CHAPTER XXVII_i

OSAKA MAINICHI AND TOKYO NICHI-NICH]I TO-DAY

The year after the great earth-
quake of 1923 when all Japan
entcred a new epoch of reconstruc-
tion, found the Osaka Malnichl, and
the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi at the height
of their Influence and power, but
the peak of their business prosperity
was still to come. On January 1
1924, the circulation of thc Osaka
Mainichi was 1,111,459 and that of
the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi 70§,000.
The business report of the Osaka
Mainichl Publishing Company for the
first aix montha of 1924 states
that “it i{s a source of pleasure
to say that the Osaka Mainichi
has reached the point of one million
in circulation, which has long been
our aspiration. It has no comparison
in this country and occupies a posi-
tion among the five largest in the
world.”

Taking advantage of a situation

favourable to the publishing com- ¥

pany, it lost no time in starting the
Chukyo Mainichi or Middle Maini-
chi In Nagoya, the most important
city between Tokyo and Osaka con-
sidered from the point of view of

newura;l:er enterprise.
Mainichl now has the Seibu Muainichi

or Western Mainichi in Moji and the
Chukyo Mainichi in Nagoya. The
advertisements of the Osaka Mai-
nichi for the same term showed
an increase or 8.2 per cent in the
total of lines and 7.8 per cent in
income compared with the same
time of'the preceding year.. The
growth of the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi
for the same period was astounding.
The circulatoin of the Nichi-Nichi
in January 1924 was 709,000 and
it maintained 640,000 at the end cf
June in spite of this bung
the most unfavourable tme eof the
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{enr for newspapers on account of
he busiest season for farmers.
The 640,000 mark showed an in-
crease of 110 per cent compared
with the same time of the preced-
ing year. 'n order to adjust the
advertiseinent rates accoraing to the
incrense in ecirculation, the Nichi-
Nichi raised its rates by 2C sen per
line or to 1.80 yen per line. The
advertisements of the paper for the
half year totalled 1,514,000 lines ir
addition to 86,600 want ad items.
These figures show an increase of
twenty per cent over the correspond-
ing perivd last year. . The want ads
record was three times as large os
last year, L

During the past five years, the
capital of the Osaka Mainichi
Publishing Compan{ was increased
from 600,000 yen to 2,600,000 ymn
and ic to be increased to 5,000,000
en in course of this year. When
the Osaka Mainichi was incorporat-
ed into a stock company in 1919 the
capital was 500,000 yen and tue
sharcholders numbered 115 persons,
while at present the capital is 2,-
,000 yen, the paid-up capital
being 2,175,000 yen in March 1924
and the sharcholders number 5322
persons.

The rapid strides of the Tokyo
Nichi-Nichi in circulation {rom
300,0000 to 700,000 has caused a
large expansion in expenses. The .
Nichi-Nichi now uses 110 rolls of
paper or 95,000 1bs, equalling 10,-
U00 yen a day.

The Osaka Mainichi uses 190,850
1bs. of paper a day which costs
21,150 yen. Combined with the
Tokyo Nichi-Nichi, both papers use
9,00({000 lbs of paper a month,

that is one third of the _ total
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quantity of paper used by all the
papers in this courntry. The Tokyo
Nichi-Nichf uses one-third of the
sheets of paper required by all To-
kyo papers. The remalning quanti-
ty is used by the twelve papers in
the city, including the Tokyo Asahi.

Such a big expansion of the Osa-
ka Mainich! and the Tokyo Nichi-
Nichi is largely due to the clever
mancgement of Presiden? H. Motoya-
ma and the dirgctors as well as to
the loyajty shown to their concern
by the meimnbers of the staff of both
papers. *

’ President H. Motoyama {5 not the
largest shareholder of the news-
paper company. It shows his cau-
tion that he may not be taken as
the ruler of this public organ of
Society. He possesses 776 shares
out of 25,000, holding the fourth
rank among the biggest sharehold-
ers, including Mr. Heitaro Fujita,
President of the Fujita firm with
1,020 shares, Mr. Sholchi Kirishima
of Tokyo with 1,000 shares and Mr.
Ichirc> Tanaka of Osaka with 988
shares. Among the directors, Mr.
R'ta Takagi comes near President
Motoyama with 416 shares.

The following letter written by
President H. Motoyama shows what
his views and policy are and Is in-
teresting as it is a short history
of journalism of Japan.

4T have been engaed in the news-
paper business for the last forty
'years. I could say that I have de-
voted my whole life to the develop-
ment of journalism of this country.
Although I could make no consider-
able contribution to it I was always
associated with the rise and fall of
the press in Japan since the time
when journalism was founded by
the ten greatest newspaper editors,
Ginko’ Kishida, Shunsan Yanagawa,
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Gen-Ichiro Fukuchi, Joun Kurimo-
to, Ryuhoku Narushima, Makichi
Fujita, Tettcho Suyehiro, Mori-ichi
Numa, Yukichi Fukuzawa and J.
R. Black, an Englishman. There-
fore my life is in a scnse a page
in the history of journalism, sur-
veying all generations from the real
begifning of the present day news-
apers. - '

“The abolishment of the clan ad-
ministration and the establishment
of the prefectural system was ef-
fected in 1871. This was an un-
precidented event and a grest
change in Japanese political history.
In that year I came up to Tokyo
in December and then I first heard
of newspapers and magatzines. I
was very much interested in them.
I sent letters to the correspondence
columns of some ncwspapers and
magatines and was glad to see them
printed. My correspoudence about
my trips in the country was print-
ed in the magarine ‘Minkan Zasshi’,
which became a d.ily in January
1878 and letters on similar sobjects
were also accepted by the Hochi.
This was the first time for me to
have ever been actually connected
with journalism. My hobby of tak-
ing trips dates back even to those
days. Later I became a Govern-
ment official and* businessman but
still my hobby of taking trips never
changed and I have travelled
throughout the country as often as
possible. It was my pleasure to
have contact with 1he people in
various districts and to learn their
peculiar habits and nianners and
local character. It was in 1582 that
I first took up the newspaper busi-
ness as my own profession, becom-
ing a member of the business staff
of the Osaka Shimpo. In those
days, the system of newspapers was
virv small and 1 had to count fig-
ures’ and at the same time to write
leading articles or be sent out as

)
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» cub reporter. In a year and half
I feft the paper and entered the
~Tokyo Jiji as a copy reader. There
too I had to read proofs also. A
yeal after I was appointed chief of
the business department. Two

‘years later I went to Osaka and
joined the Fujita-gumi, a synd.cate
in mining, public works and farm-
fng, 1 was there fifteen ycars but
still my aspiration for ncwspaper
management was not gone. On the
invitation of the Osaka Mainichi, I
first became an adviser and after-
wards general manager, devoting
myself entirely to its development.
T;cnty—six years have since elaps-
ed.

“The Tokyo Nichi-Nichi was first
intended to supply Tokyo news to
the Osaka Mainichl in OUsaka and it
was not its object to scll largely.
However fortune smiled on the
paper and it i3 now one of the big-
gest in the east of Japan.

“When X loox over the history
of newspapers in this country, only

apers, whether small or big, which
eep pace with the times, careful-
ly adopt new thought and avoid ex-
tremes, and above all are good and
pure, can prosper and develop. The
progress of ncwspapers stimulated
that of culture, tne spread of cul-
ture made it easy for the press to
grow. However, the social position
of journalists at the present day is
not so high as it was when news-
apers were 1.3ing in 1880 or 188l.
n the early days of the press, pro-
mising youny men and scholars en-
tered jcurnalism and papers became
ladders for promotion. Papers na-
turally maintained dignity and
power. After the opening of the
Imperial Diet, the number of papers
remarkably Increased and conse-
quently newspapermen as well,. tA
singular phenomenon resulted:’ the
greater the progress of the papers,

t

the lower the social position of
newspapermen.

“There arc possibly many reasons
for it, but one of the chief reasens
is that the mnational trait of pay-
ing higher esteem to Government
officials caused many young scholars
to choose the Government service.
Salaries of the Government officials
were higher than those of clerks or
newspaperm:n. I do not think that
higher salaries can get better journal-
ists, but it is unreasenable to expect
pureness and honesty from poor
newspapermen. ‘Thercfore, I pald
much attention to the treatment of
staff members and to the choice ol
staff when ! became general mana-
ger of the Osaka Mainichi. It was
my cenviction that in that way the
sacial position of newspapermen
could be improved. The indepen-
dence of a puper is the essential
goint of what it ought to be if it

esires to wield influence. For these
reasons, my creed for the past, pre-
sent and future is the commerd-
alism of the press and the manage-
ment on a commercial basis. What
clse should a newspaper be, if it
refuses to be a Government pap=r,
or to be s businessman’s organ or
to be a vassal of advertisers? Any
one who criticises the commercializa-
tion of the press reveals his own
ignorance.”

The above letter is a bold state-
ment by the newspaper king of his
views on the commercialization of
the press. The prosperity of the
Osaka Mainichi and the Tokyo Ni-
chi-Nichi arc chiefly due to a talent-
ed and clever management :)3' their
aged and much experienc Pre-
sident.

Mr. Motoyama's views are erys-
tallized jn the following nine points.

lll-

t

Newspapers are orgaas for
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reporting facts and not organs to
lead society. Therefore . papers
must make it their motto to report
quickly and report ali.

“2. The reports of papers can
educate and properly guide the peo-
ple by the sympathy shown by their
readers. The papers with the lar-
gest circulation must handle news
most carefully,

“8. The elevation ofqthe
position of newspapermen can only
be done by the united cfforts of
all newshapermcn throughout the
eountrgz )

“4. The dignity of a paper is in
proportion to the character of the
newspapermen  belonging to it
Newspaperinen must be closely con-
cerned with this.

*8. Newgpapers require much
money to perfect their news gather-
Inj systems and to ave able jour-
nallsts on their staffs. In order to
get sufficient money, the best men
must be in important posts in the
business and editorial departments.

social

“6. Wewspapers are a  sort of
commpdity, There are some who
despide the commercialism of the
prgss. However, but for this the in-

dependence of newspapers or their

perfectivn cannot be expected. In-
dependence is a dignity.
7, The quick reporting and,

fair views of a paper command the
sympathy of the public. We must
sell as many copies as possible, and
get as many advertisements as can he
obtalned, 50 that we get more in-
come.

* “8. Newspapers must not spare
necessary expense but, on the other
hand must carry out retrenchments
always, in order to increasc the net
profits.

“9. I hope that we shall estab-
lish a school of journalism in the
future. Until this hope is realized,
all the newspapers in this country
must be approached for a plan to

>
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crente a course of journalism in
varlous schools. In this connection,
the best staff members of various
papers must be sent to Europe,
America or other countries for In-
vestigation.”, ?

One of the works of President
Motmyama was the reduction of the
number of Chinese characters now
used by papers. Mr. Motoyama
proposed to the leading papers in
Tokyo and Osaka to decrease the
Chinese characters in use. How-
ever, this proposition failed to ob-
tain wnanimous support, but it un-
doubtedly gave a stimulus to all
papers in this connection and some
papers began to investigate the mat-
ter themselves. The Tokyo Nichi-
Nichi organized a specic! commit-
tee in 1921 and succceded in its in-
vestigation. The plans suggested
by Mr. Motoyama to the committee
were as follows:

1. Japancse kana ymust mainly be
used and Chinese characters
be made subsidiaries.

2. All proper names shall be
gpelled with Japanese kana
lctters.,

8. The names of Japancse shall
be spelled with hirs-kana
and those of foreigners with
kata-kana.

4. The number of Chinese char-
acters to be commonly used
shall be reduced to the max-
fmum used in *gxt-books for
junior classes of grammar
schools. 2

Note: The Japancse haye two

kinds of letters; one called
kata-kana and the other hira-
kana.

The Nichi-Nichi committee work-
e on the investigation In accord-
ance* with Mr. Motoyama'’s sugges-
tions and learned that the text-
2
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books used in jJunior classes of
grammar schools compiled by the
Department of Education contain-
¢d 1,442 Chinese characters.

The investigation is still going
on and it is hoped that the time
will come in the future when the
Tokyo Nichi-Nichi and the Osaka
Malnichi will be free from Chinese
characters and as suggested by
President Motoyama, Japanese ka-
na letters will mainly be used. In
that case, linotypes can be made
and used -effectively, This move-
ment started by the Tokye Nichi-
Nichi reminds us of the existence
of a newspaper with Japanese ka-
na letters in the early period of
the Melji era, about half a cen-
tury ago.

For the benefit of readers in for-
eign lands, some explanation may
be necessary about the use of Chi-
nese characters and Japanese kana
letters. Japanese writing consists
of Chinese characters, ideographs,
as they are sometimes styled be-
cause they represent sense but not
sound—mixed with a syllable writing
called kana. “Speaking generully,
Chinese characters serve to figure
all the principal words of the
sentence, such as nouns, adjectives,
and verbs, while the function of the
kana syllublcs interspersed through-
out the text is to transcribe phone-
tically such lesser elements as parti-
cles and grammatical terminations.”
(From ‘A Handbook of Colioquial
Japanese', by Basil Hall Chamber-
lain.)

The Jife of Mr. Hikoichi Moto-
yama is the history of Japanese
journalism. Always behind the
development of the Osaka Mainichi
and the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi was his
strong influence. All through the
various stages of the Osaka Mai-i-
chi he rendered services for: the
progress of the paper. On account

.

of his business in the Fujita firm
of Osakn, of which he was one of
the leading members, he remained
in the post of ‘manager emeritus’
for some time after the paper had
been started in 1888 or the 21st
vear of the Meiji ern when it as-
sumed the name of the Osaka
Mainichl. During that time, Mr.
Ki-ichiro Takagi, Mr, Takashi Ha-
ra who wgs a commoner Premier
and was assassinated just on the
eve of the Washington Conference
and Mr. Yeitaro Komatsubara, who
became afterwards ( Minister of
Education, were Presidents of the
newspaper company before Mr. Me-
toyama began to take up a real ac-
tive interest as President.

know its past if he
tries to know its present. The sur-
vey of the hitory of the Osaka
Mainichi here is a necessity for the
general students of the develop-
ment of Japanese journalism.
Osamu Watanabe became the edi-
tor-in-chief in 1889, succeeding Shi-
ro Shiba. After thc purchase of
the Osaka Nippo by Osaka business-
en, in 1888, the Osaka Mainichi
a new paper which they started
asked Shiba te remain as editor for
about half a year. However, Shi-
ba could not be loyal to the prin-
ciple of the new paper, the mot-
to of which was independence from
politics and service for business in-
terests. It was for this object that
some Osaka business men invested
money in this newspaper. Shiba
retired and Watanabe was invited.
Osamu Watanabe, the new edi-
tor, was a native of Mito, which
was then the origin of the Mito
school of Chinese classical litera-
ture, and was a graduate of Keio
Gijuku. He had been on the staft
of the Jiji Shimpo until he was in-
vited to the Osaka Mainichi. Ki-
fichiro Takagi was also invited from

One maust

. 96



OSAEKA JHAIN!CHI AND TCKYO NICHI-NICHI

the Jiji and presided over the busi-
ness department,

‘The newapaper policy of the Mai-
nichl was declared by Mr. Watana-
be In eight points through the
columns of the Mainichi from May
18 to May 30 in 1889. Hc stated
first in his dcclaration that the O-
saka Mainichi was an independent
paper and free from pgliticul mud-
dles'and 'would be the” weapon of
business men spd industriailsts In
general.y Further he said that as
Japan was becoming a world's Pow-
er and Osaka was the commereial
gentre of Japan, the Gsaka Mainichi
would pay much attention to this
fact and would report the world's
news as quickly and accurately as
possible.

These declarations represent what
the Osaka Mainichi yas and Is. The
views held by the present President
Mr. Motoyama as mentioned in the
first part of this chapter are the
same as those at the time the pap-
er was first started.

The Oseka Malnichi established a
news’) bureau in Tsukiji, Tokyo,
and, Seikel Kadoda was in charge
oi!the bureau. The paper printed the
reports of the Paris grand exposition
ag communicated by Yoshio Taka-
hashi who was there for the pur-
pose of making inspection of the com-
mercial conditions of Furope.

When one compares the fact that
the Osaka Mainichi was afterwards
incorporated into a stock company
with a capital of only 50,000 yen

,by Osamu Watanabe and Ki-ichiro
T‘;kngl through the good offices of
Hlikoichi Motoyama and had a cir-
culation of 5,000 a day, with the
capital of 2,500,000 yen and the
million elrculation at present, he
cannot but wonder at its progress
during the past nearly forty years.

The Mainich! was big enough to
despatch lsasuke Kiuchi to Ger-
many.la July 1803, Seikel Ign.doda

to Australia In August of the same
year and Minojiro Watanabe, who
was then called Minojiro Terakado
to Chicago in March the following
year. This was the first time, for
the Mainichi to send members of
its stafl abroad.

While Mr. Osamu Watanabe was
busily engaged in his task to make
the paper one of the greatest in
this country, he succnmbed to ill-
ness in October 1898. He was editor
and president of the paper when he
died. He was then succeeded by Ki-
ichiro Takagi.

The circulation of the Mainichi
was Increased to 20,000 by the ef-
forts of Mr. Takagi and the fig-
ures were big enough at that time.

It was when Mr. Takagi was
President of the paper that the old
Mainichi Building was established.
At a meeting of shareholders, Mr.
Takagl sald in his speech: “The
powerful  battleship has been
launched and it hss already been
manned by able officers. 1 hope
the day will come soon when the
Mainichi will dominate the news-
paper world of this country.”

The Mainichi became an eight
page papcer in January 1897 and
went forward on its path of re-
markable progress.

‘Takashi Hara, cx-Premier, en-
tered the Osaka Mainichi in March
1897 as director .and a year after
was elected President. This was a
source of surprise to the public, be-
cause a man like Mr. Hara, who
was Minister to Kored and vice-
Minister of Foreign Affa’rs, had
never been found in the newspaper
world before.

Mr. Hara carried out many re-
forms and improvements. He in-
s%nlled a direct telephone service
bétween the offices in Tokyo and
Osaka as soon as the long distance
telepHone system was effected be-
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tween the two cities, engaged some
well known scholars as free lances
and printed their serial articles,
cflected a reduction of the number
of Chinese characters used by the
paper, paid much more attention
than his predccessors to foreign
intelligence and engaged foreign-
ers as specinl correspondents in
London and Washington, and spar-
ed no effort in propagunda.

Ki-ichiro Tekagi died of illness
in September 1898 and Hikolchi
Motoyama who had long been ad-
viser, became director.,

The capital of the paper was in-
creased to 100,000 yen in 1899.

Mr. Hala leaving the paper in

order to enter real politics, Ycita-
ro Komatsubara was invited to be-

JAPANESE JOURNALISM

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Editor-in-Chief, Minojiro Wata-

nabe.

Financial Editor, Masajiro Sato.
(Later Kennosuke Tsushima)

Political Editor, Rita Takagi.
Cable Editor, Kanjiro Ailjima.
Society Editor, Kiyoshl Kikuchl.
Chief of Tokyo Bureau, Teinosu-

ke Ino ye. . <
{Later Naminojo Hata)

BUSINESS DEPARTMENT
Chief, Sutezo Kirihara.

Circulation Manager, Matsutaro
Sakurada.

Advertising Manager, Sutezo Ki-
rihara.

{Later Tsurujiro Yoshitake)

Accounting Manager, Kiyotsuchi
Nakamura.
The year atter Mr. Motoyama

come general news manager in 1900 became President, the Russo-Japa-

and the following year was elect-
ed Prcsident. DBy the efforts of Mr,
Komatsubara ard Mr. Motoyama,
the paper went on expanding more
and more and increased its capital
to 150,000 yen in December 1901,
The policy taken by these two heads
was steady and prepared for the
paper's future expansion. Shingo-
ro Takaishi, now the editor of the
Osaka Mainichi, 4nd several other
staff members were sent to Europ=
and America and first applied the
budget system to the newspaper
business.

Mr. Komatsubara resigned in
November 1408 on account of ill-
ness.  Mr. Motoyama, who helped
to improve the Mainichi from the
beginning, was asked to assume the
title of President, He accepted
and became President of his belov-
ed paper.

The staff of the DMainichi wius
well chosen and was presided over
by the following licads. .

1

nese War started. This war was
the first in which the Asiatic race
courageously rose against the Im-
perinlism of the White raie and
was an spoch in Japan's expa: sion.

The Presidency of Mr. Motoya-
ma began with the first step of Ja-
pan’s expansion in the Far East
and is still continuing. He never
erred in his editorial and business
policy in all important affairs the
Japanese cxperienced in  these
twenty years. There were two
wars with foreign nations, first the
war with the Russians In 1904-5
and the second with the Germans in
1914. Japan annexed Korea in
1910 through & treaty signed by the
iwo countries on August 22, The
Enmniperor Meiji died in 1912. In the
world war Japan was an ally of
Great DBritain. The greatest cala-
mity befell the entire nation in the
earthquake disaster in 1923. In
these great incidents, Mr. Motoya-
ma did not fail to achieve the mis-
sion of the press and his efforts
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combined with those of the editors
and managers and staff members
led to the aggrandizement of the
Osaka Mainichi and of the Tokyo
Nichi-Nichi.

The long editorship of the late
Mr. Minojiro Watanabe contribut-
ed greatly to the Osaka Mainichi
end the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi's expan-
sion. He was one of the few edi-
tors  with & principle snd philoso-
phy. He was absolutey independent
always. He cgé@ld not be persuad-
ed to altoid touching any problem
or to favoureany party in his edi-
torials. Among his works aie
“Honour of Isolated Japan",
“Malcontentment Among Coloured
Peoples”, #hd others. As seen from
the titles of these books, Mr, Wa-
tanabe was an Imperialist in some
sense and abided with fairness and
justice. In protestikg against un-
fairness and injustice to coloured
races by the Whites, he was mer-
cilessly strong.

The question of egquailty of races
which gas raised by the Japanese
delegagtes at the Paris Confcrence
was what Mr. Watanabe full-heart-
edly supported with his usually
strong pen.

He wrote on the subject editor-
ially in the issue of the Osaka Mai-
nichi of February 25 1919:

“The equality of races is a ques-
tion to appeal to oppressed peoples
abroad, and it nceds not be address-
ed to our own pcople. Let the
Chinese awake, Iet the Siamese, the
‘Indians, the Persians and the Fili-
pinos respond to the call. ILet all
Asia unite. Let all coloured races
rise in a body. The Japanese must
be courageous to become ‘Bolshe-
vists’ aguinst all the world on this
question.”

When the proposal of the Japa-
nese delegates on the equality of
2
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races was defeated and the Mon-
roe doctrine of the United States
was recognized at the peace con-
ference, Mr. Watanabe wondered
why Japan's preposal, which aimed
at falr treatment to all races, ‘was
defeated and the exclusion doctrine
of the United States supported and,
saidy that the spirit of the Leapgue
of Nations was thus damaged. He
pointed out the fact that the Mon-
roe doctrine had been publicly re-
cognized at an international confer-
ence and the doctrine which had re-
mained the self-styled principle of
the United States was now a policy
first recognized by the represent-
atives of the world’s states.

Referring to a speech made by
Ambassador Shidehara, now For-
cign Minister, at Clevelaid in May
1921, Mr. Watanabe wrote in his
book, ‘“Malcontentment Among
Coloured Peoples”:

“Ambassador Shidehara said in
his speech that the only thing we
Japanese want is that fair and
equal treatment will be given to
the Japanese subjects who reside in
the United States legally. Japan
does not want more or less than
this, he declared. The state- -
ment is what we expect to hear
from an Ambcssador to Wa-
shington. Hz wanted fair and
equal treatment for the Japan-
ese subjects now residing there,
but never touched the question of
the free entrance of,the Japanese
into the United States, Shidehara’s
declaration has very small value in
view of the equality of races. This
shows how the Japuanese Govern-
ment is meanly avoiding to assert
its own views frankly and courage-,
ously from too much caution on
these subjects. It is no wonder that
thy Japanese authorities are trying
theid best to crush any Pan-Asiatic
movement among our people. How-
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ever, we believe the authorities he-
sitate in appecarance but are re-
solute inwerdly and their determi-
nation will be intensified by the
burning feeling of the entire na-
tion. The movement for racial
equality will be sure to ‘meet
Spring’ in the near future.”

t 1

Mr. Watanabe distinctly possessed
one essential qualification of o great
editor, & masterful personality, and
it may be doubted whether any
other Japanese daily since the be-
ginning of journalism has been so
much the expression of a single
mind and character as the Osaka
Mainichi and the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi
under his editorship. The editorial
page “.was wholly his own, for he
determined his policies, moulded
the ideas of his fellow-editors, and
by force of example gave several of
them—as a great editor always will
—some characteristics of his style.”
(These phrases are borrowed from
the description (f the characteristics
of a fighting editor: E.I. Godkin,
fn Allan Neving’s “The Evening
Post™.) But Mr. Watanabe was not
only a fighting editor but also a
. man of virtue and was kind to all
" the members of both papers in G-
saka and Tokyo. Therefore his
resignation at his own request in
1920 was greatly regretted by them
all and they tried by every mcans
to change his mind but in vain. Ile
resigned because of ill-health and
died 1n 1923.¢"

After hid resignation, Mr. Shin-
gore Takaishi and Mr. Motosuke
Kido became editor-in-chicf of the
Osaka Mainichi and the Tokyo
+ Nichi-Nichi respectively. Since the
retirement of Mr., Watansbe, the
editorial views underwent a change
in accordance with the change in
the people’s mind on internavional
affairs. Ltiberalism rulei  the
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whole of Japan and the Osakd Mal-
nichi and the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi
became the champlons of the limi-
tatlon of armaments, withdrawal
of troops from Siberia and an early
recognition of Soviet Russia. How-
ever, regarding the atni-Japanese
bill passed by the U .S. Congress,
both papers tock a very stern at-
titude and stood for fairncss and
Justice. '

The Japanese p.ess at the time
of the Washington Confere:ace gene-
rally held & concilistory attitude
towards foreign Powers: and the
position of an observer as t»
various proposed improvements in

home politics. Howevei., a year
after the confereace, Japan saw
herself alone most faithfully

observing the spirit of the confe-
rence. The . Singapore question
arose. The immigration problem
cropped up. During this time, Ja-
pan went on scrapping warships
according to the Washington agr~e¢-
ment. Such being the casc there
sprang up & tendency gradually
among publicists to give up th: con-
ciliatory attitude towards foreign
Powers which used to be maintained
even to Japan’s humiliation, At the
same time, the Japanese press, as
well as the people, came to realize
the importance of some changes in
home politics, so that the nation’s
power would be ecnhanced, One
of the questions on which the press
centred its encrgy was the reform
of the House of Peers. The Osaka
Mainichi and the Tokyo Nichi-Ni-
chi courageously cried for the re-
form jn their editorials, the ques-
tion not having yet been touched by
the previous cabinets in view of the
many difficulties in the way.

The fellowing is the editorial
which appeared in the Osaka Mai-
nichi on July 25 1924. &
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“On the last day of the last ses-
sion cf the Imperial Diet, the House
of Representatives passed, with an
overwhelming majority, the bill re-
commending the reform of the
House of Peers. The vote was
taken on the ground that, as the
prescnt system no longer mects the
demand of the times, the Govern-
ment should immediately begin a
scrics of,reforms, in>Yconformity
with the wishes of the nation The
action taken by’ the Lower House
was no doubt prompted by the ap-
proaching franchise reform concern-
ing itself, for reform in the Upper
House can almost be called a neces-
sary corollnry to the imminent uni-
versal menhood suffrage.

“The Government can adopt two
wuys of reforming the House of
Peers. One is to amend the Im-
perial Conslitution, thercby funda-
mentally changing the constitu-
tional status of this House, while
the other is to introduce reforms
within the scope of the House of
Peers and accompanying Idicts.
The fjirmer method is impracticable
at present, as no amendment can be
m.de te the Constitution during th~
regime of o Regent. The latter
mncthod §s practicable only with the
consent of the House of Peers it-
self. Hence, it must be admitted
that the reform in question is casier
said than done. This is why we
said in these columns the other day
that this question, however im-
portant, should wait awhile.

“But the die has now been cast

y the Lower House's vote, and
the Government as well as the Up-
per House should not ignore the re-
solution, which is nothing but an
echo of the nation’s wishes. It is
understandable that the Upper
House, an institution hitherto enjoy-
ing special privileges, should offer
resistance to this cry from outside
for reform, and there is some Teascn
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why the Kato Ministry, which came
into power only rccently, after 10
vears of adversity, should take cau-
tious steps in the matter, lest it
should jeopardize its position by
provoking  desperatz  opposition
from the Upper House,

“There remain, under the circum-
standes, only two ways of over-
coming the difficulties confronting
an early solution of the ;roblem,
namely, reflection on the part of
the Upper House itself beforc the
issue becomes too acute, and, in the
event of the Upper House’s failure
to take the initiative for its own re-
form, determined pressure of public
opinion upon the citadel of the pri-
vileged louse. ‘There may be
strong opposition from ho*h mem-
bers of the House and outsiders to
fundamentally reforming the con-
stitutional system of the Upper
House, but to the introduction
of practicable improvements in
the provision concerning elec-
tions and the appointment of
members, ctc.,, thereby removing
anachronistic feature in its or-
ganization and privileges, there
should be no great opposition from
even the members themselves, who
are wide awake to presnt-cay de-
mands. There is no reasun why
the Peers should bffer any cpposi-
tion whatever to reasonable and
timely internal reforms.

“We are glad to mnotice that,
among the more advanced mcmbers
of thc Upper House,’there has al-
ready been raised a cry for putting
their own house in ordér, long be-
fore the gquestion was takex up in
earnest by the Lower House. It is
most desirable that the views of
these progressive clements should
win the day, before the situa*ion is
further aggravated.

3 the meantime, the respon-
sibility falls on the Government to
frame & concrete schemle for reform,
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after carefully investigating the

whole problem, before the next
session of the Diet merets. There
is no use, in our mind, for the Gov-
crninent uselessly to hurt the feel-
ings of the members of the Upper
House in this matter, for the mere
provocation of desperate opposition
i{s by no means the rdad to suc-
cess. We earnestly hope that re-
flection by the Peers themselves will
make the pressure of the nation's
determined demands unnecessary.
Reason and common sensc on the
part of the Upper House itsclf ore
the essential factors upon which
the solution of this most important
question hinges.”

The expansion of the Osaka Mai-
nichi and the Tokye Nichi-Nichi,
compared with such a large paper
as the New York Times, assures the
international position of the two
papers. The circulation of the New
York Times id 1923 was 841,174
and that of the morning World in
the same year was 359,159 and of
the Evening World 277,853. Of
all the Americen papers, that which
coramands the largest cireulation is
the New York Journal, which issued
649,489 daily in 1923. The circu-
lation of the Qsaha Mainichi which
reaches one million {s the world re-
cord =5 also is that of the Tokyo
Nichi-Nichi at 700,000. These
circulations, combined with their
evening editiuns, must be double.
The Osaka Mainichi Publishing
Company Goes an annual gross
businesy of 10,864,759 yen and has
in its employ 2,000 persons, namely
about 1,000 members of the stafls
«of both papers and almost the same
number of men in the mechanical
departments. Besides these, thou-
sands of men are employed 8s c.r-
respondents throughout the country.

A chart of the circulation o both

(

papers, especlally the Tokyo Nichi-
Nichl, tells of the difficult path they
followed {n carly years of their
growth., Speaing of the Tokyo
Nichi-Nichi, its circulation on Janu-
ary 1, 1908 was 105,000 but sank
to 65,000 at the end of that year;
then the circulation rose to 90,000
on January 1 1809 and dwindled
to 85,000 ir. December of that year;
the amalgamation of the Tokyo
Nichi-Nichi and theMainlchi Dem-
po was cflected in 1911 when the
circulation was below- 60,000; since
1912 the circulation was on the in-
crease and was never below the
mark of 80,000 and reached 148,-
000 in January 1814, the year in which
the world war began. The business
policy which has been maintained
from the beginning is to try to in-
crease the circulation with a jump
for January every year by lssuing
a pictorial suglement or maps. The
jump was as big as 70,000, as is scen
in the record for December 1017-
January 1918, which shows 290,000
In December and 860,000 in Tanu-
ary.

The following returns of the cir-
culation of the Osaka Malnichi and
of the Toyo Nichi-Nichi for the
past ten yecars will be useful for
those interested in the development
of the two papers in the last decade.

THE OSAKA MAINICHI

Jan. 1
1914 ....... eeesees 921,454
1916 ....vaveeensse 892,000
1916 ...........00. 451,000
1817 . 491,000
1818 ... 541,000
1919 ... 518,000
1920 ;50 602,000
1921 686,000
1922 824,000
1923 ..... reeereess 920,000
192(4- eesssasnssenes 1,111,000
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THE TOKYO NICHI-NICHI
Jan. 1

1914 opuuviriennss 148,000
1915 o .oeeevuea... 286,000
1916 276,000
1917 scumsenesswnsse BIBD00
1918 . 860,000
1919 ..eveviiieeess 855,000
1920 868,000
1998, vowscan ensnony B76,000
1922 . ...iiie0... 848,000
1928 ...vvii3000... 878,000
1924 ,.....0 .. 709,000

Undoubtedly the above increase
in circulation of both papers was
fargely due to the cfforts of Pre-
sident Motgyama. If I borrow the
expression used by Mr. Jason Ro-
gers in describing Mr. Ochs of the
New York Times in his work,
“Newspaper Building”, I might say

that Mr. Motoyama has play-
ed the newspaper game like
a great chess master care-
fully pushing forward his pawns

in' safe and sound formation, to
make nossible the development of
his vajor pieces without at any
time endangering the security of
thn positions previously attained.
From the pages of “Some News-
papers and Newspaper-men™, by Mr.
Oswald Garrison Villard, President
of the New York Evening Post
1867-1918 and editor of The Na-
tion, I reproduce a few passages as
describing Mr. Moloyama and his
two papers, viz “Mr. Ochs's great-
cst contribution to our journalism
has been his faith in news as a sales
hsset....Mr. Ochs, I have no doubt
whatever, sincerely believes that
when he says his is an independent
newspapet that tolerates no tamper-
ing with the news, no colouring, no
deception, and that it has attain-
ed a high reputation for the fulness,
trustworthiness, and impartiality of
his news service, he paints a just

picture of his daily.” N

TOKYO NICHI-NICHI

It is no doubt thet the various
enterprises conducted by both
papers ure helping thelr rapid
growth a great deal

Among these the most important
are the circult hospitals created in
1911, movie parties always travel-
ling to every nook and corner of
the ’country, the publication of
books, the Mainichi baseball teamn
which is now the strongest in Ja-
pan, full hearted support of sports,
the creation of the Osaka Mainich!
prize in the Imperial Academy, lec-
ture meetings, the Issue of the Sun-
day Mainichi and the financial
magazine Economist, the purchase
of up-to-date Hoe machines and
other equipment from America, re-
lief to poor children in, Germany
after the war and to the quake suf-
fcrers in Toyo in September 1923,
the starting of a Braille edition for
blind men, the import of telephoto-
aparatus which sends pictures by
electric waves, the present to Osaka
City of a music hal in Nakanoshi-
ma Park, thc investigation of the
coastwise currents of Japan, the
scientific expedition to North Sa-
ghalien, the publication of the
ex-Kaiser’s Memoirs at the same
time as as it was printed
In the New York Times, the
invitation to Odaka of Mischa
Elman, the world famous violinist
and of Miss Parkhurst the origina-
tor of the Dalton plan of educa-
tion, the support to the emigrants
to Brazil in 1924, tre publication
of a map of the fire of '.l.‘okyo. indi-
cating the directions in which the
fire spread and the curreils and
velocity of winds then prevalling,
the erection of g meteorological
chservatory on the roof of the Mai-
nichi Building, etc., etc.

.closing this little book, 1 can-
not bht look over the pages of the
“Histofy of the New Y;ork Times",
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fssued in 1921 when I was in New
York as a special correspondent of
the Osaka Mainichi and the Tokyo
Nichi-Nichi because in my view
thecgrowth of The Times and Its
position very closely resembles that
of the Osaka Mainichi and the To-
kyo Nichi-Nichi. I want to  put
down the pen after reproducing
here some lines from the Fut pages
of the above book.

“In the opinion of the manage-
ment of The Times, perhaps the
most important lessons is that in-
tegrity, common sense and good
judgment are more likely to bring
success than wild extravagances,
constant experimentation and the
frantic fo’lowing of each new fash-
fon. The fact that a particular poli-
¢y or a particular feature has been
a success on one paper is no guaran-
tec that it will be successful every-
where. In the newspaper business,
as in most other businesses, the
surest road to success—in the opin-

ion of the management of The

Times—is_to know what you want
to do and know how to do it....

Contrary to the opinion held in

some quarters, newspaper making
is skilled labour; it cannot be per-

formed by anr well-intentioned
amateur.”

ROSTER
OF
OSAKA MAINICHI
COMPANY

Hikolchi Motoyama, President.

Rita Takagi, Menaging direp_or.

Sutezo Kirihars, Managing ‘wirec-
tor. : ¢

Matsuro Matsumoto, Director,

Kiyoshi Kikuchi, Director.

Fumioc Yano, Auditor.

Matsutaro Sakurada, Auditor,

Shoichi Kirishima, Auditor.

Executive Council

Hikoichi Motoyama, Rita Takagi,
Sutezo XKirihara, Matsuro Matsu-
moto, Kiyoshl Kikuchi, Fumio Yano,
Matsutaro (Gakurada, Shoichl Kiri-
shima, Shingoro Takalishi, Shintaro
Okumura, Motosuke. Kido, Norino-
bu Matsuuchi. g

Adviser Emeritus
Minoru Oka .

THE OSAKA MAINICHI

Editorial Department

Shingoro  Takaishi, Editor-in-
chief. £
Shintaro Okumura, General Man-
ager of cditorlal department.

Mitsuzo Sato, Sub-editor.

Editorial Staff

Ichitaro Ogdwa, Kitsujiro i10uye,
Seishichi Akasaka, Kan Sugiyama,
Hiroshige Watanabe, Kofu Sawa-
tmura, Ryuzo Ikeda, Takeo Ohara.

News Department

Hideo Komuro, Make-up editor.

Kan Sugiyama, Makec-up editor.

Kin-ichi Hirano, Assistant make-
up editor.

Horo Urata, Assistant make-up
editor.

Mitsushi Xono, Forcign editor.

Motosaburo Takata, Assistant for-
eign editor.

Torao Fukura, Mail news editor.

Hiroshi Yoshimura, Assitant mail
news editor.

Taketosht Iwai, Assistant mail
news editor,

Masao Matsuoka, Financial editor.

Hiroshige Watanabe, Assistant
financial editor. €
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Ryuzo Ikeds, Assistant financlal
editor.

Shinnosuke Abe, City editor.
Shtojiro Uyeda, Assistant city edi-
or,

Te:uji Inouye, Assistant city edi-
or.

Tatsul Hoshino, Assistant city
editor.

Kip-ichl, Hirano, Asljistant ecity
editor. 5

Kofu Sawamura, China editor.

Hikoichi Fukaye, Sunday editor.

Gosaku Ogusawara, Chief proof-
reading section,
Kenzo Nakamura, Second chief
proof-reading scction,
Kakichi “Nishida, Second chief
proof-reading section.

Kyosel Iino, Central telegraph
and telephone editor.

Yasuchiyo Nakajilna, Assistant
central telegraph and telephone
editor.

Fujitaro Kinoshita, Assistant cen-

5 tral telegraph and telephone
editor.

Tosaku Kinoshita, Sport editor.

Ryoichi Hashizume, Manager pro-

» paganda department.

Kenjiro Segewa, Vice-manager
propaganda department.

Miyahiko Mori, Manager Library
and index.

Kiichi Miura,
Personnel,

Junji Yamada, Chief secretariate.

Shingoro Takaishi, Editor-in-chief
of English edition,

Chief Burcau of

Nuaoshi Kato, Sub-editor of Eng-

lish edition.

Yasotaro Morl, Managing editor
of English edition.

Seifu irakawa, Western tele-
graph and telephone editor and
manager of Moji office.

Hanzaburo Upyenishi, Manager
Kyoto office.

Kcihan Fujimori,

Vice-manager
Kyoto office. t

Ishiwari, Shigetaro Cnogi,

Banjiro Kaneko, Manager Kobe
office.

Rikuji Miyamori, Vice-manager
Kobe office,

Fujitaro Kinoshita, Manager sNa-
goya office.

Torao Namura, Manager Seoul

office.

Kdtsuji Fuse, Manager Peking
office.

D. J. Evans, Manager London
office.

Mitsuzo Sato, Editor-in-chief of
“Economlst™.

Kyotaro Nakamura, Editor Brall-
les Mainichi.

News and Editorial Staff

Tsunejiro Okumura, _Shinshire
Takuwa, Rikunosuke Swuila, Mishi-
ro Nishida, Yasuo Matsumoto. Ken-
suke Ishiguro, Mineo Hirano, Tomi
Omorl, Shiro Nagaoka, Kotaro Ta-
kamori, Fusako Nishimura, Shuichi-
ro Kita, Gunji Saito, Jisaku Oba,
Fusaichi Tamasakl, Toshio Nagato,
Ju Koshimoto, Kunisaburo Nagoshi,
Kin-ichi 1Ishikawa, Jisuke omu-
ra, Yeisuke Ichimura, Tsunejiro
Onoye, '‘Katsutaro Inouye, Kenkichi
Nishimura, Tokuzo Nishimura, Ju-
saku Akutagawa, Gore Kusunoki,
Yoichi Sato, Tokuzo Tamaki, Kiyo-
shi Suko, Yei JIwasaki, 'I‘oldjiro
Hirata, Zenro Sato, Yeimatsu Nishi-
no, Kenkichl Nakamura, Yujiro
Kashiwabara, Toshio Nagano, Shu
Ashikaga, Isao Miike, Matsutaro
Sannan
Mayeda, Ryonosuke Kitao, Chitoku
Kimijima, Shoichiro Tani, Tame-
ski Tsutsumi, Ryokichi Xoike, Hi-
deo Nakajima, Shozo Yebiné, Shin-
saku Koizumi, Sukeo Ochi, Toshi-
taro Takeda, Yoju Tsuda, Sel Ta=
keuchi, Hiroshi Takel, Yonezo Ka-
tads, Shizuo Ono, Saburo Suzuki,
Mesnoru Shimizu, Suyekichi Okads,
Dait.yo Sayeki, Kin  Watanabe
Taizo sOlshi, Mosei Wads, Iws-
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Jl Ozeki, Taro  Kitakawashi-

ma, Ryuzo Kizukuri, Tetsuo Shi-
mane, Nobuo Fujisawa, Yei-
kichl Nagaoka, Keijiro Konishi, Yu
Kamoi, Ryonosuke Kadoi, Noboru
Sudo, Yuhel Inui, Shojiro Kuzu-
moto, Jiro Takahashi, Genyu Xa-
gawa, Katsuo Ando, S. C. Willson,
Toshio Sakamoto, Kwan Matsumu-
ra, Inui Fukushima, Horo Nishida,
Fukusabure Kawakami, Shigenor]
Hisaoka, Togan Mori, Ken-ichi Ma-
tsuo, Seizo Tamura, Ritsujiro Wake,
Kokugyo Nagaoka, Shigerz Yana-
gisawa, XKwan-ichiro Kawaguchi,
Yoshikatsu Hase, Fukutaro Awa,
Takeshi Kubota, Tokujiro Oka, H.
Goodridge, Goroku Masui, Jihei Ha-
shiguchi, ~ Yasushi  Shiina, Ken-
taro Otgke, Shiro Isobe, Tokuo
Fujioka, Yoshizo Sakal, Shunji
Imada, Kiyoshi Nakano, Tatsuhiko
Mayeda, Sutezo Taiyama, Sanji Ha-
tada, Yoshizo Baba, Tsunezo Taiko,
Gisho Miyake, Shimozo Ochi, Kei-
saburo Hirai, Kei Ichiya, Yeisaburo
Kusano, W. L{ Kingsbury.

Business Depariment
Hobei Okubo, Circulation mana-

ger.

Kichiji Shikakura, Assistant cir-
culation manager.

Fumigiku Ogura, Assistant cir-
culation manager.

Yel Takeda, Assistant cirenlation
manager.

Chojiro Shigemoto, Advertising
manager,.

Shohei Shimada, Assistant adver-
tising manager,

Hir-:(ts Nakazato, Manager buook-
keeping department.

Kiyoshi Nezu, Aasistant manager

" bookeeping Cepartment.

Yohachiro Mori, Assistant mana-
ger bookkeeping department.

. Kohei Fujil, Chicf secretary. .
. Kisaburo Asai, Sccond-chiel sec-

retary. 3

8

Jodo Ikeda, Business manager
English edition.

Shinji Fukuchi, Chief air corps.

Junji Yamada, Manager publica-
tion department.

Fumigiku Ogura, Vice-manager
ublication department.

Hikoichi  Motoyama, Chairman
board of directors medical corp:
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Rita Tukagi, Directer
COrps. .

Suteze Kirihara, Director medical
corps. ¢

Dr. Santoku Nakiumura, Chief
medical corps.

Mechanical Depa-tment

Nisaburo Asai, Superintendent.

Minoru Akiyoshi, Assistant super-
intendent and chief engineer.

Kennosuke Takayama, Chief
photogravure section,

Ryonosuke Kitao, Chicf photo-
graph section. -

Kametaro Takahira, Chi*f com-
posing room . R

Tokusaburo Nakamura, Chief
stercotype room.

Kei-ichiro Suzuki, Chicf press
room.

Tsurusaburo Yoshida, Foreman
composing room of ﬂnglish edi-
tion.

Hayvao Kawabata, Chief electri-
cian,

meadical

THE TOKYO NICHI-NICHI

Editorial Department

Motosuke Kido, Fditor-in-chief.
Norinobu Matsuuchl, General man-
ager of editorial department.

Editorial Staff
Kwanji Niiruma, Hiroshi Iscwa.

106



OfAKA MAINICHI AND TOKYO NICHI-NICHI

News Department

Genzaimon Harnaki, Make-up
editor.

Mitsujire Yamaxaki, Make-up
editor.

Shigeki Nagahara,  Assistant

make-up edltor.

Kisaku Otomo, Assistant roake-up
sdifors -

Juro Kishil, Assistant managing
editor. H

Komei'Nishimura, Political editor.

Keishi Izerl, Assistant political
editor.

- Yoshishige Yomota, Anssistant
politica} editor.

Shintaro “Shimnzaki, Mail news
editor.

Toshihisa Fukuyama, Assistant

mail news editor.
Kokichi Okazaki, Cily editor.
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editor.
Yosh’s Yudate, Sports editor.
Sei-i ,'hl Ishimura, Foreign editor.
Shinzo Xawabe, Assistant foreign
7 editor,
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Yoshio Mori, Assistant tclegraph
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Kyuji Nemoto, Assistant tele-
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editor.

Hidesuke Haono, Assistant finan-
cial editor.

Kisaku Otomo, Chief proof-read-
ing section.
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Assistant city
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gonda department.
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English edition.
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cditor of English edition.
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Jun-ichi Kishi, Manager Shiznoka

office.
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dal office.
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office,
Junji  Takashimada, Manager
Sapporo office.
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chi, Kojiro Takasugi, Hikoraburo
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nechika, Tsuruo Koho, Yoshimatsu
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Masaki, Keljiro Araya, Yoshio Sato,
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Sato, Yei Takashima, Qtojiro Tatsu-
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Yoshio Nagano, Shigeyoshl Inaga-
ki, Takeo Kadoda, Shigeru ¥lashi-
moto, Taikyo Iwabashl, Kanjl Fuii-
wara, Minemitsu Kjkko, Tonari Oi-
shi, Keinojo Watarai, Ryuzabure
Yokoyamna, Magojuro Fujisawa, Ko-
ji Kato, Teruyoshi Masul, Isamu Ka-
no, Veitaro Takagi, Kichigoro Ma-
tsuyama, Goyu Kaji, Mosaburo Fn-
do, Tadao Kuwabara, B}unklchl Sa-

Manager Nagano
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kumd, Shimpu Kosaka, Ryckuzo Su-~
miya, Yujiro Togl, Yaichi Kondo,
Chu Adachl, Shutaro Miyake, Ha-
chire Sasal,. Shosho Ogura, Mino-
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moto, W. Bernhardt, Sabure Furu-
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