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CHAPTER XXXV GALBA, OTHO, VITELLIUS, AND THE
THREE FLAVIANS (68-96 A.p.)

GALBA (SERVIUS SuLpicius GALBA), 68-6G9 A.D.

THE fall of Nero and the accession of Galba form an important epoch in
the history of the Roman Empire; for to the misfortune of a form of gov-
ernment, on which everything depended on the ruler, his court, and the
bodyguard and guard of the emperor, a fresh evil was now added, namely
that the army became accustomed to mutiny, and obtained a decisive influ-
ence on the choice of the emperor. Certainly Galba did not accept the title
of emperor, until it was legally assigned to him by a deputat?on of the sen-
ate; but the example of mutiny had been given, the army had in reality,
and the senate, only in form, decided as to who should occupy the throne,
and the fate of the empire was from henceforth made more and more depend-
ent on the troops and their leaders.

At first however it appeared fortunate, that after the weak-minded liber-
tines, who for some time had been at the head of the states, the government
should fall into the hands of a veteran warrior who possessed the love and
confidence of his soldiers, and hated every kind of indulgence and ex-
cess; but any advantages which might have arisen from this were out-
weighed by the great age of the emperor and the weakness consequent on
it. Galba’s weakness was first perceived when he, who at the time of
Nero’s death was still in Gaul, had returned to Rome; he was awaited with
real eagerness.

Before the arrival of Galba, Nymphidius, who had accelerated the fall of
Nero, acted as absolute. ruler. He prevented Tigellinus from participating
in the command of the pratorians, tried in every way to gain over the peo-
ple, saw the entire senate in his antechamber, and mixed himself up with all
the dealings of the latter with Galba. \It then occurred to him that he
might trace his descent from Cwmsar and thereby establish s claim t® the
throne. But to his terror, he heard, from a messenger whom he ]:gdfsent
to Galba, that Titus Vinius, one of Galba’s legates, held absolute swig over
the emperor, that he had named Cornelius Laco prefect of the prwetoiigns,
instead of him, and that his rule would therefore be at an end as soon as
Galba entered Rome. He therefore resolved to venture to extremes and to
make the praetorians proclaim him emperor; they were turned against him
by one of his officers, and killed him as soon as he appeared in their camp.

As soon as Galba arrived ¥n Rome, he had all the friehds of Nymphidius
put to death. These and a few other executions, added to Galbas depend-
ence on Vinius, prepossessed no one in favour of the new ruker. It was
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still more unfortunate that he had to refuse the guard sums of money prom-
ised in his name by Nymphidius, and that on his entry into Rome he saw
himself oblized to have another, troop of soldiers cut down, who had gone
against him and made violent demands. Galba was determined to adopt a
new course of government; but in this he overlooked the fact, that an
utferly corrupt people cannot be transformed at once, or lost morality
recalled by commands. With exaggerated severity and with a parsimony
which would have been despicable even in a private individual, he attempted
to reduce a town accustomed to imperial prodigality to its former simplicity,
iscipline, and order, and thereby not only embittered the feelings of all, but
also made himself ridiculous. '

He was indolent and enfeebled by age [he was over seventy-two years
old] and depended on three favourites, who committed all sorts of severities
in his name and tried to make money by selling privileges and favours.
These favourites were Vinius, Laco, and Galba’s freedman, Icelus. - For this
reason, from the beginning, everything pointed to a short duration of his
rulership, and dissatisfaction not only seized hold of the great mass in
Rome, who, as everywhere, loved pleasure and amusement more than virtue
or their country, but also of the different armies of the kingdom. A few
months after his accession the legions rose in upper Germany, and demanded
from the senate the appointment of a younger and more vigorous emperor.
Galba trigd to stay the storm by immediately naming a young man of good
family and irreproachable character, Piso Licinianus, ashis co-regent and suc-
cessor. Unfortunately, when presenting Piso to the troops, he omitted, out
of econdmy, to give presents to the soldiers, as had been the custom on such
occasions since the accession of Claudius; and in his speech to the assembled
army he publicly avowed that the troops in Germany had refused hint obedi-
ence. This made the soldiers dissatisfied, and he thereby robbed himself of
the advantages that P’iso’s nomination might otherwise have brought him.

Orao (M. SaLvius OTHO), 69 A.D.

Otho, who had gone to Rome with Galba, seized the opportunity of Gal-
ba’s mistake to place himself on the throne. He had long solicited the
favour of the soldiers and people, had given away entire estates to individ-
uals, had, when Galba dined with him, given money to the emperor’s escort,
and Galba had overlooked all this, because one of his favourites, Vinius,
whose daughter Otho wished to marry, had come to.a secret-understanding
with the latter. Otho instituted a formal conspiracy, corrupted the soldiers
by gifts and promises, and had himself proclaimed emperor in a camp of the
pretorians, a few days afier Piso’s appointment. He left the camp at
the head of the; soldiers who had chosen him, entered the town, killed
Galbsxand his co-regent, and was acknowledged emperor by the people and
senate«" This took place on the 15th of January of the year 69, when Galba
had,enly reigned seven months and a few days.

The new emperor only maintained his rule for three months. All the
provinces and armies swore allegiance to him after Galba’s death, only the
legions of the Rhine and Upper Germany denied him obedience. They had
already rebelled against Galba, and proclaimed the leader of the troops on
the lower Rhine, Aulus Vitellius, emperor, ps they had not been-recom-
pensed by Galba for the support they had given him against Nero. This
rival, although other legions declared for him, would not in himself have .
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been dangerous to Otho, as he had become so enervated by self-indulgence
that he was wanting in activity and energy as well as in decision ; but in
Fabius Valens and Aulus Ceecina, he possessed two able generals, who placed
themselves at the head of the legions in his stead. '

With the rebellious troops they crossed the Alps into upper Italy and fell
upon Otho, who had bhastily collected as many soldiers as possible and led
them against the enemy. At first the generals of Vitellius were the losers
in a few small engagements, as mutual jealousy induced them to act sepa-
rately, but as soon as they concentrated themselves they were far superior to
their adversaries. Otho ought, therefore, to have done everything to delag
the crisis until the reinforcements which he was expecting from the provinces
of the Danube had arrived. He nevertheless did the reverse, and through-
out the entire war showed himself a worthy comrade of Nero.

He bad been the husband of the notorious Poppwea Sabina ; had formerly
participated with his imperial friend in all kinds of pleasures, and had in-
dulged in so much dissipation that he had not only fallen deeply into debt,
but had also become enervated and incapable of any exertion. This had
already become apparent in the rebellion against Galba; for he had lost all
courage at the moment of action, and would have given the whole thing
up had not his fellow-conspirators compelled him to persist in his designs.
Besides he was no general. His troops, which for the greater part consisted
of pratorians and soldiers of Nero, clung to him with devotion, and were
eager to fight, but they did not trust their officers snd would no longer
take orders from them. This determined him to bring the fight to a speedy
end, as he felt that at any moment he might be deserted by hig owf pegple.
In spite of this, as he had not been present in the earlier smaller fights, so
now be took no personal share in the great battle which was to decide his
own fate.

In the vicinity of Cremona, Cecina and Valens fell on Otho’s army. It
was beaten, suffered considerable loss, and then the greater part went over to
the enemy. Otho’s cause was, nevertheless, by no means lost ; for the pre-
torians adhered steadfastly to him, the legions of the provinces of the
Danube were already on the march, and the entire East as well as Africa
was open to him. Only he was too indolent and effeminate to be able to
face continuous exertions and hardships, and from the example of his beaten
army he saw how ephemeral the devotion of his soldiers had been. So he
lost courage, and decided, in spite of the remonstrances and requests of his
friends, to put an end to his life. He stabbed himself to the heart with
a firmness rarely found in a voluptuary, and by this action won for himself
the reputation with posterity of having purchased the peace of his country
with his own life.

Historians have therefore praised him aboveshis deserts, and placed words
in his mouth which stand in opposition to his life and principles. 3: in-
stance, he is reported to have said to his friends and relatives who wighted to
restrain him from suicide : “ Others have gained fame by govesnikg well ;
my fame, on the contrary, is to consist in my giving up the governntent of
the empire, rather than ruin it by my ambition.” Those who recal? the
fact that Otho throughout his life lived and acted according to the maxims
of a Nero, will know how to divest this story of all thgt gives his death the
appearance of a grand and noble act; for although it cannot be denied that
Otho' thereby put an end to the civil war, and died in peace and quietness,
nevertheless he was not guided by courage or love of country, but by indo-
lence and despair.
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How little the sacrifice of his life cost a Roman at this period, and why
Otho’s death must be regarded in quite another light from that in which a
similar deedowould be looked upon nowadays, is apparent from the fact that
some of his soldief's killed themselves at his funeral pile, not from fear of
the future, but that they might follow the glorious example of their leader.

ViteLLivs (AuvLus VITELLIUS), 69 A.D.

a After Otho’s death, the Roman senate not only recognised Vitellius as
emperor, but determined publicly to thank the Germanic army for having
appointed him. Whilst his generals were fighting for his dominion, Vitel-
lius remained in Gaul, and after the victory made no haste to take possession
of the empire; he first enjoyed a period of repose at Lyons, and then stopped
' at Cremona and Bologna to hold
revels and to see the gladiato-
rial displays. It was only in
July (69), three months after
Otho’s death, that he entered
Rome.

With his accession, all the
crimes and prodigalities of the
government of a Caligula, a
Claudius, and a Nero were re-
peated, although he was wanting
neither in culture nor in better
qualities. He had only attained
to consideration by his
vices, and won over
the soldiers in Ger-
many by his famil-
iar bearing. A dull,
slack, and withal cruel
disposition, a greedi-
ness which amounted
to voraciousness, and
a prodigality in which
he even surpassed
. Nero, were the soul of
his existence and government. Only thinking of pleasure and idle repose,
even on the march to.Rome, he allowed his army to rob and plunder at will,
and permitted all kinds of excesses. and insubordination. In Rome, freed-
men,.comedians, (and revellers were his most cherished companions, and he
who Suew how b5 prepare the most voluptuous feast, rose in his favour.

In crder to obtain money for his prodigalities, like Caligula and Nero,
he committed all sorts of inhuman cruelties. For example: he freed himself
fromi debt by having his creditors killed, and when one of them, condemned
to death, sought to obtain favour by making the emperor a legacy, but un-
fortunately gave him.a co-heir, Vitellius had the latter as well as the former-
put out of the way, and took the wealth of both. His revelries and prodigali-
ties surpassed wall reuwlisation.

By the.use of emetics he was enabled to take daily from three to four prin-
cipal meals.. Once, for untold gold, he had marvellous dishes prepared from

A ROMAN SLINGER
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the tongues of the rarest birds and other costly delicacies, and at the cele-
bration of his entry into Rome he took part in a banquet at his brother’s
house in which no less than two thousand rare fish and seven thousand birds
were served up. He gormandised so shamefully that, during the short time
of his reign, he is said to have squandered no less than nine hundred mildion
sesterces, and, as an historian of antiquity asserts, the Roman Empire would
finally have become too poor to defray the expenses of the emperor’s table.
Fortunately for 4he kingdom this did not come to pass; for Vitellius was
overthrown by his troops eight months after his accession.

This second mutiny of the army within the course of a year started in
the legions who had:come from the Danube to help Otho against Vitellius.
When on the way they heard of Otho’s death, they determined to choose a
new emperor, and some of them, who shortly before had served under the
valiant Titus Flavius Vespasian, directed the choice to their former general
who wa$§ then commanding in Syria. Scarcely had the news reached the
East, when first the governor of Egypt, then Mucianus [ Roman governor of
Syria and general of four legions,] and afterwards Vespasian himself, recog-
nised this choice. One after another all the remaining armies declared for
Vespasian. Valens and Ceecina, the principal instruments in the elevation of
Vitellius, soon detached themselves from the latter, and only the soldiers of
the Germanic army, to whom Vitellius owed the throne, remained true to
their emperor. It was therefore no great effort to overthrow the indolent
libertine. Before Vespasian had embarked his troops, his opponent was
dethroned and deprived of his life. ,

The legions of the Danube under one of their generals, Antonius Primus,
broke, into Italy; at Cremona they beat the troops of Vitellius and then
marched against the capital, which alone seemed resolved to defend the tyrant.
Antonius Primus wished to spare the town. Vitellius himself was too cow-
ardly to try to offer any powerful resistance, and as by chance a brother of
Vespasian, Flavius Sabinus, was town prefect of Rome, it was easy to nego-
tiate matters. The result was an agreement by which Vitellius agreed to
abdicate in a very ignominious fashion. Only the soldiers of the emperor
and all those who had taken part in his universal revels, would hear nothing
of an abdication of Vitellius, and without further ceremony laid hands on
Sabinus, to whom a great numbet of the senate, the knights, and the town-
guard had already sworn allegiance, on behalf of his brother. Sabinus, with
a small number of attendants, was obliged to take to flight, and retired to
the Capitol. His adversaries stormed it, took Sabinus prisoner, killed his
followers, and intentionally or by chance occasioned a fire, by which the
temple of the Capitoline Jupiter, the most sacred building in Rome, was
reduced to ashes, and some of the historical gecords preserved there were
destroyed.

In vain did Vitellius, by earnest entreaty, try to reslgain the sgidiers
from murdering Sabinus; he was killed in a terrible manner, wsilst Do-
mitian, one of Vespasian’s sons, who had just fled to the Capitol, to the
misfortune of the empire escaped the wrath of the enemy. The rude
soldiers of Vitellius conducted themselves on this occasiori with the same
savagery as the troops of Antonius Priaus had shown a few weeks before,
when &fter their victory they had burned down the town of Cremona and
had ill treated its inhabitants in the most shocking mauner. Vitellius was
quite innocent of what took place in Rome, for he would gladly have sub-
mitted to any terms by which he might have saved his life ~With this
object, immediately after the murder of Sabinus, he sent ambassadors to
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Antonius Primus, and that his representations and requests might make.
the more impression, he sent the vestal virgins with them.

But Antonius Pcimus refused any further negotiations, defeated the popu-
lace and the soldiers of Vitellius in a bloody fight, which took place partly
befere the walls and partly in the streets of the town, and had the entire
body of the conquered ruthlessly massacred. On this occasion the deep
moral depravity of the Roman people showed itself in a revolting manner.
The populace ‘watched the fierce struggle between the two &arbarian armies
as coldly as though the usual gladiatorial displays had been taking place
before them ; they applauded first one side and then the other, fetched those
who fled from their victorious enemy out of their hiding places, and gave
them up to their adversaries to. be killed.

No one was disturbed in his usual pleasures by the fight for the empire ;
the baths, the taverns, and other public resorts were filled with revellers and
pleasure seekers, as at any other time, and, as the historian Tacitus affirms,
Rome presented the hideous spectacle of a town whose inhabitants had
abandoned themselves at once to all the horrors of civil war and all the
vices of a decadent nation. Vitellius died as he had lived.¢ Seeing the city
conquered, he was conveyed in a litter, by a private way at<the back of the
palace, to his wife’s house on Mount Aventine, with intent, if he could lie
concealed during the day, to fly for refuge to his brother and the cohorts
at Tarracifia. Straightway, from his inherent fickleness, and the natural
effects of fright, since, as he dreaded everything, whatever course he adopted
was the keast satisfactory, he returned to his palace, and found it empty and
desolate ; even his meanest slaves having made their escape, or shunning the
presence of their master. The solitude and silence of the scene algrmed
him ; he opened the doors of the apartments, and was horror-struck to see
all void and empty. Exhausted with this agonising state of doubt and per-
plexity, and concealing himself in a wretched hiding place, he was dragged
forth by Placidus, the tribune of a cohort. With his hands tied behind him,
and his garment torn, he was conducted, a revolting spectacle, through crowds
insulting his distress, without a friend to shed a tear over his misfortunes.
The unseemliness of his end.banished all sympathy. Whether one of the
Germanic soldiers who met him intended for him the stroke he made, and if
he did, whether from rage or to rescue him the quicker from the mockery
to which he was exposed ; or whether he aimed at the tribune, is uncertain ;
he cut off the ear of the tribune, and was immediately despatched.?

Vitellius was pushed along, and with swords pointed at his throat, forced
to raise his head, and expose his countenance to insults: one while they
made him look at his statues tumbling to the ground ; frequently to the
rostrum, or the spot where (xalba perished, and lastly they drove him to
Gemoniz, where the body of Flavius Sabinus had been thrown. One ex-
pression of his whs heard, that spoke a spirit not utterly fallen, when to a
tribune who had insulted him in his misery he observed, that nevertheless he
had been his emperor. He died soon after [Dec. 21] under repeated wounds.
The populace, with the same perversity of judgment that had prompted them-
to honour him while living, assailed him with indignities when dead.

He was born at Luceria. He had completed his fifty-fourth year. He
rose to the consulship, to pontifical dignities, and a name and rank arhongst
the most emigent eitizens, without any personal merit; but obtained all

1 Dion rélates this incident with a little variation. According to him, the German soldie.
said, I will give you.the best assistance in my power ;’’ and thereupon he stabbed Vitellius,
and despatched himself. Dio, lib. LXV.,
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from the splendid reputation of his father. The men who conferred the
imperial dignity upon him did not so much as know him. By impotence
and sloth he gained the affections of the army, to a degree in which few have
attained them by. worthy means. Lrankness and gtc:nerosity, however ' he
possessed; qualities which, unless duly regulated, become the ()(;cusion;; of
ruin. He imagined that friendships could be cemented, not by a uniform
course of virtue, but by profuse liberality, and therefore carned them rather
than cultivated them. Doubtless the interest of the commonwealth required
the fall of ViteMlius: but those who betrayed Vitellius to Vespasian can
claim no merit for their perfidy, since they had broken faith with Galba,

The day now \'t‘-l"'ﬂ'ed rapidly towards sunset, and on account of the con-
sternation of the magistrates and senators who secreted themselves by with-
drawing from the city or in the several houses of their clients, the senate
could not be convened. When all apprehension of hostile violence had sub-
sided Depmitian came forth to the generals of his party, was unanimously
saluted with the title of Ciesar, and escorted by a numerous body of soldiers,
armed as they were, to his father's house.? '

Mucianus, who arrived in Rome the day after the murder of Vitellius,
took over the government in the name of Vespasian.d Mucianus has been
styled (by Duruy#) * the Mwcenas and the Agrippa of the new Augustus.”
In subsequent vears he was treated almost as an equal by the emperor. He
at once took active measures to restore order, and he succeeded 5o well that
everything was peaceful when Vespasian himself finallp entered Rome.¢ In
Vespasian, for the first time since the death of Augustus, the Roman Empire
again received a worthy and able ruler. He was a man who not only, like
- Galba, hated flattery and joined integrity with experience in warfare, but
whose understanding and force of character were equal to the circumstances
of the hour.d

VESPASIAX (T. FLavIUs SABINUS VESPASIANUS), 69-T9 A.D.

Vespasian was declared emperor, by the unanimous consent both of the
senate and the army, and dignified with all those titles which now followed
rather the power than the merit of those who were appointed to govern.
Messengers were despatched to him in Egypt, desiring his return, and testi-
fying the utmost desire for his government. But the winter being dangerous
for sailing, he deferred his voyage to a more convenient season. Perhaps,
also, the dissensions in other parts of the empire retarded his return to Rome;
for Claudius Civilis, in Lower Germany, excited his countrymen to revolt,
and destroyed the Roman garrisons which were placed in different parts of
that province. Yet, to give his rcbellion an air of justice, he caused his army
to swear allegiance to Vespasian, until he foumd himself in a condition to
throw off the mask. When he thought himself sufficiently powerful, he dis-
claimed all submission to the Roman government, and haveng overcguie one
or two of the lieutenants of the empire, and being joiued by such of the
Romans as refused obedience to the new emperor, he boldly advanced to
give Cerealis, Vespasian’s general, battle. In the beginning of this engage-
ment he seemed successful, breaking the Roman legions, and putting their
cavalry to flight. But at length Cerealis, by his conduct, turned the fate ot
the day, and not only routed the enemy, but took and destroyed their camp.
This engagement, however, was not cecisive; several othees ensued with
doubtful success. An accommodation, at length, determined what arms
could not effect. Civilis obtained peace for his countrymen, and pardon for
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himself; for the Roman Empire was, at this time, so torn by its own divi-
sions, that the barbarous nations around made incursions with impunity, and
were sure of*obtaining peace, whenever they thought proper to demand it.

During the time of these commotions in Germany, the Sarmatians, a bar-
barous nation to the northeast of the empire, suddenly passed the river Ister,
and marching into the Roman dominions with celerity and fury, destroyed
several garrisons, and an army under the command of Fonteius Agrippa.
However, they were driven back with some slaughter by Rubrius Gallus,
Vespasian’s lieutenant, into their native forests; where several attempts
v-ere made to confine them, by garrisons and forts placed along the confines
of their country. DBut these hardy nations, having once found their way
into the empire, never after desisted from invading it at every opportunity,
till at length they overran and destroyed the glory of Rome. :

Vespasian continued some months at Alexandria in Egypt.b The sober-
minded Tacitus, most accurate and most trustworthy of Roman historians,
relates some incidents of this story of Vespasian in Egypt which are worth
repeating, if for nothing else, to illustrate the gap between the writing of
sober history in that day and in our own.¢

VESPASIAN PERFORMS MIRACLES AND SEES A VISION, ACCORDING TO
TACITUS

During the nonths when Vespasian was waiting at Alexandria for the
periedical seacon of the summer winds, and a safe navigation [says Tacitus],
many miracles occurred, by which the favour of heaven and a sort of bias in
the powers above towards Vespasian were manifested. One of the cowmmon
people of Alexandria, known to have a disease in his eyes, embraced the knees
of the emperor, importuning with groans a remedy for his blindness. In this
he acted in compliance with the admonition of the god Serapis, whom that
nation, devoted to superstition, honours above all other gods ; and he prayed
the emperor that he would deign to sprinkle his cheeks and the balls of his
eyes with the secretion of his mouth. Another, who was diseased in the
hand, at the instance of the'same god, entreated that he might be pressed by
the foot and sole of Cesar. Vespasian af first ridiculed the request, and
treated it with contempt; but when they persisted, at one time he dreaded
the imputation of weakness, at another he was led to hope for success, by
the supplications of the men themselves, and the encouragements of his flat-
terers. Lastly, he ordered that the opinion of physicians should be taken, as
to whether a blindness and lameness of these kinds could be got the better of
by human power. The physicians stated various points —that in the one
the power of vision was not tvholly destroyed, and that it would be restored
if the obstacle wag removed ; in the other, that the joints which had become
diseased might bt renovated, if a healing power were applied ; such perad-
venture was the pleasure of the gods, and the emperor was chosen to perform
their will. To sum up all, that the glory of accomplishing the cure would
be Cesar’s, the ,ridicule of its failure would rest upon the sufferers. Ac-
cordingly, under an impression that everything was within the power of his
fortune, and that after what had occurred nothing was incredible, with a
cheerful countenance himself, and while the multitude that stood by waited
the event in 41l thé confidence of anticipated:success, Vespasian executed
what was r:quired of him. Immediately the hand was restored to its func-
tions, and tlie light of day shone again to the blind. Persons who were
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present even now attest the truth of both these transactions, when there is
nothing to be gained by falsehood.

After this, Vespasian conceived a deepgr desire to visit the Sanctuary of
Serapis, in order to consult the god about affairs of the empire. He ordered
all persons to be excluded from the temple; and lo, when he entered, and
his thoughts were fixed on the deity, he perceived Lehind him a man of
principal note among the Egyptians, named Basilides, whom, at that moment,
he knew to be detained by illness at a distance of several days'journcy from
Alexandria. Vespasian inquired of the priests whether Basilides that day
had entered the temple. He asked of others whom he met whether he was
seen in the city. At lgngth, from messengers whomn he despatched on horse-
back, he received certain intelligence, that Basilides was at that instant of
time eighty miles distant from Alexandria. He then concluded that it was

a divine vision, and deduced the import of the response from the name of
Basilides

VESPASIAN RETURNS TO ROME

Leaving Titus to prosecute
the Jewish War, Vespasian set
out for Rome. His enthusiastic
reception there is degeribed by
Josephus, who says: *“ All men
that were in Itady showed their
respects to him ir» their minds,
before he came thither, as if he
were already come, as esteem-
ing the very expectation they
had of him to be his real pres-
ence on account of the great
desires they had to see him,
and because the good will they
_ bore him was entirely free and
F unconstrained ; for it was a de-
sirable thing to the senate, who
well remembered the calamities
they had undergone in the late
changes of their governors, to
receive a governor who was
adorned with the gravity of old
age, and with the highest skill
in the actions of war, whose
advancement gvould he, as they
knew, for notiling else dut the
preservation of those that were
to be governed.

« Moreover, the people had
been so harassed by their civil
miseries that they were still more earnest for his coming immediately, as sup-
posing they should then be firmly delivered from their calamities, and believed
they should then recover theimsecure tranquillity and prosperity. And for the
soldiery, they had the principal regard to him, for they were chiefly apprised
of his great exploits in war; and since they had experienced the want of skill

VESPASIAN
(From a bust in the Vatican)
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and want of courage in other commanders, they were very desirous to be
freed from that great shame they had undergone by their means and heartily
wished to réceive such a prince as might be a security and an ornament to
them ; and as this good will to Vespasian was universal, those that enjoyed
an)ﬂ'emarkable dignities could not have patience enough to stay in Rome,
bul made haste to meet him at a very great distance from it. Nay, indeed,
none of the rest could endure the delay of seeing him, but did all pour out of
the city in such crowds, and were so universally possessed with the opinion
that it was easier and better for them to go out than to stay there, that this
avas the very first time that the city joyfully perceived itself almost empty
of its citizens; for those' that stayed within were fewer than those that
went out. But as soon as the news was come that he was hard by, and those
that had met him at first related with what good humour he received every
one that came to him, then it was that the whole multitude that had
remained in the city, with their wives and children, came into the zoad, and
waited for him there ; and for those whom he passed by, they made all sorts
of acclamations on account of the joy they had to see him, and the pleasant-
ness of his countenance, and styled him their benefactor and saviour, and
the only person who was worthy to be ruler of the city of Rome. And now
the city was like a temple, full of garlands and sweet odours; nor was it
easy for him to come to the royal palace for the multitude of people that
stood about him, where yet at last he performed his sacrifices of thanks-
givings to his housekold gods, for his safe return to the city. The mufti-
tude diq also bétake themselves to feasting; which feasts and drink-offerings
they celebrated by their tribes, and their families, and their neighbourhoods,
and still prayed the gods to grant that Vespasian, his sons, and all their
posterity, might continue in the Roman government for a very long time,
and that his dominion might be preserved from all opposition. And this
was the manner in which Rome so joyfully received Vespasian, and thence
grew immediately into a state of great prosperity.”?

TITUS CONTINUES THE JEWISH WAR

In the meantime, Titus carried on the war against the Jews with vigour.?
This obstinate and infatuated people had long resolved to resist the Roman
power, vainly hoping to find protection from heaven. Their own historian
represents them as arrived at the highest pitch of iniquity, while famines,
earthquakes, and prodigies all conspired to forewarn their approaching ruin.
Nor was it sufficient that heaven and earth seemed combined against them;
they had the most bitter dissensions among themselves, and were split into
two parties, that robbed aild destroyed each other with impunity; still
pillaging, and, at. the same time, boasting their zeal for the religion of their
ancestoss.

At the head of one of those parties was an incendiary whose name was
John. This fanatic affected sovereign power, and filled the whole city of
Jerusalem, and all the towns around, with tumult and pillage. In a short
time a new faction arose, headed by one Simon, who, gathering together
multitudes of robbers and murderers who had fled to the mountains, attacked
many cities and towns, and reduced all Idumea into his power. Jerusalem,
at length, be¢ame ‘the theatre in which these two demagogues began to

[ See Volume II, Ch, 14.]



THE TIME OF THE FLAVIANS 235
(70 a.p.]
exercise their mutual animosity: John was possessed of the temple, while
Simon was admitted into the city, both equally enraged against each other;
while slaughter and devastation followed their pretensions. Thus did o
city, formerly celebrated for peace and unity, become the seat of tumult
and confusion.

It was in this miserable situation that Titus came to sit down before it
with his conquering army, and began his operations within about six fur-
longs of the place. It was at the feast of the Passover, when the place was
filled with an infinite multitude of people, who had come from all parts to
celebrate that great solemnity, that Titus undertook to besiege it. His
presence produced a teraporary reconciliation betwecn the contending factions
within; so that they unanimously resolved to oppose the common enemy
first, and then decide their domestic quarrels at a more convenient season.
Their first sally, which was made with much fury and resolution, put the
Romans into great disorder, and obliged them to abandon their camp and
fly to the mountains. However, rallying immediately after, the Jews were
forced back into the city ; while Titus, in person, showed surprising instances
of valour and conduct.

These advantages over the Romans only renewed in the besieged their
desires of private vengeance. A tumult ensued in the temple, in which sev-
eral of both parties were slain; and in this manner, upon every remission
from without, the factions of John and Simon violently raged against each
othér within, agreeing only in their resolution to defend the city against the
Romans. ‘

Jerusalem was strongly fortified by three walls on every side, exeept
where it was fenced by deep valleys. Titus began by battering down the
outward wall, which, after much fatigue and danger, he effected ; all the
time showing the greatest clemency to the Jews, and offering thein repeated
assurances of pardon. But this infatuated people refused his proffered kind-
ness with contempt, and imputed his humanity to his fears. Five days after
the commencement of the siege Titus broke through the second wall; and
though driven back by the besieged, he recovered his ground, and made
preparations for battering the third wall, which was their last defence. But
first he sent Josephus, their countryman, into the city, to exhort them to
yield, who, using all his eloquense to persuade them, was only reviled with
scoffs and reproaches. The siege was now, therefore, carried on with greater
vigour than before ; several batteries for engines were raised, which were
no sooner built than destroyed by the enemy. At length it was resolved in
council to surround the whole city with a trench, and thus prevent all relief
and succours from abroad. This, which was quickly executed, seemed no way
to intimidate the Jews. Though famine, and pestilence, its necessary attend-
ant, began now to make the most horrid ravages within the walls, yet this
desperate people still resolved to hold out. Though obliged to live upon
the most scanty and unwholesome food, though a bushel of &orn was sold for
six hundred crowns, and the holes and the sewers were ransacked for car-
casses that had long since grown putrid, yet they were not to be moved.
The famine raged at last to such an excess, that a woman of distinction in
the city boiled her own child to eat it; which horrid account coming to the
ears of Titus, he declared that he would bury so abominable a crime in the
ruins of their state. He now, therefore, cut down all the woods within a
considerable distance of the clty, and causing more batteries to be raised, he at
length battered down the wall, and in five days entered the citadel by force.
Thus reduced to the very verge of ruin, the remaining Jews still deceived
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themselves with absurd and false expectations, while many false prophets
deluded the multitude, declaring they should soon have assistance from God.
The hedt of the battle was now, therefore, gathered round the inner wall
of the temple, while the defendants desperately combated from the top.
Titus was willing to save this beautiful structure, but
a soldier casting a brand into some adjacent buildings,
the fire communicated to the temple, and, notwith-
standing the utmost endeavours on both sides, the
whole edifice was quickly consumed. The sight of the
temple in ruins effectually served to damp the ardour
of the Jews. They now began.to perceive that heaven
had forsaken them, while their cries and lamentations
echoed from the adjacent mountains. Even those who
were almost expiring lifted up their dying eyes to be-
wail the loss of their temple, which they vaued more
than life itself. The most resolute, however, still en-
deavoured to defend the upper and stronger part of
the city, named Zion; but Titus, with his battering
engines, soon made himself entire master of the place.
John and Simon were taken from the vaults where
they had concealed themselves; the former was con-
demned to perpetual imprisonment, and the latter
reserved to grace the conqueror’s triumph. The great-
est part of the populace were put to the sword, and
the city was entirely rased by the plough; so that,
according to our Saviour’s prophecy, not one stone
remained upon another. Thus, after a siege' of six
months, this noble city was totally destroyed, having
flourished, under the peculiar protection of heaven,
about two thousand years. The numbers who perished
in this siege, according to Josephus, amounted to above
a million of souls, and the captives to almost a hun-
A Romax Bripress dred thousand. The temporal state of the Jews ended
(Afer Hope) with their city; while the wretched survivors were
banished, sold, and dispersed into all parts of the world.
Upon the taking of Jerusalem, his soldiers would have crowned Titus as
conqueror, but he modestly refused the honour, alleging that he was only
an instrument in the hand of heaven, that manifestly declared its wrath
against the Jews. At Rome, however, all men’s mouths were filled with
the praises of the conqueror, who had not only shown himself an excellent
general, but a courageous combatant.?
Let Josephus describe for us the return of Titus, and the magnificent tri-
umph that he celebrated with his father.

JOSEPHUS DESCRIBES THE RETURN OF TITUS, AND THE TRIUMPH

Titus took the journey he intended into Egypt, and passed over the
desert very suddenly, and came to Alexandria, and took up a resolution to
go to Rome by sea. And as he was accompanied by two legions, he sent
each of them dgain to the places whence they hhd betore come; the fifth he
sent to Mysia; and the fifteenth to Pannonia. As for the leaders of the
captives, Simon and John, with the other seven hundred men, whom he had
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selected out of the rest as being eminently tall and handsome of body, he
gave order that they should be soon earried to Italy, as resolving to produce
them in his trivmph.  So when he had had a prosperous voyage %o his mind,
the city of Rome behaved itself in his reception, and thei mecting him at i
distance, as it did in the case of lhis father.

But what made the most splendid appearance in Titus’ opinion veas
when his father met him, and reccived him; but still the multitude of the
citizens conceived the greatest joy when they saw them all three together,!
as they did at th time; nor were many days overpast when they deter-
mined to have but one triumph, that should be common to both of them, on
account of the glorvious exploits they had performed, although the senate had
decreed each of them:*id separate triumph by himself.  So when notice had
been given betorchand of the day appointed for this pompous solemmity to
be made. on account of their victories, not one of the immense multitude
was left in the city, but everybody went out so far as to gain only a station
where they might stand, and left only such a passage as was necessary for
those that were to be seen to go along it.

Now all the soldiery marched out beforchand by companies, and in their
several ranks, under their several commanders, in the night time, and were
about the gates, ffot of the upper palaces. but those near the temple of Isis;
for there it was that the emperors had rested the foregoing night.  And as
soon as ever it was day, Vespasian and Titus came out crowned with laurel,
and. clothed in those ancient purple habits which wegre propet to thei
family, and then went as far as Octavian's Walks ; for there it was that the
senate, and the principal rulers, and those that had been regorded as of
the equestrian order, waited for them. '

Now a tribunal had Leen erected Lefore the cloisters, and ivory chairs
had been set upon it, when they came and sat down upon them. Where-
upon the soldiery made an acclamation ol joy to them immediately, and all
gave them attestations of their valour; while they were themselves without
their arms, and only in their silken garments, and crowned with laurel. Then
Vespasian accepted of these shouts of theirs; but while they were still dis-
posed to go on in such acclamations, he gave them a signal of silence. And
when everybody entirely held their peace, he stood up, and covering the
greatest part of his head with his cloak, he put up the accustomed solemn
prayers; the like prayers did Titds put up also: after which prayers Vespa-
sian made a short speech to all the people, and then sent away the soldiers
to a dinner prepared for them by the emperors. Then did he retire to that
gate which was called the Gate of the Pomp, because pompous shows do always
go through that gate; there it was that they tasted some food, and when they
had put on their triumphal garments, and had offered sacrifices to the gods
that were placed at the gate, they sent the triwmph forward, and marched
through the theatres, that they might be the more easily seen by tle
multitude.

It is impossible to describe the multitude of the shows as they deserve,
and the magnificence of them all; such indeed as a man could not easily
think of as performed either by the lubour of workmen, or the variety of
riches, or the rarities of nature. For almost all such curiosities as the most
happy men ever get by piecemeal were here heaped one upon another, and
those both admirable and costly in their nature; and all brought together
on that day demonstrated the vastness of the dominions eof thes Romans; for

1 Vespasian and his two sons, Titus and Domitian.
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there was here to be seen a mighty quantity of silver, and gold, and ivory,
contrived into all sorts of things, and did not appear as carried along in
pompous show only, but, as a man may say, running along like a river.
Some parts were: composed of the rarest purple hangings, and so carried
along ; and others accurately represented to the life what was embroidered
byi the arts of the Babylonians. There were also precious stones that were
transparent, some set in crowns of gold, and some in other ouches, as the
workmen pleased; and of these such a vast number were brought, that we
could not but thence learn how vainly we imagined any ci them to be rari-
ties. The images of the gods were also carried, being as well wonderful for
their largeness, as made xvery artificially, and with great skill of the work-
men ; nor were any of these images of any other than very costly materials;
and many species of animals were brought, every one in their own natural
ornaments. The men also who brought every one of-these shows were great
multitudes, and adorned with purple garments, all over interwoven with
gold ; those that were chosen for carrying these pompous shows having
also about them such magnificent ornaments as were both extraordinary and
surprising. Besides these, one might see that even the great number of
captives was not unadorned, while the variety that was in their garments,
and their fine texture, concealed from the sight the deformity of their
bodies.

But what afforded the greatest surprise of all was the structure of the
pageants "that were borne along; for indeed he that met them could not but
be afraid that the bearers would not be able firmly enough to support them,
such was their magnitude; for many of them were so made that they were
on three or even four stories, one above another. The magnificence also of
their structure afforded one both pleasure and surprise; for upon many of
them were laid carpets of gold. There was also wrought gold and ivory
fastened about them all ; and many resemblances of the war, and those in
several ways, and variety of contrivances, affording a most lively portraiture
of itself. For there was to be seen a happy country laid waste, and entire
squadrons of enemies slain ; while some of them ran away, and some were
carried into captivity ; with walls of great altitude and magnitude over-
thrown, and ruined by machines; with the strongest fortifications taken,
and the walls of most populous cities upon the tops of hills seized on, and
an army pouring itself within the walls; ds also every place full of slaughter,
and supplications of the enemies, when they were no longer able to lift up
their hands in way of opposition. Fire also sent upon temples was here
represented, and houses overthrown and falling upon their owners; rivers
also, after they came out of a large and melancholy desert, ran down, not
into a land cultivated, nor as drink for men or for cattle, but through a
land still on fire upon every side ; for the Jews related that such a thing
they had undergone during this war.

Now the woerkmanship of these representations was so magnificent and
lively in the construction of the things, that it exhibited what had been
done to such as did not see it, as if they had been there really present. On
the top of every one of these pageants was placed the commander of the city
that was taken, and the manner wherein he was taken. Moreover, there fol-
lowed those pageants a great number of ships; and for the other spoils, they
were carried in great plenty. - But for those that were taken in thé temple
of Jerusalem, they made the greatest figure of them all; that is the golden
table, of the weight of many talents; the candlestick also, that was made
of gold, though its construction were now changed from that which we
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made use of: for its middle shaft was fixed upon a basis, and the small
branches were produced out of it to a great length, having the likeness of
a trident in their position, and had every one a socket made of brass for a
lamp at the tops of them. These lamps were in numbe1 seven. and repre-
sented the dignity of the number seven among the
Jews; and, the last of all the spoils, was carried the
Law of the Jews.

After these spoils passed by a great many men,
carrying the images of Victory, whose structure was
entirely either of ivory, or of gold. After which Ves-
pasian marched in the first place, and Titus follawed
him ; Domitian also 1olle along with them, and made a
glorious appearance, and rode on a horse that was worthy
of admiration.

The last part of this ponpous show was at the tem-
ple of Jupiter Capitolinus, whither when they were
come, they stood still; for it was the Romans’ ancient
custom to stay till somebody brought the news that
the general of the enemy was slain.  This general was
Simon, the son of Giora, who had then been led in this
triumph among the captives; a rope had also been put
upon his head, and he had been drawn into a proper
plage in the Forum, and had withal been tormented by
those that drew him along; and the law of the Romans
required that malefactors condemned to die should be
slain there. Accordingly, when it was related that
there was an end of him, and all the pcople had set up
a shout for joy, they then began to offer those sacrifices
which they had consecrated, in the prayers used in such
solemnities; which when they had finished, they went
away to the palace.

And as for some of the spectators, the emperors
entertained them at their own feast; and for all the
rest there were noble preparations made for their feast-
ing at home: for this was a festal day to the city of
Rome, as celebrated for the victéry obtained by their
army over their enemies, for the end that was now put
to their civil miseries, and for the commencement of
their hopes of future prosperity and happiness.

After these triumphs were over, and after the affairs
of the Romans were settled on the surest foundations,
Vespasian resolved to build a temple to Peaces which ~ Roxax Tiiron Cax-
he finished in so short a time, and in so glorious a AR
manner, as was beyond all human expectation and opinion.. TFor Ace living
now by providence a vast quantity of wealth, besides wihat he had formerly
gained in his other exploits, he had this temple adorned with pictures and
statues; for in this temple were collected and deposited all such raritiest us
men aforetime used to wander all over the habitable world to sce, when they
had a desire to see them one after another.  He also laid up therein, as en-
signs of his glory, those golden vessels and instruments that were taken out
of the Jewish temple. But sgill he gave order that they should lay up their
law, and the purple veils of the holy place, in the royal palace itself, and
keep them there.?
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THE EMPIRE IN PEACE

Vespasian, having thus given security and peace to the empire, resolved
to correct numberless abuses which had grown up under the tyranny of his
predecessors. To effect this with greater ease, he joined Titus with him in
the consulship and tribunitial power ; and, in some measure admitted him
a partner in all the highest offices of the state. He began with restraining
the licentiousness of the army, and forcing them back to their pristine dis-
cipline. Some military messengers desiring money to buy shoes, he ordered
them for the future to perform their journeys barefoot. He was not less
strict with regard to the scnators and the knights. He turned out such as
were a disgrace to their station, and supplied their places with the most
worthy men he could find. He abridged the processes that had been car-
ried to an unreasonable length in the courts of justice. He took care to
re-build such parts of the city as had suffered in the late commotions; par-
ticularly the Capitel, which had been lately burned, and which he now restored
to more than former magnificence.

The other ruinous cities in the empire also shared his paternal care ; he
improved such as were declining, adorned others, and built many anew. In
such acts as these he passed a long reign of clemency ind moderation ;
so that it is said no man suffered by an unjust or a severe decree during
his administration.?

The care of rebuilding the Capitol [says Tacitus] he committed to Lueius
Vestinus, a man of equestrian rank, but in credit and dignity among the first
mer in"Rome. The soothsayers, who were convened by him, advised that
the ruins of the former shrine should be removed to the marshes, and a tem-
ple raised on the old foundation; for the gods would not permit a change of
the ancient form. On the eleventh day before the calends of July, the sky
being remarkably serene, the whole space devoted to the sacred structure was
encompassed with chaplets and garlands. Such of the soldiers as had names
of auspicious import entered within the enclosure, with branches from trees
emblematical of good fortune. Then the vestal virgins in procession, with a
band of boys and girls whose parents, male and female, were still living,
sprinkled the whole place with  water drawn from living fountains and rivers.
Helvidius Priscus, the pretor, preceded by Plautius Allianus, the pontiff,
after purifying the area by sacrificing a swine, a sheep, and a bull, and
replacing the entrails upon the turf, invoked Jupiter, Juno, and Minerva,
and the tutelar deities of the empire, praying that they would prosper the
undertaking, and, with divine power, carry to perfection a work begun by
the piety of man; and then Helvidius laid his hand upon the wreaths that
bound the foundation stone and were twined about the cords. At the same
time, the magistrates, the prests, the senators, the knights, and a number of
citizens, with sim]ultuneous efforts, prompted by zeal and exultation, haled the
ponderrus stone-along.  Contributions of gold and silver, and pieces of other
metals, the first that were taken from the mines, that had never been melted in
the furnace, but in their native state, were thrown upon the foundations on
all hands. The soothsayers enjoined that neither stone nor gold which had
been applied to other uses should profane the building. Additional height
was given to the edifice ; this was the only variation conceded by religion ;
and 1n point of magnificence it was considered to be inferior to the former
temple.?

Vespasian also began the construction of the great amphitheatre which,
under the nafie of the Colosseum, became the wonder of subsequent genera-
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tions, and which is still sufficiently preserved to excite the admiration of
every tourist. But this gigantic structure — seating about eighty-five thou-
sand people — was not completed until the reign of Vespasiaa’s successor,
Titus.

BANISHMENT AND DEATH OF HELVIDIUS

In his conduct of both private and public affairs, Vespasjan appears to
have acted with temperate judgment.e There are, however, two transactions
which, it must be acknowledged, have left a stain upon his memory. The
first was the death of Helvidius Priscus; the other, the heartless treatment
of Epponina, wife of*Sabinus. Helvidius, excellent man, fell a sacrifice to his
enemies, and, perhaps, to his own intemperate conduct. Initiated early in
the doctrines of the stoic school, and confirmed in the pride of virtue by the
example of Petus Thrasea, his father-in-law, he saw the arts by which Ves-

THE COLOSSEUM

pasian, notwithstanding the rigour of his nature, courted popularity; and
did not scruple to say that liberty was more in danger from the artifices of
the new family, than from the vices of former emperors. In the senate he
spoke his mind with unbounded freedom.

Vespasian bore his opposition to the measures of government with
patience and silent dignity. He knew the virtues of the man, and retained
a due esteem for the memory of Thrasea. Willing, on that account, to live
on terms with Helvidius, he advised him to be, for the future, a silent
senator. The pride of a stoic spurned at the advice. Passive obedience
was so repugnant to his principles that he stood more firm in opposition.
Mucianus and Eprius Marcellus, who were the favourite minisi®i of the
emperor, were his enemies; and it is probable that, by their advice,
Vespasian was at length induced to let the proceedings of the senate take
their course. Helvidius was arraigned by the fathers, and ordered into
custody. He was soon after banished, and, in consequence of an order
despatched from Rome, put to death. It is said that Vespasian relented,
and sent a special messenger to respite execution ; but the blow was struck.
Helvidius was, beyond all question, a determined republican. His own
imprudence provoked his fate ; and tliis, perhaps, is what Tacitus had in
contemplation when he places the moderation of Agricola in tentrast to the
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violent spirit of others, who rush on certain destruction, without being by
their death of service to the public.

The case®f Epponina was an instance of extreme rigour, or rather cruelty.
She was the wife 8f Julius Sabinus, a leading chief among the Lingones.
This man, Tacitus has told us, had the vanity to derive his pedigree from
Julius Ceesar, who, he said, during his wars in Gaul, was struck with the
beauty of his grandmother, and alleviated the toils of the campaign in her
embraces. Ambitious, bold, and enterprising, he kindled the flame of rebellion
among his countrymen, and, having resolved to shake off the Roman yoke,
riarched at the head of a numerous army into the territory of the Sequani,
a people in alliance with Rome. This was 69 A.p. He hazarded a battle,
and was defeated with great slaughter. His rash-levied numbers were
either cut to pieces or put to flight. He himself escaped the general car-
nage. He fled for shelter to an obscure cottage ; and, in order to propagate
a report that he destroyed himself, set fire to his lurking-place.

SABINUS AND EPPONINA

By what artful stratagems he was able to conceal himself in caves and
dens, and, by the assistance of the faithful Epponina, to prolong his life for
nine years afterwards, cannot now be known from Tacitus. The account
which the great hirtorian promised has perished with the narrative «of
Vespasian’s rejgn.  Plutarch relates the story as a proof of conjugal
fidelity. Frem that writer the following particulars may be gleaned :
Two faithful, freedmen attended Sabinus to his cavern; one of them,
Martialis by name, returned to Epponina with a feigned account of her
husband’s death. His body, she was made to believe, was consumed in the
flames. In the vehemence of her grief she gave credit to the story. In a
few days she received intelligence by the same messenger that her husband
was safe in his lurking-place. She continued during the rest of the day to
act all the exteriors of grief, with joy at her heart, but suppressed with
care. In the dead of night she visited Sabinus. Before the dawn of day
she returned to her own house, and, for the space of seven months, repeated
her clandestine visits, supplying her husband’s wants, and softening all his
cares. At the end of that time she conceived hopes of obtaining a free
pardon ; and having disguised her husband in such a manner as to render a
detection impossible, she accompanied him on a long and painful journey to
Rome. Finding there that she had been deceived with visionary schemes,
she marched back with Sabinus, and lived with him in his den for nine
years longer.

In the year 79 A.p. they were both discovered, and in chains conveyed
to Rome. = Vespasian forgot his usual clemency. Sabinus was condemned,
and hurifed to texecution. Epponina was determined not to survive her
husband. She changed her supplicating tone, and, with a spirit uncon-
quered even in ruin, addressed Vespasian: ¢ Death,” she said, “has no
terror for me. I have lived happier under ground, than you upon your
throne. Bid your assassins strike their blow ; with joy I leave a world in
which you can play the tyrant.”

She was ordered for execution. Plutarch concludes with saying that
during Vespasian’s' reign there was nothing t> match the horror of this
atrocious dzed ; for which the vengeance of the gods fell upon Vespasian,
and. in a shox¢ time after, wrought the extirpation of his whole family.J
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THE CHARACTER AND END OF VESPASIAN

These, however, would seem to have been altogether exceptional instances
of cruelty. Anecdotes illustrating the opposite character are not wanting.
Thus: He caused the daughter of Vitellius, his avowed enemy, to be maryied
into a noble family ; and he himself provided her a suitable fortune. ne
of Nero’s servants coming to entreat pardon for having once rudely thrust
him out of the palace, and insulting him when in office, Vespasian only took
his revenge by serving him just in the same manner. When any plots or
conspiracies were formed against him, he disdained to punish the guilty, say-
ing that they deserved rather his contempt for their ignorance than his
resentment, as they seemed to envy him a dignity of which he daily experi-
enced the uneasiness. When he was seriously advised to beware of Mettius
Pomposianus, against whom there was strong cause of suspicion, he raised
him to the dignity of consul, adding that the time would come when he
must be sensible of so great a benetit.

His liberality in the encouragement of arts and learning was not less than
his clemency. He settled a constant salary of a hundred thousand sesterces
upon the teachews of rhetoric. He was particularly favourable to Josephus,
the Jewish historian. Quintilian, the orator, and Pliny, the naturalist, our-
ished in his reign, and were highly esteemed by him. He was no less an
encourager of all other excellencies in art, and invited the greatest masters
and artificers from all parts of the world, making them considerable presents
as he found occasion.

Yet all his numerous acts of generosity and magnificence could not ‘pre-
serve his character from the imputation of rapacity and avarice: He revived
many Obsolete methods of taxation, and even bought and sold commodities
himself, in order to increase his fortune. He is charged with advancing the
most avaricious governors to the provinces, in order to share their plunder
on their return to Rome. He descended to some very unusual and dishon-
ourable imposts. But the avarice of princes is generally a virtue when their
own expenses are but few. The exchequer, when Vespasian came to the
throne, was so much exhausted that he informed the senate that it would re-
quire a supply of 40,000,000,000 sesterces [about £300,000,000 sterling]
to re-establish the commonwealth. This necessity must naturally produce
more numerous and heavy taxations than the empire had hitherto experi-
enced ; but while the provinces were thus obliged to contribute to the sup-
port of his power, he took every precaution to provide for their safety, so
that we find but two insurrections in his reign.

In the fourth year of his reign Antiochus, king of Commagene, holding a
private correspondence with the Parthians, the declared enemies of Rome,
was taken prisoner in Cilicia, by Pwxtus the governor, and sent bound to
Rome. But Vespasian generously prevented all ill-treatment towards him,
by giving him a residence at Lacedzmon and allowing him a revenue suitable
to his dignity.

About the same time also, the Alani, a barbarous people, who lived aleng
the river Tanais, abandoned their barren wilds and invaded ¢he kingdom of
Media. From thence passing like a torrent into Armenia, after great rav-
ages, they overthrew Tiridates, the king of that country, with prodigious
slaughter. Titus was at length seut to chastise their insolence, and relieve a
king that was in alliance with Rome. However, the barbarians retired at the
approach of the Roman army, laden with plunder, being in some easure com-
pelled to wait a more favourable opportunity of renewing their irruptions.
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But these incursions were as a transient stgrm, the effects of which were
soon repaired by the emperor’s moderation and assiduity. We are told that
he new-formed and, established a thousand nations, which had scarcely before
amounted to two hundred. No provinces in the empire lay out of his view
ang protection. He had, during his whole reign, a particular regard to Bri-
tain; his generals, Petilius Cerealis and Julius Frontinus, brought the great-
est part of the island into subjection (70 A.D.), and Agricola, who succeeded
soon after (78 A.D.), completed what they had begun.

Such long and uninterrupted success no way increased this emperor’s
vanity. He ever seemed averse to those swelling titles which the senate and
people were constantly offering him. When the king of Parthia, in one of
his letters, styled himself king of kings, Vespasian in his answer only called
himself simply Flavius Vespasian. He was so far from attempting to hide
the meanness of his original that he frequently mentioned it in company;
and when some flatterers were for deriving his pedigree from Hescules, he
despised and derided the meanness of their adulation. In this manner hav-
ing reigned ten years, loved by his subjects and deserving their affection, he
was surprised with an indisposition at Campania. Removing from thence to
the city, and afterwards to a country-seat near Rome, he.was there taken
with a flux, which brought him to the last extremity. However, perceiving
his end approaching, and as he was just going to expire, he cried out that
an emperor ought to die standing ; wherefore, raising himself upon his feet,
e expired in the hahds of those that sustained him. (79 A.D.)

“ He was a fman,” says Pliny, 7 *“ in whom power made no alteration, except
in giving him the opportunity of doing good equal to his will.” He was the
second Roman emperor that died an unquestionably natural death; and he
was peaceably succeeded by Titus his son.b

A CLASSICAL ESTIMATE OF VESPASIAN

The only thing deservedly blamable in Vespasian’s character [says Sue-
tonius] was his love of money. For not satisfied with reviving the imposts
which had been dropped under Galba, he imposed new taxes burdensome to
the subjects, augmented the tribute of the provinces, and doubled that of
some. He likewise openly practised a sort of traffic which would have
been scandalous even in a person below the dignity of an emperor, buying-
great quantities of goods, for the purpose of retailing them again to advan-
tage. Nay, he made no scruple of selling the great offices of state to the
candidates, and pardons likewise to persons under prosecution, as well the
innocent as the guilty. It is believed that he advanced all the most rapa-
cious amongst the procurators to higher offices, with the view of squeezing
them after they had acquired great riches. He was commonly said, *“to
have nfdde use of them as sponges,” because he did, as one may say, wet
them when dry and squeeze them when wet. Some say that he was naturally
extremely covetous, and that he was upbraided with it by an old herdsman
of his, who, upen the emperor’s refusing to enfranchise him gratis, which at
his advancement he humbly petitioned for, cried out that the fox changed
his hair, but not his nature. There are some, on the other hand, of opinion
that he was urged to his rapacious proceedings by necessity, and the extreme
poverty of the treasury and exchequer, of which he publicly took notice in
the beginhing of his reign; declaring that no less than forty thousand
millions of “sesterces was necessary for the support of the government.
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This is the more likely to be true of him, because he applied to the best
purposes what he procured by bad means.

His liberality to all ranks of people was particularly eminenf. He made
up to several senators the estate required by law to qualily them for that
dignity, relieving likewise such men of consular rank as were poor, with a
yearly allowance of five hundred thousand sesterces; and rebuilt, in a belter
manner than before, several cities in different parts of the empire, which
had been much dgmaged by carthquakes or fires.

He was a great encourager of learning and learned men. He first ap-
pointed the Latin and Greek professors of rhetoric the yearly stipend of a
hundred thousand sesterces each out of the exchequer. He was likewise
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extremely generous to such as excelled in poetry, or even the mechanic arts,
and particularly to one that brushed up the picture of Venus at Cos, and
another who repaired the Colossus. A mechanic offering to convey some
huge pillars into the capital at a small expense, he rewarded him very hand-
somely for his invention, but would not accept of his sersice, saying, * You
must allow me to take care of the poor people.”

In the games celebrated at the revival of the stage in Marcellus’ theatre,
he restored the old musical entertainments. He gave Apollinaris the, tra-
gedian four hundred thousand sesterces; Terpnus and Diodorus the harpers
two hundred thousand ; to some a hundred thousand ; and the least he gave
to any of the performers was forty thousand, besides many golden crowns.
He had company constantly at his table, and entertained them in a plentiful
manner, on purpose to help the shambles. As in the Satutnalia he made
presents to the men at his table to carry away with them ; so did he to the
women upon the calends of March ; notwithstanding which™he could not
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wipe off the infamy of his former covetousness. The Alexandrians called
him constantly Cybiosactes; a name which had been given to one of their
kings who was sordidly covetous.. Nay, at his funeral, Favo the archmimic,
representing his person, and imitating, as usual, his behaviour both in speech
and gesture, asked aloud of the procurators, how much his funeral pomp
would cost. And being ansivered  ten millions of sesterces,” he cried out,
that give him but a hundred thousand sesterces, and they might throw
his body into the Tiber, if they would.

Personality of Tespasian

He was broad set, strong limbed, and had the countenance of a person
who was straining. On this account, one of the buffoons at court, upon
{he emperor’s desiring him “ to say something merry upon him,” facetiously
answered, *I will, when you have done easing yourself.”

His method of life was commonly this: After he came to be emperor, he
used to rise very carly, often before daybreak. Having read over his
letters, and the breviaries of all the offices about court, he ordered his friends
to be admitted ; and whilst they were paying him their <ompiiments, he
would put on his shoes and dress himself.  Then, after the despatch of such
business as was brought before him, he rode out in his chaise or chair; and,
upon his return, laid himself down upon his couch to sleep, accompanied by
some of his concubiues, of whom he had taken a great number into ‘his
service upon thy: death of Cienis. After rising from his couch, he entered the
bath, and then went to supper. They say he never was more easy or oblig-
ing than at that time; and therefore those about him always seized that
opportunity, when they had any favour to request of him.

He chiefly aftected wit upon his own shameful means of raising money, to
wipe off the odium by meansof a little jocularity. One of his ministers, who was
much in his favour, requesting of him a stewardship for some person, under
pretence of being his brother; he put off the affair, but sent for the person
who was the candidate, and having squeezed out of him as much money as
he had agreed to give his solicitor, he appointed him immediately to the place.
The minister soon after renewing his application, *“You must,” said he,
»make a brother of somebody else; for he svhom you took for yours is really
mine.”  Once upon a journey suspecting that his mule driver had alighted
to shoe his mules, only to give time and opportunity to one that had a
lawsuit depending to speak to him, he asked him how much he had for
shoeing, and would have a share of the profit. Some deputies having
come to acquaint him that a large statue, which would cost a vast sum, was
ordered to be erected for him at the public charge, he bade them erect it
immediately, showing them his hand hollowed, and saying there was a
base readv for it.}

Eveii' when Vespasian was under the apprehensions and danger of death,
he would not forbear his jests. TFor when, amongst other prodigies, the
mausoleum of the Ciesars flew open on a sudden, and a blazing star appeared
in the heavens, one of the prodigies, he said, concerned Julia Calvina, who
was of the family of Augustus; and the other, the king of the Parthians,
who wore his hair long. And when his distemper first seized him, ‘I sup-
pose,” said he, *1 am going to be a god.”

(! All the gossip about the avarice of Vespasian seems to have resulted (1) from his increased
taxaticn, and (2)-from his economy. Such examples of huwmour as those here given were distorted
into proofs of avarice.]
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Titus, who had the same cognomen with his father, wits [savs Suetonius)
the darling and delight of mankind, (so much did he possess’ of happy en-
dowments, to conciliate the favour of all; and what is extremely difiienlt
indeed, after he came to be cmperors for before that period, even (lu'r’intr
the reign of his father, he lay under the displeasure and censure of th?:
public). He WS born upon (Il}‘ third of the calends of Junuary, in the
year remarkable for the death of Caligula, near the Septizonium, in a mean
house, and a small dark chamber,

He was educated gt court with Britannieus, instructed in the same parts
of literature, and under the same masters with him.  During this time, they
say, that a physiognomist, being brought by Narcissus, the freedman of
Claudius, to inspeet Britannicus, positively aflivmed that he would never
come ta Le emperor, but that Titus, who stood by, would. They were so
familiar, that Titus being next him at table, is thought to have tasted of the
fatal potion which put an end to Britannicus’ life, and to have contracted
from it a distemper which remained with him a long time. The remem-
brance of #ll these circumstances being fresh in his mind, he erected a golden
statue of him in the palace, dedicated to him another ou horseback, of ivory,
and attended it in the Circensian procession.

He was, when a boy, remarkable for fine accomplishments bgth of body
and mind ; and as he advanced in years, they became sill more conspicuous.
He had a graceful person, combining an equal mixture of majesty angl sweet-
ness; was very strong, though not tall, and somewhat big-bellied.  Hée was
endowed with an excellent memory, and a capacity for all the arts of peace
and war; was a perfect master in the use of arms, and in riding the great
horse ; very ready in the Latin and Greck tongues, as well in verse as prose ;
and such was the facility he possessed in both, that he would harangue and
versify extempore. Nor was he unacquainted with musie, but would both sing
and play upon the harp very finely, and with judgment. I have likewise
been informed by many, that he was remarkably quick in the writing of
shorthand, would in merriment and jest engage with his secretaries in the
imitation of any hands lLe saw, and often say, *that he was admirably quali-
fied for forgery.”

Upon the expiration of his quiwstorship, he was made commander of a
legion, and took the two strong cities of Tarichea and Gamala in Judea;
and in a battle having his horse slain under him, he mounted another,
whose rider he was engaged with, and killed.

Soon after. when Galba came to be emperor, he was despatched away to
congratulate him upon the occasion, and turned the eyes of all people upon
him, wherever he came, it being the general opinion amongst them, that the
emperor had sent for him with a design to adopt him for lds son.  But find-
ing all things again in confusion, he turned back upon the road; aifd going
to consult the oracle of Venus at Paphos about his voyage, he received assur-
ances of obtaining the empire for himself. In this prediction he was joon
after confirmed; and being left to finish the reduction of dudea, in the last
assault upon Jerusalem, he slew seven of the men that defended it, with just
80 many arrows, and took it upon his daughter's birthday. Upon this occa-
sion, the soldiers expressed so much jo: and fondness for him, that, in their
congratulation of him, they unanimously saluted him by the title of em-
peror; and, upon his quitting the province soon after, would needs have
detained him, earnestly begging of him, and that not without {Meats, “either



248 THE HISTORY OF ROME

[79-81 A.p.]
to stay, or to take them all with him.” This incident gave rise to a suspi-
cion of his heing engaged in a design to rebel against his father, and claim
for himself the goyernment of the East; and the suspicion increased, when,
on his way to Alexandria, he wore a diadem at the consecration of the ox
Apis at Memphis; which though he did only in compliance with an ancient
religious usage of the country, yet there were some who put a bad construc-
tion upon it. Making therefore what haste he could into Italy, he arrived
first at Rhegium, and sailing thence in a merchant ship tq Puteoli, went to
Rome with all possible expedition. Presenting himself unexpectedly to his
father, he said, by way
of reflection upon the
rashness of the reports
raised against him, «I
am come, father, I am
come.”

From that time he
constantly acted as part-
ner with his father in
the government, and in-
deed as guardian of it.
He triumphed with his
father, bore jointly wijth
him the office of censor;
and was, besides, his
colleague not only in
the tribunitian author-
ity, but seven consul-
ships. Taking upon
himself the care and in-
spection of all offices, he
dictated letters, wrote
proclamations in his
father’s name, and pro-
nounced his speeches in
the senate, in room of
the questor. He like-
. wise took upon him the

Titus command of the guard,
(From a bust in the Vatican) which before that time
had never been held by
any but a Roman knight, and behaved with great haughtiness and violence,
taking off without scruple or delay all those of whom he was most jealous,
after he }kad secrutly engaged people to disperse themselves in the theatres
and camp, and demand them as it were by general consent to be delivered
up to punishment. Amongst these he invited to supper A. Cacina, a man
of consular rank, whom he ordered to be stabbed at his departure, imme-
diately after he<had got out of the room. To this act he was provoked by
an imminent danger; for he had discovered a writing under the hand of
Cacina, containing an account of a plot carried on amongst the soidiery.
By this means, thongh he provided indeed for the future security of his
family, yet for' the present he so much incurred the hatred of the people,
that scarcely gver anyone came to the empire with a more odious character,
or was more universally disliked.
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~ Besides his cruelty, he lay under the suspicion of luxury, because he
would continue his revels until midnight with the most riotous of his ac-
quaintance. Nor was he less suspected of excessive lewdnegss, because of the
swarms of favourites and eunuchs about him, and his well-known intrigue
with Queen Berenice, to whom he was likewise reported to have promised
marriage. He was supposed, besides, to be of a rapacious disposition ; Yor
it is certain, that, in causes which came before his father, he used to offer
his interest to salg, and take bribes. In short, people openly declared an
unfavourable opinion of him, and said he would prove another Nero. This
prejudice howeyer turned out in the end to his advantage, and enhanced his’
praises not a little, because he was found to possess no vicious propensities,
but on the contrary the noblest virtues. His entertainments were pleasant
rather than extravagant; and he chose such a set of friends, as the following
princes acquiesced in as necessary for them and the government. He sent
away Berenice from the city immediately, much against both their inclina-
tions. Some of his old favourites, though such adepts in dancing that they
bore an uncontrollable sway upon the stage, he was so far from treating with
any extraordinary kindness, that he would not so much as see them in any
public assedbly of the people. He violated no private property; and if ever
man refrained from injustice, he did; nay he would not accept of the allow-
able and customary contributions. Yet he was inferior to none of the princes
before him, in point of generosity. Having opened his amphitheatre, and
built some warm baths close by it with great expedition, he entertained the
people with a most magnificent public diversion. He likewise exhibited a
naval fight in the old naumachia, besides a combat of gladiators ; and in one
day brought into the theatre five thousand wild beasts of all kinds.

He was by nature extremely benevolent. For whereas the emperors after
Tiberius, according to the example he had set them, would not admit the
grants made by former princes to be valid, unless they received their own
sanction, he confirmed them all by one general proclamation, without waiting
until he should be addressed upon the subject. Of all who expressed a desire
of any favour, it was his constant practice to send none away without hopes. .
And when his ministers insinuated to him, as if he promised more than he
could perform, he replied, “Nobody ought to go away sad from an audience
of his prince.” Once at supper, reflecting that he had done nothing for any
that day, he broke out into that memorable and justly admired saying,
“ Friends, I have lost a day.”

He treated in particular the whole body of the people upon all occasions
‘with so much complaisance, that, upon promising them an entertainment of
gladiators, he declared, *“ He should manage it, not according to his own
fancy, but that of the spectators,” and did accordingly. He denied them
nothing, and very frankly encouraged them to asLx what they pleased. Being
a favourer of the gladiators called Thraces, he would, as such, f.geo’uently
indulge a freedom with the people both- in his words and gestures, but
always with the least violation either of his imperial dignity or justice. To
omit no occasion of acquiring popularity, he would let the common peqple
be admitted into his bath, even when he made use of it kimself. There
happened in his reign some dreadful accidents, as an eruption of Mount
‘Vesuvitis in Campania, and a fire in Rome which continued during three
days and three nights, besides a plague, such as was scarcely ever known
before. Amidst these dismal calamities, he not only discovered all the con-
~cern that might be expected from a prince, but a paternal affection for l}ls
people; one while comforting them by his proclamations, and another while
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assisting them as much as was in his power. He chose by lot, from amongst
the men of consular rank, commissioners for the relief of Campania.

The estates of those who hag perished by the eruption of Vesuvius, and
who had left no neirs, he applied to the repair of such cities as had been
damaged by that accident. In respect of the public buildings destroyed in
the fire of the city, he declared that nobody should be a loser by them but
himself. Accordingly, he applied all the ornaments of his palaces to the
decoration of the temples, and purposes of public utility, and appointed
several men of the equestrian order to superintend the work. For the relief
of the people during the plague, he employed, in the way of sacrifice and
medicine, all means both 'numan and divine. Amongst the calamities of the
times, were informers, and those who employed them ; a tribe of miscreants
who had grown up under the license of former reigns. These he frequently
ordered to be lashed or well cudgeled in the Forum, and then, after he had
obliged them to pass through the amphitheatre as a public spectacle, com-
manded them to be sold for slaves, or else banished them into some rocky
islands. And to discourage the like practices for the future, amongst other
things, he forbade anyone to be proceeded against upon several laws for the
same fact, and that the condition of persons deceased should, afier a certain
number of years, be exempt from all inquiry.

Having avowed that he accepted the office of high priest for the purpose
of preserving his hands undefiled, he faithfully adhered to his promise. For
after that time he was neither directly nor indirectly concerned in the death
of any person. though he sometimes was sufficiently provoked. He swore
that he “wduld perish himself, rather than prove the destruction of any
man.” Two. men of patrician quality being convicted of aspiring to the
empire, he only advised them to desist, saying, that sovereign power was
disposed of by fate, and promised them, that, if they had anything else
to desire of him, he would gratify them. Upon this incident, he immediately
sent messengers to the mother of one of them, that was at a great distance,
and concerned about her son, to satisfy her that he was safe. Nay he not
only invited them to sup with him, but next day, at a show of gladiators,
purposely placed them close by him ; and when the arms of the combatants
were presented to him, he handed them to the two associates. It is said
likewise, that upon being informed of their nativities, he assured them,
that some great calamity would sometime befall them, but from another
hand, not his. Though his brother was perpetually plotting against him,
almost openly spiriting up the armies to rebellion, and contriving to leave
the court with the view of putting himself at their head, yet he could not
endure to put him to death. So far was he from entertaining such a senti-
ment, that he would not so much as banish him the court, nor treat him with
less respect than before. But from his first accession to the empire, he con-
stantly declared him his partner in it, and that he should be his successor ;
begging of him'sometimes in private with tears, to make him a return of
the like affection.c

THE DESTRUCTION OF POMPEII AND HERCULANEUM

The reign of this excellent prince was marked by a series of public
calamities. Iie had reigned only two months when a tremendous volcanic
eruption, the first on record, from Mount Vesuvius spread dismay through
Italy. This"mountain kad hitherto formed the most beautiful feature in
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the landscape of Campania, being clad with vines and other agreeable trees
and plants. Earthquakes had of late years been of frequent occurrence;
but on the 24th of August the summit of the mountain sent forth a volume
of flame, stones, and ashes which spread devastation far and wide. The sky
to the extent of many leagues was enveloped in the gloom of night; the
fine dust, it was asserted, was wafted even to Egypt and Syria; and at Rome
it rendered the sun invisible for many days. Men and beasts, birds and
fishes perished alike. The adjoining towns of Pompeii and Herculaneum
were overwhelmed by the earthquake which attended the eruption, and
their inhabitants destroyed. Among those who lost their lives on this
occasion was Pliny, the great naturalist. He commanded the fleet at
Misenum, and his curiosity leading him to proceed to Stabim to view this
convulsion of nature more closely, he was suffocated by the pestilential air.

Dicn Cassius has left us a vivid picture of the memorable eruption
of Vesuveus: *The events which occurred in Campania,” he says, *were
calculated to arouse both fear and wonder; there, just as autumn was
approaching, a great fire suddenly broke out. Mount Vesuvius is near the
sea of Naples and contains a vast reservoir of fire. In former times the
whole mousftain was of the same height and the fire came from its very
centre; for this is the only spot which is in combustion ; the whole of the
outside is, even to this day, exempt from fire.  For this reason, since these
portions still remain intact while those of the centre crumbled away and
fell into dust, the surrounding peaks preserve their former elevation ; while
on another side the whole of the part ignited, having been svorn away by
time, has fallen in, leaving a cavity which, to compare small things with
great, gives to the mountain the general appearance of an amphitheatre.
On the top are trees and vines in great number, whilst the crater is the
prey of fire and exhales smoke by day and flame by night, so that it might
be supposed perfumes of every kind were being constantly burned within.
This phenomenon is manifested sometimes with more, sometimes with less
intensity; at times even cinders are thrown out when some great mass has
fallen in and stones fly about, driven by the violence of the wind. Noises
and rumblings proceed from the mountain, and it must be observed that
the apertures of the crater, which are some distance apart, are narrow and
hidden.

“Such is Vesuvius, and these manifestations are repeated nearly every
year. But the prodigies which occurred in earlier days, though to those
who gave them continued attention they appeared more than ordinary, may,
even if we take them all together, be regarded as trivial in comparison with
the occurrences of this period. This is what actually happened. Men,
numerous and huge, of a height exceeding that of any human being and
such as the giants are depicted, were seen to wander day and night, now
on the mountain, now in the surrounding district and in the towns, and
sometimes even walking in the air. Then suddenly there ‘came wnils and
violent tremblings of the ground, so that the whole plain shuddered and the
crests of the mountains leaped. At the same time noises arose, some sub-
terranean, resembling thunder, others, coming from the graund, were like
bellowings ; ‘the sea roared, and the sky, in echo, answered to its roarings.
After ¢his a fearful crash, like mountains hurtling against one another,
suddenly made itself heard; then first stones were thrown out with such
force that they reached the summit of the mountain; then hitge flames and
thick smoke which darkened the air and entirely hid the sun' as in an
eclipse.

.
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“ Night succeeded to day and darkness to light ; some fancied that the
giants were reawakening to life, for many phantoms in their likeness were
scen in the smoke .'md morcover a noise of trumpets was heard; others
thought that the whole world was about to be swallowed up in cha,os or
in ﬁu,. Thercfore some fled fmm theu' houses into the streets; others from
the streets into their houses, from the sea to the land and from the land to
the sea, devoured by fear and feeling that mytlnng at a distance was safer
than their present condition. At t]ne same time a progdigious qua.ntlty of
cinders was thrown up and filled the earth, the sea, and the air; other
scourges also descended indiscriminately upon mankind, on the country and
on thc herds, destroyed the fishes and the birds, and.iporeover engulfed two
whole cities, Herculaneum and Pompeii, with all the people who clmnced to
be scated in the theatre.  Finally there was so much dust that some of it
penetrated as far as Africa, Syria, Egypt, and
even Rome itself; darkening the air above that
city and covering the sun. There it gave rise
to a great panic which lasted several days, for
none knew what had happened and none could
guess what it was; men fancied tha'v: everything
had been reversed, that the sun was about to
disappear into the earth and the earth to be shot
up into the sky.

* For the moment these ashes did no greéat
Lharm to the Romans (it was later on that they
engendered a terrible contagious sickness), but
the vear following, another fire, starting above
around, dev oured a great part of Rome while
Titus was absent \mtln(r the scene of the disas-
ters in Campania. The temples of Serapis and
Isis, the Septa, the temple of Neptune, the baths
of Agrippa, the Pantheon, the Diribitorium, the
theatre of Balbus, the seena of Pompey's theatre,
the Porticus Octaviie, with the library, the tem-
ple of Jupiter Capitolinus, with the adjacent
temples, wereqthe prey of the flames. True is
it that this misfortune was due less to men than
to the gods; for from what I have said all may
judge of the other losses.  Titus sent two consu-
lars into Campania to establish colonies there and
gave the inhabitants, besides other sums, those
\\ludl fell in from citizens dying without heirs;
but lie received none either from individuals,

Cov gy or e SeweLe o OF towns, or Kings, in spite of many gifts and
Jurirer, Ko promises on the part of many of them how-
ever this did not prevent his re cstabhbhmc

everything from his own resources.” s

It will be obscrved that Dion writes from the standpoint of a Roman,
and with only incidental reference to the loss of Pompeii and Herculaneum,
which cities evidently had no very great contemporary importance. “Yet, as
has been poiuted out, the burial of these cities resulted in the preservation
of a mass of* documents which, brought to hght some eighteen centuries
later, furnishes such testimony to the manners and customs of the time as
13 prcscntcd by no other evidence extant.
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PLINY’S ACCOUNT OF THE ERUPTION

Further details of the disaster at Pompeii arc given by Pliny the
Younger¢ in two letters written to Tacitus, with the in®ntion of furnish-
ing that historian with correct materials relative to the event.” He says:

It appears that many and frequent shocks of earthquake had been flt
for some days previously ; but as these were phenomena by no means
uncommon in Campania, extraordinary alarm was not excited by that
circumstance, untll, about one o'clock in the afternoon of the 24th of
August, a vast and singular cloud was seen to clevate itself in the atmos-
phere. From what mountain it proceeded was flot readily discernible at
Misenum, where Pliny the elder (at that time) held the command of the
Roman fleet. This cloud continued arising in an uniform column of smoke,
which varied in brightness, and was dark and spotted, as it was more or less
impregnaded with earth and cinders. Having attained an immense eleva-
tion, expanding itself, it spread out horizontally, in form like the branches
of the pine, and precipitated the burning materials with which it was charged
upon the many beautiful but ill-fated towns which stood thick upon this
delightful goast. The extraordinary phenomenon now excited the curi-
osity of Pliny, who ordered a vessel to be prepared for the purpose of pro-
ceeding to a nearer inspection ; but meeting some of the fugitives, and
learning its destructive effects, his curiosity was changed to commiseration
for%he distressed, to whose succour he immediately hastened.

On approaching Retina, the cinders falling hotter as well as in greater
quantity, mixed with pumice-stone, with black and broken pieces of burning
rock ; the retreat and agitation of the sea driven backwards by the convul-
sive mation of the earth, together with the disrupted fragments hurled from
the mountain on the shore, threatened destruction to anything which
attempted to advance. Pliny therefore ordered the ship to be steered towards
Stabiz, where he found the alarm so great, that his friend Pomponianus had
already conveyed his more portable property on board a vessel. The histo-
rian, less apprehensive, after partaking of a meal with his friend, went to
bed ; but was, however, soon obliged to remove, as, had he remained much
longer, it was feared the falling cinders would have prevented the possibility
of forcing a way out of the room. Still the town had not yet been materially
affected, nor had the ravages of this great operation of nature reached
Misenum ; but suddenly broad refulgent expanses of fire burst from every
part of Vesuvius, and, shining with redoubled splendour through the gloom
of night which had come on, glared over a scene, now accompanied by the
increased horrors of a continued earthquake, which shaking the edifices
from their foundations, and precipitating their roofs upon the heads of the
affrighted beings who had thought to find $helter in them, threatened
universal desolation.

Driven from their homes, which no longer afforded secusity, the #fortu-
nate inhabitants sought refuge in_the fields and open places, covering their
heads with pillows, to protect themselves from the increasing fall of stones
agd volcanic matter, which accumulated in such quantity, as to render it
difficult to withdraw the feet from the mass, after remaining still some
minutes ; but the continuance of internal convulsion still persecuted them;
their chariots agitated to and fro, even propped with stones, were not to
be kept steady ; while, although now day elsewhere, yét here most intense
giarkness was rendered more appalling by the fitful gleams of torches, at
Intervals obscured by the transient blaze of lightning.
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Multitudes now crowded towards the beach, as the sea, it was imagined,
would afford certain means of retreat; but the boisterous agitation of that
element, alvernately rolling on the shore, and thrown back by the convulsive
motion of the eafth, leaving the marine animals upon the land it retreated
from, precluded every possibility of escape.

At length, preceded by a strong sulphurous stench, a black and dread-
ful cloud, skirted on every side by forked lightning, burst into a train of
fire and igneous vapour, descended over the surface of the ocean, and covered
the whole bay of the crater, from the island of Caprew to the promontory of
Misenum with its noxious exhalations ; while the thick smoke, accompanied
by a slighter shower of ashes, rolled like a torrent among the miserable and
affrighted fugitives, who, in the utmost consternation, increased their
danger by pressing forward in crowds, without an object, amidst darkness
and desolation ; now were heard the shrieks of women, screams of children,
clamours of men, all accusing their fate, and imploring death, the deliver-
ance they feared, with outstretched hands to the gods, whom many thought.
about to be involved, together with themselves, in the last eternal night.

Three days and nights were thus endured in all the anguish of suspense
and uncertainty ; many were doubtless stifled by the mpephi‘ic vapour;
others spent with the toil of forcing their way through deep and almost
impassable roads, sank down to rise no more; while-those who escaped,
spread the alarm, with all the circumstances of aggravation and horror
which their imaginations, under the influence of fear, suggested. At length
a gleam of light appeared, not of day, but fire ; which, passing, was suc-
ceeded by an’intense darkness, with so heavy a shower of ashes, that it
became necessary to keep the feet in motion to avoid being fixed and buried
by the accumulation. On the fourth day the darkness by degrees kegan to
clear away, the real day appeared, the sun shining forth sickly as in an
eclipse ; but all nature, to the weakened eyes, seemed changed ; for towns
and fields had disappeared under one expanse of white ashes, or were doubt-
fully marked, like the more prominent objects, after an alpine fall of snow.

If such be the description of this most tremendous visitation, as it affected
Stabize and Misenum, comparatively distant from the source of the calamity,
what must have been the situation of the unfortunate inhabitants of Pompeii,
so near, of Herculaneum, within its focus? Must we not conclude that, at
the latter place at least, most of those not overwhelmed by the torrents of
stony mud which preceded others of flaming lava, burying their city sixty
feet under the new surface, were overtaken by the showers of volcanic matter
in the field, or drowned in attempting to escape by sea, their last but hope-
less resource, since it appears to have received them to scarcely less certain
destruction ? ,

The emperor Titus, whose great and good qualities here found every op-
vertunity for their display, immediately hastened to this scene of affliction ;
appoifed curatores, persons of consular dignity, to set up the ruined build-
ings, and take charge of the effects of those who perished without heirs, for
the benefit of the surviving sufferers; to whom he remitted all taxes, and
afforded that relief the nature of their circumstances required ; personally
encouraging the desponding, and alleviating the miseries of the sufferers,
until a calamity of an equally melancholy description recalled him- to the
capital, where [as we have just been told by Dion Cassius] a most destruc-
tive fire laying wiste nearly half the city, and raging three days without
intermission, was succeeded by a pestilence, which for some time is said to
have carried-off ten thousand persons daily.”
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AGRICOLA IN BRITAIN

It was in the time of Vespasian and Titus that the famous Ageicola cam-
igned in Britain. In his first summer there (78), he led his forces into
the country of the Ordovices, in whose mountain passes the war of indepen-
dence still lingered, drove the Britons across the Menai straits, and pursued
them into Anglesea, as Suetonius had done before him, by boldly crossing the
boiling current in the face of the enemy. The summer of 79 saw him advance
northward into th@territory of the Brigantes, and complete the organisation
of the district, lately reduced, between the Humber and Tyne. Struck per-
baps with the natural defences of the line from #he Tyne to the Solway,
where the island seemts to have been broken, as it were, in the middle and
goldered unevenly together, he drew a chain of forts from sea to sea, to pro-
tect the reclaimed subjects of the southern valleys from the untamed barba-
rians who roamed the Cheviots and the Pentlands.

To penetrate the stormy wilds of Caledonia, and track to their fastnesses
the hordes of savages, the Ottadini, Horesti, and Meatw, who flitted among
them, was an enterprise which promised no plunder and little glory. The
legions of Bpme, with their expensive equipments, could not hope even to
support themselves on the bleak mountain sides, unclaimed by men and
abandoned by nature. His camps on the Tyne and Irthing were the maga-
zines from which Agricola’s supplies must wholly be drawn; the ordinary
tesm of a provincial prefecture was inadequate to a long, a distant, and an
aimless adventure. But Vespasian had yielded to the ardour of his favourite
lieutenant ; ample means were furnished, and ample time was allowed. In the
third year of his command (80) Agricola pushed forward along the eastern
coast, aind making good with roads and fortresses every inch of his progress,
reached, perhaps, the Firth of Forth. He had here reached the point
where the two seas are divided by an isthmus less than forty miles in breadth.
Here he repeated the operations of the preceding winter, planting his camps
and stations from hill to hill, and securing a new belt of territory, ninety
miles across, for Roman occupation. The natives, scared at his presence and
fleeing before him, were thus thrust, in the language of Tacitus, as it were
into another island. For a moment the empire seemed to have found its
northern limit. Agricola rested through the next summer, occupied in the
organisation of his conquests, and employed his fifth year (82) also in
strengthening his position between the two isthmuses, and reducing the
furthest corners of the province, whence the existence of a new realm was
betrayed to him. The grassy plains of teeming Hibernia offered a fairer
prey than the gray mountains which frowned upon his fresh entrenchments,
and all their wealth, he was assured, might be secured by the valour of a
single legion. But other counsels prevailed ; Agricola turned from the

Mull of Galloway, and Ireland was left to her fogs and feuds for elever
more centuries.

THE DEATH OF TITUS

Meanwhile [says Suetonius], Titus was taken off by an untimely death,
more to,the loss of mankind than himself. At the close of the public diver-
stons with which he entertained the people, he wept bitterly before them all,
and then went away for the count-y of the Sabines, very ntelaneholy, because
;“ctlm, when about to be sacrificed, had made its escape, and louq thunder

ad been heard during a serene state of the atmosphere. At the first stage
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on the road, he was seized with a fever, and being carried thence in a sedan,
they say that he put by the curtains, and looked up to heaven, complaining
heavily, that his life was taken from him, though he had done nothing to
deserve it; for tlere was no action of his that he had occasion to repent
of, but one. What that was, he neither intimated himself, nor is it easy
for any to conjecture. Some imagine that he alluded to the unlawful famil-
iarity which he had formerly had with his brother’s wife. But Domitia
solemnly denied it with an oath; which she would never have done, had
there been any truth in the report ; nay, she would ceriainly have boasted
] of it, as she was forward
enough to do in regard to
all her shameful intrigues.
He died in the same
villa where his father had
done before him. upon the
ides of September; two
~ years, two months, and
twenty days after he had
succeeded his father ; and
in the one and fortieth year
of his age. Assoon as the
news of his death was pub-
lished, all people motrmed
for him, as for the loss of
some near relation. The
senate, before they could
be summoned by proclama-
tion, drew together, and
locking the doors of their
house at first, but afterwards opening them, gave him such thanks, and
heaped upon him such praises now he was dead, as they never had done
whilst he was alive and present amongst them.c
The reigns of Vespasian and Titus were marked by two important cir-
cumstances. The monarchical form of government, for the first time since
the reign of Augustus, showed itself conducive to the culture, morals,
outward well-being, and comforts of life. Besides this, the great unity of
the Roman Empire, as one state, had its beginning under these emperors,
or in other words, from that time forward, little by little, the provinces
ceased to be subordinate parts of the body politic, in which until now, with
the exception of a few towns and individuals, only the inhabitants of Italy
had been citizens, and all others subjects. The latter change was not
only maintained after the: death of Titus, but spread itself later over all
the empire. On the other hand, the benefits conferred on the empire by the
perSwal character of Vespasian and Titus were only temporary ; for the
prevalent weakness, and instability of opinion, and the lack of a definite
and firmly established constitution, made every bad ruler exercise a great
personal influence, and his example had a stronger effect on the life and
morals of the people than his administration. It would have been impos-
sible even for the best ruler to introduce a better organisation gmong a
people, the great majority of whom had already sunk too low, and who
flattered and served every tyrant and every'vice, in order to enjoy them-
selves undisturbed. This was shown immediately after the death of Titus,
under the reign of his brother Domitian.d

ArcH oF Titus, ROME
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Ere Titus had breathed his last, Domitfn cansed evesy one to abandon
him, and raounting his horse rode to the practorian camp, and cansed himself
to be saluted emperor by the soldiers.  Like most bad emperors, Domitian
commenced Hiis reign with popular actions, and a portion of his good quali-
ties adhered to him for some time.! Such were his liberality (for no man
was [reer from avgrice) and the strictness with which he looKed after the
administration of justice, both at Rome and in the provinces. Ilis passion
for building was extreme; not content with restorgng the Capitol, the Pan-
theon, and othcr edifigess injured or destroyed by the late conflagration, he
huilt or repaircd several others; and on all, old and new alike, he inseribed
his own name, without noticing the original founder.

Domitian was of a moody, melancholy temper, and he loved to indulge in
~iitnde. Hix chief occupation when thus alone, we are told, was to catch
flics, andl pierce them with o sharp writing-style; hence Vibius Crispus,
being asked one day if there was any one within with Cicesar, replied, * No,
not so much as a fly.”  Among the bhetter actions of the early years of this
prinee, may ‘be ndticed the following. e strictly forbade the abominable
practice of making cunuchs, for which he deserves praise: though it was
said that his motive was not so much a love of justice as a desire to depreci-
ate Jhe memory of his brother, who had @ partiality for these wretchetl beings.
Domitian also at this time punished three vestals who had broken their vows
of chastity; but instead of burying them alive, he allowed them to ¢hoose
their mode of death.

In the hope of acquiring military glory, he undertook (83) an expedition
to Germany, under the pretence of chastising the Chatti. Dut he merely
crossed the Rhine, pillaged the friendly tribes and returned to celebrate the
triumph which the senate had deereed him.  While, however, he was thus
trinmphing for imaginary conquests, real ones continued to he achieved in
Britain by Cn. Julius Agricola, to whom, as we have scen, Vespasian and
Titus had committed the affairs of that island (78). He had conquered the
country as far as the firths of Clyde and Forth, and (83) defeated the Caledo-
nians in a great battle at the foot of the Grampians. Domitian, though
inwardly grieved, affected great joy at the success of Agricola; he caused
triumphal honours, a statue, and so forth to be decreed him by the senate,
and gave out that he intended appointing him to the government of Syria;
but when Agricola returned to Rome, alter having fully established the
Roman power in Britain, Domitian received him with coldness, and never
employed him again.

The country on the lcft bank of the lower Danube, the modern Transyl-
vania, Wallachia, Moldavia was at this time inhabited by a portion of the
Sarmatian or Slavonian race named the Dacians, and remafkable for shreir
valour. The extension of the Roman frontier to the Danube in the time of
Augustus, had caused occasional collisions with this martial race; bhut no
war of any magnitude occurred till the present reign.  The prince of the
Dacians at this time, named Decebalus, was one of those encrgclic characters
often to Le found among barbarous tribes, to whom nature has given all the
clements ol greatness, but fortune has w-=iorned a narrow and inglorious stage
for their exhibition. It was @robubly the desire of miligary glory and of
Plunder, rather than fear of the avarice of Domitian, the only cause assigned,

(* Domitian is called ** bad** partly because he opposed the senate.]
M. W, — YVOL, V1. §
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that made Decebalus at this time (86) set at nought the treaties subsisting
“with the Remans, and lead his martial hordes over the Danube. The troops
that opposed them: were routed dnd cut to pieces; the garrisons and castles
were taken, and apprehensions were entertained for the winter quarters of
the legions. The danger seemed so imminent, that the general wish was
manifested for the conduct of the war being committed to Agricola; and
the imperial freedmen, some from good, others from evil motives, urged their
master to compliance. But his jealousy of that illustrions man was invin-
cible, and he resolved to superintend the war in person.

Domitian proceeded t> Illyricum, where he was met by Dacian deputies
with proposals of peace, on condition of a capitaticr tax of two oboles a
head being paid to Decebalus. - The emperor forthwith ordered Cornelius
Fuscus, the governor of Illyricum, to lead his army over the Danube, and
chastise the insolent barbarians. Iuscus passed the river by a bridge of
boats ; he gained some advantages over the enemy, but his army was finally
defeated and himself slain. Domitian, who had returned to Rome, hastened
back to the seat of war; but instead of heading his troops, he stopped in a
town of Mesia, where he gave himself up to his usual pleasures, leaving the
conduct of the war to his generals, who, though they met with soiue reverses,
were in general successful; and Decebalus was reduced to the necessity of
suing for peace. Domitian refused to grant it; but shortly after, having
sustained® a defeat from the Marcomans whom he wished to punish fox. got
having assisted him against the Dacians, he sent to offer peace to Decebalus.
The Pacian was not in a condition to refuse it, but he would seem to have
dictated the terms; and in effect an annual tribute was henceforth paid to
him by the Roman emperor. Domitian, however, triumphed for the Dacians
and Marcomans, though he paid tribute to the former, and had been defeated
by the latter.

During the Dacian War (88), L. Antonius, who commanded in Upper
Germany, having been grossly insulted by the emperor, formed an alliance
with the Alamanni, and caused himself to be proclaimed emperor. But
L. Maximus marched against him, and the Alamanni, having been prevented
from coming to his aid by the 1ising of the Rhine, he was defeated and slain.

Maximus wisely and humanely burned all his papers, but that did not
prevent the tyrant from putting many pérsons to death as concerned in the
revolt.

A war against the Sarmatians, who had cut to pieces a Roman legion, is
placed by the chronologists in the year 93. Domitian conducted it in person,
after his usual manner ; but instead of triumphing, he contented himself with
suspending a laurel crown in the Capitol. Thisis the last foreign transaction
of his reign.e .

. Domitian’s principal faults were an immoderate pride, boundless prodi-
galtes, and a echildish desire to distinguish himself. His appearance, his
voice, and, in short, his whole bearing betrayed a proud and despotic nature.
By his unrestrained prodigalities he was drawn into avarice and rapacity,
atd his fear of intrigues made him cruel. Spoilt by indulgences in early
youth, as emperor he gave way to an unbridled taste for public amuse-
ments, cruel sports, gladiatorial games, chariot races, and a foolish passion
for building. These extravagances entailed a continual lack of” money,
which drove him to oppression and cruelty. At the last, he hated and
avoided mankind as Tiberius had done and became insane like Caligula.
He was not. wanting in intellectual abilities ; as a young man he had made
very good verses, had composed a poem on the conquest of Jerusalem, and
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bad written a better translation of the poem of Aratus on the stars, than
Cicero and Germanicus. As soon as he succeeded to the threne, he con-
sidered it beneath his dignity to occupy Nimself with imtellectual things ;
from thenceforth he only studied the records and journals of Tiberius, and
left the composition of his letters, ordinances, and speeches almost entirely
to others.

The first part of his reign was better than might have been expected
from his charactar. In its early years he showed no avarice, but was
inclined to be generous and magnanimous. He issued some excellent,
ordinances, checked the malpractices of complainants and calumniators, as
well as the publicatien of lampoons, punished partisan judges with great
severity, and kept the officials in order with such energy, that none of them
dared to neglect their duties either in Rome or the provinces; and as the
historian Suetonius puts it, somewhat too strongly, the magistrates were
never more just or incorruptible than in his reign. IFor this reason, Domi-
tian was from the beginning hated by the senate, which was composed for
the most part of high public officials, especially as he showed himself in
every respecy far less favourably disposed towards the aristocracy than Ves-
pasian ana [itus.

When Domitian observed how few friends he had in the senate and upper
classes, he tried to win the populace by rich donations, public entertainments,
and brilliant revels, and granted the soldiers such a considerable rise in their
pay, that he himself soon saw the impossibility of meeting the great expense
so incurred. He increased the pay by one-fourth, and, since the finaifces ol
the state could not suffice for such an expenditure, he tried to have recourse
to a diminution of the number of the troops; but had to give up the idea,
for fear of disturbances, mutinies in the army, and the exposure of the
frontier to the attacks of the barbarians. Domitian had not much to fear
from the hatred of the senate; for though Vespasian had cast out its un-
worthy members and replaced them by men from the most distinguished
families of the whole empire, it was no better under Domitian than it had
been before.!

The great corruption of the Roman Empire of that time is manifest from
the fact that the changes instituted in the highest govermment departments
by the best among the emperors, Were only of service so long as a good and
powerful ruler was at the head of the government. The very senate, which
Vespasian had tried to purify, submitted under Domitian to every whim of
the tyrant. It is impossible to say which was the greater, the effrontery of
the emperor or the baseness of the highest court of the empire. Under two
worthy successors of Domitian, the same senators again proved themselves
reasonable and dignified, not because the spirit od the times had changed or
that they themselves had become better, but because the man who was at
the head of the state powerfully influenced the senate by hia characte.y and
so infused a better spirit into it.

It would be as wearisome for the historian as for the reader to enum-
erate the prodigalities, eccentricities, and cruelties to which Domitian abah-
doned himself more completely the longer he reigned. In his vanity he
declared himself a god like Caligula, caused sacrifices to be offered to him,
and introduced the custom of being styled ¢ Our lord and god™ in all pub-
lic ordinances and documents. IHe squandered immense sups on build-
ing, instituted the most magnificent. public games, and, like Tibgrius and

[* Or rather the improvement, though actual, was not at once manifest. |
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Nero, was slave to all sorts of excesses. In order to obtain the money he
required, he caused many rich people to be robbed of their goods or exe-
cuted on cvery kind of pretext. Not avarice alone, but suspicion and
fear drove him to acts of despotism and cruelty.d Little by little he
gained, it was alleged, an actual taste for tormenting his victims. It was
said that he took delight in being present at the torture and execution of
prisoners, and that by a refinement of cruelty, he often showed himself most
‘riendly towards those persons whose death he contemplated. But allow-
ance must be made in all this for the exaggeration of scandal-mongers.
That he was severe in stamping out all opposition, however, is not to be
questioned.¢  His hatred of the senators was inflamed by the discovery that
many of them shared in the conspiracy of Saturninus, a rebellious governor
of northern Germany. From that time to the end of his reign he was a
terror to the nobility, as well as to the stoics, whose teachings glorified
conspiracy and ¢ tyrannicide.” m

The citizens being defenceless, the senate without authority, the soldiers
as partial to Domitian as they had once been to Nero, and no one except his
confidants and servants daring to approach him, the tyrant wonld probably
never have been overthrown had he not, like Caligula, niade tliose around
him fearful for their lives. His own wife, Domitia, conspired with some of
those persons who had to write down or execute his cruel orders to destroy
him. Clrance once placed in the hands of Domitia a list of the condemged
on which the suspicious tyrant had written her name.  On the same list were
the.names of the two prefects of the guard, Norbanus and Petronius, and of
Parthenius, Domitian’s most trusted chamberlain, and it was therefore easy
for Domitia to bring about a conspiracy against her husband. To carry it
out was more difficult, for Domitian possessed great bodily strength, and in
his suspicion had taken all sorts of precautions against such attempts. The
tyrant was surprised in his sleeping apartment, and slain after a desperate
resistance. The guards were so enraged at the murder of Domitian that his
successor, Nerva, could not protect the conspirators from their anger, and
they were cut to pieces by the soldiers after their execution had been in
vain demanded of the new emperor.

After Domitian’s death the senate gave full vent to its hatred of the
tyrant. The statue of the murdered emperor was immediately destroyed
by its orders, his triumphal arches overthrown, and his name effaced from
all public monuments. The government was handed over to the old sena-
tor Cocceius Nerva, whom the conspirators had immediately proclaimed
emperor on Domitian’s death. It is most characteristic of those times that
Nerva was said to be raised to the throne, not so much on account of his
services to the state, but because, under Domitian, some astrologers had
said that the horoscope of this man pointed to his becoming emperor at some
[utuwe time.l At was universally believed that a celebrated philosopher,
Apollonius of Tyana, to whom supernatural powers were ascribed, wit-
nessed the murder of Domitian in the spirit at Ephesus at the same time
thet it took place, and publicly announced it to the people.d

Other supérstitions concerning the death of Domitian, together with
an account of the personal characteristics and habits of living of the em-
peror, and of the manner of his taking off, are given by Suetonius; this
biography being the concludi: one in the famoas work we have so frequently
quoted.a

(! The redl reasons were probably (1) that he was a senator, and (2) that his advanced age
gave the ambitious an opportunity to intrigue for the throne.]
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SUETONIUS ON THE DEATH AND CHARACTER OF DOMITIAN

With respect to the contrivance and exgcution of Domitian’s death, [he
says] the common account is this. The conspirators being in some doubt
when and where they should attack him, whether while he was in the bath,
or at supper, Stephanus, a steward of Domitilla’s, then under a prosecutfon
for defrauding his mistress, offered them his advice and assistance; and
wrapping up his left arm, as if it was hurt, in wool and bandages for some
days, to prevent suspicion, at the very hour appointed for the execution of
the plot, he made use of this further stratagem. He pretended to make a
discovery of a plot, and being for that reason admitted, he presented to the
emperor a writing, which whilst the latter was reading with the appearance
of one astonished, he stabbed him in the groin. But Domitian making resist-
ance, Clodianus, one of his chamberlains, Maximus a freedman of Parthenius’,
Saturius & superintendent of his bedchamber, with some gladiators, fell upon
him, and stabbed him in seven places. A boy that had the charge of the
Lares in his bedchamber, then in attendance as usual, when the transaction
was over, gave this further account of it; that he was ordered by Domitian,
upon receiaing hig first wound, to reach him a dagger which lay under his bol-
ster, and call in his servants ; but that he found nothing at the head of the bed,
excepting the hilt of a poniard, and that all the doors were secured ; that the
emperor in the meantime got hold of Stephanus, and throwing him upon the
ground, struggled a long time with him; one while endeavouring to wrench
his sword from him, another while, though his fingers were miserably man-
gled, to pull out his eyes. He was slain upon the 18th of the calends of
September, in the forty-fifth year of his age, and the fifteenth of his reign.
His corpse was carried out upon a common bier by the public bearers, and
buried by his nurse Phyllis, on an estate which had belonged to him by the
Latin way, not far from Rome. But his remains were afterwards privately
conveyed into the temple of the Flavian family, and mixed with the ashes
of Julia, Titus’ daughter, whom the same woman had likewise nursed.

He was of a tall stature, a modest countenance, and very ruddy; had large
eyes, but dim-sighted. His person was graceful, and in his youth completely
such, excepting only that his toes were bent somewhat inward. He was at
last disfigured by baldness, a fat belly, and the slenderness of his legs, which
were reduced by a long illness. He was so sensible how much the modesty
of his countenance recommended him, that he once made this boast to the
senate, “ Thus far you have approved of my disposition and countenance
too.” He was so much concerned at his baldness, that he took it as an
affront upon himself, if any other person was upbraided with it, either in
jest or earnest.

He was so incapable of bearing fatigue, that he scarcely ever walked
about the city. In his expeditions and on a march, he seldom made usesofa
horse, riding generally in a chair. He had no inclination for the eXercise
of arms, but was fond of the bow. Many have seen him kill a hundred wild
beasts, of various kinds, at his seat near Alba, and strike his arrows into their
heads with such dexterity, that he would, at two discharges af his bow, plant
as it were a pair of horns upon them. He would sometimes direct his arrows
against the hand of a boy standing at a distance, and expanded as a mark for
him, with such exactness, tyat they all passed betwixt his fingers without
hurting him. '

In the beginning of his reign, he laid aside the study of the libenal sciences,
though he took care to restore, at a vast expense, the libraries witich had been
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burned down, by collecting copies from all parts, and sending scribes to Alex-
andria, either to copy or correct from the repository of books at that place.
Yet he never applied himself to the reading of history or poetry, or to exer-
cise his pen for hi§ own improvement. He read nothing but the commen-
tarvies and acts of Tiberius Cicsar. His letters, speeches, and proclamations
were all drawn up for him by others, though he would talk speciously, and
sometimes express himself in sentiments worthy of notice. I could wish,”
said he once,* that I was but as handsome as Mettius fancies himself to be.”
And the head of one whosc hair was part yellow and part gray, he said *“was
snow sprinkled with mead.”

He said *the condition of princes was very misgrable, who were never
credited in the discovery of a plot, until they were murdered.” When he
had no business, he diverted himself at play, even upon days that were not
festivals, and in the morning. He entered the bath by noon, and made a
plentiful dinner, insomuch that he seldom ate more at supper than'a Matian
apple, to which he added a small draught of wine, out of a round-bellied jug
which he used. He gave frequent and splendid entertainments, but com-
monly in a hurry, for he never protracted them beyond sunset and had no
drinking repast after. For, until bed-time, he did nothing.else byt walk by
himself in private.

The people bore his death with much unconcern, but the soldiery with
great indignation, and immediately endeavoured to have him ranked amoggst
the gods. Though~eady to revenge his death, however, they wanted some
person.to head them; but this they effected soon after, by resolutely demand-
ing’the punishment of all those that had been concerned in his assassination.
On the other hand, the senate was so overjoyed, that they assembled in all
haste, and in a full house reviled his memory in the most bitter terms{ order-
ing ladders to he brought in, and his shields and images to be pulled down
betore their eyes, and dashed in pieces upon the spot against the ground;
passing at the same time a decree to obliterate his titles everywhere, and
abolish all memory of him forever. A few months before he was slain, a
crow spoke in the Capitol these words, ¢ All things will be well.” Upon
this prodigy, some person put the following construction :

“ Nuper Tarpeio qua sedit culmine cornirx,
¢ Est bene,” non potuit dicere; dixit, ¢ Erit.””

“ The crow, which late on Tarpey one might see,
Could not say, all was well, but said, "twill be.”

They say likewise that Domitian dreamed he had a golden hump grow out of
the back of his neck, whichalie considered as a certain sign of happy days
for the empire atter him. Such an auspicious change [concludes Suetonius]
shortly after hioppened, by the justice and moderation of the following
emperors.¢

A RETROSPECTIVE GLANCE OVER THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FIRST
CENTURY OF EMPIRE

In more senses than one the fall of the lait of the Flavians marks the
termination of an epoch.  As Suetonius intimates, the empire was about to
enter upon a period of better days. The century and a quarter through
which it had just passed had been one of stress and disaster. Of the eleven
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emperors whose lives compassed the period, eight met with violent deaths.
Under these conditions there must have been a feeling of uncertainty, of the
instability of human affairs and human life permeating the veryair. It was
pre-eminently a time when might made right, and except for the relatively
brief periods when the good emperors Vespasian and Titus were in power,
there was scarcely a time when any day might not logically enough be #x-
pected to bring forth a revolution. It required but a dagger thrust or the
administration of a poisoned morsel of food to close a reign or a dynasty.
And whether Nemesis came a few years earlier or a few years later was large¥y
a matter of chance, and in most cases a matter of no great moment; since
the new ruler was almost certain to be as bad as tl® last.

As we consider this story of despotic reigns and tragic endings, the first
thought that comes to the mind is, Why was such a state of things tolerated ?
Having put down such a man as Tiberius, why did the Romans submit, even
for a moment, to the rule of a Caligula? When such a character as Claudius
had been removed from the scene, why should the stage be reset for a Nero ?
The answer is not hard to find. It is inherent in the anomalous political
condition of the empire and the still more anomalous position of its ruler.
The real fidt is ghat the empire was no empire at all in the modern sense ;
from which it follows that the emperors had no such nominal position as the
name of the title which we give them conveys to modern ears.

True our modern word * emperor ” is the lineal descendant of the word
“imperator ”’; just as “kaiser” and *“czar” are the lineal descendants of the
word “cesar.” But modern usage has greatly modified the significance of
these words: and in dealing with the history of the early Roman Emipive it
must constantly be borne in mind tlmt. Casar was originally only the family
name of the great dictator and the first five imperators, having at first no
greater significance than any other patronymic; and that the word *im-
perator” meant and originally implied nothing more than general or com-
mander-in-chief of the army.

It will be recalled that Augustus— shrewd, practical politician that he
was — ardently deprecated the use of any word implying *lord ” or “ master ”
in connection with his name. He was the imperator of the army, the princeps
or leader of the senate, and the high pontiff (pontifex maximus) of church
and state. The practical powers which were either previously associated
with these offices or were gradually clustered about them by the genius of
Augustus, gave that astute leader all the power in fact that any modern
emperor possesses. But while exercising such truly imperial functions,
Augustus remained in theory an ordinary citizen, all his offices subject to
the mandate of the people. He lived unostentatiously; conducted himself
with the utmost deference towards his fellow-citizens; kept his actions for
the most part strictly within the letter of the Paw — albeit himself promul-
gating the laws ; and went through, even for the fifth time, the form of heing
appointed to his high office for a period of ten years.

He gained a hold on the affections of the people, as well as a dominating
influence over their affairs. They rejoiced to do him honour, conferring on
him not only the titles and dignities already mentioned, but the spetific
title of Augustus, in addition. Yet it must not be for a moment forgotten
that 0 one of these titles conveyed to the mind of the Roman people the
impression that would hawe been couveyed by the word *king.” Had
Augustus even in his very heyday of power dared to Assurae that title, it
may well be doubted whether he would not have met the fate of his illus-
trious uncle.
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And if this was true of Augustus, it was equally true of his successors in
the first century. To be sure, they succeeded to power much as one king
succeeds afiother. Augustus chpse Tiberius as his successor, and Tiberius
assumed the reins of power quite unopposed. But it must be noted that in
several cases, as in that of Tiberius and again when Nero succeeded Claudius,
the artful machinations employed to keep secret the death of the imperator
until his chosen successor could take steps to fortify himself with army and
senate, implied in themselves the somewhat doubtful character of the title
to succession.

In point of fact, there was no legal title to succession whatever. Until
the form of a choice by*the senate had been gone through with, the new
imperator had no official status. There was no question of the divine right
of succession. Indeed, how little the majesty that doth hedge a king availed
to sanctify the persons of the early imperators, is sufficiently evidenced in the
record of their tragic endings. Regicide is not unknown, to be sure, even
in the most stable monarchies; but where eight rulers out of eleven succes-
sive ones meet violent deaths, it is evident that the alleged royal power has
hardly the semblance of sanctity.

Meanwhile, the nominal form of government of the Romda, people re-
mained the same as under the commonwealth. Ostensibly, the senate was
still supreme. Consuls were elected year by year, as before ; and how widely
the imperial office differed from its modern counterpart is well evidenced by
the fact that the emperor was from time to time chosen consul, sharing the
dignity then with a fellow-citizen, who, theoretically, was his official equal.

JIfsuch was the nominal position of the emperor, what then was the real
secret of his actual power? It rested, not on the tradition of kingship, but
on the simple basis of military leadership. ¢Imperator,” as has been said,
implied “ commander of the legions”; and he who controlled the legions,
controlled the Roman Empire. That was the whole secret. There is noth-
ing occult or mysterious in it all. Rome’s position as mistress of the world
depended solely upon her army ; therefore, the man who controlled that army
was master of the world. Hence it followed that when the army chose an
imperator,! be it a youthful Otho or a senescent Galba, the senate had no
option but to ratify that choice with its approving ballot. If, as happened
after Nero’s death, the army chanced not $o be a unit in its choice, different
legions bringing forward each a candidate, the senate must indeed make a
decision, as for example, between Vitellius and Vespasian, but it was the
arbitrament of arms that ratified the selection. That the senate preferred
Vespasian to Vitellius would have signified little in the final result, had not
the army of the Flavians proved the stronger.

In a word then, this Roman Empire of the first century, whatever its
nominal status, is a veritable military despotism: it is not merely the im-
perator who is dependent upon the legions; the very nation itself is no less
depertdent. TIte bounds of the empire extend from the Euphrates to the
westernmost promontory of Spain and from Egypt to Britain. About this
territory, embracing the major part of the civilised world, is drawn an
impregnable cordon of soldiers. Twenty-five legions make up this chevauz-
de-frise of steel in the day of Tiberius. Eight legions are stationed along
the Rhine; three legions in Pannonia and two in Mcesia along the Danube;

[* Importancg attached primarily to the suffrage of the pratorian guards, who were stationed
at or near Rome. ‘The Roman populace itself had also to be considered. The legions stationed
at a distancemight support the pretorians, or might, on the other hand, bring forward their own
candidates, as s¥e have seen.]
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four legions are marshalled in Syria, two in Egypt, and one along the Medi-
terranean coast of Africa. Of the remaining five, two are in Dalmatia
and three in Spain. Almost four hundrgl thousand men make up these
legions. Under the successors of Augustus, Britain is invaded, and made,
like all the other frontiers, a camping-ground for armics. A glance at the
map will show how this great barrier of soldiers circles the mighty cm]n'rc.
Remove that barrier and the empire of Rome would shrink in a day [rom its
world-wide boundaries to the little peninsula of Italy, perhaps even to the
narrow confines of the city of Rome itself.

And why should it not be removed? What boots it to the citizen of
Rome that his name sljould be a word of terror to the uttermost nations of
the ancient world? "What matters it more than in name that Spain and
Gaul and Pannonia and Syria and Egypt acknowledge the sway of the
city on the Tiber? The reply is that it matters everything; for these
outlving provinces supply the life-blood of the empire. From these wide
dominions all roads, as the saying has it, lead to Rome; and every road is
worn deep with the weight of tribute. The legions that we have seen dis-
tributed all about the wide frontier were not placed there primarily to fight,
but to exac? tribute as the price of peace. Fight they did, to be sure; in
one region or another they were always fighting. But this warfare was kept
up primarily by the enemies of the state; Rome herself would seldom have
taken the aggressive, had the people along her frontier chosen to submit to
heT exactions. She demanded only money or its equivalent; granted that,
she was the friend and protector of all peoples within her domain.?

And sooner or later most of these peoples found that it was better to pay
tribute peacefully than to fight and be plundered. Here and there an
obstinate people like the Jews held out for a time, but the almost uniform
result was that ultimately the might of the legions prevailed ; and then there
followed indiscriminate pillage of everything worth taking, to glorify the
inevitable triumph of the Roman leader. The description of the treasures
that delighted the eves of the people of Rome when Titus and Vespasian
triumphed after the destruction of Jerusalem, is but a sample of what
occurred again and again in evidence of the prowess of Roman arms.

In the end, then, the provinces came to submit to the inevitable, however
sullenly, and they poured their wgalth into the hands of Rome's censors to
be passed on to the imperator, who deposited such portion as he chose into
the official coffers of the city. In the time of Augustus it is estimated that
the yearly tribute from the provinces amounted to from fifteen to twenty
millions of pounds (seventy-five to one hundred million dollars). This was
tribute proper, the literal price of peace. Nor was this all. Rome was the
centre of trade for all these provinces —the world emporium where the
merchant of Spain might barter with the merchant of Syria, and wlere
the produce of Gaul and Pannonia might be exchanged for the produce
of Egypt. All articles from whatever quarter were subject to Mnport
duty ; and all transactions of the market had to pay a percentage for
excise.

When all this is borne in mind it will appear how the imperator — at
once the commander of the legions and the keeper of the public purse —
was alde to dictate the laws, controlling not merely the property, but the
lives of his fellow-citizens ; $or the power of gold was no less — perhaps po

[* A most efficient protector, securing peace and good government. Bnt the submissive
peoples lost all national and military spirit, so that they were indisposed to proteét themselves
after the protection of the empire was withdrawn.]
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greater —in antiquity than in onr own day.  We have seen what practical
nse the imperator made of this trenchant weapon.  'We have scen how the
masses were pu‘upcrisvd; some, hundreds of thousands of Roman citizens
receiving bread without price.  The largesses of Augustus are only com-
prehensible when one has fully grasped the position of the imperator as
mtletor of nations.  So Jong as all the productive nations of the world
poneed their earnings without equivalent into the imperial treasury, so lon
the citizen of Rome might live in idle luxury, taking no thought for a
morrow, the needs of which were suce to be supplied by & paternal govern-
ment. Not merely sustenanee but amusement s supplied.  Augustus
erifices five thousand beasts in a single series of games 5 a band of ele-
phants competes with an army of gladiators. Evén a naval combat is
arranged on an artiticial lake near the city.  And in the later day this
phase of practieal polities is developed to even larger proportions. Ves-
pasian and Titus construet an amphitheatre —the famous Colesseuam —
which seats cighty-five thousand spectators: and on a single occasion
Titns rejoices the people with a series of combats lasting through a hun-
dred days.

It is good o dive in Imperial Rome — place of inexhagstible bounty. of
unceasing entertainment. There is no need to work, for slaves by tens of
thonsands conduet all menial affairs.  Indeed, there is no business for the
free man _but pleasure — the bathy the banquet, the theatre, and the gladia-
toris: cames.  Rome is a glorious eity in this dav.  With her renovated
Forum, her new Capitol, her trinmplial arches. her stupendous: Colosseum,
sheeis a city of marvelse To her contemporary citizens it seems that she
is on o pinnaele of power and glory from which time itscelf cannot shake her.
Looking back from the standpoint of Tater knowledge it is casy to nvoralise,
eaxy (o understand that decay was eating out the heart of the nation, easy
to realize that all this mock civilisation rested above the erater of a voleano.
Jut we may well believe that very few contemporary citizens had the pre-
vision to mateh our modern thoueht.

Andindeed, it must in fairness be admitted that the shield has another
side.  However unstable the form of government, there is something in
material prosperity which up to a certain stage, makes for intellectual emi-
nence as well.  And so i this fivst eentary of the Roman Empire there
wis no dearth ol great men. The golden age of literature was the time of
Augustos: the silver age was the time of his immediate snceessors.  The
pocts and philosophers have left us sueh names as Valerius Maximus, Asinius
Pollio, Seneea, Luacan, Valerius Flacens, Martial, Quintilian, and Statius.
History and scienee were never more fully represented than in the day of
Paterculus, Mely, Quintus Curtius, Florus, Pliny, Josephus, Suctonius, and
Tacitus. A time which produced sueh men as these was not wholly bad.
Unfortunately no fture century of Roman history will be able to show us
such Znother list.o



