CHAPTER XVIII

INDUSTRY AND POLITICS DURING AND
AFTER THE WAR

During tl.e European War, Japan
effected “expansion in every field.
Newspapers also expanded. Their
circulations doubled” and (irebled.
The position of newspapermen was
elevated. Income from advertise-
ments enormously increased.

In 1877 there were 225 papers with
a total yearly circulation of 87,683,
830. Ten years later, namely in
1887, there were 470 papers with a
total circulation of ~ 95932270 a
year. In 1897, 746 papers and a
yearly circulation of 431,810,000 are
recorded. There were in 1915, the
year afier the great war broke out,
88 papers with a total circulation of
4,300,000 a day. Of these figures,
15 were Tokyo, 6 Osaka and 67 pro-
vincial papers. The daily circulation
of Tokyo papers was 1,588,278, and
that of Osaka papers was 765,554,
This shows a large increasc over

the daily circulation in 1896 of To- p

kyo papers at 70,000, that in 1905
at 850,000, and that in November
of 1912 at 510,000. The circula-
tion of papers jumped to higher
figures up to the Spring of 1918.
The following is a table of the cir-
culations of leading papers in
March, 1918.

Osaka Mainfchl ....ccvenens 500,000
Osaka Asahi ..... 500,000
Tokyo Nichi-Nichi 336,000

e 230,000
Er' umin .. 200,000
Tokyo Atahi . 190,000
T kyo Malyu .... .+ 125,00
Yorozu Chobo s.vccevsneenes 120,000
Yamato ..cuvvaee .« 120,000
Jiji Shimpo . 100,000
Miyako cieuns 60,000
Chu-wo  ,.... EE,000

Yomiurl ..cvaeass .. 45,000
Chugal Shogyo sieesvevesssse 35,000
Tokyo Malnlchl sevveecnsass . 20,000
NirokZ ..cccveesescrsocnases 20,000

Japan’s expansion during the
great war was remarkable. She
accumulated wealth. The effort to-
ward economic progress took its
place at the head of all aspirations
of the Japanese nation. All the
people concentrated their efforts
on an cconomicascendency. As a
result, Japan’s wealth increased so
much that it was said that the mone-
tary power was passing from
Buropeans to the hpc:oKIes of Amer-
ica and Japsan. 1. A. Demangeon,
Professor of Geography at the
Sorbonne, says in his work, “Le
Declin-De L'Europe”™:

“Depopulated and impoverished,
will . Europe be likely to hold the
economic ties that have been the
foundation of her weslth? Will she
continue to be the great bank
furnishing the capital,” now the
owers Japan and, above 1ll, the
United States, have become her
rivals. Will the equipment ‘hat
transports from sea to sea the men
and the products of the earth re-
main in her hands? Other mer-
chant marines are being built to
dispute the profitable monopaly.
Will she be always the great factory
selling to young peoples the manu-
factured articles? In the United
States and Japan great industries
are organizing and developing in
menacing opposition.  Will she
always be the great economic force?
No longer is she alone in exploring,
colonizing and financing.”

Professor Demangeon points out
the vitality and power of “certain
nations  outside  Europe, some,
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like the United States, nourished by
the blood of Europe, others, like
Japan, modelled on Europe's
advice.”

He says in the same book, “In the
Far East, Japan was soaring in full
economic flight when the war broke
out. Beginning with 17,000 tons
in 1868, her steam merchant fleet
amounted to 1,514,000 taps in 1913,
giving her the sixth place among
the natlons. It controlled nearly
half her foreign -trade. With the
war a new field opened; the ships
of Europe had to be replaced. Soon
Japanese industry reaped huge
profits."

To comprehend the extent of this
evolution it is necessary to study a
brief analysis of Japan’s foreign
trade for the years 1904, 1914, and
1917,

3
Japanese Exports

.-Value, in millions of yen, of goods
exported by Japan to various coun-
tries:

‘1904 @ 191
Cees 184 &2 277 4T 704
72.8 28 LT 15 3351
America ,, 104 33 202 34 503
Otuera ... 7 2 18 4 B4

Japanese Imports
Value, in millions of yen, of goods
imported into Japan from various
countries:

o 1917
Asla
Europe ...

4
21
82
13

1904 ?{; 1914 9% 11T 9%
Asla cov0. 132 9 804 52 476 47
Europe ... 120 32 158 27 &2 8
America .. 53.9 16 100 17 876.T 328
Others ... 1 2 22 4 63 7

" The above fizures show how great
Japan's economic development was
during the war. Noticing the steady
pre-war growth, amounting to an
increase of ten times in the twenty-
three years 1890-1913 and remem-
bering Japan's nearness to the huge
markets of the Asiatic mainland,
the vice-president of the Federal
Export' Corporation of New York

2

may well say: “Japan, commer-
cially, hasn’t e¢ven started yet”
Jepan sells her products to the
Aslatic countries in the monsoon
zone which stretches from Siber'a
to India, while she buys rice from
China and Indo-China, and India.
Demangeon says there is a rice
civilizhtion and a rice sympathy.
It is a law of nature that i3 urging
Japan to the domination of the
yellow races. I'rom 1914 to 1917
Japanese exports to India multiplied
four times; to the Dutch ast
Indies seven times; to the Philip-
pines three times; and to Australia
almost three times.

Howcver, Japan's expansion dur-
ing and after the war caused sus-
picion on the part of other’nations,
especially the Americans. The
bogey of an Amcrican-Japancse war
obsessed the minds of many Ameri-
cans before the Washington Confer-
ence was opened in 1921, Regard-
ing this question, Okvma, then Pre-
mier in 1916, said “The population
of Japan, it is quite true, Is in-
creasing at a high rate, but this
is only u welcome sign that there
is a bright future for the Japanese
race. For the moment a nation
ceases to increase in population, it
falls back from the first rank of
progressive peoples.  Why, then,
should our American friends worry
over the future of our expanding
race? Why indeed? They evident-
Iy believe that territorial aggrand-
izement is necessary to~ eicient
colonization, But I am ayself ful-
ly convinced that the end is 14pid-
ly drawing near of that diplomacy
which regards territorial inroads as
the necessary prelude to efficient
colonization. If I am mistaken in
this conviction of mine, permenent
peaze among nations will never
come.”

Amerita, like other 3 countrlai,

5T



THE DEVELOPMENT OF
(\

came to fear Japan's expansion and
development. She tried everything
possible to check the development
of the Japanese race. She propes-
ed the internationalization of the
Suvuth Manchuria Rallway. She en-
acted various anti-Japanese legisla-
tures in California. America came
forward with o huge Nava! pro-
gramme.

In a series of articles entitled
“The Tendency of the American
Navy,” which appeared in the
columns of the Kokumin, a mili-
tarist paper, in Junc 1916, a Naval
writer concluded by saying, “the
statcment often made by responsible
men on both sides of the Pacific
that America has no intention of
entering into armed conflict with
Japan, snould not be taken to im-
ply that the United Statcs Navy
will never be in a position to chal-
lenge our Navy to a trial of
strength,”

In the year 1916 the Kenseikai,
the party which secured an over-
whelming victory in the election
carricd out on May 10 this year,
was organized by the amalgamation
of the Doshikal with two other
parties which supported the Okuma
Ministry. It was the occasion of
an Interesting editorial in the To-
kyo Asahi describing the kaleido-
scopic changes in Japanese political
circles during the past five years.
“Baron Goto [now Viscount], knd
Mr. Kiyoshi Nakashoji, who assist-
. ed Princ. Katsura In organizing the
Doshikai, have long since rcturned
to Che ‘transcendental’ or non-
party group, and have now join-
ed the ‘transcendental’ cabinet, in
power at the expense of the Do-
shikal,” says the Asahl. “Mr. O-
fshi, one of the five Kokuminto
leaders who rallied to the baaner
of Prince Katsora, at present hp-
pears to he more sympathetic to
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the Seiyukal than to the Doshikal,
while Mr. Ozaki, who five years ago
denounced Prince Katsura and his
party In the most critical terms, is
to-day onc of the pillars of the
Kenseikai party. Marquis Okuma,
at one time so closcly identified
with the Kokuminto, fs now the
virtual leader of the men who but
a short time ago deserted that party
to shake nands with the Choshn
clansmen under the banner of the
Doshikai. Many cof the politicians,
especially the former followers of
Viscount Oura, who have now uxnit-
ed themselves under the name of
the Kenseikal, were ‘transcendental-
ists’, but the wheel of Time has
wrought wonders, and to-day they
arc in sympathy with the Consti-
tution defence movement by Mr.
Inukai, who was looked up to be-
fore as onc of the guardian gods
of constitutionalism. And finally
there is the Seiyukai, which with
Mr. Inukal and his followers, trok
the leading part in the attack on
the clan ministry five years ago,
but which one now suspects of car-
rying favour with the clansmen In
the hope of finding its way bacx to
power under their protection. All
these changes have taken place in
the short space of five years since
the formation of the Doshikai”.

How changeable is the political
situation in Japan can further be
realized when one knows a little of
the current outlook. Oishi is now
retired, although he. has domi-
nant power in the political fleld.
Ozaki {3 now a member of the Ka-
kushin Club, which was organized
by Ki Inukai in 1922 after dissolv-
ing the Kokuminto party. The Sei-
yukal, which seemed to control the
political situntion permanently, was
split after Takashi Hara was as-
sassinated by a political fanatic just
on the eve of the Washlngtsn Con-
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ference., The party was divided
into two in 1924. One retains the
name of the Seiyukai and the other
calls itself the Seiyu Honto, The
former has Korekiyo Takahashi as
President and consists of the “old
guard” of the parly, while the Sei-
yu Honto has as leaders Takejiro
Tokonami, Tokugoro akahashi,
Tatsuo Yamamoto and Hajime Mo-
toda. The most striking feature of
the 1924 clection: was that Kore-
kiyo Takahashi was returned in Mo-
rioka with a vety close margin and
that Tokugoro Nakahashi was de-
feated in Osaka.

. The failure of Nakahashi, one of
the leaders of the Seiyu Honto, in
the election, proves the ever grow-
ing influence of the press. The
Osaka Mainichi, the largest jour-
nal in Japan, on Maj 10, the day
of thec election, addressed its read-
ers as follows:

The day has arrived whea the

&

AFTERE THE WAR

Japanese people must come to their
senses and beware of being caught
in the traps laid by so-called poli-
ticians, the majority of whom pos;
sess no interest in the nation but
are merely blood-suckers of the
pcgflc.

“I'h®d is especially the case of the
supporters of the Kiyoura Cabinet
consisting exclusively of members
of the so-called ‘privileged class’,
such as the Seiyu Honto Party and
disguised supporters of the present
Government  styling  themselves
‘Independents’ but the majority of
whom are in reality intent on aid-
ing the present Government.

“If the Japanese people really
have the interest of the nation at
heart this is the day whkzn they
should all unite in upholding the
formation of a constitutional form
of government by flatly refusing to
cast their lots with such political
foes of the nation as either the
Seiyu Honto or Neutyals”,



