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THE RUSS50-JAPANESE WAR AND AFTER

The Russian design in Manchuria
was becoming manifest in 1903 and
Japanese papers came out every
morning with telegrams from Pek-
ing rejorting the imminhce of a
war with Russin, H. G. Wells says
in his “The Outline of History”
that “Russia was pushing down
through Manchuria to  Korea,
France was already established far
to the south in Tonkin and Annam,
Germany was prowling hungrily on
the lookout for some settlement.
The three Powers combined to pre-
vent Japan reaping any fruits from
the Chinese War, and particularly
from establishing hevself on the
mainland at the points commanding
the Japan Sen In 1898 Ger-
many  descended upon China, and,
maving the murder of two mis-
slonaries her excuse, annexed a
portion of the province of Shan-
tung. "™hereupon Russia seized the
Liaoting peninsula, and extorted
the cunsent of China to an exten-
sion of her trans-Siberian railway
to Port Arthur; and in 1900 she
occupled Manchuria. Britain was
unable to resist the imitative im-
pulse, and seired the port of
Wecihaiwei (1898). How alarming
these movements must have been
to every intelligent Japanese a
glance at the map will show™.

‘Whatever suspicion is now cast
upon the development of the Ja-
panese Empire by Americans and
other nations who had their terri-
tory far expanded in bygone days,
the true situation which prevailed
in the Far East on the eve of the
Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5 was
as described by H, G. Wells and the
real cause of the war with Russia
was omy for the purposc of d}:—

........

fence which is clear from the above-
quoted lines from Wells' work.
Prior to the outbreak of the
war, papers began their attack on
the arrogrant attitude of Russia.
In 1902 Russia promised to with-
draw her troops from Manchuria
but shec did not carry it out even
though one year had passed. The
cry for war was first raised by Pek-
ing correspondents of the Asahi
and the Osaka Mainichi. These
papers in their editorials predicted
the imminence of war with Russia.
The majority of papers expressed
the same view. The only ’exce
tions were the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi,.
the Yorozu Choho and the Niroku.

These three papers opposed the war
until the last moment,
There occurred an ‘ncident In

which seven professors in the To-
kyc Imperial University tendered
their resignations to the President
of the school after publishing
chauvinistic opinions. Their opin-
fons obtained popular support while
the situation was growing tense.
The Russian preparations were be-
coming extreme. The Tokvo Nichi-
Nichi editorially criticised the step
taken by these seven professors as
rash. The Yorozu was anti-war.
It printed editorials, rather senti-
mental in tone, written by ch
Christian and Socialist ikaders as
Kanzo Uchimura, Toshihike Sakai,
now famous as a Socialist leader,
and Shusui Kotoku, who was about
several years later executed for
his dastardly attempt on the lifc of
theslpte Empcror Meiji. The Niro-
ku was a ‘“‘yellow” paper owned by
Teisuke ,Akiyama and opposed »
war with Russia. Its :ditorials
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~vehemently attacked the Govern-
ment. Akiyama was a member of
the House of Representatives. He
fought in the House against an
overwhelming majority. At last a
‘motion was introduced in the Lower
House to regard Akiyams as n
Russian #py, which was clear, the
sponsor said, from the leadiug arti-

es in his paper, Niroku.
special commiltee was organized
in the House to investgate the mat-
ter but no evidence was obtained to
brand him as such. However, al-
though the commiltee failed to ob-
taln sufficient evidence it rcported
to the House that Akivama acted
against the interests of Japan and
in favour of Rusgia, The House
accepted the report and urged Aki-
yama f> resign. Akiyama had to
obey the rule and resigned from the
Lower House. Later the publica-
. tion of the Nircku was suppressed
by the Government. Then Akiya-
ma issued another paper under the
title of the Tokyo Niroku Shimpo.

Secing the national sentiment too
strong against Russia to be con-
trolled, and obliged for other
reasons to do, the Yorozu carried
out a shakeup and  dismissed
Shusul Ketoku, Toshihike Sakai and
other writers who had opposed a
war. ‘This tells the character of the
late Shuroku Kuroiwa who put his
paper's interests ahead of anything
clse.

‘\

Meantime  the - Russo-Japanese
War * ke out in February, 1904.
Al the rewspapers in Japan took
thelchance to test their power and
ability and sent a number of cor-
respondents to the front. The Asa-
hi and the Osaka Mainichi were the
two biggest papers at that time and
despatched many more war .ear-
respondents to  Manchuria /than
other papers. Among. those sent by
these papers as war correspundents
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were many who became famous
Journglists ~ afterwards. They were
Sosen Torii, who later became the
cditor-in-chief of the Osaka Asahi
and after quitting the Asahi issued
a new paper called the Taisho Ni-
chi-Nichi; Fusen Okumura, now
general news manager of the Osa-
ka Malinichi; Kageaki Oba, who re-
cently di~d in Siberia on ris way
home from Moscow; Norinobu Ma-
tsu-uchi, now the general news
manager of the Tokyo Nichi-Nichis
Genzayemon Haruak), now manag-
ing editor of the 1'okyo Nichi-Nichl.
As the war was the biggest Janan
had ever been engaged in, the whole
of the nation was at the highest
pitch of excitement. Such being the
case, competition among papers was
the strongest imaginable. The Osa-
ka Mainichi attached one of ijts
members as a coolie to the Eleventh
Division of the Imperial Army
and “scooped” the news of the battle
in Nanshan. The paper was slso
careful to instruct some of his war
correspondents to scnd their tele-
grams through Chinese trlegraph
offices. The Asahi, which until that
time was superior to the T aka
Mainichi in funds, chartered a fast
ship for the transport of mail rcports.
The Asahi, the Osaka Mainichi and
the Jiji Issued extras as soon
as big war ncws was received,
This was done irrespective of expen-
se, from their ambition to increase
their circulation and also from their
consciousness of the mission of pa-
l)crs. Really all the nation was
iterally on tipte to receive any
news from the front, victory or de-
feat. During the war, the Asahi and
the Mainichi issued about five hund-
red extras.

The Osaka Mainichi had sufficienly
been prepared before the war broke
out. For that reason, the paper
secured o great success durlng the
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war. The news gathering system
had been completed by Takashi
Hara when he was president of the
Osaka Malnichi in 1898, succeeding
Ki-ichiro Takagi who had resign-
ed. Hara was Invited by the Osa-
ka Mainichi Company to be Pre-
sident. The paper needed an able
man 'ike him to manag- the whole
thing. Iara had been Minister to
Korea and also Vice-Minister of For-
eign Affairs. As the president of the
Ozaka Mainichi, Hara worked hard to
improve the news gathering system
which i3 the most important part
of paper’s organs. Three years
after, Hara resigned and entered
the political world, Afterwards he
became president of the Seiyukai
Party. He was succeeded by Ycitaro
Komatsubara and theipaper had on
its editorial staff such able jour-
nolists as Rita Takagi, now manag-
ing director of the Osaka Mguini-
ct*, Yuho Kikuchi, a famous novel-
ist, and the late Minojiro Watana-
be, former editor-in-chief of the
paper.” Taking advantage of such
a fine news gathering net, the
Osusa Mainichi succeeded entire-
ly in the war; especially in the later
stages, until the Portsmouth peace
conference. An American cor-
respondent who was engaged by
the Osaka Maeinichi when Hara was
president was a friend of Colonel
Roosevelt’s. He was sent to Rus-
sia as a special correspondent when
the war broke out. His reports
from the Russian capital of the real
condition of Russia were splendid.
They Increased the credit of the
Mainichi, Ile gave the editors of
the Mainichi tips of the peace con-
ference which was being held in
Portsmouth. To compete with the
Mainichi, the Asahi, the former’s
rival, engaged Mr. Dillon, a cor-
respondent of the Daily Telegraph,
as its scorrespondent and got hﬁm

51

to report to the paper from Amer-
ica.

Another paper which was suec-
cessful in reporting the news of
the peace conference was the Ko-
kumin, which was a Government
organ at that time and cvery facili-
ty pcssible was provided to the
paper by the Government. The
Kokumin lost its fame of bein% a
people’s paper, but still was a fine
househeld paper.

On the conclusion of the Ports-
mouth Treaty with terms unsatis
factory to Japan the Government
was unanimously attacked by
papers, suck as the Asahi, the Ni-
chi-Nichi, the Osaka Mainichl, the
Jiji, the Hochi, the Yorozu ,and the
Nihon. ‘The only paper which sup-
ported the Government was the
Kokumin. The Kokumin office was
stormed by a mass of people as-
sembled in Hibiya Park on Septem-
ber 5, 18905, Enraged at the vigor-
ous methods of the police, the crowd
becaine violent and burned many
police stations and public buildings.
The scene presented in the city was
really dreadful and martial law was
proclaimed.

The Katsura Cabinet then en-
forced a rigid censorship on all
newspapers ond periodicals, pro-
hibiting them from publishing any
articles which threatened the main-
tenance of order. These rules
obtained three months. However,
the press continued attacting the
cabinet and made impossibi. *he
further existence of the ministry.
The. cabinet resigned on January 7»
1906, and the first Saionji Cabinet
was organized.

The nation tested in the Russo-
Japanese war became convinced of
its ystrength and ability and never
ceasid expanding. Ten years later
there ocourred the world war and
Japan became & party to it. The
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world war provided a chance to the
Japanese press for full-fledged 'ex-
pansion. When the press came
tarough the stage of the world war,
it was not what it had been and
its representative ones came to be
ranked with the first rate( news-
papers in Furope and America, such
as the Times of I.ondon, the New
York Times, or Le Matin.

The expanrion of tl:j Osaka
Mainichi after the close’ of the
Russo-Japanese war was rapid and
extraordinary., It bought up a
Tokyo paper named the Dempo
Shimbun or ‘l'elegraph in December,
1906, and changed its name to the
Mainichi Dempo or Daily Telegraph.
The Os~ka Mainichi went further
and purchased the Tokyo Nichi-
Nichi in 1910 from the Iwasakis in
whose control the paper had been
since November 1904 when Taka-

aki Kato, now Viscount anad.
President of the Kenseikal Party,’
owned the paper, the fund for the .
purchase having been advanced b
Kyuya Iwasaki, the multi-mil-
lionaire, who was the father-in-law
of Kato. Kato put the paper in the
hands of Kyuya Iwasaki, when:he
became Japanrse Ambassador to the
Court of Sc. Jrmes in 1908, - '

After purchasing the Dempo
Shimbun and the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi,
the Osaka Mainichi effected a fusion
of these two papert and issued oue
paper in February 1811 under the
name of the I'ckyo Nichi-Nichi'ouc
of its respect to the history of:the
paper. It is owing to the fine
management of the Osaka Malnichi
that the Tokyo Nichi-Nichi.. has
since become one of the best papers
in Tokyo wil"s the Iargest circula-
tion among all the papers in the
capital.



