CHAPTER VIII
AcH1i Basa NuLran
THE ACTION OF 12TH-R3TH JuLy!
(Sketches 9, 10}

THE PLAN

IN their June plan for opening the way to Achi Baba Generpls,
Gouraud and Hunter-Weston had proposed that, as soon as
possible ‘after the advance on Gully Spur, an attack €hould be
made by the right-hand divisiorrof thé-VIIP Corps, supported
by French artillery, to bring the Allied centre up into line.
Shortly before General Gouraud was wounded he proposed that
during this third attack, his own corps, in addition to supporting
the British advance with half its artillery, should press forward
to the right bank of sKereves Dere.

General Bailloud,> who succeeded General Gouraud in
.command of the French corps, confirmed this suggestion, and
on the 3rd July it was arranged that, subject to G.M.Q. sanction,
the new attack should be launched on the 7th. At g conference
at Helles next morning this plan was approved by Sir Ian
Hamilton; but on the gsth—the morning of the Turkish
counter-attack—General Bailloud reported that the French
artillery cculd not be ready so soon. The British had not
enough howitzers-or ammunition to support their own attack,
and in these circumstances a postponement was unavoidable.

It transpired later in the day that, even if the French
artillery could,be ready on the 7th, the Royal Naval Division,

1 Calle? by the Battles Nomenclatude Committee “ The Action of Achi
“ Taba Nullah ”?, and by the French ““Che Fifth Action of Kereves Dere ”
F.anli Dere, nnamed on the first British map of the penihsula, was first
cnristened ““ Achi Caba Nullah *” by the M.£.F. Subsequently it was called
‘“ Mal Tepe Dere *, and finally, afters Turkish maps had been captured, by
its correct Turkish name—* Kanfi Dere” To avoid confusion the last
name only is used in the text, .

2 Bailioud had hitherto corhmanded the 1st Division C.E.O.
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July. which had been detailed to carry out the attack, would not be
able to do so. There is a limit to the plysical endurance of
even the stoutest-hearted, and that limit had now been over-
passed. A medical report called urgent attention to the fact
that as a result of nine consccutive weeks of trench life, and
the intensely weakening cffect of the prevailing epidemic of
acute diarrhcea, a large proportion of the division was sufferin
fromanental and physical exhaustion: cven men hitherto dc:’oiﬁ
of all fear had at last become affected and were in nced of a
complete change. Nor was it only the Royal Navjl Division
that was suffering in this way. Except for the latest arrivals
at Helles, all uniis in the VIII Corps were in a similar state,
and Sir Jan Hamilton himself had already reported that both
French divisions ought to be withdrawn fiom the line and re-
placed by fresh troops. The g2nd Division, whose last brigade !
had just reached the peninsula, was therefore the only division
at Helles that was physically fit for offensive operations. Of
that division, moreover, the 156th Brigade had suficred abnormal
‘casualties on the 28th June,® and the 155th and 157th Brigades
were entirely new to active service conditions.

Sir Ian Hamilion had hop:d to keep at least two brigades
of the 52nd Division intact for the Augus. uperations. But he
had now heard from Lord Kitchener that a fifth division would
be sent him; and in view of the heavy casualties inflicted on
the Turks on the morning of the sth he was more anxious
than ever to renew the attack in the south a+ the earliest possible
moment. In these circumstances he decided to withdraw the
Royal Naval Division from the line and carry out the attack
with the 52nd Division as soon as the French were ready. On
the 6th July it was found that the French guns could not be
ready till the 12th, and the attrck was consequently fixed for
that day.

To carrv out an important attack, almost unaided, as their
first ~xperience cf offensive operations would be a high trial for
the staft and the fighting units of a division st-aight from home.
But Sir Ian had confidence in the Scottish Territorials; and it
was further hcped that no call would have to be made on the
156th Brigade, which had suffered so heavily on the 28th June.

In order to give the 29th and 42nd Divisions some rest,
while at the same time imtiating the New Army troops into
active service conditions, the infantry anits of the 13th Divisicn

. L
1 157th Brigade (Br.-General P. W. Hendry). It rea:hed Helles on
2nd/ard July. .
3 It was still or_anized in two composite battalions ana its strength was
only 1,400, ¥



aloys u_.:._-< ayy uo L1anvq v v ayi ays uo und s ‘adosny ug equgg 1oy v Autly st 1gaf 3y uo und ay g,

SATEI LY NHOA AWILLLVIU-MALNNOD




ACTION OF ACHI BABA NULLAH 99

yere to be sent to Helles as soon as they arrived from England. July.
The VIII Corps Was warned, however, that these units were

only to be used defensively, and that every cars must be taken

to conserve their energies for the coming decisive attack “‘else-

« where”’. The leading (38th) brigade of the 13th Division
landed on the 7th July, followed by the divisional commander
(Major-General «F. C. Shaw) ana some of his staff on the
merning of the 12th.

* Meanwhile a fresh anxiety had arisen in the southern zone.
By the fifst week of July the Turkish fire on the Allied beaches
and back®areas had become a seripus menace. The French
corps, on, the Dardanelles sidesof the penifisula, was particu-
larly exposed to this fire, and the kifowledge that all their base
establishments, beaghes and rest-camps were within effective
rdnge of the enemy’s guns, and that ‘General Gouraud himself
had been wounded on V Beach, was adversely affecting the
morale of the French troops.

At the southern end of the peninsula there were no ‘“‘rest-
“camps” in the ordinary sense of the term, but merely small
arcas of ground, closely covered with a grid-iron of trenches
to give the “re:*ing” troops sach cover as was possible from
harassing artillery ure. Generally the trenches in these camps
were dug roughly parallel to the Achi Baba ridge, from the
summit of which they were in most cases under direct observa-
tion. Some of them were thus, as a choice of two evils,
enfiladed Ly Turkish guns on the Asiatic shore. The trenches
were seldom roofed in, for the scant supplies of material were
needed in the forward lines; and the only protection which
their occupants could obtain from the scorching rays of the sun
aonsisted of blankets or waterproof sheets thrown across the
top. Casualties in the rest-a-eas were normally just as frequent
as in the front line. A large proportion of them were incurred
in the neighbourhood of the latrines, where trcops suffering
from the. prevalent complaint—feeling too weak te. fuce the
constant journe;s backwards and forwards to their shelters—
would often be lying out in hundreds in the open.

The incessant clouds of dust which smotiéred these rest-
areas in the summer months, when the Helles zone was parched
and dry and every blade of herbage had disappeared, made
existence scarcely endurable. Yet, in one respect, the heavy
pall of dust which overhung the toe of the peninsula was a
positivesif unzecognized advdntage to the resting troops. In
clear weatter almost every acte of ground in British possession
was as plaimly visible to the Turks as the lin=s on a large-scale
map; ie was the dusty naze afone which concealed movement.
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July,  The objective for the Allied attack on the 12th July was the
Sketch enemy’s front system of trenches from the north-western bank
9. of Kanli Dere 02 the left to the Rognon defences on the right.

The frontage of attack was roughly a mile, of which 1,000 yards
were allotted to the 52nd Division and about 700 yards to the
French. Opposite the British the depth of the enemy trench
system varied from 200 to 4oo yards. The trznches had been
made in a haphazard manner, and their trace was irregular aad
confusing, with many curves and loops. Roughly they seemed
to consist of three main lines—front, support and reserve; but
in some places, and particularly on the two flanks, tHere was a
veritable maze of small trenches, some of which, battered to
pieces by previous hombardments, had fallen into disuse.

A marked and undoubtedly unforturace feature of the
British plan was that the ;2nd Division’s attack was to be
carried out in two halves—the right half at 7.35 in the morning,

. and the left half, ‘after nine hours’ interval, at 4.50 in the after-
noon, The réason for this was to enable all the available artillery

“to concentrate on each half of the objective in turn. If the
morning attack proved unsuccessful, the afternoon operation
was to be abandoned. On the otuer hand, if the morning attack
was an immediate success, and if the enemy un the left showed
signs cf giving way, the troops for the afternoon attack were to
press forward at once. :

An obvious disadvantage of two piecemeal attacks on a
narrow front, at such a wide interval of time, was the long
‘nervous strain that would be imposed upon the troops for the
second attack as they waited all day, in their crowded de-
parture trenches, with a tropical sun above them, no shade and
very little water. There was also the probability that both
attacks would be caught by machine-gun fire from the flanks.
To minimize this danger the 42nd Division on the left was to
assist both 1ttacks with covering machine-gun fire. To distract
Turkisih ~ttention from the actual front of operations, the
morning advance was to be preceded by a small operation on
the front of the 2gth Division.

General Egeiton, in command of the 5znd Division, de-
tailed the 155th Brigade to carry out the morning assault. The
157th Brigade was to attack in the afternoon. The 156th
Brigade was to form the divisional reserve. Both attaclis were
to be launched in four waves, oae wave forming up in each ot
the four lines of trenches of whicu the British defensiv~ ~ystem
was then composed. All four waves were to advance simul-
taneously, straigh* over the top, without firing. ‘The first two
waves were to occupy a line which rougnly corresponded to the



Sketch 9.

| Allied Positions. Oamn IlchnI] 5 W ....._f“
| Aflied Objectives . . . I
| Atlied Positions, Dawn 1 July . ... sener -
| Brigade Boundaries .
. Shallow or uncompleted Turkish Irenches — . — - — -

THE BATTLE OF THE 127/13™ JULY 1915.

J'C,’kl E.

P {Me

Krithia
¥

REFERENCE.

Heights in Feet.

— ——

Propared in the Historical Section (Wilitary Branch) e s B i i

S e Ordnance Su};;_y 1925,



ACTION OF ACHI BABA NULLAH 101

enemy’s third or reserve line. The third wave was to hold the July.
second or support‘line, and the fourth to remain in the enemy’s
front line. Special parties were to keep in touch with the
French attack on the right; “consolidation parties”, with tools

and sandbags, were to accompany the third and fourth waves;

and other parties were to dig communication trenches back to

the old British front line.

In the French sector- nnly one attack, to take place at
7.35 A.M., was planned in the first instance. This was to be
carried gut by fow battalions of the 1st Division on the right,
and four battalions of the 2nd Division on the left. The French
objective was to include all the Turkish trenches on the western
side of Kereves Dere, between the Rognon and Point T (in the
Turkish third line), where the left of the 2nd Division was to
be in contact, on its final objective, with the right of the 155th
Brigade.

On the French front of attack the ground sloped gently
down towards the scarped banks of Kereves Dere. In the
British sector, the right of the assaulting line was higher ‘tuan
the centre and left, which fell away towards Kanli Dere. Im-
mediately in fl~nt df the Britisl: tre..ches .here was a slight dip
between the opp.sing lines, but the enemy’s front line, on
slightly higher ground, concealed the ground immediately be-
hind it. Beyond the day’s objective the ground rose again
gradually towards Achi Baba, whose dome-like head frowned
down upcn the battlefield.

In the 52nd Division ten per cent of the rank and file, and
all officers above three per company, were to be sent into reserve
on the eve of battle so as to be available as ‘‘first reinforce-
“ments” The attacking strength of the division at the beginning
of the day would consequertly be 208 officers and 7,540 othes
ranks. The French troops for the attack numbered about
5,000 all ranks.

The morale of the Turks was again said to be very low as a
result of their rzcent defeats, and a report had reached G.H.Q.
that the Turkish ammunition situatioa was at the moment
““most critical” ‘That the Turkish divjsions were disorganized
and that the state of their ammunition supply was causing
Liman von Sanders keen anxiety, is now known to be true. But
it may. be said at once that the hopes—frequently expressed in
the course of the campaign by British higher commanders—
that thg Turkssh infantry were Icsing their fighting spirit, was
never once justified. The, proverbial gallantry of the Turkish
soldier in defence was never better displayed than in 1g15.

Asgisual, it had been diffioult to gauge thc enemy’s numbers,
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for prisoners pelonging to no less than 30 regiments had been
captured in the southern zone up ‘to the 10th July. It is now
known, however, that the Turkish forces south of Achi Baba on
the 12th July consisted of five weak divisions (approximately
35,000 rifles) and g4 guns.* Four divisions (the Ist, 11th, 7th
and 4¢, in that order from west to east) were holding the line,
with one division (the 6¢h) in general reserve. The front
attackeé by the French was covered by the 4th Division, wkile
the left flank of the 7th Division was opposed ‘to the 155th
Brigade.

In point of fact the Turkish Second Army had been ordered
to the southern zonz, and its comxmander, Wehib Pasha, younger
brother of Essad Pasha, who arrived on the gth July, had
already taken over command from General Weber. The
Second Army consisted of the V' Corps (8th and 10th Divisions ?)
from Constaatinople and the XIV Corps (r3th and 14th
Divisions) from Adrianople. None of these troops, however,
had arrived in the south when the Allied bombardment opened

~ofi’the 12th July.

Finally, it must be noticed that on the 1oth July a new British
air photograph disclused <l.e fact that on the frut of the 157th
Brigade the Turkish trench E12, which had nitherto been de-
scribed as the Turkish reserve line and had been shown as such
on the trench diagram for the battle, consisted merely of a few
unconnected lengths of shallow trench which would offer little
cover. A new trench diagram was made at once; copies of it
were sent to the 52nd Division headquarters next day, the eve
of the battle; and at 7.30 P,M. General Egerton was informed
in a letter from the corps that the final objective for the 157th
Brigade should now be.the trench Er1, which formed, on that
part of the front, the Turkish sezond or support line. The
brigade was to try, however, to establish posts in E12, to cover
the final consolidation of Exz. On the front of the 155th
Brigade, it should be noticed, no change of plan was entailed.
In that sector E11 appeared to be the Turkish third or reserve
line; even on the new ciagram it was shown as a deep continuous
trench, and it had always been named as the final objective for
the 155th Brigade.

These new orders reached divisional headquarters about
8 p. 1., but by some grave misfortune the battalions cor.cerned
never received them. The orders to the assaulting troops of the

1 52 field and mountain guns and 22 medium and heavy guns and
howitzers. )

2 These livisions had taken part in the operations against the Suez
Canal and only arriveu at Constantinople in May and June.
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157th Brigade were not amended; and, as will be seen later, Juty.
the two leading waves of the 1/7th Highland Light Infantry
charged forward to occupy a trench which nowhere offered any
cover, and in many places did nct exist at all.

In order to prevent any maps or sketches falling into the
enemy’s hands, stringent orders had been issued that all sketches,
including diagrams of the Turkish trenches, were to be destroyed
or sent to the rear before the battle began. This unforiunate,
ant indeed unnecessary, order may explain the omission to
issue the riew trench diapram to troops in the line on the evening
of the 11th. In any case, with all subordinate’ commanders
trusting to theiz hemories of a net completelpaccurate diagram,
it was unavoidable tHat in the heat of battle the assaulting
waves should lose their bearings and be unable to send back
an' accurate indication of the various points reached. This was
one more reason for the confusion that occurred :n the course
of the battle, and for the inability of divisional headquarters to
keep the corps commander informed of the actual progress made.

THE BATTLE

The sultry night of the 1rth/rz2th july passed quietly.
Though there was no moon, a myriad stars in a velvet sky lit
up the opposing trenches. But the Turks remained inactive,
and the British concentration apparently passed unnoticed.

The morning of the 12th was breathless. Sunrise was at
3.45 A.M.; and long before the sun climbed out from the haze
that shrouded the Asiatic hills, it was plain that the troops were
to endure ar.other stifling day. Since the beginning of July the
temperature had risen steadily. The intense heat was becoming
a severe strain on the British jnfantry, and the thi¢k khaki serge
of the s2nd Division Wwas ill-adapted to a Mediterranean
summer.

On the 2gth Division front the diversion tn distract attention
from the main ~ttack was carried out by a detachment of the
Royal Dublin Fusiliers an hour after daytreak. Two barricades
were stormed; but in a quarter of an hour,she enemy had
recaptured them, and the enterprise fulfilled no useful purpose.

The sun was beating down from a sky of burning brass
whep 2% 7.35 A.M. the bombardment lifted on the main front
of attack and four long lines of British and French infantry
scramblea over their parapets and pressed forward to the assault.

On the British side the. 155th Brigade (Br.-General F.
Erskine) was attacking with the 1/4th Royal Scots Fusiliers on
the right and the 1/4th ¥-..0.S.B,, followed by ~he 1/5th K.0.S.B.
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on the left. The 1/sth Royal Scots Fusiliers was in brigade
reserve. In this sector the French high-cxplosive shells had
done their work so thoroughly that the Scottish troops reached
the enemy’s foremost parapet with hardly any loss. But from
that momment heavy fighting began.

On the right the men of the 1/4th Royal Scots Fusiliers
found themselves engulfed in a maze of half-obliterated trenches.
Enorgrous execution had been done in the Turkish lines, and
some of their shallow trenches were filled with dead. But here
and there strong parties of Turks were still holding out stub-
bornly; and heavy machine-gun fire was comings from the
right flank. The British lusses mounted steadily, and progress
was very slow. Some of the leading troops pushed on to their
final objective, only to find that, on this part of the front,
contrary to expectation, the trench Exx was only half finished,
and on the extreme right * did not exist at all. In less than an
hour the Fusiliers had lost all their officers but one, and nearly
half their rank and file. Touch had been gained, however,
vi:tle the French corps in the Turkish support line.

On the left the 1/4th K.O.S.B. had suffered even more
heavily than the Scots F-.ilie.s  Taking ihe fizst two Turkish
trenches in its stride, the battalion seems to have overrun Ex1,
which was here a completed trench very close to the enemy’s
support line, without realizing it, and swinging right-handed,
made for an isolated trench about 500 yards in front. Out in
the open they came under heavy machine-gun fire from their
right flank; and after suffcring extremely severe casualties, the
remnants of the battalion fell back to the Turkish support line
which by this time was occupied by the 1/sth K.C.S.B. Inits
gallant but fruitless advance, the 4th Battalion had lost over
60 per cent of its numbers, and the commanding officer (Lieut.-
Colonel J. C. M‘Neile) and adjutant were both amongst the
killed.

On the French front, as half the artillery had been lent to
the Britisn sector, the initial bombardment wkich prefaced the
French assault was a great deal weaker than usual. Neverthe-
less, heavy casualties had been inflicted on the Turkish garrisons,
and the western half of the Rognon was captured at the first
rush. But on the left, as in the case of the British right flank,
the, assaulting troops only suceeeded in holding the Turkish
support line, where touch was raintaired with the 1/4th Royal
Scots Fusiliers.

Meanwhile at British brigade and divisional hcadquarters
in rear nothing but vague and contradictory messages were

1 Petween points S and T o1. Sketch g.



ACTION OF ACHI BABA NULLAH 105

filtering through from the front.. Staff officers and others sent 12 July.
forward to obtain information had not returned; and though it
was believed that some of the leading troops were occupying
the Turkish third-line trench {Er1);! all attempts to get into
touch with them had ended in fallurc About 11.30 A.M. the
uncertainty was increased by a message from the French that
their left battalion had reached i‘s final objective, but would
be unable to stay there unless the British could come'up into
Ime. This message was inaccurate; but before its inaccuracy
was discovered General Egerton sent up one of his only two
reserve tattalions to ensure that the trench E1%, which, as we
now know, did not exist on his right frons, was captured and
firmly held.

With the result of the morning attack so uncertain, General
Hunter-Weston was for some time int doubt as to the wisdom of
launching the afternoon attack. No definite information had
yet come in; but fresh fighting had apparently broken out on
the front of the 1 ssth Brigade. The Scottish casualties had °
undoubtedly been very heavy, and the communication treiicues
were choked with returning wounded. At oneo "clock, however,
General Egericn, who, in ans'wur te ~ppeals for help, had now
sent up his last remaining reserve® tu support the 155th
Brxgade, telephoned to corps headquarters that both he an&’

-General Erskine ‘“‘urgently hoped” that the afternoon
attack would not be cancelled. An advance by the 157th
Brigade would enable the 155th to consolidate the positions won.

General Hunter-Weston thereupon decided that the 157th
should attack at 4.50 p.M., as originally arranged” The French
commande: agreed to make a second attack all: along his line at
the same hour, and General Egerton sent forward his senior
staff officer (Lieut.-Colonel F. W. H. Walshe) t6 tell the 155ti
Brigade to seize this opportunity of pushing forward simul-
taneously to complete the capture of all its own objectives.

The Royal Marine Brigade (Br.-Generzl C. N. Trotman *)
of the Royal N~val Division, less the Deal Battahon R.M.J.I1.,
was moved forward from corps reserve to the Eski Line as a
local reserve for General Egerton; but strict,imjunctions were

t At 8.50 A.M. General Egerton hopefully seported to corps H.Q.: ““ In
‘“ front of 155th Brigade cverything is very qu1et, which looks as if we had

‘ got the whole quadrilateral [of our objective].”

2 The 4th{7th Royal Scots of the 156th Brigade.

3 The 7th/8th Scottish Kifles. W:th the departure of this battalion to join
lthffé 15-th Brigece the brigadier o the 156th Brigade had no more troops
¢ ¢ As General Paris was on short leave to Mudros, Br. General Trotman

was temporarily commundmg the Royal Naval Division in acdition to his
own br‘zade.
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issued that it ust not be used without reference to corps head-
quarters.

Colonel W. H. Millar, commanding the 157th Brigade, had
the 1/7th Highland Light Iafantry, the 1/s5th Argyll and
Sutherland Highlanders and the 1/6th Highland Light Infantry
in line from right to left. The 1/5th Highland Light Infantry
was in brigade reserve. The French artilleryr bombardment,
which Pegan at 3.50 P.M., was heavyand accurate. Most of the
enemy’s wire was cut, and many of his trenches were levelled.

At zero hour the 157th Brigade went forward with great
dash. On the iight the 1/7th H.L.L captured the enemy’s front
and support trenches without much difficulty; and the two
leading waves, pushing onto the third line (the trench E12),
discovered all too late that it was merely a shellow scratch about
18 inches deep. An attempt was made to hold this line till the
trench in rear (E11) was consolidated, but so many casualties
were suffered that at 6 p.M. the battalion commander sanctioned
a withdrawal to that trench. On the right, touch was gained
wida‘the 1/sth K.O.S.B. in the old Turkish support line in the
155th Brigade area, but the portion of Exr which lay in that
area was said to be Leld +; Tusks.

In the centre, the 1/5th Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
gained all the objectives allotted to it, and even consolidated
two small trenches, E12a and E12b, in advance of E12.

On the extreme left, to the west of the nullah (Kanli Dere),
the Turks were fighting stubbornly, and heavy casu~lties were
suffered by the 1/6th H.L.1. before reaching the Turkish trench
Frz. The first troops to enter that line were driven out by a
counter-attack, but after reinforcement by a party of the 1/5th
H.L.I. the trench was again taken, and all the objectives on thic
Zlank were findlly made good. Losses had been so heavy, how-
ever, that further help wzs now asked for. Two companies of
the Plymoutb Battalion R.M.L.I. (R. Marine Brigade) were
sent up during the evening to reinforce the left flank, and as
soon as they arrived the Scottish troops withdrw.

On the front of the 155th Brigade, meanwhile, General
Erskine had not heen able to renew the attack, and the situation
on this front—especially as regards E11—was still uncertain.
According to the divisional commander’s report: ‘‘the most
“that could be done with troops exhausted by fighting and
“ thirst was to hold on to and ¢onsolidate the ground gained,
““ and this was done.”? On the French front the renewal of the

1 Br.-General Erskine, reporting on the ‘inabilig' of his brigade to renew
the attack ar 4.50 P.¢., wrote: ““‘The attack did not devewp, probably
‘“ owing to the mixtui: of so many units in the captured trenches also to
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aﬁtack had ended with another slightsgain in the gentre and on 12 July.
the right.

At nightfall, largely owing to the very heavy casualties, the
situation in front was still confused. Desultory fighting was
still going on in parts of the captured position; and in answer to
a call for reinforcements from the 1 /gth H.LX., a company of
the 1/5th H.L.I. was sent up in support. But the trenches in
that area were already overcrowded; and as the Turks showed
no signs of counter-attacking the reinforcing company was
withdrawn about 3 a.M., This withdrawal, as will be seen later, .
had serious consequences.

The genera} situation that night was not without anxiety for
General Hunter-Westdn. The s2nd Division was new and in-
experienced; it had, undergone a very severe strain, and had
used up all its reserves. As a measur¢ of precaution, therefore,
Br.-General Trotman was ordered at 8 P.M. to move the R.
Marine Brigade into the old British front and support lines, and
to establish his own headquarters alongside General Egerton’s
at Backhouse Post. But,+though ordered forward with®ns
brigade, General Trotman was to retain the tempprary com-
mand of the Royal Naval Divisiot?, an. ie was further instructed
that the R. Marine Brigade was only to be thrown into action in’
the case of great urgency.

The Turks had suffered too heavily to attempt a serious
counter-attack that night, but small parties were still holding
out in plac:s, and little was done by the 52nd Division in the
way of collecting scattered units, re-forming companies, and
reorganizing the line. Many of the men, parched with thirst
and utterly fatigued by their first day of active operations, were
rearing the end of their tether.

This was the situation when at 4.30 A.M. on the 13th, while 13 July.
the senior surviving offiders were stil? trying to link up their
flanks and establish some sort of order in the captured trenches,
a small trickle of troops, which rapidly became a torrent, noured
out from the trcnches held by the right of the 157th Brigade
and rushed back to the old British line, followed by their
Turkish prisoners, who were evidently,deterrained not to be
left behind! Very fortunately, before the enemy had time to
profit by this sudden panic, some of the retreating troops were

s the effect of heavy shell-fire which cuused many casualties amongst offiers
“and N.C.0.’s. The result was thau the men could not be induced to go
* forward  In fac: it was reported ‘o mc that some men were Jalling back
“ to the old Pritish front line.”

. ! The genesis of this unfortunate episode was probably an order to thin
out the front iine. The ensuing withdrawal of a few troops was misinter-
preted as an order to retire, and quickly led to panic.
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13 July. rallied by Captain G. P. Linton, adjutant of the 1/7th H.L.I.,
who led them back to the line. "Captain J. Macdonald, 1/5th
H.L.I., whose company was in reserve, also helped to fill the
gap,! and in a very short time the line was again restored.

But though the incident had led to no mishap, a somewhat
exaggerated report of it, which reached corps headquarters
soon afterwards, increased ¢he anxiety of the ¢orps commander,
who was still without any reassuring information from General
Egerton as to the state of affairs in front. The-only informa-
tion at General Hunter-Weston’s disppsal*at this hour—about
10.30 AM.—was frankly disturbing. The newly captured
trenches were not yet properly organized for dcfence; *‘troops
““to the number of about two battalions’’ were said to have
bolted from the 157th Brigade front line ir. the morning; the
trench Exx on the 155th Brigade front was apparently held by
the Turks; and many calls had already been made upon Br.-
General Trotman’s brigade to help in clearing the battlefield
and to support the troops in the line. Apart from that brigade,
{ne only troops in reserve were two battalions of the 13th
Division (which had arrived at Helles the day before, ar.d were
not to be used for oifens:.e action) and one other tired brigade
of the Royal Naval Division.

General Hunter-Weston had himself reported only a few
days earlier that the Royal Naval Division was not at present
fit for offensive operations. But the situation seemed to call
for drastic action; and he now decided that, in ordes to forestall
any attempt by the Turks to launch a counter-attack, these
debilitated troops must be called upon to capture al] the portions
of the 52nd Civision objective which were stili in Turkish
hands. He felt that the Turks had suffered too heavily eith~r
to make an immediate attack themeselves or offer much resistance
till reinforcements reacned them; and if all the 52nd Division’s
objectives conld be captured, the enemy would have no position
withir 500 yards of the new British line from which to launch
an assault.

At 11 AM. General Hunter-Weston informed G.H.Q. that
he was ‘“conferring with the French commander as to the
* possibility of completing the capture of the original objectives
‘“ with a fresh Allied attack” Sir Tan Hamilton replied: “I
‘“ anprove. Provided our troops have the go in them, now is
‘ the time.”

1 Captaia Macdonald was killed lazer in the day. Other ofirers who
did valuable work in rallying the retreating men and sending them back to
the line were Major J. A. Clark, Portsmouth Battalion R.M.L.I., whose
unit was ga risoning *he old British front line at that moment, and Major
Powis Sketchley of tl.e Royal Naval Division staff.
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Thereupon, the corps commander hurried to Backhouse 13 July.
Post and informed Generals Egerton and Trotman that the
attack must be renewed that afternoon, all alopg the front of
the 52nd Division, by the three avaijlable battalions of Trotman’s
brigade! The objectives would be the trenghes in the 52nd
Division’s objective that were still in Turkish hands. As all
the communication trenches leading from the front were said
to be congested with wounced, the attack must be madé *over
“ the top”, starting from the old British position.

At a conference with his battalion commanders, General
Trotman ordered the Chatham Battalion, R.M.L.I., to attack
on the right, with its right flank in touch with the French; the
Portsmouth Battalion, R.M.L.L., in the centre, and the Nelson
Battalion on the left with its left flank resting on Kanli Dere.?
These three battalions were to assault at 4.30 P.M. The Royal
Naval Division had not yet been given the latest trer.ch diagrams.
General Trotman did not know that the original corps order
for the capture and retention of Ex2 had been amended on the
11th July;® and the finat objective given to his battalions
included the whole of Ex1 and E12.

News,of this fresh attack reached 14 5th Brigade headquarters
about 3 P.M. The brigadier was to instruct his forward units
“to lie low in their trenches at zero hour, and to facilitate as
“ much as possible the advance of the Royal Naval Division
“ over the top”’

The inantry cdvance was prefaced by a sharp artillery
bombardment. But it was impossiblé for battalion commanders
to get their troops deployed by zero hour, and it was twenty
minutes after time when the assault was launched direct from
tl.e old British front line. The advancing troops at once came
under heavy shrapnel fire,* and losses mounted steadily.

On the right the Chatham Battalion' could make no headway,
and at 8 p.M. the 155th Brigade reported that nothing had been
seen of it~ attack.

The Portsmouth Battalion, which was to attack the certre
of the objective, swept over the old Turkish second line, now
held by the 1/7th H.L.I. Losing very heavdy, the Marines

1 The Chatliam (R.M.L.1.), Portsmouth (R:M.L.1.) and Nelson (R.N.)
Battalions.

2 Tt v-as known that some of the Plymouth Battalion were holding \the
line of the furthest objective on the western side of Kanli Dere, .

® The VIII Corps and s2nd Division seem equally o blame for this
omissior..

¢ Many eye-witnesses speak of the inspiriting sight of Lieut.-Colonel
E..G. Evelegh. R.M.L.I,, standing, cap in hand, on a trench parapet, cheering

his men forward like hounds into cover, and then das’iing on himself. He
was neve - seen alive again, -
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reached the ynfinished arid unoccupied trench E12, where, for
the second time in 24 hours, most gallant efforts were made to
consolidate this exposed line in face of a withering fire. But,
as on the previous day, the, task was impossible, and the sur-
vivors fell back to the old Turkish support line.

On the left, the Nelson Battalion also suffered heavily as it
pressed forward in full view of the Turks. It reached its final
objective in the neighbourhood of E12a and Ei12b, but only to
find, as it jumped into these trenches, that they were already
held by the 52nd Division. This very gailant advance by the
Portsmouth ad Nelson Battalions had therefore betn of little
ornoavail. It had caused a total loss of 24 officers and 500 men,
including both commanding officers killed,! and all that could
be claimed for it was that it had provided a small stiffening of
very battered reinforcements for the 157th Brigade. The exist-
ing commun;cation trenches were certainly too congested that
afternoon for a large body of troops to use them; but three
hours later—after nightfall—the front line might have been re-
inrorced ‘‘over the top” with scarcely a casualty.

Meanwhile on the French front the afternoon attack had
met with better forcunc. On the left, next to the British, no
advance had been made; but in the centre the Turks had fallen
back to their last remaining trench on the scarped bank of
Kereves Dere, while on the extreme right French troops had
occupied a long trench on the low ground at the mouth of the
ravine. Another 300 prisoners had been captured, .naking 600
in all? since the opering of the battle.

About 5.30 P.M., while the afternoon attack was still in pro-
gress, General Hunter-Weston took the unusual course oiP re-
calling Major-Generak Egerton to corps headquarters ard
placing Major-General F. C. Shav, 13th Division, in temporary
command of the 52nd.> The situation thus created was re-
markable. The troons in front consisted of the 52nd Division
and th< Royal Naval Division, all of necessity very irtermixed.
Br.-General Trotman, in command of the Roya: Marine Brigade
and to that extent under the orders of the §2nd Division to which
it was attachea, was himself in command of the Royal Naval
Division. General Shaw, new to the peninsula. yet now in
executive command of the battle front, had no knowledge of
the troops or the ground or the situation. .

At nightfall General Shaw snt forv-ard his own staff officer

! Lieut.-Colonels E. G. Evelegh and F. W. Luard, both of the RM.L.I.

? The s2nd Division and the French had captured 300 between them
on 12th Jul-.

3 General Egertow returned to his division aext day.



Skatch 10.

. HELLES
The Result of the Fighting from June 28th to July 13th
The Opposing Lines in mid-July.

Pink Farm

|

i

|

\

| ,

! ’ = Y A

it 7 . N u'ﬂe before the attacls. ... —

| . g 4 . :

I ? / /% o’ Line at the end of tne Fighting... S
Iy / 74 ‘
| [P7 g/ Mort. Ray e N
117 / v/ ‘
! ](ﬁ ; ] SCALE. 3
i | )| ‘ards 000 S0 ¢ 1000 . _5«:\7»-./;
=" ! = S ——— |
Klth;'e!’red i the Nistorical Section (Military Sranch). . - o _v |
= = e e Survey 1939,




ACTION OF ACHI BABA NULLAH IIT

%ieut.-Colonel Webb Gillman) and the G.S.0.1 of the g2nd
ivision (Lieut.-Colonel Walshe) to examine the situation.
These officers, after a prolonged tour of the lines, reported next
morning that they had found the forward trenches—particularly
in the centre—very far from secure. In some places long
stretches of front-line trench were entirely unoccupied. Losses
amongst company officers had been very heavy; of those who
remained iery few had any.idea of their whereabouts, or.of the
sifuation ‘on -either flank; and, though the men responded
quickly to orders, they were all nearly dead with fatigue. The
Twurkish third line (E11) south-east of Point P> on the 155th
Brigade front 'vas unoccupied, and It scemed probable that be-
tween S and T, if that trench existed af all, it was only very
shallow.

Fortunately the ‘Turks, after theiz very heavy losses on the
12th, were still in no condition to counter-attack, ard throughout
the night there was very little hostile fire. Early in the morning
the Drake Battalion filled a gap in the centre of the line, and by
daybreak on the 14th the position was reasonably secure.

After daylight the 155th Brigade, with its attached troops
belonging to the 156th, was relieved i~ the forward trenches by

the remaining units of the Royal Naval Division, and on the two

following days the rest of the 52nd Division was gradually taken
out of the trenches and withdrawn into corps reserve.

The tv-o days fighting of the r2th-13th July had cost the
Allied force very lieavy casualties. The c2nd Division had lost
more than 2,500 out of the 7,500 who went into action. The
Royal Navzl Division had lost 600, mostly ir two battalions;
~nd the French losses had amounted to 8oo. But the Turkish
infantry—though this fact was not appreciated in the British
lines at the time—had %gain been soundly beaten, and their
casualties, as now admitted by Turkish official reoorts, had ex-
ceeded 9,000, exclusive of 600 taker. prisoner.

In view of the approaching main offensive in August, and
the desirability of conserving the energics of the Expeditionary
Force for that vital effort, the wisdom of launching these three
battles at Helles on the 21st June, the 28th June and the 12th
July, has often been called in question. Their cost to the Ex-
pediticnary Force amounted to 7,700 British and 4,600 French
officers and men, or a grand total of 12,300. But there is good
reason for say'ng that these Josses. were justified by the cumu-
lative resu'ts obtained, even though the main object aimed at—
the capturn of Achi Baba—was never achieved. The Turkish
losses in the three actions, and in the couater-attacks which

July.
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July. followed therg, are officially admitted by the Turks to have ex-
ceeded 30,000. As regards the concrete results of the fighting,
Sketch the Allied positions on both flanks had been very greatly
10.  strengthened; the British posiiion on Gully Spur threatened to
outflank the main Turkish line; a central section of that line
had now been practically ¢lestroyed; and there were few
Turkish reserves to occupy*and complete their unfinished line
in rear. Furthermore, the hard fighting at Helles had distracted
attention from Anzac, and pointed to an unchanged dgtermina-
tion on the part of the British commangler %o reach Kilid Bahr

from the soutl.

Once again, indeed, Sir Jar Hamilton had created a situa-
tion where an immediate resumption of the attack with fresh
troops and an abundance of ammunition right have opened
the road to victory. But the VIII Corps and the French had
fought themselves to a standstill, and except for a few newly
arrived battalions of the 13th Division not a unit at Helles
was for the moment capable of further offensive effort.! Two
days later the troops of the Turkish Second Army began to
reach Krithia, and by the 2oth July, according to the Turkish
official account, the cris'~ was over and théir line again secure.

At this juncturé General Hunter-Weston, whose health
had been undermined by the incessant strain of the past twelve
weeks, was struck down by sun-stroke, and a few days later
was evacuated sick to England.

1 By 17th July all three brigades of the 13th Divisiun had reached Helles
.and relieved the 2oth Division in the left section of the line, Detachments
of the 2gth and 42nd Divisions were then sent for a few days rest to the
islands. On the 21st, owing to a‘report that the Turks interded to launch

a heavy attack at Helles, the 2gth Division was hurriedly recalled. Bu: no
attack developed, and the menth ended quietly.





