the nearest tribes were said to range.

Three miles from the hills of Guuneemurgh we
erossed the Brahim-jooe, or lbrahim-jooe river, a
little water flowing south in the broad bed, which is
filled in spring. A fursukh or so up the stream is

¥
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Kullah Suffeid, 2 small fort inhabited, Syud Muheen
told us, by a sct of Atchickzyes, who were as bad as
Belooches, and in his endeavour to steer well between
this Scylla and Charyludiz, he made so many turns,
that he must have added two or three miles to the
march., His advice to us was, i’ the cncmy comaes,
do not spare your horses, but keep elose to me, and
never look behind you. T should not omit to men-
tion, ms a trait of this man's generosity, that he in-
sisted uwpon my changing horses with bun, that I
might have a better chance of cscape in case flight
should be necessary, saying that he perhaps might
save his life, bot that if I lost mine, and he survived,
his good name would be gone for ever.  We had
been drilled into being alarmed, and rode together
in silence at a brisk walk, the very horses sceming
to share our feclings.

Nineteen miles from the Brahim-jooe river we
came to the broad bed of the Kash.rood, in which
there was not much water,  This was considered the
point of greatest danger, for in the bed of the stream
grows much ligh grass, concealed by which, the
robbers and their comels lie until travellers pass,
“ Now, for your lives, not a word,” said Muheen
Shah; * these fellows have ears like hares;™ and
we scarcely drew breath until we had erossed.  Ouor
nugseeh was pood, not a living creature woved in the
graszs, and when we had ridden a little distanee, our
guide stroked his beard and muttered a short thanks-
giving for danger past, not forgetting to add an cn-
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comiom upon his own particular bwkhd, upon which
we slackened our pace, and let loose our tongues
again.

I am not quite sure that our worthy leader did not
make as much as possible of the danger, in order to
heighten our esteem for that beekfef of which he made
such frequent and honourable mention; but at all
events, his great apparent anxiety, and his grave in-
junctionz, had kept us so long quiet, that all felt glad
wlicn the restraint was taken off;, and fifteen minutes
afterwards we could hardly have been known for the
same party, as we straggled on careleszly, talking
and joking frecly about the enemy whom we had
just Leen treating with so much respeet.

Fach porzon had a story to tell about the wild
Belooches : one was, that Hadjee Syud somebody
had been among thew, and seen that they had made
bags for their grain, &e. with eashmere shawls, which
they had plundered from a kafilah 3 the doge! how
should they know the value of a shawl!  The burden
of the seccond anecdote was, how Syud somebody
else, having been robbed of several camel-loads of
sugrar, had bethought him of a clever mode of at once
revenging himsell and doing a public service. On
reaching Heraut, said the story, he mised up strong
poison in a quantity of sugar, which he packed on
two camels, and himself mounted on a fleet horse,
took to the road aguin,  Several times did he pass
the dangerous places without meeting the enemy,
because he wanted to meet them ; but at last ‘they
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came, and he fled away, leaving his camels in their
hands.  Thinking, deultless, to enjoy such annther
treat as they or their brethren bad before done, the
robbers pail their hearty respects to the sugar, as
those who have seen the fondness of Asatics for
swieeta can fancy, and so dreadful was the conscquent
mortality among them, that the Syud’s most venge-
ful hopes were realized, and it is a standard rule
among  the Belooche marauders of the  present
gencration, to partake of no edible thing that may
fall into their bands. | remembier no more of the
ancedotes told at this time, for [ waslatterly sofatigued
as twica to fall from my horse from sheer sleepiness :
consitdenng our pace for the greater part of the way,
I do not think that we could have ndden much less
than ﬁﬂ}-' miles 3 we were all {;::fnp]uhﬂ}' knocked up
when we reached our stape, and slept ender some
trees till the sun was near the meridian the nest
day.

At Washeer were four little mud forts, plenty of
water, and some large ficlds prepared for cultivation,
The gates of the fort were elosed, and the owners
were encamped outside the walls in felt tents.  We
visited one khail, at the risk of being devoured by a
troop of savage dogs, which siuglcd me out, as if
they suspected what my unguarded English exclama-
tions might have betrayed when they fastened on the
skirt of my long robe; my good genius appeared in
the guise of a wrinkled old woman, who quictly laying
down her distaff, rose, and with little apparent ex-
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ertion lifted up a large stone, which she threw among
the dogs as a token of her disapprobation, and then
politely told me in Pushtoo that T was welcome,  The
tents were of wretehed construction, and the ]'H!i:lp]ﬂ
seemed poor,  Both en and women were waorking
at small frames, weaving coarse cotton cloths, |
looked in vain for beanty on the scarcely veiled gipsy
countenances of the women ; perhaps had the faces
of the youngost been cleancd, charms might have
been brought out, hke the beautivs of a neglected
preture.

Kamraun's rule ended here.  The men crowded
anxiously arowul to hear the news from Heraut, seme
loudly expressing their hope that the Shah would
come.  * God rowse his manhood ! was the ex-
pression of & man built like a Hereules, who had stood
leaning on a staff listening 1o the conversation.
“ Does he think we have no swords *=The Sud-
dozyes have become women!  How many times has
IKamraun talked of coming and disappointed uz!™
“ Whatever Ullah wills  happens,” —answered  our
friend warily ; for as we approached Candabar, both
he and his fellow Syuds were careful not to commit
themsclves by expressions which might be repeated
to their disadvantage, and they referred every thing
to nusseel o Fiswerd, fute and fortune.  IF it was
Kamraun's fate and fortune he would reeover the
theone, and il it was the Sirdars’ fute and fortune,
they would prevent him ;—ilecisions which sounded
like oracles from the mouths of men deemed inspired.
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2fith.—Thirty-four miles and a ball to Lur. At
the third and fifth miles on the road were villages,
where there was much excellent water and some
cotton-fiekls.  After cight miles, we came to the
villares of Possaud and Namzaud, near to which was
an old boundary pillar called Yaiklung. Ilerc a road
goos off to Candahar, through the rich country of
Zemeendawir, but no one may travel to the capital
otherwise than vid Girishk, on penalty of forfeiting
his beast and any goods that it may be laden with,
because customs are levied at the latter place.

Lur is a small mued fort in the plain.  Quitting
Washeer, we travelled thirty miles or so throngh low
hills to Kullah Dooshauk, the station at which travel-
lers usually halt: hence on to Candahar the country
ig plain, of a light sandy soil, which, when irrigated,
iz very productive. The hills which run irregularly
over the country between lleraut and this place, are
high and bare, and chicfly composed of mixed reddish
and black rock, streaked, and apparently containing
much ore. [ picked up two speeimens to carry to
India with e, but unfortunately lost one of them,
1 am not sure that it was not stelen from me by some
one who eonceived that I bad discovered in it matter
for making pold ; for on what other acceunt a person
should trouble himself to pick up stones, a native of
the East cannot conceive, and if he is not sure who a
strangrer 15, he sets him down for a spy or an alche-
mist, The second specimen of rock was pronounced
by a leamed geologist of Caleutta to belong to the



GIRISITK, T3

formation called Greywacke slate.  These hills con-
tain mineral springs, the water of some of which was
deseribed to be cold in the daytime and warm at
night.  Twelve miles from Heraut are some famous
springs, from bathing in which, it iz said, persons
afficted with cutaneous disonders experience much
benefhit.

Ournext march was to Girishk, on the Helmund ;
a distance of about thirty-two miles.  Eleven miles
on the road was the strong little fort of Saadut, about
which much land had been cultivated by means of
Kualiroeze water, This fort was built by Vuezeer
Futteh Khan for his mother, a lady moch renowned
for cournge and goodness, who held a petty court
here while she lived : the Affehauns speak of her by
the name * The Mother” On the road we met a
large kafilah of camels, laden with indigo, the mer-
chants of which came anxicusly to us to learn whether
Kamraun had moved out of Heraut, as if his army
was on the road, they would not venture forward
with their merchandise ; they told us that the Can-
daline Sivdars were out with their troops, fighting
nerainst some of the Sheah Hazaurchs,

At Girishk we halted near a large and strong fort,
lately built by the Baurickzye Sirdars, and below a
aravelly hill, on which is buried one Syud Dacud, a
Soonnee saint of note, whe in time of yore rode upon
a wall, and eut a passage through the Helmund for
somebody's army.  Under the fort were a few
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wretched huts, inhabited by persons who supplied
us with food and corn.

The banks of the river Helmund are about a thou-
sand yards apart: the right bank is low and sandy,
but the left rocky and high: the stream, then ot its
lowest, was distant from the fort about two miles and
a half; where we forded it the water was stirrup.
deep, and flowed smoothly, but with foree, in a clear
gtream of three hundred and fitty yards width,

The rise of the Helmund commences in winter,
much rain falling at that scason: the streamn is
swelled to great depth and breadeh in spring, when
the snows melt, and on the quantity of snow which
falls in the mountains during winter, depends its ful-
pesa and rapidity. So wmuch snow fell during the
cold season of 1820, and winter broke up so suddenly,
that very carly in the next spriyg a great torrent
came down from the mountains, which at night swept
away some entire kKhails from under the very walls of
the fort, and fooded the whole country on the nght
bank of the river,

Ameer Ali, our Meshed acquaintance of raseally
memory, erossed the Helmund at Girishk, in spring,
when it was at its height. There were two large
erazy boats, of the art of governing which the water-
men were quite ignorant, and on board one of them
got some forty souls and half a dozen horses: when
they loosed, all repeated a fateheh, * Ushudoo Un,
La Illab Il Illah!® and away they went down the
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current for three miles, the boatmen hallooing and
straining to work te the side, and the most timorous
of the passengers making all sorts of vows in case
they should safily touch shore again, At last they
got out of the current, strack happily against the
bank with a shoek which threw them atop of each
other, and were then quietly towed up stream agam
opposite to their starting-point.

In surmmer the water of the Helmund is so clear,
that you are liable to be deceived about its depth,
Two months or so prior to our coming, the Sirdars
had lost their best gun, in conscquence of the drivers
mistaking the depth of water at a part they attempted
to ford, and men were still engaged in the endeavour
to get it out. ‘The banks of the river are yet
marked by villages and cultivation, but the oppres-
sions of the rebel governors have made the view very
different from what it was, for so late as in the days
of Zemaun Shah, the Helmund wes said to flow

through a garden.
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CHAPTER 1V.

Journey on across the rfivers Hebmusd and Turek to Glicomdes Man-
spar Klan—ale—Auwtlior's severe illoess =Reranut Ali's visit ta
Candolinr-lemarks upon the government ond country-—Descrips
tiong of Afphinun clamcter ond pannes—Cenustion of journcy
over the Khgjsl Amman mountains, ond aceess the fiver Lora, to
E.].-n,'.d Blulicen Shab's bame in the vqu.' af 1abecn.

We arrived at Girishk late at night, and were de-
tained the next day, and until the night of the second,
by two officers of the customs, a Mooselmaun and a
Hindoo, who, whatever was the difference of their
religious creeds, held the same opinions on the poeint
of honesty., The first day one of them was absent,
so no business could be done, much to Syud Mu-
heen's vexation, for he said that a kafilah was to leave
Heraut the day after us, with which would travel
gome persons whom it was prudent to aveid.

The next morning early we saw about two hundred
horsomen ride in: as soon as Muheen Shah had re-
connoitred them, he bade me observe one young man,
that I might avoid him, % He wished to travel with
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me,” said my friend, * but, knowing him to be a
meddling fellow, I told him I was not going to start
for four days ; now, if he sees you with me, he will
suspect something, and if the Sirdarz hear of you, it
is all up with vs; there is not such a dog in the
world : but 1 must humour him, so YOu o and stay
m ® The Mother's E:u':h_'n, below there, till 1 come
to you." 1 aceordingly went, and lay * perdue™ all
day, in a fin¢ garden made by the mother of Futteh
hhan,

In the evening eaine my friend in good spirits, to
say that he had quite blinded his acquaintance, pre-
tending to have left the city suddenly, for fear that
Kamraun was going to exact something from him.
“ 1 knew,” said the Shah,® ** that he wished to
marry into my father-in-law’s family at Caubul, so I
-Irmll.,cndud to favowur his suit, ]ﬁming that if he left
the matter to me, 1 would arrange it ; so now we are
fast friends, and whatever he sces or hears, he will
gay nothing.” Purther, my fricnd told me, that he
had arrangred matters so that our departure would be
connived at that evening.

The duty of threc and a half golden ducats is
levied upon every horse at Girshk, besides six and a
half more at Candalar, and the contents of all loads
should be examined and declared at the first place.
Syud Muheen Shab, thinking that it might not be so
well to submit some little knick-knacks that we had

® Tho tile of ® Slal” 1 skould lave obeerved, is given in these
countries Lo men csteemed leoky.
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to the view of the officers, and aleo that it was pru-
dent not to let our arrival be known at Candahar,
bribed the Hindoo and his colleague to let us pass
unsearched and unregistered.  'I'o bis countryman he
gave a little money and many promises of blessings,
and to the Hindoo a sum in hard cash, the only thing
that would move him: we were desired to load and
steal away withoot bustle, lest the other travellers
should observe our departure, and afterwards in-
form against us, aceordingly, about cight o'clock, we
quietly left our ground, The Hindoo agent stood
upon a small bridge to see us fairly off, and warn us
to secrecy, doubtless mngmtuluting himself npon this
roguery ; but had he known who I was, he would
not have been so easily satisfied.

“ That is a wark well done,” said Muliecen Shah,
when we were en route again.  He is a deep fellow,
that dog of an idolater, but, Inshallah! I have been
too much for him."” I did not feel myself called upon
to object to my friend's lics and illegal acts, for I saw
that they were the coin of the country, and that there
was no getting on without them. My morality, 1
fear, bad suffered a little from contact with these
people, for I remember sceing so much reason in
Syud Muheen's apology for his contrivances, that I
did not attempt to gainsay it. * When I am among
honest men,” said he, * I defy any one to say that
an action or & word of mine is crooked; but what
would my honesty avail me among such rogues as
these 1™
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A man who was going to his home over the
water, offered to show us the ford for a trifle, and
under his guidance we crossed at a point about
threc miles and a half’ below the fort.  In the centre
of the stream, a pony belonging to a Syud of our
party Tt ruurlllg, and el with a load of silks; so
when we reached the opposite bank, it was decided
to remain there till morning, and the wetted clothe
were laid out to dry in the wind, 1t was a sad mis-
fortune to the proprictor, but, as it had bappened, 1
did not regret the secident, since it gave me an
opportunity of sceing this noble river to advantage
Ly daylight from the high bank. I asked our guide
Low much water there was in spring. *“As much
as it pleased God to send,” was his reply; a fair
gpecimen of the answers you may expect when seck-
ing information in these countries, This pious man,
secing the silks laid out to dry, extorted some money
from their owner, by threatening to go and inform
against him for smuggling; and just as he was about
to depart with what he had thus obtained, he
profited by a second temptation of the same sort;
for hearing loud shouts from the river, he went down
to the ford, and caught a person in the middle of it,
who proved also to be charged with smuggled goods.
It was the unlocky Candabar moolli, who had been
robbed of hiz Korin the night we slept in the plain
near Jamburan, I have scldom scen a more ludi-
crous figure than this man presented when he toiled
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up the bank, with ene hand helding a bundle on his
head, and with the other grasping the tail of a half-
drowned little pony, which pulled him along., [le
paid the guide his hush-meney in kind, protesting
that he had no cash, and them, sitting down by the
fire, he declared his convietion that he was under a
course of visitations for some bygone sin, for that no
undertaking now prospered with him.  He had, it
appeared, gone back on the IHeraut road, and then
made a great eireuit to arrive at the ford, which he
reached a little after ws, then, attcmpting to eross
where he had secen our torches, he had ridden lus
pony into deep water, and felt himsell compelled to
balloo for assistance. He did not even get sym-
pathy, for the party were too wmuch epgaged with
their own losses to thiok of his; thercfore with
another sigh at his evil fate, he sought the enly
worldly refuge that a man has in sorrow—sleep.

The pext mworming we rode, i the tecth of a
catting wind, thirty-one miles to Khoosh-nakhood,
where we found several * khails"*  pitehed about
some large pomegranate gardens.  We remained
here two hours, and then marched on fificen miles
more to Houz-c Muddut Khan, a reservoir of water
near which we halted to slecp. 1 got hittle; for the
fatigue of so long a ride, added to the injurious
effects of marching alternately in the heat of the

® o Ehnil™ is the Affghoun name for an open village or cocampioent.
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sun and the cold night-air, had made me ill, and I
suffered a verv common misery, in lying restless,
while ten others were snoring around me.

At sunrise the next morning we rose to conclude
our journey, and after travelling along the road
together for a little distance, parted company ; our
companions following the hich read to Candabar,
which they said lay directly east, about seven for-
sukhs distant, and Syud Muheen taking us across
country to Ghoondee Munsoor Khan, a point zaid to
be about sixteen miles south of the eity. Our cross-
road took us by many villages, the fine fands of
which were well watered and industrionsly culti-
vated. “Twelve miles on the road we forded the
Urphandaub, still a quick stream, although so much
of its water had been drawn off above, for the cul-
tivation of fields which marked its course from a
great distance,

Three miles before Ghoondee Munsoor Khan (or
Munsoor Khan's mound), we crossed the river
Turnuk, a shallow stream between high banks of
crumbling sandy carth, and an hour after noon we
reached a small kullah, lately built by Syud Muheen
Shah, in which one of his wives, and lis brother-in-
law’s family were residing. Muheen Shah and I
had ridden on head with one of iz men: 1 mizssed
the latter at the river Turnuk, and guessed that he
had been sent on to notily our approach, when 1 saw
my friend washing and combing out his beard, and
making a few alterations in his dress.

YOL. IL G
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At a little distance from the fort, Synd Mubeen
was met by his brotherin-law and two or three
relations, a brace of houschold slaves, and the other
male domestics of the family, who received him with
much eeremony, and led the way into the interior,
where the same forms of weleome were repeated.
i She vaughlé! she juree I—be kliree !—Salaw-
matee | — she jurec! be khiree Salaumatec! be
juree! be khiree I &e. “You are weleome! you
are opportuncly come, happily, and in good season,
you are welcome, you are happily come, you are
weleome,” &c., terms all of nearly the same signi-
fication, which are eschbanged with wmuch gravity
several times, by all Affighauns who mect alter a
few days of separation.

Syud Mubeen and his brother-in-law met upon
terms of equality, and hugged each other i IAf-
ghaun,” by pressing shoulder to shoulder; but the
lowest menial in the house offercd his respectful
welcome, and was kindly answered by the master;
nor were the complimentary inquiries restricted to
the person of Muheen Shab, for the state of his
attendant followers was also asked after, through
their master ; he with the utimost gravity turning to
cach man to inquire how he felt himself.  * Lulloo,
you are well? Muttoo? Anzul ' —and Lulloo,
Muttoo, and Anzul, nodding their heads in the
affirmative, and cjaculating cach * Shookr Ullah,"*
he folt himself at liberty to answer for their respee-
tive healths, The manner in which all this was

* Thaok God.
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done was amusing to a stranger, but as an instanee
of national manners, it spoke well for the people,
and it ealled to mind the history we read of the
“ pood old times" in our own country, when masters
treated their servants more as if they conceived
them to be fashioned out of the same clay, and the
laiter r{:pn:id the courtosy with affection lﬂmpered by
respeet.

Our friend had talked much to me on the road
about his sceond wife, and 1 expected to see him
make at onee for the * underoon,” to be weleomed
by her; but etiguette would not allow him to betray
a desire to see his lady, until he had sat a due time
with the males of the family ;—in such superior esti-
mation are men held in these barbarous eountries|
As we rode along in the moming, we had been
considering  the merits of our respective eountry-
women, and my friend, [ thought, had displayed a
very mallant feeling for the sex in general ; I there-
fore took the liberty of asking him why he did not
hasten to salute hiz wife. * What! before my
brother-in-law #* was the answer, * that would never
do.” Now the man professed to be very fond of his
wife, and I know did not care a rush for his brother.
in-law, for he cautioned me against too intimate an
acquaintance with bim. * He is my relation,” were
his words, **'tis true, and under obligations to mej;
but though his tongue is smooth, his heart is not
better than any body else’s, so do not trust him with
many of your secrets.”

G €
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This relation, Syud Syfooddeen, (or the sword of
religion, ) called * for short” Syud Syloo, made 4
great dinner for ws, and we sat down to it in the
evening, more than twenty persons of all degrees.
The host was, [ imagine, very much the man that
Muheen Shah deseribed him, except that he was a
fanatie, and any thing but smeoth-tongued when
diseussing religious topics. On secing Karaumut
Ali and his protegé, he guessed that they were
Sheahs, and set himself to work to prove them; but
he moet his mateh in Karauvmut Al, who was too
well versed in the tenets of the Soonnecs to he
taken unawares, and he led the prayers, and traced
his descent from the best branch of the orthodox
Syuds, with a self-possession that quite baffied his in-
quisitor, who, still unconvineed, changed his battery,
and began to heap maledictions upon the sect of Al
—sentiments which my friend cchoed with perfect
sang froid, and which his profegé assented to for
safety’s sake. I pitied the latter, knowing that his
feclings would be mueh hurt; but he made himself
somz amends afterwards, for when we retired to rest,
and he had laid himself snugly under his coverlid,
he spent half an hour in muttering the bitterest
curses on the three first Caliphs, and on all who
might follow them, without reserve, and doubtless
went to sleep with a mind much relieved.

Onee upon the subject of religion, Syud Syfoo
would not let it rest, and next he attacked me, by
asking if' my countrymen did not eat hogs. Secing
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the company look very much disgusted, I shook my
head, in the hope that they would not believe in the
possibility of such a thing; but here 1 reckoned
without my host, for Syud Syfoo had been at Bom-
bay, and hastened to insist upon it that he had seen
a hog being preparcd for the food of the Feringee
soldicrs ; **they had him in a tub,” he explained ;
 they had eut his throat from ear to car, and were
ghaving him with hot water.” The credit of my
nation was at stake, and in such a case veracity
would have been a fault ; so I boldly corrected him,
by saying that we had indeed a low caste -of men
whe partook of swine's flesh, but that no ashrof—
no genfleman among us ate pig; and Sywd Mubeen
cleverly nodding assent to this, and adding that I
was a gentleman of the first order, and an altogether
clean person, who did net even drink wine, I mere
than recovercd the ground which I had lost.

I felt truly glad when the assembly broke up, fur
I was very ill, and the next morning found that I
had got the jaundice, and to boot, what the Irench
are plessed to call * wne bonne fivre My first
act was to send for a barber, but when he came he
would not bleed me, beeause it was Friday ; so [
took ot 2 venture a larpe dose of calomel, and ab-
stuined from food. During the nine days that we re-
mained here, I was confined to my bed, and more
than once thought that I should die; for I could not
shake off the fover which was daily reducing my
strength, and those who professed to understand the
other malady, said that if my colour did not shortly
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change for the better, it would go hard with me.
So many recipes were offered, that had [ used half of
them I might bhave died of another discase. One of
them 1 remember was—a breast of roast mutton ;—
a remedy which one of Syud Syloo’s dependents
assurcd me had brought him round when he was
very bad indeed with the same complaint. Syud
Muheen Shah thinks that he was the means of
curing me, by advising the decoction of a bitter
herb to be drawn up the nose, so as to produce a
discharge from the head,—the vsual mode of treating
the jaundice among the Affzhauns; but I was so
very ill, that I cannot ascribe my cure to any
wedicine, and should be sorry to omit expressing my
gratitude to that Providenee wlich preserved me in
this as in every other chanee of my journey.

The route by which we came from Heraut to Can-
dahar has not, I believe, been travelled by any other
European. It is reputed to be the most difficult,
because the most hilly, of three roads, but a little
labour would make it an easy one. The Dilardm,
or usual kafilsh road, was taken many years ago by
Mr. Foster, and there is no reason to suppose that
its state has been materially altered since the period
at which that traveller wrote.® The third road is
said to be similar to the Dilaim one.

During our journey, we met very few of the in-

* Twa distinpuished oficers pow commanding e forces of Maohn
mjoh Rupject Sing,—Generals Allard and Veogura,—travelled thirough
Perdn nod Aflzlizunistzon 1o e Panjunl some vears apgo, but they,
unfortnoately, published po secount of their journey,
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habitants of the country, and were able to form but
an imperfect notion of the extent of population: in
the daytime we scarccly saw any body, but at night
lights would shive out all round ws, from distant
khails or sheeplolds, Near some of the usual halting-
places are found khails, trom which travellers obtain
flour or bread, and grain for their horses; but the
body of the people, divided into small pastoral so-
cioties, wander with their flocks in the broad valleys
away from the road. Still, however, judging from
the barren appearance of the country, and from the
circumstance of so little of it being cultivated, and
also from the general result of our inquiries, I should
say that the eountry between Heraut and Candahar
iz but scantily populated.

T'hough the appearance of the land was bare (we
viewed i€ the end of autwnn), so bare, indeed, that
an English farmer would probably deem it impos-
sible to feed sheep upon it, the flocks that we saw
seemed to thrive upon the short and scanty herbage
which it produced.  The soil is in most places such
as might be profitably tilled where there is water,
though it is not generally used otherwise than as
pasture-land, distinet parts of the country being set
apart for cultivation, such as the neighbourhoods of
Furrah, Subzaur, Ghore, &c., to which the people
repair at proper scasons to cultivate grain, and then
return to the earc of their flocks again.  We ncea-
sinally saw spots cultivated with cotton, but except
in the vieinity of towns, [ conceive that this plant is
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grown more for private use in the khails than for
sale. ‘The Affzhauns are all for a fur niente life,
and, dwelling under rude felt tents, they are content
to live poorly, so that they may live idly and inde-
pendently.  They are clothed coarsely ; gaily when
they ean afford it, but always dirtily, and their fare
is very simple. The common food of the Affghauns
is kooroot, hard pressed salted curds, which are
seraped and boiled up with butter, and eaten with
unleavened beoad. They never tire of this food,
and it is amusing to seo the cagerness with which a
party will get round a bowl, break their bread into it
and then throst their huge fingers into the mwess. 1
hava heard a man who had been ecating little else all
his lif, exclaim with a sigh of sincerity after licking
his fingers—* Hei kooroot! by heaven, it is a pood
thing, kooroot!”

It is chicfly in spring that the nomade Affzhauns
allow themselves the luxury of flesh; they roast or
make broth of it, not having palates for the delicacies
which ‘are eaten in ecities. At a feast, the master
waits upon his guests, sces that their dishes are filled,
and encourages them to eat, handing choice bits to
the most favoured persons. Words are not wasted
during the meal, the company addressing themselves
to the food set before them, with a gravity beeoming
the grand occupation of life, and when they have
qualified their meat with a hearty draught of water,
and washed their hands, the eldest man of the com-
pany prays for a blessing upon the host, to which the
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rest say * Aumeen |—God bless him, and increase
his store, Inshallah 1"

Trom Heraut to Largebur Kahreeze, the people
who inhabit the country through which our road lay
are of the Noorzye tribe; between the latter place
and Gunneemurgh, the country is chicfly occupied
by Atchikzyes; and then again on to Girishk, you
meet Noorzyes. They are fine-looking men, tall and
stout, with clear brown complexions, black hair and
eyes, and brilliantly white teeth, and wear an ap-
pearance of grreat manliness and good humour,  Some-
times a man deserying our party from afar, would
make for & peint in the road, and therc await us, to
sec who we were anid learn the news, or to beg a
blessing from the Syuds of Pisheen. Our patron,
Mulicen Shak, appeared to be known by every body,
and when bis (I may-call them) adorers ran cagerly
ko his stirrup for a benediction, he patted them affve-
tionately on the bead, with * God prosper you brother,
and give you increase!” and such other expressions
as were suited to their circumstances.

All sorts of accidents and desires were submitted
to the consideration of the Shab, und he prescribed
for the different eases with much tact. * God increase
your store 1" said he to a petitioner for his blessing ;—
o Inshallah ! God is gracious,” was the answer,
“but our two camels have been sick ever since
spring, and Jandaud livs up there sick with the
shaking fever; do something for us!"—* Sh, she,
good, good ! we will say a * fateheh,’ for Jandaud."—
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« Ho! Synd Moortesa! Syud Daoud! a fatcheh for
Jandand Khan!"—and getting their horses together,
they held up their palms while Mubeen Shah mut-
tered a prayer, reverentially stroking their beards
when he had finishedit. * And the camels?” asked
the suitor. * Keep agood heart! I swear to you that
1 lost my best camel not two wecks agol it was
fated | musseeb kismut!—but never despond ; Ullah
kureem deh! Ullah is mercifull it will be well,
Inshallah1* and with such homely consolation he
comforted and dismissed his follower, who remained
on the road-side after we had ridden on, to supplicate
all blessings upon so good a man.

From meeting so fow people between Heraut and
Candabar, I was induced to ask our friends whence
Shah Kamraun expected to get his partisans. In
the different khails of the road, I was told, were
many horses, and as fricnds to the royal cause would
muster from all quarters, far and near, there would be
no preat difficulty in getting together a velunteer
levy of four or five thousand cavalry, The state.
ment was probably correct, for during the last eivil
war in Affghaunistaun, large bodies of irregular
horse were frequently collected on short notice.
Every man is a soldier according to the fashion of
the times; he has a sword, if not & gun, and if he
does not himself own a horse, he can borrow one.
It is easy to raise an army in this country, the diffi-
culty is to keep it together; for if their wants are
not provided for, the soldiers soon betake thewselves
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to their homes, and frequently, when cxperiencing
the best treatment, mere capriee will induce some of
them to desert their standard and go over to the op-
posite party.

While I lay sick at Syud Muheen Shah's house,
my friend Karaumut Ali went to the eity: on his
return be gave me the following, 1 am sure, correct
description of it

# The eity of Candahar is a third larger than
Heraut.  In shape it is a paraliclogram, three thou-
sand six hundred ordinary paces long, by cighteen
hundred Lroad, and its length is north and south.
The city is enclosed by a bastioned wud wall, on the
ramparts of which three men can walk abreast, and
a ditch, lately made by the Sirdars, encompasses the
entire extent of this. The depth of the ditch was
about nine feet ; it was partly dry, and in parts re.
tained pools of water, which had run through the eity
into it. Water is conveyed into the town from a
little distance by three eanals; this supply might be
cut off, but there are many wells inside. lo the
south quarter of the town is a citadel of no great con-
scquence ; the city is nowhere commanded, but it is
not on the whole a place of strength.”

Provisions, my friend said, were very plentiful and
cheap, two broad and well supplied bazaars, according
to his description, running across the city at right
angles to vach other, and meeting in the centre of it
under a small domed square.  The Syud was lodged
in & house with half-a-dozen Affghauns, at whose
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dirtiness he expressed much disgust; and, to de-
seribe the eity, he said, * You know what Heraut
151 well then, imagine (if vou can} a town and a peo-
ple some degrees more filthy :—Tooff 1—I epit upon
the beards of such beasts: I shall never be clean
again ["

The city of Candahar being a third larger than
Heraut, its population, if my calenlation regarding
the latter eity be correct, may be rated at sixty thou-
sand souls. We could not procure accounts of the
produge of the country, but were told that the Sirdars
had resumed all the lands which had been held
feoo! under the royal government, and that they
cxacted as much az they could from the cultivators.
By taxes, and by oppressing all classes of people,
they were said to colleet annually one hundred
thousand gold ducats, which are equal to about
£50,000.

The climate of Candahar is not so good as that of
the country about Heraut, for in summer the heat is
much greater, and in winter more rain than snow
falls : Lut still the place is esteemed healthy. Asin
Persin, the inhabitants of Afighaunistaun can casily
change their climate.  In summer wany of the Can-
daharecs make a journey of two or three days to the
hills of Toba, where it is always deliciously cool.

The finest fruits and vegetables are grown in the
neighbourhood of Candahar: among the fruits, the
pomegranates are espeeially esteemed.  Were this
city the seat of a just government, 1t would be the
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centre of a large circle of rich cultivation. The soil
is pood, and water abundant, and though the cultiva-
tors were np-pre»smd by the rebel Sirdars, still it was
apparcnt from the cheapness of grain at Candahar
that much was raised. We required no stronger
proof of the Sirdars’ misrule, than the cireumstance
of Shah Kamraun being desired.  He eertainly was
no Noorshewiin, yet we met few who, on being told
that he was coming, did not express a hope that he
would bestie himself, and add a prayer for his success
apainst the zoalim® usurpers.

On the last day of the Syud's stay at Candahar,
he saw the Sirdars ride into the city. ‘"They had
lost some men in battle with the Sheah Hazaurchs,
and hastily made peace with them, on hearing that
the Shali was about to march from Heraut.  He de-
seribed them as “ portly, richly dressed, but vulgar-
looking men, who rode their horses stiffly in erder to
appear consequential.”—Their troops were all called
in, couriers were sont toCaubul, as well as to their par-
tizans in the country round, and orders were given to
put their artillery (six or eight good guns) into the
best gtate. It was morcover said that instructions had
been issued to prevent any traders from proceeding
with their merchandise to IHeraut, lest Kamraun
should scize them, and by thus enriching himself be
better able to prosecute the war. A similar order,
we heard, was about to be issued by Kamraun, when

* Tyrnuical.
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wo were on the point of leaving Heraut ;—a sad in-
stanee of the opinion that the belligerent powers en-
tertéined of each other, and a very satire on the
fortune of princes.

On the same day the Syud was singularly aceosted
in the bazaar of Candahar by an Affrhaun, who
would insist upon it that my fricnd was an Furopean,
and lately arrived from Bokhara. e only got rid of
the fellow by treating him as though he thought him
crazy, and indeed it arpued great want of senee in
the man to take a person of my friend's eomplexion
for 2 Feringee. It was evident that the Indian who
had endeavoured to rob us at Heraut, had visited
Candahar, and reported our intended coming, and
that the man who aceosted the Syud, had been im-
perfeetly informed of the story regarding us.  When
Muheen Shah was told of the eireumstance, he urged
the expediency of continuing our journey, and an old
Dworraunce nobleman, whose kullah was close to
Syud Muhcen's, (Munsoor Khan of honourable fame, )
being told in confidence of my being there, advised
my making no lenger stay than necessary, lest the
Sirdars should hear of my arrival, and cause me to be
detained or ill-treated.

There could be little reason to doubt the sincerity
of Munsoor Khan's advice, for his own brother had
been murdered by the rebel chicfs, in violation of
their pledged word, and he himself had suffered many
indignitics at their bands. Infirm and impoverished,
the old noble maintained his loyalty, and spurning
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their offers of favour as the price of blood, in the
midst of adversity, preserved that wue dignity of
which the worst fortune cannot deprive an honest
man.

Munsoor Khan, if my recolleetion serves me
aright, was the nobleman selected by Zemaun Shah
as hiz ambassador to the court of Persia, and very
worthily, it is said, did he discharge his office. We
heard frequent mention of his name, and it was al-
ways coupled with terms of regard ; nor do | remem-
ber any trait of the Affighaun character which struck
me more pleasingly, than the devoted fidelity with
which the Khan's vassals secemed to cling to their
master in s adversity,

Men such as the younger brothers of Futteh
Khan, who possessing neither principle nor talent,
found themselves suddenly raised to great power
which they bad no certainty of retaining, were not
likely to look much beyond their immediate interests ;
and, accordingly, we sec that they employed every
means to enrich themselves, at the expense of those
who had been thrown into their power.  Such con-
duet, they were probably able to foresee, could only
lead to a strong reaction of feeling in favour of the
royal family, and thercfore they sought to crush those
influential men who were disposed to restore the
Suddozye dynasty ; but though by murder and rapine
they removed some, and weakened others of the
chiefs whom they feared, among the nobility gene-
rally they met with a spirit of hereditary pride and
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decp-rooted attachment to old institutions, which re.
solutely opposed itself to their usurpation; and in-
stances of devoted fealty to the Suddozye family are
recorded of Doorraunee chicfs, which call to mind
the unflinching and gencrous loyalty of those gallant
sentlemen of our own nation, who engaging in the
Jong unfortunate cause of the Stuarts, sacrificed their
lives and fortunes rather than acknowledge the
authority of those whom they considered usurpers of
their place.

Among the many names thus distinguished, I re-
member hearing that of Munsoor Khan's brother
above alluded to, Muckeood Khan, who, well known
as a loyal and influential nobleman, was marked out
for destruction by the Candahar Sirdars, but whe,
the soul of honour himself, believed the rebels when
they swore not to injure him, and trusting ham-
sell’ in their hands, was basely plundered and de-
prived of life by them. And of old Munsoor
Khan himself, who when carried before the Sir-
dars, and told that he should be torturcd if he
did not declare bis wealth, answered them by scorn-
fully asking how much malice they could wreak upon
hie linbs, crippled as they were by wounds and age,
and told them that he had cxpended lis riches, as
became a nobleman, on his soldiers, and in relieving
the needy ; then remembering his brother, the old
Khan raised himself, and fearlessly wpbraided the
usurpers with their eruel treachery, and told them
that they were a curse on the land, whom God
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would soon remove, and follow with his vengeance
for their wickedness ;—and they were awed, and
dared not hurt him, but, affecting to laugh scorn-
fully, let him go, becavse, as they said, he was the
old soldier Munsoor Khan,—that is, privileged.

Ou the eve of our departure, when Muheen Shah
came to my bed to propese continuing our journey
on the morrow, [ felt far from equal to the under-
taking ; but he expressed himsell’ so anxiously, that
I agreed to attempt it. There was reazon in what
my friend urged,—that as I had made some stay at
Heraut avewedly an Englishman, the Sirdars, if
they heard of my living incog. at his house, would
fancy that my journcy was in some way connected
with the king’s affairs.  * And do not faney,” added
he, in 2 low tone, * that your being here can long
remain a seevet; there is Syud Syfoo, my own
brother-in-law, if no one else would, I do not know
that lic would not inform against me, if he thought
it would serve his intercsts to do so. Sahib! you
do not know my countrymen ; on such an oecasion I
would not trust my own brother.”

In order to give his relative an interest in my
welfare, Syud Muheen bought a horse from him, for
which he engaged to pay on bis return from Hin-
doostiin.  * He knows now,” aroued the Shah,
 that our nusseebs are bound together, so for his
own sake he will be earcful not to injure us: he
must not, however, sce that I doubt him, or bave
any complaint against him, (though I have, s I

VOLe [ I
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will tell you another time;)}—we will talk lhim fair
now, but when I get to Pisheen, see if I do not
play bim a trick. Inshallah] 1 can throw dust into
& man's eyes as well as another,”

Syud Syfoo, it was frequently made evident by
his manner, could not get the better of his prejudice
against my companions ¢ he had assyred lnmself that
the Persian and the Lahoree were Sheahs, for they
went about the Soonnee forms in so slovenly a man.
ner, that I could have detected them wmyseclf; and
though he could mever catch Karaumut Ali tripping,
he took it for granted that he was of the berctical
gect also: moreover, the man was a bypounte
as well as a bigot; he felt that my friend saw into
hiz character, and hated him for his aceieness.  For
me *the sword of religion” latterly affected the
warmest regard, and when I took leave of him, he
prayed that I might beeome a Mobummudan, 1
did not believe that his wish had even sincerity to
recommend it, and we had so many times come to
the conclusion that be was an arrant rascal, that I
did not feel in the least degree obliged to him; but,
politician as I bad become, I thanked him for his
congideration, and bade him adicu as though he had
heen one of the best men in the world,

We marched from Ghoondee Munsoor Khan on
the 10th of November ; our own party, two Syuds
of Pisheen (the one a friend, and the other a
follower of Muheen Shalh), and a Khanehzid, or
home-bred slave, balf negro half Afighaun, who
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called our host master. We had given two of our
horses and some money for three camels, which
cartied our baggage and the Lahorce. Muheen
Shah lent one of his horses to Karaumut Al, and
mounted me upon a Chahargoosht, or four-eared®
Bokhara pony, a stout shapgy animal, not unlike &
a bear, which had been traived to a quick and easy
amble.  We made a short march of sixteen miles Lo
the Dooree nver, in the bed of which there was
much mood water, Iive miles on the road was the
brook Arghestaun, the water of which is famed for
its exeellence.  Almud Shah Doorravnee, we were
assured, would drink no other when be was at Can-
dubar, and by his orders 1t had been weighed 1n a
seale with other waters, and proved to be far lighter
than any of them.

11th, — Thirty-one miles to Kullah Futoollah.
After three miles, we got upon the road coming from
Cundahar, near to Lylee Mujnoon, a high rock,
under which there is a spring of water.  Somoe ae-
count lor the wame of this rock, by asserting, that
“ that orpament of frantic lovers, the heart-consumed,
anguish-pierved Mujnoon,” threw himsell from its
peak, in order to convinee the father of * the Ewpress
in the dominion of lovelivess, Lylee, the heart-ra-
vishor,” that he was really in love. They assert
that he fell upon his legs, and that where he lighted
the spring pushed ; but there are others again, who,

# Zo ealled, bocamse e animals eors are usually slic in two.
n 2
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presuming on their college education, treat the story
as an idle tradition, and go so far as even to doubt
whether Mujnoon was ever in this part of the coun-
try. There, however, as our friend’s friend acutely
remarked, stands the rock, and at its foot the spring,
and a man may believe just as much or as little of the
tale as he feels inclined to.

Kullah Fut, or Put-collah (for the Affghauns ge.
nerally use p for £, is a mud fort, situated in a broad
bare valley, four miles beyond a narrow line of hilis,
called Gautee, which run nearly parallel with the
range of Khojeh Amraun. The Noorzves who inha-
bited the fort, Muoheen Shah warned us as we were
riding up, were a set of great Namrauds (Anglicd
blackguards), whom it would be well to have nothing
to say to; and hiz words were shortly verilied, for a
man of the crowd which assembled round us to hear
the news and sell necessaries, began to quarrel with
him about the price of something, Words ran very
high till our friend, finding that his epponent’s voice
was the lowdest, and that as a stranger he was fight-
ing at disadvantage, tumed to the crowd, and haold-
ing up his hands, exelaimed, * Very well! very well!
I say not a word more! but please God, you will
see some accident befall that man before cight days.
Only wait ecight days! Inshallah Taullah! the eurse
of Syud Muhcen Shah will not go to the wind.  In-
shallsh Taullah!" and then be turned away, mutter-
ingr, and looking as black as possible,

This very much altered the state of affairs, for
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these men well knew the name of our patron, though
they had not till then been aequainted with his per-
son, and they sought to pacify him. The quarreller
attempted to keep up his high tone, but he pre-
sently slunk away on socing the turn that the matter
had taken. Muheen Shah for a time indignantly
refused to listen to those who now crowded round
lim, with endeavours to appease his anger. He
wore the appearance of a deeply injured person, and
would only answer their apologies by quictly repeat-
ing, *“No, no; say nothing! say nothing! only wait
eight days.” At last the offender was brought be-
tween two of his friends to ask pardon, and when he
had humbly eried  Tobu” (peceavi), Muheen Shah
sitffered himself to be entreated, and took off the
anathema, gravely cengratulating the man upon his
timely submission, and warning him not to trust his
topgue again in a dispute with a Syud of Sha-
deexye.

We here witnessed another instance of these peo-
ple's eredulity. A woman with a swollen arm came
in the evening to Mubieen Shah to be cured, when he
spat upon the limb, and muttered something, order-
ing her to remain quiet and do no work. The next
morning the woman came with a plate of raising as a
thanks-offering to cur friemd, saying that the swelling
was redueed, ond that she felt much better, Muheen
Shah magnanimously refused to aceept the raisins,
but he took all the eredit of the cure, and the woman
went away blessing him.
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We could not fail to observe that there was a con-
siderable portion of cunning mixed up with the Shah's
superstition, and 1 was sorry to remark it, for [ felt
so much obliged to the man, that 1 wished to consider
him above the mean immorahties, a disposition for
which I am now inclined to think all Asiatics imbibe
with their mother's milk. I regretted the discovery
also on a eelfish principle, for if' you happen to see
one of your best friends impose upon another, it is
difficult to exclude from your mind a lurking doubt
of his perfect sineerity towards yourself  However
a second, more powerfully selfish, feeling interfered
to prevent our laying the first one too much to heart;
we profited too well by our patron’s eonduct to feel
beyond measure disgusted at it, and in all things re-
lating to his treatment of us, he was, to use the
praise of the Lahorec, not a wman, but a Ferishtah, a
very angel of a man.

12th.—As we were shivering round a fire in our
poosteens, an hour before sunrise, an old graybeard,
with a fresh, golden-pippin sort of complexion, eame
up and laughed at us for looking so cold.  He told
us that he was a native of the hills of Toba, where
the snow lay for five months in the year, and where
in summer the water was so cold, that you could not
take a long draught of it. He was ninety years old,
he said, and had lately married his third wife, and he
talked as if' there was no likelibood of his dying for
the next fifty years.

Trom Kullah Putoollah we rode across the valley
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twenty-four miles to Chokee, a small spring of good
water, at the entrance of the Khojeh Amraun hills.
After we had travelled six miles, Syud Muheen led
us oft the road some little distance, to show us an
extraordinary excavation, called Bhoulee Khan-e-
Aulum, or the Well of the Lord of the World, A
passage some cight or ten feet broad, and two hun-
dred paces in extent, was cut down throngh hard
grm"l.‘“:,f earth, to a circular chamber of, if I recollect
right, about twenty-one fect diamcter, which had
been sunk |mr;mn:li1:ul:1rl:.’, like a well, to a depth of
perhaps one hundred feet below the surface.  Trom
this level a small well had been dug, in which there
was water at the depth of thirty feet, and which we
were told was often used by the shepherds, who, in
different parts of this plain, have dug other wells
from which to water their sheep.

Who Khari-e- Aulum was, it does not appear. Like
the King of Bohemia, he is deseribed as *a certain
king,” whi was marching at the head of a large army;
arriving at this spot very thiesty, and being un-
able to got any thing to drink, he ordered a halt, and
commanded that water should be found while he
glept ; upon which the troops set to work, and la-
boured so strenuously, that a goblet of water was
presented to * The Lord of the World” on his
awakening. It was a valley of wonders, for we were
shown a rocky hill in the distanee, whenee on a cer-
tain night every ycar would come the sound of sharp
firing of wmusketry, and groans like those of dying
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men, sounds which, whatever they were, were not
mortal.

Ten miles on the road from Kullah Putoollah,
we crossed the dry bed of the Kudunny, which holds
water only in winter and spring, and towards sunsot
we arrived at the foot of the Khejeh Amraun hills,
We all felt inclined to halt-at the springr, except
Muhcen Shah, who said that we must et on as lar
as possible that night, so as to pass a police station
before light on the next day’s march ; and accord-
ingly we rode on,

The Khojeh Amraun hills are a broad range,
which rise gradually above cach other to the main
linc, “The first are very low, and the highest have
no great altitude.  From Chokee spring to the foot
of the main range, a distance of about four miles,
our road was on a gradual ascent, and it was bordered
by many hittle dells, mn which grew khunjuek trees
and many shrubs, . In spring,” said Muheen Shah's
friend, * it is Belisht here (Paradise); the snow
melts into clear nlls, and a light cool air is always
blowing, to bear to you the fragrance of a thousand
odours from the shrubs and flowers which cover the
hills.”  We were too weary to applaud this poctical
description, having ridden without food all day ; and
Syud Muheen led on without the least regard to our
fatigue. We crossed the highest ridge by a steep
and narrow but short ascent, and then, descending
leisurely two and a half or threc miles, by o rocky
and winding path, halted for the night at a spet where
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the road opencd out between the vocks, We made
a blazing fire of sticks, upon which we placed the
trunk of a tree, and then, making a frugal meal of
bread and water, betook ourselves to a comfortable
slumber. ‘The camel:, which were up with us at
Chokee, did not arrive till within an hour of mid-
night, so difficelt was the path to them.

Very carly the next morning, Mubeen Shah
made us march on, in order that we misht escape
particular notice at the dreaded station, Tt was six
miles, by a broad good road, to the outlet of the hills,
where, at a post called Chookee Shumshoo khan,
we were stopped by a party of the Pisheen Hikim's
wen, and ordercd to pay duty upon cur camel-loads.
It was now sunrise, so that Muhecen Shali's abjeet in
burrying us on bad been frustrated ; but he knew
what was to be done in such a case, therefore de-
sirlmg mec to wrap my poosteen about me, and sit
apart, 50 as to let it appear that 1 was unwell, he set
bimself to make friends with the colleetors of eus-
tows, and when he had said a fatcheh for one, and
spoken encouraging thingd to the others, he told
them that he was i an extraordinary burry, and
begred that they would not detain bis eamels.  The
beasts, he protested, were only laden with pomegra-
nates, which e was going to tuke to the Hakim at
Quetta; the horse-merchants were anxiously waiting
his arrival, as it was time they should be on the road
to India, and he had much to do before starting, &e.
My companions, he said, were return pilgrims, Ia
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lad of Heraut, son to Syud somecbody®s fricnd, and
very ick with the yellow complaint, as they might
sec; and to make a long story short, he gave them
a bribe, and they let us pass.

Five miles to the right. of this [oEt, was visiblo
the castle of the Hikim of these trustwaorthy fellows,
Abdoollah Khan Atchickzye; a man so notorious
for his villany, that (aceording ta the Shab's idea)
there was no reason to entertain the slightest seruple
of conscienen for having cheated him.

Ten miles from the outlet of the hills, our road
entered a jungle of tamarisk wood, which runs far up
the Pisheen valley : through this we rode six miles
to a nver called Lora, which comes from Burshore,
as stated by Mr., Elphinstone, ‘The water of this
stream was rather muddy, and lay in a decp bed of
soft crumbling carth.  We crossed where the water
was about three feet deep, and rode four miles
beyond, to Shideezye, the khail of the best families
of the Syuds of Pisheen.

Our coming was observed when we were at some
distonce from the khail, and all the Syods whe
happened to be at howe came out io welcome ws,

There were twenty or more men, and a crowd of
fine children, who discontinued their sports when we
dismounted from our horses, and stood in a body
respeetfully behind their elders.

Gravity being considered a preat sign of wisdom
in these countries, there was no hively expression of
pleasure at the mecting, but mwuch ceremonious
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salutation, sclemn repetition of inquiries after
healths, and hugrging ; which being duly over, Syud
Muheen walked to a small enclosure, within which
was the grave of his deccased elder brother, where
he stood some time in prayer.  After his l:]:f?‘rﬁﬂ;il.in
had been accomplished, he introduced uws to his
younger brather, and then led us to the eourt of his
own residence, within which he pitched a small tent
for our accommodation, 1 need scarcely add, that we
received hospitable treatment as long as we re-
mained here.
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CHAPTER V.

Khojels Ammaun, Speen Taizle, aml Toba hills=Ynlley of Pishcon—
Shorawuck aml Slwoeyrsod—Inhabitants of Pishera=story of the
Bhideerye, Wydersye, ond Kerlolals Syeds— Allglaun secial lilie—
ersonal narmnive |]'Hr.||:|5' u sgjourn at Esliewi.

Tue range of hills named by Mr ElEihiﬂ.‘il‘.l,HlE
IKhojeh Amraun, or rather that portion of it which is
visible from the valley of Pisheen, runs N.NLE, and
5.8 W, We crosscd it by what is termed the Koz-
huek cotul, four miles to the left-of which, viewed
from Pisheen, is another similar pass, called Rog-
hanee ; and again, six miles to the left of Roghanee
cotul, is the pass of Ghwozhe, which comes through,
not over, the hills, and is passable by any thing.

Tlis range has three mames.  Speen Taiche,
Khojeh Awraun, and Toba.  The eentre, or Khojeh
Amraun division, extends from a point twelve miles
to the right, er nerth-north.castwand, of Kozhuck
cotul, to another point about twenty-cight miles to
the left of it. ‘The Speen “laizhe division runs to
the south-south-westward of Khojeh Amraun, twenty.-
four miles, when the range ends in zand. Where
the Khojch Amraun division ends {twelve miles) on



SPEEN TAIZHE AND TODA MNILLS. 109

the right of Kozhuck cotul, the hilla take the name
of Toba, with which they run up a hundred and
sixty miles, to Murgha in DBukhtecaurce country.
They first, according to my information, go through
the country inhabited by the Noorzyes Ahmud
Khan ; but I confess that I am not certain about the
cours¢ of these hills beyond Pisheen, as I do not
know where cither the Noorzves Almoud Kban or
the Murgha Bukhtecaurces are seated. At best, a
traveller across this country must feel much uncer
tainty in laying down chain: of mountains from
native report.  The land is covered with irregular
hills, to almest every peak or turn of which the
people give a scparate mame, and it is only by
learning that several parallel routes come to cotuls
about the sume line, that you may presume them to
cut a conneeted range.  When I was secking infor-
mation in Pisheen, 1 was entreated not to appear
curious about the country, but to wait for Syud
somcbody, who would join us on the warch, whe
knew all the hills in Khorassaun. This person (if
there was such a person) did not join us, and it was
pot till after our arrival in Hindoostin, that 1
obtained the latter part of the information which
has been given above.

Every body gave the same account of the dimate
of Toba. Between the long and severe winters
which the inhabitants of these hills experience, they
enjoy a very delivious elimate: the tops of the hills
are table-lands, which are greatly cultivated by
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means of the water which springs every where in
abundance ; one enthusiastic resident of this part of
the country, in describing it said, that even if there
was not water there, the very air would raise the
crops,

The valley of I"isheen, or as it is sometimes called
Pisheng, is formed by the Khojch Amraun range,
and another nearly parallel but scanty line called
Ajrum, which divides it from the provinee of Shaul.
The valley is thirty miles broad, and twice that dis-
tance in length, and apparently iz high land between
Burshore and Shorawuck, for at both of these places
we heard great aceounts of the ealtivation, while the
water of the river which runs down Pisheen, lies in
so decp a bed, that it cannot well be raised for the
purpozes of agriculture.

Lora is the Pushtoo for river.  The Pisheen lora,
as stated by Mr. Elphinstone, has its rise at a spot
called Tubbye, above Burshore, which is a small fer-
tile tract at the head of the Pisheen valley. The
stregm has the name of Aub-e.Burshore during its
course from Tubbye to the end of the district ; there
it receives the water of the Soorkaub, a stream of the
same size, and flows on down the valley with the
name of Lora, or, the river.

The khail of Shodeczye is built on the bank of
another lora, which rises at a place called Ser-e-aub,
ten miles to the southward of the town of Quetta. It
comes up to Hyderzye khail, then turning, flows
down past Shideezye, four miles or so below which
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it joins the Pisheen lora, and the united streams flow
on past Shorawuek and Shorarcod, one hundred and
twenty miles, into an aub-istaada, or lake, described
as cight miles in eirewit,

Shorawuek and Shorsrowd are two distriets about
twenty wiles distant from cach other, which, being
well irrigated by the waters of the lora, are greatly
cultivated with wheat, barley, and bajra, of which
grain, of the last especially, many camel-loads are
yearly exported to Kelawte-e Nusseer, Pisheen, &e.
Wien the snow melts and runs from the mountains
in spring, the loras, alter their junetion, form a deep
and rapid stream.  The lake which reecives their
waters appears to be on the border of the sandy de-
sert ;3 it deereases wuch in size during the bot months,
but it 15 never dj':,-'. A young Syud, who told me
that he had spent several days there shooting wild
fowl with ball, said, * The lake is deep at food
(spring) time, but the sand drinks so much water,
that a man does not know how much flows to it then,
and at other times the coltivators draw the water off
before it reaches the lake”

Pisheen is inhabited by Tor Tereens, by differcnt
families of’ Syuds, sl a fow Humsayehs, or natura.
lized atrangers,  Situated between the well-cultivated
districts of Burshore and Shorawuck, the Pishcengees
can be casily supplicd with grain from either quarter ;
yet still the Tereens cultivate portions of the valley
by means of canaut and rain water, DBoth they and
the Syuds posscss flocks of sheep, which thrive, as
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elsewhere, upon very little.  Formerly the Syuds of
Pisheen held the best part of the valley in free
tenure, but the rebel Siedars resumed all the crown
rrants, in spite of the remonstrances, nay threats, of
the holy men, and the latter now occupy themselves
rather with commerce than with agriculture.

The far-famed Syuds of Pisheen are divided into
three classes: the Shideeaye, Hyderaye, and Ker-
bolabee, The Shadeesyes call themselves the first,
thoush I imagine the Hyderzyes make as much of
themselves ; but neither admit the Kerbolah-cos to
any thing like an equality ; for 2s the credit of their
supernatural virtues is valuable, they are anxious to
share it with as fow as possible.  The following ae-
count of these esteemed men was extracted by my
fricnd Koraumut Ali from the Tuarikh-e-khan Je-
han-e,  The Syud's own traditional account differs
somewhat from i, but as neither is true, the disere-
pancy is of no great consequence,

Kyse, Abd.ool Resheed, or * the slave of the
Deity,” is looked up to by the Afighauns as the
ancestor to whom they owe their conversion to Islim
and they say that Mobummud, charmed with his zeal
and gallantry in the cause, gave him the title of
¢ Buthan-e Islam,” or * the keel of the faith,”
whence is supposed to have been derived the word
Puthan, the name by which Affrhauns are designated
in Hindoostan.

Iifth in gencration from Kyse Abd-ool Resheed,
descended Haroon. He was a fakeer, a poor devout
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man, who possessed one goat and one daughter, and
subsisted chicfly upon what he got in the chase.

One day that Haroon was out hunting as usual,
four Wullee Oollah (that is, friends of God, or holy
men) having with them a lad, eame to the tent,
His daughter “ was a girl of understanding, who had
been well brought up,” and she hagtened to welcome
the strangers in her father’s name, baked a eake for
their immediate refreslonent, and killed the goat to
tress it for their dinner. At even time Haroon re-
turned from the chase, empty-handed and wearied,
but he blessed his furtune when he found who had
come under the shelter of his tent; he praised his
daughter for her good conduct, then, forgetting his
fatigue, set himself assiduously to wait upon his
rucsts, washing their hands, amd serving them at
meat, 8o, and at might, when they reticed to rest, he
grave them up his own covering,.

The next morning, when the holy men were about
to depart, Haroon frankly told them his eireum.
stances ; that there romnained to him in the world
but one thing,—his donghter; but e declared that
rather than allow men of their chareter to leave his
door without a preseot, he would give them that
daughter, whom they might sell, or themselves retain
as a slave.

Charmed with the posd man'’s dizinterestedness,
the Wullee Ocllah expressed their determination to
reward him for it. Ilis daughter, they said, they
would marry to the lad who was with them, a youth

VOL. 11 1
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of holy origin, by name Syud Doorjamaul, and they
there made good their words. When they took
leave of the young couple, they blessed them with
all the virtues to which their descendants now lay
claim, and they forctold that seven children should
be the iszue of the marriage, who should inherit their
properties, and be widely known as the Saadzye (or
posterity) of the Syud, and from a corruption of this
ward, or from shidee, signifying marriage, the head
khail of these descendants was named Shideczye,

The Syuds of Hyderzye khail derive their name
from one Syud Hyder, who went out from the head
quarters; therefore it is fair to suppose that they are
as highly gifted as the generality of their connexions
at Shadeezye. I say the generality, because though
Syud Doorjamanl’s virtue is supposed to run more or
less through all the family, it is judged to dwell with
greatest potency in the persons of the elders, and the
family in the direct line of descent claim the chief
exercise of it.

The origin of the Kerbolah Syuds is thus described
in the book from which the above information was
extracted. When the Wullee Oollah were about to
tuke leave of Haroon, they told him that under a
certain tree, on a certain road, he would find a child,
which had been there exposed to chance:* the

# This relntes fo a .upnm{ﬁnm custom which prevails in parts of
the Enst. Bometimes a parent whose child will not thrive, or who,
pothnps, has lost several clildren successively, decide that on evil fnie

awends him, and fearing therefore the death of the infant, he expoes
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foundling they said, was a Syud, and they dirccted
Haroon to adopt and cherish it, and call its name
Kerbolth ; then, it is said, they predicted moch good
fortune to him and the child, and departed in a very
mysterions manner.

The Shideezye Sveds affeet not to be very sure
about the last section of the abeve history, nor are
they content with that part of it which relates to
themselves in particular, for they contend that they
can trace their descent from the martyr [lossein
throurh Syud Donrjamaul, who, they say, was one of
four brothers, Door-*jamanl, Doorjelavl, Door-ka.
maul, and Door-delail.  Doorjelaul s the man
widely known as Svud Jelaulooddeen Bokharee, who
rose to fame at DBokhara, and afterwards settled in
the city of Ooch, where he died and was buried.
His genealogy is traced from Hossein 3 but, aceord.
ing to all that I can gather from some of the most
esteemed Soonnee writers, he had only one brother,
whieh is rather arainst the Pisheen Syud’s elaim.

It is very difficult to get at the truth of a story
which 1s thought good enough Lo be adopted by se-
veral parties, for no one scruples to alter the cireum-
ity 1 the bupe thnt some wore fortapa e person will ook upon awd
adopt it. | fmsagier that very lew Melinmmudars wanld loesiiare o
act '|.I|1::|u1:|l: of e pood Saniridion b @ el thns east oot wie
koow nn ald Todian Svid g Meshied whe bad sdopted o fowmdlig oy,
and le complumed that the Gcleer, seing lis son grown into a line
young mam, hosl declared limeelf, winl was continsially endovouring 1o
recorer bis avwn Hisle aml Glooed.

* The word Doar {Fearly prefized to e sbove names, i o luvoar-

ite term of bonour with the MEyglavns,
1 2
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stances of it to serve a special purpose or a prejudice,
and what one knave writes, twenty fools copy. A
Soonnee who traced his ancestry up to some Feer®
or other, whom he wished to prove related to Syud
Jelaulooddecn, showed me a clumsily devised Poosht-
nameh,t which deduced the origin of the Syud from
Hossein's :on Al Asghur, who was killed when he
was but six months old; and when I happened to
apply to an Indian Sheah Moolli for infurmation, he
eaid, ** All that I know about that Jelaulooddecn s,
that on the eighth day of the month Mohwrrum,t we
give breakfasts, when before each person is placed a
sweet milk eake, some radishes, ginger, onions, mint,
cheese, sweetmoents, and a basin of mutton broth ;
then, as we eat, we invoke curses upon him, and his
father, and his futher's father, and upon all the dogs
of the same faith who came, before and after him;
and upon all these who did follow, do follow, and
will follow them: snd to every curse that one in-
vokes, the rest ery, * Desh bud ! way it be worse
than that! and be it upon him who ceboes it not, or
who leels sick at hearing i !"™

Ask a Sheab if Jelavlooddeen was not a Syud, he
answers, * Yes, in the line of Jaffer the har, to which
hangs the following tale: When Iluzrot Imsum-e.

& Tlae lecad of n religions soa, t Podisree,

§ The aunkversary of the day on which Ablas, the brother of A6,
fell o martyr at koeebolah,  “The Shealis on s doy give breakfss, o
commemormte bin suderings, and vent thieir sploco wpon the seet who
cnused them.
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Hussan Uskeree was at the death of his father de-
clared Imaum, his younger brother Jaffer disputed
the title with him; upon which it was agreed that
they should seek a Hookum® at the shrine of Huzrut
Ali. They went together to the tomb of the saint,
and separately addressed the following salutation to
b :—¢ Ussalvamo Aleike Yah Al Ibn-e Ubbee
Toulib ' Peace be upon you, O Al the son of
Aboo Taulib. To which a veoiee from the tomb an-
swercd—* Mo dleikoom Swleem Yol Imaum-e
Hussan Uskeree! And upon you be peace, O
Imaum Hussan Uskeree ! This settled the question,
and from that day Jaffer bore the name of * Kuzzauh,”
the liar. Soonnees mame him Jaffer-e-Tuwwaub,
Jaffer the penitent, and are not ashamed to trace
their descent from him ; but the Sheahs altogether
deny his lesitimaey, and when it does not suit them
to allow a Syud’s pedigree, they ingraft it wpon Jaf-
for Kuzzaub's family tree.

However, the reputation of Syud Jelaulooddeen is
too well established to be much shaken by such as.
saults, and as he belongs to the strongest party, the
greater number of Mohummudans are bound to be-
lieve the following account of him.

The original name of Huzrut Syud Jelaulooddeen
Bokharee, Ullah  Sircahoo,t waz Syud Hossein,
Jelanlooddeen significs eminent in veligion, and was
the title miven him on account of bis excellence. In

* In this sense, o decision by omcle,
+ Thie blissed E}ud. Jelzulooddeen of l]u].:kmn.} may God i:lcl!'tr}'
tlee place of his rest!
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his youth, the Prophet (upon whom the bighest
blessing and the most perfect peace ) appeared to him
in o dream of the night, and commanded him to go
to the King of Bokhara, who would give him a daugh_
ter in marriage.

In obedience to the fortunate mandate, the Syud
took his excellent presence to Bokhara, and repairing
to the gate of the Shah’s palace, desired the partics
to go and tell the King that the som of a Syud,
whose name was Shah Hossein, and who had lately
become a young man, had come to marry his daugh-
ter. "The servants took in this plain message to the
King, who fell into such anger at what he decmed his
insolence, that he commanded the audacious stranger's
head to be instantly taken off; but the Vuzeer, hint-
ing that as the youth was the son of a Syud, such a
summary act would not look well in the eyes of the
people, suggested that the offender should be impri-
soned, and had him sent to the royal cook-room,
there to abide the Shah’s pleasure.

It was determined by the King and his sage mi-
nister quictly to smother the audacious stranger, and
when a quarter of the night was gone, they shut him
up in a bot oven. The King then went to bed, but
in his sleep the Prophet appeared to him with an
angry countenance, and said, * O sinner, what pre-
sumption bas possessed thee to shut up one of my
descendants in an oven.”  The King, awakening in
terror, on the instant,, with naked head and feet, re-
paired to the cook-reom, and threw open the oven
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door, when he beheld Syud IMossein seated com-
posedly inside, unseorched, and devoutly reading the
Korin. Calling him forth, the King fell at his fect,
and besceched pardon for his great mistake, then
leading the holy man to the roval apartment, he at
once gave him a Princess for wife, and loaded him
with honours. This is why the Syud is ecalled
Bokharee.

This being about one of the best stories going
among the Soonnees, it is no wonder that the Fisheen
Syuds should have endeavoured to identify them.
selves with it.  They are illiterate men, who would
have no objection to abide by any good tradition
that served to raise them in their own conceit, and
in the estimation of their superstitious countrymen.
It is, however, but doing them justice to say, that
they are to the full as great enthusiasts as cheats;
that, the state of society considered, they do not
make a bad use of their influence ; and that, whether
from consideration of their gentle bloed, or from a
neecssary care of their conduet, they are far more
respectable, and much better behaved men than
their neighbours.

We remained cight days in Shadeesye kbail, and
were kindly treated by all the people. Muheen
Shal's friends, 1 believe, for the most part thought
that, to use their style of expreesion, he had “ ruined
his house” by becoming surety for a stranger; but
since he had ewbarked his fortune in such a venture,
they felt themselves bound to put a good face uper
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the matter. When we left Ghoondoe Munzoor
Khan, I could scarcely sit upon my horse; three
days afterwards, such was the effect of change of ar
in this fine climate, 1 was suffering only from the
weakness consequent upon my illness.  Perhaps also
1 partly owed the amendment to the free use of the
juice of fresh pomegranates, a sack of which fruit
Mubicen Shal had  brovght from Candahar, 1
mention the circumstanee, because it gives me plea.
surg to note a trait of the kind attention which 1
throughout experienced from him.

At our friend’s house I rapidly recovered strenprth,
and amused myself’ by strolling about to observe the
manners of this society, My great desire to vide up
aml down the valley, was opposzed by Muheen Shah,
who begged me not to ro abroad, lest auy of the
liorse-merchants assembled in Pisheen should report
me to the llakim, Abdoollah Khan, who would
certainly detain us, and probably make his protection
of me an excuse for ruining his family 3 so of course
I did not press the point.

The khail of Shiadeeaye consists of about one
hundred and fifty familics, whose houses are built in
two villages, which are close to each other, and
situated at o distance of two hundred yards from the
crumbling bank of the lora. A few of the best re-
sidenees are built with thick mud walls, covered with
beams, but the greater number are mere buts, How-
ever they all seemed to live comfortably, and to take
a very lnudable eare of each other. In Muheen
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Shah's little court there was a house which he had
given up to the family of a poor Syud, and he aod
the other heads of the khail gave the man grain, and
such things as were necessary for his family—* for
the sake of God, and that he might pray for them,”

Our friend's residence consisted of a line of low
rooms, which oceupicd one side of’ the court. There
were no signs of riches in his establishment, but that
was no better evidence of his condition than was his
personal appearance. It 15 not politic for a man to
cxhibit hiz wealth o such a country, and Muheen
Shah pointed out to me, in confulence, several exees-
sively dirty fellows, who wore reputed among them-
selves to be very well to do in the world.

The men were busily engaged during the day,
gome with theie horses, which were picketed all
round the khal, preparatory Lo being taken to India
fur sule, while others, or their male slaves, would take
camels to the tamansk wood, to bring in a store of
fucl to last their familics during the approaching
vold season,

The females and ther bondswomen were well
busied in houwschold labour; reparing to the river to
fll water-skins, which they woulid bring back upon
their heads, cooking food for the men entertained as
gropms, and preparing necdful things for their re-
latives' journey.  Labour and exposure had, 1 faney,
made many of the women look older than they were,
and less handsome than they otherwise might have
been, but there werenot wanting among themnsome sun-



122 DPRE3Z OF THE WOMEN,

burnt beauties, as I had opportunities of observing
for though their manmers were very vetiring and
modest, living, as they were, like one separate family,
they were not restrained by the rules which bind wo-
men who reside in cities, therefore instead of covering
up their figures, and peeping through slips of bob-
bin-net, as the Persian women do, they wore plaids
thrown loasely over their heads like the veils worn by
Indian women, which but half:concealed their fes-
tures, and frequently, when engaged in household
occupations, they allowed their veils to fall upon th eir
shoulders, so as to discover their heads. The hair was
worn & la Madonna, and 1 remarked one very pretty
girl, living near us, who lLud plaited hers where
it, was parted ; a coiffure which I take the liberty of
strongly recommending to the notice of ladses of all
nations.

The apparel of the women was simple, consisting
of a long chemise, which fell froan the neck to the
heels, trousers fitting tightly round the ankle, and
the plaid or veil above deseribed ; and, like Scoteh-
women, they appeared to feel génde in shoes.

This leads me to the tale of Muheen Shah's griev-
ances, which, when we were at his kullah near Can-
dahar, he promised to tell me all about. On the
road he had given me several hints that he had some.
thing in petto for Syud Syfos, and when we had
been a day or two at Shideezye, he unburdened his
mind in a long conversation with me.

1t appeared that, on some occasion when the khail
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did not, he thought, pay sufficiont respect to his
opinion, he had paired off with Syud Syfoo, and, a8
he candidly confessed, made a fool of himself, by
building, at joint expense, the kullah in which we
had stayed at Ghoondee Munsoor Khan, However,
as the money was burnt, he bugan to leave off think-
ing about it, but his chum soon gave him other
trouble for his thoughts, by insisting upon the neces-
sity of building this and that upon the joint account,
and moreover teaching bis wife to be dissatisfied be-
cause she had not fifty useless things which Syud
Syloo gave his own wives; but worst of all, when he
returned this last time to his howe, he found—that
his spouse had forsaken the ways of the Pisheen
Syudances (1 thought he was going to tell me that
she had changed some material part of her faith).
She had grown ashamed of the simple and modest
habiliments which became the wife of a Syud of
Pisheen, and arrayed herselt splendidly in silk and
satin & e Persanne !

This, he said, be could not overlook ; he had given
his lady a bit of his mind, and Inshallah Tallah! he
had a hoonur (stratagem) which would astonish his
brother-in-law,  * This evening,” concluded be,
+¢ you will see the chiel’ Syuds come, in the name of
all the kbail, to wake a formal request that I will
send for my fumily to reside among them, 2a it s
fitting the house of a peerkhanch should. 1 will
make a great favour of complying with their request,
and then it will be known that 1 have listened to the
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desire of the khail. My ¢ House' will be sent for, az 1t
were in their name, and then Syud Syfoo and his
Persian women may make the most of the kullah.”

In cffect, at evening came & deputation of clders
to wait upon Muheen Shoh, as he had taught me to
expect, and a long hour did they sit and argue with
our fricnd, who met their words with loud Pushtoo
orations, and, to judge from the tone of liis voice,
scemed quite opposed to their wishes. At last,
however, he slackened, and allowed himself to be
entreated ; thanks and adulations were lavished upon
him, and he gave a finish to the artifice, by putting
on the air of a man who had sacrificed a private feel-
ing to a deep sense of public duty.

‘The passion for intrigue appears o be inscparable
from the character of an Asiatic. Throughout the
eastern world it is the main spring of every action,
affairs of state and the petty details of life being alike
managed by it; and to such an extent is the feeling
carricd, that I really think 1 am justified in saying,
that if' & man were sure of gaining his point by going
straight to it, he would risk the loss of it rather than
not work it out by intrigue. A monareh who writes
himself the Pole Star, the Grasper, the Asylum, the
Tather, and what not clse of the world, and who is
represented as powerful as Fate, exalted as the Plei-
ades, and dignificd as Jupiter; the Sovereign of the
gze of the world ; Tuler of the sea and land ; who
needs but nod his august head to causc those of a
thousand of his too fortunate slaves to roll at his feet,
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has his brain full of plots and stratagems, the greater
part of which are gs unkingly as superfluous ; and
below him, from the prime minister to the peasant,
affairs of the greatest moment and most trivial con-
sequence must be directed by it; so assiduously do
they beap intrigue upon intrigue, that they must
sometimes be very much puzzled to know whether
they are not plotting against themselves,

Mubeen Shah and 1 had beecome so very intimate,
that he did not seruple to tell me all his seerets, It
is impossible that a man ean live with the weight of
an unshared grievanee upon his breast, and my friend,
perhaps feeling himself safer with me than with bis
own people, was glad of an opportunity of relieving
his mind confidentially ; at least he always appeared
much lighter when he had said out his say. Nor
did he, on other occasions, scruple to talk about
domestic matters when he saw that they anused and
intevested me.  Womanhood is a delicate topie to
discourse upon with a Mohummudan, but Mubeen
Shah had received kindness at the hands of two or
three ladies of gentlemen with whom he had dealt in
the course of his professional wandenngs in Brtish
Indiz, and had seen muech of the freedom of our life,
therefore he was not in the least shocked or ashamed
to answer me when 1 inguired about the customs of
the females of his eountry. His * Asherut khanum,”
or Lady of delight—

# The bwed of all others, whose smile was the Tight
Tlaat kit up lis Harem, lis brasteous and Lrighe,”
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was, be told me, at Caubul ; a beautiful creature of
thirteen {my friend was some cight-and-forty years old)
whom he would really show me, English fashion, if
ever I came to Caubul. Onee set the Shah upon
the theme of this love, and there was searcely a pos-
sibility of diverting his thoughts ; she was so beauti-
ful and graceful,—I forget his extravagant similes,—
30 every thing that was perfection; and he loved
her the more, that he had long woned, and with dii-
fieulty won her; for her parents were of high rank,
and though, of course, they esteemed him, they
thought him not rich enough, or that they mght
marry her to some one of their own rank; and the
mother made a difficulty about his having other
wives ; but at last they recollected that he was a
Poerkhaneh of Shideczye, and all that, and over-
came their scruples; and when at last every thing
waz settled, he so increased in fut, from very jn}*’
that his clothes would searcely contain him,

His first, rest Ler soull had died some years ago,
leaving him the pledge which he had shown me (a
dirty little boy); perbaps he should take a fourth a
year or two henco; why not? the Drophet, upon
whom be peace, had four, and offspring were rare
things; but still he did not know,—the one at Cau-
bul was such a sweet creature | so sweet,—that were
she to spit in the salt waves of the sea, they would
beeome honey!  And then the second one was a good
girl at heart :—pood when he was near at hand to
keep her in order |
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My friend’s method of keeping a woman in order
was & striking one.  He had occasion one day, he re-
lated, to corveet his wile, and he took up a bridle for
the purpose. Unfurtunately the iron bit which was
at the end of it swang round and struck her on the
side, and then he knew that she was really hurt, for
she left off sereaming, and lay down upon the ground
and moaned. He was very sorry, very sorry indeed,
for he never would have struck her to hurt her in
such 2 manner, but he prescrved his dignity, and
walked away, and morcover he kept aloof from her for
two days, when she came and assured him of her
humble eontrition, and promised not to offend again.
“ However,” added the Shab, * 1 determined pever
to strike a woman again except with my hand,—
never except with my hand,—and 1 am not sure now
but that it is rood not to strike a woman at all, for I
have scen your countrymen's beebees in India, and
they are not beaten ;—but then again, your women
have understanding, and do not make fools of them-
selves.”

1 took the liberty of asking my friend what fault his
wife had committed. * I will tell you,” said he. *One
day I observed that she wore something hung from
her neck, and told her to show it to me : she refused
till I became angry, and when she did take it off and
show it, I saw that it was a charm, which she had
'pmcumd from some one or other, in order to keep me
at home, 1 ordered her to take some water and rub
the ink off the paper, but ghe not only would not obey
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me, but refused to give it to me even, keeping it fast
closed in her band; so I took up the bridle and
threatened her, but still she kept it, saying that I
should not travel, but remain at howe!  What could
I do #"—* Do!" exclaimed I, with an indignation
which quite astomished the Shah, *why it was an
instance of great affiection for vou ; she wished to re-
tain you near her!"—* Oh! yes,” said he, * that is
all very well, but il T were not to travel, 1 wonder
who would provide for the house, and what would
become of the Afika Mealika.®

I hope that any lady who may chance to read this
will not think my friend a monster, otherwise 1 shall
regret having wade public details of o eonnubial
fracas which he confided to me in the honest sim-
plieity of his heart. By nature, the Shal was onc of
the most tender-hearted of men, but the prejudices
in which bhe hal been educated, made him think that
a strong demenstration of authority was neeessary to
maintan the diseipline of his house.  “The worst part
of his deed was, by his own telling, accidental, for he
only had recourse to the bridle as a last resource,
when all his condescending requests had failed ; and
the ungallant ideas which prompted him to the use of
it, were derived from too ]ﬁgl: i npil:iun of liz sex ;
an error naturally to be entertained by a man whose
religion teaches him that heis equal to four women,

Neither would I have it inferred from the anccdote

® The childeen, Afka i3 thie Pushioe for cluldren 3 Afafike is a
word added for sound's sake, as if we were to say children pildren.
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that the Affrhauns ill-treat their women ; on the con-
trary, they are both proud and fond of them. Those
who dwell in the country have such confidence in
their women, that if they absent themselves from
their homes, they leave their wives in charge of their
establishments ; and a married woman may without a
shadow of scandal entertain a traveller who happens
to arrive at her husband's tent during his absence
for by these, ns by most other nomade people, a
stranger would be thought to slight the inmates of
a tent which he passed to take rest in another.

The Affghauns have a proverb upon the goodness
of their women, for it is a saying with them, * Go
to Hind for riches, and for pleasure to Cashmerc;
but come to Khorassaun for a wife :" and the women
themselves, [ think I may say, are as well satisfied
with their hushands, and with their condition gene-
rally, as any women in the world. With regaed to
the law which authorizes their husbands to beat
them, the Prophet (on whom be peacel) made it, so
they can have nothing to object to the institution,
much as they may dislike coming under its exercise :
it was only framed for eases of emergency, therclore
when a man enforces it md libitum, he breaks the
law, and there is nothing to prevent anmy man,
Christian or Mobummudan, from beating his wife, if
he cliooses to do it on such terms,

The free manner in which the Affghauns live in
their pastoral societics, not to say that they are a
poetically-disposed poople, causes them to be less

YOL. II. K
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strangers than are most other Mohummudans to the
remance of love, and they indulge in it when, as
young men, they woo their brides; for they have a
custom called Navmzaud bazee, which nearly an-
swers to the old Scottish one of trysting ;—the
lover being privately admitted to interviews with his
mistress, and allowed to court her under the eye of
her mother; the male relatives of the lady, -if the
guitor is a proper man, not being so impertinent as
to know any thing about the matter; and two or
three months, if' not a longer period, are thus plea-
santly passed before the marriage.  But they profess
the strictest morality, and so heinous a crime o
they consider adultery, that they generally take the
law into their own hands, and punish the offenders
with death. A murderer may obtain the refuge
which an adulterer cannot, for the law in the one
caze leaves vengeance to the nearest of kin, while
in the other it imperatively dictates the punishment ;
and I was assured that even had the members of a
khail given shelter to a guilty pair, they would not
withhold them from an injured party who might
come solemnly to demand them.  In illustration of
their fecling on this point, a late instance of stern
principle was related to me in the ease of a man
whose sister fled to him one evening, pursued by
her infuriated husband with a drawn sword.  She
gained his tent, and, ignorant of ler offence, he
prepared to defend her at all bazards, but when the
injured husband solemnly swore that he bad con-
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victed her of adultery, the man became deaf to the
pleadings of his sister, and put her forth to her
husband, who with one blow of his sword struck her
liteless.

"The boys of the khail were, to uge a school term,
e gplendid fellows ;" handsome, fresh-coloured lads,
who were ready for any sport: we stroek up an im-
mense {ricndship with them, and generally had a
large eircle of them round our fire at evening. The
second night after our arrival, a party of these wags,
by means of burmt cork, wool boards, and their
fathers® clothes, metamorphosed  themselves  mto
figures of the patriarchs of Pisheen, and came core-
moniougly to weleome ws to their valley.  The
mummery was got up much in the style of that
which is acted by Neptune and his Tritons, when
unlueky landsmen eross the line for the first time,
and it ended in like manuer,—in our paying trbute
to the lords of the soil, and receiving the assurance
of their fricndship and protection.

We gave them a sheep which they were to kill
and kabaob for themselves, and they were so pleased
with the gift, that they presently returned with their
heads full of an amusement for us.  They said that
somebody’s donkey had died, and that where it had
been carried out across the river, the print of a
hyena's feet hal been marked ; that the beast wonld
surcly come agnin, and that, iff we would ask Syud
Mulicen to ask Syuwd Daoud to come, we would go
out hunting the nest day.

K 2
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Syud Daoud was a dark young man of perhaps
twenty-five years of age, who was quoted by the
boys of the khail as the Nimrod of the age: he
happened to look in upon us at this time, in the
hope of sharing in the contents of our tea-kettle, and,
after a little opposition on the part of Muheen Shah,
we arrapged a hunting-party for the morrow.  We
sot out about sunrise; a dozen of us on horseback,
as many more men on foot, and all the lads of tha
khail, with some fiftcen greyhounds and sheep-dogs.
Syud Daoud took up fresh foot-marks of the hyena
near the eaveass of the donkey, and with the assist-
ance of two or three other experienced men, fracked
the animal a distance of four miles to some large
ravines. Here they lost the foot-marks, the track
being crossed by several others, and the ground
being too hard to receive more than a faint hn-
pression § but after much esearching, what with his
eloar sight, and his knowledge of the different dens
in these ravines, Syud Daoud followed a track to a
hole in the side of a bank, in wlich he deeided that
the animal, being porged, had betaken itscll to
rest.

A semicircle was accordingly formed before the
hole, two or three whe had swords unsheathing them,
and the boys standing fearlessly by them with stones
and sticks, or holding back the yelling dogs.  Syud
Daoud ordered us to be as quiet as poesible, in order
that he might go into the den and tie the beast § Lut
the hyena, alarmed at the barking of the dogs, came
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out upen us unexpectedly, throwing over a man who
stood guard at the entrance with his sword. The
boys, without the Ieast appearance of fear, shouted
and sereamed, while they rained blows upon the
brute’s back with sticks and stones, the swordsmen
every now and then making a cut at his hide, and
they altogether so worried and eonfounded the animal,
that after running up and down the rank without at-
tempting to attack any body, he turned short and
serambled up the bank, rolled himself’ down on the
other side, and set off at a long canter peross a plain.
It was some time before we could get our horses
round, so that the hyena got a good start; be gave
us 4 gallop of three miles, the greyhounds running
alongside of the beast without being able to hold him,
and he oceasionally sidling his unwieldy body to the
right or left to snap at them. At last the beast got
into raviny ground, and we lost him; Syud Daoud
said that he would not new stop till he reached a
place some miles distant, so that we should not get
him that day, and as his word was [aw on such mat-
ters, we returned home.

I mentioned that it was at first proposed to tie the
hyena in his den. It appears a dangerous procecd.
ing, but, according to the accounts of these people, it
is not so for a man who has strength and coolness,
for the hiyena, though a savage beast, is easily fright-
enved, and Syud Daoud was said to have tied three
in the course of a day. However it is of course a
very dangerous undertaking for one who cannot sus.
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tain great presence of mind, as they testified by men-
tioning the case of a man who a year or two before
had dicd of a bite that he got in a clumsy attempt.

Syud Daoud himself deseribed to me the mode of
tying a hyena in his lair, as follows ;—* When,”
said he, * you have tracked the beast to his den, you
take a rope with two slip-koots upon it in your right
hand, and with your left holding a folt cloak before
you, you go boldly but quietly in. The animal docs
not know what is the nature of the dn.nger, and
therefure retires to the back of his den; but you
may always tell where his head is, by the glare of bis
eves. You keep moving on pradually towards him
om your knces, and when you are within distanes,
throw the cloak over his bhead, close with him, and
take care that he does not free himsclf; the beast is
so frightened that he cowers back, and, though he
may bite the felt, he cannot turn his neek round to
hurt you, so you quictly feel fur his two fore legs,
slip the koots over thom, and then with one strong
pull draw them tight up to the back of his neck and
tic them there. The besst is now your own, and
you may do what you like with him. We generally
take those which we ecateh home to the khail, and
hunt them on the plain with bridles in their mouths,
that our dogs may be taught not to fear the brutes
when they meet them wild.”

This Syud Daoud was a specimen of a character
which 1 believe is not uncommon in Affghaunistaun:
he cared for nothing but the pleasure of sporting, and
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from morning till night he would be out tracking
wolves or hycnas, coursing, or hawking. He was
the idol of the lads of the khail, who thought no
honour equal to that of being allowed to accompany
him on his excursions ; but the elders, though they
admired his daring, yot regretted that he wes =0
engaged with fleld-sports, since he was of the best
family, and ought to have boen travelling sbout get-
ting o pood name to the khail, instead of wrestling
for ever with wild beasts,  Mubeen Shah was quite
pathetic in lamenting his disposition, which he snid
they had in vain attempted to amend : they had mar-
ried lim to the prettiest girl in the khail, in the hupe
of making him more domestic, but all for nothing, for
he never cared for her, and would persist in being 2
regular junglee,—a wild man.

Syud Daoud was rather vexed that the hyena had
escaped us this day, and for the two or three subse-
quent ones, he was out in the hope of finding and
Lringing the beast in.  Some days after we had
marched from Pisheen, a messenger overtook us at
Quettu: he was charged with letters for different
persons, amd in one paper was written a nessage
from Syud Daoud to me. Tell the Salib that I
tied the hyena last Thursday, and that, Inchallah,
we hunted and killed him at the khail. And tell
the Sahib to send me some tea by the first oppor-
tumity.”
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Pisurey being a centre to so much superstition, [
hoped to obtain there a full account of the vulgar
errors of the Affrhauns; but while we were at our
friend’s house, the people were too busy to attend to
me, and it was on different oceasions during our
journey that T noted the following superstitions,
many of which are common to all Mohummudans,
though their features may be altered in different
[laces, to suit the character of a people, or the pre-
Judice of a scet.

The Syuds of Pisheen, among their inherent su-
pernatural powers, are believed to possess that of
exoreising evil demons, Gins, Decves, &c., in the
various oriders which have been assigned to them by
the devices or the romance of man’s imagination,

These beings are supposed to have propensitics
which induec them to mar the happiness of mortals,



DEANE, 137

and therefore many of the ills and mischances of this
life are attributed to their evil ageney.

A Gin, as the name denotes, is a spint, which
enters into folks' bodies and possesses them, A
person who has been thus taken, may be known by
his foaming at the mouth, amd lozing the right use of
himself; and as the gin usually takes hold of its vie.
tim's tongue, and uses it to utter foulish and blas-
phemous words, when a man speaks in such a manner,
it is a great sign of his being possessed by a devil s
but if there chould be any doubt about a case, re.
conrae is to be had to an exercist, who looks into the
patient’s cyes, and if they are reddish, and like a
cat's, it is certain that the spirit is there, for the gin
substitutes its own eyes in the place of its vietim's,
Then the exorcist conjures the demon, and if' it stub-
bornly retains. its influence, he writes a charm upon
a picce of paper which be burns under the patient’s
nose, and so causes the spint to evaporate,

Sometimes the gin takes possession of the joints
of a man, like the theumatism ; but in such case it
is gencrally easy to expel him, by putting the affficted
person’s fingers in the grasp of a strong man's hand,
and pressing them as m a viee, when the gin i3
heard erying out, and requesting that he may be al-
lowed to depart: however, when the exorcist has a
good hold, he is not a wise man if he frees the tor-
mentor till he swears by Solomon's slipper not to
come again,

1t sometimes happens that the demon is not to be
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go casily got rid of, and then the exorcist is obliged
to light a fire, upon which he places & frying-pan
with some clarified butter in it; when the oil is
heated, the exorcist throws in a charm, by virtue of
which the gin is made to feel the agonics of frying,
and he is shortly beard exclaiming as before.  Or he
may be ejected by burning a charm under the pos-
sessed person’s nose, as above deacribed.

This is cvidently a Jewish superstition ; and
either inherited by the Affghauns from (as it is sup-
posed) their ancestors, the descendants of Isracl, or
borrowed, as g0 many of the Mohummudan traditions
and superstitions are, from the Talmud.  Josephus,
in the Eighth Book of his * Jewish Antiquitics,”
aceording to an edition of his works faithfully trans.
lated out of the Latin and Fronch, by Thomas
Lodge, Doctor in Physicke, A.D. 1632, in describ-
ing the character of Solomon, says, * Hee vbtained
also by inspiration the art of magicke for the profit
and health of men, and the exorcising and casting
out of deunils, for he deuvieed certaine incantations,
whereby the diseased are cured, and left the methode
of conjuration in writing, whercby the deuils are en-
chanted and expelled ; so that never more they dare
returne § and this kinde of healing to this day is very
usual amongst those of our nation, Ior 1 saw 4 cor-
taine popular and private man amongst the Hebrewes,
in the presence of Fespasian, his sonnes, tribunes,
and other sculdiers, that cured divers that were
possessed.  And the manner of his cure was this:
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he applied to the nose of the Demoniack a ring;
under the seale whercof was n root of those things
that Salomon had declarcd, which drew the deuil out
of the nostrils of the sicke, as soone as he smelled
the root : and as soone as the man was falne, he ad-
jured him never more to returne, intermixing some
mention of Salomen, and rchearsing those incanta-
tions that were invented by him,”

The ability to exorcise malignant spirits, which the
Pisheen Syuds are credited with on sccount of their
supposed holy descent, is protended to, more or less,
by moollis of all sects ; for in Persia and Affrhaunis-
taun, and 1 imagine in most other parts of the East,
when a man is alflicted with any discase, or seized
with a fit or sudden illness, which, from their slender
knowledge of pathology, the doctors are wnable to
account for by natural causes, he is supposed to be
labouring under demonomania, and treated accord.
ingly. The moollds themszelves, being for the most
part iznorant and superstitious, believe much that the
common people do, and what they may doubt they
assent to for their profit's sake, for they live in every
way upon the ignorance of the vulgar.

Our excellent friend Moolla Mobummud at Heraut,
who certainly was as hionest a man as could be met
with in his class, would not allow me to eXpross my
doubts on such matters, and assured me that he him-
self bad curcd two or three persons in his ifetime.
One case, he said, had oceurred only the year before,
at lus own house in the city,
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A man whom he had lately entertained as a servant,
fell from the terrace of his house on which he had
gome to sleep, and when he himself, being roused by
the fall, went down into the court, he found the man
writhing about in delirium, with eves like coals. He
at a glance saw how the case stood ; therefore, ealling
two or threc persons to raise the man and hold him,
he proceeded to conjure the gin, and, after a hard
battle of words, succeeded in expelling him, and re-
storing the man to his senses. | ventured to suggest
that the man, being a stranger, might bave risen in
the night, and tumbled over; but the Auvkhoond-
ghdeh scouted the insinuation.  ** Een clele gup ust 7
What inconziderate words are these ” said he. * The
man was a man, and not a fool to take so little care
of himselfl  What else but an evil spirit eould have
possessed him to tumble down several feet?  Ile-
sitles, did not | see the state of the man after he had
fallen? No, no, friend of mine, hear reason 1

« I you doubt this, however,” said Moolli Mo-
hummud, when he had recovered from the heat into
which defence of his abilities had betrayed him,—* if
you doubt this, how will you account for a circum-
stance which, in the knowledge of every one is of
frequent occurrence?  An unlettered fellow, who
can just repeat * Bismillal Lralmaun Iraleem,” is
suddenly seized with nobody knows what, and when
a moollii is brought to him, and begins to recite the
Azimut, he, that is not he, but the gin, speaking
with his tongrue, throws back a page for a verse, and
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proves himseif the best read person of the two! How
otherwise will you aceount for this, than by admitting
that which is true; that which I tell you #*

“ Then, I suppose,™ inguired I, * that if the
patient be not cured, it is owing to the stupidity of
the moolli 1" — Undoubtedly ; without doubt, to a
certain extent ; a man who has not studied, how ean
he ﬁght a temon? but i one woolld fails, a more
learned one is sent for, and all measures are tried,
for some gins are very potent.  Onee seven moollis
went to exorcise a gin who had taken possession of a
man, but he was so zubberdust (powerful) that they
could make nothing of him, and at last he got angry,
and kicked the posscssed person’s foot with such
force against the wall of the room they were sitting
in, that it gave way, and the roof tumbled n and
Killed them,  Nay, nay, Aghal you must not oppose
your doubts to proven facts, Fen cheesha mushoor
uhd, these are things known to the world.”

1 remember being gravely told by & Persian at
Meshed, that sometimes, when a g'tl!l ti_:;html upun a
person’s head for the purpose of tormenting him, a
clever moollin would eateh bim by the lollowing pro.
cess: The moolli takes with bim an carthen pot, in.
side of which, when he has scated the person before
him, he lights a lamp. e then proceeds to recite an
Azimut, and, h:,r i .Irl.lliliti.ULl!i- n}rp[':t*al'nm of lexts,
charms the gin frow the paticats head into the pot,
claps a cover on, amd, hermetically scaling it with
flour paste, sends it to some waste ptac-: ; cautioming
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the bearcr mot to break the pot, lest the ercature
should not have been destroyed by the light, for gins
are subject to death as well as mortal men.

A Deeve is vulgarly considered to differ from a
gin in respect of his being of somowhat grosser fiubrie,
but, 5t|.-i|::tly spa:nkiu& I beliove t]]i'.:.-' are croatures of
the same class,—gin being the Arabie, and deeve the
Persian word for thein. A pgin or a deeve can as-
sume the form of any beast, bivd, fish, or fly ; he can
take the semblance of & man or woman, of a eloud or
a hill, in short, of any thing in nature, cxcept that of
a Nubbec,® or an Imaum,

There are good as well as bad spirits among the
gins and deeves, and it is gaid that if one of them
takes a fancy to a man, he will attend upon him asa
sort of familiar, advise him, and help him to make a
fortune, There is evidently a great deal of humanity
about the creatures, for Mohummud ordered that the
fleeh nearest to bones of meat should not be eaten,
Lbut that it should be thrown out for the gins and
decves, whose perquisite it is; and it is a generally
received notion, that they are so fond of sweets, that
towards dusk they come into the bazaars of towns to
buy them, so disguised that no one would know them
unless he were a moolld, and got an opportunity of
narrowly looking into their eyes,

It is believed by all Mohummudans, that if' a man
will or can undergo the ordeal of the chillih, or forty

® Prophet.
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days’ trial, he may obtain power over all the genii.
The trial is a very arduous one, for a man desirous
of submitting himself to it must in the first place be
a moollik in the strict sense of the tern, and he must
moreover be a moral as well as a learned person.
Then for the actual ordeal, he must sit for the space
of forty days within a circle, and satisfy his appetite
with a few grains of barley and a fow drops of water
daily. His occupation is to be the perusal of the
Kotin and scleet text-books, and he must be careful
to perform every roligious dutyy for if he meglects
the least one, or if he moves oot of the circle, the
grenii have power to kill or madden him.

As be approaches the end of his probation, the
gins and deeves exert themselves to the utmost to
turn him from his purpose, coming round his circle
in horrible shapes ¢ fa Freischiitz, in order to frighten
him; but if he keeps a good heart, and his presence
of mind, their devices cannot hurt him, and on the
forticth day they disappear. Then the chief of the
gins comes, in the ruise of a vencrable old man,
perhaps, and with the insidiousness of a pleasing
converzation endeavours to distract the probationcr's
attention from his books; or in the form of a beaw-
tiful woman trics to lure him into forgetfulness of a
duty ; but if he resists such temptations, and finishes
his course, the head gin comes in his own appearance,
and swears n“('-giﬂ;nm to him hj‘ the oath of Solomon’s
glipper, and then the genii, preat and small, must
attend at the call of the worthy moolld to do his
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bidding, and he may send them all over the world,—
to the peak of Demawand, or the pearl banks of the
sea; into the heart of the carth, or to the fountain
of Zuleimit at the north pole, to fetch him a goblet
of the water of life.

Among the genil in whose existence the Affghauns
believe, must not be forgotten the Peris; the best
of whom are imagined to be beantiful erentures with
forms like light, * who five in the air on odours,”
and are the friends and benefactors of mankind.
“They favour those to whom they attach themselves,
by attending at the birth of their offspring; they
sooth the children in their infancy, and attend on
them in after-years as good geniuses, so that it is
common for the Afighauns to say of a man who
prospers in life, that he drank fairy’s milk.

Like the beings of our fairy-land, the Peris are
not above falling in love with mortals of carth, A
woman of the Speen Tereen tribe, loved of a Peri,
was taken away for five months to some fairy rath in
Ginmstan, or elf:lund, and, when restored, she was
a “wise woman,” and had the gilt of discovering
where stolen things were, 5o that people came from
distances to consult her.

And I was told of a man then living, named Sau-
dawd, with whom a Peri * Murdn Gool™ fell in love,
and never left bim till ho marvied her.  “Lhe youth
had betrothed himself to a girl of his own tribe, and
had prepared lis camels to go and feteh bis bride,
when Murin Gool assembled a troop of Penis, threw
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over his gay kajavahs and broke them, and thus
thwarted all his plans whenever he attempted to set
out ; so that Saudand, who had turned a deaf ear to
her entreaties for bis love, was worried into a com-
promise, aml agreed to macry both her and his be-
trothed. Murin Gool eunningly agreed to any terms
which would put him in her power, and, when he
had united himself to her, cast such a spell upon
him, that he beeame blind to is mortal wife, and to
all the other women of the world, having eves only
for herself, his enchantroess,

It 13 supposed that our word fairy is derived from
Peri, which, acconding to the construction of the
Persian alphabet, may allowably be written Feri;
there noed seareely be a doubt about it, for the
beings whom either word describes are evidently the
Sammae 2

" Tley do wander cvery whiere,
Ewilter thao the moon's spticre.”
%0 that it would searcely be an exertion for them to
dance half round the beautitul parts of the carth in a
might ; and if the hills of Toba be truly such as they
are deseribed, without doult Titania holds her revels
there ; and her pale orbs are to be seen on the eme-
rald swards by the dimnond-running streams.

The Affrhauns have great fuith in the malignancy
of an “evil eye.™ I heard of a man so ill-favoured
in this respeet, that another person admiring a stone
which lay on the ground, he did but look upon it
and it flow into a thousand picces. "This beats the

¥OL. IL. L
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gimlet eye! If a horse or other domestic animal
chances to fall suddenly ill, an Afirhaun says that
an cvil eye has stricken the beast, and one of these
people would feel quite uneasy if' a stranger locked
long upon his horse or camel. They do not cven
consider that their own persons are exempt from the
effcets of a baneful look ; and when a child, or, as it
gometimes happens, a youthful person, begins to feel
the influence of a dizease which for a while bad
“glept in the blood,” and to decline, they are apt
to conceive such a one to be the victim of an evil
cye.

The clements, of course, are taxed by the super-
stition of this country. It is a Mohummudan tradi-
tion, that when Cain murdered Abel, the elements
were disturbed, and now, when a high wind blows
for three days successively, Affghauns say it is a sign
that murder has been committed.  We witnessed an
instance of their belief in this sien while we were at
Pisheen, for it happening to blow very hard during
three days of our stay, Syud Muhcen Shah ventured
to assert that * bloed had been shed.” It was a
very warrantable guess in such disturbed times, and
it so chanced that, before we left the place, intelli-
gence was brought that some kban had been put to
death by the Cindahar Sirdars. Mubeen Shab's ex-
pression was brought to mind, and he got eredit for
hiz second sight.

One of their fancies about the wind s quite an
Irigh one. They conceive that those little whirlwinds
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of dust and dried leaves, which spin about in autumn,
are caused by a gin and his train, or by troops of the
good people, taking the air, or travelling about on
their own business; and they say that a moolla, if be
be sufficiently well read in Azimut, may make
money by watching them ; provided always that he
be both poor and honest.

Holding in his hand a paper, on which is wntten
an account of his good works, and a slight statement
of his necessitice, the moolla goes to a plain where he
is likely to meot with such whirlwinds, and standing
patiently till cne is passing him, throws his paper
into it, and on the spot finds it transmuted into a
heap of moncy. Should a man fail in such an attempt
to enrich himself, he must not blame the good people,
but return home, and study to acquire what is defi-
cient in his learning or honesty:.

Moreover, it is not to be doubted, that if a man
who suececded in making money of his charm, were
to take a dried leaf from one of these fairy whirlwinds,
and fasten it on the skin of his stomach, Le might
eat and drink without being surfeited, until it pleased
him to to take it off again. What would not an
English alderman give for the knowledge of such a
seeret !

The Affghauns share with other Mohummudans
the saperstition bequeathed to them by their prophet
concerning the Leilut-ooldcudr, or the * night of
power,”—the anniversary of the night on which the
Korin is supposed to have been sent from High to

L £
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the lowest heaven.  In the Koran itsclf, this night is
declared to be * better than a thousand months.
Therein do the angels descend, and the spirit of
Gabriel also, by the permission of their Lord, with
His decrees concerning every matter. It is peace
to the rsing of the mom.”

The Leilut-ool-kudr fallz in the month of Rama-
zan, but the Mohummudan dectors differ in their
opinions concerning its occurrence, some thinking
that it falls cither on the 15th, 16th, or 17th ef the
month, others being for the 21st, 2¢9nd, and 28rd,
and others again for the 27th, 28th, or 20th; but
they are all agreed that in the month there is one
night, and in that night one hour, in the which every
prayer, every wish of the heart offered up, will find
acceptance in heaven ; so that even i’ a fukeer should
petition to be made an emperor, his desire would be
granted,  Happy is one of the faithful esteemed
whose fate it 15 to die on the blessed night.

1t is not thouglit that the dead reappear to mortal
beings, except in dreams; but the souls of the de-
parted are believed to revisit their earthly homes,
for love of those whom they left; at first often, but
gradually making their visits more like angels',—* few
and far between.”

The Affghauns set great store upon dreams, espe-
cially those of reputed holy persons, such as the
Syuds of Pisheen; for they conceive that the visions
of such men are prompted by intelligence superior to
that of mortals, and it is common for a man to ask a



WRELIANCE ON DHEAMS, 144

Pisheen Syud to dream a dream for him.  They
imagine that the spirits of the departed appear to
them in visions. Syud Muhcen Shab, twice during
the time that we were with him, pretended to have
been visited by the shade of his clder brother, whe
enjoyed a saintly reputation while in the land of the
living.

On neither oecasion could 1 determine whether
our friend was shamming, or whether he was suffer-
ing from a sort of mightmare, or waking dream,
caused by his having brooded upon a superstitions
belief of his brother's and his own sopernatural en-
dowments,  The first time that he was seized in this
manner was in the night; he awoke us as we were
all slecping near each other, by moaning and speak-
ing thickly cvery now and then, heaving his breast
in a manner that induced vs to think that he was in
a fit; but when one of our party wonld have shaken
B, he was forbidden to do =0 by the Syud's people,
who said that the Shah wasg dregming, and was on
no account to be disturbed.  He appeared really un-
well, and much depressed in spirits, for the next two
days, which induced me to think that he had been
worked wpon by his imagination; but my friend
Karaumut Ali insisted upon it that it was a scene
which he got up periudically, for the purpose of
keeping up bis reputation,

Another custom which the Affghauns have in
common with all fullowers of Iskim, s that of wel.
coming the new moon, when they offer a praver to Ged
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to keep them from sin during the menth of its con-
tinuance, and to dispose their hearts to his serviee.
They pray God to preserve the moon from eclipse,
and to eause its light to shine prosperously on them-
selves, their relations and friends, on the faithiful, and
on all just men in authority ; after which they ex-
change good wishes—* May this month be a fortu-
nate one to you,"” S,

And I may mention another of their customs,
which appears to have prevailed in all the East from
time immemorial 3 though the Mohummudans, having
adopted it, for the most part maintain that it was
instituted by the founder of their seet, or by the
Imaums who succeeded him.  When a person is very
ill, his friends release birds from their cages, as a
propitiatory sacrilice to the merey of God.  Freedom
from bondage, they say, is lifi:; and they hope that
as they release the bird's soul from the bitterness of
its captivity, so the sick person’s soul will be merei-
fully let free from the pains of its sickness,

To return to our journal.—We had been five
days in Pisheen, when our host eame with a fice of
much anxiety to say, that four of the Iakims' men
Lad arrived at the khail to demand us, insisting upon
it that we were Jews, whom Mubeen Shah bad smug-
gled past the police-station, amd desiring that he
shoulld accompany all our party to the prescnce of
Abdoollab Khan, He and his {riends, the Shah zaid,
had protested that we were Indian pilgrims, who had
remained but one day at the khail; thercfore we
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must strike our tent, and go into his house, and on
no account show curselvez outside his court, when
Inshallah, and by virtue of his (eternal) dukhe, he
would arrange matters properly.

In the cvening our friend came to say that all was
going on well ; that the men would remain that night
to be his guests, and sleep in the mosque ; that they
did not suspeet our presence, and that they had
opened a negotiation about his not returning with
them, the terms of which would be discussed at
leisure, and, he had little doubt, be satisfactorily
arranged, i

In effect, be did induce the men to depart early on
the morrow, by using an argument exactly suited to
their understandings ;—that it was better their bellies
should be filled with a little, than their master’s but
indifferently satisfied with much; better they, their
wives, families, and household stock, should fain the
good wishes of a Peerkhaneh of Shadeczye, by mak-
ing a proper excuse for him, than that they should
diraw his ill-will upon themselves, by causing him to
delay his departure, and suffer loss.

l-[c swore, and 1 believe got a friend or two to
back hia oath, that we werel ndian Hadjees, who had
gone on to Quetta; and assuring the myrmidons that
they might tell their master he had also marched that
way, since he certainly wonbd do so on the morrow,
he bribed, blessed, and dismissed thom ; esteeming a
falsc oath in such a case no more perjury, than justi-
fiable homicide murder. * Khoda Taullah,” said he,
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“ knows that I have never said a crocked word to
take any man at disadvantage, but an cath to cscape
such an oppressor as Abdoollah Khan iz wwnjib
(incumbent ).”

An apology for my friend’s cthical imperfections
must be borrowed from the one which he made for
the men whom he had been obliged to bribe, The
fault, he argued, lay less in the men than in their
master :  where governors were  eruel oppressors,
their servants would, of course, be rogues, and a man
must do the best he coulid for himself when thrown
into such socicty, Abdoollal Khan was a man-eater,
who was nat guided by a single just principle ; who
had no regard for Syuds whom kings thought it an
honour to have scated by them; and who evidently
being a person altogether without religion, deserved
to be treated as & man worse than a kaudir,

I am beginning to fear that some uncharitable
reader way be condemning us for having passively
suffered ourselves to be benefited by such rogueries
but really, interfercnce to prevent them weuld have
been an act little short of ** fefo de 5e.”  Now, having
made an apology for mysclf and my fellow-traveller
Karaumut Ali, I may continue that for Muheen
Shah, whose private character, like that of any other
great man in a peeuliar situation, must not be judged
by bis public aetions. The state of society in these
countries is such, that bowever much virtue may be
admired in the abstract, it is thought imprudent
generally to practise it. A wise parent gives his son
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a sort of Janus education, telling him of a few virtues,
but initiating him into the mysteries of every viee,
in order that he may be a match for his demoralized
neighbours ; and thus nearly every person com-
mences life prepaved to be faithiul to his friends,
and an honest man or rogue to the world as
may be.

For the Persian and the Lahoree I need not offer
apolegy, since they assured me that none was neces-
sary. To prove their words, they quoted a favourite
Sheah text, that Huzrut lbrahim forswore himeelf to
Pharaoh ; and when I remarked that he manifestly
sinned in doing so, they replied, * Forbid that they
should say a Nubbee was guilty of sin.”

We felt much relieved when Abdoollah Khan's
men had taken themselves away, for we could an-
ticipate no favourable result from an interview with
such a person. It would have been difficult to pre-
vent hiz discovering me to be a European ; and if he
had done so, he in all probability would have taken
me with him to Candahar, whither he had just Leen
called by the rebel Sirdars, in order to lend his aid
to their preparations to oppose Shah Kamraun.
And had I assumed the character of an Armenian,
I should have exposed mysell’ o much ill-treatment,
for Abdooilah Khan had the character of never
allowing an unbeliever to pass until he had extorted
al he eould from him, and some of his modes of
borture were deseribed, which it was guite painful
to think about. The mildest of his * tender mercies”
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were, we were told, putting stones under a man's
armpits, and then pressing his arms_to his sides, or
laying a wan on his back, and gradually placing
weights upon his belly, until unenduorable agrony
forced money or life out of him,

All nfidels travelling through  Afighaunistaun,
would be glad to pay the polltax regulated accord-
ing to the Shirra, if that were ali; but, in the dis-
turbed state of the country, every true believer
demands it ; and as the kaufir gets no receipt for his
money, and his oath is of no value whatever, he
must pay so long as he has money, and when it is
all gone, accept the martyrdom of abuse and
blows,

Jews make their way best, for they have some pro-
pensitics in common with Mobummudans, while they
affeet poverty, and bear up against the injury which
is their portion, better than any other people in the
world, DBut a Hindoo whose fate br ngs him this way,
travels at the nsk of the worst treatment.  As no
disguise would serve him, be does not assume one,
but pays the leader of a kafilah for his protection on
the road, and endeavours either to make a circuit
round police-stations, or to bribe the officers; but
sometimes he is caught tripping, or he cannot bribe
hizh enough, and then, if he is taken before a man
dressed in a little brief anthority, Abdoollah Khan
for instance, but little mercy is shown him; for all
his tribe are reputed to be moneyed men, and if
torture should fail to wring a black coin from Lim,
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they would mercly think that they had troubled
themselves to no purpose. What treatment could
be too bad for such an usurious, and in every way
abominable idolater?

Hitherto Syud Muheen Shah's protection bad
shiclded us, but he honestly confessed that although
his bukht had never failed to do great things for
him, he could not answer for the eonduet of 8 man
who lived upon the bread of oppression, snd who,
sinee he did not fear God, could have but little
rezard for the holiest of men.

There are still parts of this country, the inha-
bitants of which retain their savage independence,
but wherever the influence of any government ex-
tends, oppression is looked for as a matter of course,
and 2 man in authority may, without much scandal,
exercise it to a certain extent, by virtue of his
office; it being an understood point between him
and his subjeets, that he is to extort, and they to
withhold, as much as they mutually can by ordinary
means ; so that when a man ie really notorious as an
extortioner, be must needs be a monster of iniquity.
Abdoellab Kban was in the enjoyment of, I should
think, as bad a nmne as could well be given to a
man; his countrymen said that he must bave been
suckled by a devil. The fullowing ancedote, which
is related of his former Iifi, says much for the cruel
cunning of his disposition, and shows also how easily
an castern despot can raise the wind,

When Mohummud Azeem Khan (brother to the
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famed Affghaun Vuzeer Futteh Khan) was governar
in Cashmere, Abdoollah Khan, who attended at his
court, offered to give him eight thousand rupecs for
all the wind that blew over Cashnere.  The gover-
nor, Teasoning like Mertoun, that * since gvery
L!ring in the universe is bought and sold, the wind
should mnot be exeepted i a purchaser can be
found"—and partner, oo doubt, in the villany that
followed, — accepted the offer, and permitted Ab-
doollab Khan to issue a preclamation, warning all
people that he had bought the wind of Caslinere,
and threatening  to  punish any one who should
winnow his grain, o in any other way use it without
his permission.  The order at first excited amuse-
ment, but when the governor, who had affeeted to
think it & joke, said that he had been tiken advan.
tage of, but that he must be as good as his word,
and allowed Abdoollah Khan severely to fine those
who even presumed o fly a pigeon without purcha-
sing his licence, the purport of the bargain was
understoed. The Cashmerians had been too long
familiar with oppression not to know the only means
of lightening its chains, and they subscribed a large
sum of money to induee Abdoollal Khan to allow
* the wind of heaven™ to blow freely on them again,
the povernor promising that such another spell
should not be put upon it

The first thing that Muheen Shab did after the
departure of the Hikim's men was, to send adviee to
all horsc-dealers in the valley that he was about to
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start immediately, Several merchants had assem-
bled in order to travel under his protection, knowing
that his influence as Peerkhanch of Shiadeezye would
greatly protect them, both on the road through their
own disturbed country, and through DBeloochistaun,
and as they had for some days awaited his summons,
they came at onee to Shadeczye, in order to make a
fortunate start together.

The night before our departure, we went with
Muleen Shah to dine with a Svud who was, in cvery
sense of the word, the greatest man in the khail.
He had a dozen ehilidren, and a great many sheep,
and was =o fat, that a Turkish lady might have en-
vied him as he sat at the head of his hearth, a scmi-
girele of fine sons standing respectfully about him,
and seated by his side his pet ehild, o little rosy-
faced boy, whose maother had thought to increase the
effect of his large black eyes by streaking them with
soormeh.

Our host’s house was one of the best, its thick
mud walls being roofed over with large beams.  We
sat in a large mud-washed room, near the head of
which was o lole containing a wood fire. The two
eldest boys went round to pour water on our hands,
and a stout negro lad and girl brought in two smok-
ing bowls of fowl-soup and boiled rice.  Such fiare was
not to be despised, and we fed, like Major Dalgetty
in anticipation of several days indiffierent living,

As all the eompany understood Persian, we con-
versed at our case.  They talked of the dangers of
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our road onward, especially of that which was to be
dreaded in the close defile of Bolaun, in which the
savage Cawkers had murdered hundreds of travellers;
and they related aneedotes of the many different
clans of this tribe, some of which were spoken of as
wild but not bad people, while others were described
as regular Anthropophag.

I noted a story about one adjee Khan, a Cawker
chicf, who retiring from court to dwell among his
tribe, took with him a smull tent. This at first ex-
cited the wonder of the men of his elan, but when
they siw what use was made of it, they were scanda-
lized at such effeminacy and extravagance, and steal-
ing the tent, eut it up for shirting.

Of some men of one of the more ferocious clans it
was told, that they murdered a traveller for the sake
of what they thought was a silver bowl, but finding
it to be made of pewter, they imprecated a thousand
eurses upon the unfortunate man who had owned it,
for giving them 5o much uzcless trouble,

After dinner the boys stood out, and danced the
Attun for our amusement, the negroes standing to-
gether, with their thick lips apart, grinning their
delight. We spent an hour more in pleasant con-
versation, and then retired to prepere for the mor-
row's journey.
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CHAPTER VIL

Alasel frem Pisheen to (haetea, und kalt tlsere—Perso nol narrative—
Shlond—=Feads—Lustom of Trysting.

Nov. 21, —About ten o'clock in the morning, the
merchants being all ready to start, they assembled
in front of the khail. The horses were led out by
the families of those among the Symls who owned
them, EaiE!,r t.'['[l.l]-‘llEll_I with eolowred beads amd ribbons,
and charms innumerable, to keep them from evil eye
and all accident on the rvoad, and ensurc a speedy
and pood sale to * some Rajah, Iushallah!® in Hin-
doostin, The young women did not come near the
men, but grouped at a little distance ; while the elder
dames took the privileges of their years, and came
among their relatives, to reiterate charges about the
sum that was to be got for a favourite horse, and the
chintz or kimeob that was to be brought back with
part of the money. It was a not-to-be-forgoticn
SCENE.

Two mounds of carth had been raised at a little
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distance from each other, and on these stood two
elders of the khail, each holding an end of a long
gearf, in the centre of which was tied a Korim, Un-
der this the horses wore led off in zuceession, the
friends of the owner of cach animal ejaculating a
“ good luck” for him as it passed under the sacred
volume; and when all this was over, the men cm-
braced cach other, or went into their harems for a
last farewell. Our mest particular friends among
the boys, insisted upon stuffing our shulwars with
raisins and little eakes fricd in oil, assuring us that
it was lucky to start on a joorney with sweets in
pocket.

Lastly, Syud Muheen Shah standing in the centre
of the erowd, solemnly begped God's blessing on
the journey, and a speedy and happy return to their
homes, after which we mountod our horses and rode
away. One eor two old women followed to pour
water after us, a custom similar to, and as cfficacions
as, that of throwing an old shoe, and relatives shouted
their last words to each other as long as we were
within hearing—* Adieu, my life! 1 have surren-
dered you into God's keeping!”  * Inshallah! Insh-
allan!  God preserve you from ealamity, and give
increase to your store, and grant that we may soon
see your face where your back now is! - Adieu! and
may the great God preserve youl”

We marched between noon and sunset a distance
of sixteen miles to Terkha Oba, a small kahreezo of
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bad water on the other side of the Ajrum hills. Our
road was over a plain, which appeared barren to my
eye, but on which, notwithstanding, many sheep
were browsing.  In the evening we were introduced
to several of Syud Mubeen’s connexions, and to
many other merchants, not Syuds, who nearly all
volunteered intimacy with me, addressing me in
broken Persian or Hindoostanee, and telling me that
they were intimate (riends of Elpistine Sahib,—and
1 had the misiortune of being the lion of the evening
to those who had not seen a Frangee.

1 now heard many wonderful stories related of
Mr. Elphinstone and the English gentlemen who ac-
companicd the British mission to Shah Shoojab ; —hew
they shot birds on the wing, and understood the art
of keemia,* ond how they did and said various ad-
wirable things.  One said that Mr. Elphinstone had
a telescope, with which, by some magic contrivance,
a man might sce what was passing on the other side
of o mountain, And a second declared that Mr.
Elphinstotie was a Soonnee, or at least that, in con-
versation with some khan who was guoted, he had
said sufficient in praise of their seet to show that he
inclined to it.  They spoke of Me. Elphinstone with
the esteem, and 1 may say affection, with which all
Aftirhouns uze his name, protesting that he was a
8hé Ashrof,—a real gentleman, and as full of under-
standing as gencrosity ; though they confessed they

® Alchemy.
VoL 1. Al
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could not conceive why he had troubled himself so
much about their hills and valleye, if he did not mean
to come and take them,

I found that as far as professions went [ might
now couwnt many friends; and if not very sincere
ones, at least merry acquaintances for the time being.
* You are for Bombay, of course,” said one. * Insh-
allab! we will take you there safely, and then you
shall sell all our horses to your friends. I you want
a horse yourself, take that long-tailed gray, and pay
me when you get to Bombay ; or if you do not like
mine, take Syud Azeez's colt with the thin tail,
which you can cut off as your countrymen do;"—a
sally which was received with shouts of laughter.
“ By your soul I am speaking the truth,” added he,
affeeting to think that some doubted what he said;
“ by the life of your son! by the char yar,* 1 swear
to you that some of the loghs cut off their horses’
tails as ghort as my thumb ;”—and a second burst of
merriment 1ewarded bis wit.

Among Syod Muheon’s relatives was a slight, re-
solute-looking young Syud, who prided himself upon
being a perfect Salnb Shumseer, or master of the
sword. He boasted that he could cut off a ram’s
head with a single blow, and hinted, moreover, that.
he could cat the best part of the animal afterwards ; for
in the cast it is considered that a great hero must of
necessity bo a great eater. A lion-ealer 1z & term

® = The Foar Friends®==the title given by Scooaces to the Gres four
Imoums.
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for a distinguished man of war, signifying, doubtless,
s man strong enough to kill a lion and eat him.
The great hero Roosturn devoured a wild ass to the
very marrow ; and to come down to warriors of later
yeurs, Nadir Shah, it is said, could eat & lamb stuffed
with almonds, It is tree that the Persian eongueror
owed his death to the consequences of indigestion,
but he was nevertheless a great hero, and had he
been allowed to live on, would probably have added
another bright page to the history of his wars.

The voung Synd just mentioned, showing
me his werpons one afternoon, vaunted that few
men would like to cross swords with him, two
having tried the experiment somewhat to their
cost. This wvain assertion was confirmed by
others, who added, that the young man had so se-
vercly wounded his last antagonist, as nearly to entail
a blood-feud wpon himself, since bad be killed his
enemy, the nearest of kin would “never have left
him.* 1 at different thoes heard many anccdotes of
Affphaun  blood-feads: some of the deseriptions
furcibly reminded me of the bitter enmities that we
read of in the old stories of the Scottish highlanders.
Few Affghauns but have a tale of this sort to relate,
and the narrators always seemed to enjoy a fierce
pleasure in detailing how such a one watched for and
dissembled with his enemy, until he gamed an op-
portunity of completing Ins vengeance,

Itevenge for blood is, with an Affghaun, a duty
which is rendercd saered by long custom, and

M 2
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sanctioned by his religion.  If immediate opportunity
of retaliation should mot present itself, a man will
dodge his foe for years, with the eruel purpose ever
uppermost in his thoughts, nsing every cunming and
treacherous artifice to entrap or lull him into con.
fidence, and thinking it no shame to attack him in a
defenceless state.  “The public leave men to sottle
their own quarrels, not interforing cxeept, perhaps,
in the case of a long-cherished foud between familics
which affects the interests of the community; and
then they induce the man whose turn it is to re-
taliate, to accept the price of blood.

A friend told me that he was once in the bazaar
of the eity of Candahar in broad day, when a Ghilgie
Affrhaun, meetine a man with whom he had a blood-
feud, soddenly drew his sword and killed bim with a
blow across the head, then escaping to the gate of the
cit}r, mounted his horse and fled ;5 no relative was by,
andstrangersdid not feel themselvescalled upon to stop
the murderer.  Another person told me that & noble-
man with whoin he was conneeted (one Arabkhan
Allekkozye) having come to Candahar from his
neighbouring village of Taubeen, had very nearly
been murdered while in a public bath of the eity ; his
servants and a barber having only just time to throw
themselves between him and an cnemy who had
thought to take him unawares,

Moolla Mohummud, our Heraut frend, told me
the following story, the circumstances of which he
said he could vouch for, as they occurred in a house
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which wns close to one that he formerly lived in at
Candahar, the females of which were intimate with
his own. A Doorraunce of the neighbourhood of
Candahar, had a blood-feud with a young man whom
he had long vainly-watched, in the hope of finding
him off his guard. At last he heard that his enemy
had sent sweetmeats to the bouse of a resident of
Candabar, as a preliminary to espousing his danghter,
upon which he lett his village, and came privately into
the city. The Affirhauns, as before mentioned, have
a custom called Naumzaud Dazee, (trysting)—the
lover being scerctly admitted to interviews with his
mistress, which trequently last until a late hour in the
might. The avenger watched in vain for an op-
portunity, till the very night before the wedding,
when be gained access to a court adjoining that of
the house in which the girl lived, and boring a hole
through a wall, lay in wait there with his matchlock,
In the evening the lover came as usual to tryst; he
he had that day sent the customary present of the
bridal dress and ornaments, but his  betrothed
* through modesty had declined examining them be-
fore all her female uﬂqmﬁnl‘.um:e," and when the young
man asked if she approved of her trousscau, the
mother explained this, and called her away to look at
it then. This was late in the night; the moment
she went out, the blood avenger took aim at his
victim as he sat on a low couch, and in perhaps the
happicst moment of his fife, shot him dead.
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22nd,—From Terkha Oba we marched twenty
miles to the town of Quetta; the route taking us three
miles across a narrow valley to a low range of hills run-
ning nearly parallel to Ajrum, called Musailaugh, two
miles over and throngh them, and then fifteen miles
across a plain to Quetta. Twelve miles on the road
we crossed the Shideezye lora on its way from Ser-e-
aub, and seven wiles beyond, a smaller stream tributary
to it. Five miles from Quetta, we passed through a
villagre of forty houses, and in several dircetions we
viewed small forts and artificial water-courses, We
ended our march in the afternoon, and the horses
being picketed on a plain spet near the town, the
merchants went to pay their respeets to the go-
vernor.

Quetta, the petty capital of the Belooche provinee
of Shaul, is a town of four hundred small flat-roofed
houses of one story cach, surrounded by a thin mud
wall, in which there arc four gates. The residence,
or a5 he himsell was pleased to term it, the eitadel, of
the Hikim who rules here on the part of the Khan
of Kelaot-¢-Nusseer, is built on a high mound
instde, so that when his orders are shouted there,
they may be heard all over the town. The residents
are Affgbauns, Belooches, and Hindoos, The latter,
who may amount to a fourth of the population, are
all engaged in trade, whick is more considerable than
a stranger would be apt to imagine from the appear-
ance of the place.

Kafilabs to and from Hindoostan pass this way,
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taking horses, dried fruits, and the fow exports of
Heraut and Candabar, such as assafiotida, saffron,
&e,, and bringing back indign, leather, Englizh and
Indian cloths and chintzes, spices, sugar, &c. The
horses are nearly all marched down through DBeloo.
chistaun and Sinde to the sea-coast, where they are
shipped for Bombay; and it they find EFLhEd}I'I sale
for their animals there, the merchants usually return
home by the same route.

Quettn iz alse a rendezvous for merchants whao,
not liking to undertake long voyages, meet those
who arc on their return, amd purchase a gross of
goods which they retail among their own country-
men 3 while those who arrive from their journeys, are
not sorry o take some days' rest here. On the
whaole, Quetta is a town of some importance, and were
the country settled, and the roads from the different
quarters opencd to a regular trade, it could hardly
fail to become a large place, secing that the soil of
the province is good, and water abundant in the hills
which enclose it

The town of Quetta, or as it iz vulgarly ealled
(Juote, is situated ar the head of a fine valley cizht
miles in breadth. Eight miles north-north-cast of
the town is the peak of Tukkatoo: it isina lagh
range of mountains, which, commencing abruptly six
milez to the west of it, run easterly to the Indus,
The Tukkatoo range is crossed by another very high
one, called Umbiw, which comes up north by cast,
andd which I conceive holds nearly the same course
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for many milea beyond. A branch comes to it from
the Khojeh Amraun range, north-cast in a bend
acrogs the valley, separating (as [ understood) Picheen
from Burshore.  Parallel to the Umbie range, is one
of equal altitude called Jingoer or Zunjeera, of which
1 shall make further mention presently.  The eli-
mwate of this place is said to be o fine one ; during
the nine days of our stay, the thermometer varied no
more than half’ a peint above or below teinperate ; we
had a clear Italian gky and a cool wind in the day-
time, while at night it was so cold that we were glad
to sleep with our heads under our blankets,

We were detained nine days at Quetta.  The
merchants had duty to pay en their horses, and ae-
counts to scttle with debtors and ereditors who met
them here; all matters which required much discus-
sion. At daybreak you might see the men rise one
after the other from under the rugs they had covered
themselves with, throw their indeseribably dirty skin-
cloaks over their dirty under garments, perform their
ablutions, and say their prayers, and then got toge-
ther in circles, and wrangle for two or three conseou-
tive hours. 1t wis amusing to observe a party thus
cngaged, for when the speskers became interested
upon a subject, they declaimed in the most impas-
sioned manner, giving effect to their words by vehe-
ment and in many instances very appropriate gess
tures.

I saw but few bonds given; the Hindoos, of course,
did not fail to demand them, but in their dealings



AFFGHAUN 1ORMSL-DEALERS. 160

with cach other, the Affchaun merchants did no
more than strike hands in the presence of witnesses ;
a man buying a horse, or borrowing a sum in cash,
and promising to pay so wmuch at a given time, or on
his return, whenever it might bey and [ afterwards
remarkod, that fow of those with whom we travelled
took any account of the money they spent, further
than that between such and such a [ﬂm:-: lhr_‘}r had
expended so many ducats.

These merchants can profit but little on the sale
of such horses as they mmport into Hindoostin.
Formerly they brought down valuable stallions bred
from Toorkmun stack, but now they cannot obtain
sufficiently high prices in India to make it worth
thoir wlnle Eo |:|||:rc:||asr;t many such, and those which
they trade in are for the most part bred in their
own khails. About six hundred tolerably good
horses annually pass Quetta; a few of the best are
purchased by the Hyderabad Ameers, and the rest
are shipped for Bombay.

With every party of merchants there is one horse
priced at a lac of rupees; declared to be the very
brother of the famed steed which Tippoo Sabib
purchased for that sum.  Owr lac-olirupee horse was
a tall roaring stallion, light Lrown, with white logs
and forehead, and a back as long as an alligator's.
He was drossed ouwt with beads and amulets, and
smarter body-cloths than the rest, and had the
honour always to lead the march. The great merit
of this animal lay in lis paces, for he was perfeggy
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trained to step and prance, aml he ambled so fast,
that a great man seated on him might glide along
with case and dignity, while his rctinue, on their
sorry steeds, kicked up the dest behind him at a
canter. I afterwards heard that one of the Ameers
bought the beast for three thousand rupees.

There were not fifty really good horzes among
the four hundred that we had with us, and consider-
ing the duties the merchanis had to pay on the
road, deaths, accidents, expense of shipping, and
cost of long keeping, I question whether many were
not losers on the whole, They said, indeed, they
did not caleulate their profit upon the sale of their
horses, but upon the goods which they should bring
back with them from Twdia. "They assured me,
with a laugh at the expense of my countrymen, that
at Bombay, the Bussorah merchants porchased some
of their horses fur four and five hundred rupees each,
and sold them to the English gentlemen as Arabs
for three times as much money,

Some of the horses were very nps, but their
masters had a great idea of their value, amd prohably
folt very much affronted when they were offered
trifling prices for them in India.  There was a man
of our party who had three such animals ; we parted
from him at Shikarpore, and 1 saw him about four.
teen months atterwands in Calewita : he had marched
down to the sea-coast, and taken ship for Bombay,
whenee he went to ﬁ[:ll:gu|ur¢, acruss the uuuutr}' fo
Bapgalore, on to Madeas, and thence along the sca-
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coast pid Cuttak to Caleutta ; as he said, here and
there “ sellinr a horse for nothing, that he might
cat the proceeds™  His third horse had died just
after he reached Caleutta, and he brought me the
tail as a present, begging me for old acquaintance
sake to give him a trifle to help him home again,
It was a case of Nusseh kismuf, he zaid, and he
might have better luck amother time:— Khirel
Khoda kureem deh!” = AllPs for the besti™—
“ God s beneficent,™

Jellal Khan, the Hikim, was a Belooche who had
lately been a horse-dealer, and some of the mer
chants thercfore cxpected to be indulgently taxed ;
but Muheen Shah shook his head at the idea, and
secmed to think that the governor's being * York-
shire too,” was just the reason why they should not
be able to talk him over.  Iis opinion proved to be
a just one, for after two or three days’ hard dizenzaion,
the merchants found that their old pleas of hard
tirnes, &c., and their threats of not coming this
road again, were wasted on a man who had been
using them himselt' for several years, and they ac-
cordingly determined to pay the usual sum of half
a ducat upon each horse, and to continue their
Journey.

But even this resolution did not suit the gover.
nor, for he had gr&iu to sell, which they must needs
buy as long as he conld keep their horses there; so

+he devised excuses for deferring the settling time,
and when pressed by the merchants to give themp
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their roksut (congé), said that in truth he was
unwilling to let them depart, beenuse his information
confirmed a report which had beon some days in
circulation, that one Poyindeh Khan, an ex-Hikim
of Pisheen, had put himself at the head of a banditt,
eomposed of some desperadoes of the Cawker and
other tribes, and had occupied the mountain-pass on
the road to Dauder,

It was not doubted that there was some truth in
the report, but as it was one which just scrved the
interest of the governor, he apparently determined
to make the most of it. In the evening it was
rumoured that the Khan was * geing out,” and carly
the next morning he did indeed sally forth in his
fighting apparel, at the head of some five-and-twenty
Belooche mateblock and javelin men, when after
eapering about in front of our ground, with as much
of the pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war
as he could assume, he rode away for a spot about
twenty miles distant, where some of the marauders
wore said to be. Late at night the governor ro-
turncd without having scen any of the reported
enemy ; the rascals, as one of his suite said, having
been too lucky to wait until the Khan got a blow
at them.

The truth of that part of the report which related
to the ex-Hikim's league with the banditti having
been ascertzined, the merchants resclved to await
the arrival of more of their fraternity, who were im-
mediately expeeted; and a message was sent to an
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influential Cawker chicf, to say that the merchants
would give him money to escort thom through the
dangerous pass of Holaun.

On the second moming after owr arrival, T went
with Svud Muheen Shah to visic the Hakim, My
friend said that as it was mmpossible the governor
could remain in ignorance of my being there, he had
thought it best to make a virtue of necessity, and be
the first man to mention the eircumstanee; the
Khan, he eaid, had received the intimation mosat
graciously, and charged him to tell me, that he (the
Khan) desired no greater pleasure than that of mak-
ing the acquaintance of an individual of so esteemed
a tribe as the Inglis Feringees.

Jellil Khan reeeived us on the terraced roof of his
eitadel, whenee he could feast his eyes upon the best
part of his domain. e was a tall and slight, hook-
nosed, and vulrardy independent-looking wan, who
evidently did not want a mood opinten of himsclf,
After a fow extravagant complinents had been ex.
changed, be waved his hand affcctedly to direct my
view upon the surrounding country, and asked me if
I had ever seen such a place as Quetta. T answered,
with truth, that 1 had not; and then he was pleased
to assure me that I might biess the fortune which had
brought we to his stronghold, since he was monarch
of all he surveyed, and that it Abdeellah Khan, the
Candabar Sirdars, or any body else, should send to
demand me, he would spit upon the messengers, or,
if T preferred it, blow them from the mouths of
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his cannon, (The Khan had one small gun which
he kept in the court of his harem.) It had pleased
him, he eaid, to travel much : he had scen and liked
my countrymen, and bad made himsclf acquainted
with their customs ; they were fine soldiers, and men
of veracity, whom he approved of, and 1 might
equally count upon his proteetion and friendship :—
to all which I made a due proportion of bows and
hyperbolical acknowledgments.—L amitié dun grand
homme est un bienfait des Diewx !

T'he povernor gave the most sensible proof’ of his
knowledge of English eostoms, by inviting me to
cement our friendship by eating a meal together;
and led the way down into a small mud-built apart-
ment, the walls and roef of which were hung with
matchlocks, swords, shields, and lances, and various
trophies of the chase; one side containing a window
looking upon the town, where the Khan was wont
to sit to indalge his subjects with a view of his bust.
Our repast consisted of fowl-soup, which was served
in a large pewter bowl; we partock of the liquid
portien by waking temporary spoons of bits of bread
as thin as pancakes, which were sent out to us hot
and hot from * the within.,"”

1 have been particular in noticing oceasions on
which we got any thing very pood to eat, beecause
they were of sufficiently rare occurrence to make us
consider them dies feséi.  Oceasionally we got meat,
but our usual fare was boiled rice or vetel, which wo
ate with cakes of heavy unleavened bread, and if we
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thought of breakfast for the morrow, we put a flap
of the latter into our holsters or breeches-pocket.
However we gencrally contrived to cook a kettleful
of tea, which made amends for the badness of a din-
ner, and was most refreshing after a long march, We
had fortunately provided a good supply at Meshed,
for at Heraut neither tea nor colfee was to be pur-
chased in the bazaar,

At Quetta I one worning remarked two evidences
of our approach to Hlindoostin.  The first was seeing
half a dozen thin Hindvos emptyving pots of water on
their bodies when it was hardly day, and the air so
cold that others walked with their cloaks in their
mouths ; the second was seeing two idolatrous old
women of the same easte walking round a tree, and
pouring water on its roots, while they muttered
charms or incantations.

On the sixth day of our stay, the expected horse-
merchants arrived, and our party was wade up to
about two hundred and fifty men, who had charge of
four hundred indifferent borses.  As the greater
number of the party. had little to do, and lhE}’ appre-
hended no danger, they dozed through the day, and
kept us awake half the night with their songs and
jokes.

From what I saw of the Afizhauns, I should say
that they arc passionately fond of mur.:p::, and there
ig this advantage attending their taste for it, that a
little goes a great way with them. At Quetta there
was onc old musician, who played uwpon an Indian
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fiddie ; he was so husky with a cold, that he could
barely speak above his breath, yet he was made to
play and sing every night. He would harp for more
than an hour upon the same tune, varying the words
of it for such as he could compose extempore, now
and then warning the company, so as to allow them
to bring in a chorus. Sometimes a loud laugh would
intercupt the twang of the music for a minute or two,
but it would be taken up again with the same melan-
choly, and had it not been played so often, pleasing
air.

Rehmaun was an esteemed Affrhaun poet, and his
odes arc often sung. At times the people of our
party would sing the compositions of their village-
poets ; or, striking up a recitative tune, they would
follow each other in extemporizing an irregular verse
to a sct chorus. One favourite and interminably
monotonous chorus that used to keep sleep from us,
I heve reason to remember, ended with the long-
drawn-out word Shddeezye ;—~the meaning of the
verses composed nightly to it would be something
like what follows :—

Our lome is now behind us,

We lave quitted Shideezye!
Claorus,

We lave quitted Shideezye.—{biz)

Where is a valley like it ?

Where else is Shadeezye ?
Chorus.

Where clse is Shadeczye ?
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Long is the road before uay
Distant the laml of Kaufirs we are going to;
Much trouble must we sndergo in o lnnd of strangers;
But we'll return to Shideczye !
Chorics,
Dut we'll return to Shadeezye !

We'll return to Shivdeczye ;
Our camels laden with silks and velvels,
With Kimcob, and spices, and choice things;
We'll rotnrn to Shideszye !

Chorus.
We'll return to Shldeszye 1—&r,

This is however but a cold outline of the style of
such songs; for the performer endeavours to touch
the feelings of his andience by introducing many
Tittle incidents associated with their recollections of
home, often with suceess, as | could judge from the
expression of their rough countenances, and their
energetie demonstrations of applavse.

At Quetta T first saw the Attun danced to per-
fection, It was bright moonlight, and while many
of us lay upon a bank, thirty or forty men atood up
in & circle to dance. They commenced by joining
hands, and alternately advancing and retreating a
step or two (as dancers do in the last figure of a
guadrilly), making cach a deep and smothered sound
from the chest, which I can compare to nothing but
the groaning of a horse or other large animal.
Gradually they increased the loudness of this, and
stamped their fect in regular time, becoming more
and more excited, and then with one accord they

voL. 1L W
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flung their hands loose, clapped their palms, and
tossed their arms about, now making measured move-
ments with their bands and feet, setting their teeth
tight, frowning, rolling their eyes, and grunting, and
then twirling their bodies round and round like
drunken men, winding into each other's places, and
shricking and whooping as Seotchmen do in a reel;
the spectators the while loudly applanding them with
crics of * Barikallah ! Darikallah! Shadbishl!® Ai
Shadbash1®  « Well done |—well done | be bappy |
O be happy! DBrave Thamas Khan! well danced
Thamas Khan! who said he was an old man? Dy
Ullah he is the youngest man among yel Shah-
bash Joomun! Darikallsh Syud Azeez! excellent
Thamus Khan!? and exeiting themselves by the
praises they lavished on the dancers, many threw off
their cloaks and stepped into the ring. Thamas
Khan, alluded to above, was a little old fellow with an
immense white turban, upon whom every one thought
himself privileged to cut & joke. His beard would
have been also white bad he not dyed it orange
colour, but set him in an Attun ring, and he put
the youngest to shame by the energy of his gestures
and twirls. The dance lasted until the greater num-
ber of the performers were quite spent with the
violence of their exertions, and lay down panting as
they would after a hard run. The state of I may
call it phrensy to which they excited themselves is

# Bhadbdch—be bappy.
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indescribable ;—if any thing could give an idea of the
orgies of the Bacchanalin, it must be this dance.

1 made several visits to the governor: he treated
me with ecivility on all occasions, and was pleased to
volunteer information regarding his province of Shaul,
which he snid extended from a spot called Kooshlauk,
ten ¢ross on the other side of the "l'ukkatoo moun-
taing, to Ser-c-aub in the opposite direction,—was
bounded on the west by the Ajrum range, and on the
cast separited by the Umbir range from the country of
the Cawkers. Further, the Khan said that he was
lord of five thousand ryots of the Cassve tribe, who
cultivated lands watered by fifty kahreczes, and who
patid him annually 5000 cucha rupees, besides eight
hundred khurwars of grain, and an equal measure of
kau or chopped straw. “The gross money revenue,
including the sum levied by taxes upon the kafilahs
which passed, averaged, the Khan said, the annual
sum of 30,000 cucha rupees, or 1500 gold ducats,

A budrulkal, or escort, of forty Cawker matchlock-
men having arrived, and all duties having been paid,
it was determined to prosecute onr journey., The
day before we marched, the governor invited e to
breakfisst with him, and Mubeen Shoh and 1 went
togpether,  Soon after breakfnst, Jellal Khan sent
Muhgeen Shah into the town upon some buginess, and
presently entered upon a sceret and confidential dis-
course. e rejoiced, ho said, that he had found an
opportunity of speaking to me in private, becavse he
wished to know whether I was satisfied with the

B2
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treatment 1 had received at his hands, and whether
there was any thing that he could do for me: he was
not a wealthy man! but, please God, he descended
from as good family as any of the chiefs who sat on
the right hand of the Khan of Kelaut, and having
met a man whose demeanour and conversation showed
him to be of exalted rank, he was anxious to esta-
Dlish on lasting grounds, a friendship so auspiciously
commenced.

This was the prelude. I answered it, of course,
with suitable compliments of speech, and the governor
proceeded to expatiate upon the natural fertility of his
provinee, the revenue of which he doubted not might
be trebled in good hands. He lamented that the
Khan (of Kelaut) had so little art of making the
most of his country, and wished that he possessed
more of the understanding of my tribe, who under-
took nothing without refleetion and foresight ; who
by their wise conduct had won the esteem and confi-
dence of all men; who did nothing uselessly, and
who perseveringly went through with whatever they
undertook ;—as, for instance, I, who, having set out
upon a journcy through strange countries and un-
friendly people, had persisted in making my way to
Quetta, and doubtless, Inshallah, would shortly hap-
pily end my travel in my own country.

There was no mistaking the drift of the governor's
diseourse, but determining to let him come to the
point himself, I replied that I thought he attributed
too much sagacity to my countrymen, and overlooked
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a shoke (propensity) they had to wander all over the
world to see people who had no great wish to sce
them, for the pleasure of novelty, or to indulge a dis-
position to study men and manners ; but that though,
a5 he had justly observed, a stranger was liable to suffer
hardship and ill-treatment, still that be, on the other
hand, might mect with personz whose justice, benevo-
lence, and wisdom, were themes in every body's mouth :
that I, fur instance, had stored the recollection of
many kindnesses received from different persons whom
I had been so fortunate as to meet with, and that
should I reach India, vne of my particular pleasures
wonld be to relate to my friends the lucky accident
that had brought me to Quetta, and procured me
the friendship of so accomplished a person as Jellil
Khan,

The governor could not look otherwise than flat-
tered s he swore that every word I uttered more and
more convinced him of my diserction and good breed-
ing, but that, waving compliments, he would be glad
if I would treat him with that ingenuous confidence
that should subsist between fricnds, and tell him the
precise object of my journey, in order that he might
know in what manner best to serve me. _

It cost me many protestations to convinee the
Khan (if indeed 1 did convinee him) that I had not
yisited that part of the country with a view to some
great political enterprise.  He looked quite vexed
while I was explaining to him the chance that had
thrown me in the way of Syud Mulieen Shah, and
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brought moe that road, and coaxingly assured me that
L knew the Feringees to be far too elever fellows to
put themselves out of the way to no purpose. Had
not we taken all Hindoostiin, and was not Khorassaun
a finer country, and was therc not a tree near Canda-
bar to which it had been prophesied that the Ferin-
pees should extend their dominion? God was with
us, and it was decieed, and must certainly come to
pass, as 1 knew, only I did not confide in bim, I at
last offered to take an oath that I did not believe my
countrymen entertained the slightest idea of extend-
ing their frontier from rich plains mto a barren eoun-
try of mountains, as he must be eonvineed, if he used
his excellent judgment ; since, oven admitting his
erroncous supposition of their being # world-grasp.
ers,” they did not want the sagacity of the waolf, who
would not leave a sheep to dine upon a porcupine ;
and this so tar satistied him, that he did not press the
matter further, but insisted wpon my accepting of
a suall basket of preserved dates as a parting token
of his friendship, and requested me to send hio a fine
telescope from India,
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CHAPTER VIIL

Dreparture from Checttn, and march, twougli the defile of Bolaun, to
the tawo of Baugh, io the plan of kuich—EHalo sz Baugl

Ow the morning of the 2nd December, we took
leave of Quetta, and warched down the valley formed
by the Uwbic and Zunjeera monntaing, eleven miles
a point west of south, to Ser-e-aub,  "T'he soil of the
valley was good, and, on the right, under the Zun-
jeera hills, were several little hamlets, At Ser-c-aub
we encamped near the source of the Shideczye lora,
which rises from several springs in a bed which
you may jump across, but which soon widens and
decpens.

There was a sensible difference between the climate
of Quetta and this spot. It was so cold at night,
that every one's care seemed to be how much clothing
he could heap upon himself. At evening, our now
large party looked very picturesque, lying round their
clear burning fires, between the pickets of their
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horses ; the wild-looking Cawker guards having post
apart, a little distance from either end of sur bivouac.
And later, when the moon was up, the scene was
only varied to appear more beautiful. The men,
wrapped in their rugs and blanket-cloaks, lay in all
directions among packages, saddles, and various wea-
pons, stretched in the deepest repose j and the still-
ness of the sharp night-air was only interrupled by
the sound of camels chewing the cud, or the oeen-
sional thick bLreathing of a dreaming horse. Here
and there—

o mom

Clad in & Bowing garl il watch the while,
While many of his tribe slumibios'd arowil ¢
Ard they were canopied by the blue sky
a0 closdicss, chear, aml ||-Iur{"J:r Izt ifuil ¥

The next day we marched cighteen miles to the
Kurklekkee hills, which may be described as the first
of a close and high series that cover the country as
far as the plain of Dauder, and which have a general
inclination up to the Tukkatoo chain. After riding
six miles, we passed round the end of the Umbar
range. The Jinjeer line has a longer course : below
Ser-e-aub it takes the name of Speersoond, with which
it runs down about twenty miles, when it is crossed
by anotber high but (I imagine) short range. Itis
difficult to ascertain the courses of these mountains,
for some of them rise at once to their greatest alti-
tude, and, perhaps, after a few miles end abruptly.
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They are all high, and their general direction is
north and south ; but others come across these, cut-
ting out valleys from ten to filtcen miles in length,
and seven or cight miles in breadth. Three miles
amud & half' before we reached the Kurklekkee hills,
we passed through a break in a parallel line, called
Dewingee ; the plain between it and the continua-
tion of the Jinjecr hills is called Dusht-e-Coochooti.
On different parts of it were small mud towers, built
by the husbandmen as places to flee to in ease of
their being attacked by marauding Cawkers from the
ud_iu-iniilg mountains.  After a march of {!igll‘t.l:!i.!‘n
miles, we regchoed the foot of the Kurklekkee lalls,
and crossing a narrow ridge, found ourselves in a
stony slip of s valley, at the head of which we halted
for the night.

‘I'his march we brought skins of water with us.
Hard by there was said to be a smwall natural reservoir
on & rock, but we did oot visit it.  Great vigilanee
waas observed throughout the night 3 a strong poard
was posted at the narrow entrance into the valley,
ond the merchants and their grooms relieved each
other on watch from time to time;, as they had re-
ceived some confirmation of the report which had
alarmed them at Quuetta,

Before it was light nest morning the whole camp
was astir, amd when all were ready, the order of
march was arranged ; the rders who had fre-arms
forming an advance and rear guard, while the grooms,
leading the horses and camels, walked together in a
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body on foot. From the valley in which we had
slept, we at once entered the close defile of Bolaun.
At first there was but breadth for a dozen horsemen
between the rocks, which rose like walls on cither
side to a great height. Afierwards the road lay
broadly between the mountains, occasionally opening
out. It was like the beach of a sea, formed of loose
pebbly stones and sand, and it ran in sharp angles
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred yards in
length, “I'his was the style of the pass for ten miles
to Ser-e-khujoor. The minutest description could
hardly eonvey a just idea of its strength ; 1618 a de-
file which a regiment of Lrave men could defend
against an army,

At Ser-e-khujoor, a full and rapid stream gushed
out from the foot of the roek. It ran a short dis-
tance, and then lost itself in the ground, appearing
again two miles lower down, near a single date-tree,
called Khujoor-g-panin. At Ser-e-khujoor the hills
broke off from the road, but they still commanded it
for ninetcen more miles, and the same beach-like
road lay between steep banks, as if it were the bed
of a deep, but dried river.

Sixtecn miles on the road was Khankee Deho,
and thirteen miles further on Beebeenaunee, both
places where there was abundance of good water,
used as halting-points by camel caravans. Many
graves were here and there pointed oyt as those of
murdered travellers, and 1 afterwards learned that
beyond Khaukee Deho we passed a burying-ground
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named Kutlgau, or the place of slaughter, from the
circumstance of a langre party of travellers having
been murdered there.

At Ser-c-khujoor we had halted a minute or two
to water the horees, and then continued our march
in the same order as before, with the exception that,
where the nature of the pround admitted it, we had
gkirmighers thrown out on either flank on the bank
above ws, Muheen Shah rode at the head of the
party, from time to time giving such advice and or-
ders as he decmed cxpedicot.  He looked anxious,
Lut said that he had seen a dream in the night, and
that it was bhire,® fnshallah. At Deebecnaunce
the mountains parted off to the right and left, and
here ended the dreaded defile of Bolaun. Many
keen eyes had been all the way directed to the tops
of the hills, from whenee we expected to see ene-
mice overlooking ws, but not the shadow of a foe ap-
pearcd, and we reterned thanks to Providence with
minds mueh relieved, though still highly excited:
when we were safely at the end of the dreaded pass,
Mubeen Shah called a halt, and recited a short prayer,
which was answered by two shouts that made the hills
ring ayrain,

At Becbeenaunce we parted company from the
Cawker puard, and, continming our march more
leisurely, rode on till an hour after sunset, when we
halted for the night at Keerta or Gurm-gub, a soft

* Propitious,
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sandy spot mear a moderately high range of hills,
running up north-north-west to Tukkattoo, named
Gurm-aub from the circumstance of there being a
thermal spring close by.

We marched from Kurklekkee at break of day,
but the road at first wound so frequently, and the
mountains were o high, that I could not exactly
aseertain our course. At Keerta I compared notes
with my companion Karaumut Ali, and we agreed
that we had not marched less than forty miles.
Judging from the recollection of our indirect route,
and from the bearing which I the next morning
tock of a small peak, said to be just above the little
stony valley in which we had slept, I laid down
Keerta, in a direct line, twenty-cight miles solth-
east by south of Kurklekkee.

From Ser-c-khujoor to Deebeenaunce our pace
was so guick a walk, that the camels were almost
pushed into a trot. This was partly owing to every
body's anxiety to get forward, but ehiefly on account
of the great descent of the road. 1 should have
mentioned that the rise of the country from Quetta
to Kurklekkee is very apparent, The Kurklekkee
hills, thus standing upon the highest ground, have
been fixed upon by the natives as the natural boun.
dary between Khorassaun and Hindoostin.

There is another pass which joins that of Bolaun
at Beebecnaunee, but it is said to be a more difficult
one +—* You travel six miles south from Ser-c-aub,

and then the road turns off to the right, to a spring
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at the foot of the mountains, which is the first halt.
The second march oceupies camels ten hours; the
road is over steep hills, and only camels half laden
can take it. You halt at a spring called Nagahoo,
The next march is to Koogelee, whenee you go vid
Bocbeenaunee to Keerta: the road is on a great
deseent. At Koogelee there are khails of Be-
looches and Muhrries ; there is abundance of water,
and much good rice is coltivated. The road all the
way from the first spring is so difficult, that it is
only taken when danger is apprehended in the
defile of the other one. Horses all lose their shoes
whenever they come this way.”

From Keerta we rode south through a deep and
rarrow valley, The bed, as before, was like a
beaeh, and on it lay many ponds of clear water,
which we were continmally crossing.  After ten
miles, the road between the high rocks was blocked
up by a lake too deep to be ridden through. We
made a circuit of three miles, by a eraggy path up
and down rocks, and got into the valley again
where, widening out, it allowed the water to spread
into a shallower pond, which we forded where the
water reached to our saddle-girths. Some babool
trees, pamed in Pushtoo Cundye, gave name to this
spot ; but they had been swept away two years
before by a torrent, which caused the lake to form
in the arca that its violence had deepened. “To
judge from the traces of the ravages, a great flood
of water must have rushed through the valley ; for
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in parts it had furrowed up the large stones of the
bed, and thrown them up like a wall to the height
of several feet. In answer to my inquirics where
this water came from, I was told thet it wasa rain-
water, and it struck me as probable that the periodi-
cal rains which come up from the Indian Oecan, are
stayed by and gathered in these mountains. They
deluge the plain of Dauder, but are hardly felt at
Quetta, The vocks are high and barren,  In sum-
mer the sun acting upon these pent-up waters,
causes a pestilent air, and the road between Quetta
and Dauder is shut.* Native cossids are, indeed,
to be found whose poverty will tempt them to carry
letters, Lut they often remain on the road as food
for hycnas. We saw many foot-marks of these
animals, fit inhabitants of a region so desolate, that
bhad they not the power of going far for their food,
they must eat cach other,

From Cundye a road goes dircet to the town
of Baugh. When we had crossed the broad lake,
we followed a turn of the valley for four miles, then
the mountains breaking, we left them, and, following
a small but rapid brook, rode across a bare plain,
seven miles to Gooroo, a village distant three miles
from the town of Daunder.

Dauder iz a town of the same size as Quetta;
likewise governed under the authority of the khan of

# When this road iz shut, tavellers go ffom Quedia oid Moostung
aod Relsute Wusseer to Guodawa., e latter rogd i3 taken b}'
caruvans of lnder camels, and it is not described a3 o dieult one,
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Kelaut-g-Nusseer.  The Hakim was a man who had
been brought up as a slave in the house of the Khan.
Two-thirds of the inhabitants are Juts,®* and Beloo-
ches, and the rest Hindooz, Viewed from hence,
the mountains which we had left presented the ap-
pearante of ene very high range, coming up north
from the sea, and crossing the Tukkatoo chain at a
right angle, s0 as distinetiy to separate the moun-
tainous from the plain country,  We now fielt that
we had quitted Khorassaun ;e—climate, soil, and pro-
duce, and the dark, oily, naked people, all forcibly
told of Hindoostan.

Dander ia sitwated in the ard white plun of
Kutch, the erusted surfice of which is cracked like
the dried bed of a marsh.  Even the natives fecl the
hieat of this plain in snmmer as dreadiul, and it would
searcely he habitable were it not watered by the
stream which we brought with us from the hills, and
by a river called Niree, which, coming {rom the
Tukkatoo, or, as they are here ealled, the Laree
mountaing, runs south to forty-two wmiles beyond
Baugh, and then goes off to the right towards what
I may term the great Sinde and Kutch chain,

During the periodieal rains this bed is filled : the
cultivators build strone earthen dams across it, and
so retain the water for a second crop,  Searcely any
wheat or barley is new grown : the staple food of the

# The aborigines, long ago converted from the Hlindoo, to the
Seonnee Mobummudan, religion.
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people is jawarrce, which is eultivated to a great cx-
tent round Dauder. Bajra and cotton are also cul-
tivated. We halted one day at Gooroo, and the
Hikim’s men levied a tax of hall'a ducat upon each
horse.

Dec. 7th. — Thirty-six miles to Baugh. Afer
riding eleven miles, we saw at the distance of five
miles on our left, the village of Hecree, which is
used by camel earavans as a stage between Baugh
and Dauder. The country was quite bare till we
were within eight miles of Baugh, when it was flonded
by water from the dams of the Nirce, and cultivated
all the way with jawarree and bajra.  From the ap-
proach, the town looked well, adorned, as it appeared,
by fine trecs, and several little temples, and built
upon 4 rising ground, above the oasis which had been
formed around it ; but when we approached, the illu-
gion vanished, and we found a dirty town of low mud
houses, built partly within, and partly without, a
crumbling mud wall, the many gaps in which had
been stopped by furze bushes, In the trees, how-
ever, we were not so much disappointed, and we
picketed our horses in a large grove.

Baugh is a town of two thousand houses, and three
hundred shops. A third of the inhabitants are
Hindoos, and they seemed to enjoy a brisk trade,
chiefly in the common sorts of grain.  The Affghauns
take many camel-loads of jawarree hence to their
own country, both using it to make bread for them-
selves, and giving it to their horses. The Hindoos
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also profit by the sale of gunpowder, much of which
is manufactured here, and exported to Affghaunis-
taun and to Sinde.

We halted seven days at BDaugh, in order that the
horses might recruit upon the nourishing stalks of
the jawarrce plant. When we arrived, the Hakim,
who had also been a slave in the family of the Khan
of Kelaut, was away, fighting some of his rebellious
gubjects, but he returned on the third day, at the
head of a faithiul body of his men at arms, looking as
victorious as possible, preceded by a state clephant,
and by a brace of musicians, who made a dreadful
noise with Indian trumpets.  The horseadealers were
lavish of their adulations: * The Khan was come
from beating his enemies! Inshallah! was it not al-
ways thus that his fortunate foot returned to his
abode of wealth and delight I"—The Khan conde-
scended to be as gravious as a proper sense of dignity
would allow him, and subsequently evinced his satis.
faction by accepting something less than the regular
duty of half a ducat upon each horse.

Great was the astonishment of some Affghauns
who had not before seen an clephant.  They stared
at the animal open-mouthed, sighed, and shook their
heatds, and seemed with difficulty to persuade them-
gelves that it was a natural ereature.

On the road from Pisheen 1 had been astonished
at the physical powers of the Affghaun grooms:
many of them had the difficult task of leading two
strongr horses during a march that occupied the day,

YoL, 1L 0
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and at night they relieved each other on guaerd, their
food consisting only of half-baked cakes of unleavened
bread. Here many seemed inclined to bring up the
balance of their fatigue hours, reposing day and night
among the bundles of jawarree stalks that had been
piled up for the horses, while a few would amuse
themselves by bathing in the deep lakes which had
been formed in the river's bed, or by prowling round
the banks to get a shot at wild fowl. I saw a young
man of the party shoot two ducks with ball: at the
end of his matchlock was a long fork on a pivet,
which he uzed as & rest, and he invariably fired with
great precigion.

At sunrise every morning [1indoos would visit us
with pots full of eurds, portions of which they ladled
out to a peas weight, insisting upon money first,
and taking special carc that their vessels were mot
tonched. The last caution was thought a great pre-
sumption by some of the rough mountaineers, who
had been accustomed to think very contemptuously
of a Hindoo, and they beeame quite indignant when
the idolaters presumed to elevate their veices, and
bandy angry expressions with them. * Ohl that I
had you up in my own place | was nearly the male-
diction of one of Muheen Shal’s men, when called
off from a Hindoo radish-merchant whom he had been
bullying: *Oh! that I bad you up in my own
place!” By Aboo Bukr, I would flay you, and then
flog you to death with your own black hide, vile dog
of jehanmum 1"
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Not having had the good fortune to visit Wales, I
cannot tell how far I am justified in the following
comparison, but judging from written deseriptions of
the people of our sister country, I am inclined to
think that, as the Persians have been named the
Frenchmen, o the Affrhauns might be termed the
Welshinen of the East. In their love for cheese,
though they have not yet learncd to toast it, the
Affrhauns are very little behind the Welsh; they
are brave, ridiculously proud, and as hasty as tinder
to cateh fire; and, like the Welsh, they have a
peculiar way of altering the letters of words, so as
to make themn sound short.

Furrah (the ancient Purra) they eall Purrah ; and
the famed Vuzeer Futteh Khan, whom they so loved,
and whom they still so often talk about, is commouly
called Puttch Kan, The Persian alphabet, which
they use (having no written character of their own),
admits of several substitutions of one letter for an-
other; but the Affrhauns are frequently not guided
by rule, and as they generally speak in a nasal tone,
and mispronounce the words of any other language
but their own, & good story iz casily made out of
their expressions.  The following ancedote, iil as my
translation of it may read, is an inimitable one as told
by & Persian who has lived among Affrhauns.

When Ahmud Shah founded the Doorraunce mo-
narehy, he modelled his court upon the Persian style,
and sn.:n-crul: gentlemen of the latter country came to
obtain service under his Majesty. Thegreatest of these

o2
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was an old kuzzilbash nobleman, named Al Merdaun
IKhan, who having signified his desire to the proper
authoritics, had a day appointed for andience of the
Affzhaun monarch. The Dourraunee ceremony of
presentation at court is a very strange ong, borrowed,
apparcntly, from the Chinese Tartars,—-the person
upon whom the honour is to be conferred, being
placed between two officers of the court, who run
him up at a trot to within a certain distance of
the king, shout out his name, and then, *-'-‘-"l-iﬂ“.'.} him
round, huery him back again at the pace he came : at
Jeast this is the Persian aceount of the ceremony. Ali
Merdaun Khan's dignity was considerably shaken by
this (to him) unusual mode of proceeding, and he
lost all control over his temper when he was an.
nounced as Al Pertan Kan, from Iﬁp'tlﬂn. Indig-
nantly shaking off his condnctors, the old noble ex-
claimed, with more warmth than decorum,  Nae
Ali Pertan Kan, from Ispilan! but A.li Mer-daun
Khaun, from Is-pha-haun,”—laying a dignified stress
upon every syllable of his full sounding name and
birthplace, and then, with a reverential bow to the
king, awaiting his dismissal, and gravely retiring as
he would have done from the presence of the Shahan
Shah, Ahmud Shah, it is said, was much amused at
the Khan's bearing, and wished to retain him near
his person, but the old gentleman’s pride was hurt,
and he refused to stay among a people too barbarous
to pronounee his name properly,

Besides curd-sellers, we were daily visited by
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venders of fried peas, and of immense radishes and
turnips, which the Affghauns devoured raw in great
quantities ; and morning and evening we were waited
on by all the indigent of the place, anong whom
were several uncombed and debauched-looking fakeers,
who used to prowl about until they caught a party
about to cat, when with the exclamation of Yah
Ik ! they would coolly thrust their gourds forward,
and wait until something was put into them. One
red-eyed old beggar of the crew was even loss core-
monious, fur one evening, when a party near us had
prepared for themselves, as a treat, a mess of bread
sopped in mutton broth, he waited till they gathered
round it, then stepping up to where they were
seated, dropped on his heels, and with a devout
* Dismillah  Trabmaun Ireabeem ! threw up his
sleeve, and dipped his fingers into the dish.  “The
party were disposed to be angry, but seeing that they
drew back, their sellinvited guest with the most im-
perturbuble assuranee pressed them to eat j—¢ Bis-
willak ! Bismillah ! fall to 1 pray, fall ta!1 what Ullah
has provided let no wan be wntbankiul for 1™ and,
whether moved by the piety of Lis speech, or by
hungrer, one of the hosts repeated Bismillah! and
they were presently all eating together with as wuch
concord as diligenee,

Apropes of turnips above alluded to,—I at this
place heard a curious ancedote related by a Ghilgie,
who accounted for the defeat of his tribe, when on
the last occasion they rose under Abdoorabieemn Khap,
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the lineal descendant of their ancient kings, and en-
deavoured to overtbrow the Doorraunce monarchy ;
for the interesting account of which, see Elphin-
stone’s Caubul.—* You'll be late, and will lose your
bargain i you remain there higgling for turnips,”
said a Syud to a Ghilgie Affghaun whom he wanted
to accoapany bim to the town. * And if I amn,”
retorted the man, * 1 cannot lose more than 1 have
done by turnips.”  The laugh that the answer ex-
cited, induced we to ask the meaning of it, and the
Ghilgic himself gave it to me in the evening.
He eommenced by describing how his clans were in-
duced to get together, what Khans were among them,
and where they met amd fought the Doorraunces,
&c. ; but the part immediately relating to his answer
was this: “ We had the best of it, and got near
Counbul, and after fighting and beating the Door-
raunces till the heat of the last day, we went into a
turnip-ficld to refresh ourselves : news came that the
Doorrannees had rallicd antl were upon us; we did
not believe it, but stayed to eat our turnips, and 1 was
among the few lueky ones who can tell the tale”
Some ill-natured person of our company told the
Hikim that Muheen Shah had a Feringee with
him. Fortunately the worthy governor was a
Aoreed® of our patron’s, and he took no further ad-
vantage of the communication than to cxact the
promise of some particular blessings for his son. He

* Disciple,
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oven sent two horsemen to see us safcly out of his
country,* only requesting that Syud Mubcen would
pass his son under his leg : this the Shah told me he
did three times, and, Inshallab | no sword would cut,
no bullet shoot the lad, and he would become a dis-
tinguished man it it was bis nusseed kismutt  And
thus we happily bade adicu to Baugh.

* | bave since leurned with regret, that this kind deputy was put to
dentdi by his chicl, for seeding o complimentary present to the an-
1I-1I.‘.kj" cE-monancl, Sl E-]h:njnh,unllu Exst Frainlesa aftempt Lo recurer
tho Affglsce menarchy,

+ Futeand fortune.
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CHAPTER 1IX.

March from Bangh to the town of Shikarpore—Temarks on the
pelitical and socinl condition of BDelouchistaun,

Dec. 14.—We rode from Baugh, sixteen miles, to
the village of Muchee, On the road we passed the
villages of Kizee-ke-wustee, and Gilpore, at cach of
which there was an unbricked well. We nearly
followed the course of the Niree river: in parts the
water had been kept, from others it had been drawn
off. The natives here and there dig wells in parts of
the bed which have been lately drained: the water
thus obtained is not good, but it is better than could
be pot by digging elsewhere. There was much
cultivation of jawarree and cotton on the way.

15th.—Twenty-six miles, vid Hajee-ke-Sheher,
Ghurrce, and Meerpore, to Conda.  The three first
places were well-sized villages, and at the last were
two mud towns of the same name, This march also
we had with the Niree, the bed of which was dry for
shout two-thirds of the distance. The Niree river
now goes off to the right, nearer to the mountains,
and, some said, reaches the sea.

At Cunda there was an old large, and a small new
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town, both surrounded with mud walls. We could
not buy any milk here, and the inbabitants said that
they were all in a state of beggary ; a tribe of maraud-
ing Belooches baving driven away seven hundred
head of eattle a few months before, and the jawarree
crop having been blighted.

Here a demand was made by two different partics
for duty upon our horses. The Syuds agreed to pay
the chicf of the strongest set, on condition that he
kopt off the other, which he consented to do; but
when lie had persnaded hiz rivals to withdraw, he in-
sisted upon receiving half the sum that they had de-
manded besides hig own, threatening to bring them
back if his demand was not complied with, "The
Syuds were now obliged to assume their bullying
tone : they deelared that they would fight both parties
rather than be robbed, hinting that common weapons
would avail little against theirs; and, getting to-
gether, they took counsel about formally cursing the
exactor Nawaub Juwanee, as the chiel was named.

This got wind, as it was intended it should, and
not long after eame a messenger from the Nawaul's
mother, to offer a trifling present to the head Syuds,
deprecating their curse, and promising to use all her
influence over her son, to bring him to reason.  This
she apparently did, for in the evening the Nawaub
sent to say that if the Syuds would pay him his due,
and a trifle more, be woulil escort them with twenty
horsemen to the end of the next stage, and this was
agreed to,
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16th.—Twenty-one miles to Saatee. Lor the
first nine miles we rode through a fine tamarisk and
thorn wood 3 the country onward was bare. Saatee
is a moderate-sized village. Iere a party came to
demand duty : Nawaub Juwance took three ducats
to dismiss them, and when he had with much ditfi-
culty succeeded in doing so, he sent to request that
some chivs® might be given him, The Syuds were
shocked at its being supposed possible that they
could have any thing so unlawful in their pessession,
Lut they sent him another ducat in licu, fearing alto-
gether to east his bighness off.  The title to which
this debauched extortioner answered was, Ghurreed
Nawdz,— Cherisher of the 'oor.”

17th. — T'wenty-nine miles to loonco.  Afler
riding ten miles, we came to a jungle of low trecs,
which, runming ecast and west, warks the boundury
between Beloochistaun and Sinde, and which south-
ward extends to the river Indus, whose banks it
fringes. We bad stolen away from Saatee a lirtle
before the moon rose, and reachud the wood about
sunrise ; hardly had we entered it, when we heard
two or three shots fired behind ws, and the ery ran
that our rear was attacked : the fighting men has-
tened lLack to the post of danger, priming their
picces as they went, while the others pressed on as
fast as the narrow path would admit, camels and
horses crowding upon each other; but after a few

* An intoxbeting drug.
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minutes of suspense, we learmed that the alarm bad
been needlessly given by two or three stragglers, who
had been stripped of their clothes by robbers.  We
continued our warch without further disturbanee,
amul when we had ended it, the merchants congratu-
lated cach other upon being out of Beloochistaun,

Foonoo is a large MHindoo village, surrounded by
a few acres of land cleared from the jungle, inha-
bited by people who had the air of a society of
(Quakers, compared with those whom we had been
accustomed to look upon,  ITere was much to assure
us that we were really in India: we encamped in a
fine grove of neem and mango trees, near a very
large brick well, to and from which the women passed
at evening, gracefully carrying jars upon their hoads,
and somctimes singing as they went in groups
wany grray squirrels were chasing each other round
the trunks of the large trees, the foliage of which
was filled by doves, wminas, and little green paroquets;
the sun, the heat of which, even at this scason, we
felt unpleasant when long exposed to it, went down
like a ball of fire, tinging the sky one beautitul deep
erange colour; amd at nmight the ground we slept
upon was wet with a beavy dew.

The next morning we parted company from the
greater number of the horse-dealers, Syud Mubecn
Shal resolving to accompany me to the north-west
fronticr of Dritish India. A fow of the merchants
came with us to Shikarpore on business, while the
rest went on to the town of Larkhans, where they
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proposed to make a halt of ten days or a fortnight,
before proceeding vid the capital of Sinde to the sea-
coast. Mubheen Shah sclected half-a-dozen of his
best horses to take with him, and sent the rest on to
Bombay, uader charge of his brother,

From Poonoo we rode about five-and-twenty miles
to the town of Ghurree, Our path lay through a
thick jungle, the sml of which was very fine.  I'racks
crossed each other in all directions, and we frequently
lost our way until we abtainod a guidu; Once we
were obliged to make a circuit to aveid a marsh or
lake, which had been formed, we were told, by the
inundation of the Indus. We thought it must be
rain-water, but were assured that, above Shikarpore,
the right bank of the river was low, and that there
much water was let in upon the country.

There were many wretched hamlets on and near
the road, occupying small spots cleared from the
jungle, At each there was a shallow unbricked well,
and round about most of them small patches culti-
vated with the commonest grain, A few buffuloes,
goats, and fowls, scemed to constitute the wealth of
cach village.

Ghurree is a moderate-sized, thriving town. We
saw there much good sugar-cane, and noticed twenty
common Indian mills at work, expressing oil from
sesamun seed.  Iere we first saw a2 wheeled car-
riage. A hundred Affghaun families are settled at
Ghurree ; their chicf, Jooma Khan Baurickzye, was
residing in a neat little fort near the town, affecting
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submission to the authority of the Amecers of Hy-
derabad.

From Ghurree we rade cight miles north to Shi-
karpore : half way was the furtificd village of Kerne.
In approaching Shikarpore, we rode for some dis-
tance through open groves of tall palm-trees, and
the appearance of the town was impesing, as we
seeasionally got glimpses of its high houses rising
above each other among fine trees.  Two miles from
the city we were met by a party of the governor's
confidential people, who were going off cxpress to
Poonon, on the report that a large company of horsc-
merchants had halted there.  The chief' of the party,
who was a conscquential and fat little Belooche,
decmed our coming reason sufficicnt for his return-
ing 3 therefore inquiring where the horse-merchants
would be met with, he sent his men after them, and
himscelf took ;,:hrir;lzu of us, ri:l:ing rottmel us as we
proceeded, to judge iF any of our steeds were worthy
the Ameer's notiee; for these princes are very arbi.
trary in their ordera about the horses which come
down from the north countries, allowing nane to be
taken out of their dommions until thev have seen
them. 1 happened to be riding the best of Muoheen
Shab's horses, and the wan singled me out :—+ Ho!
vou sir! what is vour fortunate name #'—* Moprza
Sadik,” mattered 1, taken rather by BUTPTISE —
“"I'hen Meerza Shddik, just walk vour horse out,
hold up bis head, and put him to bis amble ; —higher,
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higher, man] phoo! arc you a horse-dealer; or do
you not want to show lis paces ¥ 1 believe that is
it, for you Puthans are deceitful fellows,” Here it
was explained who Sywd Mulicen Shah was, and the
Belooche sobered his tome, declared that he had a
great esteem for holy men, and that we wore wol-
come to Shikarpore. On reaching the city, our
bustling conductor left us, to announee our arrival,
and we put up in & small prove just outside the
wall.

Shikarpore is a very large town, surrounded by a
thick, but much broken mud wall, in which there
are ecight gates, Much of the interior 35 waste
ground, and part is occupied by large trees, Al
most every house has a shop attached to it, and
through the centre of the city runs each way a
low bazaar, covered in with rafters and palm
leaves. The shops scemed to be well filled with
the necessaricz of life, and various merchandise,
and the people had that busy air which characterizes
men engaged in active trade,

Around the city are fine gardens, and groves of
iuxuriant Indian trees, which make the environs
very beautiful ; but the heat of the climate during
the greater part of the year is sueh as would kill
any body but a Hindeo. So great is the heat, that
every inhabitant who can afford the cxpense, builds
upon his house a very high story, on the roof of
which he sleeps without clothes, * In summer,”
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said an Affghaun resident, * the sun will roast an
egg, and turmn a white man black ;" about the ne
plus ultra of solar heat.

Shikarpore is chiefly inhabited by Hindoo bankers
and merchants, who have commereial conpesions all
over the east.  They are sleck, smooth.shaven, and
what an American would term prospersus.lnoking
men, and il report does not very much belie them,
they are an immensely rich body,  Like the blood.
sucking Sircars of Bengal, they are said to attnch
themselves to the fortunes of others, and to grow
fat, in proportion as their patrons grow poor i—
aie reste, they are civil, good people, and very clever
at languages, there being but few among them who
do not understand Persian, DBeloochee, Pushtoo,
Hindoostanee, and the dialeets o Sinde.  Several
corruptions of the Sinde language are in use, the
most common one of which is ecalled Shikarporee.
We heard it spoken at Dawder, and after we had
erossed the Indus, as far casterly as Bubawulpore ;
it is a sharp, quickly-spoken dialect, differing from
Himdoostimee about as muclyas Bengalee docs.

Mure than a fourth of the inhabitants of the city
are Mohwmmudans, and among these are from five
to six humlred Atfghaun familics.  In the province,
we were told, are scttled az many as four thousand
familiez: great jealousy exists between them and
their late tributaries the Sindecs, but they can do
nothing but grumble, and pray that the Doormunee
King may have his own again, When the relatives
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of the Afighaun vuzeer dethroned Shah Mahmood,
Shikarpore fell to the share of the Candahar
brothers; but the Hyderabad Ameers, who had
only been obedient to the Affphaun monarchs ocea-
sionally and upon compulsion, declared themselves
entirely independent after the revolution, and cject-
ing the Affghaun governor from Shikarpore, placed
a servant of their own in his stead, not fearing the
rebel  claimants, whe, they judged, would have
cnough to do to take care of themselves in their
distant provinee of Candahar. The Hikim whe
now rules at Shikarpore on the part of the Ameers,
collects from the town and province three lacs of
rupees yearly. The further sum of 50,000 rupees
acerues anneally to the Ameers from the customs of
the city. When the Affghauns had the rule, double
the latter sum was collected.

The soil of the provinee is very fertile, and it may
in most places be irrigated by means of wells ; water
lying sufficiently near the surface to be raised by the
Persian wheel,  Sugar, cotton, indigo, tobacco, and
opium, are cultivated, s also wheat, barley, and
peas, a little rice, and much jawarrce and bajra.
However the finest land of the provinee is waste:
the rich banks of the Indus, which are alluvial for
some miles’ breadth on either side, and which might
be cultivated to great purpose, are allowed to remain
covered with jungle, that pame may be preserved for
the sport of the Ameers.

I would now take & slight review of the country
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between Candahar and Shikarpore, premising that
as Mr., Pottinger wrote a full description of Beloo-
chistaun, 1 confine myself to the detail of sueh parts
as came immediately under our observation.

Our caleulations make the distance from Candahar
to Shikarpore (bends in the road, &, included) about
three bundred and ninety miles, It has been shown
that the rule of the Candahar rebel Sirdars does not
extend to Quetta; and that although the authority
of the Khan of Kelaut.o.Nusseer commences at the
latter place, the road from it to the capital of the
next of his petty states is commanded by wild Aff.
ghaun and Helooche tribes, who oecupy the hills on
the leit and right of the furmidable pass of Bolaun.
Hikims rule at Dawler and Baugh in the name of
the Khan of Kelaut, but they have cach enough to
do to sustain their limited authority, and the more
southern and western parts of Beloochistaun are in
a very disturbed state, DBelooche tribes war upon
cach other, or plunder the Juts, and many who can
find means to pay a few retainers, set themselves up as
chiefs, and call a small circle of country their own.

The good order of Beloochistaun, I mean of that
part of it which may be eonsidered as Lelonging to
the government of the Khan of Kelaut-e-Nusseer,
and which I will call Beloochistaun proper,* would

® Boy Kutely, on the cast of the great (Sindeaml Kuich) chaim;
and wist of this, 10 the longivadiond bee of 647, the country between
Keloat ond tee seas for the westesn Delooclss are, and, 1 imagioe,
ever have beew, ns independent ns Bedouins,
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appear to depend upon that of Affghaunistaun.
When, on the death of Nadir Shab, Ahmud Khan
Suddozye founded the Doormaunce monarchy, De-
loochistaun, under Nusseer Khan, became virtually
subject to the reigning power in Affrhaunistann j—
an agreement being made by which the Khan of
Kelaut engaged to furnish a large queta of troops to
the King of Candabar’s army, whenever it should be
employed in forcign war,  Almud Shah made the
Belooches gensible of their inferiority to the Af-
shauns, and while e reigned, his aothority was
rencrally respected.  So longr alzo as Nusseer Khan
lived, Deloochistaun waz well governed, but during
the last twelve years of thiz chiel®s rule, another king
sat on the Affghaun throne—"Timour Shah, who by
his irresolute conduct gave encouragement to turbu-
lently-disposed chiefs to throw off their allegiance,
and the Delooches, long acoustomed to consider that
alone to be power which was sustained at the sword's
point, began to think lightly of the proteeting go-
vermnent, and many of them to set at nought their
ligge-lord the Khan of Kelaut.

Mahmoud Khan was a mere boy when he suceeeded
his fither Nusseer Ihan, and conseguently he was not
able effectually to choek the revolt of bis chiefs, “The
sons of Timour Shal Deorraunce oceupied themselves
i ¢ivil war, and when the last of them was driven from
the throne by rebels, Affghaunistaun was divided
into several states, which were not separately strong
enough to enforce obedience from the Belooches.
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However, Mehraub Khan, the present Khan of Ke-
laut, not being cordially supported by his chieftains,
finds it expedient to be friends with the Candzbar
Sirdara ; as well to prevent their spoiling his country,
ns to have in them an ally agpainst the Ameers of
Sinde, who have shown a wish to encroach upen his
territory, Mchraub Khan has also found it neces-
sary to conciliate Hunjeet Siog, and, all things
considered, it seemed to be thought that he wished
for the restoration of the Suddozfe dynasty in
Alffrhaunistaun,

The bulk of the inhabitants of Kuteh are Juts,—
tho aborigines, It is not exactly koown at what
period these people were converted from the Hindoo
to the Moluminudan religion; at present they are
divided into wmany tribes, and profess themselves
Seonnees, They live in villages, and are the agri-
culturists of the country.

The Belooches bear but a very small proportion to
thoze whom they conguered, and, with the exception
of a fow who reside in the small forts which are scat-
tered over the country, they live in khails, and rove
to pasture their oxen and sheep.

"The condition of cither people secms far from a
progperous one.  Lhey are just able to feed and
clothe themselves, and that but inditferently,  The
Belooches live under felt tents,  “The habitations of
the villazes are mere sheds, generally built of sticks
and grass, and the inhabitants can change their situa-
tion almest as casily as it they lived in tents.

re
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The terms on which the land is tilled are these:
Persons wishing to cultivate land near a stream, (the
Naree, for instance,) throw a dam across the bed,
and run upafew houses near the spot.  The produce
of the land upon whieh water is turned, is divided
mnto three shares :—the first one the enltivator halves
with the Hakim, or with the proprietor of the soil, to
indemmify himself for the expense of constructing the
cmbankment ; and of the two remaining shares, the
Hikim, or proprictor, takes nearly seven eighths.
A traveller might pote the sites of villages which,
perbaps, would not be found twelve months after-
wards ; for in case of oppression by the lord of the
soil, or of accident, such as the breaking away of 2
dam, 8., the ryots are likely to remove and esta-
Llish themselves elsowhere,

The country to the right of our road, near the
mountaing, 18 [ imagine not ill-cultivated, for we
learned that from the base of the mountaing, all the way
from Dauder to the sea, run many little rivolets, the
waters of which are dammed, and kept for agricultural
purposes. 1 mentioned that we brought a strcam
with us from the mountains, which went off towards
them again after having watered the land about Dat-
der. I believe that this is jeined by another stream,
which comes out of the hills by a pass called Moolld,
and that it then runs parallel with, and at no great
distance from the mountains, half way to the sea.

T'he river Naree comes south from the high moun-
tains of Tukkatoo, or Lirec, past Sewee, a proverbi-
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ally hot place, where much rice iz coltivated. East-
ward of the Naree we heard of two moderately-sized
streams (which [ imagine must run to the Indus),
and many small rivulets are said to irrigate the lands
at the foot of the mountains, The general course of
all the water in this plain 15 south,

The staple food of the people of Kutch is jawarree
or bajra bread,  The first grain is much cultivated,
and sold very chweap.  Wheat and barley are little, if’
at all, grown. We could {'l'l't!}' obtain ‘whesten flour at
the towns, and then not much; even barley mueal,
which is far cheaper, was not to be had ready ground
in any quantity.

At the towns of Dauder and Baugh, a little mutton
or goat’s Hesh was esposed for sale in the bazaar.
The people of Kuteh possess many catele, but owing
to their poverty, and perhaps to the heat of the
climate, they do not eat much flesh, Some of the
horse-merchants of our party brought with them
picees of dry salted meat, to which they oceasionally
treated themaelves,

One day we had the luck to taste fresh mutton,
such as it was, A stout Caubul ram, which was
heing led to India for sale, warranted to break the
head of any male of his species he might butt asainst,
happened to receive a severe kick from a camel, and
as he looked very hkely to die, it was determined to
kill and eat him. Muvheen Shah was called wpon to
officiate.  Standing in the midst of a erowd, the
rasping ram lying at his fect, he bared his arm, and
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Bourished his knife, with the dignity of an ancient
priest of Jupiter, then uttering a loud ¢ Bismil-
lah Ullah Ho Acber!™ he stooped and tumed the
victim's head towards the kebla, while he dexterously
drew the sharp blade across the throat, so as not
quite to divide the thorax, and then declared the
flesh to be lawful meat.
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CHAPTER X.

Halt at Shikarpose—Alarch to the river Indus, and on to the towss of
Khirepare and Hohree—Fortress of Hukkar—Ameors of Sinde—
Stnte of the poople—Rohree wall situated for commercial purpuses
—Remarks on Britich and Bussion trade with central Asia.

Wz halted three days at Shikarpore. Our friend
had business to transact, aud the Hikim made some
difficulty about allowing him to take his horses across
the Indus, until he promised to go vid Khirepore, in
order that the Meers of that place might see the
animals,

We had ample leisure to survey the town and its
environs, I do not believe there is any thing very
curious to be scen at Shikarpore, unless it be the
library of one Mesh Hadjee VFakeer Oollah, who
boasted that he possessed seven hundred volumes,
gix hundred and nincty-nine of which were upon
thealogy, and one upon history.

On the 20th of December we rode from Shikarpore
to the river Indus. The distance was about fitteen
miles, and our road lay through a jungle, which in
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many places was inclosed and planted with sugar-
cane, to preserve wild hogs for the sport of the
Ameers.  Just as the sun was sctting, we found
ourselves at the end of the wood, and upon the high
bank of the Indus, which was flowing past us in one
calm broad etream. The spot where we stood com-
manded a view of two other broad reaches, and the
scene altogether was one that for quiet grandeur and
beauty could hardly be surpassed.

We slept upon the bank, and the next moming
were ferried over in boats which held two eamels and
three horses.  We were towed up the bank for some
distance, and then loosing, went across diagonally
with the help of the stream. We were rowed by a
large pair of oars, assisted by a long rudder which
the helmsman used as a paddie, and we were exactly
cight minutes from bank to bank.

"The water appeared to run at the rate of two miles
and a half per hour, and the breadth of it was half
amile. The boatmen said that the water was then
at its loweat, and that it would not rise till the moun-
tain enows melted in the spring.  We had not the
means of aseertaining its actual depth, but we found
no bottom near the centre of the stream with a pole
twelve feet long, and were told that we were not near
it. Though the right bank was high, the left was
here scarcely defined ; the bed was of earthy sand,
and the water in appearance like that of the
Ganges.

We rode on nive miles beyond the river, through
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a low open wood not far from the bank, and crossed
a dry bed which we saw again at Khirepore : water
15 dammed up in it for enltivation, as in the Kutch
wiater-courses.  Seven miles on the road was a large
village named Hohrara or Oleera; we halted at the
village of Dublee, where we spent the night un-
pleasantly cnough in o drizeling rain.  Muheen Shah
tricd an address to the skies, but they would not
pity us, and we had nothing for it but to met well
under our blankets,

2nil.—Eight miles by a winding road through
jungle to Khirepore, a very large open town built
among trees,—the scat of the descendants of the
fate esteemed Sinde chief Ameer Sohraub.

At his death Meer Sehraonb bequeathed his coun-
try to hiz cldest son Meer Rooztum, and all his
colleeted wealth to his second son Meer Mordd;
decreeing however from the revenues of the eldest,
provision for forty other descendants.  The two
brothers at first quarrelled, but when we were at
Khirepore they were hving in the same house,
though on very dobiows terms, A wall divided
their several ranges of apartments, and the entrances
were kept by a body of either chief®s retainers ;
indecd we were told that Meer Morad dreaded to
go out hinting without hiz brother, lest the latter
should take the opportunity to seize his treasure.

Yot we heard from several persons an ancedote of
Meer Mord, which, were it not for the indubitable
fact that it is not in the nature of Asiatics to confide
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in cach other, would induee a doubt whether a man
who had acted so generously, could harbour such
degrading suspicions against a brother who could not
wrong him if he acknowledged the weakest dictates
of honour or gratitude, as the following story may
show.

Meer Roostum received no money with the terri-
tory that his father bequeathed to him, and when he
quarrelled with his brother, he found himself zo ill
able to pay the fighting men whom he had enter-
tained, that he applied to a neighbouring chicf for 2
loan to enable him to earry on the war. Meer
Moréd, hearing of this, sent to request that he would
not lower his dignity by taking money from a stran-
grer, for he would lend him whatever sum he required,
whether they were to continue cnemies, or to be-
come friends ;—and this it was, according to the
story, that led the way to a reconciliation,

We arrived at Khirepore early in the day : scarcely
were our horses tied up, when we heard loud shouts
and the barking of many dogs, and presently came
a party of troopers to say that the Meers were going
out hunting, and had ordered our horses to accompany
them, that they might see their mettle. Ilemon-
sirance was useless, so the horses being saddled,
were ridden off, and put through their paces till
CVENIng.

Muheen Shah was very indignant, and the next
day took an early opportunity of applying for per-
mission to continue his journcy. When he went,
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he was offered five hundred rupees for his best
horse, and excusing himself from selling any, on the
plea that they had been bought on commission for
some Rajah in British India, be was ordered to pay
a very heavy duty upon cach animal.  He complied,
and was told that he should receive a pass, but as he
was about to leave the palace, he was taken by a party
of Meer Morid's wen, whe demanded duty on ac-
count of their master, and the eonsequence of his
refusal was, that in spite of his bukiht,he was put in
a gruard-house, and kept there all night.

We did not at the time learn more than that our
friend had been imprizoncd, and theretore euffered
much uncasy conjecture as to the couse.  The Al
ghaun grooms were very dejected, and evidently at.
tributed their master’s ill-treatment to his connexion
with me.—We were all sitting round a fire late in
cvening, “ chewing the bitter cud of unpleasant re-
Hections,” and hstening to a serenade of jackals, when
a stout Affighaun stranger walked up and gave us a
Salaam Alekoom ! One of our party looking up, with
an exclamation of surprise recognised the man, who
when he had exchanged a few questions in Pushtos,
sat down ameng us, and wnrolfing a cloth from his
waist, produced a packet of English letters ad-
dressed to me,  Iora moment or two 1 could scarecly
think mysclf awake, so preat was the surprise; but
breaking the seals, I recogmsed the signatures of
fricnds whom I had left at Uabrecz, and was presently
able to appreciate their kind efforts i wy service.
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The letters contained bills on Heraut for the money
we had required, and our friend Moolli Mohumud
had sent them after us to Pisheen, whenee again they
had been forwarded by the Syuds.—Karaumut Al
also mot remembrances from his friends, and for a
while peor Muheen Shah and our sorrow on his ac-
count were forgotten; but the happiness that 1 ex-
perienced in receiving these letters, was dashed with
regret that T could not but feel on learning from them
the death of the Dritish Envoy, Sir John Macdonald,
to whom I had been indebted for many kindnesses.
The next morning Muheen Shah thought it better
to pay for his release, and thus cbtaining it, he lost
no time in getting the promised passport from Meer
Roostum. The Shah looked very pale and unhappy
when he returoed to us, and refused all offers of re-
freshment, vowing that bread should not pass his
lips until he was away from such a place.  We ae-
cordingly made ready to start, and engaging the
services of a goide who said he knew all the roads be-
tween that and Bubawulpore, we set out for Rlohree,
The distance trom Khirepore to Rohree is about
sixtcen miles. We rode for ten miles through a
country which had been partially eleared for culti-
vation, and then entered a grove of gigantic palm-
trees, on either side of which were large walled
gardens of many fruits, and cecasionally a fow
houses. We rode for six miles through this beauti-
ful grove, and got out of it upon a broad area of
loose sand shelving gently down to the Indus. To
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the right of this, built upen a flint rock, was the old
town of Hohreo,—a ruined collection of tall, deso-
late-looking  houzes, with broken latticed windows,
and wuoden baleonies,—and on the left stood a thick
clomp of trees, partly shutting out from view the
massy fortress of Bukkar, which, strongly built of
brick and stone, rises from an island in the centre of
the river. Qur horses clambered up the rocky path
into a narrow street, which was crossed by a long
bazaar, lowly roofed over with rafters and palm.
leaves: not being able to ride wnder this, we found
our way through the town by narrow lanes, and
halted on the other side of it, near the bank of the
rivier,

25th December. — We spent  Christmas.day  at
Iohree, for Muheen Shah gn'mg r:nr'l}r to proesent
vur pass to the governor of the fortress, was told
that it was informal, and that we could not proceed ;
upon which our friend saddled a running camel, and
trotted back to Khirepore again, leaving us to sur-
vey the wonders of this extraordinary place.

Rohree, the ancient capital of the Sogdi, if not
the town which, according to Arrian, Alexander the
Great built when he rested bereabouts on bis way
to the oeean, has fallen into decay, and does not
contain more than six or seven thousand inhabitants,
four-fifths of whom are Hindeos. The flint rock
upon which it is built, is washed by the river, and it
runs curiously back to some miles' distance, having
somewhat the appearance of an old line of bastioned
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fortification. 'The flint of which this and the other
rocks are composed is of 5o good a quality, that
travellers on the river commonly take away & quan-
tity in their boats.

We did not visit the ancient town of Bukkar, but
we viewed its extensive ruins at some distanec from
the opposite bank.

The island fortress of Bukkar is built upon an
oval flint rock three quarters of a mile in circum-
faronce, which divides a stream eight hundred yards
in width., The fort itsclf iz strongly built, but it is
overlooked by the bank upon which stonds the town
of Rohree. It commands the river, and all boats
that pass up and down pay a toll. The water
covers part of the rock at ome end, and forms a
little islet, on which is a Mohnmmudan temple em-
bowered in trees ¢ this is the resting-place of so great
a saint, that the very fishes come up from the sea to
swim a Ziarut round it, and to mark their respect
for the shrine, they never once turn tail on the
journey up.

Near the bank, a little below the fort, 1s another
rock, which becomes an islet at the swell of the
river. ‘This hill bas long been used as a Mobum-
mudan burial-ground, and is covered with old tombs.
You ascend to its summnit by seventy steps: a little
way up dwells a bermit, who makes visiters take
their shoes off, and aceepts their charity, bidding
them pray for the souls of the departed.

‘The natives of Rohree are an amphibious race of
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beings who spend their days upon the river catching
fish, which they salt and prescrve. The mede in
which these fishers exercise their art is very curious :
they lay their stomachs upon larre empty jars, and
holding a line or net in hand, they use their feet as
paddles, and float about with their faces close to the
water.  We wondered at the ease with which they
seemed 1o control the foree of the stream.  Some-
times a man would lie still upon the water, as il he
was tight anchored to the bottom, apd then, aban-
doning himself to the current, he would drop dewn
as far as it suited bim, when he would land, walk
up the bank with bLis jar, and lawnch himself
alrezh.

From its situation, llohree should be a healthier
place than Khirepore 3 the chicls however prefer re-
siding at the latter place, and not only is the town of
Rohree pegleeted, but eon the bank of the river
Leyend it, jungle kecps waste nch land which might
be very protitably cultivated, as well with articles
for export, as with the better sorts of grain. “The
Ameers of Sinde appear to live only for themselves,
and to be as blind to the capabilities of their
country, as they are regardless of the weilare of its
inhiabitants : to indulge their passion for sporting,
they suffer much of’ their richest land to be covered
with jungle, and the revenwe thus sacrificed is made
up, as far a5 is possible, by beavy drains upon the
profits of such lands as are left to the peasantry.
The people feel the cheek of this ignorantly oppres-
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sive system, yet attempt not to better their con-
dition, and in that happy spirit of filial piety for
which Indians are distinguished, resign themselves
to the life that their fathers endured.

The staple food of the people of Sinde is bread
made of jawarree or bajra.  Buffaloes being very
cheap in this country, the poorest people have them,
and some possess & few goats and fowls, Their
dwellings are of the meanest order: the neatest are
those of the people who reside upon lands which are
liable to be Hooded ;—hittle thatehed sheds raised
upon bamboo frames some five or six feet above the
ground, inte which the cccupants ascend by small
Lulders.

From what we observed, and were able to learmn of
Sinde and its people generally, I canmot help thinking
that the amount of the Ameers' income has been
exagrrerated ; though there need be little doubt that
it would more than equal the reputed sum, if these
princes could fully understand their interests. It is
lamentable that proviuces which, from their situation
and natural fertility, ought to be filled with rich and
happy people, should be subject to the misrule of a
few ignorant despote: but the Indus must be shortly
thrown open to our trade, and then will be levelled
that unsocial barrier within which the jealous chief-
tainz of Sinde have so long fenced themselves; we
shall enlighten them with notions of just poliey, and
thus raise the condition of their people. Hitherto
the Tndus has been suffered to flow from its source
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to the Indian ocean, contributing little to the wealth
or civilization of the eountrnies which lie upon its
banks ; the short-sighted chiefs of the Indian states
which it bounds, have been distrustiul of vach other,
and mutually jealous of the power which has resourecs
and enterprise sufficient to embrace the whole of the
river in one grand commercial scheme 3 but happily
their distrust s giving way before the tried guml
faith of the Drtish Government, and we may hope
that many vears will not elapse before all parties are
zealously engaged in an extended trade, which will
bind their interests closcly together, and be the
means of introducing commerce and civilization into
a new world.

Rohree iz a city which appears in every way de-
signed to beeome a place of wealth and importance,
surrounded as it is by a fertile country, standing on
a noble river which is navizable from the occan to
Attock, and situated at mean distanee from wany
places of political and commereial importance.  On
the verge of the natural frontier of Hindoostan, and
commanding the preat Candahar road, it is well
situated on what would be adopted as a line of de-
fence against forcign anvasion ; and conveniently
placed with regard to some of the principal eitics of
[ndia, it offirs an adwirable position for an emporium
which would make owr manufictiures aceessible to the
countries wlich streteh far to the north and west.

The natives of Afrhaumistaun chietly trade with
southern Indis, taking the roads through Deloochis-
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taun and Sinde, to the ports of Kurichee and Mun-
davie, where they embark for Bombay. The Hy-
derabad Ameers endeavour to keep the trade in these
roads, and the Amcers of Khirepore, by injudiciously
t:m::t'rng large and irregular duties, have discouragred
the merchants from opening a new one through their
territory to the northern provinees of Dritish India,
&eo., and thus Shikarpore flourishes ; but Rohree is in
every respect better situated for commeree than Shi-
karpore, and* were it once cstablished as a mart,
would scarcely fuil to attract the wealth of the forwer
place, and to become one of the largest commercial
towns in India.

If the Affirhaun merchants could obtain at Kohree
the European and Indian goods they traffic in, many
of them certainly would repair thither in preference
to fullowing the tedions and cxpensive route to the
sea-coust.  Those who brought things which they
could not sell or exchange at Woliree, would travel
up to ]]ulla“'utpurc, and thence by thie m:wi}r alwnn_-d
road across the Indian desert to the provinees of
Upper India ; and probably they would return to the
fronticr mart to purchase an investment for their own
country. Thus a gramd trade road would be csta-
blished nid Quetta to Candahar, and the fatter ity
would beeome an mi!‘:‘eprlf, whenee our commodities
would be dispersed to other quarters,

I will here venture a fow opinions upon the dis-
tinet question of our trade in the countries beyond
the Indus, for haviog viewed it in connexion with
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the other advantages which should be consequent
upon the opening of the niver, my preceding words
may have made me seerm too sanguine about it.

Our trade beyond the Indus must depend first—
upon the state of the Affrhaun country ; for until that
15 in some degree restored to onder, traffic cannot be
greatly extended in or beyond it.  Not only do
merchants risk open and violent robbery, which they
must pay to guard themselves against, but they are
exposed to the arbitrary exactions of so‘many persons
in anthority, that it is only in consequence of their
obtaining large prices for the small quantity of goods
exported, that they are enabled to make profit.

The.extension of the trade must be gradual; for
as yet the pastoral tribes of Aflzhaunistaun are not
rich enough to purchase a very great quantity of our
manufactures, much as they eovet them; nor does
their country afford many things that we could to
any extent reccive in barter from them.

If encouraged, the Affghaun merchants could im-
port into India any required number of really good
horses, at a fair price, but the demand for these
must necossarily be limited, since the Indian eavalry
cannot be dependent wpon a foreign country for their
supply of hovses, and the Government studs breed
nearly as many as are required for the public
SerVice.

The whole of Hindoostin s now supplied with
dried and preserved fruits from Caubul, by the fol-
lowing roads, vid the Punjaub to Loodecana; wid

Qi
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Damaun, Mooltin, Dubawulpore, and Hissar, to
Dehlee 3 vid Quetta, Dauder, Baugh, and Larkhana,*
to Sinde, and on by the usual road to Bombay and
Madras. Apples, quinces, and prapes are packed
in cotton, and as they are easily damaged, the profit
on them is uncertain; but pomegranates, pistachio-
nuts, almonds, doed apricots, figs, raising, &e., ane
brought without loss: the dewand for them is cer-
tain, and the profit good.

Assafietidd and zaffron are the chief exports from

* T may biope imsert s memorandam of the daties levied on the
rond we touk from Queus to Shikarpare, which was by mmtake omil-
ted in the frs cdition.

Aot B} rerks rupees, named beft seoma (18 of which goton
]]‘.:]_ui.;in_-u uf p_u:p]:,l abnean ), ane levied fur the Relaa clifel, un CVETY himrie,
or luden cosely gosieg 00 Hindeosian,  Bhicto sa laden camils conaing
feoms Himloostin § excepr whies they one clareod wicli bndiee,—the dary
abn i oeanecl-load of wlkich s 153} nijRers § ar with elotls wr lextler, =1l
duagy on which b3 % rapees per Juxl. Unlalen camgls pass duty free.

At Desler  Fominerby beviead by the Adlzhauns, and sent to Canda-
lwr, mow seol o helawt)y, 4 ciopecs aee detisiled for every horse, or
laden camel.  Dhuring the LDourrannce monaechy, pucke s wens
current in this province, s lsen dhe same nambier of tleose wero
taken.

At Haugh 8, at Cupda 2, rupees por hone or Inden camel for the
Foeloud cliel.

At Slikarpore (wlich clears Larkhanch), for the yderaliad
Amneers, are levied v rupess of which 5 go 10w duept (sboap the

EAME a8 S0,
Koala.

Per lsoese : i 5 Lo 3 .
Per camel buben withi vither aw or wroughi silk © . 17
3o, with assafwenda, froae, Hwerd, erimson Jdye-wood, &g, D
Uncne Tumupise stones, klsabk ¢ Forooza, imporiod into Hiondoestin
upan cmels i hrrr:e q_:lum'il::iﬁ. pay duty at the peneral mte of T oor 8
unnas & seer, accerding to the guessed valae, for it i 2 speculntion how
ihie rough stosics will et up.—Note te Second Edition.
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Heraut: the quality of the carpets made there is
very fine, but I am not sufficiently well informed
about our trade in this article, to know whether it
would suit us to revive the manufacture at Heraut,
s0 a8 to obtain carpets thenee by land-earriage, and
ship them at the mouth of the Indus for Europe.

At Candahar iz prown tobaceo, which is esteemed
to be little inferior to that of Shirauz. Very good
opium is cultivated at Candabar, and the mountains
in the north-castern part of Affghaufistaun contain
incxhaustible mines of the purest rock-salt. 1 am
not qualified to judge to what cxtent it would serve
the purposes of the Honourable Company’s Govern-
ment to receive the Jast two artieles, but | presume
that every encouragement would be given to people
willimr to relieve us of our wanufactures, and pers
baps some sacrifice submitted to in one branch of
trade, for the establishment of another.

It 15 difficult to judge what wealth there may be
in Affrhaunistaun and the countries beyond, beeause
the state of society there is such, that men will bury
their money rather than be thought to possess
much; aml having little sceurty for their neigh-
bours' honesty, they are careful how they lend what
they are afraul openly to speeulate with themselves :
but money there doubtless is in those countries,®
and were seeurity established, it would quickly find
its way into circulation, Affzhaunistaun is a coun-

* 1 nsked an Afpghaan morchant wheiler theee was stll wealils in
thids country.  * Is theso iy doulst obeat 0™ was his pnswers G

there were not, what wouald o many Hindeos do thece ¥ Flies Jdo
nrd gwarm about an empty hency-poe”
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try which, were it settled, and ireely open to those
which surround it, would scon attract trade and
wealth. The climate of the countries beyond the
Indus is such, that our woollen and cotton cloths,
8ce., will always be in request there, and gradually,
as the condition of the people betters, will markets
HI'.IEH ﬂ'."' 1 Expuﬂﬁ"

Of late years the Russians have been sedulously
endeavouring to extend the sale of their manufae-
tures in ToorKestaun, Persia, and A#fghaunistaun,
and they have now four channels for their trade.

1. ¥id Orenburg to Bokhars, whence their com-
moditicos are taken to Meshad and Herauot, to Caubul,
and cven to Cashgar.

2. From Astrakhan ei¢d Mungishlak, on the east
coast of the Caspian, to Khiva.

3. DBy the port of Reshdt, on the south coast of
the Caspizn, to Tehraun and Isphahaun, &e., and
to Meshed, &e.

4. By the land-route from Tiflie, vid Tabrecz to
Tehraun, &ec.

The articles that they export are mentioned in my
account of the trade of Meshed, and according to
the statement of Haron Meyendorff, the commerce
between Bokhara and Russia employs three thonsand
camels.

According to the same authority, the value of mer-

chandize imported by the Bokharians mto Russia,
wpen about three thousand ecamels, may amount in a

# Ben Appendiz A,
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good year to near cight millions of paper roubles,
or 333,333 As the goods which the Bokharians
import into Russia, are more valuable and less bulky
than those which they export thence, it may be con-
jectured that they receive in barter as great a quan-
tity of Bussian commodities as will load their camels,
and that they are paid the balance in gold. Gold
ducats coined in Ruossia, are, I know, brought from
Orrenburg : this coin passes current all over the East,
and it is generally sold at a good promilim, on account
of the purity of its metal.

Baron Meyendorff says that the Bokharian mer.
chants realize a clear profit of thirty per cent. upon
their trade with Russia, * Généralement,” he ob-
serves, * ila gagnent moins sur la vente des mar-
chandises Russes en Boukharie, que sur celle de
leurs en Russie; ce qui doil faire conclure gque
limportation de celles de Iussie en Boukharie a
presque ableind son marimum.”

This may be owing, first, to the greater facility
which has of late years been given to the other chan-
nels of Ruszian trade eastward, and zecondly, to the
circamstance of English chintzes and other cloths
having found their way in greater quantities to Bok.
hara. The Russian manufactures have as yet little
to recommend them buf their cheapness, and ours
are every where bought in preference, notwithstand-
ing the great difference of the prices.

According to the best of my information, the least
profit the Affghaun merchants gain upon the sale of
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our goods at Candahar and Caubul, is one hundred
per cent. upon prime cost.  Owing to the iregu-
larity of the trade, our commoditics are sometimes
cheaper at Caubul than at Candahar,

My friend Mubeen Shab, in the year 1828, at
Bombay, invested a capital of seven thowsand rupees,
chiefly in English piece-goods, which he took by sca
to the port of Seomeeanee in Beloochistaun, and
thence on camels wid Bavla, Kelaut, sheen, Can.
dahar, and Ghiizni, to Caubul,  Here, according to
a list of prices shown me, he disposed of part of Lis
mvestment at the rate of one hundred and ten per
cent. profit upon prime eost, and the rest, consisting
chicfly of’ English chintzes, he sent on nid Bulkh to
Bokhara, His goods rcached the latter city about
the time that the Ilussian caravan arrived there from
Orenburg, but they sold immediately at a profit of
from one hundred and fifty to two hundred per cent,
upon prime cost, and comparatively with Russian
manufactures of the same kind, st the rate of a fifth
bigher price.

Muheen Shah, it is to be observed, made profit
upon goods which had come to market by a month's
sea voyage, and a land route of from thirteon to
fourteen hundred miles, notwithstanding many arhi-
trary exactions that he was’ subject to on the way,
and the cxpense of four months' detention at one
place, on aceount of the disturbed state of the eoun.
try. From him and other merchants 1 learned, that
English goods gencrally sell at Bokhara, at the rate
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of one hundred and fifty per cent. profit upon prime
cost at Bombay, and at the rate of a fifth higher price
than Russian manufactures of the same kind.  They
told me also that, two years ago, some lussian
chintzes brought to Canbul could not even be sold
for the Bekhara price, because there was rovich
English chintz in the market. 1 offer their state-
ments to show the different degree of estimation in
which English and Russian manutactures are held in
these countries, and to show that, if e had the navi-
gation of the Indus, we could afford to lower the
prices considerably : we should thus throw our manu-
factures among a fresh clase of persons, and if we
could further reduce our prices to the level of the
Iussian rates, we should in a great measure turn cur
rivals out of the market.

I have taken DBokhara as an extreme peint: of
eourse, if we can gain any advantage over the Rus-
siang in our trade there, it must be increased to us
the nearer we come to the Indus.  “The trade is now
confined to men who undertake distant and irregular
speculations upon petty capitals, which they have
first to realize by selling the things which they ex-
pert from their own eountry ; but were the com.
mercee extemded, moneved merehants would engage
in it, rerular investments would be Jwported
and stored, and the present traders would for the
most part become carriers frow one entrepit to
another.

In a previeus chapter, I quoted a passage from
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Baron Meyendorff, where he says that the trade of
Russia with Bokhara would require fresh impulzes, if
the communication beiween the two countries were
made safe by the subjection of Khiva to the Czar.
If the Russians do by any means succeed in esta-
blizhing their authority at Khiva, they will assuredly
navigate the Oxos;* and here we must keep in sight
a point of great importance, upon which Baron Mey-
endorlf speaks positively ; wviz., that there is no water
communication between Bokhara and the Osgus;—
the river which flows past the city of Bokhara, ex-
pending itself’ in the lake of Kara Koul. This gives
Khiva such an advantage as a place of trade, that it
would in all probability attract the commerce of Bok-
hara, and, becoming stocked by Armenians, Jews,
and other commereial people, would rise into & place
of considerable importance.

The Oxus would easily lead the Russians to Bulkh,
which, there is licenee to suppose, would become a
large town, corresponding to Khiva, and a mart at

# According to the acconnts that we received of the Oxus, it is navi-
galde during cight montls of e year. Fiom obove Bulkh 1o pas
Ehivn, the river has an average breadih of el o mile,  [One infoem-
ami, who stoted dhin, sid thot ke Gt erassod the river above Dulkh,
ned pgain on his way from Dokham, ot Charjool.] When the snows
mwelt o e moantaing From which the Oxua Boows, IE nans ina broad
and very mpid steeam, which it wenld be dangerous ta come bawn, nnd
very ditficult to ascend ¢ this excms of water runs off B two montlhs
and » balf or o, arpd then the river rung broadly and modemicly, hov-
iing depali suifficient (o Aoat boats of karge burden.  There ane boats a8
e Ferries that wke ooross twelve camele. —The peneral necount said,
thae thoers were po fonls, Tt ghot trveliers often crossed on inflated

wkins. In winler the Oxus is frozon.
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which much Indian produce would be exchanged for
Itussian exports. This would cause a great revolu-
tron in the trade of Central Asin, and give the Rus-
sians pdvantages, the effects of which would be best
counteracted by those which we should produce by
throwing open the Indus.

Our trade in the countrics beyond the Indus, I
have observed, must be gradually extended ; but we
should at once nearly double it by establishing an
emporium on the bank of the nver, since we should
cnable the Affghauns to make two voyages where
they now make one.  But it 15 not in these countries
only that we shall extend the sale of our exports by
opening the Indus to our trade :—goods brought by
slﬁ]r from Hnmim:.r, or from Ehgtm!d direet, to the
mouth of the Indus, could be taken up the river, and
lamled at Rohree so cheaply, that we should lower
the prices in Sinde and Rajpootana, in the Central
and Upper Provinees of British India, and m the
Punjaub; so that it may be reasonably coneluded,
that the pross demand for our manufactures would be
very much inereazed.
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CHAIPTER XI.

March on v Bobawnlpore, seross the Imndean desery, to the Brvsh
frontier—Conclasion of journey.

Decemnen 20th.—From Kehree we made a march
of about lorty miles to a very large village narmed
Cawnpore. We passed cight small villages on the
way : the road lay through jungle, which was soft
fered to keep waste a fine soil,

@yth.—Forty miles to Raatee, Syud Muheen Shal
fancied that the Ameers would somchow or other
bear of my being with ks party, and sond men to
bring us back; he therefore desired the guide to
avoid the main road, and we went from hamlet to
hamlet to ask our way., The soil of the country we
rode through was fine, but, excepting where cleared
for a little cultivation of eotton or jawarrec, it was
overrun with jungle. About sunset, as we were
making the best of our way up a long open glade,
one of our running camels slipped upon the turf, and
snapped its leg in two, so that we were obliged to
unload the poor aninal, and give it to some villagers.
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Raatee was a large village, where we got food for
oursclves and horses at a Hindoo shop.

28th.—Twenty-cight miles to the village of Zore-
kote. Fifteen miles on the road was the village of
Zeera-ka-kote, which marks the frontier between the
territories of the Khirepore Ameers and Buhawal
Khan, There were numerous hamlets on the road,
and the jungle was preatly cleared for cultivation,
At Zorekate we met a party of Affizhauns, who had
come from Caubul vied Damaun, afid were going to
Hyderabad with hawks and a kewufire slave-girl for
sale,

20th.—Twenty-five miles to Sulfanpore. Three
miles hefore the latter place was the small walled
town of Nohshehera, where, halting to rest a little
wnder the shade of a tree, we fell into conversation
with a Persian stranger, who, according to what we
could discover of lis condition, was a gentleman of
the Zand family, tr:n'e:lling ponr e distraire. In
two minutes Keraumut Al and the stranger be-
came as old friends, eracking their jokes, and com-
plimenting cach other on their wit: a little per-
suasion induced the traveller to turn his pony's head,
and go back with us ene stage, and I do not remem-
ber many I]!{:I‘tﬁ.l'l:!‘lti.‘l" evemngs than this which we
passed in his socicty.

Khoosroo, as the stranger styled hinself, was a

® From Rarfristass, or Iedidel lasd ;oo pantof the Hindoo Koosl

mouniaing, inlalited by & e of Wolaters, supposed 1o be descended
from & colony of Grecians,  Wide Elphimtone’ Cantal.
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tall, very handsome, and goodhumourcd-locking man,
with a beard worthy of one who claimed deseent from
a late royal fanily. He bad travelled through
Toorkestaun, part of Affrhaunistaun, and the Pun-
jaub, and was full of very entertaining aneedote re-
lating to his travels. From the little he had scen of
English socicty at the outpost of Loodeeana, he un-
dertook to describe the ways and means of the
Feringees who ruled over India, and if his remarks
were severe, they were very amusingly made.

“ The Feringees,” he commenced, * are, I beg
leave to represent, by no means a pleasant people to
be among ; for they have nothing to say for them-
selves, and, considering that they are unbelievers,
have more domaugh* than enough. One of their
girdars, learning that I was a great traveller, sent to
invite me to visit him : 20 1 went, and saw a great
little man, who was very civil, but as khooshkt . as
a stick : he seated me on a chair near him, and gave
me tea, whigh, I beg leave to state, they make de-
liciously : he then asked we whether I had not
visited this and that place, and when I answered
bulli1, he rejoined, * Hal” We sat thus for some
time ; first came in one captin, and then another
captin; they looked at me and at each other, and
every now and then delivered themselves of a syllable
or two; while one man was pacing up and down the
room as if he was possessed. At last some of them

* Priide, or sell-sufficiency. + Dy, siidf. 1 Vou
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gave their band to the master of the Louse, and went
away ; g0 I thought T might as well take leave also.

“ I have learned that formerly these men were a
small tribe of merchants, servants to the kings of
this country, but now, maledictions on their fathers |
they have it all their own way.  The seeret of their
rule is this: They have information of every thing
that passes every where, and they make the most of
the nows.  If two men quarrel about a country, they
step in to adjust the dispute, and tusn both out. 1t
is a pity we bad not the land | Ullabh! how rich some
of those fat Lahore wlolaters are]

“ Soldiers, I request permission to observe, the
Inglis are mot; though no doubt they are preat
merchants, and shrewd people.  For a long time
they paid us some crores a year, to keep the Oroos
off them ; but old Swleiman® there bas enough to
do to keep thom off himself, and the Feringees,
having been acute enough to see this, no longer
waste their money. “They say that Abbas Mirea
has married the Imperatoor'st daughter!  Isittrue?
These are wonderful times! we were kings the
other day, and now [ am—let me remember—ay,
Khoosroo Shah, sometimes compelled to hide my
religrion, and beg eivility from a set of dogs like—
what is the bappy name of your friend the peer

= A permoof deriston for Futiel AN Shoby o allosen ga the man-

bier of Tols weneie
1+ ‘The Emperor of Russia.
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there asleep?  Mubeen Shab; Maoobarik  bish,
Mubeen Shah, {aside,) it you hear me, and a curse
be upon you if you are asleep [

We parted the npext morning.  Keraumut Al
was as sorrowful as if he was about to separate frowmn
a brother, for it was long sinee is heart had been
gladdened with so muel khoosh-sobut,* and when
we had marched on some distance, he broke a long
silence by excliiming, * Hei Irin! Irin! your peo-
ple way be rogues and liars ; but 1 swear you are
such pleasant companions, that one would live
among you on any terms [

J0h.—Twenty-six miles to Cawnpore, which is a
small town with a good bueaar. VFor the last two
marches, the soil had graduvally become hglier and
more sandv, and the villmres now were generally
built upon sand-hills, which warned us of the vieinity
of the dezert.  Lven in this country the Syuds of
Pizheen are much estecmed : many of the Molum.
mudan people would come to be patted on the head
and Dlessed by our leader, and sometimes o man
would stand n the road while our line passed, ask-
ingr a blessing at every stivrup.

3L.—Twenty-seven wiles to Chowderee, where
were o few huts, near a bungalow erceted for the
occasional use of Bubawul Kbhan on his sporting
cxcursions, For the last thirteen wiles, vur road

= Pleasani cogivérse,
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lay on the edge of the desert: close on our left was
the good soil, cultivated as far as the eye reached,
and separated from the desert as if' by a line.

Junuary 1st, 1851.—Twenty-cight miles to the
city of Ahmudpore. Five mileg tu a village on the
cdge of a desert, as many cast into it, and then
twelve miles N.E. to a village named Cohec, where
we got upon the good seil again,

Abmudpore is a very large open town, in the
onvirons of which are many fine trees, and a park
containing a handsome white stuccoed building, the
palace of Buhawul Khan, The Khan generally re-
sides here, consequently the town is in a flou-
rishing condition : it appearcd to be filled with
inhabitants, and the neighbouring lands were most
industriously eultivated.  We halted here three days
to rest our cattle, and knowing Bubawul Khan's
respect for the English, 1 declared myself a British
officer, from Persia overland, travelling through his
country to our frontier. The Khan was away at
Derawul, a fortress in the desert, which is esteemed
strong on account of its situation, and where the
Khan is said to keep his treasure. A messenger
who was despatched on a running camel to report
my arrival, was sent back with a message expressive
of the Khan's hearty welcome, and rogret that he
had been led so far into the desert in pursuit of
game that he could not return soon. He sent his
minister orders to supply all my wants, and furnish

VOL. 11 K
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me with a free pass through hiz dominions, and
during the time of our stay here, his people loaded
us with civility, sending me presents of sheep, rice,
and sweetmeats, insomuch that, as My eompanion
observed, *the Affghauns began to think that they
had arrived at the confines of Paradize 1™
Sth.—Thirty miles to the city of Buhawulpore,
throngh an open country of mixed good land and
sandy eoil, which was greatly cultivated.  Omne day's
halt.  We accounted the distance from Roree to
the city of Bubawulpore to be about two hundred
and forty miles. We eame by a road to the right of
the great one: the latter is flooded in the rains
so a5 to be impassable, and the one that we took
must be very bad al that season.  This is a country
to puzzle those who lecture upon the ill effocts of
malaria : a vast quantity must be engendered in the
jungle which extends from the road to the banks of
the river, yet in this wood are concealed innume-
rable little hamlets, the inhabitants of which seem to
care as little about damp az their buffaloes do,
For the first ninety miles, to the boundary of the
Khirepore Amecrs’ tervitory, we continually came
upont & herd of these hideous animals, lying in a
etagnant pool, with their satanic-looking heads just
above the water, tended by a creature nearly -as
black and untamed as themselves, and it was cheer
ing to get out of s0 waste a country. As soon as
we had crossed the frontier into Buhawul Khan's
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territory, we weore struck with the improved appear-
ance of the land: the ground was cleared, and
cultivated with the better sorts of gr&in; the pﬂnpie
also scemed more orderly and respectable, and they
all spoke of the Khan in terms of regard,

Bubawulpore is not now the city that Mr, Elphin-
stone deseribed it to be: the walls have fallen, and
there is a general appearance of decay in the town,
in spite of its manufactures, and the trade which
passes through it. This is owing to the Khan’s
preferring to reside at ﬁllmudpuru, where he 1s
further from his hated neighbours the Sikhs, and
nearer to his fancied stronghold in the desert. The
river Hyphasis has hardly proved a barrier to the en-
croachments of Runjeet Sing, and it is said that the
dismemberment of the Punjaub haz been the Khan's
prayer for many years,

The day that we halted here I rode to see the
river Hyphasis, “There was not much in the ap-
pearance of this classic stream to reward a ride over a
very deep sand; but fortunately it was a Hindoo
festival, and the banks of the river werc lined with
many groups of the townspeople in  their gaily-
coloured, fluttering dresses, which made the scene
very picturesque.

On this occazion I was told of a Ilindoo super-
stition, than which, I should imagine, there are fow
more extraordinary in any of the erceds of this world ;
triz., that it is a highly meritorious charity to feast a

k2
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Brahmin until he dies of a surfeit! 1 dowbted the
statement of the first person who described a feast of
this sort, but the statements of others confinoed his,
and 1 wrote down the ensuing fable, which acconnts
for the custom, from the translation of a learned
Brahmin, who read it from the Hi::tgwut.

In the era of Krishna, the eighth Avatar of Vishnu
the preserver, there was a Itajuh named Kurrun, who
daily gave away a mun and ten scers® of gold in
charity, before ke broke his fast. By the decree of
Providence, he was killed in fight with a Rajah of
the Chettree caste, and went to Paradise, where he
saw hundreds of mountaing of gold.  "The Plutof of
this Elysium said to him, * These are all for thee!
the million-fold multiplication of the gold which thou
gavest away in charity upon carth !*

Presently Rajah Kuerrun felt very hungry and
thirsty, and asked for fosd; to which request the
guardian of Paradise answered,— When thou wert
in the world, didst thou ever for charity’s sake give
away wmeaf ond drink, that 745 increase should be
laid up for thee here? Reflect! Do you ever re-
member giving food away in charity *  After much

® Aboat 104 ibs, aveirdupois.

+ Vuma, the Indian Plato, is o dark-green man, elothed in red, with
inflamed eyes ; he sits npon a baffalo, los & erown on his head, and
lealdls im lsis pighs hanad & cloly, with which be deives sut the soul from
the bedy, aml panishes the wicked,  Tlis iy form of terror, os Ling
of the gouls of the deod ; bue b e also worslopped 0 s form less

terralic, wiich he s sand 1o assume wlien e passes a sentenee of lap-
Finess on the memtorrous. Vide = Wards View of the Hindoos ™
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consideration, Rajah Kurrun said, * This much [ re-
member, that one day when a person in my neigh-
bourhood was entertaining Brahmins, a very hungry
man came to me and asked, € Is it in thy house that
Bralimins are this day entertained 2 I replied, no!
but with my little finrer 1 pointed to the house in
which the feast was being held” “The luto of
Paradisc on hearing these words, said, * For this,
much reward has been reaped for thee: put thy
little finger into thy mouth and sack it1” Rajah
Kurrun did so, and instantly the painful feclings of
huneer and thisst left him,

Rajali Kurrun then thought to himself, if' I, by the
trifling act of pointing with my httle finger to the
house of entertainment, have gathered such reward,
how great will be the portion of him who gave the
feast]  Upnm this reflection, he requested fifteen
days’ leave of alsenee from Paradise, and returning
to carth, spent the whole time in fecding  Brabmins.
The anmiversary of this period iz held sacred by
ITindoos, and it is chicfly on these days that persons
who are anxions to go to such a real Ilindeo Para-
dize a5 Rajah Kurrun's, spend their money in giving
feasts to Bralmins. A man invites a party of these
holy wen to dine with him, by requesting them to
come and git in the lisht of hiz cyes, and put the
soles of their feet upon the crown of lns head ;3 when
they are arrived, and seated on the ground, with
leaves of the palm-tree before thew as plates, be
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serves them with rich dishes, and uses his utmost on-
deavours to make them cat to repletion,

The more the Drahmins partake of his charity,
the greater the host considers his reward will be; and
as he eannot do more than kill his friends with kind-
ness, he does his best to persuade them to so happy
a death. When the guests protest that they have
caten their fill, the host beseeches thom to bring
blessings on him by eating a little more ; from en-
treaties he prodecds to offers of reward, and ae-
tually bids his pucsts sums of money to cat further
portions, increasing his offers aceording to his dis-
position and means, sometimoes to very large sums,
for il he fails to kill his Brahmin puests with hiz meat,
he still looks for the virtual increase of what they eat,
and of the money with which he bribes them; and
“ men,"—to borrow an expression from my best in-
formant, * after spending the greatest part of their
lives in an economy which searecly allowed them to
keep flesh upon their bones, have been known to
dissipate at a sitting, the gatherings of many years of
their usurious existences,”

It may occasionally happen that the grecdiness
of a noviee induces him to kill himself by eating over.
much; but the old Brahmins must be too dizereot
to sacrifice themselves for the benefit even of the most
generous entertainer; and doubtless, on a2 pond
occasion, they * all keop a corner” to make money by,

Syud Muheen Shab, not having caleulated upon
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the exactions of the Khirepore Ameers, had not
borrowed sufficient money from his agent at Shikar-
pore, and we were only just able to Pay our expen-
ses to Dubawulpore.  This gave me an opportunity
of judging how well our patron's name was known to
his own eountrymen, for an Affishaun of the Bukhtee-
auree tribe, who was here on his return from Dehlee,
hearing that Syud Mulicen Shah had arrived, came
and advanced him a loan of two humdred rupees,
though he had never seen him before.  Muhoen
Shab hinted that the man might expect a great in.
erease of bis camels and sheep, and such other things
o8 he considered among the blessings of this life;
and he allowed him to kiss the hair of some deceased
saint's beard, which he carried with him rolled up in
about a dogen handkerchicfs,

Learning that the road eastward through the
desert might now be safely taken, we determined to
end our travel by journeying across it to the British
frontier, and on the 7th of January rode from Bu-
hawulpore, thirteen miles, to Parwallab, a village of
one bundred huts in the desert, where there were
four deep wells of good water. “T'wo miles from
Euhawulpl.'rr: wo got off the gqud soil, and then our
road lay through low heaps of loose sand, which had
formed wpon a hand subsoil. At Parwallah the
water of the wells was poured into clay cisterns, and
large droves ol eamels and oxen, which had been



248 ROAD FROM MAROOT TO AMEERGHL

driven in from the grassy jungle of the desert, were
being watered at these.

8th.—Taking water and grain with us, we marched
twenty miles into the desert, and halted where there
was much coarse dry grass, with which we fod our
horses. At midnight we loaded our camels, and
marched on fftesn miles to Maroot, a small town
with a bastioned wall, where we got the commonest
necessaries of food for ourselves and horses.

Between Patwallsh and Maroot there was more
hard soil than loose sand, but what there was of the
latter was heavy.,  This i esteemed the only difficult
march on the road. At Maroot duty was demanded
upon our cattle, but on showing the Khan's letter,
we were allowed to pase free.  There were several
wells of good water here; we paid a trifle for water-
ing our horses, and marched on eleven and a half
milos to Meerghur. Six miles on the road was the
little square brick fort of Jamghur, within which
wore # fow houses, and near to which we observed a
small wood of babool trecs. At Meerghur there
was a strong little brick fort: within it were a few
shops, and outside, many dwelling-houses,  IHere we
saw large droves of cattle, which had been driven in
to water. The road between Maroot and Meerghur
lay for the most part over firm earth: oceasionally it
was crozsed by a broad layer of heavy sand, bat this
bore no proportion to the good soil. Many tracks
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crossed the road, leading to wells dug in different
parts of the desert for the use of cattle,

10th.—Twelve miles to Phoolera, a small town
with a fort; and twelve miles bevond it to Sirdar
Kote. There was very little loose sand this stage ;
the road lay for the most part over hard earth, which
sounded under our horses' feet, and for the last
twelve miles of the way there was much good dry
grass, of which we cut a supply for our herses,  Sir-
dar Kote is Buhawul Khan's frontierstown : formerly
the place was named Walour. Outstde a fort are
many mud houses and several wells, but the water 18
bad, Here we escaped another duty by showing the
Khan's pass.

11th.—Eleven and a half miles to Anopghur, the
largest town on the read.  Here also there is a brick
fort.  We watered our horses at one of several wells,
and then continwed our march: when we had got
about two milez from the town, we saw that we were
pursued by three ragged spearmen, mounted on lean
ponies, who riding up to ug with very fierce gos-
tures, would have taken us all prisoners, for attempt-
ing to defraud their master, the Bikaneor Ilajah, of
his rightful dues. Muhcen Shah and 1 rode back
under their cscort, and were taken before the chief
of the place, whom we found seated on a low terrace,
just above the strect, from which we addressed him.
I'here was a shout of derision from 2ome cight or ten
persons whe composed his cowt, when I declared
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myzelf to be an English officer, and we were told
that we deserved to have our ears and noses cut off,
for pretending that we were going to remain, and
then stealing away to evade payment of the regular
duties; a crime which had not, I believe, entered
into any body’s thoughts, When the governor had
done speaking, we appeased his indignation with soft
words, persuading him, by means of Bubawul Khan's
passport, that 1 was an English gentleman and
not a merchant; then being released, with many
apologies for the mistake, we galloped after our own
party, and rode on with them ten miles to Rehrer,
or Kummaul Ser, a small Mobummudan village,
where we halted for the night.

The water at this place was very bad ; and there
was only one shop, kept by a little famished-looking
old Hindoo, who would not sell us any bajra for our
horses, Lecause he could not give change for a -
pee. This * atomy of a man” sat on guard before
half a dozen earthen pots that contained his stores,
callous alike to the eivil and blustening words of the
Affghauns who in turn assalled him, and he only
came to terms when they agreed to spend the whole
rupce in his shop.

This last day’s march there was much gnod dry
grass on the sides of the road: the soil was for the
most part hard, thinly detted here and there with
little hillocks of shifting sand which the wind had

blown up.
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12th.—Twenty-two miles to Hulwana, where we
found a mud fort, many houses, and some wells of
excellent water. Three miles and a half on the road
was Deloocha, and twelve miles bevond, Doogeas
both villages where the water was bad. Throughout
the whole of this day's march the soil was sandy :
eight miles distant, on the right of our read, was a
strongly-marked line of high sand-hills.

13th.—Light miles to Soorutghur, a town with a
small brick fort. We rode beyond this thicteen
miles to the village of Gooree Bunga, where we got
provisions from a Hindoo shop. The water here
was pood.  “This day we got near the sand-hills on
our right, and, 1n chase of a fox, rode into them.
They appeared too firm to be moved by the summer
tutfins,* and perhaps prevent much sand from being
drifted from the southwacd.

Tdth.—Ton miles to the town of Futtuhghur. vid
the villages of Kallee Bunga ke Sheher, Beloor na
g‘]mnr, and Euiiﬂl.: Poona., At Futl:nhgimr the road
branched : one route went up to Bhutneere, and the
other, which we followed, led more directly to Tibbee.
We passed within three miles and a half of the large
fortress of Bhutneere, and crossed the British frontier
at Tibbee, where wo found a rasallah of Colonel
Skinner's irregrular horse.  Among the men of this
troop, I found two or three with whom I had been

= Sirong wiinls,
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acquainted in ecamp some years before, so that 1
presently felt quite at home. They insisted wpon
E—iq.-ing us a zeafut,® and ma}:ing much of us, and
getting together round a good fire, we spent & very
gociable evening together.

At the caleulation of two miles and a half per hour
for camel's pace, we made the distanco from Buha-
wulpore to the British frontier one hundred and
seventy-six miles. The first eighty-three belong to
Buhbawul Khan, and the rest to the Bikaneer Rajah,

The Pmmd';ng route shows that this is not, as
has been thought, altogether a desert of deep sand.
What loose sand there iz lies upon a hard subseil,
and it bears no proportion to the good land.

The country is greatly covered with low jungle of
weedy bushes and grass, in which many thousand
camels and oxen are pasturcd. ‘Lhe best of this
grass is like good hay, and a coarser sort, which pro-
duces a small bur, is a favourite food of oxen. Wells
are dug in many parts of the desert, to which the
cattle are driven to water every sccond or even third
day, according to the season of the year. Water
lics at a great depth below the surface, from one
hundred and fifty to two hundred and fifty feet, and
weo were told that further south 1t was only found st
a depth of three hundred feet.  But for this circam-
stance, much of the soil might be cultivated ; as it is,

# Entertmnment.
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eraps of bajra, and mit,* are raised by the periodical
rains,

The preceding route also shows that there are
geveral towns upon the road.  Some of these have
been much enlarged of late years, and if only the
commonest necessaries are procurable at them, it is
because there is yet no demand fur others. “The
staple food of the people is bajra, and upon this, or
upon jawarrce, we were obliged to foed our horses,
for these animals being scldom brought this road,
no provision has been made for them,

5o long as the Bhuttees were in foree, it was dan-
gerous to travel this road, but sinee the British Go-
vernment put these marauders down, it has been
quite safe, and it may now be travelled by a single
man. One of the first signs of our approach io a
eivilized country, was similar to that which has heen
recorded by a former traveller.  The bones of three
Bhuttee murderers were hanging in chains on the
side of the road, and we learned that such an un-
heard-of punishment had a wonderful effect upon the
people of this wild tribe.

From Tibbee we marched to Rancahb, formerly the
seat of the DBhuttee Nawaub, whose revenue was
chiefly derived from his regular share in whatever
his subjects stole.  The Bhuttees are a very dark and
savage-looking race, who profess the Mohummudan
religion.  We were told that they are very striet in
their religious exercises, one of their prayers being a

* A mmall pra.
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petition that the British power may be destroyed in
Hindoostin, and the good old times revived again.

We continued our march through this country,
and on the evening of the second 1Ea}r reached the
atation of Hissar, where in the hﬂspllalrll: MANELON
of Captain Parsons, Superimtendent of the Govern-
ment Stud, 1 had once more the satisfaction of
hearing my own language spoken.

Hence I marched on through British India to
Cawnpore on-the Ganges, where taking leave of
Syud Muheen Shah, [ embarked for Caleutta. Near
Dehlee I had an opportunity of introducing both
my native friends to the Governor General, Lord
William Bentinck, from whom they received marked
honiour and great kindness,

The reader will have formed some idea of the
care, and of the difficulty, with which Syud Muheen
Shah conveyed us from Heraut to Dehlee, but I
could not in words express the kindness and delicacy
of this man's conduct towards us during the whole
of the journcy. Wherever he met friends, they
laboured to convince him that I was an impostor, and
he was exposed to extreme vexation and danger on
my account ; yet he never relaxed in his endeavours
to promote my safety and comfort, he paid all our
expenses, and avoided alluding to my debt to him.
I have to express my gratitude to many English gentle-
men in different parts of India, who bave made a point
of showing attention to this friend, and I am happy
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in the gssurance that he is in every way satisficd with
the result of his gencrous conduet to a stranger in
distress.

Syud Keraumut Ali, my tutor and steadfist friend,
gome months after owr arrival at Calewtts, went in a
political capacity to Caubul, returning from whence
he settled n the distinguished office of Mootawullee,
or administrator, to a large Mohummudan endowment
at Hoogly, which I trust he will happily enjoy to the
end of a good old age,
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Trose whom the following sketch will interest, will
have read Elphinstone’s History of the Affizhauns.
We in vain sought for information that would throw
a light upon the arigin of this people : the Tuarikh-c-
Khan jeban Khan, a Persian work to which we were
refurred, is so full of fable and improbable eircum-
stancez, and go inaceurate with regard to early dates
and genealogics, that little reliance is to be placed
on it; and as it apparently is the book from which
Mr. Elphinstone extracted his notices of the sup-
posed descent of the Affirhauns, I cannot do better
than refer my readers to that gentleman's work.  We
made carcful inquiry about the modern history of
this nation: the accounts which I obtained from the
best-informed men we knew, tallied so nearly with
thoze given by Mr. Elphinstone, that I trust I may
be cxeused for borrowing from that author's narra.
tive, such details as will give a connexion to my
continuation of it.

52
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The Inst of the Sifis resigned his erown to Mah-
mosd Ghilgie, at lsphahaun, a.p. 1722,  Five
years after, Nadir Shah rose to free Persia, and not
only drove the Affzhauns thence, but, after some
hard fighting, defeated them in their own country.
The Affighauns were then known as two great rival
tribes, the Ghilgies and the Abdaullees. In 1737,
Lulfacar and Ahmud Khans, brothers, of the Sud-
dozye (the chief) tribe of the Abdaullees, entered
Nadir Shal's strvice, and followed him in his wars,
with a large body of their elan,  Zulfacar Khan was
subscquently appointed Hikim at Heraut, and fell
in a battle with the Ghilgies: Abmud Khan's con-
spicuous gallantry endeared him to Nadir Shah, and
he remained in high rank and favour with that
monarch until he was murdered in his camp at
Couchan (June, 1747). Ahmud Kban then with-
drew from the Persian army, followed by the AfT
ghauns at that time serving in it, and hastening to
Candahar, as head of the Suddozyes, took upon
himsell’ the exercise of chief authority there. ‘The
sum of thirty lacs of rupees (according to Khojeh
Abdel Kurrcem, from the revenue of Poshower
Caubul and Sinde) amiving at Candahar at the time
for Nadir Shah, Ahmud Khan took possession of it ;
this enabled him to equip a body of attached troops,
composed of the veterans who had fought under
him for Nadir Shah, and before that year was ended,
he caused himaelf to be erowned King of the Aff-
ghauns at Candahar, assuming the title of Dooree
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Dooraun (the pearl of the age) and changing the
name of the Abdaullecs to Doorraunce.

Ahmud Shah reigned twenty-six years, and during
the whole of that period scarcely knew rest ; march-
ing continually east and west, to subdue forcign
enemies, and to subject domestic ones: twice he
marched couqueror into Dehlee, and four other
times to different peints in India.  In the west, he
carricd his arms as far as Neshapoor and Astrabad.
Im his fiftieth yuar, his gnnstitution aank under con.
stant fatigue of mind and body, and in Juoe 1773,
he left the great monarchy which he had founded to
his eldest son Timour

Timour Shah had neither the enterprise nor the
mental vigour of his father, and was content to
reign in indolent magnificence for more than twenty
years, during which time he laid the germ of *a
decay that has advanced with rapid strides under
the reigns of his successors.”"—"Timour begot many
children, who ibught for the inheritanee. Those
whom this history concerns were—Hummayoon, the
eldest, by one wife; Shah Zemaun, and Shah Shoo-
jau, by another; Shah Mahmood, and Prince Feroox
Orodeen, by a third.

Timour Shah died at Caubul, May 1793. The
succession mot having been fixed, Shah Zemaun
proclaimed himzelf’ King at that city, and, through
the influence of Poynder Khan (breveted Serafraug
Khan), Chicf of the powerful tribe of DBaurickzye,
seeured the support of the other lords there,  His
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first act was to send his Vuzeer, Wuffadar Khan
Suddozye, with an army, to take Candabar, Hum-
mayoon had there proclaimed himself King, but
being ill-supported, he was beaten by Zemaun's
troops: bhe fled from Candahar, and lived a pre-
carioug life for a year, when he was seized and
blinded, and his name does not again occur in this
history.

At Heraut, Mahmood was Hiakim; but as he
acknowledged Femaun's authority, he was allowed
to retain his government. Prince Ferooz Oodeen
waz with him ; shortly after, on seme disagreement,
the latter went to Mecca, and on his return lived
in Iran. From that time he is gencrally spoken of as
Hadjee Ferooz.

Shah Zemaun was popular, and might have retained
hie kingdom had he set about organizing it ; but he
left that care to a man every way unworthy the office
of Vuzeer, and gave himself up to a project of in-
vading India. So often as he advanced east, he was
recalled by dangrer in the west, and he dallied with it
till he lost his crown,

Mahmood, who in acknowledging him King had
only made a virtue of necessity, rebelled as soon as
he eould muster a force.  He made three attempts
for the throne, in 1794, 97, and 99, but was un-
successful in each, and finally took refuge at the
Court of Iran. In 1800, he accompanied Futteh
Ali Shah, on his second expedition into Khorassan.
His bopes had revived, for the Persian monarch
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promised him assistance, and great discontent pre-
vailed against Zemaun Shah, in consequence of his
severity to six conspirators, all men of rank, and
headed by the same Serafranz Khan who had been
instrumental in securing him the crown. Their in-
tention was to murder the Vuzeer, and to depose the
King in favour of Shoojah. Zemaun upheld his
minister, and put them all to death ; a vengeance as
fatal in its effocts as severe : not only did it lose him
the erown, but to it may be traced all the misery
which bas since afflicted Affghaunistaun through
Futteh Khan,

Futtch Ali Shah's promises came to naught, and
Mahmood, left helpless, retired to Tubbus, with his
cldest son Prince Kanraun, and a few stanch fol-
lowers; but he shortly received an invitation from
Futtech Khan Baurickzye, who offcred to assist him
arninst Shah Zemaun, with all his tribe.

Futteh Khan succceded to the chieftainship of
the Baurickzyes, when his father was executed by
Zemaun Shah : in assisting Mahmood, he saw a pro-
spect of gratifying both his revenge and his ambition,
and setting out from Tubbus with his royal confede-
rate, after they had solemniy sworn on the Koriin to
stand by cach other, he marched with him through See-
staun to the Helmund, At Girishk the influenee of
Futteh Khan showed itsclf; Baurickzyes, lshaukzyes,
and Alizyes, flocked to Malunood's standard, and pos-
sogsed of sufficient force, the rebels advaneed and
invested Candahar : after forty days, Futteh Khan ob-
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tained entrance into the city at night, by stratagem ;
the royal governor fled bastily away, and the place
was theirs without bloodshed.

Zemaun Shah was near the Indus, preparing to
invade Hindoostin, and it was not Lill be heard of the
fall of Candahar, that he was roused to a sense of his
own danger. Leaving his brother Shoojah at Pes-
hower, in charge of' the most valuable crown property,
he hastencd to Caubul; but, even had the Doorrau-
nee lords been willing to overlook his recent severity,
it would have been impossible for a man so detested
as his Vuzeer to have met the danger properly. His
fiars were shared by the King, and they showed
them by attempting to treat with the rebels. Po-
pular opinion was turncd against the Shab, and when
at length he marched on Candahar with thirty thou-
sand men, the cffeets of his conduet were shown in
the desertion of many to the usurper. When the
loyal vanguard neared Futteh Khan's army, it went
over to a man.

On the news reaching head-quarters, the con-
science-stricken Vuzeer gave up all for lost, and im-
parting his alarm to the King, they fled back to
Caubul. Meeting there but little sympathy, they
continued their flight to the Shainwarree country:
the attendance of so odious a person as the Vuzeer
was in itself sufficient to prevent many nobles from
sharing the fortune of their nraster; they nearly all
went over to the usurper, and the dethroped King,
strange to say in an Affghaun country, was given up
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by the man whose hospitality he had sought. He
was blinded and confined at Caubul, and Futteh
Khan took the life of the ex-Vuzeer in atoncment
tor his father's bloed.

Shahzadeh Kyser, a son of Zemaun Shah's, was ruler
at Heraut.  His minister now intrigued with Hadjee
Fercoz, and that prince eoming to Heraut, waz con-
firmed by Malmood in the government of the pro-
vinee.  Kandahar was given to Kamraun, Mahmood's
eldest son.

The new King gave himself up to indolence and
enjoyment. Akrum Khan Alizye, a lord who had
shared his worst fortuncs, and Futteh Khan, were at
the head of Affairs, but these ministers soon quarrelled,
their rival parties weakened the state, and the people,
who in a change of government had hoped for relief,
found themselves at the merey of an undisciplined
soldiery, whose execesses Iutteh Khan* winked at,
that he might attach them more particularly to him-
self,

Such a reign could not last.  Futteh Khan upheld
it by military foree for more than two years, during
which tume he defeated three endeavours of the
I’rince Shoojau to overthrow it, and two insurree-
tions of the Ghilgies, who vamnly hoped through
the dissensions of the Doorraunces to  restore

# Futich Klon was o profligate ood ambitious man, of despernte
salour, el wnbounded hberality.  Mis charcter was 30 correetly
drawn by Mr. Elpliscone, that it may be tmaced in his every nctien
sinct the pericd od which thot gentleman wrote.
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their* dynasty. At last Akram Khan died, and
Futtch Khan being away with the army scttling the
provinges, Moukhtar Oudoulah, (son of Shah Wullee
Khanit who considered Futteb Khan as a usurper
of his hereditary right as Vuzeer, set on foot an
insurrection, in which he was assisted by the Meer
Waez, a saint of reputed strict manners, and of great
influence over the people.

Thie population of Caubul is greatly of the Sheah
persuzsion, and as  Mahmood's body-guard was
chiefly composed of Persians, he gave favour to their
sect. Offended at this, the Meer Waez zealously
concerted with the Mookhtar Oudoulah, and in-
faming the Sconnee population of the neighbourhood,
raised a religious tumult in which Mahmood was
deposed : the Mookhtar Oudoulah brought Prinee
Shoojah to Caubul, and on reaching the city, be was
conducted in triumph to the palace as king.t  Shoo-
jah imprisoned Mahmood, but spared his sight; a
rare act of clemency, and one which he unfortunately
hal afterwards cause to regret: he bumediately
restored his brother Zemaun to liberty, and his only
act of ripour, if such it may be called, was to punish
the man who had basely given up Shah Zemaun.

Futteh Khan went to Kawraun at Candabar ; but
as they could not make head there, the Prince

* Vide Elphlastone,

4 The office of Grand Vazesr was originally made hiereditary in the
family of Slish Wullee Ehan, of the Bawuizyc ribe 5 kit Gt Deanaw,
mext Mahimood, departed from this rule,

1 Vide Elplimitear,
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repaired to Furrah, and the ex-Vuzeer offered his
services to the new King. They were not accepted,
and he retired to his ecastle at Girishk. Shahzadeh
Kyser was made ruler at Candahar, and Hadjee
Ferooz was allowed to retain the government of
Heraut.

Mookhtar Oudoulah was appeinted prime minister,
and the commencement of Shoojab’s reign was
promising ; but he made an enemy of his Vuzeer, by
wishing to act independently of him,»and there were
not wanting persons to increase  their jealousy.
Gaining the crown after so many yeara of adversity,
Shoojah found himself surrounded by men to whom
he was under obligations, but who were too many
for his resources ; those for whom he conld not pro-
vide, intrigued to weaken the existing ministry, in
the hope of bringing themselves in, and thes Shoo-
jab, with the best desires, felt himself unable to
restore the tone of a government which his pre-
decessor had so much weakened,

Futteh Khan, whose life was intngue, set on
foot many rebellions, and, in the summer of 1803,
aided Kamraun to cject Prince Kyser from Canda-
har. Shoojah marched in person against the rebels,
whe were assisted from Heraut with six thousand
men, under Mullick Cossim (Hadjee Ferooz's son);
but these latter being reealled by a threatened in-
vasion of the Persians, the intriguers found them-
selves without an army ; Kamraun fed to Furrab,
Futteh Khan again tendered his services to Shoojal,
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and the latter, hoping to make a fricnd of so dan-
gerous an enemy, accepted them.

During Mabmood’s unsettled reign, the 'ersians
had taken Mcshed, and cstablished there a governor
of Persian Khorassaun, and they showed that their
further encroachments would depend wpon the Aff-
phauns’ means of resisting them. "They now threat-
encd Heraut under Mohammed Khan Cujjer, Naib
of Khorassaun.

Hadjee Feropz, necessitated to be warlike, ex-
erted himself witn much policy to meet the danger.
He declared it a war of faith, and ealled upon
Sooffee Islim,* a famous saint of the neighbourhood,
to use his interest with the followers of the blessed
Imaums. Most of the townepeople were Sheabs,
and could but wish well to the Persians ; but among
the Soonnces, Moollis exchanged their bouks for

* Epaffee Islim was of Ousbeg origin, and formerly Bmeus as & free-
hoater, Hemouncing this chameter, ke took that of a Derveish, end
mumi:n.g the mame of Scoffes Ill‘.iru, weitled In Bakhara, wisere, a8 liks
doctriius were of the casiest, e spon attmeted many disciples,  Shab
Momud Bep of Doklar, whe was more ambitious of GBme a3 o siint
than &5 0 king, comilescended, it is sabl, tostrike the innovator upon
e month witls bis shoe, and publicly to abuse lim for his marnks :
certain ic B ilat be oxpelled bins the city, ond the Sooffes retired
to Koorook, o province of Heraat, wlere be roso w prear esteem
with nll ranks. The Scoawmees vied with each oilwer [ sending
Ivim presents of grain, sheep, v, amd @3 be gove feely of what cost
liim mothing, e got o chameter of great clanily, He was so free from
the conmon prejudices of religion, thol be married cightesn wives,
daughters of his devoted sdndirers.  He b deseribed 25 o smoll mon,
pale, with o litthe Uenrd on the chin. Deing lame, be rode i a palker ;
gread the lwoour of those who carricd bim, Some time belore lis
destly Dt sleimd o tootls, which waa baricd with lonous i lbe garden
a tomb ralsed over it commemerates e Giae of so greae a saint.
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swords, and those of the country round flocked to
the Sooffee’s standard.  In all were collected eleven
thousand men { Affighauns and Eimauks); but only
two thousand were soldiers, and with these Hadjee
Ferooz marched to encounter the Cujjers, who were
supcrior both in numbers and discipline. A battle
was fought bevond Shikkeewin: the Soconnees, who
were excited to the highest pitch of fanaticism,
charged furiously upon the Sheahs, but tighting with
more zeal than tact, they were divided and sadly
cut up. Seoffee Islim fell a martyr, and his body
was ignominiously burnt hy thie victorions Persians,
who now advanced and threatened the city of lle-
raut. The Doorraunces rallied to defend it, but
Hadjee Ferooz, rendered cantious by his defeat,
paid fifty thousand rupees to be quit of the in-
vaders.

Sheojah had at this time too much to oceupy him
at Caubul to think of resenting the forcign affront :—
jealousies had increased in his couneils, and an attempt
(favoured it was said by his Vuzeer) was made to
raise one of the confined princes to the throne. This,
though it falled, had serious consequences; for in
the confusion cansed by it, Mahmood escaped from
prison, and fled to his son Kamraun at Furrah,

In the bewinning of 1808, Shah Shoojah went to
Sinde, but allowed the Ameers to withhold much of
their tribute due, upon pretence of bad scasons.
Futteh Khan, who accompanied him, irritated at his
thus yiclding, or more probably secing a chance of
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his former power in the restoration of Mahmood,
took an carly opportunity of quitting the army with
three thousand men, and marched to join Mahmood.

The Mookhtar (udoulah had remained at Caubul,
but perceiving that his infiuence with Shah Shoojah
had greatly decreased, he resolved to place a more
compliant master on the throne, and accordingly in-
trigued with I'rince Kyser.

Intellipence reached the Shah that the Mookhtar
Oudoulah had proclaimed Kyser King at Caubul,
and they that hb:t taken Peshower: Shoojah marched
dircetly to the latter place, defeated the rcbels, and
entered Peshower in triumph, with the Vozeer's
lhiead borne bebind him on a spear, Next Shoojah
marched an army against Mahmood, who, joined by
Futteh Khan, had again taken Candabar: he de-
feated the rebelz, and retook the eity, and then
returned to Peshower, 10th January, 1800, shortly
after which period the Honourable Mr, Elphinstone
arrived at his Court, on a mission from the Dritish
Government.

The object of this embassy was to secure the
fricndship of the Affghaun monarch, so as to prevent
the intrigues of the French, who threatened to carry
the war into Asia, and a very exccllent understand-
ing was established between the Doorraunee Court
and the British mission, during the stay of the latter
at Peshower : unfortunately, however, the good foot-
ing which Mr. Elphinstone had gained, was lost to
us in consequence of an immediately suceceding re-
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volution which dethroned Shah Shoojah: oor nego-
tiations in Persia at this time prevailing over those
of the French, the event was not of immediate con-
sequence to us, butit is to be regretted that any thing
should have occurred to break off a friendship so
happily commenced, and that the subsequent state
of this interesting country has been such as to pre-
clude us from entertaining any definite relations with
its rulers.

For the office of Vuzeer, Shoojsh now selected
Akram Khan Baumizye, a man ol couragecus, but
arrogant, and close disposition: as a check upon
him, he gave his confidence to several Persian lords
who were at his court, and he was considered Grmly
established on the throne ; but he had been rendered
too confident by his late suceesses, for be sent Akram
Khan, with his army, to reduce the rebellious pro-
vince of Cashmere, which was held by Atta Mo-
hummud Khan, son to the late Vuzeer Mookhtar
lung, and Futteh Khan, who was never disheartened,
got topether more troops, and again advancing, retook
Candahar for Mahmood.

This news reached Shoojah at Peshower.  While
he comforted himself with the hope that Akram
Khan would return and defeat the rebels in the west,
came news of the entire discomfiture of his army in
Cashmere. This was closely followed by news that
the rebels were advancing upon Caubul. Shoojah,
unprovided with money, and without zealons mini-
sters, was surprised ; but he equipped as effective an
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army as the haste would admit of, and resolved to
try a battle at Peshower, where he hoped that those
to whom be had shown so much kindness would rally
round him. In ease of a reverse, his harem was sent
towards Riwil Pindee, and Zemaun Shah accompa-
nied it

Shah Mahmood entered Caubul on the 17th of
April, 1809, with an army of between five and six
thousand horse. One of his first acts was to seize
and put to degth Meer Allum Khan, an influential
Nourzye chief; % very impolitic deed, and one which
gave great offence, as it was felt to have been insti-
gated by the private animosity of Futteh Khan. It
caused a blood-feud between the Noorzyes and the
Buurickzyes, and many of the latter tribe expressed
strong disapprobation at the conduct of their chief,
for hitherto no Doorraunce had been molested on ac-
count of the part that he had taken in civil war.
Shoojah marched from Peshower on the 15th of
June: on the 20th of the zame month, Futteh Khan
met his troops on their march, in the hills half-
way botween Caubul and Peshower, and attacking
them briskly before they could form, put them to
confusion : Akram Khan was killed, fighting bravely
in a vain attempt to restore the day, and Shoojah
seeing all lost, fled over the mountains south of the
Khyber pass to Hessauruk. He staid at the latter
place & few days, and was joined by some of his
adherents, when finding that Mahmood remained
at Caubul, he returned to Peshower. As e lLad



AFFGITAUX HISTURY. 2473

somne reason to impute his defeat to treachery, Shoo-
jab was inclined rather to retire into IHindoostin
than to trust his countrymen in another strugole for
the throne, but the earnest persuasions of these who
rematned faithful to him, induced him to tey his for-
tune onee more, so quittiog Peshower with a small
party, he took the divect rond to Candahar,

The reason why Mahmood did not follow up his
victory was, that he feared to venture from Caubul :
much disaffection existed amongr his Sirdars, in con-
soquence of the excention of Meer Allum Khan
Noorzye, and the tribe of the murdered ehicf, burn-
ing for revenge, had gathered under Abdoollah
Khan, his father, and threatencd an insurrection.
There were indecd grounds for alarm, for as soon as
the insurgents had wade bead, they were joined by

lchyah Rban Daumizye (brother to the late Vu-
zeer Akram Khan), Sauloe Khan Ishaokzye, and
other Doorvaunce lords of note, and feeling them-
aolves strolig, thﬂ}r advanoced npon Candabar. Prinec
Aiyool,® who had been left in charge there, warched
out with a small foree to oppose the rebels, but see-
ing their superior stremgeth, or perbans hoping to
gain their favour for himzelf, he joined them, and
they amicably aceompanied him on his return to the
capital.

A few days afler this event, arrived Shab Shoojah.
Misfortane secmed to follow the steps of this

& A& son of Thnowe Sholi's, hiodf brother 1o Malmond,
voOL, 1L T
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monarch, for on the tenth evening of his march from
Peshower, when he and his followers had retired to
rest, one Noor Mohummud Khan Doorraunce, who
had 2 Dlood-feud with hiz Nussuckchee Bishee, came
upon that nobleman by stealth, and murdered him
while he slept; depriving the king at once of a
farthiul friend and an fluential partisan.  However
Shoojah eontinned his march to Candabar, and when
his approach was announced to the insurgent chiefs,
they went oud a preat distance to meet him, and
escorted him with all honour to the city.  Frnce
Aiyoob, who at first distrusted him, being reassured
by many kind promises, embraced the good cause,
and it still looked well, for many of the provinees
yet held ont for Sh-u-n_]uh: the Num}'nﬁ, who were
bound to his side by the strong desire of avenging
their chiel™ death, mustered in considerable foree,
and the lords who took part with him subseribed so
liberally, that he shortly saw himself at the head of
a well equipped army: he had the advantage of
position, being at Candahar, in the ecentre of the
Doorraunees, and his character stood in every way
higher than did that of his enemy, who, in addition
to his late crucity, bad been rendering himsell odious
by heavy exactions upon the people of Caubul
Mahmood's only strength lay in the genius of Futteh
Khan, but here again the fortune of that extraordi-
nary man predominated.  The armies were drawn
up for battle, when Saulos Kban Ishaukzye (pro-
bably by concert) went over to Mahmood's side, a
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treachery so unlooked for, that it caused much con-
fusion among Shoojab’s troops, and Futteh Khan
seizing the moment to charge, bore down impetuously
upon them at the head of his whole furce, and put
them to the rout. The unfortunate Shoojab, again
forced to fly, took the road south to the Indus, and,
erossing the river at Bukkar, procecded to rejoin his
family at Rawil Pindec.

Shortly after his arrival at this town, (Febroary
@nd, 1810,) Shoojah had an interview with the Sikh
monarch Runjeet Sing, who received bim with many
professions of esteem, and kept him & guest in his
camp for ten days. On returning to his family,
Shoojah found moessengers from Atta Mohuminud
Khan, the rebel governor of Cashmere, who bad sent
bim both money and troops, desiring him to try his
fortune again. The Shah accordingly set out, and,
fording the Indus on the 20th of March, eight miles
above Attock, he marched to Peshower, and took
undisputed possession of that city; Mohummud
Azim Khan Baurickzye, Mahmood's governor,
evacuating the place on his approach.

Shoojah kept Peshower till the month of Septem-
ber in that year, when Mohummud Azeems Khan,
coming from Caubul with a strong force, drove him
beyond the Indus again.  1e made a thind attempt
in the menth of December 1811, but saffered a defeat
at Akora, and was at last fain to rejoin his fumily at
Rawil Pindee. In the spring of the year, he was
invited to Cashmere by Atta Mohummud Khan, and

T2
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as that chiof had given him many proofs of devetion,
Shaojah did not hiesitate to go; but when he reached
the valley, the treacherous governor scized and con-
fined bim ; for no apparent cause, execpt perhaps that
he bore in mind the tragical, but merited, death of
his father the Mookhtar-lung.

When the news of this fresh misfurtune reached
the royal fanily at Rawil Pindee, they began to foar
lest some violenee should be offered to them, and re-
membering the attentions which Runjeet Sing had
bestowed upon® Shoojah, they determined to seck
refuge at the Sikh court ; accordingly, n the month
of September 1812, they retired to Lahore, where
Runjeet reccived them kindly.

Mahmood was now King gmain at Caubul, but (to
judge by his conduet) had not learned to profit by
hig reverses ; Kawraun assumed the government at
Candahar; Hadjee Feerooz was still allowed to keep
Heraut; and Futteh Khan was grand Vazeer. This
chief had regained entire sway over Malinood, and
took the surcst way of strengthening lis own power,
by placing his near relations over the provinces of the
kingdom.

As soon as Mahinood was relieved from fear of
Shoojah, be felt it necessary to dircet his attention
ko his country east of the Indus; for Atta Mohum-
mud Khan was still iu open rebellion in Cashmere,
and llunject Sing, perceiving the disunion of the
Affrhauns, had commenced his long meditated en-
eroachments upon the Doorraunce provinees in the
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Punjaub., Many skirmishes took place between the
Affifhauns and the Sikhs, but in the end of the year
1812, Futtch Khan made a truee with the Mahara-
jah, and cngaged to give him nine lacs of rupees, if
he would assist in expelling the rebel governor from
Cashmere.  Munjeet Sing agreed to the proposal,
and intrusting his dewin, Mokum Chund, with the
command of ten thousand men selected for this en-
terprise, returncd to his capital.

The allical forees commenced ope-ations against
the rebels in Cashinere, and the firse month of the
new vear saw them in possession of the valley.
Atta Molummud Khan fled when the last passes
haid been forced, carrying off his treasure by the
direet road through the wmountains to Peshower.
When Futteh Khon and Runjeet Sing's dewin
arrived at the tal'ﬁll:ll of Cashmere, they learned
that the unfortunate Shah Shoojah was imprisoncd in
a neighbouring fort.  Futteh Khan released the
monarch, and it appears made some overtures to
him, but Shoojah had been tanght to distrust this
chief®s professions, and longing to be with his family,
determined to accompany Runject’s dewin on his
return to Lahore.

When Atta Mobummuid Khan was foreed to fly from
Cashmere, his brother Jandawd Khan held the fort
of Attock ; now, instigated by motives of revenge
and avariee, he offered to give up this important post
to Runjeet Sing, on condition of reeviving a rich jah-
geer in the Punjaub.  The Maharajah too well knew
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the value of this fortress to hesitate about securing it
he made great promises to Jandaud Khan, and im-
mediately sent a strong force to garrison the place.
When Futteh Khan was informed of this arrange-
ment, he refused to pay the stipulated sum for the
assistance of the Sikh troops, deelaring the spirit of
the treaty violated ; then leaving his brother Mohum-
mud Azeem Khan with the troops, in charge of Cash-
mere, he posted to Caubul, and returned with an-
other army to retake Attock ; so war was declared
again between fhe two nations.

Runjeet was prompt to defend his newly-acquired
position, and sent his best troops, under dewdn
Mokum Chund, to encounter the Affghauns: a
desperate battle was fought between the two armies,
and vietory was at first doubtful, but all the gallantry
of the Affchauns did not avail them against the dis-
cipline of the Sikhs, and being completely routed
after an obstinate resistance, they fled leaving one
thousand of their best men wpon the field. Futteh
Khan, rendered careful by this defeat, collected a
large foree at Peshower, in order to support his
countrymen in the Punjaub, or in Cashmere, and
to take advantage of any opportunity that might pre-
sent itself of recovering the fort of Attock, or of an-
noying his encmy.,

This victory was a great triumph to Runject, and
the pride of Futteh Khan seems to have been broken
as well as mortified, if we may believe him to have
dictated the following cool proposal, which was shortly
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after sent sceretly in a letter, as from Shah Mahmood,
to the British Government :

U Binee we worship the same God, it is our duty jointly to
cutirpate the inhdels who ore o mony thorms o the
gacden 'of the Punjaub. As soon o8 ile dhune of war
shall bave leen kindled, and roajs under Vazeer Futtch
Khan put in mot:on towards that gquarter, God willine,

wi sholl soon put the idelaters to confusion, snd thon
we will divide the Punjaub between us.™

The Vuzeor, however, kindled a flame to little
purpose against the thorns of the Punjaoh, and b
attention was shortly called to the aggressions of
forcign encmnies in another quarter.

During the late events, Hussan Ali Meerza had
succeeded to the government of Persian Khorassaun :
in the beginning of 1818, this Cujjer prince wrote to
Hadjee Ferooz, desiring that the titles of his futher, the
Shab of Persia, should be stamped upon money coined
at Heraut ; that his name should be read in the Khot-
beh,* and that tribute should be griven bim: further,
it was desired that Feroog, in ratilication ol theze hard
terms, shoukl give his dasghter to Huossan Al
Meerza's son.

Ferooz answered cvasively, and sent a young son
{ Mullick Hossein) to Caubul, requesting assistance
against the Fersians.  lutteh Whan being sent for
from Peghower, proposed to march fifteen thowsand
men to Heraut; Mahmood assented, but in re-
colleetion of some very nnworthy treatment that be

® A& piiblic osatlon eeguibarly dietivered in the inusques, in wloch the
evigning King i peayed for.
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had received at his brother’s hands after his escape
from Caubul, desired the Vuzeer, if opportumity
served, to seize and confine Hadjee Feroor, then to
fight or make terms with the Cujjers as seemed most
expedient.

Futteh Khan accordingly marched with Mullick
Hossein, to whom he paid assiduous attention, put-
ting in practice all his artifice 1o impose upon the
young embassador, He theew out hints that, slighted
by Mahmood, ba longed for an opportunity of trans.
forring hie alloglance to Ferooz: Mullick Hossein
cagerly caught at this idea, and to confirm him n ik,
Fuotteh Khan, instead of halting at Candahar, sent
his troops forward eight miles from the city, where
joining them after a hasty audicnce of Kamraun, he
gave out that the Shahzadeh wished to seize him.

Kamraun was much troubled at this report, for he
had become very jealous of the Vuzeer, and conceived
that this was a plan to embroil him with the king his
father : he in open durbar disclaimed ol idea of in-
juring Futtch Khan, and sent Molwmoud Ilossein
Khan (a Porsion noble, his servant, and a friend of
the Vurcer's) to beg him to dismisz such an idea
from his mind, and to vame the author of the slander.

Futteh Khan had made 2 long march, and the en-
voy reaching his camp about sunset, found him
seated before his Lent, in company with his brothers
Dost Mohummud, Sheendil, and Poordil Khang, and
others. Before he could deliver a word of his
wessage, Futtel Khan assailed bim with reproaches,
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for having forgotten old friendship, and made party
with the prince against him; * but,” said the
Vuzeer loudly, * If such is to be wy reward for long
and tried serviee to Shal Mabmood, I renounee it ;
—there are others whe will prize it wore.” He
would not bear the envoy, but made a point of his re-
maining his guest for the night ; some hours alter,
be mwade his tent private, and sent for lns old friend
whom he received with the greatest conbiality,. and
jeered for his want of discermmment,  ® Thiz firnan,”
gaid he, “sends me to scize the Hadjee; it was
neccssary to blind so wary a person, o do you return
to Kamraon, and tell him that I am his servant,”™

Futtech Khan was more than ever attentive to
Mullick Hosscin, persuading him that be would beat
the Poersiang, and then march back with Ferooz to
depose Mahmood : the young prince was completely
blinded, and thus they reached Heraut, News of
the rupture with Kamraun had preceded them, pro-
d_ut:ing the effeet that Futteh Khan wished ; Mullick
Hossein was earnest in persuading his father how
entirely the Vuzeer was devoted to Lis service, and
the suspicions of even so cautious a person were laid
asleep.

The camp was formed two miles from the eity, and
profusion reigued in it ; the townsmen were feasted
there, and they in turn invited the soldiers to the
city. This unreserved intercourse lasted for ten
days, the engrossing subjeet with all being the ex-
pected conflict with the Persmns. At the end of
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this time, Futteh Khan contrived to seduce the khans
most in Ferooz's interests to the camp, for a council
of war. He arranged that many of his men should
be in town, and procceding with his brother Daost
Mohummud, and a large retinue, to pay hiz respeets
to Hadjee Ferooz, he seized that prince suddenly at
audience,* and made himself master of the citadel,
before those who were in eamp suspected his design.
Futteh Khan next brought his men close under
the walls of the town, and, having imprisoned Ferooz
and his family, he sent for the Persian envoy, whom
he thus addressed :—* Money iz coined in Mah-
mood's name, Iiis name is read in the Khotbeh, and
to Lim only is tribute given;—I, his servant, ac-
knowledge no other authority ; if your master wishes
to dispute it,—DBismillah |  In God's name [*
Mahmood was very indignant when he heard that
hiz instructions had been execeded to an extent that
cast dishonour upon himself; wore so when, as his
portion of the spoil, he received only a few horses ;
but Futtech Khan felt himself beyond the king's
indignation, and with what fell to hist share of

& Feeroe, alarmed ar the mumber of the Vazeer's attendonts, ni-
templed te retire by o private pessaze b D iBber aparimems; bt
he was [Hlﬂuud hiy Lheat Maohirmimad Khan, and a large parey, imie tho
eciual biozem, there sebeed, sl pluedered of bis volusbles to the very
aormamenis upan the women @ Dest Molnmmud Klan sl i s
aith, ingnlted Ferpor's dauphterin-law, by attempiiog 1o cut a bunch
of pearls frem off part of ber dress.

t+ Daost Moliunsmud Rlan, rathes tlan aoconnd with his broaer
for the share that be bsd securcd, flod with it by o direct rosd io
Fe=hower.
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Ferooz's money, doubled his foree, and marched out
to Ghoorian to mect the Perstans.

Hussan Ali Meerza warched from Meshed on
receiving Futteh Kban's answer, with a mixed force
amounting to fourteen thousand men. He had four
thousand of the Shah's regulur footmen (Semnau-
nees and Damgheunces)* under Sirdar Zulfacar
Khan, and the rest of his anmy consisted of cavalry.
There were three hundred Koords under Hussan
Khan Chinnaraunee (a reputed hego, with a double-
headed spear), some Arabs of a<iribe seated near
Berjend, aml horsemen from the neighbourhoods of
Neshapoor, Subzawar, Meshed, and Toorsiish, He
was accompanied by Meerza Abdul Wahab, Moatim.
udood-Dowlah,t who had been sent by the Shab to
put Khorassaun in order, but who brought only his
talent and sanctity to the field.

Hussan Ali Meerza, who perhaps had judged too
hastily of the Affrhaun character from Hadjee Fe-
rooz's former conceding behaviour, sent an envoy to

‘uttch Khan, urging him to avoid bloodshed by
agreeing to the required terms; but the Vuzeer sent
back the envoy with his former answer, and talked
of following in the steps of Mahmood Ghilgie: be
had inereased his army to thirty thousand men, and
it would be difficult to say what were the projects
of so ambitious a man, with such an army at com-
mand.

# Provimeea of repute for fomishing good soldiers.
t Cenfidentlal stnie mapister.
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The rival forces muteally advaneing, came in
sight of cach other at Kahrecze, about * chaust"
(breakfast) time on the 25th of May, 1818, and by
noon the Carools* were engaged in a sham fight,—
“ carecring their horses, firing their matchlocks,
shaking their lances, and shouting, to ghow their
menbood.” The Affrhaun foree the while was
breaking into line opposite to the one which Hussan
Ali Meerza had formed. A Cahrecze of water,
which gives name to the place, ran through the field ;
both parties perfarmed the ablutions preseribed for
the dead, in case they should fall in battle, and
exchanged their usual clothes for fighting apparel.
Hussan Ali Meerza doffed his prinee’s suit for the
dress of a common trooper, but Futteh Khan,
* Sirdar-e-Sirdaraun® (chicf of chicly), dressed all
in black, and mounted on a famed charger, * was
proud to make lis tall figure conepicuous in front of
the centre of his line,”

The Persians had cight light guns, and two hun.
dred camel-swivels. The Affirhauns had but four
guns, and one bhundred swivels, lut they were
better mounted, and in mumbers far superior to their
cuemy : the artillery of cach line was in front of its
contre, but Hussan Ali Meerza, of his excess of
cannon, planted twe guns oo cither wing.

Booneeard Beg Hazaureh, with three thousand of
his tribe, had come near the field of action, probably

a 'l'u.Jl‘lu.l:lJ.h
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to dispose of his servicee, The Prince royal sent
and desired him to side with neither party,—to plun-
dor the conquered and welcome.  So he kept aloof
with his men, waiting like vultures te fall upon the
vanquished.

An envoy came from Fatteh Khan, to propose, as
an adjustment, the eession of Ghourtan.  Hussan
Ali Meerza waz disposed to agree, and so were his
sirdars, with the exception of Zulfacar Khan, an old
nobleman whose :Icspur.ﬂ.tu valour had ga'mcd him the
reputation of a mwadman : boweser, the Moatim-
udood-Diowlah was ealled upon to isfaklionr, or cast
the event 3 he did so, and it cune up, * That it was
good to cede Ghowrian.”  Next Futteh Khan sent
to desire that the Persian force should fall back:
arain the Moatimudood-Dowlah istakhaured, and
pronounecd, * That it was good to fall back ;" but
Fulfacar Khan became like o madman at the idea of
such an act, and would not hear of it.  * To retire,”
he said, “would be to acknowledge themselves in-
forior; which, please God, the *Shahan Shah's®
troops never were, when opposed to the scum of
the enrth: then, in the fulness of his heart, he
damuved the Alfglauns for Soconnees and infidels,
swearing that be would burn their fathers, and
dishonour their housez ;3 and he ordered the punners
to show the envoy how warm a reception lus coun-
trymen might cxpeet.” Three or four guns were
rapidly let off, and the envoy coupling this display
with the old Khan's hostile speech, thought it safest
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to put spurs to his horse and ride back to his party ;
the bravado fire was returned from the Affghaun
side, and the battle began.

A general discharge of artillery was kept up for
some time, without doing much cxecation on either
side ; there was a little distant skirmishing, and then
more than half the Affrhauns, headed by the Vo
zoer's brothers, Sheerdil, Cohundil, and Poordil
Khans, and by the old Sirdar Yar Mobummud
Khan Allekkozye, put their horses to the gallop,
and loosening reda as they got to full speed, they
placed their left arms across their foreheads, and,
flourishing their swords and shouting, charged fu-
riously upon the Persian line. Their greatest num-
bers were directed against the lefl wing, where Zul-
facar Khan was with his infantry.  *They knew that
there was but one man in the line, and their object
was to break it where he was.”

Muddud Khan Saugzye (Doorraunee} had a few
years before come to Meshed, and was in the Der-
sian ranks against his countrymen. When Zulfacar
Khan eursed the Soonnces so warmly, bis heart
tarned ; he was the first to fly, and his desertion, with
the impetuous charge of the Affrhauns, struck a panie
into Hussan Ali Mecrza's army, which rapidly spread
through his mixed ranks, and, onc after another, the
two centre and the right divisions Lroke and fed.
The camel-swivels were carried off, but the preat
guns were deserted ; Iussan Al Mecrza made some
attempts to stop his men, which greatly endangered
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his own lifi; it was pallantly saved by the hero of
the two-headed spear, whose horse he mounted after
hiz own had been wounded, and he escaped from the
ficld with a small party about him,

Zulfacar Khan had firmly stood the charge of the
Affghauns, and, returning a steady fire of musketry,
had sent them back in confugion upon their own line,
when he secured his puns.  About this time Futteh
Khan was struck in the mouth by a spent ball, which
caused him to fall upon his horse’s neck ; those about
him supposing bim killed, and seeiag their country-
men return in disorder from the charge, lost heart
and fled, and though Futteh Khan regained his seat,
and waved his sword to his troops, he failed in rally-
ing them ; he saw victory snatched from his grazp by
an event as singular as unlooked for, and had no al-
ternative but to lay the accident on his ** fate,” and
take the road to Heraut after his men.®

Hussan Al Meerza succeeded in rallying part of
his troops about three miles from the seene of action,
and shortly learncd that the Affghauns had fled;
upon which he returned to his faithful Sirdar, who
kept the field, and arriving there when it was well
night, fircd off his remaining powder to vietory.

Some of the carliest fugitives reached Meshed in

# Roanceand Beg phindered both armiaes in thor tetreat. In Futich
Rian's tent hie got pant of Hadjer Feroors wealth, which had been
brought to the Beld, and on the Persian side he aproced e
alcatimudpod-Dowlah, who vwas afterrands restored,. The Persiam,
who must bave tieic joke, declare that Meerza Abdol Walaly ik
Aawred which rozd 1o take, and clicse the weang one.
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an incredibly short space of time, and sang * tout-
est-ralore.”  The Vueeer was for fhight, and great
consternation prevailed, but Meerza Hidayut Oollah,
the high pricst, reminding the inhabitants that no
person of any sect called Mohummudan had ever
darcd to commit the impiety of firing at the sacred
walls of Meshed, proposed to remain defended within
them till help should arrive from the Shah; at any
rate to await certain intelligence. 1t was not till the
prinee returned, that this vietory was believed ; then
Meshed was illuminated for jov, and all sorts of con-
gratulation and feasting went on. A large pieture,
which still hangs in the citadel, was painted to con-
momorate the event, and Hussan Ali Meerza got
the title of * Sword of the Throne.”

Futteh Khan, finding that the Persians did not
pursue, lit up Heraut for his share of the victory;
not long aiter it, came Kamragn from Candabar,
sent by his father, lest Futteh Khan, having cjeeted
Hadjee Ferooz, should keep Heraut on his own
account. The prince put up in & smnmer palace in
the Baugh-¢-Shah,* refusing to enter the town ;
probably because the citadel was in the hands of the
Vuzecr's nephew, Ameen-ool-Moolk.  Futteh Khan,
who went daily (as was his duty) to salaam, was
repeatedly asked for a share of Hadjee Ferooz's pro-
perty, but he first answered evasively, and at last
directly, that what his sword had carned he would

* = The king's ganben,"—situated a mile from the city.
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keep. He was frequently warned by his fniends,
that the dishonour he had put upon the roval family
in violating lladjee Ferooz's harew, rankled in the
bearts of Malinood amd Kamraun, amd he was re-
quested to appease the latter with part of the spoil 5
but his seornful answer was—* I twice placed Mah-
mood upon the throne, and his kingdom is now in
the hands of my kinsmen; who s Kuwraon, there.
fore, that in a dream he should think of injuring
me P'—Kamraun wrote to s futher that Puelteh
Khan was in reality king, and propesed putting him
away. Malimood left all to his diseretion, and the
prince consufted rather his revenge.  Shortly after,
Futteh Khan, coming az usual to morning salaam,
found the prince with these lovds most in his ine
terests;  among  them  Atta Mohowmud  Khan
Noovzye, who hmul the bload-foud of Meer Allum
Khan to avenge.  The cruel seene which then took
place, had evidently been planned @ the conversation
was leid to the subject of the late battle with the Per-
sians, and one of the Khans took gecasion to throw oug
a taunting allusion to the Vuzeer's hight; this was
followed up by a sarcasin from another of the party,
and when Fotteh Khan terned flierecly upon them,
the prince took their part, assailing lum with
vislent reproaches for having brought lasting disgrace
upen the Affichaun name, by flying betore an infidel
army unot half so numerous as his own, Fired at
this, Futtel Khan replicd with idignation, that as
no man covld control the deerees of Providence, so
vil. 1. u
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he could not be held answerpble for them, and he
added proudly, that with regard to the imputations
east upon his eourage, Shahzadeh Kamraun eould
liardly need to be reminded of what the sword of
Futteh Khan had done both for and against him.*
Nothing more was needed to vomplete the prince's
rage; he rose up in his anger, and gave the word to
hiz ready attendants, who immediately scized the
Yuzoer, and on the spat Lilimnded him @ Atta Mobum-
mud Khan, on a sign from the prines, thrusting the
point of a dagker inte hiz cnemy’s eyes.  Futteh
Khan wis then put wpon a horse, and sent to ¢on-
fincinent in the citadel,  Mohummnud Hessein Khan,
a Persian  nobleman (the same whe had followed
him with a message when he marched from Canda-
har), was appointed to command there, and Poordil
Khan, with hiz nephew  Ameen-ool-Moolk, were
getzed and added to his ::h.‘!:rgl:.‘l' When the nows

* Alliding to occwsions during the ol war, o which le lad
worsted e prince. Vide Elphinsune.

+ 1 relate the fallowing anecdote in the wonds of the innR who gave
it ga give ; liws Do served Moluwmnziel Hossein Kham, the fibher of our
Biosr, ar HMemut === When Futich bhan was brouglit te the citndel,
and pist wader eharze of my waster Malwmmd  Hessein Khan, 1 wos
appointed peishikbidont o bim, and | was witl lie 6l be was when
away. A few days after 1 had Ard waited on him, & party came to o
apartment, One sobd, * Sslaam Alikeom Vazeor © Alikoom Salaam b
aavwered Foteeh Bhan, © whe ore you® T am Cresim Rlian'
* Wit Cossim Rlan ¥ * A& mas of the Yakeels :—Shahizndeh Kan-
rann sends b say, dat for wist s past be is serry s—%e bears that your
eyes pain you much, nud deprive you of sleep, because there still re
maing part of tle feshy, amd be begs you will lee me remore it that
yon may D pust o case "= { It was rumoured tho: At Mobhommod
Khan sl not vutirely destroyed the sight with his dngger.) Futtels
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reached camp, it broke into small parties and dis-
persed. Sheerdil and Cohundil Khans effieted their
flight to Girishk,

Five months after, Kamraun returned to Canda-
har, taking with him his unfortusate vietim in a
litter, the beother and the nephew of the Vuzecr,
and also Hadjee Ferooz. The latter was released
on his arrival at Candahar, probably beeause he was
not worth keeping, and he retived to Meshed.  The
other eaptives were torturcd for woney: Futteh
Khan's mother offered a lac of runces for her sons
alive, but Futteh Khan sent to desire her not to
give any thing, as buth money and life would be
taken, and as in his then lamentable stato he set
htthe store upon existened.

The immediate consequence of Kamraun's eraelty
was that all Futteh Khan's brother’s rebelied, and

Khun did not ag fisst reply, then le answored bineely, and o a clanged
veice, * The prigee takes wo mmch thouwght oo my account, does he
weich 1o put salt wpon o wourad ¥ My eyes eon be o worss, but now,
thiey are well ae dliey are,’  Becing that the insposinon would not pass,
thiey did nut dizsemble feethier, but threw lum diwn, nod deew his eyes
out of their sackets.  Fuieh Klan did pos even goaon, thaagh le e
dently suffered great tomore.  *Jf ever there wred @ o dn Shis warid,
Phat was e # 1 was 1eft slose with him ¢ the whily of thae might he
walked up ond down the opartment, wringieg his londs, ond asking
wlhat crime be bal commited to be thas teraecd. At wliles be
woull impreeare curses vpon the wuthars of lis calamsity, then jpray
that lee smaght die.  Towands moring be wos exlausted, and slhepe
many lwes : I was alterwards cabmy, Vet very melanchely o overy re-
pustar it b prayess. Tle seemed mest to ool thie Glling off of severs
fricuds, wlo were afeaid o lave consmmreatbon with binm, ond he
wften smid that Malimood would lose Klbomssaun by his precipitate
eravly”

o 2
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Mahmood soon found himself but nominally king.
He was pressed to return to Caubul, but he put off
his march thither till the cold weather rendered it
impracticable.  Daost Mohummud Khan, imboldened
by the inaction of the royalists, and joined by two
other Lrothers, raised a party and threatened Caubul,
and then only Shahzadeh Jebanguire (Kamraun's
son) was sent with a small foree to relieve Prince
Sooltaun Mohummud Khan,* who bad been left there
in command. ‘The prince reached Caubul, but the
cold was so great that some of s party died on the
road.

With Jehanenire was sent Atta Mobummud Khan
Baumizye to dircet hin in his government.  To this
man the rebel Lrothers wrote that revenge was their
sole abject, and that if' he would send away Jelanguire,
they would eonsider him in the right of an elder
brother, take the ity for him, and then turn their
strength upon Candahar.

Atta Moluamud Khan allowed himself to be se-
duecd by their fair words, and made party with them.
Hiz defection disheartened the rovalists in the town,
and it was easily taken: Jehanguire retired to the
Baullah Hissar,+ but the rebels vigorously besieging
him there, blew up a bastion, when the prince, mount-
ing his horse, put himself at the head of a few de-
voted followers, and gallantly cutting his way through
the rebels when it was dusk, escaped at the city-

® Descenibel from Timour's son Aiyoob,
t Citadel.



AFFGHAUN HISTORY. H3

gate, leaving Dost Mohummud Khan and his bro-
thers masters of Caubul.

They had now to dispose of Atta Mobummud
Khan, who was not less oceupied in projecting moans
to get rid of them,  They were however beforehand
with him, and failing in an attempt to blow him up
at a fenst, seized him there and Winded him.*  Dost
Mohummmud Khan then doubting how far he, not
being of the Suddozye tribe, shonld at first be re-
cognised as ruler at Caubul, ostensibly appointed
Sooltaun Mohummud Khan governor, but kept the
real authority in his own hamds.

In the spring Mahmood, convineed of the ne-
cessity, marched his troops to the vicinity of Caubul.
lHe was accompanicd by lis son Kammun, and
Futteh Khan was taken with them in a litter, Gool
Mohmwmud Khan, Populzve, was left Naib at Can-
dahar.—As soon as the royalists had warched from
Candahar, the Ginshk brothers sot together two or
three thousand wen, and put themselves between the
I:El;.':and the army ; t'|:|{1.:,.' then sent to the Naib, de.

? Tlere were two bratlert 1 ame inilie semoce of Atta Modinmzed
Khan, and the otber o servand e Wose Mobwmemard Khan,  Atta
Bluhammual Klan, having accepied the rebel broiliers” invitation toa
fuase, sl sguiel liawiaedf and bis pardy on powder enongh we blaw them
|I|mugh tlsprroal,  Thie s in Drest Maobunsnnosl Blon's service STy
lis own Lroaler of the panty, eadled Bime awt, oud told hims that tlse
laosts Tenn ing tlea Foine @41 N CESIEE, WAE nrl.l}' nadiledd us & iigu.l! L
re thie tran,  The covwtid Beatler, haviog eoten iz mascer sale, me-
trirned insantly to save bies, nod veld Do of tlee plot, The rebels,
finding that their treaclicrin: itontive were simpoged, thaaght it ag

wiell 1o throw il the pesk ; so bying hawds on tlueir goest before lee
could make his ceape, teey o e spot deprived lim of sighs,
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siring him to surrender the capital  Gool Mohum.
mud Khan, with the tact of a real diplnmntist, agrreed
to give the city to them in case Mahmood should be
defeated, and satisfied with this promise, they with-
drew to await the cvent.

Dost Mohummud Khan could oppose but three
thousand men to Mahmood's large army, but he
knew how Futteh Khan had been loved by the
King's troops, and caleulating upon much defection
from them, he resolved toabide a Battle.  “The annies
were separated Oy a line of Lills, and for ten days
thus remained, messages passing to and fro, but all
attempts at reconeiliation proving vain. At the end
of the time spent so foolishly, a noble named Shab-
pussund Khan told Mabmoud that many of his Sie-
dars were disaficeted, and he mentioned Atta Ool-
lah Khan Alizye (a Sirdar of mfluence), as among
the number., The next day, Dilowar Khan Shahyg-
haussce went over with flifty horsemen, and Mal-
muod, with his characteristic want of energy, instead
of sifting the matter, rave up all tor lest. After even-
ingr prayers, he assembled his Sivdars to council in
open plain, and Futteh Khan was placed in the midst :
Mabmood adidressing lim, said, that he was weary
of seeing the blood of his pﬂﬂph: ghed 5 that what
had passed could only be regretted, but that if the
Vuzeer would bring his brothers to their allegianee,
thoy should be continued in their respeetive govern-
ments, and higher honours than ever be heaped upon
himself. * You offer what is proue from you,” re-
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plied Futteh Khan, * and what has a blind man te
do with power? Before you deprived Futteh Khan
of eight, you should have secured the authority in the
hands of his kindred. Do you act as you deem best
to guell the storm wou have rvaised; I wash my
bands of all consequences, and will abide my fate™
—Mahmood, enraged at his obstinacy, then comwm-
pleted his vengeance, by ordering * the wan who
was his friend to step out and strike the first blow ;"
twenty swords were drawn, for many that stood there
had life-reckonings with Futteh Khan, and he was
literally eut to pieees.

Though he should have been re-assered by the
part his Sirdars had taken in the murder, which put
a foud between themselves and the rebel family,
Mahmood could not shake off his disquict at Shak-
pussund Khan's intelligence ; perhaps remaorse at
his eruel return to one who bad twice gained him a
throne, added to his natural thnorousness, made him
distrustful of thoge about lim, and fearful of the
dreadful reckoning which the rebels would exact
should he be betrayed into their hands. On the
sccond wight after the tragedy, he and hiz son
Kamrawn, escorted only by a swall party of their
most trusty retainers, fled by the diveet road through
the Sheah Huzacel covntry to Horaut,  Their de-
parture was so little suspected, that it was widnight
betore the news spread in the camp, which was then
suddenly broken up: some few went over to the
rebels, but the greater number followed Mabmood
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to Heraut. With them came Atta Oollah Khan
Aligye, and then the King, convinced how hastily
be had acted, was with dafficulty dissuaded from put-
ting Shahpussund Khan to death. "T'his nobleman
is deseribed as an intrizger pifted with so rare a
specch, that he could talk any body into his projects.
He well knew how to play npon the weak intellect
of his master, amd, litthe doubt is entertained, pur-
posely deceived him in this instance ;. but his plans
cvidently failed, nor is it, I believe, generally known
what they were.

ost Mohuwmmud Khan amd his brothers were
glad to return to Caubul, so uncxpectedly ceded to
them 3 and Gool Mohummud Khan, faithful to his
promise, gave up Candahar to the Girishk brothers,

Mobummud Azeem Khan, full brother to Futteh
Khan, and next in age of the fammly, had marched
from Cashmere with a strong foree when he heard
of Kamraun's eruclty, leaving Jubbar Khan {a half
brother), governor in  the valley ; but, before his
arrival at Cuubul, he heard that Dost Melwmoud
Khan had taken the city, DMohummud Azeem
Khan then wrote to his brother, warning him that
Aiyool’s* son would league with his fellow Suddo-
zyes, and counselled that he should be put to death
to revenge Futteh Khan's blood @ this Dost Mohum-
mud Khan's regard for lus good name forbade his
doing, but he feigned to iy from his elder brother,
and allowed him to take possession of Caubul.

o Sooltaum Molsisnsneisd,
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Mohummud Azeem Khan wpon this took thought
how to rid bimself of Sooltaun Mohummud Khan,
and at the same time save his own reputation.  He
found an instrmment in another of the Suddozye
princes, who was induced by the prospect of sue-
cossion, artfully held out to him, to murder his
brother.  Next the mtriguer, with the same temp-
tation, instigated an uncle to assassinate his fratri-
cide nephew, and lastly, sending a person to assure
the old man in confidence that Azeem Khan was
only lnoking about for another Saddezye to murder
him, he frightencd bin from the city, and it re-
:]lki.llll'tl i]i.ﬁ Wl

Dozt Mobunonnwd  Khan  now  returned  from
Ghuzni; he was nominally governor of the latter
place, but he lived with his brother, to whom, in
consideration of his senivrity, be coded the excreize
of clieft wuthority at Canbul.  Sheendil, Poordil, amd
Raheemdil Khans established themselves s joint
rulers at Candabiar, and other brothers of the faily
were appointed to the governments of Peshower and
Jallaliabaul.

Thus was overthrown the Doorraunee monarchy.
—"T'he ex-king and his son bad, by theie crucl and
dastardly conduet, forfeited elaim to the svepathy
of the people, who also, in the continual strugules
and changres which had taken place among the royal
family since the death of Shab Timour, had lost
much of their respeet for the severeign tribe; and
the rebel Sivdars, by approprating the revenues to
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the maintenance of select troops, were able to retain
the governments which they had usurped.

Shali Shoojah, to whom some now looked, was in
Hindoostéin : he was, indeed, induced to venture back
to his country in the winter of 1818, but his endeavours
to reinstate himsell’ were as unsuceessful as his former
attempts had been. The adventures of this monarch
from the time of his dethronement are quite a
romance : —on his release from imprisenment In
Cashmere, he sceompanicd Runjeet Sing's Dewin
to Lahore, where fie had the bappiness of rejoining
his family ; but he had not been many days in the
Sikh capital, when his host began to act a very
unworthy part towards him. Shoojah had preserved
some valuable jewels, among which was the * Koh-e
Noor,” or the * mountain of light,” a diamond of
immense value, taken from Mohummud Shab by
Shah Wadir, when he invaded Hindostin, and which
at the death of the Persian monarch came into the
possession of Ahmud Shah Doorraunce.  This rare
stong li.!_mjeut demanded, in a manner which showod
that he would not be refused.  Shoojah wes naturally
unwilling to part with a gem of such value, espe-
cially when his adverse fortune rendered it probable
that he might need it, and it was not until his unfor-
tunate puest had suffered every indignity, that the
possessor of millions was able to extort the jewel
from him.

The Maharajah’s rapacity was not even satisfied
with the possession of * the mountain of light,” for
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he used many unworthy means to obtain the jewels
which yet remained to the royal exiles; so that
Enning the toerms upon which they were to remain
guests at Lahore, they resolved to seck refuge in
the Dritish provimees.

A Putban borse-dealer, named Arab Al Khan,
was the person who assisted the ladies of the harem
to eseape ; providing horses upon which they made a
forced march to the Sutlel. The following account
of their fight was written by a native then resident
at the court of Lahore, who had means of ascertain-
ing the facts.

The princesses and their female attendants dressed
themselves as women of the country, leaving the
palace which had been allotted to them as a resi-
denee, repaired in the evening to the house of' a banker
in the ity, from whenee they went to the residenees
of two other persons, in order to clude pursuit.
Their departure from the palace, and their disguise,
bl been noticed, and it was judged necessary to
acyuaint the Maharajah with the vircumstances, bt
the King had drunk wine and was asleep, and the
Jemadar Kheoshaul Sing dreaded to intrude upon
his privacy ; however, as the case was urgeot, he
sought the advice of Fakeer (or Hakeem) Arizoo-
deen, a sort of Oliver Dain, barber-physician and
minister, who, possessing the entire confidence of
his master, scrupled not to rouse him: the menarch,
therelore, being awakened, aml told of the necessity,



S00 AFFGHAUN MNISTORY.

immediately gave orders to secure the fugitives, and
they were taken before they had sct out from the
city. But notwithstanding this failure, they imme-
diately after contrived to elude the vigilance of the
palace-guards, and, through the assistance of the
Puthan horse.merchant mentioned, safely elfected
their escape across the Sutlej into the Dritish terri-
tory. On the 2nd December, 1814, it was anooneed
to the political agent at Loodecava, that Wuffa
Begum, and the females of Shah Shoojaa's harem,
Liad arrived in the town of that plece.  Embarrass-
g as was the circumstance of their arrival, eon.
sidenng our political relations with the king they
had fled from, there could be no doult what course
to pursuc; the British agent therefore sent to assure
the royal fugitives of the protection of his govern-
ment, and to welecomwe them with the courtesy due to
their sex and misfortiunes,

Shah Shoejah, being more closely watched, was
detected n an attempt which he made to eseape at
the same time with his family. When Runject
Leard that the latter had reachod the Bntish pro-
vinees, he cln&cl'}' mmprisoncd  Shoojab, and treated
him with much rigour ; placing sentrics in his very
apartment, in the fear lest he alsos showld eseape
across the Sutley ; for the Sikh monarch had not at
that time learned sufficiently to appreciate the ho-
nour amd good faith of the British government, and
having from the first been jealous of our alliance
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with the Affhauns, he appears to have been filled
with vapue apprehensions that we might concert
with, or assist, the ex-king to his prejudice,

All his precautions, however, to ]il't:!p s m:r'nE
guvst a captive, proved ineffictual @ in the mouth of
April, in the ensuing year, Shoojab, in the most en-
terprising  and  wonderful  manner,  escaped  from
Lahore ; climbing over the walls of several eourts,
and ereeping through a deain ta outside the eity
wall, anl then eontinwing Lis Hicht to Kishtowaur,
the Mohwmmudan ajah of which country reeeived
b iw the kidest manoer, amid not only weleomed
him as a guest, but gave bim muey, with which he
raisedd troops, and marched in the hope of being able
to take Cashmere.  Again fortune plaved this un-
beky monarch false : on his warch through the hills
he was overtaken by so heavy a snow-storm, that
some of bis fllowers perished in ity and the rest
wore chspersed : it scemwed as though he wos but
wirrring aganst s fate, therefore instead of return-
ing to his fencrous friemd, he disguizged himself, and
40 ol ugacen A liazarduous _:imirn.u.r}' ovoer the meuntains ;
after experiencing hardships such as fall to the lot of
few men, he reached the Brtish past of Subbathoa,
and then proceeded to join his fanily at Loodecans,
where be bas sinee lived, as a geareful pensioner of
that roveriment, w hiose l;:ulh:l.,-'-c;i:,' hie had a few Vears
befire  received when seated on the  throne  of
Caubul.

The oveasion of Futteh Khao's being ealled to
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Heraut to check the Persians, in the spring of 1818,
has been related. His departure left the Doorrau-
nees cast of the Indus to their own resources, and
Runjeet Sing, cver prompt to svize an advantage,
only waited till the Affghaun army had marched from
Peshower, to sond his disciplined troops and a bat-
tering train, to lay siege to the city of Muooltaun,
against which he had made more than one vain
attempt.

Nawaub Mozuffer Khan, who commanded at the
latter place, held put obstinately against the Sikhs,
his religious pride indueing him to scorn their
proffercd terms; but his garrrison was weak, and in
valour only a mateh for the besiegers: he wade one
or two sharp sallies, and repelled some partial assaults
during a long siege, but while he thus weakened his
own foree, he did not make any serious impression
upon his encwiez.  On the Slst of May, the Sikhs
mustering their whole foree for the attack, made an
assault upon several parts of the defences, and, after
a desperate eontest, succeeded in possessing them.
selves of the ramparts.  The battle did not end here,
for the deadliest hatred urged both parties to continue
it; the remnant of the Affphauns fell back upon the
town, and, till they were nearly all slain, maintained
an unequal strife with the Sikhs, who pouring in over
the no longer defended walls, fought their way from
house to house, giving no quarter, and committing
cruel outrages upon the defenceless inhabitants. The
Nawaub Mozuffer Khan, with two sons, foll gallantly
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in the storm, and more than a thousand Affghauns
are suid to have died with him. The town was
completely sacked, and when order was in some de-
gree restored, the inhabitants were set to repair the
breaches ; a strong Sikh garrison filled the eity, and
all authority was taken out of the hands of Molum-
mudans ; the cow was declared sacred, the ery of
the Muezzin forbidden, and the idolatrous followers
of Gooro-Govind tore dewn the ercscent of Islim.

Posscssed of Attock and Mooltaun, Runject saw
himsell master of the Punjaub, and he soon ceased to
apprehend any attempt on the part of the Affzhauns
to recover the country he had driven them from, for
in the same year fell the long-tottering Doorraunce
monarehy, and the rulers of the petty states which
were established upon its ruins, even il they had not
boen eugrossed with the care of seeuring their newly-
usurped possessions, were not scparately in a condi-
tion to make head against him.

The complete disunion of his long formidable ene-
mies opened to Runject Sing an unbounded prospect
of empire. His position at Moaoltaun enabled him
to overawe the Mobummudan chiet’ of Buhawalpore,
till then a subject of the King of Afirhaunistaun ; and
further south, following the course of the Indus, the
rich provinee of Sinde remained in a state weak
cnotyh to tempt his arms.  The Ameers of the lat-
ter country took early measures to free themselves
from the yoke of the rebel Sivdars of Candahar, still
the Maharajah could not but contemplate the period
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when his superior force might cause the large tribute
which they had paid to the King of Caubul, to flow
into his own coffers.  Runjeet’s greatest cffots
against the bighlands of Caslmere, had hitherto been
foiled by the firmness of the Aflihauns, but when,
in consequence of the murder of Vuzeer Futteh
Khan, s brother Mohummud Azeem Khan marched
to head his rebel kinsmen at Caobul, leaving the
valley but imperfectly garrisoned by a small foree
under his halfbrother Jubbar Khan, the Maharajah
at onee saw his npimrtuuit}', andd putting himself at
the head of bis best troups, he marched with such
specd north, that he was at the monntain prsses be-
fore his enemies well knew that he had left Lahoore.
The hasty arrangements for defunce which Jubbar
Khan then wade, availed hittle against the vigorous
attack of the Sikhs, who, llushed by their recent sue-
vesses, pressed on eagerly, and drove the Affirhaun
grarrison from barrier to barrier, till, losing all heart,
they retreated into the valley, and then, following
the example of their leader, flod by the western pass
through the mountains to Peshower.  On the Sth of
July, 1814, lunjeet Sing warched bis vietorious
army into the capital of Cashmere ; nor did his sue-
cesses end here, for anxious to strike a blow which
should convinee the Affghauns of their inability to
cope with him on any ground, he left his gencral in
command of an efficient foree in the valley of Cash-
mere and procecding with the residue of his troops
to Attock, he forded the Indus, in defiance of the
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enemy who occupicd its western bank, and driving
them before him to the eity of Peshower, received the
submission of the inhabitants of that place, after
which be returned to Lahore.

Humiliated as the Affghauns fult at their entire
defeat by an idolatrous encmy whom they had so
long despised, the state of anarchy into which their
country had been thrown by the revolution, pre-
vented their making any strong effort to recover
their character. The rebel Sirdars of Canbnl, who
were the most concorned in the argressions of the
Sikhs, feared at first to leave Caubul, but after four
years, seeing that the ex-king and his son remained
quietly at Heraut, they gained confidence, and in
the spring of 1823, Mohummud Azeem K han, learn-
ing that the Sikhs werc again about to cross the
Indus into his territory, marched at the head of all
his troops to oppose them.

In the month of March was fought the last great
battle between the Affghauns and the Sikhs. The
latter crossed the Indus, and Mohummud Azeem
Khan advanced from Peshower to meet them.
Against the adviee of his brother Dost Mohummud
Khan, who commanded his vanguard, he made a
fatiguing march from Peshower to o spot called
Huzzaroo, where be was to be joined by his half-
brother, Summud Khan, who had been sent on to
raise the Khottucks and Eusofeyes. On reaching
the ground, he found himsclf elose to the Sikhs, but
separated from them, and from his allies, by a deep
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stream : he lost some men in & vain attempt to eross
this water, and was compelled to remain an inactive
witness of an engagement between Summud Khan's
men and the Sikhs, in which the superior numbers
and the discipline of the latter prevailed, and his
countrymen, after an obstinate defence, fled to the
hills in their rear.,

Could Mobummud Azcem Khan have taken part
in the engagement, it is probable that the Sikhs
might have lost the day; for only after a long and
bloody contest ulid they succeed in defeating the
wild mountaincers who met them.  The latter, urged
on by the bitterest feclings of national and religious
antipathy, fought like madmen; lads of twelve and
fifteen years (it was related) though armed only
with long knives, throwing themselves upon the
Sikh battalions, and endcaveuring to stab the soldicrs
behind their bayonets, In the rear of the high-
landers were two hillocks, to which, as often as they
were repulsed, they retreated, but only to rally and
charge again wpon their invaders; and with such
undiminished vigour did they return to the combat,
that the Sikhs began almost to despair of conquering
them, and at one time were seen to waver, upon
which Runjeet, the * Napoléon de I'Orient” (as a
late French traveller aptly named him), who had
watched the conflict from a height in the rear of his
troops, seized the stamdard of his body-guard, and
led into the thickest of the fight.

This restored the spirit of the Sikhs, and cvens
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tually their discipline prevailed.  * The last stand
was made near sunsct, by two hundred of the
Eusofzyes, who, forming upon the hillock in their
rear, with loud shoute of * vrrLar!" charged bravely
upon the infidels; but the kauwfirs (said the narrator
of this engagement) met them with their Nizam,*
and their swords eould not tell against it : some fell,
as men should, blade in hand, and with their faces
to the cnemy; the rest did not attempt to rally
again, but made for the hills, and as wight was
coming on, the exhausted Sikhs did not attempt to
pursue them.

Mohummud Azecm Khan did not wait the night
where he was, for recollecting that he bad left his
treasure on the road behind him, he began te fear
lest his fugitive allies, the Khuottuks, should direct
their course to it, and =o marched hastily back to
gecure it, abandoning his guns and tents. These
Dost Mohummud Khan, who had eocamped apart
with the vanguard, brought off the next day, de-
fended from the Sikhs by the same obstacle which
had prevented his taking part in the engagement :
be overtook his brother near Peshower, and returned
with him to Coubul; but Azcem Khan never
recovered the shame of his reverse : he and Summud
Khan both fell sick ; the latter died in a few days,
and shortly afterwards, Azeem Khan, fecling that he
should not survive, collected his great wealth, and

& Eractpline.
x93
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gave it to Lis son Abiboollah khan, charging him to
wipe off the stain from his memory, by raising troops
and fighting the Sikhs.

On Mohummud Azeem Khan's decease, Abibool-
lah Khan was anxious to comply with his father's
last injunctions, but when he would have assumed
the scat of povermment, he was resisted by Dost
Mohummud Khan, who declared that although he had
respected his brother’s seniority, yet that the Sidar-
ship of Caubul was his by right of original conquest,
and he raised a party to support his claim.

For some days Caubul was the scene of skirmishes
between the troops of Abiboollah Khan and his
uncle : as the former could afford to pay his followers
well, he soon had the largest army, but fortune,
which seemed to play inte the hands of Dost Mo-
hunmud Khan, assisted lim by a stratagem of his
brother Sheerdil Khan, whe, to sound the chance of
getting Caubul for himself, wrote {romn Candahar to
Abiboollsh Khan, offering to assist him in cjecting
Dost Mohummud Khan. Deecived by his pro-
fessions Abiboollah Khan invited Sheerdil Khan to
Caubul ; when the latter chief arrived, he found that
singly he could not hope to dispussess his nephew,
therefore he privately made party with his brother :
arguing with Abiboollah Khan upon the seandal of
a quarrel between such near relations, and assuring
him that Dost Mohummud Khan was willing to
agree to a fair compromise, he persuaded him to
come to a conference, and there seizing him, cavsed
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him to be imprisoned, after which he himself
assumned the government at Caubul,

Dost Mohummud Khan did not dispute the rule
with his elder brother, but as a recompence for his
share in the P'[ui', he demanded a !argw: put-tian of
Abiboollah  Khan's confiseated wealth,  Sheerdil
Khan refused to part with his ill-gotten treasure,
upon which the brothers were at issue, and fought
morning and noon regularly for several davs, when
four others of the family, coming from Peshower,
made the follgwing terms between them.  Sheerdil
was to retire to Candahar with all his wealth, and to
code Caubul and s revenue to Dost Mohummud
Khan, Sheerdil accordingly returned to Candahar,
and Dost Momummud Khan assumed the govern-
went at Canlwl, where he has ever since ruled in
undisputed avthority.

Now to return to the royal funily.~—~5hah Mah-
mood, on his arrival at Heraut, resigned all exercise
of authority to Kamraun, and endeavoured to lose
the sense of his misfortunes in intoxication. A year
after, Shahpussund Khan proposed to raise by sub-
seription a force with which to march and take
Candahar from the rebels; Kawvoun to give filty
thousand, he ten thousand rupees, and the other
Sirdars, the merchants, &e. according to  their
ability, Kamraun liked all parts of the scheme but
the first, having, he protested, no money, and on
this point he quarrelled with his adviser,  Next re-
presenting to his father that Shahpussund Khan was
the chief cause of their misfortune, lkamraun proposed
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to punish the intriguer, and in part indemnify them-
selves, by taking his wealth. Mahmood offered no
objection, and Shabpussund was accordingly sent as
a captive to Kullah Laush, a strong hill-fort on the
border of Seestaun, which together with & place
called ¢ Juwaine,” was his family inheritance. After
Kamraun had extorted all the money that he could
from hiz prisoner, he deprived him of the fort of
Laush, but permitted him to retire to Juwaine with
his family.

Shahpussund *Khan now wrote to Hadjee Ferooz
at Meshed, that if he would come to Juwaine, he
would raize a forec and take Iurrah for him, Iladjee
Ferooz was too badly off not to obey the summons,
and Mohummud Khan Nahee, of Kauin, assisting
them with some troops, they were able to take
Furrah from Kamraun's Hakim. The prince marched
from Heraut to recover this fortress, and drove the
allica within its walls. Shahpussund Khan being
hard pressed, made a capitulation, the terms of
which were—that he was to remain at Furrsh as
Kamraun's Hakim, and that Hadjee Fervoz was to
be sent about his business. The latter returned
to Meshed, and Shabpussund Khan, not fecling
sure of Kamraun, went to Killich Khan Timooree at
Khaff, whom, with Ibhrahim Khan Jemsheddee, he
associated in a fresh plot in favour of Hadjee Ferooz,
which that unlucky prince engaged in, preferring all
hazards to living in actual poverty.

Kamraun applied to Booneard Beg Hazaureh for
assistance, and his troops so worsted the rebels, that
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Killich Khan was left on the ficld, and Ferooz with
his other assistants, had they not fled early, would
have been taken. They rode northward, but un-
luckily meeting on the way, troops which Molwmmud
Khan of Toorbut had sent co-operate with Booneard
Beg's men, they took to a hill and fought.  [brabim
Klhan was shot, Shabpussund Khan cscaped, and went
to Toorbut-Hyderah, where he made a fast friend-
ship with the master of the troops be had fled from,
bt poor Hadjee Ferooz was made prisoner, and sent
with the bead of Ibrahim Khan to . Heraut, where he
was unprisoned in the citadel,

A few months after, Kamraun resolved to march
upon Candahar, He left Mustapha Khan Zooree
( Kimauk), in charge of the citadel, and desired one
Manawullee Khan to follow him, when he had got
what money he could from Mohummud Hossein
Khan, a cousin of hiz own. The rolative of the
prinee naturally took umbrage at a man who was con-
tinually  dunning him, so repairing  to Mahinood
(whe had gradually become jealous of the authority
which he had resigned into his son’s bands), he re-
presented Manawullee Khan as a meddling fellow in
Kamraun's interests, whom it weuld be well to con-
fing, and getting so much leave from the Shah, he,
in exeess of it, put the man to death on his own ac-
count.  He then ade friends with Mustapha Khan ;
they brought Booneard Beg Hazaurch into eouncil,
and deeming themselves strong, scized Malunood,
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and confining him in the citadel, released Hadjee
Ferooz, whom they proclaimed King.

This farce lasted eighteen days; then Mustapha
Khan, on condition of being made Lord executive,
promiged Mahmood to restore him.  He brought the
Shah down to the town with a party,when King Ferooz
and his ollics fled one after another, At this june-
ture arrived Kamraun from Candahar, and found the
rates closed against bim, This was the work of
Mustapha Khan, who fearing Kamraun®s vengeanee,
persuaded Mabmegod that his authority would be at
an end the moment he allowed his son to enter the
town. Kamraun, enraged at such a reception, was
for beseiging his father, but he fled hastily on the ap-
prozch of an unlooked for cnemy.

The Candahar brothers, hearing of the quarrels in
the royal family, thought that good opportunity
offered itself for completing their revenge, and, fol-
lowing Kamraun to Heraut, they partially invested
the ecity.

Mahmood was now reduced to beg assistance from
Shahpussund Khan, to whom he wrote requesting
bim to induce Mohummud Khan of Toeorbut to move
to the relief of Heraut. His application was cffec-
tual, and Mohummud Khan marched to Ghourlan ;
but finding that the city was invested, he wrote to
the rebel brothers that he had come to side with
thew, upon which, Sheerdil Khan rode to Ghou-
rian to weleome bim,  They marched back wogether
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to near the city, when Mohummud Khan, greatly to
the relief of the besicged, who had watched his party
from the rampoarts, turned off and was admitted
within the walls. Upon this the brothers raised the
siege and returned to Candahar.

Mobhummud Khan received lands for his service,
and he presented Shahpussund Khan, as an injured,
still devated, servant; Mahmood therefore restored
him to favour and confidence.  Dut this arrangpement
did not suit Mustapha Khan, who, conscious that
there was not room both for himselt and Shahpussund,
imagined that the policy of the latter would be to
bring in Kamraun, who would kill him. * Yon en-
tertain jealousy against me,” said he ;—Shahpussund
denied it.  * Then come and give me your hand®
upon the Korin that you do not.” When Shah-
pussund went to the citadel, he was seized and im-
prisoned ; Mahmood, apprehending fresh violence to
hiz own person, fled from his city, and Mustapha
Khan remained lord of it.

Mabmood stayed his flight at Subzaur. Doorrau.
nees, however sundered, have common ecauses which
unite them, and they focked round their king in a
case which involved their nationality.t Kamraun

# 3 Kings 5. 15~Jchu mecting Jehanadab, saliutes bim, and asks
== 15 thine heort rigli, as my heart is with thy beart P And Jebiono-
dab answercd, 1t 5. —LF it L, give me thine Liand," &e

f Mustapha Klan was not even an Affgloun, tongh it & probable
thag to make emat his own never entercd his fmaginagion il Mak-
mood’s Bight put Lim in possession of i
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came from Furrah with a force, jealousies were for
gotten, and they made one cause against the usurper.
Meer Sidik Khan, Berdoorraunee, wrote from within
Heraut that he would open the gates on their ap-
proach. Kamraun pressing on, was admitted into
the town, and immediately besiegred the citadel: he
sprung & mioe under a bastion, and Mustapha was
glad to resign his bricf authority on promise that his
life should be spared; but Kamraun foully broke his
oath ; for he had not been many days in Heraut,
when he put Mpstapha Khan to death —(in the
winter of 1824),

Affairs fell into the old train, and Shahpussund
Khan, and the other lords about Mabmood, sccing
themselves without interest, moved him anew to take
the supremme power into his own hands. ‘Those
about Kamraun played the part that suited their
interests, and working on the fears of Mahmood by
hinting that his son wished to seize him, caused him
to retire to Gauzer-Gau, a village four miles from
the city, where is entombed the famous Soonnee
Saint Khojeh Abdoollah Ansirree. There he re-
gided for six months, when getting a fresh fright, he
fled over the Moorghaub, The Wallee of Meimunna
persuaded Derveish Khan Jemsheddee to sssist him
with three thousand troops, and with these he re-
traced his steps. Kamraun sent his Sirdar and his
son Jehanguire with two thousand men to keep the
road from Meimunna, but the Shah was in corre-
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spondence with a man of this eamp, Sumunder Khan
Banmizye, and having information of their position,
he came circuitously npon them in the grey of the
worning, when, by help of Sumunder Khan's trea-
cherous flight, he routed them; but wanting
resolution to follow up his advantage by attacking
the eity, he went and intrenched himself outside it
in the Baugh-e-Shah. Kamraun, reinforced by
troops from Furrab under his general Yar Mohum-
mud Khan, attacked his father’s allies, and had not
beaten them out of their advaneced intrenchment,
when Mahmood mounted and fled over the Moor
phaub again.

The Persian prinee Hussan Ali Moerza, had
marched from Meshed to belp Kamraun, who had
made fricnds with him after the battle of Kahreese,
but finding that the enemy had fled, he returned
home, leaving his son Arghoon Meerza at Heraut,
with three thousand horse.  This young prince,
joined by Kamraun's Sindar, pursued Mahmood;
after some skirmishing with the Hozaurchs, a troaty
was macde, the chief article of whick was, that no assist-
ance was to be rendered by them to Mahmood,  He
was aceordingly told to seck refuge elsewhcere, and
this unfirtunate, now old man, was pgain a wanderer.
He retired to Laush, where he remained a year in a
pitinble state, wanting every thing: Kamraun, at
last, struck with remorse, sent two sons with pre-
eonte and a dutifal mozsame: they brooeht him with
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a ghow of honour to Heraut, but he closed his
eventful life after a year, and Kamraun was legally
king.

Though it is impossible not to compassionate a
man so severcly visitod in his old age, yet there was
little in the charaeter of Shah Mahmood to render
him worthy of commiseration. His first act was
rebellion against his king and brother, Shah Zemaun,
and no feeling of gratitude for the forbearanee which
had been shown him, interfered to prevent his de-
throning Shah Shoajah, to make himsclf a second time
king. He appears ever to have been more studious
to indulge his sensuality than to promote the good
of his people, and as he did not gain the throne by
any merit of his own, so be was unable to sustain
himself at the height to which fortune had raised him :
short-sighted as ungrateful, he murdered the man to
whom he owed every thing, and deprived of his sup-
port, fell through his own weakness.

The character of Kamraun has been deseribed in
the journal : for the bad qualities which mark it, we
could wish to find apology in the circumstances under
which he was educated, but nothing can excuse his
cruel ingratitude to Futtch Khan, or his unnatural
conduct towards his own parcnt. His bad eonduct
as a ruler may in some measure be extenvated, when
it is remembered that, having lived almost without a
friend, he has often suffered from the treachery of
those to whom he trusted : now driven to a corner
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of his dominions by rebel coemies, he has thought it
expedient to fll his coffers, in order to bo prepared
for a still greater reverse, or, haply, for an opportu-
nity of recovering the throne of bus father,
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OVERLAND INVASION OF INDIA,

My journey having afforded me peculiar oppor-
tunitics of judging parts of this oft-discussed but
ever-interesting question, I venture to exhibit the
result of some refleetions formed upon it during my
travels. 1 will not attempt to embrace within the
fimits of this sketeh, the arguments belonging to all
parts of so extended a subject, but rather confine
myself to such as are vonnected with the polities of
Asia.— Calenita, 1831.

Twenty-three years ago, Framee threatened our
possessions in Hindoostdn, and the Dritish Gevern-
ment deemed it expedient to send ambassadors to
the Shahs of Persia and Afighaunistaun, to secure
their friendship, and so provide against the danger.
We need not now busy ourselves in debating whether

voL. I, v
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or no the French could bave carried their preat
threats into execution, for the events of late years
have entircly altered our political relations with
France and Persia, and reduced the arguments upon
this question within a much more tangible compass,
Instead of fearing our near Euwropean neighbours,
we hope that for the future their interests will be
allicd with ours; but, in our endeavours to crush
the power of Napoleon, we gave strength to Russia,
who now commands from her adjoining frontier, the
influence over PPersia for which France intrigued
from a distance ; and so far has the new power thrown
forward her boundary of late vears, und so marked a
contrast does she present to the nations on her cast,
that we may now speculate upon the probable as well
as the possible effeets of her politics upon the coun-
tries of Central Asia.

The views upon our Eastorn possessions which the
Russians may have entertained, have necessarily
been distant and indefinite.  Perhaps it is speaking
most accurately to say, that the Russians have long
been anxious to have it in their power to attack us
in India, in case of a quarrel rendering such & mea-
sure expedient ;—and whether they now canm, or
hereafter will be able to do this, is the point for
discussion.

It is with this question as with most others ; fow
will take a medium view of itz ments, One party
will irisist upon drawing a parallel between the light



OF INDIA. 323

troops of former Asiatic armies, and those of Europe
in the present day, and argue that because Timour
Lung, Mahmood of Ghuzni, the Emperor Bauber,
and Nadir Shah, all rode to Hindoostan, the Rus-
sians can make a dash through the countries which
separate our frontiers, and turn us out of India
before we have time to prepare for defence: while
the opposite class treat the whole question as chi-
merical, and dispose of it by a few gencral remarks
upon the great difficulties of the march, — the
national poverty of the Russians, and the instability
of their government,—the many political eras that
must clapse before they cun mature their plans,—
and the preat control that we have over their com-
meree. I will endeavour to hold a moderate course
between these two extreme opinions.

Some years must elapse before the Russians can
themselves. advance, or extend their influence, to
points whence they can muake a fair start for the
invasion of India; but distant and uncertain though
the danger may be, it certainly is one that ‘the
British government should provide against, sinee
the Russians can still extend their power castward,
and sinee it 18 their poliey to do so, in order to
the increase of their military and commereial
ambition.

There are two great routes, and [ coneeive only
two, by which the Russians can invade India. They
will ecither make Khiva their base, and thence

Y Q
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going up the Oxus to Bulkh, will proceed over the
Baumecaun mountains, vid Caubul and Peshower,
to the Indus; or, taking the Persian fronticr for a
base, they will follow the great roads through
central Affghaunistaun.*

The mere distance that they would have to march
either way, is less a matter for consideration than
the natural facilitics and difficulties of the countries
through which the route would lie, their political
state, and the degree of assistance, or otherwise,
that their inhabitapts eould, or probally would, render
to foreign invaders. We possess nothing like the
information, either peographical or statistical, that we
ought to have of these intevnediate countries, but
with what has from time to time been gleaned, we
may make a fair guess at their actual conditions, as
well as at their relative means; while our large
experience of Eastern character, cnables us pretty
eonfidently to predict how the rulers of such states
would act, if they were ealled on to choose between
the interests of two rival Furopean powers.

In roviewing our journey into the Caspian desert,t
I offored some sugpestions upon the policy of the
Russians in Toorkestaun, and drew the conclusions
that, directly or indirectly, they could establish

# Moy persons have speculated wpon oor being invaded from the
south of Porsia, by troaps shipped in th pulf, or by an army sonched
allong the coast, and supplicd with provisions fram the sea, in improve-
meit upon the march of Alexander the Great; but this is almest sup-

posing uis o bave o shipa on the secan.
4 Bee from pages 142 10 162, vol. i
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their authority in Kharazm, if not in Bokhara also.
It is plain, I think, that the Russians cannot well
invade us through the countrics as they now stand
between the Oural and the Imdus; but if they can
establish their influence so firmly at Khiva, as to be
able to base their operations upon that place, the
invasion of India, though still a difficult, would be
by no means an impracticable undertaking.

Speculating particularly, in a later chapter,® upon
the extension of Russian trade by Toorkestaun, I
supposed that our rivals' carliest endeavour on gain-
inr footing at Khiva, would be to throw open the
Oxus.  Every thing then said with regard to in-
creased facility for the conveyance of merchandise,
apphies to the transport of military stores and troops,
and of course, the more commeree enrichey, increases,
amd settles, the people of the naturally fertile
country round the marts which must grow on and
beyond this pew great channel of trade, the greater
will be the sources whenee invaders may draw
supplies,

I may here repeat, that the Oxus would ecasily
lead the Russians to Bulkh, which would probably
beeome & large and rvich commercial place. The
voute henee to Canbul would lie through the passes
of the Hindoo Koosh mountains, which are prae-
ticable during six months of the year.  Tius, though
not a very long, would be an extremely laborious

* Hev page B84, vol, i
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journey, and provisions must be carried all the way.
From Caubul, the road poes through a mountain-
ous, but very passable, and well-watered country, wid
Jellallabad and Peshower, to Attock, where the in-
vaders would cross into the Punjaub, unless they
passed the river hizher up, for the purpose of occu-
pying the strong country of Cashmere.®

At Attock, then, T will suppose the Russians ar-
rived, and there leave them, to take a view of the
second route by which they may advance to India;—
a route concerning which my information is more
certain, and which, whether we regard the political
or the natural condition of the countries through
which it lies, offers surer and more immediate means
for such an undertaking.

Whatever the Ruossians may do in Toorkestaun,
many years will be requisite to bring their plans to
maturity there, Possibly, circumstances way delay
hostility between us until such time as they are able
to invade India from both the suggested bases; but
it is through central Affrhaunistaun that the attack
will be chiefly condueted, if ever it is made, because
it is in this direction that the Russians can most
casily push on the Persians, and increase the re-
sources of the country, by substituting a settled for
a pastoral people.

* There are passes above Attock into Cosimere, which were often
used by the Affjphnans when they hod possoesion af the latier country,
My nccounts state tiat the roads are oot practicable for astillery.
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Overawing the Persians from their own south-
ern border, the Russians can command a road
through their neighbours’ empire, wherever it may
extend to, either for advance or retreat.  The Persian
frontier, I assume, would be the line from which the
Russians would make their last start for India, and
it is probable that this frontier will soon be thrown
considerably more eastward, Affzhaunistaun, in its
present disunited state, offers every temptation to
the cncroachment of the Persians, and Heraut,
which I have shown they claim as.the ancient capital
of Khorassaun, will, there is little doubt, ere long
fall into their hands. 1 will not here enter into spe-
eulations regarding the further extension of their
empire in the direction of India, but remark merely,
that settled at Heraut, their influence wounld extend
at least to Candahar.

The roads from the prescnt Russian frontier on the
Arras, to Heraut, are practicable for an European
army. Troops might also be transported across the
Caspian to Astrabad, thenee marched, by the roads
shown in the journal, to Meshed, and on from the
Holy City, by the two deseribed routes, to Heraot: or
be marched from Astrabad across the mountains to
Neshapoor {where they could as well be supplied with
provisions as at Meshed), and thence proceed to
Heraut by cither, or by both, of the onward routes
through Meshed and Toorshish.

Heraut could be made a place of considerable
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strength : nothing can well exceed the plenty and
excellenee of the supplies from the valley, and an
army might be garrisoned there for years, with every
necessary immediately within its reach.

The country between Heraut and Candabar,
though lilly, would offer little obstacle to the march of
an unopposed European army ; water is in sufficiency,
and partial supplics might be proeured on the way.
The neighbourhood of Candahar could furnish
abundant supplics, and &n army would be com-
fortably situated there, if the people were well-dis-
poscd towards it.

The situstion of the latter capital marks it for a
pivot upon which the operations of the expedition
would turn; for there the invaders must esta.
blish themselves firmly, make dispositions for their
advance towards India, and provide for their retreat
from it.

From Candahar they would either go vid Ghuani
up to Canbul, and thence on through the befure.de-
geribed country to Attock ; or, through the mostly
barren and difficult country wid Pisheen, Quetta,
Dauder, and Baugh, they would march south to the
Indus about Shikarpore.

The first is not a difficnlt road during nine months
of the year, but it is next to impassable in winter, by
reason of the heavy snow that falls, and the extreme
rigour of the climate, in the neighbourhood of
Ghuzni cspecially. The country,” says Foster,
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“ has generally a barren aspect, with a scanty sup-
ply of wood and water.”  Supplies of food are not to
be looked for in great quantities from the pastoral
people who border the road, and Ghuzni iz ne longer
a town of any consequence.

With regard to the sceond route from Candahar ;
partial supplies ol provisions might be obtained in the
valley of Pisheen, and at the towns of Quetta, Dau-
der, and Baugh, -and a sufficiency of such as the
country produces at Shikarpore. The want both of
water and wood would be often experienced on this
road, and I can say no more regarding it, than that
it conld be taken by a befriended army, during the
fuvourable season of the year. At the best time, the
train of an European army would suffer much injury
from the roughness of the passes between Quetta and
Dauder, and during summer this tract of country is
impazsable.

As far as only the difficulty of roads,® or the ca-
pability of the country to yicld common supplies, is
concerned, T do not doubt that a Russian army could
march through Persia and Affghaunistaun to India;
but there remains mueh to be considered after this
admission,

‘The distanee between the Russian frontier and
the Indus could net be marched in less than two

® Wihen 1 say thine raads ane nol difficult, 1 mean cither that they
nre gt pregeat practicablo for nn Enrapean army and its train, or that
they might be made so by ploncers without extrondiuary o
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campaigns,—say the first would bring the invaders
to Candahar,® —and, with every assistance, the
Russians would ineur incaleuluble expenee in such an
enterprise.  The undertaking I say is feasible, as
far as regards the natural obstacles of the countries
through which the march would lie, and the capa-
bilities of those countries to furnish sufficient sup-
plies at certain commissariat points; but these points
are far distant from each other, and supplies for con-
sumption on the marches between them, must be
carried with the army, while many mess and hospital
stores which are necessary in quantities for the
European soldier, must be brought, with all proper
articles of modern military equipment, from the
starting-point.  This would require very many
beasts of burden : — eamels, horses, mules, and
galloways, arc easily and cheaply to be obtained
throughout these countries, but so large a demand
for them would greatly raise their price, and they
must carry every sort of food for themselves as
well; for hardly any where on the line of march,
would be found sufficient grass for the eattle of
the smaliest army, and to supply the deficiency,
the invaders  must carry chopped straw, which the

® | havi bere o view an army steong enough to hope for siccess
apntnst we in Teufia, sttended by fts revquisite tenin. 1 mean not to
msert that & small nemy of Rassion treops might ot marcl at once ta
the Indus, IF ftwere fvonred by all the people an e road ;—sup-
posing that promises of streng support were beld ont by dissffected
parties b Didia, to indoee such s andenloking.
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people of these countries store &s provender for their
cattle,

Fuel is o very scarec and dear article through-
out Central Persia and Affighaunistaun, and some-
times an absolute want of it is expericoced even by
the travellers of kahlahs,

Water is not penerally found in such abundanee,
at the difficrent stages on the roads through these
countrics, as to admit of many cattle halting at the
same place on the same day; a large army must
therefore divide its eolumns, and submit to much de-
lay in marching from one great point to another;
and frequently very fatiguing marches must be
made, in order to procure a sufficiency of this
grand necessary for the smallest division of such a
force, unless a supply were carried with it when ne-
cessary. Lhe last remedy brings an inerease to the
evil of an immense train of bagoare cattle.

In speenlating upon the chanees of an overland
invasion, we generally flacter ourselves that half our
enemies would die of hard labour, bad diet, change
of climate, and inclement weather, before they reached
the Indus: some very prejudicial changes of air,
food, and water, must truly be encountered on such
an espedition, and unless the Itussians do consider-
ably ameliorate the condition both of their commis.
sariat and medical staff, we may reasonably caleulate
upon a great mortality among them before they ex-
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change shots with us, 1 do not lay =0 much stress
upon their exposure to bad weather, because the
climate of Khorassaun is regular, and if the Russians
could afford time to come, they might clhioose their
seasons; but what scrious obstacles do not the
different scasons oppose to the co-operation, to
the very communication almost, of troops scpa-
rated in some parts of Affghaunistaun  itself,
or in Affghaunistaun and India! During winter,
troops at Caubul and Candahar could wot march
the one to the other; during summer and early
autumn, the road south through the mountains
to Quetta is closed; so that not only could
not troops concert a simultancous enterprise by
the two routes to the Indus, but an army pushed
on by the southern road, would run the risk of being
cut off from its reserve in Khorassaun,

As it is uncertain under what circumstances the
Russians would come, it i3 searccly possible to
calculate all the difficulties that they would have
to cneounter; but it is to be observed, that all
the preceding observations set the undertaking in
its casiest hight, for they suppose our enemics to
be assisted by the people of Affizhaunistaun as well
as by the Persians.

Now the Affrhouns have little to gnin, but much
to fear, from lctting the llussians enter their coun-
try ; they are natural cnemies to the nations by
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whom the Russians ust in the first instance be
nssisted, whether Oosbeg or  Perstan, and they
moreover cherish a strong fanatical antipathy against
the latter IrEl.iliilE'.‘. The J’Lﬁ‘gimuns. have little reason
to fear us, and they derive benefit from their com-
mersial intercourse with our Indian provinees: we
should therefore look upon them as our natural
allies.

If the Affizhauns, as a nation, were determined to
resist Russian invasion of India, the dibculties of
the march would be rendered wellnigh insurmount-
able ; for though Affizhaunistaun is a country through
which an unopposed European arny could without
great difficulty move, its natural advantages are so
many, that the resolute people oveupying its fast-
nesses could greatly check, if not altogether prevent,
the advanee of an cnemy into it; while they could
greatly straiten, or altogether withhold, the supplies
fer which these invaders would otherwize look to
them. It may safely be assumed, that however
desirous the Russioms might be to invade Dritish
Imdia, they would wnot attempt to foree their
way to it cither from the north or west, through
Affghaunistaun. They would hardly attempt to push
through, and feave in their rear, a warlike nation of
adverse highlanders, even if these stood alone in
their hostility 3 but in the erisis supposed, we should
join heart and hand with the Affghauns, and give
them such aid as would almost certainly enable them
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to repel, on their very frontiers, the forces of any
league that might be formed against ours.

At the period when we apprehended invasion from
the Fremch, Mr. Elphinstone, who was sent as
Britich ambassador to the court of Caubul, succceded
in establishing very friendly relations with the Door-
raunee monarch. These were interrupted by a
revolution, from the effects of which our neighbours
have never recovered 3 but were they reunited and
settled under one government, we might rencw our
connexion with them, and reasonably caleulate upon
their cordial assistance against the Ilussians as a
common enemy : it may however be doubted whether,
if certain evident schemes are allowed to take their
course in Central Asia, the Affrhauns will not either
cease to be a nation, or lose the power fully to serve
us; for the Doorraunce monarchy is virtually dead,
and in their present distracted state, the Affrhauns
cannot offer effectual opposition to the Persians, who
will be quictly used by our rivals, as an instrument
to destroy the strongest barrier that could be
established to protect India from invasion on the
weat.

Different opinions have been held regarding our
fittest poliey towards this people.  Affrhaunistaun,
some have argued, in its pastoral and distracted
state, is probably a better defence to our eastern
possessions than it would be were it settled under
one government ; for in the latter case, there would
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be & greater extension of the fixed population, and
the resources of the country would be more gene-
rally brought into action; therefore by wsing our
influence to restore it to order, we should perhaps
but Le making provision for an invading enemy :
and, it has been added, 1t might be impolitic in us
to aid the re-cstablishment of ene ruler, instead of
the many chiefs of opposed interests with whom the
Russians would have to treat for the means of
advancing to the Indus, because none of these
would be diﬁpﬂ.ﬁﬁl to admit foreigners into their
states, or to assist them o any way, unless they
were influenced by motives of interest or alarm ; for
the favour of such chicls as were to be brbed, we
could bid as high as our enemics, and by scnding
a fow of our disciplined troops into the country of
these brave mountaineers, to assist them in making
the most of their patural defences, we coulid enable
them to set all invaders at nasght.

The last proceeding would be expedient in either
case, and there is some plausibility in the first argu-
ments, but in objection to them recurs the danger
that the different Affirhaun parties will be subjected
by the Persians; if not entirely, at least to such an
extent as to incapacitate them from being very
useful to us hereafter, But even if we could feel
gatisfied that the Persians would not encroach upon
our neighbours, and that the latter would remain
the disunited inbabitants of a generally barren,
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because pastoral, country, it is questionable whether
it would be wise in us o leave them thus.

“The rulers of petty Affizhaun states, cannot have
the motives to oppose foreign invasion of India
that would be felt by a monarch whose dignity and
interests would in many ways be associated with
ours; neither would they feel the same reazoms for
remaining steadfast in alliances that might be made
with them by the distant British Government ; and
there would probably be as much difficulty in
managing their t.:l:m!'hr.tmg interests, as in opposing
the enemy. SIHg]}’. the chicf of a small state could
not offier effeetual opposition to an European invader,
and it would be casy to gain him by encouraging
his ambition against his rivals at lome, or doubly
to profit by it, by directing it on India.

It would require great inducements to tempt a
reigning king, from a sure awd profitable alliance
with us (his protecting power), into an under-
taking which, at best doubtful, would entail ruin
upon him if' it failed; and it 1z difficult to be-
lieve that the intrigues of our cnemies could so
deaden the jealousy of an Affihaun sovercign, and
so totally supersede our influence at his court,
as to induoce him to let the Russians cstablish
themselves throughout his dominions; which they
must do in order to the repular invasion of India
The Russians could offer an Affihaun sovercign
nothing but promises, the fulfilment of which would
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depend on their suceess ; but suppozsing always that
they could hold out expectations sufficiently dazzling
to seduce a monarch in instance, from honourable cer-
tain empire, to the unworthy chanee of greater, and
that he should prove venal, with the lold that we
should have upon him, we should he able to bribe
up to our enemics' price, in ease it were worth
while to do so: at worst, after some years' friendly
communication with this nation, we should not be
without friends amongr them, and ear't:,-‘ as it would
be necessary for their king to manifest his inten-
tiong, if they proved treacherous, we should bave
time enough to excite a revolution and make a party
for ourselves, or forcibly to cconpy sume passes lead-
ing from this mountainnus conntry, so as to keep the
war out of our own as long as possible,

Moveover, with vegand to the votion of our deriv-
ing security from the existence of many parties in
Affghaunistaun, it is to be remarked, that at present
the eountry is not shared by many chiefs of opposed
interests, but unequally divided between two famibies,
—rebel and ex-royalist : there may be jealousies
between the differont members of the rebel house,
but so long as the Suddozyes retain a portion of the
country, the Baurickzye Sirdars must keep together
for the sake of their common cause.

Supposing these two familics to preserve their re-
lative positions till the anticipated day of invasion,
the Russians would find a ready ally in the ex.

voL. Il ]
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royalists: with this aid they would hardly be a
match for us and the other party, il we coalesced,
since we should be in possession of the greatest
portion of a strong country, through which their
ronte must e, DBut this assumes, what is donbtful,
that all the Affrhaun people subject to the Baurickzye
Sirdars would make party with them; for, not to
reason upon their desiing change from the oppres-
sion of these petty despots, the right of the Suddezye
family to the supreme government has hitherto been
considered sacred by the Doorraunecs, and there
would always be a strong feeling in their favour if
they put themselves forward. Even though the
Baurickzyes should entirely deprive the Suddezye
family of rule in Affghaunistaun, for seme years to
eome the name of the latter would serve invaders as
a war-cry to raise as many adherents as they would
pay for; but I coneeive that T am putting unlikely
cases, and that the Persians assurcdly will advance,
and settle the rival elaims—by destroying Loth.
Could the Shah of Irin content himself with driv-
ing out the Suddozyes from the ancicnt capital of
Khorassaun, the remainder of the once great Door-
raunnes empire would probably remain in the hands
of the Baurickzye Sirdars. These might bequeath
their states to their deseendants, or themselvezs be
supplanted by other upstarts; or possibly, a chief,
such as the present ruler of Caubul, would form the
different states into one, which, if lelt to itsell; we
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might expect to see undergo a series of petty revo-
lutions, similar to those which destroyed the mo-
narchy : but to rccur to the grand danger; if the
Persian monarch takes Heraut, he will not be dis-
posced to rest long on his arms there, and he will
march farther castward, if the ]}nuﬁukz:,rn Sirdars do
not submit to retain their states under the bond of
allegianee to his crown :—in cither of which cases,
the road to India would be greatly opened for the
Russians.

The preceding speculations® are built upon the
belief that Russia has established a paramount in-
flucnce over Persia. In order to show reasons for
this opinion, [ must refer to the circumstances of
our political connexion with the latter country in
1800.

The continually threatened invasion of [ndia by
Zomaun Shah, Doorraunce, induced Lord Wellesley
to form & defensive alliance against this restless
monarch with Futteh Ali Shah, Cujjer, who readily
came into the Governor-General's views, as be had
recently failed in two invasions of Khorassaun, In
January, 1801, Captain, afterwards Sir John Mal-

 This chapter was fiest printed i the Caleutta Cowrier, 2nd sisd
8rd of July, 1831, My English Editor deeming it tuo Jong for entire
republication with the journal, cut off the laser partion, which I now
pestote, 85 0 contains some arpuincats diad {justified, like the fare
going anticipations, Ly recent events) closcly lear upon the existing
politics of Pessia ond Affghounistaun.—Neate to Second Edstion,

29
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colm, concluded a treaty with the Court of Tehraun,
the leading article of which stipulated that the Shah
should attack the Affghauns on their west, whenever
they advanced cast to invade Hindoostén, and that
his najesty should make no peace with thew, unless
they promised to refrain from amrressing ws.  lor
this the English government engaged to give the
Cujjer king every necessary assistance, in the event
of his being attacked by the Affghauns.

The same year relieved us from fear of invasion
by the Tatter people ; for Zemaun Shah, while intent
upen his favourite scheme of foreign conquest, was
deposed and Dlinded by his brother Mahmood,
—the extent of whose ambition was to  have
the means of indulging in idle sensuality at home.
But the first article of our treaty with the king of
Perzia, led to a more important one ; Zemaun Shah's
menaced attack being but a link in the great chain
of dangers which at this time sureounded our cmpire
in ths East.

Zemaun Shah projected the invasion of India on
his accession to the throne of Caubul in 1793, about
which time be reecived a sceret embassy from Tippoo
Sahib, who proposed to attack the infidel foreigners
by concert from the north and south, so as to destroy
them from off the face of Hindoostin.®

From the time of his signing the treaty of Serin-

* Vide Sultnun Tippoo's secret correspondence with Zemaun Slah
—As. An. Heg.,1799,
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gapatam, Tippeo had devoted himself with in-
ereased passion to intrigues with every eastern
poser, forcign or domestic, whom he could possibly
hope to excite against the British, and he had espe-
cially endeavoured to form a close offensive alliance
with our declared enemy the French, who were now
in Egypt, professing to have gained the first step
towards the destruction of British empire in India

The sedulously prosecuted intrigues of the French
in Hindoostiin, had led to the growth of other strung
factions in their favour there, snd their now undis-
guisedl and desperate esertions to ruin our power
through our commeree, made it expedient for the
British Government, by every means, to prevent the
extension of their influence in Asia.  Our ambas.
sador at Tehraun was able, apparently, to show the
Shah a common danger, for the second article of the
aforesaid treaty bound the English and Persian na-
tiona in close alliance against the French.

By this article it was agreed, that in the event of
French troops attempting to form a settlement on
any island or shore of Persia, the two allied powirs
should co-opoerate for their extirpation, It was en-
gaged, moreover, that no  individual Frenchinan
even should be permitted to reside in Persiay and
the Shab’s *firmaun' authorized the governors of
his provinces to disgrace or slay any porson of this
nation who attempted to pass their boundaries, or to
obtain feoting in any place.

The exagroerated tone of the Persian monarch’s
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professions was a true index to their value: not
elearly understanding his position with regard to two
nations of Europe, who addressed im from different
parts of the East, and ignorant of their comparative
power to serve or injure him, Futtch Ali Shah made
friends with those who secmed nearcst,—the splen-
dour of whose embassy, while it evidenced their
greatness, was flattering to his vanity,—but probably
without being able to discern wuch community of
interest in an alliance with either party. He might
with some reason have repented of the ignoble tem-
per displayed in the latter part of' his treaty with us
against the French, but it was not neeessary for him
to send a mission to Buonaparte in 1806,* nor was
he in any way justificd when, two years afterwards,
he welcomed the French General Gardanne, who ar-
rived at his court * with the declared intention of
establishing a connexion which might facilitate Na-
poleon’s views of attacking the English in India”
The danger which at this period menaced our
eastern  posscssions, appeared so alarming to  the
authoritics both at home and in India, that they
simultancously despatched ambassadors to the court
of Persia, to counteract the designs of the French
there; but such a chanpe had been wrought in the
Shah's disposition, that when General Maleolm ar-
rived at Bushire, on an embassy from the Governor-
General, Lord Minto, he wae refused permission to

Beerm Reza, the ambassador on i ooeasion, concluded a treaty

with Mapoleva a2 Finkinsiein
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come to the capital as before, and directed to treat
with the viceroy of Shiraz. To this indignity he
would not submit, but memorializing against it to
no purpose, he returned in anger to Calcutta, when
the Governor-General gave orders to prepare an ex-
pedition to sail to the ersian Gulf,

However, Sir Harford Jones, who chortly after
arriverd at Bushire as plenipotentiary direct from the
English crown, encountered not the obstacles that
had been thrown in the way of the Governor-Gene-
ral's envoy, and taking a different view of the matter,
he proceeded to join the Persian court at Tebraun,
and entered into a negotiation for a fresh treaty.

Futteh Al Shal bad by this time been made
aware of his inability to resist the Hussians, who i
the last ten years had advanced their frontier four
hundred miles,—* from the north of the Caucasus
to the banks of the Arraxes,"—and his majesty’s
fizars inclined him to prefer the alliance of those whe
promiged him the best assistance against this colossal
cnemy.  Napoleon's professed objeet in sending
General Gardanne to the Shal: was, in order to con-
cort with him an invasion of Russia’s eastern pro-
vinces ; though the principal cavse of the mission is
declared to have been * the cmperor's wish to
atrike England im the heart of her Asiatic posses.
sions,”*  T'he Persian monarch, however, was too

* Videde Dovrriconc's Memoirs.—" Gardnone’s embassy,” suvs ilii
wriler, = was at fird conteived on a miech pander seale thon that on
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wise to discard the English until he could be sure
that the French would better assist him against the
Itussians ; and as his ministers and the French envoy
were mutually employed in endeavours to sound and
vireumvent cach other, it is not surprising that their
negotistions came to nothing.  During their stay,
the officers attached to the imperial mission assisted
to discipling a Persian corps, and the Shah's favour
towards Goneral Gardanne went to the wnprece-
dented extent of ereating an order of knighthood tor
him; but after a while, secing reason to doubt whe-
ther Napoleon could fulfil cither his promises or de-
signs, perhaps alarmed at the report of hostile prepa-
rations in India, and, above all, irresistibly tempted
by a high bribe of English gold, he (to use political
language) returncd to his first friendship, and dis-
missed the French mission from his court, with less
ceremony than was courteous.

Events in Europe had now added the Ilussians to
the number of our enemics; therefore we were able
to extend our engagements with the Persian Govern-
ment, so as to suit the policy of both contracting
parties. In a treaty comcluded by Sir Harford
Jones, in March, 1809, it was engaged that the

which it was executed.  Napoleon lad reselved to send 1o the Shoh
of Tersia four thomond infaetry, commanded by chosen aml cxpe-
rienced officers, ten thawsond ke, and ity pieces of connan i and
1 alss know that orders were given for the cxecotion of (s desigin
#aw® o Cireamstaness,” ndds be, v did nog poremit ehe sporor toe give
the misgion all the imponance he desired "— Alluding, It Is presumed
to Mapoleon's eogagéements a1 the treaty of ‘il
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English Government should subsidize® the Persians
as long as they were at war with the Russians, on
condition of their aiding to repel any attempt of
the French; or in other words, as Sir John Mal-
colm justly observes, “for the fulfilment of the en-
gagements which they had contracted ten years
before,”

Upon the settlement of this treaty, Futteh Ali
Shah sent Meerza Abool Hussan Khan, as his
friendly ambassador, to the throne of England.t The
Governor-General's eavoy again  repaired to the
presenee at Tehraum, to efface all unpleasant im.
pressions, and the Shah eondescended to extreme
graciousness, in order to atone for his late *hau-
teur” and insincerity.

The war in Spain at this period drew Napoleon's
attention from the East, and he found no subsequent
opportunity to renew his intrigues in Persia, so that
Futtch Ali Shal'’s sccond promises were not put to
the test ; bot our experience of the character of a 'er-
sian court is quite sufficient to warn us against plae-
ing much trust in its professions.  Friendship indeed

* The subsidy was wettled ga be 190,000 tomauns {obeut 1T0{H0L)
per pmm g & sy of 16,000 stand of arms ; 40 ficld pioces com-
plete ; and sueh vumbers as coakl be spoesd of srillen-men und
cffbeers in imsiruet e Tarsinn Irmf.--u'lful'uﬂm'a Pod. Fudva, wol. 5.
chag, 6.

4 On Vs return to Perla, in 1810, Meerm Abon] Nusan Klan
wns necompanied by Sir Gore Ouseley, Base, K. L. 8, Euvor Extra-
ordinary from the King of England, who wwanks the ond of 1813,
mediasted o treaty bevween Peria and Hossa,  Sir Gore Ouscley re-
turned bo Fagland md Risssin in 1804,
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between states is a mere name; and though the
Shah's conduct must be borne in mind, the chicf
question for us to consider is, what it is most for his
interest to do heneeforward.

Since we destroyed French influence in Pereia,
English soldiers have fought against Russia onder
the Persian banner, and England having felt par-
ticularly intercsted in checking the growing power
of the northern emperor since Napoleon fell, the
ministers of Britain and Irin have held very fnendly
counsel together, It might not be altegether foreign
to the present qudstion to inquire, whether by draw-
ing close to Persia, and displaying her jealousy of
Russia, England has not added a great spur to the
Czar's ambition asgainst his castern neighbours,—
and whether by our half measures of support to the
latter people, we have not made them an casier,
because a more confident and tangible prey; but
this consideration apart, whatever we may have
done for the Persians, we have not prevented them
from being completely conquered by the Muscovites;
the most vigorous assistance that we eould now give
the Shab, would hardly ecnable him to drive the
Russians so far back as to sccure Persia against
their future encroachments,—and nothing else would
serve him, The time is past when Georgia would
have put herself under Persian rulel Russia's
best energies will be employed to improve the
resources of the fine country lst aequired south of
the Caucasus, and her special care will be, to fill it
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with good troops that she can pour across the
Arraxes at a day's wamning.

I humbly conceive that in the existing conditions
of Russia and Persia, we can form no compact with
the latter people that will contain what must be the
essence of every effectual bond between nations—
common interest. While there was hope that the
Russians could be kept back, this fecling existed ;
but having regularly forced their way to a
commanding frontier, the Russians have so mani-
fested their superiority, as to reverse the policy of
Persia, and oblize her to be [riends with a nation
who, having proved themselves irresistible as
enemies, may now be very serviccable as allies.

The Persians must be aware that they cannot of
themselves withetand the JRussians 3 and even sup-
posing { Enrland and Russia being at war) that they
should desire to commence a fresh strugele, with our
hearty co-operation, a glanee at Iran, and at the
relative positions of Russia, England, and British
India, will show the advantages that our rivals
would still have in such a contest. It is about 450
miles from the Russian frontier on the Arras,® by the
high-road wid Tabreez, to Tehraun. The nearest
point to the capital at which we could land troops is
Bushire,t diztant more than 700 miles, and our

# From the Rissian frootier below the Arms, in Talsh, whers
traops might be collected Tor war without pesiive beeach of pence,
it s bt 826 miles to Tebroun, cid the port of Reshdn,

+ 1t is mone than twice ps far from Humder Abbas to Bhime, but the
road is mwiels vasics, and by taking it from 450 5o 300 miles of sea
sounge would T swved,
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nearest point to it is Bowbay; so that it is im-
possible to say what the ussians might not do be-
fore English help could reach the Persians, What-
ever forces we could send from a great distance, the
Russians could out-number from their adjoining fron.
tier; and to meet them we must march up to the capital,
for they would have no object in coming south of it.
Thus the expense of our ehare in the war would be very
great: nor would our portion of risk be inconsider-
able ; for if our Persian allies wavered (and they are
neither the most vesolute nor constant people in the
world), we ghould have many miles to retreat to our
shipping ; and our defeat in Persia would produce a
very injuricus cffeet upon popular opinion in the
countries bevond ;—in India itself.

I am not unaware of the effectual check that we
might oppose to the advance of the Russians on
India, if we raised and sustained all Persia against
them, but question whether the end of a war waged
in the latter country, for such purpose, would repay the
vast means mecessary to prosceute it there: from
Russia’s strong position tooin regard to ber netghbour,
—commanding, as she does, entrance into the Shah's
finest provinces south of the Arras, and those which
lic at the base of the Caspian sea,—there would be
continual danger that she might obtain such advan.
tages as would induce the Persian government to
patch up a peace at our cxpense.

Little as the Persians in general may like their
neighbours, the reflecting among them must sce the
advantages to be derived from friendly contact with
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their late foes. The Russians can impart to the
Persians,on a reasonable scale, and with good effect,
systems which we have for some years been import-
mg in parecls, to little purpose: in particular, they
can lend the Shah a sufficient number of cheaply paid
officers, to diseipline an army which will protect and
keep in ordur bis present dominions, and enable him
to take much valnable country both east and west,*
in lieu of the provinees ceded to them: and though

® Wy murely perndittieg o fivw thonsamls of s disciplinsd soliliers 1o
clesert, tlse empeor e sl suel foree g the Sleal's moks ns will epsure
thans vietory peeeuny epstorn stmy oppred to'them. . Allislon bas been
made 0 the jowenal to die namber of Eessian deserters inihe Persian
pervices wo Aleso oight by added many who would pladly eseape
to the easy servboe of il Shalh,  In my obseroticn pbeot dus-
sian officers Loiog oot to drill the Bkal's army, 1 may seem o havg
Fargotten the mbvice which alwaya bns been, and still is, prossed upon
the British Govermpent—to seml a sofhcient nunbes of s oificess
npon thas disty. Iv & without donbe advisable to enenurage o e
utnsust the introduction of Englishmen into the Persian army, but
tlseee nre dhfficultics in the plan of gending mary Britsh covepanted
gervaits,  The pay of one English oficer will suflice for mony Kissian
subalterns (—a great comsiderstion for the Shab, if be is 10 pay tem,
wnd o great considerstion for ug, Il we are o send many ; {aml many
ore required.) A case might oocar, fike that of the last war, when,
however much we might wish the diseomfiinre of e Riasiaps, wo
eoull oed, cmui:rl-:nll].' with aier Eriemil}' redacsamy wich alieir :nn:n-isu,
pormit men of our own army to direct hostile operations agninst
tsom ; and it would not exuccly suit the Slab w Dove seldicrs who
wonlil ehoose in what quarrel to fight,  Rosia desires to discipline
the Persiang, io order to push them 2s conqueron ioto coundries
thraugh which sl may require 8 road to [ndis,  Ensland wishes s
make tse Persiang strong, in cose she shonld noed tlwic aid ogwinet a
pawer of which gl iz satwrlly jeabors.  Beeween her cwo wooen,
PPersin should g=t o good army at & small expesse. but she will be
sometimes puzzled which to favour, for thongh the Shali weuld na-
tarally milier trust his ormy to Englishmen than 1o his nte con-
aquerers, silll elauld he be faent wpon extending |bis empice towneds
the fedus, e might fncy than Enzlalisen aauld pot be very eordial
ine thit gerviee,
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they will do this for the sake of their own policy, it
cannot be denied that Persia has no better course
than to let her interests be so advanced, since she s
of herzelf unable to forward them.

The Persians, doubtless, will not in any case
rcadily submit their councils to Russion guidance,
for they must long be distrustful of their conquerors,
—é gt dona ferentes” ‘The Shah may be dazzled
with the prospect of widely extending his empire
through the assistance of his brother the Caar,
but as he must ever feel the yoke of so forcible
a friendship, it may be questioned how far he
would be willing to break with the only nation
who might possibly assist to emancipate him
from its trammels. We may work upon this
feeling s0 os to delay Russo-Persian schemes, but
we cannot altogether prevent them, for Persia's
natural ambition, as well as her obvious policy, will
direet her arms to the vast field that invites her
sway, and it would be difficult to say by what ar-
guments we should prevail on our fricnds not to
seize valuable conntries which are within their grasp,
merely because we anticipate danger to our castern
colonics from the cxtension of their empire in that
direction. The Russians will be ever prompting
and assisting the Shab's ambition, and whatever
professions they may make te us in this respeet,
they can easily violate them with an innocent face.

Sceing then, that for the prosent at least, it is
rather Persia’s intercst to be friends with Iussia
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than with England, and that her policy has a
tendency, however distantly, to endanger our castern
posscssions, we should make curselves as independ-
ent of the Shah as possible, and as far as we safely
can, thwart his ambitious views in the direction
of Hindoostin. The first great means of effect.
ing this that offers itself for consileration is, our
interfering to restore the monarchy of the Aflrhauns,
and giving this people strength to resist the en-
eroachments of their enemies, so as to establish them
as a solid barrier on our west. It appears that this
nation’s political interests are in a great measure
connocted with ours, and that the extension of our
trade beyond the Indus must chiefly depend upon
their restoration to order. I do not mysell doubt
that the biritish Government might effeet this, by
lending itself’ heartily to such a measure ; but those
who are better qualified for so important a task must
decide, whether the prospeet of Persia's extending
her cmpire upon the ruins of the Doorraunes mo-
narchy be so near as to make our immediate inter.
ferenee necessary, and whether or no the embarrass-
ments with which we might surround ourselves by
such a policy, would outweigh the advantages to be
expected from it

The greatest objection, perhaps, to our directly
interfuring to build up the Affghauns, and supporting
them as a nation, is the danger of our being thereby
embroiled in 8 quarrel with DPersia;—an event in
every way to be deprecited, which our rivals would
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of course do their best to promote.  If, in the
present posture of affairs, the last-supgested plan
should be deemed injudicious, it at least behoves
the British Government to pay the most watchful
attention to the politics of ail the countries
between the Oural, Arras, and  DIndus  rivers,
and, I would humbly suggest, be prepared to
scize the first good opportunity of taking part in
those of Affirhaunistaun ; for unti! it does, the anti-
cipated intrgues of Russia can neither be well
known, nor cifectually counteracted.  The effeet in-
deed of her influence upon Persia may be in a great
measure watchoed by those who are at the court of
the latter country, but concerning the- progress of
her schemes to the northward, we now cannot have
any certsin information. When Russian influence
begins to work in Teorkestaun, it will be neeessary
that we have footing there also; but that we ob-
viously eannet obtain until we have secured  the
fricndship of the intermediate people.

It is possible that the Suddozye tribe may them-
selves be able to restore the royal government in
Affghaunistaun ; in which case, we could enter into
such politieal and commercial relations with them as
might be convenient; binding ourselves to no par-
ticular line of conduct, but quictly doing our best
to strengthen our neighbours, or regulating our future
poliey according to our inercased knowledge of
their resources, and experience of their character.
Aguin, if the now rebel Sirdars should suceced in
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altogether ejecting the royal family, or if; in conse-
quence of the Persians taking Herant, the Baurick-
zye chiefs should be left in possession of the rest of
the country, we might form such connexions with
them as best suited the polities of the times.  In the
latter case, it should Le the cspecial object of the
British Government to form an alliasnee with the
chicf ruling at Caubul ; this post being one to which
we can have casy access, which iz sufficiently
near our possessions to warrant eur insisting upon
its not fulling into the hands of those who may be
made a means of agrressing ud, and which in a
military point of view is of the greatest import-
anee, inasmuch as that, sitvated at a convenient
distance from our frontier, and in the midst of a
naturally strong country, it commands two of the
three routes by which an European army must march
to invade Hindoostin,

What might be the precise objeet, or the effect, of
such an attempt on the part of Russia, it is not the de-
sign of the present treatise to inguire. My endeavour
has been to show, that the Russians, having of late
years gained a vast increase of political influence in
Central Asia, are pursuing a system caleulated still
further to extend it, and that if certain of their
schemes succeed, they will so lessen the difficulties
now opposed to such an undertaking as the invasion
of India, as to make it very probable that they
would attempt it in the event of their going to war
with us. Their plans would be formed according to

VvOL. 1. Ta
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the success of their intrigues, but hostile nations
are scldom deterred by the greatest risks and diffi-
culties from attempting to hurt each other, and it
is probable that Ilussia when at war withiEngland,
would be so checked in Europe, that she would
redouble her exertions to injure us in Asia. I
am far from apprehending that Russia’s utmost
efforts could subvert our eastern empire; and
I believe, with the gencrality of these who reason
upon the extent of our means in India, that by
judiciously using the same, we should be able (Deo
favente) to give any invading army a very good
beating. But this is not a point to be deeided by
any number of persons’ opinions, nor is it possible
for the wisest to determine what would be the
result of such & collision. It is not doubted,
that the mere circumstance of the Russians being
in a situation enabling them at any time scrionsly to
threaten an attack wpon Indiz, would be a cause of
constant great anxicty and expense to the Dritish
Government ; and therefore perhaps it will be con-
ceded, that the more barriers we can oppose to such
a danger, and the further we can keep it from us,
the better.

In the preceding paragraphs, 1 have ventured to
urge the speedy adoption of precautionary measures
against this prowing danger abroad ; in conclusion,
however, I would remark, that whatever may be our
foreign policy, it is above every thing requisite that
we trust mainly to our own resources in Indiaj
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timely and skilfully appropriating to the purpose, the
abundant means that this country possesscs of de-
fending itself. The great natural strength of west-
ern and northern India, is so elearly seen on glancing
the eye up the Indus, from the sea to the parallel of
Cashmere, and down again from this natural fortress
of Hindoostin, through the Punjaub to the Hyphasis,
still southward theough the great sandy desert to the
ftunn of Cuteh, that it is needless to particularize
it; nor is it great boasting to say, that sincercly
assisbod by the native chiefs whose states lie between
the Dritish fronticr and the Indbs, we might hope
to * burn the fathers of all the Russians™ who eould
be sent to invade us.

As yet we have not interfered to strenpthen the
assailable side of 1lindovstin by means of the noble
river by which it is bounded :—the line on which, it
is presumed, an invading enemy would be met, and
on which therefore we should repose in established
strength ;s fecling oursclves at home in the position,
and commanding there supplics of every sort, in full,
unforced quantities.  Concerning the advantages of
this river as an advanced line of defence against
invasion {rom the westward, it will be sufficient to
remark that troops and stores might be conveyed to
it directly from England,—so from any of our forcign
possessions, or from either of the three Presidencies
of British India itself,—and that from the sea up to
Attock, if not also through the tributary streams
that divide the Punjoub, communication might
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be carried on by means of steam-boats during
nearly the whole year,*  "The military reader may be
startled at the recommendation of so extended a line
of defence, but 1t must be remembercd that we
know where to collect our strength on it; since
whichever way the Russians might warch overland
to invade India, they could only débouche from the
mountains of Affghaunistaun by two routes, so that
we might expeet them at Attock, or at some epot
near the island fort Bukkar :t—in ease of threatened
invasion, our troops would of course strongly oecupy
the hill country west of Cashmere, and an army
woltld also be colleeted at BDombay, or some other
convenient part on the western coast; thus even if
the invaders suceceded in forcing our first line near
either of the above points, they would march on
under increased risks, since retiring upon our re-
serves throueh the strong country yet interveming
either way to the British provinees, we should ever
present a front to our enemies, while an army
might be sent either from the hills, or from the sea-
coast, to take them in the rear.

However it iz not my wish to detail a plan of

* The season when it would e most difficalt to beat up Usse nves
(el raing) & one during which no army could keep the field.

+ Ther is indeed & road, dircogh the moantains, from Capdabiar to
Dera Ghazee Khan, which we kiow 0 have been marched Uy Asiatie
troaps ;. But zccording to the best information that T could obtain, it
'Iurdl}' ||:'u.i;ﬁmb]e for an Eurcpean army. However my informonts
wera merchange, wlio donot tmvel the latter road for fear of the lanless
trilies tirenigh wlsoge manntnieg it pusses, and porfinps they magnified
e adificultics.
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defensive operations in India, but to press the expe-
dieney of our employing the present time of peace,
in assuming situations which would cnable us
promptly to use the fullest means of defence apainst
any forcign attack ; and I humbly conceive it to be
very noecessary that we should now obtain the entire
navigation of the Indus, a3 well as free communication
from the interior provinees, to certain well-chosen
spots on its bank, at which to establish entrepits for
our trade ;—aobjects which are surcly to be obtained
by fricndly negotiation with the mulers of Sinde and
the 1'unjaub, and which, as they must ultimately
tend to the great benefit of these princes, are the
means best calealated to coment our friendship. The
long serupulously forbearing conduet of the British
government towards the independent native chiefs of
western and northern India, has dispelled much of
the jealousy that they naturally entertained against
its rapidly extended power, and while it has stood
aloof, their Pﬂ!itiual circumstances have thrown them
all within the sphere of its control, so that it
would appear that we have but to step for-
ward to sccure the objects necessary to owr com.
mereial and political welfare.  We only need to
bring ourselves into friendly contact with these
princes, to convinee them how true is the policy we
profess, and how greatly their interests are connected
with ours, and when satisfied of their cordial friend-
ship, we might with more reason than at present set
at nought the designs of our rivals.  Tu this way, a
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system of defence will be quietly organized by the
lucrative extension of our trade, and our paolitical
mfluence will go hand in hand with our commerce
into the countnies beyond. In a word, with referonce
to all the preceding remarks it may be said, that
when we have freely opened -the Indus to our trade,
and secured the friendship of the neighbouring
people beyond, Russia may float her commodities up
the Oxus, but we will undersell her :—she may float
armies up insteal of manufictures, and we shall be
prepared to mect them,

THE ENL.



APPPENDIX A

Woes 1 travelted theough Affizhaunistann i 1830, none of ilie na-
tive merchiants wham we consulted, seemed 1o think that weed coulld
be prefiinbly exported from their commary. Sinee thad pesiod, howover,
Calanel Pettinger b effectually opened ahe Indus, and given to the
AMelsnins, as well 05 to the Beloclss, meas of casily reaching a near
groat market, where 1]H-._l,' Ay r:i;hnlugq: ns macl o thos faw material
85 they e proalace, for the manifactursd goods into wlicl we will
wurk it wp.

A decided trule in the wool of * sheep gustured in (lsode parts of
Inlin bordering oo the Indus,™ commenced o Bombey i 1833, when
G0 b were exparted. [t Das sinee increnscd a8 an extmordinary
rate, no less tham 2,444,091 Ebs, Il.u'ing bieen exporied fromy HM'I-lIH-'_l'
1 thi oflicial year of 187,

Tl Ewropizn desand far (s prticke being wnlimited, low cienest
should we eadeavour t facilitato the inears of its tmnsport by the Ine
ihiis, 5o 05 oo cabbe cven thic far Bomade triles to seed their feeces, at
soaig profit, 1o eacket Trom which they will ke our verous mamni-
factures in returt, 1t mwst be Dritish vigoor thoe will really Leep this
fioe river open, and if private eoterprise iz uot sirong ceough 1o make
o goud leginning, the Dritish Gavernmenm shaoulid encouryge it—I muy
biere note o rewarkable fact, to show how mwc we 2nd e Allfgleziens
are nuuadly interestesd i niaking the Tudie a claap chiannet of trde.
Syail Keramut Ali, i Ded, gat from merchiants with wlom e wes in-
timeste, musters of all the mooalGAired * Bawsian goods” imparisl
vid Baklam, that were then sclligz at the usial goml profic in te
Conbnl baehie. 1 lately gave o set of thicse 1o 8 geetbeican interested
it our Crade witl ils Enst, whies e nécerminegd ann an exporicicml
merchant ta wlwen they were formanbel, thae more than twe-thinds of
them were of Glaspow and Manchesier igzhe, This corrcbaraies o
statement mbe by Alr. Masson, in les valuabile © Heport apen the
Tranko of Cpubul,” wluch was pullished by arder of the Govcrnment of

Ind.®

* Hoo noamel] fampliet which was roompibed, 1 Ghiok, wsder ibe dicccticn of

Marpregor Laire, Kiy, whes it was projposcil b0 koa a Oritss Comgany for tbe
mavigetion of 13 Indos,
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