CHAPTER XLII. THE SUCCESSORS OF CCNSTANTINE TO
THE DEATH OF JULIAN

[337-363 A.D. ]

THE voice of the dying emperor had.recommended the care of his funeral
to the piety of Constantius; and that prince, by the vicinity of Lis easterm
station, could easily prevent the diligence of his brothersy who resided in
their distant governments of Italy and Gaul. As soon as he had taken pos-
session of the palace of Constantinople, his first care was to remove the appre-
hensions of his kinsmen by a solemn oath which he pledged for their security.
His next employment was to find some specious pretence which might release
his conscience from the obligation of an imprudent promise. The arts of fraud
were made subservient to the designs of cruelty, and a manifest forgery was
attested by a person of the most sacred character. From the hands of the
bishop of Nicomedia Constantius received a fatal scroll, affirmed to be the
genuine testament of his father; in which the emperor expressed his suspi-
cions that he had been poisoned by his brothers, and conjured <is sons to
revenge his death, and to consult their own safety, by the punishment of the
guilty. Whatever reasons might have been alleged by these unfortunate
princes to defend their life and honour against so incredible an accusation,
they were silenced by the furious clamours of the soldiers, who declared
themselves at once their enemies, their judges, and their executioners. The
spirit and even the forms of legal proceedings were repeatedly violated in a
promiscuous massacre, which involved the two uncles of Constantius, seven of
his cousins, of whom Dalmatius and Hannibalianus were the most illustrious,
the patrician Optatus, who had married a sister of the late emperor, and the
prefect Ablavius, whose power and riches had inspired him with some hopes
of obtaining the purple. If it were necessary to aggravate the horrors of
this bloody scene, we might add that Constantius himself had espoused the
daughter of his uncle Julius, and that he had bestowed his sister in marriage
on his cousin Hannibalianus. Of so numerous a family, Gallus and Julian
alone, the two youngest children of Julius Constantius, were saved from
the hands of the assassins, till their rage, satiated with slaughter, had in
some measure subsided.

The massacre of the Flavian race was succeeded by a new division of the
provinces ; which was ratified in a personal interview of the three brothers.
Constantine, the eldest of the cewsars, obtained, with a certain pre-eminence
of rank, the possession of the new capital, which hore his own name and that
of his father. Thrace and the countries of the East were allotted for the
patrimony of Constantius; and Constans was acknowledged as the la}vfﬂl
sovereign of Italy, Africa, and the western Illyricum. The armies submitted
to their hereditary right, and they condescended, after some delay, to accept
from the Roman senate the title of Augustus. When they first assumed the
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reins of government, the eldest of these princes was twenty-one, the secomd
twenty, and the third only seventeen years of age.

While the martial nations of Europe followed the standards of his brothers
Constantius, at the head of the effeminate troops of Asia, was left to sustain
the weight of the Persian War. At the decease of Constantine, the throne
of the East was filled by Sapor, son of Hormuz or Hormisdas, and grandson
of Narses who, after the victory of Galerius, had humbly confessed the suje-
viority of the Roman power. Altlwugh Sapor was in the thirticth year of
his long reign, he was still in the vigour of youth, as the date of his acees-
sion, by a very strange fatality, had preceded that of his birth. The wife of
[{ormuz remained pregnant at the time of her husband's death and the
uncertainty of the sex as well as of the event, excited the ambitious hopes
of the princes of the house of Sassan. The apprehensions of civil war were
at length removed by the positive assurance of the magi that the widow of
Hormuz had conceived and would safely produce a son. Obedient to the
voice of Luperstition, the Persians prepared, without delay, the ceremony of
his corouation. A royal bed, on which the queen lay in state, was exhibited
in the midst of the palace: the diadem was placed on the spot which might
be supposed to conceal the future heir of Artaxerxes, and the prostrate satraps
adored the majesty of their invisible and insensible sovereign.

If any credit can be given to this marvellous tale, which seems however
to be countenanced by the manners of the people and by the extraordinary
duration of his reign, we must admire not only the fortune but the genius of
Sapor. In the soft sequestrated education of a Persian harem, the royal youth
could discover the importance of excreising the vigour of his mind and body ;
and by his personal merit deserved a throne, on which he had been seated
while he was yet unconscious of the duties and temptations of absolute
power. His minority was exposed to the almost inevitable calamities of
domestic discord ; his capital was surprised and plundered by Thair. a power-
ful king of Yemen, or Arabia; and the majesty of the royal family was de-
graded by the captivity of a princess, the sister of the deceased king. But
as soon as Sapor attained the age of manhood, the presumptuous Thair, his
nation, and his country fell beneath the first effort of the young warrior, who
used his victory with so judicious a mixture of rigour and clemency that he
obtained from the fears and gratitude of the Arabs the title of dhoulacnaf, or
protector of the nation.

The ambition of the Persian, to whom his enemics ascribe the virtues of
a soldier and a statesman, was animated by the desire of revenging the dis-
grace of his fathers and of wresting from the hands of the Romans the five
provinces beyond the Tigris. The military fame of Constantine and the
real or apparent strength of his government suspended the attack ; and
while the hostile conduct of Sapor provoked the resentment his artful nego-
tiations amused the patience of the imperial court. The death of Constan-
tine was the signal of war, and the actual condition of the Syrian and
Armenian frontier seemed to encourage the Persians by the prospect of a
rich spoil and an easy conquest. The example of the massacres of the
palace diffused a spirit of licentiousness and sedition among the troops of
the East, who were no longer restrained by the habits of olredience to a
veteran commander. By the prudence of Constantius, who from the inter-
view with his brothers in Pannonia immediately hastened to the banks of
the Euphrates, the legions were gradually restored to a sense of duty; but
the season of anarchy had permitted Supor to form the siege of Nisibis, and
to occupy several of the most important fortresses of Mesopotamia.
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During the long period of the reign of Constantius, the provinces of the
wast were afflicted by the calamities of the Persian War. The irregular
incursions of the light troops alternately spread terror and devastation
beyond the Tigris and beyond the Euphrates, from the gates of Ctesiphon
to those of Antioch ; and this active service was performed by the Arabs of
the desert, who were divided in their interests and affections, some of their
ir.dependent chiefs being enlisted in the party of Sapor, whilst others had
engaged their doubtful fidelity to the eriperor. The more grave and impor-
tany operations of the war were conducted with equal vigour, an‘l the armies
of Rome and Persia encountered each other in nine blobdy fields, in two of
which Constantius himself commanded in person. The event of the day
wis most commonly averse to the Romans, but in the battle of Singara their
imprudent valour had almost achieved a signal and decisive victory. The
stationary troops of Singara retired on the approach of Sapor, who passed
the Tigris over three bridges and occupied near the village of Hilleh an
advantageous camp, which, by the labour of his numerous pioneers, he sur-
rounded in one day with a deep ditch and a lofty rampart. 'His formidable
host, when it was drawn out in order of battle, covered the banks of the river,
the adjacent heights, and the whole extent of a plain of above twelve miles
which separated the two armies.

Both were alike impatient for a trial of strength; bLut the barbarians,
after a slight resistance, fled in disorder, unable to resist or desirous to
weary the strength of the heavy legions, who, fainting with heat and thirst,
pursued them across the plain and cut in pieces a line ot cavalry clothed
in complete armour which had been posted before the gates of the camp
to protect their retreat (348).

Constantius, hurried along in the pursuit, attempted, without effect, to
restrain the ardour of his troops by representing to them the dangers of the
approaching night and the certainty of completing their success with the re-
turn of day. They, depending much more on their own valour than on the
experience or the abilities of their chief, silenced by their clamours his timid
remonstrances; and rushing with fury to the charge, filled up the ditch, broke
down the rampart, and dispersed themselves through the tents to recruit their
exhausted strength and to enjoy the rich harvest of their labours. But the
prudent Sapor had watched the moment of victory. His army, of which
the greater part securely posted on the heights had been spectators of the
action, advanced in silence and under the shadow of the night ; and his Per-
sian archers, guided by the illumination of the camp, poured a shower of
arrows on the disarmed and licentious crowd. The sincerity of history de-
clares that the Romans were vanquished with a dreadful slaughter, and that
the flying remnant of the legions was exposed to the most intolerable
hardships.

Whatever advantages might attend the arms of Sapor in the field, though
nine repeated victories diffuscd among the nations the fame of his valour and
conduct, he could not hope to succeed in the execution of his designs while
the fortified towns of Mesopotamia, and above all the strong and ancient
city of Nisibis, remained in the possession of the Romans. This large city
was situated about two days’ journey from the Tigris, in the midst of a fertile
plain at the foot of Mt. Masius. In the space of twelve years, Nisibis, which
since the time of Lucullus had been deservedly esteemed the bulwark of the
East, sustained three memorable sieges agatnst the power of Sapor; and the
disappointed monarch, after urging his attacks above sixty, eighty, and a
hundred days, was thrice repulsed with loss and ignominy.
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WAR OF THE BROTHER EMPERORS

After the partition of the empire, three years had scarcely elapsed beforc
the sons of Constantine seemed impatient to convince mankind that they
were incapable of contenting themselves with the dominions which they were
unqualified to govern. The eldest of those princes soon complained that he
was defrauded of his just proportian of the spoils of their murdered kins-
men; and though he might yield to the superior guilt and merit of Con-
stantius, he exacted from Constans the cession of the African provinces, as
an equivalent for the rich countries of Mace-
donia and Greece, whith his brother had

acquired by the death of Dalmatius. The 3
want of sincerity which Constantine experi- R T A
enced in a tedious and fruitless negotiation N \

exasperated the fierceness of his temper;
and he eagerly dstened to those favourites
who suggested to him that his honour, as
well as his interest, was concerned in the
prosecution of the quarrel. At the head of
a tumultuary band, suited for rapine rather
than for conquest, he suddenly broke into
the dominions of Constans, by way of the
Julian Alps, and the country round Aqui-
leia felt the first effects of his resentment.
The measures of Constans, who then re-
sided in Dacia, were directed with more
prudence and ability. On the news of his
brother’s invasion, he detached a select and
disciplined body of his Illyrian troops, pro-
posing to follow them in person with the
remainder of his forces. But the conduct
of his lieutenants soon terminated the un-
natural contest. By the artful appearances
of flight Constantine was betrayed into an
ambuscade, which had been concealed in a
wood, where the rash youth, with a few
attendants, was surprised, surrounded,
and slain. His body, after it had been
found in the obscure stream of the Alsa,
obtained the honours of an imperial sepulchre ; but his provinces transferred
their allegiance to the conqueror, who, refusing to admit his elder brother
Constantius to any share in these new acquisitions, maintained the undis-
puted possession of more than two-thirds of tha Roman Emp#re (340).

The fate of Constans himself was delayed about ten years longer, and
the revenge of his brother’s death was reserved for the more ignoble hand of
a domestic traitor. The pernicious tendency of the system introduced by
Constantine was displayed in the feeble administration of his sons, who,
by their vices and weakuness, soon lost the esteem and affections of their
people. The pride assumed by Constans, from the unmerited success of his
arms, was rendered more contemptible by his want of abilities and appli-
cation. His fond partiality towards some German captives, distinguished
only by the charms of youth, was an object of scandal to the people; and
Magnentius, an ambitious soldier, who was himself of barbarian extraction,
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was @ncouraged by the public dis¢ontent to assert the honour of the Roman
name. The chosen bands of Jovians and Herculians, who acknowledged
Magnentius as their leader, maintained the most respectable and important
station in the imperial camp. The friendship of Marcellinus, count of the
sacred largesses, supplied with a liberal hand the means of seduction. The
so'diers were convinced by the most specious arguments, that the republic
summoned them to break the bonds of hereditary servitude; and by the
choice of an active an& vigilant prince, to reward the same virtues which
had raised the ancestors of the degenerate Constans from a private condition
to the throne of the world.

As soon as the conspiracy was in readiness for execution, Marcellinus,
under the pretence of celebrating his son’s birthday, 'gave a splendid enter-
tainment to the illustrious and honourable persons of the court of Gaul,
which then resided in the city of Augustodunum. The intemperance of the
feast was protracted till a very late hour of the night; and the unsuspecting
guests were tempted to indulge themselves in a dangerous &nd guilty free-
dom of conversation. On a sudden the doors were thrown ovpen, and Mag-
nentius, who had retired for a few moments, returned into the apartment
invested with the diadem and purple. The conspirators instantly saluted
him with the titles of Augustus and emperor. The surprise, the terror, the
intoxication, the ambitious hopes, and the mutual ignorance of the rest of
the assembly, prompted them to join their voices to the general acclamation.
The guards hastened to take the oath of fidelity, the gates of the town were
shut, and before the dawn of day, Magnentius became master of the troops
and treasure of the city of Augustodunum. By his secrecy and diligence he
entertained some hopes of surprising the person of Constans, who was pursu-
ing in the adjacent forest his favourite amusement of hunting, or perhaps
some pleasures of a more private and criminal nature.. The rapid progress
of fame allowed him, however, an instant for flight, though the desertion of
his soldiers and subjects deprived him of the power of resistance. Before
he could reach a seaport in Spain, where he intended to embark, he was
overtaken near Helena, at the foot of the Pyrenees, by a party of light cavalry,
whose chief, regardless of the sanctity of a temple, executed his commission
by the murder of the son of Constantine (350).

As soon as the death of Constans had decided this easy but important
revolution, the example of the court of Autun was imitated by the provinces
of the West. The authority of Magnentius was acknowledged through the
whole extent of the two great prefectures of Gaul and Italy ; and the usurper
prepared, by every act of oppression, to collect a treasure, which might dis-
charge the obligation of an immense donative, and supply the expenses of a
civil war.

CONSTANTIUS AND MAGNENTIUS

The intelligence of these important events, which so deeply affected the
honour and safety of the imperial house, recalled the arms of Constantius
from the inglorious prosecution of the Persian War. He recommended the
care of the East to his lieutenants, and afterwards‘.o his cousin Gallus, whom
he‘_‘ raised from a prison to a throne; and marched towards Europe, with a
mind agitated by the conflict of hope and fear, of grief and indignation.

The city of Mursa, or Essek, celebrated in modern times for a bridge of
boats five miles in length over the river Drave and the adjacent morasses,
has been always considered as a place of importance in the wars of Hungary.
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Magnentius, directing his march towards Mursa, set fire to the gates, and by
a sudden assault had almost scaled the walls of the town. The vigilance of
the garrison extinguished the flames, the approach of Constantius left Lin.
no time to continue the operations of the siege, and the emperor soon removed
the only obstacle that could embarrass his motions by forcing a body of
troops which had taken post in an adjoining amphitheatre. The field of
battle round Mursa was a naked and level plain; on this ground the army
of Constantius formed, with the Drave on their right, while their left, either
from the nature of meir disposition or from the superiority of their cavalry,
extended far beyond the right flank of Magnentius. The troops on both
sides remained under #rms in anxious expectation during the greater part
of the morning ; and the son of Constantine, after animating his soldiers By
an eloquent speech, retired into a church at some distance from the field of
battle and committed to his generals the conduct of this decisive day. They
deserved his confidence by the valour and military skill which they exerted.
'They wisely began the action upon the left ; and, advancing their whole
wing of cavalry in an oblique line, they suddenly wheeled it on the right
flank of the enemy, which was unprepared to resist the impetuosity of their
charge. But the Romans of the West soon rallied by the habits of discipline,
and the barbarians of Germany supported the renown of their national
bravery. The engagement soon became general, was maintained with va-
rious and singular turns of fortune, and scarcely ended with the darkness
of the night. The signal victory which Constantius obtained is attributed to
the arms of his cavalry.

His cuirassiers are described as so many massy statues of steel, glittering
with their scaly armour, and breaking with their ponderous lances the firm
array of the Gallic legions. As soon as the legions gave way, the lighter
and more active squadrons of the second line rode sword in hand into the
intervals, and completed the disorder. In the meanwhile the huge bodies
of the Germans were exposed, almost naked, to the dexterity of the oriental
archers ; and whole troops of those barbarians were urged by anguish and
despair to precipitate themselves into the broad and rapid stream of the
Drave. The number of the slain was computed at fifty-four thousand men
and the slaughter of the conquerors was more considerable than that of the
vanquished, a circumstance which proves the obstinacy of the contest, and
justifies the observation of an ancient writer, that the forces of the empire
were consumed in the fatal battle of Mursa by the loss of a veteran army
sufficient to defend the frontiers or to add new triumphs to the glory of
Rome. Notwithstanding the invectives of a servile orator, there is not the
least reason to believe that the tyrant deserted his own standard in the be-
ginning of the engagement. He seems to have displayed the virtues of a
general and of a soldier till the day was irrecoverably lost and his camp in
the possession of the enemy. Magnentius thep consulted his safety, and,
throwing away the imperial ornaments, escaped with some difliculty from
the pursuit of the light horse, who incessantly followed his rapid flight
from the banks of the Drave to the foot of the Julian Alps.

The detachments, however, which were ordered either tq press or to
intercept the flight of Magnentius, conducted themselves with the usual
1mprudence of success; and allowed bim, in the plains of Ticinium, an
opportunity of turning on his pursuers, and of gratifying his despair, by
the carnage of a useless victory.

The pride of Magnentius was reduced by repeated misfortunes to sue,
and to sue In vain, for peace. Heofirst despatched a senator, in whose
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abilities he confided, and afterwz.rds several bishops, whose holy character
might obtain a more favourable audience, with the offer of resigning the
pur ple, and the promise of devoting the remainder of his life to the service
of the emperor. But Constantius, though he granted fair terms of pardon
and reconciliation to all who abandoned the standard of rebelhon, avowed
hjs inflexible resolution to inflict a just punishment on the crimes of an
assassin, whom he prepared to overwhelm on every side by the effort of his
vicforious arms. An ‘mperial fleet acquired the easy possessjon of Africa
and Spain, confirmed the wavering faith of the Moorishenations, and landed
a considerable force, which passed the Pyrenees, and advanced towards
Lyons, the last and fatal station of Magnentius. The temper of the
ty rant, which was never inclined to clemency, was urged by distress to
exercise every act of oppression which could extort an iiamediate supply
from the cities of Gaul. Their patience was at length exhausted ; and
Treves, the seat of prietorian government, gave the 31gnal of yevolt, by
shutting her gates against Decentlub, who had been raised: by his brother
to the rank either of cwmsar or of augustus. Irom Treves, Decentius was
obliged to retire to Sens, where he was soon surrounded by an army of
Germans, whom the pernicicus arts of Constantius had introduced into the
civil dissensions of Rome. In the meantime, the imperial troops forced
the passages of the Cottian Alps, and in the bloody combat of Mount Seleu-
cus, irrevocably fixed the title of rebels on the party of Magnentius.

He was unable to bring another army in the field, the fidelity of his
guards was corrupted, and when he appeared in public to animate them by
his exhortations, he was saluted with the unanimous shout of * Long live
the emperor Constantius!” The tyrant, who perceived that they were pre-
paring to deserve pardon and rewards by the sacrifice of the most obnoxious
criminal, prevented their design by falling on his sword — a death more easy
and more honourable than he could hope to obtain from the hands of an
enemy, whose revenge would have been coloured with the specious pretence
of justice and fraternal piety. The example of suicide was imitated by
Decentius, who stmngled himself on the news of his brother’s death. The
author of the conspiracy, Marcellinus, had long since disappeared in the
battle of Mursa, and the public tranquillity was confirmed by the execution
of the surviving leaders of a guilty and unsuccessful faction.

A severe inquisition was extended over all who, either from choice or
from compulsion, had been involved in the cause of rebellion. Paul, sur-
named Catena, from his superior skill in the judicial exercise of tyranny,
was sent to explore the latent remains of the conspiracy in the remote prov-
ince of Britain. The honest indignation expressed by Martin, vice-prefect
of the island, was interpreted as an evidence of his own guilt; and the gov-
ernor was urged to the necessity of turning against his breast the sword
with which he. had been prqvoked to wound the imperial minister. The
most innocent subjects of the West were exposed to exile and confiscation,
to death and torture; and, as the timid are always cruel, the mind of Con-
stantius was inaccessible to mercy.

CONSTANTIUS SOLE EMPEROR

The divided provinces of the empire were again united by the victory of
Constantius; .but as that feeble prince was destitute of personal merit, either
in peace or war; as he feared his generals, and distrusted his ministers; the
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triumph of his arms served only to establish the reign of the eunuchs over
the Roman world. Those unhappy beings, the ancient production of oriental
jealousy and despotism, were introduced into Greece and Rome by the con-
tagion of Asiatic luxury. Their progress was rapid; and the eunuchs, who,
in the time of Augustus, had been abhorred, as the monstrous retinue of an -
Egyptian queen, were gradually admitted into the families of matrons, of
senators, and of the emperors themselves. Restrained by the severe edicts
of Domitian and Nerva, cherished by the pride of Drocletian, reduced te an
humble station by tlkee prudence of Constantine, they multiplied in the palaces
of his degenerate sons, and insensibly acquired the knowledge, and at length
the direction, of the secret councils of Constantius.

The aversion and contempt which mankind has so uniformly entertained
for that imperfect species appears to have degraded their character, and to
have rendered them almost as incapable as they were supposed to be, of con-
ceiving any generous sentiment or of performing any worthy action. But
the eunuchs wewe skilled in the arts of flattery and intrigue; and they alter-
nagely governed the mind of Constantius by his fears, his indolence, and his
vanity. Whilst he viewed in a deceitful mirror the fair appearance of pub-
lic prosperity, he supinely permitted them to intercept the complaints of the
injured provinces, to accumulate immense treasures by the sale of justice and
of honours ; to disgrace the most important dignities, by the promotion of
those who had purchased at their hands the power of oppression, and to grat-
ify their resentment against the few independent spirits who arrogantly
refused to solicit the protection of slaves. Of these slaves the most dis-
tinguished was the chamberlain Eusebius, who ruled the monarch and the
palace with such absolute sway, that Constantius, according to the sarcasm of
an impartial historian, possessed some credit with his haughty favourite. By
his artful suggestions, the emperor was persuaded to subscribe the condemna-
tion of the unfortunate Gallus, and to add a new crime to the long list of
unnatural murders which pollute the honour of the house of Constantine.

When the two nephews of Constantine, Gallus and Julian, were saved
from the fury of the soldiers, the former was about twelve, and the latter
about six years of age ; and as the eldest was thought to be of a sickly con-
stitution, they obtained with the less difficulty a precarious and dependent
life from the affected pity of Constantius, who was sensible that the execu-
tion of these helpless orphans would have been esteemed, by all mankind, an
act of the most deliberate cruelty. Different cities of Ionia and Bithynia
were assigned for the places of their exile and education; but as soon as
their growing years excited the jealousy of the emperor, he judged it more
prudent to secure those unhappy youths in the strong castle of Macellum,
near Cesarea.

The treatment which they experienced during a six years’ confinement
was partly such as they could hope from a careful guardéan, and partly
such as they might dread from a suspicious tyrant. Their prison was an
ancient palace, the residence of the kings of Cappadocia ; the situation was
pleasant, the building stately, the enclosure spacious. They pursued their
studies and practised their exercises under the tuition of the most skilful
masters, and the numerous household appointed to attend, or rather to guard,
the nephews of Constantine was not unworthy the dignity of their birth.
But they could not disguise to themselves that they were deprived of fortune,
of freedom, and of safety ; secluded from the society of all whom they could
trust or esteem, and condemned to pass their melancholy hours in the com-
pany of slaves, devoted to the commands of a tyrant, who had already injured
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them beyond the hope of recongiliation. At length, however, the emer-
gencies of the state compelled the emperor, or rather his eunuchs, to invest
Gallus, in the twenty-fifth year of his age, with the title of Casar, and to
cement this political connection by his marriage with the princess Constantina.

After a formal interview, in which the two princes mutually engaged
their faith never to undertake anything to the prejudice of each other, they
repaired without delay to their respective stations. Constantius continued
his march towards the 'vest, and Gallus fixed his residence at Aatioch, from
whence, with a delegated authority, he administered the five great dioceses
of the eastern prefecture. In this fortunate change the new cesar, was not
unmindful of his brother Julian, who obtained the hionours of his rank, the
appearances of liberty, and the restitution of an ample patrimony.

The writers the most indulgent to the memory of Gallus; and even Julian
himself, though he wished to cast a veil over the frailties of his brother, are
obliged to confess that the ciwcsar was incapable of reigning. Trensported
from a prison to a throne, he possessed neither genius, nor wpplication, nor
docility, to compensate for the want of knowledge and expefiénce. A tem-
per naturally morose and violent, instead of being corrected, was soured by
solitude and adversity ; the remembrance of what he had endured disposed
him to retaliation rather than to sympathy; and the ungoverned sallies of
his rage were often fatal to those who approached his person, or were sub-
ject to his power.

Constantina, his wife, has been described, not as a woman, but as one
of the infernal furies, tormented with an insatiate thirst for human blood.
Instead of employing her influence to insinuate the mild counsels of pru-
dence and humanity, she exasperated the fierce passions of her, husband ;
and as she retained the vanity, though she had renounced the gentleness, of
lier sex, a pearl necklace was esteemed an equivalent price for the murder of
an innocent and virtuous nobleman.! The cruelty of Gallus was sometimes
displayed in the undissembled violence of popular or military executions ; and
was sometimes disguised by the abuse of law, and the forms of judicial pro-
ceedings. The private houses of Antioch, and the places of public resort,
were besieged by spies and informers; and the c@sar himself, concealed in
a plebeian habit, very frequently condescended to assume that odious char-
acter. Every apartment of the palace was adorned with the instruments of
death and torture, and a general consternation was diffused through the
capital of Syria. The prince of the East, as if he had been conscious how
much he had to fear, and how little he deserved to reign, selected for the
objects of his resentment, the provincials accused of some imaginary treason,
and his own courtiers, whom with more reason he suspected of incensing, by
their secret correspondence, the timid and suspicious mind of Constantius.
But he forgot that he was depriving himself of his only support, the affection
of the people ; +vhilst he furnshed the malice of his enemies with the arms
of truth, and afforded the emperor the fairest pretence of exacting the for-
feit of his purple, and of his life.

Aslong as the civil war suspended the fate of the Roman world, Constantius
dissembled his knowledge of the weak and cruel administration to vhich his
choice had subjected the East ; and the discovery of some assassins secretly de-
spatched to Antioch by the tyrant of Gaul, was employed to convince the public
that the emperor and the cwesar were united by the same interest and pursued

1 His name was Clematius of Alexandria, and his only crime was a refusal to gratify the
desires of his mofher-in-law ; who solicited his death because she had been disgppointed of his
love. Ammianus,? 1. 14, c. 1.
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E;3the same enemies. But when the victory was decided in favour of Constan-
tius, his dependent colleague became less useful and less formidable ~ Every!
circumstance of his conduct was severely and suspiciously examined ; aund
it was privately resolved, either to deprive Gallus of the purple, or at least
to remove him from the indolent luxury of Asia to the hardships and dan-

ers of a German war. The death of Theophilus, consular of the province
of Syria, who in a time of scarcity had been massacred by the people of
Antioch, with the connivance, and almost at the instsgation, of Gallus, was
justly resented, not only as an act of wanton cruelty, but as a dangerous
insult on the supreme majesty of Constantius. Two ministers of illustrious
rank, Domitian, the orfental prefect, and Montius, quastor of the palace,
were empowered by a special commission to visit and reform the state of the
East. They were instructed to behave towards Gallus with moderation and
respect, and, by the gentlest arts of persuasion, to engage him to comply
with the juvitation of his brother and colleague. The rashness of the pre-
fect disappointed these pru-
dent measures, ahd hastened
his own'ruin, as well as that
of his enemy.

On bhis arrival at Anti-
och, Domitian passed dis-
dainfully before the gates of
the palace, and alleging a
slight pretence of indisposi-
tion, continued several days
in sullen retirement to pre-
pare an inflammatory memo- & ==
rial which he transmitted to RomaN KNIVES
the imperial court. Yield- (In the British Museum)
ing at length to the pressing
solicitations of Gallus, the prefect condescended to take his seat in council,
but his first step was to signify a concise and haughty mandate, importing that
the cesar should immediately repair to Italy, and threatening that he him-
self would punish his delay or hesitation by suspending the usual allowance
of his household. The nephew and daughter of Constantine, who could ill
brook the insolence of a subject, expressed their resentment by instantly
delivering Domitian to the custody of a guard. The quarrel still admitted
of some terms of accommodation. They were rendered impracticable by the
imprudent behaviour of Montius, a statesman, whose art and experience were
frequently betrayed by the levity of his disposition. The quaestor reproached
Gallus in haughty language, that a prince who was scarcely authorised to
remove a municipal magistrate should presume to imprison a pra:torian pre-
fect; convoked a meeting of the civil and military officers and required
them, in the name of their sovereign, to defend the person and dignity of his
representatives.

By this rash declaration of war, Gallus was provoked to embrace the
most desperate councils. He ordered his guards to stand to, their arms,
assembled the populace of Antioch, and recommended to their zeal the care
of his safety and revenge. His commands were too fatally obeyed. They
rudely seized the prefect and the questor, and tying their legs together with
ropes, they dragged them through the streets of the city, inflicted a thousand
insults and a thousand wounds on these unhappy victims, and at last precipi-
tated their mangled and lifeless bodies into the stream of the Orontes.
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THE FATE OF GALLUS

After such a deed, whatever might have been the designs of Gallus, it
was only in a field of battle that he could assert his innocence with any hope
of success. But the mind of that prince was formed of an equal mixture of
violence and weakness. Instead of assuming the title of Augustus, instead
of employing in his defence the troops and treasures of the East, lie suffered
hipself to be deceived by the affected tranquillity of Constantius, who, leav-
ing him the vain pageantry of a court, imperceptiblyivecalled the veteran
legions from the provinces of Asia. But as it still appeared dangerous to
arrest Gallus in his capital, the slow and sefer arts of dissimulation were
practised with success. The frequent and pressing epistles of Constantius
were filled with professions of confidence and friendship; exhorting the casar
to discharge the duties of his high station, to relieve his colleague from a
part of the public cares, and to assist the West by his presence, his counsels,
and his arms. After so many reciprocal injuries, Gallug had reason to
fear and to distrust. But he had neglected the opportunities“of flight and of
resistance ; he was seduced by the flattering assurances of the tribune Scudilo,
who, under the semblance of a rough soldier, disguised the most artful
insinuation ; and he depended on the credit of his wife Constantina, till the
unseasonable death of that princess completed the ruin in which he had been
involved by her impetuous passions.

After a long delay, the reluctant cwesar set forward on his journey to the
imperial court. From Antioch to Hadrianopolis, he traversed the wide extent
of his dominions with a numerous and stately train; and as he laboured to
conceal his apprehension from the world, and perhaps from himself, he enter-
tained the people of Constantinople with an exhibition of the ghmes of the
circus. The progress of the journey might, however, have warned him of
the impending danger. In all the principal cities he was met by ministers
of confidence, commissioned to seize the offices of government, to observe his
motions, and to prevent the hasty sallies of his despair. The persons de-
spatched to secure the provinces which he left behind, passed him with cold
salutations, or affected disdain; and the troops, whose station lay along the
public road, were studiously removed on his approach, lest they might be
tempted to offer their swords for the service of a civil war. After Gallus had
been permitted to repose himself a few days at Hadrianopolis, he received a
mandate, expressed in the most haughty and absolute style, that his splendid
retinue should halt in that city, while the cesar himself, with only ten post-
carriages, should hasten to the imperial residence at Mediolanum. In this
rapid journey, the profound respect which was due to the brother and colleague
of Constantius, was insensibly changed into rude familiarity; and Gallus,
discovering in the countenances of the attendants, that they already consid-
ered themselves as his guards, and might soon be employed as his execution-
ers, began to accuse his fatal rashness, and to recollect with terror and
remorse the conduct by which he had provoked his fate. The dissimulation
which had hitherto been preserved, was laid aside at Petovio in Pannonia.
He was conducted to a palace in the suburbs, where the general, Barbatio,
with a select band of soldiers, who could neithere moved by pity, nor cor-
rupted by rewards, expected the arrival of his illustrious victim.

In the evening he was arrested, ignominiously stripped of the ensigns
of cwsar, and hurried away to Pola in Istria, a sequestered prison which had
been so receptly polluted with royal blood. The horror which he felt was
soon increased DLy the appearance ef his implacable enemy the eunuch
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Eusebius, who, with the assistance of a notary and a tribune, proceeded to
interrogate him concerning the administration of the East. The casar sank
under the weight of shame and guilt, confessed all the criminal actions, and
all the treasonable designs, with which he was charged; and by imputing
them to the advice of his wife, exasperated the indignation of Constantius,
who reviewed with partial prejudice the minutes of the examination.

The emperor was convinced that his own safety was incompatible with
the life of his cousin; the sentence of death was signed, despatched, and exe-
cuted; and the nephew of Constantine, with his hand$ tied behind his baek,
hwas beheaded in prison like the vilest malefactor. Those who are inclined
to palliate the cruelties of Constantius, assert that he soon relented, and
endeavoured to recall the bloody mandate; but that the second m'essenger
intrusted with the reprieve was detained by the eunuchs, who dreaded the
unforgiving temper of Gallus, and were desirous of reuniting to their empire
the wealthy provinces of the East.

CONSTANTIUS AND JULIAN

- Besides the reigning emperor, Julian alone survived, of all the numerous
posterity of Constantius Chlorus. The misfortune of his royal birth in-
volved him in the disgrace of Gallus. From his retirement in the happy
country of Ionia he was conveyed under a strong guard to the court of
Mediolanum, where he languished above seven months in continual apprehen-
sion of suffering the same ignominious death, which was daily inflicted,
almost before his eyes, on the friends and adherents of his persecuted family.
His looks, his gestures, his silence, were scrutinised with malignant curiosity,
and he was perpetually assaulted by enemies whom he had never offended,
and by arts to which he was a stranger. But in the school of adversity,
Julian insensibly acquired the virtues of firmness and discretion. He de-
fended his honour, as well as his life, against the ensnaring subtleties of the
eunuchs, who endeavoured to extort some declaration of his sentiments; and
whilst he cautiously suppressed his grief and resentment, he nobly disdained
to flatter the tyrant, by any seeming approbation of his brother’s murder.
Julian most devoutly ascribes his miraculous deliverance to the protection
of the gods, who had exempted his innocence from the sentence of destruc-
tion pronounced by their justice against the impious house of Constantine.
As the most effectual instrument of their providence, he gratefully acknow-
ledges the steady and generous friendship of the empress Eusebia, a woman
of beauty and merit, who, by the ascendant which she had gained over the
mind of her husband, counterbalanced in some measure the powerful con-
spiracy of the eunuchs. By the intercession of his patroness, Julian was
admitted into the imperial presence; he pleaded his cause with a decent
freedom, he was heard with favour; and, notwithstanding the efforts of his
enemies, who urged the danger of sparing an avenger of the blood of Gallus,
the milder sentiment of Eusebia prevailed in the council. But the effects
of a second interview were dreaded by the eunuchs; and Julian was advised
to withdraw for a while into the neighbourhood of Mediolanum, till the
emperor thought proper vo assign the city of Athens for the place of his
honourable exile.

Whilst his hours were passed in studious retirement, the empress, reso-
lute to achieve the generous design which she had undertaken, was not
unmindful of the care of his fortune. After an obstinate, though secret
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gtruggle, the opposition of the favourite eunuchs submitted to the ascend-
ency of the empress; and it was resolved that Julian, after celebrating his
nuptials ‘with Helena, sister of Constantius, should be appointed, with the
title of Casar, to reign over the countries beyond the Alps.

Although the order which recalled him to court was probably accom-
panied by some intimation of his approaching greatness, he appeals to the
people of Athens to witness his tears of undissembled sorrow, when he was
reluctantly torn away from his beloveds retirement.

The emperors of tne age of Constantine no longer deigned to consult
with the senate in the choice of a colleague, but they were anxious that their
nomination should be ratified by the consent of the army. On this solemn
oecasion, the guards, with the other troops whose stations were in the neigh-
bourhood of Mediolanum, appeared under arms; and Constantius ascended
his lofty tribunal, holding by the hand his cousin Julian,’ who entered the
same day on the twenty-fifth year of his age. In a studied speech, conceived
and delivered with dignity, the emperor represented the various dangers
which threatened the prosperity of the republic, the necessity of naming a
cesar for the administration of the West, and his own intention, if it was
agreeable to their wishes, of rewarding with the honours of the purple the
promising virtues of the nephew of Constantine.

The two princes returned to the palace in the same chariot; and during
the slow procession, Julian repeated to himself a verse of his favourite
Homer, which he might equally apply to his fortune and to his fears. The
twenty-four days which the cesar spent at Mediolanum after his investiture,
and the first months of his Gallic reign, were devoted to a splendid but
severe captivity; nor could the acquisition of honour compensate for the
loss of freedom.

The protection of the Rhatian frontier, and the persecution of the west-
ern church, detained Constantius in Italy above eighteen months after the
departure of Julian. Before the emperor returned into the East, he indulged
his pride and curiosity in a visit to the ancient capital.

The satisfaction which Constantius had received from this journey excited
him to the generous emulation of bestowing on the Romans some memorial of
his own gratitude and munificence. His first idea was to imitate the eques-
trian and colossal statue which he had seen in the forum of Trajan ; but when
he had maturely weighed the difficulties of the execution, he chose rather to
embellish the capital by the gift of an Egyptian obelisk.

THE QUADIAN AND SARMATIAN WARS

The departure of Constantius from Rome was hastened by the alarming
intelligence of the distress and danger of the Illyrian provinces. The dis-
tractions of civil war, and tke irreparable loss which the Roman legions had
sustained in the battle of Mursa, exposed those countries, almost without
defence, to the light cavalry of the barbarians; and particularly to the in-
roads of the Quadi, a fierce and powerful nation, who seem to have exchanged
the instituticns of Germany for the arms and military arts of their Sarmatian
allies. The garrisons of the frontier were insuficient to check their prog-
ress; and the indolent monarch was at length compelled to assemble, from
the extremities of his dominions, the flower of the Palatine troops, to take
the field in person, and to employ a whole campaign, with the preceding
autumn and the ensuing spring, in the serious prosecution of tke war. The
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emperor passed the Danube on a bridge of boats, cut in pieces all that
encountered his march, penetrated into the heart of the country of the Qaudi.
and severely retaliated the calamities which they had inflicted on the Roman
province. The dismayed barbarians were soon reduced to sue for peace ;
they offered the restitution of his captive subjects, as an atonement for the
past, and the noblest hostages as a pledge of their future conduct. While
Constantius gave laws to the barbarians beyond the Danube, he distinguishad
with speclous compassion the Sarmatéan exiles, who had been expelled from
their native country by the rebellion of their slaves, and who formed a very
considerable accessién to the power of the Quadi. The emperor, embracing
a generous but artful system of policy, released the Sarmatians from the
bands of this humiliating dependence, and restored them, by a separate
treaty, to the dignity of a nation united under the government of a king,
the friend and al¥y of the republic. He declared his resolution of asserting
the justice of their cause, and of securing the peace of the provinces by the
'extirpati(\n, or at least the banishment, of the Limigantes, whose manners
were still infected with the vices of their servile origin; and the final com-
bat was only terminated by the extinction of the name and nation of the
Limigantes. The free Sarmatians were reinstated in the possession of their
ancient seats; and although Constantius distrusted the levity of their char-
acter, he entertained some hopes that a sense of gratitude might influence
their future conduct.

SAPOR S INVASION OF MESOPOTAMIA

While the Roman emperor and the Persian monarch, at the distance of
three thousand miles, defended their extreme limits against the barbarians
of the Danube and of the Oxus, their intermediate frontier experienced the
vicissitudes of a languid war, and a precarious truce. Two of the eastern
ministers of Constantius, the pretorian prefect Musonian, whose abilities
were disgraced by the want of truth and integrity, and Cassian, duke of
Mesopotamia, a hardy and veteran soldier, opened a secret negotiation with
the satrap Tamsapor. These overtures of peace, translated into the servile
and flattering language of Asia, were transmitted to the camp of the Great
King; who resolved to signify, by an ambassador, the terms which he was
inclined to grant to the suppliant Romans. Narses, whom he invested with
that character, was honourably received in his passage through Antioch and
Constantinople; he reached Sirmium after a long journey, and at his first
audience, respectfully unfolded the silken veil which covered the haughty
epistle of his sovereign. A few days after the departure of Narses, three
ambassadors were sent to the court of Sapor, who was already returned from
the Scythian expedition to his ordinary residence of Ctesiphon. The ambas-
sadors of Rome retired without success, and a second embassy of a still more
honourable rank was detained in strict confinement, and threatened either
with death or exile.

The military historian, Ammianus, who was himself despatched to observe
the army of the Persians as they were preparing to construct a bridge of boats
over the Tigris, beheld from an eminence the plain of Assyria,.as far as the
edge of the horizon, covered with men, with horses, and with arms. Sapor
appeared in the front, conspicuous by the splendour of his purple. The Roman
deserter, who in some measure guided the councils of Sapor, had prudently
advised that instead of wasting the summer in tedious and difficult sieges, he
should march directly to the Euphrates, and press forwards without delay to
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spize the feeble and wealthy metropolis of Syria. But the Persians were no
soorer advanced into the plains of Mesopotamia than they discovered that
every precaution had been used which could retard their progress or defeat
their design. Their skilful guide, changing his plan of operations, then con-
ducted the army by a longer circuit, but through a fertile territory, towards
the head of the Euphrates, where the infant river is reduced to a shallow and
ascessible streain.  Sapor overlooked, with prudent disdain, the strength of
Nisibis : but as he passed under the walls of Amida, he resolved to try whether
the majesty of his presence would not awe the garrison into immediate sub-
mission. The sacrilegious insult of a random dart, wiich glanced against
the royal tiara, convinced him of his error; and the indignant moparch lis-
tened with impatience to the advice of his ministers, who conjured him not to
sacrifice the success of his ambition to the gratification of his resentment.
The following day Grumbates advanced towards the gates vith a select body
of troops, and required the instant surrender of the city as the only atonement
which could be accepted for such an act of rashness and insolence. His pro-
posals were answered by a general discharge, and his only.son, a beautiful
and valiant youth, was pierced through the heart by a javeltu shot from one
of the balliste.

The ancient city of Amid, or Amida, was provided with an arsenal of
military engines, and the ordinary garrison had been reinforced to the amount
of seven legions, when the place was invested by the arms of Sapor. In one of
the fiercest of his repeated assaults, Amida was betrayed by the treachery
of a deserter, who indicated to the barbarians a secret and neglected stair-
case scooped out of the rock that hangs over the stream of the Tigris. The
soldiers, the citizens, their wives, their children, all who had not time to
escape through the opposite gate, were involved by the conquerors in a
promiscuous massacre.

But the ruin of Amida was the safety of the Roman provinces. As soon
as the first transports of victory had subsided, Sapor was at leisure to reflect
that to chastise a disobedient city, he had lost the flower of his troops, and
the most favourable season for conquest. Thirty thousand of his veterans
had fallen under the walls of Amida, during the continuance of a siege which
lasted seventy-three days; and the disappointed monarch returned to his
capital with affected triumph and secret mortification. Instead of aspiring in
the ensuing spring to the conquest of the East, he was obliged to content
himself with the reduction of two fortified cities of Mesopotamia, Singara,
and Bezabde. Five Roman legions, of the diminutive size to which they
had been reduced in the age of Constantine, were made prisoners, and sent
into remote captivity on the extreme confines of Persia. After dismantling
the walls of Singara, the conqueror abandoned that solitary and sequestered
place; but he carefully restored the fortifications of Bezabde, and fixed in that
important post a garrison or colony of veterans, amply supplied with every
means of defence, and animated by high sentiments of honour and fidelity.

The defence of the East against the arms of Sapor required and would
have exercised, the abilities of the most consummate general; and it seemed
fortunate for the state, that it was the actual province of the brave Ursicinus,
who alone deserved the confidence of the soldiers and people. Ir the hour
of danger, Ursicinus was removed from his station by the intrigues of the
eunuchs; and the military command of the East was bestowed, by the same
influence, on Sabinian, a wealthy and subtle veteran, who had attained the
infirmities, without acquiring the experience, of age. By a second order,
which issued from the same jealous and inconstant counsels, Ursicinus was
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again despatched to the frontier of Mesopotamia. and condemned to snsrain
the labours of a war, the honours of which had been transferradd to hid
unworthy rival. Sabinian fixed his indolent station under the weils af
Edessa, and whenever Ursicinus recommended any vigorous plan of apera-
tions to relieve the distress of Amida, the timid and envious commander
alleged that he was restrained by his positive orders from endangering the
safety of the troops. Amida was at length taken; its bravest defenders.
who had escaved tne sword of the barbarians., died i1 the Roman camp by
the hand of the exerutioner; and Ursicinus himself, after supporting the
disgrace of a partial inquiry, was punished for the misconduct of Sabinian by
the Joss o his military rimk.  After Constantius had subdued or pacitied the
barbarians of the Danube, he proceeded by slow marches into the East ; and
after he had weptwver the smoking ruins of Amida, he formed with a power-
ful army the siege of Bezabde. The walls were shaken by the reiterated
cllo. ts of the most enormous of the battering-rams; the town was reduced
to the last extremity 5 but it was still defended by the patient and intrepid
vidour of the gerrison, till the approach of the rainy season obliged the em-
peror to raise the siege, and ingloriously to retreat into his winter quarters
at Antioch.  The pride of Constantius, and the ingenuity of lis courtiers,
were at a loss to discover any materials for panegyric in the events of the
Persian War; while the glory of his cousin Julian, to whose military com-
mand he had intrusted the provinces of Gaul, was proclaimed to the world
in the concise narrative of his exploits.

JULIAN IN GAUL

In the blind fury of civil discord, Constantins had abandoned to the
barbarians of Germany the countries of Gaul, which still acknowledged the
aunthority of his rival. A numerous swarm of Franks and \lamanni were
invited to cross the Rhine by presents and promises. by the hopes of spoil,
and by a perpetual grant of all the territories which they might subdue.

Julian had heen sent to Gaul immediately after he had received the purple
at Mediolanum, with a feeble retinue of 360 soldiers. At Vienna, where he
passed a painful and anxious winter in the hands of those ministers to whom
Constantius had intrusted the direction of his conduct, the ciesar was informed
of the sicge and deliverance of Augustodunum. That large and ancient city,
protected only by a ruined wall and pusillanimous garrison, was saved by the
generous resolution of a few veterans, who resumed their arms tor the de-
fence of their country. In his march from Augustodunum, through the
heart of the Gallie provinces, Julian embraced with ardour the earliest op-
portunity of signalising his courage. At the head of a small body of archers
and heavy cavalry, he preferred the shorter but the more dangerous of two
roads ; and sometimes eluding, and sometimes resisting, the attacks of the bar-
barians, he arrived with honour and safety at the Roman camp near Rheims.
The aspeet of their young prince revived the drooping spirit of the soldicrs,
and they warched from Rheims in search of the enemy with & confidence
which had almost proved fatal to them. The Alamanni, familiarised to the
knowledge of the country, seeretly collected their scattered forees, and sviz-
ing the opportunity of a dark and rainy day. poured with unexpected fury
on the rear-guard of the Romans.  Before the inevitable disorder could he
remedied, two legions were destroved ;5 and Julian was taught hy experience,
that caution ind vigilance arve the mosV important lessons of the art of war,
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In a second and more successfyl action, he recovered and established his
military fz e; but as the agility of the barbarians saved them from the
pursuit, his victory was neither bloody nor decisive. He advanced, how-
ever, to the banks of the Rhine, surveyed the ruins of Cologne,! convinced
himself of the difficulties of the war, and retreated on the approach of
winter, discontented with the court, with his army, and with his own suec-
cess. The power of the enemy was yet unbroken, and the casar had no
soener separated his troops, and fixed his own quarters at Sens, in the centre
of Gaul, than he was surrounded and besieged by a nimerous host of Ger
mans. Reduced in this extremity to the resources of his own mind, he dis-
played a prudent intrepidity, which compensated for all the deficiencies of
the place and garrison; and the barbarians, at the'end of thirty days, were
obliged to retire with disappointed rage.

The conscious pride of Julian, who was indebted only to his sword for
this signal deliverance, was embittered by the reflection that he was aban-
doned, betrayed, and perhaps devoted to destruction, by those who were
bound to assist him by every tie of honour and fidelity. Murcellus, master-
general of the cavalry in Gaul, interpreting too strictly the jealous orders
of the court, beheld with supine indifference the distress of Julian, and had
restrained the troops under his command from marching to the relief of
Sens. If the cesar had dissembled in silence so dangerous an insult, his
person and authority would have been exposed to the contempt of the
world ; and if an action so criminal had been suffered to pass with impunity,
the emperor would have confirmed the suspicions which received a very
specious colour from his past conduct towards the princes of the Flavian
family. Marcellus was recalled and gently dismissed from his office. In
his room Severus was appointed general of the cavalry; an “experienced
soldier, of approved courage and fidelity, who could advise with respect and
execute with zeal and who submitted, without reluctance, to the supreme
command which Julian, by the interest of his patroness Eusebia, at length
obtained over the armies of Gaul.

A very judicious plan of operations was adopted for the approaching cam-
paign. Julian himself, at the head of the remains of the veteran bands and
of some new levies, boldly penetrated into the centre of the German canton-
ments and carefully re-established the fortifications of Saverne? in an’
advantageous post, which would either check the incursions or intercept the
retreat of the enemy. At the same time Barbatio, general of the infantry,
advanced from Mediolanum with an army of thirty thousand men, and
passing the mountains, prepared to throw a bridge over the Rhine near
Basilia. It was reasonable to expect that the Alamanni, pressed on either
side by the Roman arms, would soon be forced to evacuate the provinces of
Gaul, and to hasten to the defence of their native country. But the hopes
of the campaign were defeated by the incapacity, or the envy, or the secret
instructions, of Barbatio, who acted as if he had been the enemy of the
cesar, and the secret ally of the barbarians. The negligence with which he
permitted a troop of pillagers freely to pass, and to return almost before the
gates of his camp, may be imputed to his want of abilities ; but the treason-
able act of burning a number of boats, and a superfluous stock of provisions,
which would have been of the most essential service to the army of Gaul,
was an evidence of his hostile and criminal intentions. The Germans
despised an enemy who appeared destitnte either of power or of inclination

[! Colonia Agrippina.] [2 Tres Tabernz. ]
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to offend them ; and the ignominious retreat of Barbatio deprived Juliwm of
the expected support, and left him to extricate himself from a lmzardeus
situation, where he could neither remain with safety, nor retive with honour.

JULIAN REPULSES TIHE ALAMANNI AND THE FRANKS

As soon as they were delivered from the fears of invasion, the Ala-
manni prepared to ehastise the Roman youth, who presumed to dispute the
possession of that country, which they claimed as their own by the right
of conquest and of treaties. They employed three days and as mawy
nights, in transporting over the Rhine their military powers. The fierce
Chnodomar, shakimg the pond~rous javelin which he had victoriously wielded
against the brother of Magnentius, led the van of the barbarians, and mod-
erated by his expericnee the martial ardour which his example inspived.
He was [ollowed by six other kings, by ten princes of regal extraction, by
a long train of high-spirited nobles, and by thirty-five thousand of the
bravest warviors of the tribes of Germany. The confidence derived from
the view of their own strength was increased by the intelligence which they
received from a deserter, that the cesar, with a feeble army of thirteen
thousand men, occupied a post about one-and-twenty miles from their camp
of Strasburg.

With this inadequate force, Julian resolved to encounter the barbarian
host; and the chance of a general action was preferred to the tedious and
uncertain operation of separately engaging the dispersed parties of the Ala-
manni. The Romans marched in close order, and in two columns, the cavalry
on the right, the infantry on the left; and the day was so far spent when
they appeared in sight of the enemy, that Julian was desirous of deferring
the battle till the next morning, and of allowing his troops to recruit their
exhausted strength by the necessary refreshments of sleep and food. Yield-
ing, however, with some reluctance to the clamours of the soldiers, and even
to the opinion of his council, he exhorted them to justify by their valour the
eager impatience, which, in case of a defeat, would be universally branded
with the epithets of rashness and presumption. The trumpets sounded, the
military shout was heard through the field, and the two armies rushed with
equal fury to the charge. The cwsar, who conducted in person his right
wing, depended on the dexterity of his archers and the weight of his cuiras-
siers. But his ranks were instantly broken by an irregular mixture of light
horse and of light infantry, and he had the mortification of beholding the
flight of six hundred of his most renowned cuirassiers. The fugitives were
stopped and rallied by the presence and authority of Julian, who, careless
of his own safety, threw himself before them, and, urging every motive of
shame and honour, led them back against the wictorious enenry. The con-
flict between the two lines of infantry was obstinate and bloody. The Ger-
mans possessed the superiority of strength and stature, the Romans that of
discipline and temper; and as the barbarians, who served under the stand-
ard of the empire, united the respective advantages of both parties, their
strenuous efforts, guided by a skilful leader, at length determined the event
of the day.

The Romans lost four tribunes and 243 soldiers in this memorable
battle of Strasburg, which was so glorious to the c@sar and so salutary
to the afflicted provinces of Gaul. Six thousand of the Alamanni were
slain in the field, without including those who were drowned in the Rhine,
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ov ttansfixed with darts while Fhey attempted to swim across the river.
Chnodoniar himself was surrounded and taken prisoner, with three of his
brave companions who had devoted themselves to follow in life or death the
fate of their chieftain. Julian received him with military pomp in the council
of his officers ; and expressing a gencrous pity for the fallen state, dissembled
Ins inward contempt for the abject humiliation of his captive. Instead of
exhibiting the vanquished king of the' Alamanni, as a grateful spectacle to
the cities of Gaul, he respectfully laid at the feet of the empero, this splendid
trophy of his victory. Clhmodomar experienced an hdénourable treatmenty
but the impatient barbarian could not long survive his defeat, his confine-
nrent, and his exile.

After Julian had repulsed the Alamanni from the provinces of the upper
Rhine, he turned his arms against the Franks, who were' seated nearer to
the ocean on the confines of Gaul and Germany; and who, from their
numbers, and still more from their intrepid valour, had ever been, esteemed
the most formidable of the barbarians.  Although they were strongly ac-
tuated by the allurements of rapine, they professed a disinterested love of
war, which they considered as the supreme honour and felicity of human
nature ; and their minds and bodies were so completely hardened by per-
petual action, that, according to the lively expression of an orator, the snows
of winter were as pleasant to them as the flowers of spring. In the month of
December which followed the battle of Strasburg, Julian attacked a body
of six hundred Franks, who had thrown themselves into two castles on the
Mosa. In that severc season they sustained, with inflexible constancy, a
siege of fifty-four days; till at length, exhausted by hunger, and satisfied
that the vigilance of the ecnemy in breaking the ice of the river left them no
hopes of cscape, the Iranks consented, for the first time, to dispense with
the ancient law, which commanded them to conquer or to die.

The ciesar at once sent his captives to the court of Constantius, who,
accepting them as a valuable present, rejoiced in the opportunity of adding
so many heroes to the choicest troops of his domestic guards. The obstinate
resistance of this handful of Franks apprised Julian of the difficulties of
the expedition which he meditated for the ensuing spring, against the whole
body of the nation. Ilis rapid diligence surprised and astonished the
active barbarians.  Orderving his soldiers to provide themselves with biscuit
for twenty days, he suddenly pitched his camp near Tongres, while the
enemy still supposed him in his winter quarters at Paris, expecting the slow
arrival of his convoys from Aquitania. Without allowing the Franks to
unite or deliberate, he skillully spread his legions from Cologne to the ocean;
and by the terror as well as by the success of his arms, soon reduced the
suppliant tribes to implore the clemency and to obey the commands of their
conqueror. The Chamavians submissively retired to their former habita-
tions heyond“the Rhine, bat the Salians were permitted to possess their
new establishment of Toxandria as the subjects and auxiliaries of the Roman
Empire. The treaty was ratified by solemn oaths, and perpetual inspectors
were appointed to reside among the Franks with the authority of enforcing
the strict observance of the conditions. An incident is related, interesting
enough in itself and by no means repugnant to the character of Julian, who
iigenionsly contrived both the plot and the catastrophe of the tragedy.
When the Chamavians sued for peace, he required the son of their king as
the only hostage on whom he could rely. A mournful silence, interrupted
by tears and groans, declared the sad perplexity of the barbarians ; and their
aged chief lamented in pathetic language that his private loss was now
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embittered by a sense of the public calamity. While the Chamavians lny
rostrate at the foot of his throne, the royal captive, whom they belied to
Eave been slain, unexpectedly appeared before their eyes ; and as soon as the
tumult of joy was hushed into attention, the c@sar addressed the assembly
in the following terms : * Behold the son, the prince whom you wepi. You
had lost him by your fault. God and the Romans have restored him to
you. I shall still preserve and educate the youth, rather as a monument
of my own virtue than as a pledge o1 your sincerity. Should you presume to
violate the faith which you have sworn,
the arms of the republic will avenge the
perfidy mot on the innpcent but on the
guilty.” The barbarians withdrew from
his presence, impressed with the warmest
sentiments of gratitude and admiration.

EXPEDITION BEYOND THE RHINE

It was not enough for Julian to have
delivered the provinces of Gaul from the
barbarians of Germany. He aspired to
emulate the glory of the first and most
illustrious of the emperors, after whose
example he composed his own commen-
taries of the Gallic War. Ceesar has re-
lated with conscious pride the manner
in which he twice passed the Rhine.
Julian could boast that before he as-
sumed the title of Augustus, he had car-
ried the Roman eagles beyond that great
river in three successful expeditions.
The consternation of the Germans after
the battle of Strasburg encouraged him
to the first attempt, and the reluctance
of the troops soon yielded to the persua-
sive eloquence of a leader who shared
the fatigues and dangers which he im-
posed on the meanest of the soldiers.
The villages on either side of the Menus A GERMAN ARCHER
(Main), which were plentifully stored
with corn and cattle, felt the ravages of an invading army. The principal
houses, constructed with some imitation of Roman elegance, were consumed
by the flames; and the c®sar boldly advanced about ten miles, till his prog-
ress was stopped by a dark and impenetrable forest, undermined by subter-
raneous passages, which threatened, with secret snares and ambush, every
step of the assailants.

The ground was already covered with snow; and Julian, after repairing
an ancient castle which had been erected by Trajan, granted a truce of
ten months to the submissive barbarians. At the expiration of the truce
Julian undertook a second expedition beyond the Rhine to humble the pride
of Surmar and Hortaire, two of the kings of the Alamanni, who had been
present at the battle of Strasburg. They promised to restore all the Roman
captives who yet remained alive ; and as the casar had proctired an exact
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aecount from the cities and villages of Gaul of the inhabitants whom they
had bost, he detected every attempt to deceive him with a degree of readi-
ness and accuracy which almost established the belief of his supernatural
knowledge.

His third expedition was still more splendid and important than the two
Tormer. The Germans had collected their military powers and moved along
tlte opposite banks of the river with a design of destroying the bridge
and of preventing the passage of the Romans. DBut thi judicious plan of
defence was disconcerted by a skilful diversion. Three hundred light-
armed and active soldiers were detached in forty small®boats, to fall down
the stream in silence, and to land at some distance from the posis of the
eremy. They executed their orders with so much boldness and celerity
that they had almost surprised the barbarian chiefs, who returned in the
fearless confidence of intoxication from one of their nocturnal festivals.
Without repeating the uniform and disgusting tale of slaughter and devas-
tation, it is sufficient to observe that Julian dictated his own conlitions of
peace to six of the haughtiest kings of the Alamanni, three of whom were
permitted to view the severe discipline and martial pomp of a Roman camp.
Followed by twenty thousand captives, whom he had rescued from the chains
of the barbarians, the cesar repassed the Rhine, after terminating a war, the
success of which has been compared to the ancient glories of the Punic and
Cimbric victories.

JULTAN AS CIVIC RULER

As soon as the valour and conduct of Julian had secured an interval
of peace, he applied himself to a work more congenial to his bumane and
philosophic temper. The cities of Gaul, which had suffered from the in-
roads of the barbarians, he diligently repaired ; and seven important posts,
between Mogontiacum and the mouth of the Rhine, are mentioned, as having
been rebuilt and fortified by order of Julian. The vanquished Germans
had submitted to the just but humiliating condition of preparing and convey-
ing the necessary materials. The active zeal of Julian urged the prosecution
of the work, and such was the spirit which he diffused among the troops that
the auxiliaries themselves, waiving their exemption from any duties of fatigue,
contended in the most servile labours with the diligence of the Roman soldiers.
It was incumbent on the cwesar to provide for the subsistence, as well as for
the safety, of the inhabitants and of the garrisons. The desertion of the
former, and the mutiny of the latter, mmust have been the fatal and inevitable
consequences of famine. The tillage of the provinces of Gaul had been in-
terrupted by the calamities of war; but the scanty harvests of the continent
were supplied, by his paternal care, from the plenty of the adjacent island.
Six hundred large barks, framed in the forest of the Ardennes, made several
voyages to the coast of Britain; and, returning laden with corn, sailed up
the Rhine, and distributed their cargoes to the several towns and fortresses
along the banks of the river. The arms of Julian had restored a free and
secure navigation, which Constantius had offered to purchase at the expense
of his dignity, and of a tributary present of two thousand pounds of silver.
‘The emperor parsimoniously refused to his soldiers‘che sums which he granted
with a lavish and trembling hand to the barbarians. The dexterity, as
well as the firmness, of Julian was put to a severe trial, when he took the
field with a discontented army which had already served two campaigns
without recetving any regular pay or any extraordinary donative.
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A tender regard for the peace and happiness aof his subjects was the rul
ing principle which directed, or seemed to direct, the administration of
Julian. He devoted the leisure of his winter quarters to the offices of civil
government ; and affected to assume, with more pleasure, the character of a
magistrate, than that of a general. Before he took the field, he devolved on .
the provincial governors most of the public and private causes which had
been referred to his tribunal ; but, on his return, he carefully revised them
proceedings, mitigsted the rigour of the law, and prorpunced a second judg-
ment on the fudges themselves. Superior to the last temptation of virtuous
minds, and indiscreet and intemperate zeal for justice, he restrained with
calmness and dignity the warmth of an advocate who prosecuted, for extor-
tion, the president of the Narbonnese province. * Who will ever be fourd
guilty,” exclaimed the vehement Delphidius, “if it be enough to deny?”
« And who,” replied Julian, “will ever be innocent, if it be sufficient to
afirm ?”

In the general administration of peace and war the interest of the sov-
ereign is comwranly the same as that of his people ; but Constantius would
have thought himself deeply injured if the virtues of Julian had defrauded
him of any part of the tribute which he extorted from an oppressed and
exhausted country. The prince who was invested with the ensigns of royalty
might sometimes presume to correct the rapacious insolence of his inferior
agents; to expose their corrupt arts, and to introduce an equal and easier
mode of collection. But the management of the finances was more safely
entrusted to Florentius, pretorian prefect of Gaul, an effeminate tyrant, in-
capable of pity or remorse ; and the haughty minister complained of the
most decent and gentle opposition, while Julian himself was rather inclined
to censure the weakness of his own behaviour. The c®sar had rejected
with abhorrence a mandate for the levy of an extraordinary tax, a new
superindiction, which the prefect had offered for his signature ; and the faith-
ful picture of the public misery, by which he had been obliged to justify his
refusal, offended the court of Constantius.

We may enjoy reading of the sentiments of Julian, as he expresses them
with warmth and freedom,in a letter to one of his most intimate friends.
After stating his own conduct, he proceeds in the following terms : * Was
it possible for the disciple of Plato and Aristotle to act otherwise than
I have done? Could I abandon the unhappy subjects entrusted to my care?
Was I not called upon to defend them from the repeated injuries of these
unfeeling robbers? A tribune who deserts his post is punished with death,
and deprived of the honours of burial. With what justice could I pronounce
his sentence, if, in the hour of danger, I myself neglected a duty far more
sacred and far more important? God has placed me in this elevated post
— His providence will guard and support me. Should I be condemned to
suffer, I shall derive comfort from the testimony of a pure and upright con-
science. Would to heaven that I still possessed a counsellor like Sallust!
If they think proper to send me a successor, I shall submit without reluc-
tance ; and had much rather improve the short opportunity of doing good,
than enjoy a long and lasting impunity of evil.” The precarious and de-
pendent situation of Julian displayed his virtues and concealed- his defects.
The young hero, who supported in Gaul the throne of Constantius, was not
permitted to reform the vices of the government ; but he had courage %o
alleviate or to pity the distress of the people. Unless he had been able to
revive the martial spirit of the Romans, or to introduce the arts of indus-
try and refinement among their savage enemies, he could not entertain any
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rational hopes of securing the public tranquillity either by the peace or con-
auest of Germany. Yet the victories of Julian suspended for a short time
the inroads of the barbarians, and delayed the ruin of the Western Empire.

His salutary influence restored the cities of Gaul, which had been so long
exposed to the evils of civil discord, barbarian war, and domestic tyranny ;
and the spirit of industry was revived with the hope of enjoyment. Agri-
dalture, manufactures, and commerce again flourished under the protection
of the laws ; and the*:uris, or civil corporations, were aguin filled with use-
ful and respectable members ; the youth were no longer apprehensive of
marriage, and married persons were no longer apprehensive of posterity ;
the public and private festivals were celebrated with customary pomp, and
the frequent and secure intercourse of the provinces:displayed the image of
national prosperity. A mind like that of Julian must have felt the general
happiness of which he was the author, but he viewed with peculiar satisfac-
tion and complacency the city of Paris, the seat of his winter residence and
the object even of his partial affection. That splendid capital, which now
embraces an ample territory on either side of the Seine, was originally con-
fined to the small island in the midst of the river, from whence the inhabitants
derived a supply of pure water. The river bathed the foot of the walls, and
the town was accessible only by two wooden bridges.

A forest overspread the northern side of the Seine, but on the south, the
ground, which now bears the name of the university, was covered with houses
and adorned with a palace and amphitheatre, baths, an aqueduct, and a Field
of Mars for the exercise of the Roman troops. The severity of the climate
was tempered by the neighbourhood of the ocean; and with some precautions,
which experience had taught, the vine and fig tree were successfully culti-
vated. But, in remarkable winters, the Seine was deeply frozea ; and the
huge pieces of ice that floated down the stream, might be compared, by an
Asiatic, to the blocks of white marble which were extracted from the quarries
of Phrygia. The licentiousness and corruption of Antioch recalled to the
memory of Julian the severe and simple manners of his beloved Lutetia,
where the amusements of the theatre were unknown or despised. He indig-
nantly contrasted the effeminate Syrians with the brave and honest sim-
plicity of the Gauls, and almost forgave the intemperance, which was the
only stain of the Celtic character. If Julian could now revisit the capital
of France, he might converse with men of science and genius, capable of
understanding and of instructing a disciple of the Greeks ; he might excuse
the lively and graceful follies of a nation, whose martial spirit has never been
enervated by the indulgence of luxury, and he must applaud the perfection
of that inestimable art, which softens and refines and embellishes the inter-
cowrse of social life.

THE JEALOUSY OF CONSTANTIUS

While the Romans languished under the ignominious tyranny of eunuchs
and bishops, the praises of Julian were repeated with transport in every part
of the empire, except in the palace of Constantius. The barbarians of Ger-
many had felt, and still dreaded, the arms of the young cewsar; his soldiers
were the companions of his victory; the grateful provincials enjoyed the
blessings of his reign; but the favourites, who had opposed his elevation,
were offended by his virtues; and they justly considered the friend of the
people as the enemy of the court. A long as the fame of Julian was doubt-
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ful, the buffoons of the palace, who were skilled in the language of satire,
tried the efficacy of those arts which they had so often practised with success.
They easily discovered that his simplicity was not exempt from affectation ;
the ridiculous epithets of a hairy savage, of an ape invested with the purple,
were applied to the dress and person of the philosophic warrior; and his
modest despatches were stigmatised as the vain and elaborate fictions of a
loquacious Greek, a speculative soldier, who had studied the art of war
amidst the groves of the academy. The voice of lalicious folly was at
length silenced by $he shouts of victory; the conqueror of the Franks and
Alamanni could no longer be painted as an object of contempt; and the
menarck himself was wmeanly ambitious of stealing from his lieutenant the
honourable reward of Ids labours. In the letters crowned with laurel, whith,
according to ancient custom, were addressed to the provinces, the name of
Julian was omitted. Constantius had made his dispositions in person ; he had
signalised his valour in the foremost ranks; his military conduct had secured
the victury; and the captive king of the barbarians was presented to him on
the field of bardle, from which he was at that time distant about forty days’
journey. So extravagant a fable was incapable, however, of deceiving the
public credulity, or even of satisfying the pride of the emperor himself.

ROMAN LIGHT BATTERING-RAM

Secretly conscious that the applause and favour of the Romans accompanied
the rising fortunes of Julian, his discontented mind was prepared to receive
the subtle poison of those artful sycophants, who coloured their mischievous
designs with the fairest appearances of truth and candour. Instead of de-
preciating the merits of Julian, they acknowledged, and even exaggerated,
his popular fame, superior talents, and important services. But they darkly
insinuated that the virtues of the cesar might instantly be converted into
the most dangerous crimes, if the inconstant multitude should prefer their
inclinations to their duty ; or if the general of a victorious army should be
tempted from his allegiance by the hopes of revenge, and independent
greatness.

The apparent tranquillity of Gaul, and the imminent danger of the eastern
provinces, offered a specious pretence for the design which was artfully con-
certed by the imperial ministers. They resolved to disarm the ceasar ; to
recall those faithful trooos who guarded his person and dighity; and to
employ, in a distant war against the Persian monarch, the hardy veterans
who had vanquished, on the banks of the Rhine, the fiercest nations of
Germany. While Julian used the laborious hours of his winter quarters at
Paris in the administration of power, which, in his hands, was the exercise
of virtue, he was surprised by the hasty arrival of a tribune and a notary,
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with positive orders from the emperor which they were directed to execute,
ard Ite was commanded not to oppose. Constantius signified his pleasure,
that four entire legions, the Celtee and Petulants, the Heruli, and the Bata-
vians, should be separated from the standard of Julian, under which they had
acquired their fame and discipline; that in each of the remaining bands
three hundred of the bravest youths should be selected; and that this num-
erbus detachment, the strength of the Gallic army, should instantly begin
their march, and exert their utmost diligence to arrive, Kefore the opening
of the campaign, on the frontiers of Persia. The casar foresaw and lamented
the consequences of this fatal mandate. Most of the auxiliaries, who engaged
their voluntary service, had stipulated that they showld never be obliged to
pass the Alps. The public faith of Rome and the pevsonal honour of Julian
had been pledged for the observance of this condition. Such an act of treach-
ery and oppression would destroy the confidence and excite the resentment
of the independent warriors of Germany, who considered truth as the noblest
of their virtues, and freedom as the most valuable of their possessiohs. The
legionaries, who enjoyed the titles and privileges of Roman: were enlisted
for the general defence of the republic ; but those mercenary troops heard
with cold indifference the antiquated names of the republic and of Rome.
Attached, either from birth or long habit, to the climate and manners of Gaul,
they loved and admired Julian; they despised, and perhaps hated, the
emperor; they dreaded the laborious march, the Persian arrows, and the
burning deserts of Asia. They claimed as their own the country which they
had saved; and excused their want of spirit, by pleading the sacred and
more immediate duty of protecting their families and friends.

The apprehensions of the Gauls were derived from the knowledge of the
inevitable danger. As soon as the provinces were exhausted of<their mili-
tary strength, the Germans would violate a treaty which had been imposed
on their fears; and, notwithstanding the abilities and valour of Julian, the
general of a nominal army, to whom the public calamities would be im-
puted, must find himself, after a vain resistance, either a prisoner in the camp
of the barbarians, or a criminal in the palace of Constantius. If Julian com-
plied with the orders which he had received, he would subscribe to his own
destruction, and that of a people who deserved his affection. But a positive
refusal was an act of rebellion, and a declaration of war. The inexorable
jealousy of the emperor, the peremptory, and perhaps insidious, nature of
his commands, left not any room for a fair apology or candid interpretation ;
and the dependent station of the ceasar scarcely allowed him to pause or to
deliberate. Solitude increased the perplexity of Julian ; he could no longer
apply to the faithful counsels of Sallust, who had been removed from his
office by the judicious malice of the eunuchs. Unable to resist, unwilling to
comply, Julian expressed, in the most serious terms, his wish, and even his
intention of resjgning the purple, which he could not preserve with honour,
but which he could not abdicdte with safety.

After a painful conflict, Julian was compelled to acknowledge that
obedience was the virtue of the most eminent subject ; and that the sover-
eign alone was entitled to judge of the public welfare. He issued the
necessary orders for carrying into execution the commands of Constan-
tius; a part of the troops began their march for the Alps; and the detach-
mehts from the several garrisons moved towards their respective places of
assembly. They advanced with difficulty through the trembling and
affrighted crowds of provincials, who attempted to excite their pity by
silent despair; or loud lamentations 3 while the wives of the soldiers,
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holding their infants in their arms, aceused the desertion of their husbandx,
in the mixed language of grief, of tenderness, and of indignation. 'Lhis scen
of general distress afllicted the humanity of the ciwsar; he granted a suffi-
cient number of post-wagons to transport the wives and fumilies of the
soldiers, endeavoured to alleviate the hardships which he was constrained to
inflict, and inereased, by the most laudable arts, his own popularity, and the
disconten® of the exiled troops.

JULIAN ACCLAIMED AUGUSTUS

As soon as the approach of the troops was announced, the cwsar went
out to meet them and ascended his tribunal, which had been erected in a
plain before the gutes of the city. After distinguishing the officers and
soldiers who by their rank or merit deserved a peculiar attention, Julian
addressed himself in a studied oration to the surrounding multitude ; he
celebrated thei exploits with grateful applause ; encouraged them to ac-
cept, with alacrity, the honour of serving under the eye of a powerful and
liberal monarch ; and admonished them, that the commands of the augustus
required an instant and cheerful obedience. The soldiers, who were appre-
hensive of offtending their general by an indecent clamour, or of belying
their sentiments by false and venal acclamations, maintained an obstinate
silence, and, after a short pause, were dismissed to their quarters. The
principal officers were entertained by the cwsar, who professed, in the
warmest language of friendship, his desire and his inability to reward,
according to their deserts, the brave companions of his victories. They
retired froiwa the feast full of grief and perplexity ; and lamented the
hardship of their fate, which tore them from their beloved general and
their native country.

The only expedient which could prevent their separation was boldly agi-
tated and approved ; the popular resentment was insensibly moulded into a
regular conspiracy ; their just reasons of complaint were heightened by pas-
sion, and their passions were inflamed by wine ; as on the eve of their depar-
ture the troops were indulged in licentious festivity. At the hour of midnight,
the impetuous multitude, with swords, and bows, and torches in their hands,
rushed into the suburbs; encompassed the palace, and careless of future
dangers, pronounced the fatal and irrevocable words, JULIAN AUGUSTUS!
The prince, whose anxious suspense was interrupted by their disorderly
acclamations, secured the doors against their intrusion; and, as long as it
was in his power, secluded his person and dignity from the accidents of a
nocturnal tumult. At the dawn of day, the soldiers, whose zeal was irri-
tated by opposition, forcibly entered the palace, seized, with respectful
violence, the object of their choice, guarded Julian with drawn swords
through the streets of Paris, placed him on the tribunal, and with repeated
shouts saluted him as their emperor. Prudence as well as loyalty inculcated
the propriety of resisting their treasonable designs, and of preparing, for his
oppressed virtue, the excuse of violence.

Addressing himself by turns to the multitude and to individuals, he im-
plored their mercy, and expressed his indignation ; conjured them not to
sully the fame of their immortal victories; and ventured to promise, thatif
they would immediately return to their allegiance, he would undertake to
obtain from the emperor, not only a free and gracious pardon, but even the
revocation of the orders which had excised their resentment. But the soldiers,
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who were conscious of their guilt, chose rather to depend on the gratitude
af Julian, than on the clemency-of the emperor. Their zeal was insensibly
turned into impatience, and their impatience into rage. The inflexible casar
sustained, till the third hour of the day, their prayers, their reproaches, and
their menaces; nor did he yield, till he had been repeatedly assured, that if
he wished to live, he must consent to reign. He was exalted on a shield in
the presence, and amidst the unanimous acclamations, of the troops ; a rich
military collar, whicli*was offered by chance, supplied the-want of a diadem
the ceremony was concluded by the promise of a moderate donétive ; and the
new emperor, overwhelmed with real or affected grief, retired into the most
secret recesses of his apartment.

To moderate the zeal of his party, to protect the: persons of his enemies,
to defeat and to despise the secret enterprises which were formed against his
life and dignity, were the cares which employed the first days of the reign
of the new emperor. Although he was firmly resolved to maintain the
station which he had assumed, he was still desirous of saving his country

Prows oF RodMAN WAR GALLEYS

from the calamities of civil war, of declining a confest with the superior
forces of Constantius, and of preserving his own character from the reproach
of perfidy and ingratitude.- Adorned with the ensigns of military and impe-
rial pomp, Julian showed himself in the Field of Mars to the soldiers, who
glowed with ardent enthusiasm in the cause of their pupil, their leader, and
their friend. He recapitulated their victories, lamented their sufferings,
applauded their resolution, animated their hopes, and checked their impetu-
osity ; nor did he dismiss the assembly, till he had obtained a solemn promise
from the troops that if the emperor of the East would subscribe an equitable
treaty, they would renounce any views of conquest, and satisfy themselves
with the tranquil possession of the Gallic provinces. On this foundation he
composed, in his own name, and in that of the army, a specious and moderate
epistle, which was delivered to Pentadius, his master of the offices, and to
his chamberlain Eutherius ;~two ambassadors whom he appointed to receive
the answer, and observe the dispositions of Constantius. This epistle is
inscribed with the modest appellation of Cwsar; but Julian solicits, in a
peremptory, though respectful manner, the confirmation of the title of Augus-
tus. He acknowledges the irregularity of his own election ; while he justi-
fies in some measure the resentment and violence of the troops which had
extorted his reluctant consent. He allows the supremacy of his brother Con-
stantius ; and engages to send him an annual present of Spanish horses, to
recruit his army with a select number of barbarian youths, and to accept
from his cholce a pratorian prefect ofiapproved discretion and fidelity. But
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he reserves for himself the nomination of his other civil and military officers,
with the troops, the revenue, and the sovereignty, of the provinces beyond
the Alps. He admonishes the emperor to consult the dictates of justice ; to
distrust the arts of those venal flatterers who subsist only by the discord of
princes ; and to embrace the offer of a fair and honourable treaty, equally
advantageous to the republic and to the house of Constantine. In this nego-
tiation, Julian claimed no more than he already possessed.

The negotiations of peace were accompanied and supported by the most
wigorous preparations for war. The army, which Julian held in readiness for
immediate action, was recruited and augmented by the disorders of the times.
The cruel persecutionseof the faction of Magnentius had filled Gaul with
numerous bands of outlaws and robbers. They cheerfully accepted the offtr
of a general pargon from a prince whom they could trust, submitted to the
restraints of military discipline, and retained only their implacable hatred to
the person and government of Constantius. As soon as the season of the
year permitted Julian to take the field, he appeared at the head of his legions;
threw a bridge swer the Rhine in the neighbourhood of Cleves ; and prepared
to chastise the perfidy of the Attuarii, a tribe of Franks, who presumed that
they might ravage, with impunity, the frontiers of a divided empire. The
difficulty, as well as glory, of this enterprise, consisted in a laborious march ;
and Julian had conquered, as soon as he could penetrate into a country which
former princes had considered as inaccessible.

CONSTANTIUS versus JULTAN

The ansbassadors of Julian had been instructed to execute with the
utmost diligence, their important commission. But in their passage through
Italy and Illyricum, they were detained by the tedious and affected delays
of the provincial goyernors; they were conducted by slow journeys from
Constantinople to Cesarea in Cappadocia ; and when at length they were
admitted to the presence of Constantius, they found that he had already con-
ceived from the despatches of his own officers, the most unfavourable opinion
of the conduct of Julian, and of the Gallic army. The letters were heard
with impatience ; the trembling messengers were dismissed with indignation
and contempt ; and the looks, the gestures, the furious language of the
monarch, expressed the disorder of his soul. The domestic connection which
might have reconciled the brother and the husband of Helena, was recently
dissolved by the death of that princess, whose pregnancy had been several
times fruitless, and was at last fatal to herself. The empress Eusebia had
preserved to the last moment of her life, the warm and even jealous affection
which she had conceived for Julian ; and her mild influence might have
moderated the resentment of a prince, who, since her death, was abandoned -
to his own passions, and to the arts of his eunuchs.

But the terror of a foreign invasion obliged him to suspend the punish-
ment of a private enemy ; he continued his narch towards Persia, and thought
it sufficient to signify the conditions which might entitle Julian and his guilty
followers to the clemency of their offended sovereign. He required that the
presumptuous casar should expressly renounce the appellation and rank of
augustus, which he had accepted from the rebels; that he should descend
to his former station of a limited and dependent minister ; that he should
vest the powers of the state and army in the hands of those officers who were
appointed by the imperial court ; and that he should trust hi¢ safety to the
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agsurances of pardon which were announced by Epictetus, a Gallic bishop,
and one of the Arian favourites of Constantius. Several months were in-
effectually consumed in a treaty which was negotiated at the distance of
three thousand miles between Paris and Antioch ; and as soon as Julian
perceived that his moderate and respectful behaviour served only to irritate
the pride of an implacable adversary, he boldly resolved to commit his life
ahd fortune to the chance of a civil war. He gave a public and military
audience to the quzebl‘gor Leonas ; the haughty epistle ot Constantius was
read to the attentive multitude ; and Julian protested with the’most flatter-
ing deference, that he was ready to resign the title of Augustus, if he could
obtain the consent of those whom he acknowledged as the authors of his
elevation. The faint proposal was impetuously silericed ; and the acclama-
tions of * Julian Augustus, continue to reign, by the authosity of the army,
of the people, of the republic, which you have saved,” thundered at once from
every part of the field, and terrified the pale ambassador of Constantius.

The situation of Julian required a vigorous and immediate résolution.
He had discovered, from intercepted letters, that his adversry, sacrificing
the interest of the state to that of the monarch, had again excited the bar-
barians to invade the provinces of the West.

The hopes of Julian depended much less on the number of his troops,
than on the celerity of his motions. In the execution of a daring enterprise,
he availed himself of every precaution, as far as prudence could suggest ;
and where prudence could no longer accompany his steps, he trusted the
event to valour and to fortune. In the neighbourhood of Bale he assembled
and divided his army. One body, which consisted of ten thousand men,
was directed under the command of Nevitta, general of the cavalry, to ad-
vance through the midland parts of Retia and Noricum. A simifar division
of troops, under the orders of Jovius and Jovinus, prepared to follow the
oblique course of the highways, through the Alps, and the northern confines
of Italy. The instructions to the generals were conceived with energy
and precision ; to hasten their march in close and compact columns, which,
according to the disposition of the ground, might readily be changed into
any order of battle; to secure themselves against the surprises of the night
by strong posts and vigilant guards; to prevent resistance by their unex-
pected arrival ; to elude examination by their sudden departure; to spread
the opinion of their strength, and the terror of his name; and to join their
sovereign under the walls of Sirmium.

For himself, Julian had reserved a more difficult part. He selected three
thousand active volunteers, resolved, like their leader, to cast behind them
every hope of a retreat ; at the head of this band, he fearlessly plunged into
the recesses of the Marcian or Black Forest, which conceals the sources of the
Danube, and for many days, the fate of Julian was unknown to the world.
The secrecy of his march, his diligence and vigour, surmounted every ob-
stacle ; he forced his way over mountains and morasses, occupied the bridges,
or swam the rivers, pursued his direct course, without reflecting whether he
traversed the territory of the Romans or of the barbarians, and emerged,
between Castra Regina (Ratisbon) and Vindobona (Vienna) at fhe place
where he designed to embark his troops on the Danube. By a stratagem, he
seized a fleet of light brigantines, as it lay at anchor ; secured a supply of
codrse provisions, sufficient to satisfy the indelicate, but voracious, appetite
of a Gallic army ; and boldly committed himself to the stream of the Danube.
The labours of his mariners, who plied their oars with incessant diligence,
and the steady continuance of a favourable wind, carried his fleet above seven
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hundred miles in eleven days, and he had already disembarked his troops at
Bononia, only nineteen miles from Sirmium, before his enemies could recki
any certain intelligence that he had left the banks of the Rhine. In the
course of this long and rapid navigation, the mind of Julian was fixed on the
object of his enterprise ; and though he accepted the deputation of some
cities, which hastened to claim the merit of an early submission, he passed
before the hostile stations, which were placed along the river, without im-
dulging the temptation of signalising a useless and iHl-timed valour.

The banks of the Danube were crowded with spectators, who gazed on
the military pomp, anticipated the importance of the event, and diffused
through the adjacent country the fame of a young hero, who advanced with
more than mortal speed at the head of the innumerable forces of the West.
Lucilian, who, with the rank of general of the cavalry, commanded the
military powers of Illyricum, was alarmed and perplexed by the doubtful
reports, which he could neither reject nor believe. He had taken some slow

SANDALS WORN BY OFFICERS

and irresolute measures for the purpose of collecting his troops, when he was
surprised by Dagalainhus, an active officer, whom Julian, as soon as he landed
at Bononia, had pushed forward with some light infantry. The captive gen-
eral, uncertain of his life or death, was hastily thrown upon a horse, and
conducted to the presence of Julian, who kindly raised him from the ground
and dispelled the terror and amazement which seemed to stupefy his facul-
ties. But Lucilian had no sooner recovered his spirits, than he betrayed his
want of discretion, by presuming to admonish his conqueror, that he had
rashly ventured, with a handful of men, to expose his person in the midst of
his enemies. ‘Reserve for your master Constantius these timid remon-
strances,” replied Julian, with a smile of contempt ; * when I gave you my
purple to kiss, I received you not as a counsellor, but as a suppliant.”
Conscious that success alone could justify his attempt, and that boldness
only could command success, he advanced at the head of three thousand
soldiers to attack the strongest and most populous city of the Illyrian prov-
inces. As he entered the long suburb of Sirmdium, he was received by the
joyful acclamations of the army and people ; who, crowned with flowers and
holding lighted tapers in their hands, conducted their acknowledged sover-
eign to s imperial residence. Two days were devoted to the public joy,
which was celebrated by the games of the circus ; but, early on the morning
of the third day, Julian marched to occupy the narrow pass of Succi, in the
defiles of Mount Hemus ; which, almost in the midway between Sirmium
and Constantinople, separates the provinces of Thrace and Dacia, by an
abrupt descgnt towards the former, and a gentle declivity on the side of
the latter. The defence of this impertant post was entrusted to the brave
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Nevitta; who, as well as the generals of the Italian division, successfully
cxecuted the plan of the march and junction which their master had so ably
conceived.

From his palace, or, more properly, from his headquarters, of Sirmium
and Naissus, he distributed to the principal cities of the empire a laboured
apology for his own conduct; published the secret despatches of Constantius;
ahd solicited the judgment of mankind, between two competitors, the one of
whom had expelled, aikl the other had invited the barbaridns. Julian, whose
mind was deeply wounded by the reproach of ingratitde, aspired to main-r

tain, by argument as well as by arms, the bupcum merits of his cause ; and
to excel «-not, only in the arts of war, but in thosz of composition. His
epistle to the senate and people of Athens seems to-have been dictated by
an elegant enthusiasm, which prompted him to submit his. actions and his
motives to the degenerate Athenians of his own times, with the same humble
deference, as if he had been pleading in the days of Aristides, before the
tribunal of the Areopagus. Ilis application to the senate of Rome, which
was still permitted to bestow the titles of imperial power, wes agreeable to
the forms of the expiring republic. An assembly was summoned by Tertul-
lus, prefect of the city; the cpistle of Julian was read; and as lhe appeared
to be master of Italy, his claims were admitted without a dissenting voice.
His oblique censure of the innovations of Constantine, and his passionate
invective against the vices of Constantius, were heard with less satisfaction;
and the senate, as if Julian had been present, unanimously exclaimed :

Reslwecf we bescech you, the author of your own fortune,” an artful
expression, which, according to the chance of war, might be differently
explained, as a manly 101)1001’ of the ingratitude of the usurner, or as a flat-
tering confession, that a single act of such benefit to the state ought to atone
for all the failings of Constantius.

The mtelhrrence ol the march and rapid progress of Julian was speedily
transmitted to his rival, who, by the retreat of Sapor. had obtained some
respite from the Persian War. Disguising the anguish of his soul under
the semblance of contempt, Constantius professed his intention of returning
into Lurope, and of giving chase to Julian ; for he never spoke of his mili-
tary expedition in any other light than that of a hunting party. In the
camp of Ilierapolis, in Syria, he communicated this design to his army;
slightly mentioned the guilt and rashness of the cwesar; and ventured to
assure them, that if the mutineers of Gaul presumed to meet them in the
field, they would be unable to sustain the fire of their eves, and the irresist-
ible weight of their shout of onset. The specch of the emperor was received
with militar y applause, and Theodotus, the president of the council of Hierap-
olis, requested, with tears of adulation, that his city might be adorned with
the head of the vanquished rebel. A chosen detachment was despatched away
in post wagons, to sccure, if it were yct possible, the pass of Succi; the recruits,
the horses, the arms, and the magazines which had been prepared against Sapor,
were appropriated to the service of the civil war; and the domestic victories
of Constantius inspired his partisans with the most sanguine assurances of
success. The notary Gaudentius had occupied in his name the previnces of
Africa; the subsistence of Rome was intercepted; and the distress of Julian
was increased, by an unexpected event, which might have been productive
of Yatal consequences.  Julian had received the submission of two legions
and a cohort ol archers, who were stationed at Sirmium ; but he suspected,
with reason, the fidelity of those troops which had been dlstnwmshed by the
emperor; and it was thought expedien#, under the pretence of the exposed
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gtate of the Gallic frontier, to dismiss them from the most important sceme
of action. They advanced, with reluctance, as far as the confines of Italy
but, as they dreaded the length of the way, and the savage fierceness of the
Germans, they resolved, by the instigation of one of their tribumnes, to halt
at Aquileia, and to erect the banners of Constantius on the walls of that
impregnable city. The vigilance of Julian perceived at once the extent of
the mischief, and the necessity of apvlying an immediate remedy. By his
order, Jovinus led back a part of the army into Itwiy; and the siege of
Aquileia was formed with diligence, and prosecuted with vigour. But the
legionaries, who seemed to have rejected the yoke of discipline, conducted
the defemrce of the place with skill and perseverance ; invited the rest of Italy
to imitate the example of their courage and loyalty; and threatened the
retreat of Julian, f he should be forced to yield to the superior numbers of
the armies of the East.

THI ™EATH OF CONSTANTIUS; JULIAN SOLE EMPEROR

But the humanity of Julian was preserved from the cruel alternative,
which he pathetically laments, of destroying, or of being himself destroyed ;
and the seasonable death of Constantius delivered the Roman Empire from
the calamities of civil war. The approach of winter could not detain the
monarch at Antioch; and his favourites durst not oppose his impatient desire
of revenge. A slight fever, which was perhaps occasioned by the agitation
of his spirits, was increased by the fatigues of the journey; and Constantius
was obliged to halt at the little town of Mopsucrene, twelve miles beyond
Tarsus, whese he expired, after a short illness, in the forty-fifth year of his
age, and the twenty-fourth of his reign. His genuine character was com-
posed of pride and weakness, of superstition and cruelty. The long abuse
of power rendered him a considerable object in the eyes of his contempora-
ries; but as personal therit can alone deserve the notice of posterity, the last
of the sons of Constantine may be dismissed from the world with the remark,
that he inherited the defects, without the abilities, of his father.

Before Constantius expired, he is said to have named Julian for his suc-
cessor; nor does it seem improbable, that his anxious concern for the fate
of a young and tender wife, whom he left with child, may have prevailed, in
his last moments, over the harsher passions of hatred and revenge. Eusebius
and his guilty associates made a faint attempt to prolong the reign of the
eunuchs, by the election of another emperor ; but their intrigues were re-
jected with disdain by an army which now abhorred the thought of civil dis-
cord; and two officers of rank were instantly despatched, to assure Julian,
that every sword in the empire would be drawn for his service. The mili-
tary designs of that prince, who had formed three different atfacks against
Thrace, were prevented by this fortunate event. Without shedding the
blood of his fellow-citizens he escaped the dangers of a doubtful conflict, and
acquired the advantages of a complete victory. Impatient to visit the place
of his birth, and the new capital of the empire, he advanced from Naissus
through the mountains of Heemus and the cities of Thrace. When he reached
Heraclea, at the distance ot sixty miles, all Constantinople was poured forth
to receive him ; and he made his triumphal entry amidst the dutiful accla-
mations of the soldiers, the people, and the senate. An innumerable multi-
tude pressed around him with eager respect, and were perhaps disappointed,
when they beheld the small staturegand simple garb, of a hero whose
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Unexperienced youth had vanquished the barbarians of Germany, and who had
mow traversed, in a successful career, the whole continent of Europe, from
the shores of the Atlantic to those of the Bosporus. A few days after-
ward, when the remains of the deceased emperor were landed in the har-
bour, the subjects of Julian applauded the real or affected humanity of their
s‘overeign. On foot, without his diadem, and clothed in a mourning habit,
he accompanicd the funeral as far as the church of the Holy Apostles, where
the body was deposited ; and if these marks of respect tnay be interpreted
as a selfish tribute to the birth and dignity of his imperial kinsinan, the tearg
of Julian professed to the world, that he had forgotten the injuries, and
remembered only the obligations, which he had received from Cofistantius.
As soon as the legions of Aquileia were assured of the death of the emperor,
they opened the gates of the city, and, by the sacrifice of their guilty leaders,
obtained an easy pardon from the prudence or lenity of Julian; who, in the
thirty-second year of his age, acquired the undisputed possession of the
Roman Empire.b

THE RELIGION OF JULIAN

The love of justice and the correct sense of the duties of a ruler which
Julian had displayed when a cwsar in Gaul, did not desert him on the
imperial throne in Constantinople ; and had it not been for one fatal cir-
cumstance, he might have been the object of general applause and admira-
tion. But Julian had renounced the religion of the empire and adopted
that of ancient Greece, which he entertained the chimerical idea of restoring
to its primitive importance ; and in the pursuit of this object he did not
attend sufficiently to the principles of justice and equity. Frowa his change
of faith he has been styled the Apostate, unjustly as appears to us, for of his
sincerity there can be no doubt; and however we may lament for, pity, or
even despise those who change from conviction, we are not justified in
condemning or reviling them.

Gallus and Julian after the massacre of their relatives had been com-
mitted to the charge of Euasebius, the bishop of Nicomedia. They were
instructed in the articles of faith and practice then prevalent, with all of
which they complied without any hesitation ; and Julian it was remembered
had publicly read the Holy Scriptures in the church of that city. But while
the rude, sullen Gallus became a steady and bigoted believer, the milder and
more philosophic and studious Julian took a distaste to the religion in which
he was instructed. He had been made familiar with the great writers of
ancient Hellas by his tutor the eunuch Mardonius; and the admiration he
felt for the works of Homer and other eminent poets, the veneration for
antiquity, and the brilliant colours with which the ancient poetic Olympus
stood investe(l, as contrasted with the grovelling superstition with which he
was surrounded ; and the noble spirit and glorious deeds of the believers in
the ancient creed, compared with the base arts and paltry actions of the men
of his own time —all combined to operate on the mind of the young prince,
and he became a believer in the theology of Homer and Hesiod.  But it was
not the charming poetic creed of the early and best days of Hellas that
Julian adopted, it was the absurd, contemptible ‘mysticism of the Neo-Pla-
tonists ; and as in his Christianity he neglected the beautiful simplicity of
the Gospel, confounding it with the intricate metaphysics and abject super-
stition which then prevailed in the church ; so in his paganism he lost the
poetic creed of the old times in the tasteless, unsubstantial vagaries and
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allegories of the school of Alexandria. In fact, he had not that oricinal
vigour of intellect which would have emaneipated him from the spirit o? the
age. Superstition was the prevailing sentiment, and the philosophic emperor
was in his way as deeply immersed in it as the most grovelling ascetic.

According to the emperor’s own account, he was a Christian till he
reached his twentieth "year. He then, after being instructed by various
sophists, was by the archimage Maximus secretly initiated at Ephesus with
all those ceremonks which imposture and superstitiou had imported from
Asia and inc®rporatad with the mythic faith of Hellas. During his short
abode some years after at Athens, Julian was solemnly initiated in the
mysteries of Eleusis. ®till he was to outward appearance a Christian, and
the empress Eusebia had not probably a shade of doubt respecting the faith
of her distinguisued protégé. In Gaul he appears to have still dissembled,
and to have openly assisted at the Christian worship, while in his closet he
offered his homage to the Sun and Hermes. When he assumed the imperial
dignity he disdained all further concealment of his sentiments and boldly
proclaimed bimnelf a votary of the ancient gods.

Julian was by nature just and humane; he was also a philosopher and
statesman enough to know that persecution, if it does not go the full length
of extermination, adds strength and numbers and energy to the perse-
cuted and irritated party. He, therefore, instead of imitating Diocletian,
proclaimed a general toleration. The pagans were directed to open their
temples and offer victims as heretofore; the contending sects of Christians
were commanded to abstain from harassing and tormenting each other.
The Catholic prelates and clergy, whom the Arian Constantius had banished,
were accordinglx restored to their sees and churches.e

JULIAN INVADES THE EAST

As soon as Sapor was informed that the throne of Constantius was filled
by a prince of a very different character, he condescended to make some
artful, or perhaps sincere, overtures towards a negotiation of peace. But
the pride of the Persian monarch was astonished by the firmness of Julian,
who sternly declared that he would never consent to hold a peaceful confer-
ence among the flames and ruins of the cities of Mesopotamia; and who
added, with a smile of contempt, that it was needless to treat by ambassa-
dors, as he himself had determined to visit speedily the court of Persia.
The impatience of the emperor urged the diligence of the military prepara-
tions. The generals were named ; a formidable army was destined for this
important service ; and Julian, marching from Constantinople through the
provinces of Asia Minor, arrived at Antioch about eight months after the
death of his predecessor. His ardent desire to march into the heart of Per-
sia was checked by the indispensable duty of regulating the state of the
empire; by his zeal to revive the worship of the gods; and by the advice of
his wisest friends, who represented the necessity of allowing the salutary
interval of winter quarters, to restore the exhausted strength of the legions
of Gaul, and the discipline and spirit of the eastern troops. * Julian was
persuaded to fix, till the ensuing spring, his residence at Antioch, among
a people maliciously disposed to deride the haste, and to censure the delays,
of their sovereign.

If Julian had flattered himself, that his personal connection with the
capital of the East would be productive of mutual satisfaction to the prince
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and people, he made a very false estimate of his own character, and of the
wanners of Antioch. The warmth of the climate disposed the natives to
the most intemperate enjoyment of tranquillity and opulence ; and the lively
licentiousness of the Greeks was blended with the hereditary softness of the
Syrians. Fashion was the only law, pleasure the only pursuit, and the splen-
dour of dress and furniture was the only distinction of the citizens of Anti-
och. The arts of lujury were honoured ; the serious and manly virtues
were the subject of ridicule; and the contempt for female modesty and
reverend age, announced the universal corruption of thg capiti of the East
The love of spectacles was the taste, or rather passion, of the Syrians: the
most skilful artists were procured from the adjacert cities; a cousiderable
share of the revenue was devoted to the public amusements; and the mag-
nificence of the games of the theatre and circus was consislered as the hap-
piness and as the glory of Antioch. The rustic manners of a prince who
disdained such glory, and was insensible of such happiness, soon disgusted
the delicacy of his subjects; and the effeminate Orientals could nvither imi
tate nor admire the severe simplicity which Julian always.maintained, and
sometimes affected. The days of festivity, consecrated by ancient custom
to the honour of the gods, were the only occasions on which Julian relaxed
his philosophic severity ; and those festivals were the only days in which
the Syrians of Antioch could reject the allurements of pleasure. The major-
ity of the people supported the glory of the Christian name, which had been
first invented by their ancestors; they contented themselves with disobeying
the moral precepts, but they were scrupulously attached to the speculative
doctrines of their religion. The church of Antioch was distracted by heresy
and schism ; but the Arians and the Athanasians, the followers of Meletius
and those of Paulinus, were actuated by the same pious hacred 5f their com-
mon adversary.

The martial impatience of Julian urged him to take the field in the begin-
ning of the spring ; and he dismissed, with contempt and reproach, the senate
of Antioch, who accompanied the emperor beyond the limits of their own
territory, to which he was resolved never to return.

As the warlike emperor; instead of Constantius, had chosen Alexander for
his model, he advanced without delay to Carrhe, a very ancient city of Meso-
potamia, at the distance of fourscore miles from Hierapolis. The temple of
the Moon attracted the devotion of Julian ; but the halt of a few days was
principally employed in completing the immense preparations of the Persian
War. The secret of the expedition had hitherto remained in his own breast ;
but as Carrhe is the point of separation of the two great roads, he could no
longer conceal, whether it was his design to attack the dominions of Sapor
on the side of the Tigris, or on that of the Euphrates. The emperor detached
an army of thirty thousand men, under the command of his kinsman Proco-
pius, and of Sgbastian, who had been duke of Egypt. They were ordered to
direct their march towards I{isibis, and to secure the frontier from the desul-
tory incursions of the enemy, before they attempted the passage of the Tigris.
Their subsequent operations were left to the discretion of the generals ; but
Julian expected, that after wasting with fire and sword the fertile districts of
Media and Adiabene, they might arrive under the walls of Ctesiphon about
the same time that he himself, advancing with equal steps along the banks of
the Euphrates, should besiege the capital of the Persian monarchy. The suc-
cess of this well-concerted plan depended, in a great measure, on the power-
ful and ready assistance of the king of Armenia, who, without exposing the
safety of his own dominions, might Jdetach an army of four thousand horse,
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and twenty thousand foot, to the assistancc of the Romans. But the feeble
Arsaces Tiranus, king of Armenia, had dégenerated still more shamefudty
than his father Chosroes, from the manly virtues of the great Tiridates
and as the pusillanimous monarch was averse to any enterprise of danger
and glory, he could disguise his timid indolence by the ore decent excuses
of religion and g1 itude.

The military dispositions of Julian were skilfully contrived to deceive
the spies, and to Jivert the attention of Sapor. The legions appeared to
direct their march towards Nisibis and the Tigris. On a sudden they
wheeled to the right ; traversed the level and naked plain of Carrha; and
reached, on the third day, the banks of the Euphrates, where the strong town
of Nicephorium, ar Calltnicum, had been founded by the Macedonian kings.
From thence the gmperor pursued his march, above ninety miles, along the
winding stream of the Euphrates, till, at length, about one month after his
departure from Antioch, he discovered the towers of Circesium, the extreme
1imit of tne Roman dominions. The river Chaboras falls into the Euphrates
at Circesiuul, a1d as soon as the trumpet gave the signal of march, the Romans
passed the little stream which separated two mighty and hostile empires.

Two cities of Assy  presumed to resist the arms of a Roman emperor;
and they both paid the severe penalty of their rashness. At the distance of
fifty miles from the royal residence of Ctesiphon, Perisabor, or Anbar, held
the second rank in the province: a city, large, populous, and well-fortified,
surrounded with a double wall, almost encompassed by a branch of the
Euphrates, and defended by the valour of a numerous garrison. The exhor-
tations of Hormisdas were repulsed with contempt; and the ears of the
Persian prince were wounded by a just reproach, that, unmindful of his
royal birth, he conducted an army of strangers against his king and country.

"The Assyrians maintained their loyalty by a skilful, as well as vigorous,
defence ; till the lucky stroke of a battering-ram having opened a large
breach, by shattering one of the angles of the wall, they hastily retired into
the fortifications of the interior citadel. The soldiers of Julian rushed
impetuously into the town, and after the full gratification of every military
appetite, Perisabor was reduced to ashes ; and the engines which assaulted
the citadel were planted on the ruins of the smoking houses. The contest
was continued by an incessant and mutual discharge of missile weapons ;
and the superiority which the Romans might derive from the mechanical
powers of their balliste and catapulte was counterbalanced by the advan-
tage of the ground on the side of the besieged. But as soon as an helepolis
had been constructed, which could engage on equal terms with the loftiest
ramparts, the tremendous aspect of a moving turret, that would leave no
hope of resistance or of mercy, terrified the defenders of the citadel into an
humble submission ; and the place was surrendered only two days after
Julian first appeared under the walls of Perisabor. Twenty five hundred
persons, of both sexes, the feeble remnant of a flourishing people, were per-
mitted to retire; the plentiful magazines of corn, of arms, and of splendid
furniture were partly distributed among the troops, and partly reserved for
the public gervice ; the useless stores were destroyed by fire, or thrown into
the stream of the Euphrates: and the fate of Amida was revenged by the
total ruin of Perisabor.

. The city, or rather the fortress, of Maogamalcha, which was defended by
sixteen large towers, a deep ditch, and two strong and solid walls of brick
and bitumen, appears to have been constructed at the distance of eleven
miles, as the safeguard of the capital or Persia. The emperor, apprehensive
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&f leaving such an important fertress in his rear, immediately formed the
siage of Maogamalcha ; and the‘Roman army was distributed for that pur-
pose into three divisions. Victor, at the head of the cavalry, and of a
detachment of heavy-armed foot, was ordered to clear the country, as far as
the banks of the Tigris, and the suburbs of Ctesiphon. The conduct of the
attack was assumed by Julian himseclf, who seemed to place his whole
dependence in the miitary engines which he erected against the walls, while
he, secretly contrived a more efficacious method of intfoducing his troops
into the heart of the city. Under the direction of Nevitta and Dagalaiphus
the trenches were opened at a considerable distance, and'gradually rolonged
as far as the edge of the ditch. The ditch was speedily filled with earth;
and, by the incessant labour of the troops, a mime was carried under the
foundations of the walls, and sustained, at sufficient intexvals, by props of
timber. Three chosen cohorts, advancing in a single file, silently explored
the dark and dangerous passage, till their intrepid leader whispered back
the intelligence, that he was ready to issue from his confinemenc into the
streets of the hostile city. Julian checked their ardour that he might
insure their success; and immediately diverted the attention of the garri-
son by the tumult and clamour of a general assault. The Persians, who,
from their walls, contemptuously beheld the progress of an impotent attack,
celebrated, with songs of triumph, the glory of Sapor; and ventured to
assure the emperor, that he might ascend the starry mansion of Ormuzd,
before he could hope to take the impregnable city of Maogamalcha. The
city was already taken. History has recorded the name of a private sol-
dier, the first who ascended from the mine into a deserted tower. The
passage was widened by his companions, who pressed forward with impa-
tient valour. Fifteen hundred enemies were already in the .aidst of the
city. The astonished garrison abandoned the walls, and their only hope
of safety; the gates were instantly burst open; and the revenge of the
soldier, unless it were suspended by lust or avarice, was satiated by an
undistinguishing massacre. The governor, who had <yielded on a promise
of mercy, was burned alive a few days afterwards, on a charge of having
uttered some disrepectful words against the honour of Prince Hormisdas.
The fortifications were razed to the ground; and not a vestige was left to
indicate that the city of Maogamalcha had ever existed.

The successful valour of Julian had triumphed over all the obstacles that
opposed his march to the gates of Ctesiphon. But the reduction, or even the
siege, of the capital of Persia, was still at a distance ; nor can the military
conduct of the emperor be clearly apprehended, without a knowledge of the
country which was the theatre of his bold and skilful operations. Twenty
miles to the south of Baghdad, and on the eastern bank of the Tigris, the
curiosity of travellers has observed some ruins of the palaces of Ctesiphon,
which, in the time of Julian, was a great and populous city. The name
and glory of the adjacent Seleucia were forever extinguished ; and the only
remaining quarter of that Greek colony had resumed, with the Assyrian
language and manners, the primitive appellation of Coche.

Coche was situated on the western side of the Tigris; but it was naturally
consided as a suburb of Ctesiphon, being supposedly connected with it by a
permanent bridge of boats. The united parts contributed to form the com-
mon epithet of Al Modain, ¢ the cities,” which the Orientals have bestowed
on the winter residence of the Sassanids; and the whole circumference of the
Persian capital was strongly fortified by the waters of the river, by lofty walls,
and by impracticable morasses. N¥ar the ruins of Seleucia the camp of
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Julian was fixed, and secured by a ditch and rampart against the sallies of the
numerous and enterprising garrison of Coche. In this fruitful and pleasant
country the Romans were plentifully supplied with water and forage; and
several forts which might have embarrassed the motions of the army snbmit-
ted, after some resistance, to the efforts of their valour. The fleet passed from
the Euphrates into an artificial derivation of that river, which pours a copious
and navigable stream into the Tigris,at a small distance below the great city.
If they bad followed this royal canal, which bore the name of Nahar-Malcha,
the intermediate sitwation of Coche would have separated the ficet and army
of Julian ; and the rash attempt of steering against the current of the Tigris,
and forctng their way through the midst of a hostile capital, must bave been
attended with the total destruction of the Roman navy. The prudence of the
emperor foresaw he danger, and provided the remedy. As he had minutely
studied the operations of Trajun in the same country, he soon recollected that
his warlike predecessor had dug a new and navigable canal, which, leaving
Coche owu the right hand, conveyed the waters of the Nahar-Malcha into the
river Tigriv. at ¢ome distance above the cities. From the information of the
peasants Julian ascertained the vestiges of this ancient work, which were
almost obliterated by design or accident. By the indefatigable labour of the
soldiers, a broad and deep channel was speedily prepared for the reception of
the Euphrates. A strong dike was constructed to interrupt the ordinary cur-
rent of the Nahar-Malcha : a flood of waters rushed impetuously into their new
bed ; and the Roman fleet, steering their triumphant course into the Tigris,
derided the vain and ineffectual barriers which the Persians of Ctesiphon had
erected to oppose their passage.

A BATTLE BY THE TIGRIS

As it became necessary to transport the Roman army over the Tigris,
another labour presented itself, of less toil, but of more danger, than the
preceding expedition. The stream was broad and rapid ; the ascent steep
and difficult ; and the entrenchments, which had been formed on the ridge
of the opposite bank, were lined with a numerous army of heavy cuirassiers,
dexterous archers, and huge elephants, which (according to the extravagant
hyperbole of Libanius) could trample, with the same ease, a field of corn or
a legion of Romans. In the presence of such an enemy, the construction
of a bridge was impracticable ; and the intrepid prince, who instantly
seized the only possible expedient, concealed his design till the moment of
execution from the knowledge of the barbarians, of his own troops, and
even of his generals themselves. Under the specious pretence of examining
the state of the magazines, fourscore vessels were gradually unladen ; and
a select detachment, apparently destined for some secret expedition, was
ordered to stand to their arms on the first signal. Julian disguised the
silent anxiety of his own mind with smiles of confidence and joy; and
amused the hostile nations with the spectacle of military games, which he
insultingly celebrated under the walls of Coche. The day was consecrated
to pleasure ; but, as soon as the hour of supper was past, the emperor sum-
moned his generals to his tent, and acquainted them that he had fixed that
night for the passage of the Tigris. They stood in silent and respectful
astonishment ; but, when the venerable Sallust assumed the privilege of bis
age and experience, the rest of the chiefs supported with freedom the weight
of his prudent remonstrances.
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Julian however contented himself with observing that conquest and
sofeLy depended on the attempt:; that, instead of diminishing, the number
of their enemies would certainly be increased, by successive reinforcements;
and that a longer delay would neither contract the breadth of the stream nor
level the height of the bank. The signal was instantly given and obeyed:
the most impatient of the legionaries leaped into five vessels that lay nearest
to the bank; and as they plied their ogrs with intrepid diligence, “hey were
lost, after a few moments, in the darkness of the night. A-flame arose on the
opposite side, and Julian, who too clearly understood that his foremost vessels
in attempting to land, had been fired by the enemy, dexterously converted
their extreme danger into a presage of victory. ¢ Our fellow-soldiers,” he
edgerly exclaimed, *are already masters of the banks; see, they make the ap-
pointed signal. Let us hasten to emulate and assist thei. courage.” The
united and rapid motion of a great fleet broke the violence of the current,
and they reached the eastern shore of the Tigris with sufficient speed to ex-
tinguish the flames and rescue their adventurous companions. THe difficul-
ties of a steep and lofty ascent were increased by the weigh%.of armour and
the darkness of the night. A shower of stones, darts, and fire was incessantly
discharged on the heads of the assailants, who, after an arduous struggle,
climbed the bank and stood victorious upon the rampart.

As soon as they were possessed of a more equal field, Julian, who, with
his light infantry, had led the attack, darted through the ranks a skilful and
experienced eye ; his bravest soldiers, according to the precepts of Homer,
were distributed in the front and rear; and all the trumpets of the imperial
army sounded to battle. The Romans, after sending up a military shout,
advanced in measured steps to the animating notes of martial music, launched
their formidable javelins, and rushed forwards with drawn siores, to deprive
the barbarians, by a closer onset, of the advantage of their missile weapons.
The whole engagement lasted above twelve hours; till the gradual retreat
of the Persians was changed into a disorderly flight, of which the shameful
example was given by the principal leader, and the Surenas himself. They
were pursued to the gates of Ctesiphon; and the conquerors might have
entered the dismayed city if their general, Victor, who was dangerously
wounded with an arrow, had not conjured them to desist from a rash attempt,
which must be fatal if it were not successful. On their side, the Romans
acknowledged the loss of only seventy-five men ; while they affirmed that
the barbarians had left on the field of battle twenty-five hundred, or
even six thousand, of their bravest soldicrs. The spoil was such as might
be expected from the riches and luxury of an oriental camp : large quanti-
ties of silver and gold, splendid arms and trappings, and beds and tables of
massy silver. The victorious emperor distributed, as the rewards of valour,
some honourable gifts, civic, and mural, and naval crowns; which he, and
perhaps he alone, estecemed more precious than the wealth of Asia. A
solemn sacrifice was offered’ to the god of war, but the appearances of the
victims threatened the most inauspicious events; and Julian soon discov-
ered, by less ambiguous signs, that he had now reached the term of his
prosperity.

On the second day after the battle, the domestic guards, the Jovians and
Herculians, and the remaining troops, which coinposed near two-thirds of
the whole army, were securely wafted over the Tigris. While the Persians
beheld from Ctesiphon the desolation of the adjacent country, Julian cast
many an anxious look towards the north, in full expectation that, as he him-
self had viccoriously penetrated to the capital of Sapor, the march and
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Rnotion of his lieutenants, Sebastian and Procopius, would be executea wrth
¢ same courage and diligence. His expectations were disappointed by
the treachery of the Armenian king, who permitted, and most probably
direoted, the desertion of his auxiliary troops from the camp of the Romans;
and by the dissensions of the two generals, who were incapable of forming
or executing any plan for the public service. When the emperor had re-
linquishéd the hope of this importans reinforcement, I condescended to hold
a council of war, and approved, after a full debate, the sentiment of those
generals who dissuaded him from the siege of Ctesiphon as being a fruitless and
pernicious undertaking. It is not easy for us to conceive by what arts of
?:rrtiﬁca;tion a city thrace besieged and taken by the predecessors of Julian
could be rendered impregnable against an army of sixty thousand Romans,
commanded by brave and experienced general, and abundantly supplied
with ships, provisions, battering engines, and military stores. But we may
rest assured, from the love of glory and contempt of danger which formed
'the character of Julian, that he was not discouraged by any trivial or imagi-
nary obstaclee At the very time when he declined the siege of Ctesiphon,
he rejected, with obstinacy and disdain, the most flattering offers of a nego-
tiation of peace.

Sapor, who had been so long accustomed to the negligence and tardy
ostentation of Constantius, was surfrised by the intrepid diligence of his
successor. As far as the confines of India and Scythia, the satraps of the
distant provinces were ordered to assemble their troops, and to march, with-
out delay, to the assistance of their monarch. But their preparations were
dilatory, their motions slow; and before Sapor could lead an army into the
field, he received the melancholy intelligence of the devastation of Assyria,
the ruin oi-his palaces, and the slaughter of his bravest troops, who defended
the passage of the Tigris. The pride of royalty was humbled in the dust;
he took his repasts on the ground; and the disorder of his hair expressed
the grief and anxiet,z of his mind. Perhaps he would not have refused to
Eurchase, with one-half of his kingdom, the safety of the remainder; and

e would have gladly subscribed himself, in a treaty of peace, the faithful
and dependent ally of the Roman conqueror. Under the pretence of pri-
vate business, a minister of rank and confidence was despatched secretly to
embrace the knees of Hormisdas, and to request, in the language of a sup-
glia.nt, that he might be introduced into the presence of the emperor. The

assanian prince, whether he listened to the voice of pride or humanity,
whether he consulted the sentiments of his birth or the duties of his situa-
tion, was equally inclined to promote a salutary measure which would ter-
minate the calamities of Persia and secure the triumph of Rome. He was
astonished by the inflexible firmness of a hero who remembered, most unfor-
tunately for himself and for his country, that Alexander had uniformly
rejected the propositions of Darius. But as Julian was sgnsible that the
hope of a safe and honourable peace might cool the ardour of his troops, he
earnestly requested that Hormisdas would privately dismiss the minister of
Sapor, and conceal this dangerous temptation from the knowledge of the
camp.

THE PURSUIT OF SAPOR

The honour, as well as interest, of Julian forbade him to consume his
time under the impregnable walls of Ctesiphon; and as often as he defied
the barbarians who defended the city to meet him on the open plain, they
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pradently replied that, if he desired to exercise his valour, he might seek the
arpy of the Great King. He felt the insult, and he accepted the advice
Instead of confining his servile march to the banks of the Euphrates and
Tigris, he resolved to imitate the adventurous spirit of Alexander, and boldly
to advance into the inland provinces, till he forced his rival to contend with
him, perhaps in the plains of Arbela, for the empire of Asia. The magna-
nimity of Julian was applauded and betrayed by the arts of a noble‘Persian,
whq, in the cause of his country, had gencrously submitted to act a part full
of danger, of falschood, and of shame. With a train of faithftl followers,
he deserted to the imperial camp, exposed, in a specious tale, the injuries
which he had sustained; exaggerated the cruclty of Sapor, the discontent of
thé people, and the weakness of the monarchy; and confidently offered him-
self as the lostage and guide of the Roman march. Tl most rational
grounds of suspicion were urged, without effect, by the wisdom and experi-
ence of Hormisdas; and the credulous Julian, recciving the traitor into his
bosom, was persuaded to issue a hasty order which, in the opinion of man-
kind, appeared to arraign his prudence and to endanger higesafety.

He destroyed in a single hour the whole navy, which had been trans-
ported above five hundred miles, at such expense of toil, of treasure, and of
blood. Twelve or, at the most, twenty-two small vessels were saved, to
accompany on carringes the march of the army, and to form occasional
bridges for the passage of the rivers. .\ supply of twenty days’ provisions
was reserved for the use of the soldiers; and the rest of the magazines, with
a fleet of eleven hundred vessels which rode at anchor in the Tigris, were
abandoned to the flames, by the abzolute command of the emperor. The
Christian bishops, Gregory and Augustine, insult the madness of the apos-
tate, who executed, with his own hands, the sentence ot divene justice.
Their authority, of less weight, perhaps, in a military question, is confirmed
by the cool judgment of an experienced soldier, who was himself spectator
of the conflagration, and who could not disapprove the reluctant murmurs of
the troops.

Yet there are not wanting some specious and perhaps solid reasons
which might appear to justify the resolution of Julian.  The navigation of
the Euphrates never ascended above Babylon, nor that of the Tigris above
Opis. The distance of the last-mentioned city from the Roman camp was
not very considerable; and Julian must soon have renounced the vain and
impracticable attempt of forcing upwards a great flect against the stream of
a rapid river, which in several places was embarrassed by natural or artificial
cataracts. Thie power of sails and oars was insuflicient ; it became necessary
to tow the ships against the current of the river; the strength of twenty
thousand soldicrs was exhausted in this tedious and servile labour ; and if
the Romans continued to march along the banks of the Tigris, they could
only expect to yeturn home without achieving any enterprise worthy of the
genius or fortune of their leadler.  If, on the contrary, it was advisable to
advance into the inland country, the destruction of the fleet and magazines
was the only measure which could save that valuable prize from the hands of
the numerous and active troops which might suddenly be poured from the
gates of Ctesiphon.  IHad the arms of Julian been victorious, we should now
adivire the conduct as well as the courage of a heto who, by depriving his
soldiers of the hopes of a retreat, lelt them only the alternative of death or
conquest.

The cumbersome train of artillery and wagons, which retards the opera-
tions of a modern army, was in a great theasure unknown in the camps of the
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Romans. Yet, in every age, the subsistence of sixty thousand men must
have been one of the most important cares of a prudent general, and that
subsistence could only be drawn from his own or from the enemy’s country.
Had it been possible for Julian to maintain a bridge of communication on
the Tigris, and to preserve the conquered places of Assyria, a desolated
province could not afford any large or regular supplies, in a season of the
year when the lands were covered by the inundatiod of the Euphrates and
the unwholesome air was darkened with swarms of innumerable insects.

The appearance of the hostile country was far more inviting. The exten-
sive rerion lying between the river Tigris and the mountains of Media was
filled with villages and towns; and the fertile soil, for the most part, was in
a very improvec state of cultivation. Julian might expect that a conqueror
who possessed fhe two forcible instruments of persuasion, steel and gold,
would easily procure a plentiful subsistence from the fears or avarice of the
natives. But on the approach of the Romans this rich and smiling prospect
was instantlv blasted. Wherever they moved, the inhabitants deserted
the open villages and took shelter in the fortified towns; the cattle were
driven away; the grass and ripe corn were consumed with fire ; and as soon
as the flames had subsided which interrupted the march of Julian, he beheld
the melancholy face of a smoking and naked desert. This desperate and
effectual method of defence can only be executed by the enthusiasm of a
people who prefer their independence to their property; or by the rigour of
an arbitrary government which consults the public safety, without submit-
ting to their inclinations the liberty of choice. On the present occasion, the
zeal and obedience of the Persians seconded the commands of Sapor; and
the emperor was soon reduced to the scanty stock of provisions, which con-
tinually wasted in his hands. Before they were entirely consumed, he might
still have reached the wealthy and unwarlike cities of Ecbatana or Susa, by
the effort of a rapid and well-directed march ; but he was deprived of this last
resource by his igncpance of the roads and by the perfidy of his guides.

The Romans wandered several days in the country east of Baghdad;
the Persian deserter, who had artfully led them into the snare, escaped
from their resentment ; and his followers, as soon as they were put to the
torture, confessed the secret of the conspiracy. The visionary conquests of
Hyrcania and India, which had so long amused, now tormented the mind
of Julian. Conscious that his own imprudence was the cause of the public
distress, he anxiously balanced the hopes of safety or success, without obtain-
ing a satisfactory answer either from gods or men. At length, as the only
practicable measure, he embraced the resolution of directing his steps towards
the banks of the Tigris, with the design of saving the army by a hasty march
to the confines of Gordyene, a fertile and friendly province, which acknow-
ledged the sovereignty of Rome. The desponding troops obeyed the signal
of retreat, only seventy days after they had passed the Chaboras with the
sanguine expectation of subverting the throne of Persia.

As long as the Romans seemed to advance into the country, their march
was observed and insulted from a distance by several bodies of Persian
cavalry ; who, showing themselves sometimes in loose, and sometimes in
closer order, faintly skirmished with the advanced guards. ‘These detach-
ments were however supported by a much greater force; and the heads of
the columns were no sooner pointed towards the Tigris, than a cloud of dust
arose on the plain. The Romans, who now aspired only to the permission
of a safe and speedy retreat, endeavoured to persuade themselves that this
formidable appearance was occasioned by a troop of wild ases, or perhaps
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by the approach of somé friendly Arabs. They halted, pitched their tents,
fortified their camp, passed the whole night in continual alarms ; and dis-
covered at the dawn of day that they were surrounded by an army of Persians.
This army, which might be considered only as the van of the barbarians, was
soon followed by the main body of cuirassiers, archers, and elephants, com-
manded by Nermanes, a general of rank and reputation. He was accompanied
by two of the king’s soxs, and many of the principal satraps ; and fame and
expgctation exaggerated the strength of the remaining powers, which slowly
advanced under the conduct of Sapor himself. Asthe Rorl.ans coritinued their
march, their long array, which was forced to bend, or divide, according to
the varieties of the ground, afforded frequent and favourable opportunities
to their vigilant enemies. The Persians repeatedly charged with fury, they
were repeatedly repulsed with firmness; and the action at Aaronga, which
almost deserved the name of a battle, was marked by a considerable loss of
satraps and elephants, perhaps of equal value in the eyes of their monarch.

JULIAN'S DEATH

These splendid advantages were not obtained without considerable
slaughter on the Roman side ; several officers of distinction were either
killed or wounded ; the emperor himself, who, on all occasions of danger,
inspired and guided the valour of his troops, was obliged to expose his person
and exert his abilities. The weight of offensive and defensive arms, which
still constituted the strength and safety of the Romans, disabled them from
making any long or effectual pursuit ; and as the horsemen nf the East were
trained to dart their javelins and shoot their arrows at full speed, and in
every possible direction, the cavalry of Persia was never more formidable than
in the moment of a rapid and disorderly flight. But the most certain and
irreparable loss of the Romans was that of time. Thg. hardy veterans, ac-
customed to the cold climate of Gaul and Germany, fainted under the sultry
heat of an Assyrian summer ; their vigour was exhausted by the incessant
repetition of march and combat ; and the progress of the army was suspended
by the precautions of a slow and dangerous retreat, in the presence of an
active enemy. Every day, every hour, as the supply diminished, the value
and price of subsistence increased in the Roman camp. Julian, who always
contented himself with such food as a hungry soldier would have disdained,
distributed, for the use of the troops, the provisions of the imperial house-
hold, and whatever could be spared from the sumpter-horses of the tribunes
and generals. But this feeble relief served only to aggravate the sense of
the public distress ; and the Romans began to entertain the most gloomy
apprehensions that before they could reach the frontiers of the empire they
should all perish, either by famine or by the sword of the barbarians.?

In the early hours of the 26th of June the army advanced and was
immediately followed by the Persians, who marched on the wings, on
the hilly ground at either side of the way, watching to seize a favourable
opportunity for attack. This soon offered itself, for whilst Julian had
ridden a little in advance, unarmed, to reconnoitre, he was suddenly in- -
formed that the army had been attacked in the reat. He went there imme-
diately to render assistance, seizing a shield, but in his haste forgetting to
put on the coat of mail which he had taken off on account of its weight and
the oppressive heat. No sooner had he reached the rear than the news came
that the army was also engaged with tne enemy in the van. The emperor
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Evas promptly on the spot, and the Roman light infantry, encouraged by
his splendid example, succeeded in repulsing the Persians.

The Romans immediately started in pursuit, the emperor hinrself

iving the signal, and, transported with ardour and eager desire for
combat, himself taking part in it. Unarmed as he was, and without any
thought of himself, he was carried away in the throng of the fugitives. He
no longe1 heard the warning cries of his companions, who had been parted
from hiw in the general confusion; evil fate had already overtaken him, for
‘the spear of = horsaman, coming suddenly from an unknown quarter, grazed
his arm and pierce® his ribs, where it remained. He tried to extract it with
his riglt hand, but it was useless; he only wounded his fingers- with the
sharp iron. He then fell from his horse, but was soon brought into camp

Meanwhile t.¥e fighting continued ; the Romans, amongst whom the news
of the fall of the emperor had soon spread, advanced, full of rage and without
thought of their own safety, on the Persians who were again closing their ranks.
A proivavted struggle ensued and the air was filled with the cries of the dying,
the neighing of horses, and the whir of arrows. At last night put an end to
the bloodshed. The loss on both sides was considerable.

Let us return to the emperor. He lay dying in his tent, surrounded by
his faithful followers, who could not suppress their anguish. He tried to
console them by long speeches, in which he alluded to the honourable death
granted him by favour of the gods; death was made easy to him, since
he had nothing to repent of in the actions of his life, for he had always con-
sidered the happiness and welfare of his subjects as the object of his govern-
ment, and had had them in view in all his undertakings.

He would not express any desire as to his successor, lest he should pass
over anyone woithy. Who does not recall the death of Alexander, his
great model ? All that he desired was the best possible ruler for the empire.
After thus speaking in a tranquil tone, the emperor gave some directions
concerning his private property; he also inquired for the chancellor Ana-
tolius, whose absence he had noticed. When he heard from Sallust that he
was dead, he lamented him bitterly, he who shortly before had considered
his own death as a favour of the gods. He soon recovered himself and
reproached those around him who had burst into tears, as he considered it
unseemly to lament a prince who was so soon to become united to the gods.
He then engaged in conversation with the philosophers, Maximus and Pris-
cus, on the immortal destiny of the soul. This continual conversation was
not favourable to his condition, for the wound suddenly began to bleed
again, his breath became laboured, and after taking a drink of fresh water,
he expired quietly about midnight.

Such was the end of the last emperor of the house of Constantine, on
whom the pagans had set such great hopes, at the early age of barely
thirty-two years, and after a reign of barely twenty months.c



