CHAPTER XXII

THE KATO MINISTRY

The Kato Cabinet was organized
In June 1924. The most prominent
. feature of the ministry was that
Mr. KXorekiyo Takahashi, former
Premler and President of the Sei-
yukal 2'arty and Mr. Ki Inukai,
President of tht Kakushin Club,
became Ministers of slight impor-
tance under Premier Viscount Ko-
m.ei Kato. This was welcomed by
the press as a sign of the improve-
ment of Japanese politics, citing the
fnstances that M. Poincare, former
President of the French Republic,
was the Premier ungder President
Millerand end, Mr. Balfour, former
Prime Minister, became a Minister
in the Lloyd George Cabinet. The
Kenseikali returned to power after
the elapse of ten years and the ap-
pearance of the cabinet on a coalition
basis “vas welcomed by the people
who were sick of peers’ cabinets,
such as Admiral Kato's Cabinet
which was formed after the Wash-
Ington Conference, and the Yama-
moto cabinet headed by Admiral
Yamamoto, the creater of the Im-
perial Navy, which collapsed after
the Toranomon incident in which
a fanatic attcmpted to assault the
Prince Regent while he was going
to the Imperial Diet towards the
end of 1923 and, the Kiyoura cabi-
net, the forerunner of the present
Kenseikal ministry.

The appearance of the Kato cabi-
net was the natural consequence of
the overwhelming victory of the
Kenseikal Party in the elections.
iThe new strength of parties on June
26 1924 when the extracrdinary
session of the Imperial Diet was
opened ‘was as follows:

) 2
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES

Govelnment parties:
Kenselkai Party ......... 155
Seiyukai Party

Kakushin Club .......... 29
Scmi-Government party:
Chusei Club ....... enumene A
Opposition:

Seiyu Honto ............ 117
Neutrals:

Unattached ...... veeress 12

Industrialists . ....... .es 8

THE HOUSE OF PFERS
Kenkyukal ... .......... 174

Koyu Club .. venesn 47
Koseikai cvveesinnennnn. 43
Sawakai ..i.vrevinnannns 86
Doseikal ..cvvrviennanns 24
Independents ....a...... 28
Imperial princes ..... wes 15
Unattached ........... .. 86

How many seats in the House of
Representatives were occupied by
journalists or publicists is seen
from the following list published in
the June number of the *“Shinbun
oyobi Shimbun Kisha" (Newspapers
and Newspapermen).

Masasumi Ando, Tokyo, Neutral

ex. B

Takehiko Imal, Chiba, Seiyu, n.

Masajiro Kimura, Chiba, Seiyn, f.

Sei-icht Aoki, Gumma, Sei¥u, n.

Masao Kanda, Tochigi, Neutral,
n.

Saburo Hosoume, Yamagata, In-
dust., f.

Hhuji Machida, Akita, Kensei, f.

Tdmlo Kudo, Aomori, Honto, n.

Takeshi Azuma, Hokkaido, Seiyu,
ex.
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Shimpefi Yamamoto, Nagano,
Neutral, n.

Mototaro Furihata, Nagano, Ken-
sel, ex.

Gonzo Terajima, Toyama, Ken-
sei, n.

Akira Habu, Fukui, Kcnscil. n,

Gohei Matsuura, Shizuoka, Hon-
to, ex.

Shoju Koyames, Aichi, Kensel, ex.

Chogo Shimizu, Okayama, Honto,

n.

Selji Hayami, Hiroshima, Kensei,
ex.

Toranosuke Akita, Yamaguchi,
Neutral, f.

Migiji Kodama,
Neutral, f.

Yeijire Miyoshi, Tottori, Neutral,

n. .
Kiyoshi Akita, Tokushima, Kaku-
shin, ex.
Yoshiyasu Norimoto, Nagasaki,
Hoanto, ex.
Hajime Mori, Nagasaki, Honto,
(8

Yamaguchi,

Ko.':o Makiyama, Nagasaki, Hon-

to, cx,

Yeitaro Nishi, Saga, Kensei, f.

Kaneshiro Takagl, Kumamoto,
Honto, ex.

Ichimasa Terada, Xagoshima,-
Honto, n.

Keikichi Tanomogi, Tokyo, Ken-
gei, ex.

Kishichi Kokubo, Ibaraki, Seiyu,
ex.

Dokei Yamada, Gifu, Kensei, n.

Yoshio « Uyehara, Kanagawa,
Neutral, n.

Sejraburo Tuchiya, Chiba, Seiyu,
¢

' Ma;ayoshi Kono, Ibaraki, Kensei,
ex.

Tetsuo Kudo, Aomori, Neutral n.

Gi-ichi Masuds, Niigata, Neutral,

f. : '

Riyei Inoge, Fukui, Neutral ‘n.
- Shinojo Nagano,  Yamaguchi,
Neutrcl, n. L

Seigo Nakano, Fukuoka, Kensei,
cX.

Takejiro  Nishioka, Nagasaki,
Neutral, n.
(ex. for ex-M,P.; n. for new

M.P.; f. for formerly M.P.)

Thus, of the total of 464 scats in ’
the House of Representatives, 120
seats are occupied by Jjournalists
and publicists, This shows that the
influence of the pruss is rising enor-
mously. Fifty-ive of these are
graduates from Waseda University,
which has a peculiar position in the
journalistic world, sending out
many journalists and writers. Most
of them belong to the Kenseikai
Party, of which the late Marquis
Okuma President nf the nuiversity
and formerly. Prime Minister was
a strong leader.

The previous cabinet headed by
Viscount Kiyoura walked out after
seeing the result of the general elec-
tion and arranging the national feli-
citations for the wedding i the
Prince Regent and Princess Naga-
ko Kuni, for which, it was dec’'ar-
ed, the cabinet appeared. The for-
mation of the Kato cabinet was so
quick that the Premier stated that
it was done in twenty minutes.

The Kato cabinet set up as its
platform three items, the enforce-
ment of universal manhood suffrage,
the retrenchment of finance and
stricter discipline in officialdom. Re-
garding the universal suffrage ques-
tion, the entire press of the em-
pire, without exception, insists upon
its realization. In 1922, when Ad-
miral Kato's cabinet was in power,
the newspapers of Tokye and O-
saka declarcd their resolution for
the universal suffrage to be realized
soon. However, this was regarded
as too precocious in Japan, but the
Government established a .ommis-
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sion for an Investigation of the

question.

The Kenselkal is under an obli-
gation to carry this out, because
it has professed its views on the
matter so frequently. The an-
nouncement of its policy in regard
to the franchise reform was one of
the rcasons of the univers~! support
of the p.~ss on its appearance.

L 3

Viscount Komei Kato, the new
Premier, is a Aiplomat-statesman
who has had a briliant career since
18£8, when he was appointed secre-
tary to the late Marquis Shigenobu
Okuma, then Foreign Minister in
the Kuroda Cabinet. The year of
‘ 1888 was memorable as in that year
William II, the ex-Kaiser, assumed
the throne in Germanyy In 1918
the Kaiser, who for thirty years had
been the most powerful monarch in
the world, fled for refuge to Hol-
land, in an automobile, and subse-
quently was dethroned. Viscount
Kato saw the rise and fall of Ger-
many as’ a diplomat and is appoint-
ed Premier just when a man of
stroug character is needed by the
entire nation. It was due to his
farsighted views that Japan sided
with the Allies against Germany in
the world war. The attitude taken
by him in this matter as Foreign
Minister in the Okuma Cabinet was
severcly criticised in the 84th scs-
sion of the Imperinl Diet which was
cinvened after the close of the Ja-
anese operations against Germany.
However, the fact proved later
shows that he was not a whit wrong
in the policy he pursued. It is
small wonder that he knew the real
strength of Great Britain, as he
stayed long in Londonr as Minister
and Ambassador to the Court of
St. James. He, thercfore, is re-
garded as a statesman who has a
never  ciianging fecling of frieng-

ship towards the British people. It
was he that paved the way for the
conclusion of the Anglo-Japanese
Alliance in 1902. The Viscount
was appointed Minister to Greal
Britain in 1894 and remained in the
post until 1900 when he returned
home, being replaced by the late
Count Tadasu Hayashi. ’'Che same
year he became Foreign Minister,
when the Tto Cabinet was organiz-
cd in October. The cabinet was
shortlived and resigned in May,
1901. The Anglo-Japanese Alliance
was concluded by the Katsura Cabi-
net, (which succeeded the Ito Min-
istry) and, through the efiorts of
the Premier, the late Marquis
Jutaro Komura, Foreign Minister,
and toe late Count Hayashi,Japan-
ese Ambassador to Great Britain.
However, it would not have been
cffected but for the efforts of Vis-
count Kato as Ambassador to Great
Britzin and later as Foreign Min-
ister. The appointment of the Vis-
count as Premier *emphatically
proves that, although the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance was ended in
1922, in spite of the desire of the
Japanese Government as well as of
Mr. Lloyd George to prolong it, but
simply because of the meddling of
the United States, which threaten-
ed Anglo-American friendship, the
key-note of Japan’s diplomacy has
not changed and still exists in the
maintenance of the friendship be-
tween the island empires of the
East and West. 2

The life of the new, Premier
could make a chapter in sucpess
books. He was an ordinary clerk
when he entered the Mitsubishi after
graduating from the Tokyo Im-
perial University in 1881.  While
counting flgures at his desk in the
Mitaubishi branch in Hokkaido, his
steady work attracted the eye of the
late Barep Yatarc Iwasaki, .Thus
he was adopted by the 'atter and
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married the eldest daughter of the
richest man in Japan.

When one speaks of Viscount
Kato, he is sure to remember the 80-
dalled 21 demands presented to
China by Kato, then Forcign Min-
ister in the Okuma Cabinet. How-
ever, the Sino-Japanese treaty con-
cluded as the result does not con-
tain the points on which Chkina did
not agree. ‘The treaty deals with
all the questions regarding Shang-
tung and Manchuria. Afterwards
voung Chinese arose against the
treaty and maintained an antagonis-
tic attitude towards Japan until

now. Certain  nations  helped
these Chinese in their move-
ment. The American publicists

branded Japan as militaristic and
imperialistic in connection with the
question. However, most o»f them
were possibly ignorant of the con-
tents of the treaty. They know
only that the treaty was concluded
through Japan's threat or ultima-
tum, But they scarcely know that
the treaty provides for the exten-
sion of the term of the lease of
Pert Arthur and Dairen snd the
terms of the South Manchuria Rail-
way and the Antung-Mukden Rail-
way. How important Manchuria is
to Japan Is explained by a staff
correspondent of Le Matin to the
Washington Conference, who said
that the loss of Manchuria is hara-
kiri to Japan. If the treaty had
not been concluded, Japan would
have lost her control over Man-
churia.

Minister Kato urged Premier O-
kuma to resign when the scandal
case happened. The case was con-
nected with the bribery of members
of the Housc of Representatives by
8 certain Minister of State. Ka-
netake Qura, Minister of Home
Affoirs, who was involved ia the
case, resipned nnd Xatp insisted
upon the resignation of the entire

JOURNALISM

cabinet. However, Okuma did not
listen to him. Thereupon Knato
resigned himself. The Qkuma Cabl-
net was then reorganired and Vis-
count Kikujiro Ishii becamme For-
eign Minister.

‘The rcsignation of Kato is inter-
preted by political writers in,
various ways. One says he saw
that therc-were many difficulties to
be encountered by the Oku-aa Cabi-
net, especially due to thke: opposi-
tion by the pcople to the Govern-
ment's Chincse policy and due to
the programme of the Naval in-
crease. Others suspect that he was
ambitious to keep the way open for
his appointment as successor to the
Okuma cabinet as Premier by leav~
ing the cabinet before it collapsed. *
Kato was President of the Doshikai,
which later changed to the name of
the Kenseikai, succeeding the late
Prince Taro Katsura, and the Do-
shikal was the largest party in the
Lower House, However, Kato is
said to be too honest a man to plan
such a design. :

At any rate, when Okumd decid-
ed to resign in July 1916 he recomn-
mended Kato, President of . the
Doshikai, to the Emperor saying
that Kato was a talented statesinan
and was able to hold the premier-
ship. This, however, was opposed
by the genro, especinlly the late
Prince Yamagata. Yamagata held
the view that at the time of the
great war, the President of a politi-
cal party should not be Premier,
because fair administration could
not be expected {from any
party Government. The genro
then recommended General Tera-
uchi, Governor-General of Cho-
sen, to be Premier and the
Terauchi Cabinet appeared in Octo-
ber of the same year. In reality,
Yamagata did not like Kato, as the
latter was straight in asserting his
views, The fofmation of the Te-
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rauchi Cabinct was the centre of a
general attack and many criticisms
were passed upon Premier Terauchi
in the Diet. Terauchi had no party
support and his cabinet was con-
sidered as a non-Constitutional gov-
zrnment.

The Terauchi Cabinet sang a
swan song in 1917 holdng itself
responsib.z for the rice riots which
broke out in different localities on
account of the abnormal rise in the
price of rice. The Hara Cabinet
came in and when the opposition
presented a universal manhood
suffrage bill Premier Hara dissolv-
ed the Diet, declaring that the Gov-
cernment would ask the people’s
views on the question. The result
of general election was the over-
whelming victory of tlk Seiyukai.

The Seivukai had a dominant
power in the political world for a
long time but it sank after a split
in tl.e party, to fall to the second
party in the elcctions in May last.
The Kenscikai, after the elapse of
about tén yecars, came again to be

the first party and its President has’

becn appointed Premier.

The Sciyukai is a landowners’
party in its final analysis, therefore

it Is small wonder that the party
has often been involved in scandal
cases. ‘The right of exploitation,
the right of coal mines or the rigl}t
for the construction of local rail-
way lines have always been what
the members of the Seiyukal were
strivind to get from the Govern-
ment of their party. The people
were long sick of the party, al-
though it had a strong power in
the provinces. The result of the
recent elections shows that the Sei-
yukai still enjoys popularity in the
farming districts, while it failed to
get the support of the urban citi-
zens. The Kenseikai secured a
sweeping success in Tokyo in the
elections.

As the result of a splib in the
Seiyukai, an eatente cordiule was
effected in the relationship between
the Seiyukai and the Kenseikai
Party and a kind of a coalition
cabinet of the Kenseikai, the Sei-
yukai and the Kakuskin Club has
been organized.

It is interesting to note that the
late Mr. Hara, the Premisr from
1918 to 1821, was President of the
Osaka Mainichi between 1897 and
1900 and Premier Kato was Presi-
dent of the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi be-
tween 1904 and 1908,
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