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CHAPTER IX

THE STATE OF ENGLAND IN 1685

POPULATION ; TAXATION

OxE of the first objects of an inquirer, who wishes to form a correct notion
of the state of a community®at a given time, must be to ascertain of how
many persons that community then consisted. Unfortunately the popula-
iton of England in 1685 cannot be ascerfained with perfect accuracy. For
no great state had then adopted the wise course of periodically numbering
the people. All men were left to conjecture for themselves; and, as they
generally cengectured without examining facts, and under the influence of
strong passions and prejudices, their guesses were often ludicrously absurd.
Even intelligent Londoners ordinarily talked of London as containing several
millions of souls. It was confidently asserted by many that, during the
thirty-five years which had elapsed between %he accession of Charles I and
the, Resgoration, the population of the city had increased by two millions.
Jiven while the ravages of the plague and fire were recent, it was the fashion to
say that the capital still had a million and a half of inhabitants. Some per-
sons, disgusted by these exaggerations, ran violently into the opposite extreme.
Thus Isaac Vossius, a man of undoubted parts and learning, strenuously main-
tained that there were only two millions of human beings in England, Scot-
Jand, and Ireland taken together. s
s  We are not, however, left without the means of correcting the wild blun-
ders into which some mings wete hurried by national vanity and others by
a morbid love of paradpx. There are extant three computations which seem
tp be entifled to peculiar attention. They are entirely independent of each
ather: they proceed on different principles; and yet there is little difference
in the results.

One’of these compittations was made in the year 1696 by Gregory King,
Lancasfer %erald, a polttical arithmetician of great acuteness and judgment.
The basis of his calculations was the number of houses returned in 1690 by
ﬂ.le officers who made®the last collection of the hearth money. The conclu-
sion at which he arrived vgas that the population of England wa$ nearly five
millions and a half. -

About the same time King William IIT was desirous to ascertain the com-
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parative strength of the religious sects into wfliqh the community was divided.
An inquiry was instituted; and reports®were laid before him from all the
dioceses of the realm. According to these reports the number qf his English
subjects must have been about five million two hundred thdusand. . Lastly,
Mr. Finlaison, an actufly of eminent skill, subjected the ancient parochial
registers to all the tests which the modern improvements in statistical science
enabled him to apply. His opinion was, that, at the close of the, seventeenth
century, the population of England was a little under five million two hun-
dred thousand souls. :

Of< these three estimates, framed without concert by different persons
from different sets of materials, the highest, which is that of King, does not
exceed the lowest, which is that of Finlaison, by ofie-twelfth. We may, there-
fore, with confidence pronounce that, when James II reigned, England con-
tained between five million and five miilion five hundred thousand inhabi-
tants. ‘ c

Of the taxation we can speak with more confidence and preaision than of
the population. The revenue of England, when Charles II died, was small,
when compared with the resources which she even then possessed, or with
the sums which were raised by the governments of the neighbburing cofin-
tries. It had, from the time of the Restoration, been almost constantly
increasing: yet it was little more than three-fourths of the revenue of the
United Provinces, and was hardly one-fifth of the revenue of France.

The most important head of receipt was the excise, which} in the last
year of the reign of Charles, produced 585,000 pounds, clear of all deductions.
The net proceeds of the customs amounted in the same year to five hundred
and thirty thousand pounds. These burdens did not lie very heavy on the
nation. The tax on chimneys, though less productive, xaised far louder mur-
murs. The discontent excited by direct imposts is, indeed, almost always
out of proportion to the quantity of money which they bring into the
exchequer; and the tax on chimneys was, even among direct imposts, pecu-
liarly odious: for it could be levied onty by means of domiciliary visits; and
of such visits the English have always been impatient to a degree which the
people of other countries can khut faintly conceive. The poorer householders
were frequently unable to pay their hearth money to the day. When this
happened, their furniture was distrained without mercy: for the tax “was
farmed; and a farmer of taxes is, of all creditors, proverbially the most rapa-
cious. The collectors were loudly accused of performing their unpopular
duty with harshness and insolence. It was said that, as soon as they appeared
at the threshold of a cottage, the children began to wail, and the old womén
ran to hide their earthenware. Nay, the single bed of a poor family had some-
times been carried away and sold. The net annual receipt from this tax was
two hundred thousand pounds. ¢

When to the three great sources of income which have been mentioned we
add the royal domains, then far more extensive than at present, the first fruits
and tenths, which had not yet been surrendered to the church, the duchiés
of Cornwall and Lancaster, the forfeitures and the fines, we shall find that
the whole annual revenue of the crown may be fairly estimated at abeut four-
teen hundred thousand pounds. Of this revenue pert was hereditary: the
rest had been granted to Charles for life; and he was at liberty to lay out
the whole exactly as he thought fit. Whatever he eovld save by retrenchirfg
the expenditure of the public departments was an addition to his privy purse.
Of the post office, more will hereafter be said. The profits of that establish-
ment had been appropriated by parliament to the duke of York.
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The king’s revenue was, Or Javher ought to have been, charged with the
payment of about eighty thousand pounds a year, the interest ot the sum
fraudulently detaiged in the exchequer by the Cabal. While Danby was at
the headeof the finances, the creditors had received their dividends, though
not with the strict punctuality of modern times: but t®ose who had succeeded

" him al the trgasury had been less expert, or less solicitous to maintain public

faith. Since ghe vietory wgn by the court over the whigs, not a farthing had

® been paid; and no redress was granted to the suffereas till a new dynasty

had established a new system. There can be no greater error than to imagine
that the device of meeting the exigencies of the state by loans was 'mported
into our island by William III. From a period of immemorial antiquity it
had been the practice of every English government to contract debts. What
the Revolution infroduced was the practice of honestly paying them.

5 THE MILITARY SYSTEM

By plundering the public ereditor, it was possible to make an income of
abqut fourteen’ hundred thousand pounds, with some occasional help from

e France, support the necessary charges of the government and the wasteful

expenditure of the court. For that load which pressed most heavily on the
finanees of the great continental states was here scarcely felt. In France,
Germany, and the Netherlands, armies, such as Henry IV and Philip IT had
never employed in time of war, were kept up in the midst of peace. Bastions
and ravelins were everywhereerising, constructed on principles unknown to
Parma or Spinola. Stores of artillery and ammunition were accumulated,
such as even Richelieu, whom the preceding generation had regarded as a
worker of prodigies, would have pronounced fabulous. No man could jour-
ney many leagues in those countries without hearing the drums of a regiment
on march, o hkeing challenged by the sentinels on the drawbridge of a for-
tress. 1In our island, on the contrary, it was possible to live long and to travel
far, without being once reminded, by ‘any martial sight or sound, that the
defence of nations had become a science and a calling. The majority of Eng-
lishmen who were under twenty-five years of age had probably never seen a
company Jof regular soldiers. Of the cities which, in the civil war, had vali-
antly repelled hostile armies, scarce one was Now capable of sustaining a
siege. The gates stood open night and day. The ditches were dry. The
ramparts had been Suffered to fall Into decay, or were repaired only that the
tognsfolk might have a pleasant walk on summer evenings. Of the old
baronial keeps many had been shattered by the cannon of Fairfax and Crom-
well, and lay in heaps of ruin, overgrown with 1vy. Those which remained
1md lost their martial character, and were now rural palaces of the aristocracy.
The moats were turned into pre®rves of carp and pike. The mounds were
planted with fragrant shrubs, through which spiral walks ran up to summer
hquses adorned with mirrors and paintings.

. The onlY army which the law recognised was the militia. That force had
been remodelled by two acts of parliament passed shortly after the Restora-
tion. E%very man who possessed five hundred pounds a year derived from
land, or six tbousand poends of personal estate was bound to provide, equip,
and pay, at his own charge, one horseman. Every man who had fifty pounds’
a year derived from lartd, or six hundred pounds of personal estate, was
charged in like manner with one pikeman or musketeer. Smaller proprietors
were joined together in g ®ind of society, for which our language does not
afford a special name, but which an Athenian would have called a Synteleia;
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andveach society was required to furnisH{ according to its means, a horse
soldier or a foot soldier. The whole fiumber of cavalry and infantry thus
maintained was popularly estimated at a hundred and thjrty ¢housand men.

There were those who looked on the militia with no friendly eye. Men
who had travelled mdth on the Continent, who had marvelled at the stern
precision with which every sentinel moved and spoke in the citadels built by #
Vauban, who had seen the mighty armies which poured along all the roads
of Germany to chase: the Ottoman from the gates of Vienna, and who had °
been dazzled by the well ordered pomp of the household troops of Louis,
sneered much at the way in which the peasants of Devonshire arfld Yorkshire
marched and wheeled, shouldered muskets and ported pikes. The enemies
of the liberties and religion of England looked with aversion on a force which
could not, without extreme risk, be employed against those liberties and
that religion, and missed no opportunity of throwing ridicule on the rustic
soldiery. Enlightened patriots, when they contrasted these rude levies with
the battalions which, in time of war, a few hours might bring%o the coast of
Kent or Sussex, were forced to acknowledge that, dangerous as it might be
to keep up a permanent military establishment, it might be more dangerous
“still to stake the honour and independence of the country on the result®of a®
contest between ploughmen officered by justices of the peace, and veteran
warriors led by marshals of France. e

In parliament, however, it was necessary to express such opinions with
some reserve; for the militia was an institution eminently popular. Every
reflection thrown on it excited the indignation of both the great parties in
the state, and especially of that party which was distinguished by peculiar
zeal for monarchy and for the Ahglican church. The array of the counties
was commanded almost exclusively by tory noblemen‘and gentleraen. They
were proud of their military rank, and considered an insult offered to the
service to which they belonged as offered to themselves. .They were also
perfectly aware that whatever was said against a militia was said in favour of
a standing army; and the name of standing army was hateful to them. One
such army had held dominion in England; and under that dominion the king
had been murdered, the nobiity degraded, the landed gentry plundered, the
church persecuted. There was scarce a rural grandee who could not tell a
story of wrongs and insults suffered by himself, or by his father, &t the hands
of the parliamentary soldiers. One old cavalier had seen half his manor house
blown up. The hereditary elms of another had been hewn down. A third
could never go into his parish church without being reminded by the defaced
scutcheons and headless statues of his ancestry, that Oliver’s redcoats had
once stabled their horses there. The consequence was that those very roy-
alists, who were most ready to fight for the king themselves, were the last
persons who he could venture to ask for tne means of hiring regular troops.

Charles, however, had, a few months after his restoration, begun to form
a small standing army. He felt that, without some better protection than
that of the trainbands and beefeaters, his palace and person would hardly be «
secure, in the vicinity of a great city swarming with warlike fifth-monarchy
men who had just been disbanded. He therefore, eareless and proluse as he
was, contrived to spare from his pleasures a sum sufficient to keeb up a body
“of guards. With the increase of trade and of public wealth his revenues
increased; and he was thus enabled, in spite of the occasional murmurs of
the commons, 40 make gradual additions to his regular forces. One consid-
erable addition was made a few months before the close of his reign. The
costly, useless, and pestilential settlement of Tangier was abandoned to the
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barbarians who dwelt around it; Shd the garrisofi, consisting of one regithent
of horse and.two regiments of foot, %as brought to England. .

Since the heginning of the seventeenth century a great change had taken
place in the arms of the infantry. The pike had been gradually giving place
to the musket; and, at the close of the reign of Charfes II, most of his foot

s were musketeers. Still, however, there was a large intermixture of pikemen.
Each class of groops was ogcasionally instructed in the use of the weapon

* which peculiarly belonged to the other class. Every feot soldier had at his
side a sword for close fight. The dragoon was armed like a musketeer, and
was also provided with a weapon which had, during many years, been gradu-
ally coming into use, and which the English then called a dagger, but which,
from the time of our Revolution, has been known among us by the French
name of bayonet.. The bayonet seems not to have been so formidable an
instrument of destruction as it has sihce become; for it was inserted in the
mazzle of the'gun; and in action much time was lost while the soldier unfixed
his bayonet in erder to fire, and fixed it again in order to charge.

The regular army which was kept up in England at the beginning of the
year 1685 conststed, all ranks included, of about seven thousand foot, and

@bottt seventedn hundred cavalry and dragoons. The whole charge amounted
to about two hundred and ninety thousand pounds a year, less than a tenth
part of what the military establishment of France then cost in time of peace.
The daily pay of a private in the life-guards was four shillings, in the Blues
two shillings #nd sixpence, in the dragoons eighteenpence, in the foot-guards
tenpence, and in the line eightpesice. The discipline was lax, and indeed could
not be otherwise. The common law of England knew nothing of courts mar-
tial, and made no distinction, in time of peace, between a soldier and any
other subjecs; nor coulel the government then venture to ask even the most
loyal parliament for a mutiny bill. A soldier, therefore, by knocking down
his colonel, ingugred only the ordinary penalties of assault and battery, and
by refusing to obey orders, by sleeping on guard, or by deserting his colours,
incurred no legal penalty at all. Military punishments were doubtless inflicted
during ‘the reign of Charles IT; but they were inflicted very sparingly, and in
such a manner as not to attract public notice, oreto produce an appeal to the
courts of WWestminister Hall.

1 THE NAVY
If the jealousy of the parliament and of the nation made it impossible for

the king to maintain a formidable standing army, no similar impediment pre-
vented him from making England the first of maritime powers. Both whigs
anél tories were ready to applaud every step tending to increase the efficiency
of that force which, while it was th® best protection of the island against for-
eign enemies, was powerless against civil liberty. All the greatest exploits
achieved within the memory of that generation by English soldiers had been

-achjeved in War against English princes. The victories of our sailors had
been wonsover foreign foes, and had averted havoe and rapine from our own

esoil. By £t least half thesnation the battle of Naseby was remembered with
horror, and the battle of Bunbar with pride chequered by many painful feel-
ings: but’the defeat of the Armada, and the encounters of Blake with the -
Hollanders and Spaniards} were recollected with unmixed exultation by all .
parties. Ever since the Restoration, the commons, even whens most discon- ;
tented and most parsimonjous, had always been bountiful even to profusion

where the interest of the navy was concerned. It had been represented to
H. W.— VOL. XX. Y
®
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therfi, while Danby was mirfister, that mauy .of the vessels in the royal fleet
were old and unfit for sea; and, although the house was, at that time, in no
giving mood, an aid of near six hundred thousand pounds had been granted
for the building of thirty new men-of-war. i o

But the liberality bf the nation had been made fruitless by the vices of
the government. The list of the king’s ships, it is true, looked, well. “There ¢
were nine first rates, fourteen second rates, thirty-nine third rafes, and many
smaller vessels. This force, however, if it had been efficient, would in those *
days have been regarded by the greatest potentate as formidable. But it
existtd only on paper. When the reign of Charles terminated, Kis navy had
sunk into degradation and decay, such as would be almost incredible if it
was not certified to us by the independent and concurring evidence of witnesses
whose authority is beyond exception. Pepys, the ablest man in the English
admiralty, drew up, in the year 1684, a memorial on the state of his depart-
ment, for the information of Charles. A few months later Bonrepaux, the ablest
man in the French admiralty, having visited England for the especial purpose
of ascertaining her maritime strength, laid the result of his inquiries before
Louis. The two reports are to the same effect. Bonrepaux declared that
he found everything in disorder and in miserable condition, tnat the sueri-w
ority of the French marine was acknowledged with shame and envy at White- '
hall, and that the state of our shipping and dockyards was of itself sufficient
guarantee that we should not meddle in the disputes of Europe. Pepys
informed his master that the naval administration was a prodigy of wasteful-
ness, corruption, ignorance, and indolence, that no estimate could be trusted,
that no contract was performed, that no check was enforced. The vessels
which the recent liberality of parilament had enabled the government to build,
and which had never been out of harbour, had been'made of such wretched
timber that they were more unfit to go to sea than the old hulls which had
been battered thirty years before by Duteh and Spanish broadsides. Some
of the new men of war, indeed, were so rotten that, unless speedily repaired,
they would go down at their moorings. The sailors were paid with so little
punctuality that they were glad to find some usurer who would purchate their
tickets at forty per cent. ditcount. The commanders who had not powerful
friends at court were even worse treated. Some officers, to whom large
arrears were due, after vainly importuning the government during “many
years, had died for want of a morsel of bread.

Most of the ships which were afloat were commanded by men who had
not been bred to the sea. This, it is true, was not an abuse introduced by the
government of Charles. No state, ancient or modern, had, before that fime,
made a complete separation between the naval and military services. In the
great civilised nations of the old world, Cimon and Lysander, Pompey #nd
Agrippa, had fought battles by sea as welras by land. Nor had the impulse
which nautical science received at the close of the fifteenth century produced
any material improvement in the division of labour. Aft Flodden the right
wing of the victorious army was led by the admiral of England. At JaTnac _
and Moncontour the Huguenot ranks were marshalled by the admira of
France. Neither John of Austria, the conqueror of Lepanto, nor word How-4
ard of Effingham, to whose direction the marine of England 1vas entrusted
when the Spanish invaders were approaching our shores, had received the
education of a sailor. Raleigh, highly celebrated 4 a naval commander, *had
served during’ many years as a soldier in France,the Netherlands, and Ire-
land. Blake had distinguished himself by his skilful and valiant defence of
an inland town before he humbled the pride of Holland and of Castile on the
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ocean. Since the Restoration she same system®had been followed. Great
fleets had been entrusted to the diredtion of Rupert and Monk: Rufpert, who
was renowneds chiefly as a hot and daring cavalry officer; and Monk, who,
when he avished %us ship to change her course, moved the mirth of his crew
by calling out, ‘“ Wheel to the left!” ; Vi
| But aboug this time wise men began to perceive that the rapid improve-
ment, both ofgthe art of wgr and of the art of navigation, made it necessary
* to draw a line between two professions which had hithéto been confounded.
Either the command qof a regiment or the command of a ship was now a mat-
ter quite sufficient to occupy the attention of a single mind. Iu the®year
1672 the French governmenf, determined to educate young men of good fam-
ily from a very early age specially for the sea service. But the English gov-
ernment, instead of following this exgellent example, not only continued to
distribute high naval commands among landsmen, but selected for such com-
mands landsmen who, even on land, could not safely have been put in any
important trust. Any lad of noble birth, any dissolute courtier for whom
one of the king’s mistresses would speak a word, might hope that a Sh::s) of
theJine, and with it the honour of the country and the lives of hundreds of
<brave men, would be committed to his care. It mattered not that he had
never in his life taken a voyage except on the Thames, that he could not keep
his fegt in a breeze, that he did not know the difference between latitude
and longitude. No previous training was thought necessary; or, at most,
he was sent to make a short trip in a man-of-war, where he was subjected to
no discipiine, where he was trefted with marked respect, and where he lived
in a round of revels and amusements. If, in the intervals of feasting, drink-
ing, and gambling, he succeeded in learning the meaning of a few technical
phr:ses and she names 8f the points of the compass, he was fully qualified to
take charge of a threedecker.

Such was ghe ordinary character of those who were then called gentlemen
captains. Mingled with them were to be found, happily for our country,
naval commanders of a very different description, men whose whole life had
been passed on the deep, and who had worked and fought their way from the
lowest offices of the forecastle to rank and distin®tion. One of the most emi-
nent of th¢se officers was Sir Christopher Mings, who entered the service as
a gabin boy, avho fell fighting bravely against the Dutch, and whom his crew,
weeping and vowing vengeance, carried to the grave. From him sprang, by
a singular kind of descent, a line of valiant and expert sailors. His cabin boy
was _Sir John Narborough; and the cabin boy of Sir John Narborough was
Sir Cloudesley Shovel. To the strong natural sense and dauntless courage
of this class of men England owes a debt never to be forgotten. It was by
suéh resolute hearts that, in spite of much maladministration, and in spite of
the blunders of more courtly admiirals, our coasts were protected and the
reputation of our flag upheld during many gloomy and perilous years.

But to a landsman these tarpaulins, as they were called, seemed a strange

«2nd, half savage race. All their knowledge was professional; and their pro-
fessional knowledge was practical rather than scientific. Off their own ele-
ement they%vere as simple as children. Their deportment was uncouth. There
was roughness in their véry good nature; and their talk, where it was not
made up of nautical phrases, was too commonly made up of oaths and curses.
Such were the chiefs in whbse rude school were formed those sturdy warriors
from whom Smollet, in the ngxt age, drew Lieutenant Bowling® and®Commo-
ore Trunnion. But it doeg not appear that there was in the service of any
of the Stuarts a single naval officer such as, according to the notions of our



324 THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND
A ,/ ( [1685 A.D.!
times, a naval officer ought to be — that is o say, a man versed in the theory
and practice of his calling, and steeled against all the dangers ef battle and
tempest, yet of cultivated mind and polished manners. Ther: were gentle-
men and there were segmen in the navy of Charles II. But the seamen were
not gentlemen; and the gentlemen were not seamen. 2
The English navy at that time might, according to the most exact esti-
mates which have come down to us, have been kept in an efficient state for
£380,000 a year. Fdur hundred thousand pounds a year was the sum actu-
ally expended, but expended, as we have seen, to very little purpose. The
cost 6f the French marine was nearly the same; the cost of the Dutch marine
considerably more.

CHARGE OF CIVII: GOVERNMENT

Of the expense of civil government only a small portion was defrayed By
the crown. The great majority of the functionaries whose business was to
administer justice and preserve order either gave their services to the public
eratuitously, or were remunerated in a manner which caused no drain on fhe

revenue of the state. The sheriffs, mayors, and aldermen of the towns, the®

country gentlemen who were in the commission of the peace, the head
boroughs, bailiffs, and petty constables, cost the king nothing. The superior
courts of law were chiefly supported by fees. ;

Our relations with foreign courts had been put on the most economical
footing. The only diplomatic agent who had°the title of ambassador resided
at Constantinople, and was partly supported by the Turkey Company. Even
at the court of Versailles, England had only an envoy; and she had not even
an envoy at the Spanish, Swedish, and Danish courfs. The wliole expense
under this head cannot, in the last year of the reign of Charles II, have much
exceeded £20,000. ;e

In this frugality there was nothing laudable. Charles was, as usual,
niggardly in the wrong place, and munificent in the wrong place. The public
service was starved that courtiers might be pampered. The expense of the
navy, of the ordnance, of perfsions to needy old officers, of missions to foreign
courts, must seem small indeed to the present generation. But the pegsonal
favourites of the sovereign, his ministers, and the creatures of those ministess,
were gorged with public money. Their salaries and pensions, when compared
with the incomes of the nobility, the gentry, the commercial and professional
men of that age, will appear enormous. The greatest estates in the kingdom
then very little exceeded £20,000 a year. The duke of Ormonde had £22,000
a year. The duke of Buckingham, before his extravagance had impaired Lis
great property, had nineteen thousand six hundred a year. George Mok,
duke of Albemarle, who had been rewarded for his eminent services with
immense grants of crown land, and who had been notorious both for covet-
ousness and for parsimony, left £15,000 a year of real estate, and £60,000 in
money which probably yielded seven per cent. These three dukes were
supposed to be three of the richest subjects in England. The archbishop of
Canterbury can hardly have had £5,000 a year. The average income of a tem-
- poral peer was estimated, by the best informed persons, at abbut £3,000 a
year, the average income of a baronet at £900 a year, the average ircome gf a

member of the house of commons at less than £800 a'year. A thousand a year .

was thought a‘large revenue for a barrister. Two thousand a year was hardly
to be made in the court of King’s Bench, except by the crown lawyers.
It is evident, therefore, that an official man would have been well paid il

¢
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he had received a fourth or fifth part of what would now be an adequate
stipend. In fact, however, the stipends of the higher class of oOfficial men
were as largedas at present, and not seldom larger. The lord treasurer, for
examples Nad £8,000 a year, and, when the treasury,was In commission, the
juniqr lords had £1,600 a year each. The paymaster of the forces had a
poundage, amounting to about £5,000 a year, on all the money which passed
through his @ands. The groom of the stole had £5,000 a year, the commis-
sioners of the customs £1,200 a year each, the lords of tife bed chamber £1,000 a
year each. , The regular salary, however, was the smallest part of the gains
of an official man of that age. From the noblemen who held the white staff
and the great seal, down toe the humblest tidewaiter and gauger, what would
now be called gross corruption was practised without disguise and without
reproach. Titles; places, commissians, pardons were daily sold in market
overt by the great dignitaries of the realm; and every clerk in every depart-
fMent imitated, to the best of his power, the evil example.

During th® last century no prime minister, however powerful, has become
rich in office; and several prime ministers have impaired their private fortune
inegustaining, their public character. In the seventeenth century, a states-
man who was at the head of affairs might easily, and without giving scandal,
accumulate in no long time an estate amply sufficient to support a dukedom.
It iseprobable that the income of the prime minister, during his tenure of
power, far exceeded that of any other subject. The place of lord lieutenant
of Ireland was supposed to be gorth £40,000 a year. The gains of the chan-
cellor Clarendon, of Arlington, of Lauderdale, and of Danby were enormous.
The sumptuous palace to which the populace of London gave the name of
Dunkirk House, the s%ately pavilions, the fish ponds, the deer park and the
orangery of Euston, the more than Italian luxury of Ham, with its busts,
fountains, and aviaries, were among the many signs which indicated what
was the shostest road to boundless wealth.

This is the true explanation of the unscrupulous violence with which
the statesmen of that day struggled for office, of the tenacity with which, in
spite of vexations, humiliations, and dangers, they clung to it, and of the
scandalous compliances to which they stooped th order to retain it. Even in
our Qwn age, formidable as is the power of opinion, and high as is the stand-
ard of inteprity, there would be great risk of a lamentable change in the
character of our puklic men, if the.place of first lord of the treasury or secre-
tary of state were worth £100,000 a year. Happily for our country the
emsoluments of the highest class of functionaries have not only not grown

in proportion to the general growth of our opulence, but have positively
diminished. i
L 2

S§ATE OF AGRICULTURE

» The facty that the sum raised in England by taxation has, in a time not
exceeding two long lives, been multiplied thirtyfold, is strange, and may at
first sight§ seem appalling. But those who are alarmed by the increase of the’
public burdens may pefhaps be reassured when they have considered the
increase,of fhe public resources. In the year 1685, the value of the produce-
of the sgﬂ far exceeded, the value of all the other fruits of human industry.
Yet agriculture was in"what would now be considered as a very rude and
imperfect state. The arabfe land and pasture land were uot supposed by
the best political arithmqticians of that age to amount to much more than
half the area of the kingdom. The remainder was believed to consist of
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moor, forest, and fen. These computatidnssare strongly confirmed by the
road books and maps of the seventeenth century. From those books and
maps it is clear that many routes which now pass through-an éndless succes-
sion of orchards, hayfields, and beanfields, then ran through nb6thing but
heath, swamp, and warren. In the drawings of English landscapes made in
that age for the grand duke Cosmo, scarce a hedgerow is to ®e seen, and
numerous tracts, now rich with cultivation, appear as bare as Salisbury Plain.
At Enfield, hardly out of sight of the smoke of the capital, was a region of
five and twenty miles in circumference, which contaired only three houses
and scarcely any enclosed fields. Deer, as free as in an American forest,
wandered there by thousands. .

It is to be remarked that wild animals of large size were then far more
numerous than at present. The last wild boars, indeed, which had been
preserved for the royal diversion, and had been allowed to ravage the culti-
vated land with their tusks, had been slaughtered by the exasperated rustits
during the license of the civil war. The last wolf that has roated our island
had been slain in Scotland a short time before the close of the reign of Charles
II. But many breeds, now extinct or rare, both of quadrupeds and bjsds

were still common. The fox, whose life is, in many counties, held almost as*®

sacred as that of a human being, was considered as a mere nuisance. Oliver
Saint John told the Long Parliament that Strafford was to be regarded, not
as a stag or a hare, to whom some law was to be given, but as a.fox, who was
to be snared by any means, and knocked on the head without pity. This
illustration would be by no means a happy one, if addressed to country gen-
tlemen of our time; but in Saint John's days there were not seldom great
massacres of foxes to which the peasantry thronged with all the dogs that
could be mustered: traps were set; nets were spread; no quarter was given;
and to shoot a female with cub was considered as a feat which merited the
gratitude of the neighbourhood. The red deer were then as comemon in Glou-
cestershire and Hampshire as they now are among the Grampian Hills. On
one occasion Queen Anne, on her way to Portsmouth, saw a herd of po less
than five hundred. The wild bull with his white mane was still to be found
wandering in a few of the sofithern forests. The badger made his dark and
tortuous hole on the side of every hill where the copsewood grew fhick.
The wild cats were frequently heard by night wailing round the lodges of the
rangers of Whittlebury and Needwood. The yellow-breasted marten was
still pursued in Cranbourne Chase for his fur, reputed inferior only to that of
the sable. Fen eagles, measuring more than nine feet between the extremi-
ties of the wings, preyed on fish along the coast of Norfolk. On all the
downs, from the British Channel to Yorkshire, huge bustards strayed in troops
of fifty or sixty, and were often hunted with greyhounds. The marshes ®f
Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire were covered during some months of every
year by immense clouds of cranes. Some of these races the progress of culti-
vation has extirpated. Of others the numbers are so much diminished that
men crowd to gaze at a specimen as at a Bengal tiger or a Polar bear. .
Even in those parts of the kingdom which at the close of the°reign of
Charles IT were the best cultivated, the farming, though greatly improved
since the civil war, was not such as would now be thought skiltul. . To this
day no effectual steps have been taken by public authority for the purppse

[1685 A.D[

of obtaining aceurate accounts of the produce of the English soil. The his- -

torian mubt tHerefore follow, with some misgivings, the guidance of those
writers on statistics whose reputation for diligence and fidelity stands highest.
At present an average crop of wheat, rye, barley, oats, and beans, is supposed
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“onsiderably to exceed thirty milkions of quartefs. The crop of wheat %Would
be thoughtewretched if it did not ex®eed twelve millions of quarters. Accord-
ing to the compqtation made in the year 1696 by Gregory King, the whole
quantity ef whéat, rye, barley, oats, and beans, then annually grown in the
kingdom, was somewhat less than ten millions of quatters. The wheat, which
was then cudtivated only on the strongest clay, and consumed only by those
who were ing easy circumgtances, he estimated at less than two millions of
quarters. Charles Davenant, an acute and well informed though most unprin-
cipled and rancorous politician, differed from King as to some of the items
of the accdunt, but came to nearly the same general conclusions.

The rotation of crops was very imperfectly understood. It was known,
indeed, that some vegetables lately introduced into our island, particularly
the turnip, afforded exceilent nutrirgent in winter to sheep and oxen: but it
was not yef the practice to feed cattle in this manner. It was therefore by
#0 means easy to keep them alive during the season when the grass is scanty.
They were kiled and salted in great numbers at the beginning of the cold
weather; and, during several months, even the gentry tasted scarcely any
frgsh animal food, except game and river fish, which were consequently much
more important articles in housekeeping than at present. It appears from
the Northumberland Household Book that, in the reign of Henry VII, fresh
meat, was never eaten even by the gentlemen attendant on a great earl, except
during the short interval between Midsummer and Michaelmas. But in the
course of two centuries an improvement had taken place; and under Charles
II it was not till the beginning of November that families laid in their stock
of salt provisions, then called Martinmas beef.

The sheep and the oxen of that time wére diminutive when compared with
the sheep and oxen witich are now driven to our markets. Our native horses,
though serviceable, were held in small esteem, and fetched low prices. They
were valuede que with another, by the ablest of those who computed the
national wealth, at not more than fifty shillings each. Foreign breeds were

oreatly preferred. Spanish jennets were regarded as the finest chargers, and -

were mported for purposes of pageantry and war. The coaches of the aris-

tocracy were drawn by grey Flemish mares, whech trotted, as it was thought,

with a pepuliar grace, and endured better than any cattle reared in our island

the work of dragging a ponderous equipage over the rugged pavement of

%ﬁ)nd]c;n. Neither the modern drgy horse nor the modern race horse was
en known.

)
MINERAL WEALTH OF THE COUNTRY

 The increase of vegetable and animal produce, though great, seems small
when compared with the ingrease of our mineral wealth. In 1685 the tin of
Cornwall, which had, more than two thousand years before, attracted the
Tyrian sails,beyond the pillars of Hercules, was still one of the most valuable
subterranean productions of the island. The quantity annually extracted
from the earth was found to be, some years later, sixteen hundred tons, prob-
ably abofit a third of what it now is. But the veins of copper which lie in
the same re¥ion were, in*the time of Charles II, altogether neglected, nor did,
any landdwner take them into the account in estimating the value of his
property. Cornwall artl® Wales at present yield annually near fifteen thou-
sand tons of copper, worthnear a million and a half sterling; that is to say,
worth about twice as mych as the annual produce of all English mines of all
descriptions in the sevenfeenth century. The first bed of rock salt had been



\

328 THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND

‘ ( ‘ [1685 A.D.
discovered not long after thé Restoration iri Ckeshire, but does not appear t6
have been worked in that age. The salt which was obtained by<a rude pro-
cess from brine pits was held in no high estimation. The pansin which the
manufacture was carried on exhaled a sulphurous stench; and,s when the
evaporation was complete, the substance which was left was scarcely fit to
be used with food. Physicians attributed the scorbutic and pulmonary "com-
plaints which were common among the English to this unwholesome condi-
ment. It was therefote seldom used by the upper and middle classes; and
there was a regular and considerable importation from France. At present
our springs and mines not only supply our own immense demand, but send
annually more than seven hundred millions of pounds of excellent salt to for-
eign countries. '

Far more important has been the improvement of our iron works. Such
works had long existed in our island, but had not prospered, and had been
regarded with no favourable eye by the government and by the public.
was not then the practice to employ coal for smelting the ore; “and the rapid
consumption of wood excited the alarm of politicians. As early as the reign
of Elizabeth there had been loud complaints that whole forests were cut down
for the purpose of feeding the furnaces: and the parliament had interfered to%
prohibit the manufacturers from burning timber. =~ The manufacture conse-
quently languished. At the close of the reign of Charles II, great part of
the iron which was used in the country was imported from abroad; and the
whole quantity cast here annually seems not to have exceeded ten thous-
and tons. :

One mineral, perhaps more important than iron itself, remains to be men-
tioned. Coal, though very little used in any species of manufacture, was
already the ordinary fuel in some districts which were fortunatz enough to
possess large beds, and in the capital, which could easily be supplied by water
carriage It seems reasonable to believe that at least one-half,of, the quantity
then extracted from the pits was consumed in London. The consumption of
London seemed to the writers of that age enormous, and was often mentioned
by them as a proof of the greatness of the imperial city. They scarcely hoped
to be believed when they afirmed that two hundred and eighty thousand
chaldrons, that is to say, about three hundred and fifty thousand tons, were,
in the last year of the reign of Charles II, brought to the Thames. "

THE COUNTRY GENTLEMEN, THE CLERGY =~

While these great changes have been in progress, the rent of land has, as
might be expected, been almost constantly rising. A country gentlemsan
who witnessed the Revolution was probably in receipt of about a fourth
part of the rent which his acres now yield to his posterity. He was, there-
fore, as compared with his posterity, a poor man, and was generally ungler
the necessity of residing, with little interruption, on his estate. To travel on
the Continent, to maintain an establishment in London, or even to visit Lon-
don frequently were pleasures in which only the' great proprietors could *
. indulge. It may be confidently affirmed that of the squires #hose names
were then in the commissons of peace and lieutenancy not one in twenty went
to town once in five years, or had ever in his life wandered so far as Paris.
Many lords of ‘manors had received an educatiop differing little from that of
their menial servants. The heir of an estate of?er} passed his boyhood and
youth at the seat of his family with no better tutors than grooms and game-
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kéepers, and scarce attained learning enough to sign his name to a mittimus.
If he went torschool and to college, heyenerally returned before he was twenty
to the seclusiom of ;the old hall, and there, unless his mind were very happily
constituteds by nfture, soon forgot his academical pursuits in rural business
and pleasures. 43,8 .

His chief serious employment was the care of his property. He examined
samples of grgin, handled pigs, and, on market days, made bargains over a
tankard with drovers and hop merchants. His chiefe pleasures were com-
monly derived from figld sports and from an unrefined sensuality. His lan-
guage and pronunciation were such as we should now expect to Leareonly
from the most ignorant clowgs. His oaths, coarse jests, and scurrilous terms
of abuse were uttered with the broadest accent of his province. It was easy
to discern, from the first words which he spoke, whether he came from Som-
ersetshire or, Yorkshire. He troubled himself little about decorating his
aBode, and, if he attempted decoration, seldom produced anything but
deformity. Tle litter of a farmyard gathered under the windows of his bed-
chamber, and the cabbages and gooseberry bushes grew close to his hall door.
His, table was loaded with coarse plenty; and guests were cordially welecomed

4. it. But,as the habit of drinking to excess was general in the class to which

he belonged, and as his fortune did not enable him to intoxicate large assem-
blies daily with claret or canary, strong beer was the ordinary beverage.
The quantity of beer consumed in those days was indeed enormous. ~ For beer
then was to the middle and lower classes not only all that beer now is, but
all that wine, tea, and ardent Sirits now are. It was only at great houses,
or on great occasions, that foreign drink was placed on the board. The
ladies of the house, whose business it had cémmonly been to.cook the repast,
retired as soon as the Yishes had been devoured, and left the gentlemen to
their ale and tobacco. The coarse jollity of the afternoon was often pro-
longed till the revellers were laid under the table.

The place of the clergyman in society had been completely changed by
the Reformation. Before that event, écclesiastics had formed the majority
of the house of lords, had, in wealth and splendour, equalled, and sometimes
outshone, the greatest of the temporal baronse and had generally held the
highegt civil offices. The lord treasurer was often a bishop. The lord chan-
cellor was almost always so. The lord keeper of the privy seal and the mas-
ter of the rolls were ordinarily churchmen. Churchmen transacted the most
important diplomati¢ business. Indeed, almost all that large portion of the
adrginistration which rude and warlike nobles were incompetent to conduct
was considered as especially belonging to divines. Men, therefore, who
were averse to the life of camps, and who were, at the same time, desirous
terise in the state, ordinarily received the tonsure. ~ Among them were sons
of all the most illustrious fa;nilieg, and near kinsmen of the throne, Seroops,
and Nevilles, Bourchiers, Staffords, and Poles.

.To the rgligious houses belonged the rents of immense domains, and all
that large portion of the tithe which is now in the hands of laymen. Down
to the nﬁgldle of the reign of Henry VIII, therefore, no line of life bore so
inviting an aspect to ambatious and covetous natures as the priesthood. Then
came a yiol®at revolutioh. The abolition of the monasteries deprived the
chyreh at<once of the greater part of her wealth, and of her predominance in
the upper house of parlt#ment. There was no longer an abbot of Glaston-
bury or an abbot of Reading seated among the peers, and possessed of rev-
enues equal to those of a powerful earl. The princely splendour of William
of Wykeham and of Willifm of Waynflete had disappeared. The scarlet hat
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of the cardinal, the silver ¢ross of the legate were no more. The clergy hd(i
also lost the ascendency which is the natural reward of superier mental cul-
tivation. Once the circumstance that a man could read had raised a presump-
tion that he was in orders. But, in an age which praducéd suchelaymen ag
William Cecil and Niclolas Bacon, Roger Ascham and Thomas Smith, Walter
Mildmay and Francis Walsingham, there was no reason for calling away pre- e
lates from their dioceses to negotiate treaties, to superintend fhe finances, or
to administer justice. The spiritual character not only ceased to be a quali-*
fication for high civil office, but began to be regarded as a disqualification,
Those worldly motives, therefore, which had formerly induced So many able,
aspiring, and high born youths to assume the gcclesiastical habit, ceased to
operate. Not one parish in two hundred then afforded what a man of family
considered as a maintenance. 4 ‘

There were still indeed prizes in the church: but they were few; and even
the highest were mean, when compared with the glory which had once str-
rounded the princes of the hierarchy. Thus the sacerdotal office lost its
attraction for the higher classes. During the century which followed the
accession of Elizabeth, scarce a single person of noble descent took orders.
- At the close of the reign of Charles II, two sons of peers were bishops;® fou#
or five sons of peers were priests, and held valuable preferment: but these
rare exceptions did not take away the reproach which lay on the body. The
clergy were regarded as, on the whole, a plebeian class. And, indeed, for
one who made the figure of a gentleman, ten were mere menial servants. A
large proportion of those divines who had ho benefices, or whose benefices
were too small to afford a comfortable revenue, lived in the houses of laymen.
It had long been evident that this practice tended to degrade the priestly
character. Laud had exerted himself to effect a ch4nge; and Tharles I had
repeatedly issued positive orders that none but men of high rank should pre-
fume to keep domestic chaplains. But these injunctions had, become obso-
ete.

Indeed, during the domination of the Puritans, many of the ejected min-
isters of the Church of England could obtain bread and shelter only by “attach-
ing themselves to the housekolds of royalist gentlemen; and the habits which
had been formed in those times of trouble continued long after the re-estab-
lishment of monarchy and Episcopacy. In the mansions of men of liberal
sentiments and cultivated understandings, the chaplain was doubtless treated
with urbanity and kindness. His conversation, his literary assistance, his
spiritual advice, were considered as an ample return for his food, his lodging,
and his stipend. But this was not the general feeling of the country gentle-
men. The coarse and ignorant squire, who thought that it belonged to his
dignity to have grace said every day at his table by an ecclesiastic in full
canonicals, found means to reconcile dignity with economy. A young Levite
—such was the phrase then in use —might be had for his board, a small
garret, and ten pounds a year, and might not only perform his own profes-
sional functions, might not only be the most patient of butts and of listeners, —=
might not only be always ready in fine weather for bowls, and in rainsy weather
for shovelboard, but might also save the expense of a gardener or &f a groom. *
. Sometimes the reverend man nailed up the apricots, and someti*aes he curried
the coach horses. He cast up the farrier’s bills. He walked teri-miles with
a message or a parcel. He was permitted to dirfecwith the family; but he
was expetted to content himself with the plainest fare. He might fill him-
self with the corned beef and the carrots: but, assoon as the tarts and cheese-
cakes made their appearance, he quitted his seds, and stood aloof till he
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was summoned to return thanks for the repast, from a great part of which he
had been exeluded. b .

Perhaps, astey gome years of service, he was presented to a living suffi-
cient to stipport him« but he often found it necessary to purchase his pre-
fermept by a species of simony, which furnished an Mexhaustible subject of
pleasantry toethree or four generations of scoffers. With his cure he was
expected to take a wife. Thg wife had ordinarily been in the patron’s service;
and it was well if she was not suspected of standing to® high in the patron’s
favour. Indeed, the nature of the matrimonial connections which the clergy-
men of that age were in the habit of forming is the most certain indication
of the place which the order held in the social system. An Oxonian, writing
a few months after the death of Charles IT, complained bitterly not only that
the country attormey and country apothecary looked down with disdain on
the country glergyman but that one of the lessons most earnestly inculcated
ot every girl of honourable family was to give no encouragement to a lover
in orders, and that, if any young lady forgot this precept, she was almost as
much disgraced as by an illicit amour. Clarendon, who assuredly bore no
ill will to the ghurch, mentions it as a sign of the confusion of ranks which
the great rebellion had produced that some damsels of noble families had
bestowed themselves on givines.

A svaiting woman was generally considered as the most suitable helpmate
for a parson, Queen Elizabeth, as head of the church, had given what
seemed to be a formal sanction to this prejudice, by issuing special orders
that no clergyman should presume to marry a servant girl without the con-
sent of the master or mistress. During several generations accordingly the
relation between priests and handmaidens Was a theme for endless jest; nor
would it be 2asy to find, in the comedy of the seventeeth century, a single
instance of a clergyman who wins a spouse above the rank of a cook. Even
so late as the 4imae of George II, the keenest of all observers of life and man-
ners, himself a priest, remarked that, in a great household, the chaplain was
the resource of a lady’s maid whose character had been blown upon, and
who was therefore forced to give up hopes of catching the steward.

In general the divine who quitted his chapminship for a benefice and a
wife found that he had only exchanged one class of vexations for another.
Neot one living in fifty enabled the incumbent to bring up a family comfort-
ably. As children multiplied and grew, the household of the priest became
more and more beggarly. Holes appeared more and more plainly in the
thagch of his parsonage and in his single cassock. Often it was only by toil-
ing on his glebe, by feeding swine, and by loading dungcarts, that he could
ohtain daily bread; nor did his utmost exertions always prevent the bailiffs
fr8m taking his concordance and his inkstand in execution. It was a white
day on which he was admittgd into the kitchen of a great house, and regaled
by the servants with cold meat and ale. His children were brought up like
the childreneof the neighbouring peasantry. His boys followed the plough;
and his girls went out to service. Study he found impossible: for the advow-
son of hfglliving would hardly have sold for a sum sufficient to purchase a
good theo ogical library; and he might be considered as unusually lucky if
he had ten.%r twelve ddgeared volumes among the pots and pans on his
shalves. fiven a keen and strong intellect might be expected to rust in so
unfavourable a situation® *

Assuredly there was a%t that time no lack in the English clurclt of minis-
ters distinguished by abilities and learning. But it is to be observed that
these ministers were not deattered among the rural population. They were
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brought together at a few' places where-the means of acquiring knowle gg
were abundant, and where the opportunities of vigorous intellectual exercise
were frequent. At such places were to be found divineg quelified by parts,
by eloquence, by wide knowledge of literature, of seience, andoof life, to
defend their church Victoriously against heretics and sceptics, to command
the attention of frivolous and worldly congregations, to guide the delibera- €
tions of senates, and to make religion respectable, even in the-most dissolute
of courts. Some laboured to fathom the abysses of metaphysical theology; *
some were deeply versed in biblical criticism; and seame threw light on the
darkest parts of ecclesiastical history. Some proved themselves consummate
masters of logic. Some cultivated rhetoric with such assiduity and suceess
that their discourses are still justly valued as models of style. These emi-
nent men were to be found, with scarce a single exception,-at the universities,
at the great cathedrals, or in the capital. p

Thus the Anglican priesthood was divided into two sections, which,” in
requirements, in manners, and in social position, differed widely from each
other. One section, trained for cities and courts, comprised men familiar
with all ancient and modern learning; men able to encounter Hobbes or
- Bossuet at all the weapons of controversy; men who could, in their sermons,
set forth the majesty and beauty of Christianity with such justness of thought
and such energy of language that the indolent Charles roused himself to
listen, and the fastidious Buckingham forgot to sneer; men whose address,
politeness, and knowledge of the world qualified them to manage the con-
sciences of the wealthy and noble; men witnh whom Halifax loved to discuss
the interests of empires, and from whom Dryden was not ashamed to own
that he had learned to write.

The other section was destined to ruder and huumbler service. It was
dispersed over the country, and consisted chiefly of persons not at all wealth-
ler, and not much more refined, than small farmers or upper rervants. Yet
it was in these rustic priests, who derived but a scanty subsistence from their
tithe sheaves and tithe pigs, and who had not the smallest chance of ever
attaining high professional honours, that the professional spirit was strong-
est. Among those divines who were the boast of the universities and the
delight of the capital, and who had attained, or might reasonably expect to
attain, opulence and lordly rank, a party, respectable in numbers, and mere
respectable in character, leaned towards constitutional prineiples of govern-
ment, lived on friendly terms with Presbyterians, Independents, and Baptists,
would gladly have seen a full toleration™ granted to all Protestant sects, ,and
would even have consented to make alterations in the liturgy, for the pur-
pose of conciliating honest and candid non-conformists. But such latifu-
dinarianism was held in horror by the country parson. He was, indetd,
prouder of his ragged gown than his superiors of their lawn and of their scarlet
hoods. The very consciousness that there was little in his worldly circum-
stances to distinguish him from the villagers to whom he preached led him to
hold immoderately high the dignity of that sacerdotal office which waschis ==
single title to reverence. Having lived in seclusion, and having thad little ‘
opportunity of correcting his opinions by reading or conversation, he held *

and taught the doctrines of indefeasible hereditary right, of {lassive obedi-
- ence, and of nonresistance in all their crude absurdity. Having been long
engaged in a petty war against the neighbouring“dissenters, he too often
hated them for the wrongs which he had done them, and found no fault
with the Five Mile Act and the Conventicle Act. except that those odious
laws had not a sharper edge. Whatever influente his office gave him was

C
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o.erted with passionate zeal On, the tory side; and that influence ¢was

immense. o s L :
It would be a great error to Imagine, because the country rector was In

general ngt, regam®d as a gentleman, beeause he could not dare to aspire to
the hand of one of the young ladies at the manor howgse, because he was not
askedsinto the parlours of the great, but was left to drink and smoke with
grooms and Butlers, that the power of the clerical body was smaller than at
present. The®influence of & class is by no means propoythngd to the con-
sideration which the members of that class enjoy in their individual capacity.
A cardinal is a much®more exalted personage than a begging friar: hut it
would be a grievous mistake to suppose that the college of cardinals has exer-
cised a greater dominion over the public mind of Europe than the order of
Saint Francis. In Ireland, at present, a peer holds a far higher station 1n
society than a Roman Catholic priest: yet there are in Munster and Con-
naught few @unties where a combination of priests would not carry an elec-
tion against a combination of peers. In the seventeenth century the pulpit
was to a large portion of the population what the periodical press now Is.
Scarcely any ofsthe clowns who came to the parish church ever saw a gazette
oor % politicalepamphlet. IlI informed as their spiritual pastor might be, he
was yet better informed than themselves: he had every week an opportunity
of haranguing them; and his harangues were never answered. At every
impor'tant conjuncture, invectives against the whigs and exhortations to
obey the Lor¥’s annointed resounded at once from many thousands of pul-
pits; and the cifect was formi@able indeed. Of all the causes which, after
the dissolution of the Oxford Parliament, produced the violent reaction against
the exclusionists, the most potent seems to have been the oratory of the
country clergy. e i

The power which the country gentlemen and the country clergymen
exercised in the rural districts was in some measure counterbalanced by the
power of the yeomanry, an eminently manly and truehearted race. The
petty proprietors who cultivated their own fields with their own hands, and
enjoyed a modest competence, without affecting to have scutcheons and
crests, or aspiring to sit on the bench of justicg, then formed a much more
important: part of the nation than at present. If we may trust the best
statistical writers of that age, not léss than a hundred and sixty thousand
pfoprietors, who with their families must have made up more than a seventh
of the whole population, derived their subsistence from little freehold estates.
The average income of these small landholders, an income made up of rent,
prcfit, and wages, was estimated at between sixty and seventy pounds a year.
It was computed that the number of persons who tilled their own land was
gieater than the number of those who farmed the land of others. A large
portion of the yeomanry had, #om the time of the Reformation, leaned
towards Puritanism, had, in®the civil war, taken the side of the parliament,
had, after the Restoration, persisted in hearing Presbyterian and Independ-
enE preac_hefs, had, at elections, strenuously supported the exclusionists, and
had consinued, even after the discovery of the Rye House Plot and the pro-

seription ®©f the whig legders, to regard popery and arbitrary power with
unmitigatedepostility. e

°* QGROWTH OF THE TOWNS
®

_Great as has been the clfange in the rural life of England since the Revo-
lution, the f:hange which fas come to pass in the cities is still more amazing.
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In the reign of Charles II no provincial town in the kingdom contain
thirty thousand inhabitants; and only four provincial towns gontained S0
many as ten thousand inhabitants.

Next to the capital, but next at an immense distance, Stood Brjstol, then
the first English seaport, and Norwich, then the first English manufacturing
town.  Pepys, who visited Bristol eight years after the Restoration, was
struck by the splendour of the city. But his standard was nof high; for he
noted down as a wonder the circumstance that, iz Bristol, a mfin might look
round him and see nothing but houses. It seems that, in no other place
with which he was acquainted, except London, did tke buildings completely
shut out the woods and fields. Large as Bristol might then appear, it oc-
cupied but a very small portion of the area ©n which it now stands. A
few churches of eminent beauty rose out of a labyrinth of narrow lanes built
upon vaults of no great solidity. If a coach or a cart entered those alleys,
there was danger that it would be wedged between the houses; and danger
also that it would break in the cellars. Goods were therefore conveyed
about the town almost exclusively in trucks drawn by dogs; and the richest
inhabitants exhibited their wealth, not by riding in gilded carriages, but by
. walking the streets with trains of servants in rich liveries, and by keeptnge
tables loaded with good cheer. The pomp of the christenings and burials
far exceeded what was seen at any other place in England.

The hospitality of the city was widely renowned, and especially the *colla-
tions with which the sugar refiners regaled their visitors. Tle repast was
dressed in the furnace, and was accompanied by a rich brewage made of the
best Spanish wine, and celebrated over the whole kingdom as Bristol milk.
This luxury was supported by 2 thriving trade with the North American
plantations and with the West Indies. The passion for colonia] traffic was
so strong that there was scarce a small shopkeeper in Bristol who had not
a venture on board of some ship bound for Virginia or the Antilles. Some of
these ventures indeed were not of the most honourable kind. “There was, in
the transatlantic possessions of the crown a great demand for labour; and
this demand was partly supplied by a system of crimping and kidnapping at
the principal English seaports. Nowhere was this system found in such
active and extensive operatidn as at Bristol. Even the first magistrates of
that city were not ashamed to enrich themselves by so odious a comnterce.
The number of houses appears, from the returns of the hearth money, to have
been, in the year 1685, just five thousand three hundred. We can hardly
suppose the number of persons in a house to have been greater than in the
city of London; and in the city of London we learn from the best authority
that there were then fifty-five persons to ten houses. The population of
Bristol must therefore have been about twenty-nine thousand souls. s

The population of London was more tha. seventeen times the population
of Bristol. It may be doubted whether any other instance can be men-
tioned of a great kingdom in which the first city was more than seventeen
times as large as the second. There is reason to believe that, i’ 1685, Lon-
don had been, during about half a century, the most populous capital in
Europe. The inhabitants were probably little mqre than half & million.
London had in the world only one commerecial rival, the mighty.and opulent
Amsterdam. FEnglish writers boasted of the forest of masts ana Jyardarms
which covered the river from the bridge to the Tower; and of the stupendous
sums which weye collected at the custom house in Thames street. The cus-
toms of London amounted, in 1685, to about £339,000 a year.

Whoever examines the maps of London whick, were published towards
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tﬁz close of the reign of Charles ITwill see that
capital then existed. The town did nog, as now

ondy the nucleus of the pregent
,fade by imperceptible degrees

into the country. No long avenues of villas, embowered in lilacs and labur-
NuIs, extgnded feom the great centre of wealth and civilisation almost to
the boundaries of Middlesex and far into the heart ofgKent and Surrey. In
the east, no part of the immense Jine of warehouses and artificial lakes which

now spreads from the Tower to Blackwall had

even been projected. On the

west, scarcely ®ne of those stately piles of building wlzich are inhabited by
the noble and wealthy was in existence; and Chelsea, which is now peopled
by more tham forty theusand human beings, was a quiet country vﬂ?:xge‘Wlth
about a thousand inhabitants. On the north cattle fed, and sportsmen
wandered with dogs and gui®s over the site of the borough of Marylebone,
and over far the greater part of the space now covered by the boroughs of
Finsbury and of the Tower Hamlets.® Islington was almost a solitude; and
paets loved t® contrast its silence and repose with the din and turmoil of the

‘uonster Londop. On the south the capital is

now connected with its sub-

urb by several bridges, not inferior in magnificence and solidity to the noblest

works of the Cesars. In 1685 a single line of

irregular arches, overhung by

@il&of meaneand crazy houses, and garnished, after a fashion worthy of

the naked barbarians of Dahomey, with scores
the navigation of the river.

. The City
[

of mouldering heads, impeded

Of the metropolis, the City, properly so called, was the most important
division. At the time of the Restoration it.had been built, for the most part,
of wood and plaster; the few bricks that were used were ill baked; the booths
where goods were exposed to sale projected far into the streets, and were
overhung by the upper stories. A few specimens of this architecture may
still be seen Tn°those districts which were not reached by the great fire.
That fire had, in a few days, covered a space of little less than a square mile
with the ruins of eighty-nine churches and of thirteen thousand houses. But
the City had risen agam with a celerity which had excited the admiration of
neighbouring countries. Unfortunately, the old®lines of the streets had been
to a preat extent preserved; and those lines, originally traced in an age when
efen princesses performed their journeys on horseback, were often too nar-
row to allow wheeled carriages to pass each other with ease, and were there-
fore ill adapted for the residence of wealthy persons in an age when 2 coach

an@ six was a fashionable luxury. The style

of building was, however, far

superior to that of the City which had perished. The ordinary material was
bgick, of much better quality than had formerly been used. On the sites of
the ancient parish churches hadearisen a multitude of new domes, towers,
and spires which bore the mark of the fertile genius of Wren. In every place

save one the traces of the great devastation

had been completely effaced.

But the crowds of workmen, the scaffolds and the masses of hewn stone were

still to he seen where the noblest of Protestan
the ruins ®f the old cathpdral of St. Paul.

t temples was slowly rising on

In the sawventeenth ceatury the City was the merchant’s residence. Those
mansions 2 the great old burghers which still exist have been turned into -

cotinting houses and warghouses: but it is evi

dent that they were originally

not inferior in 'magniﬁcenc_e to the dwellings which were then inhabited by
the nqblllty. They sometifes stand in retired and gloomy courts, and are
accessible only by inconyenient passages: but their dimensions are ample,
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and, their aspect stately. The entrances are decorated with richly caer’c]i
pillars and canopies. The staircases and landing places are nof wanting in
grandeur. The floors are sometimes of wood, tessellated after the fashion of
France. The palace of Sir Robert Clayton, in the Old Jewry, contained a
superb banqueting room wainscotted with cedar, and ‘adorned with battles
of gods and giants in fresco. Sir Dudley North expended £4,000, a sum
which would then have been important to a duke, on the rich furniture of his
reception rooms in Basinghall street. In such abodes, under the last Stuarts,
the heads of the great firms lived splendidly and hospitably. To their dwell-
ing place they were bound by the strongest ties of interest and affection.
There they had passed their youth, had made their friendships, had courted
their wives, had seen their children grow up, lad laid the remains of their
parents in the earth, and expected that their own remains would be laid.
That intense patriotism which is pecuiiar to the members of societies con-
gregated within a narrow space was, in such circumstances, sttongly devel-
oped. London was, to the Londoner, what Athens was to the Athenian of
the age of Pericles, what Florence was to the Florentine of the fifteenth cen-
tury. The citizen was proud of the grandeur of his city, punctilious about
- her claims to respect, ambitious of her offices, and zealous for her franckifess

The magnificence displayed by the first civic magistrate was almost regal.
The gilded coach, indeed, which is now annually admired by the crowd, was
not yet a part of his state. On great occasions he appeared on horséback,
attended by a long cavalcade inferior in magnificence only t& that which,
before a coronation, escorted the sovereign fiom the Tower to Westminister.
The lord mayor was never seen in public without his rich robe, his hood of
black velvet, his gold chain, his jewel, and a great attendance of harbingers
and guards. Nor did the world find anything ludicrous in the pomp which
constantly surrounded him. For it was not more than proportioned to the
place which, as wielding the strength and representing the dignity of the
city of London, he was entitled to occupy in the state. 7That city, being
then not only without equal in the cauntry, but without second, had, during
five and forty years, exercised almost as great an influence on the politics of
England as Paris has, in our own time, exercised on the politics of France.
In intelligence London was ‘greatly in advance of every other part of the
kingdom. A government, supported and trusted by London, could in & day
obtain such pecuniary means as it would have taken months to collect from
the rest of the island. , o

Nor were the military resources of the capital to be despised. The power
which the lord lieutenants exercised in other parts of the kingdom wag in
London entrusted to a commission of eminent citizens. Under the orders
of this commission were twelve regiments of foot and two regiments of horge.
An army of drapers’ apprentices and journeymen tailors,with common coun-
cilmen for captains and aldermen for colonels, might not indeed have been
able to stand its ground against regular troops; but there were then very
few regular troops in the kingdom. A town, therefore, which could send
forth, at an hour’s notice, twenty thousand men, abounding in natural cotir-
age, provided with tolerable weapons, and not altogether untincttred with
martial discipline, could not but be a valuable ally and a formidable enemy.
- It was not forgotten that Hampden and Pym had been protected from law-
less tyranny by the London trainbands; that, in the great crisis of the eivil
war, the London trainbands had marched to raise the siege of Gloucester; or
that, in the movement against the military tyrants which followed the down-
fall of Richard Cromwell, the London trainbands had borne a signal part.
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I truth, it is no exaggeraton te say that, but fdr the hostility of the City,
Charles T would never have been vanfuished, and that, without tle help of
the City, Charlgs IT could scarcely have been restored. )

These ¢ensidetatiqns may serve to explain why, in spite of that attraction

which had, during a long course of years, gradually®drawn the aristocracy

» westwhrd, a few men of high rank had continued, till a very recent period, to
dwell in the vicinity of the Exchange and of the Guildhall. Shaftesbury and

* Buckingham, %hile engaged® in bitter and unscrupuleus opposition to the
government, had thought that they could nowhere carry on their intrigues
so eonveniently or so securely as under the protection of the City magistrates
and the City militia. Shaftesbury had therefore lived in Aldersgate street,
at a house which may still easily be known by pilasters and wreaths, the
graceful work of Jnigo Jones. Buckingham had ordered his mansion near
Charing Cross, once the abode of the archbishops of York, to be pulled
dewn; and, Svhile streets and alleys which are still named after him were
rising on that site, chose to reside in Dowgate. These, however, were rare
exceptions. Almost all the noble families of England had long migrated
beyond the walls.
@ L °

Condition of the Streets

We should greatly err if we were to suppose that any of the streets and
squares then Bore the same aspeet as at present. The great majority of the
houses, indeed, have, since that time, been wholly, or in great part, rebuilt.
If the most fashionable parts of the capital could be placed before us, such as
they then were, we should be disgusted by their squalid appearance, and
poisoned by,their noifome atmosphere. In Covent Garden a filthy and
noisy market was held close to the dwellings of the great. Fruit women
sereamed, carfers fought, cabbage stalks and rotten apples accumulated in
heaps at the thresholds of the countess of Berkshire and of the bishop of
Durham. y

Thé centre of Lincoln’s Inn Fields was an open space where the rabble
congregated every evening, within a few yards ef Cardigan House and Win-
chester Halise, to hear mountebanks harangue, to see bears dance, and to set
dogs at oxen. Rubbish was shot in every part of the area. Horses were
exercised there. The beggars were as noisy and importunate as in the worst
governed cities of thé continent. Lincoln’s Inn mumper was a proverb.
The whole fraternity knew the arms and liveries of every charitably disposed
grandee in the neighbourhood, and, as soon as his lordship’s coach and six
appeared, came hopping and crawling in crowds to persecute him. These
disorders lasted, in spite of many,accidents, and of some legal proceedings,
till, in the reign of George 11, Sir Joseph Jekyll, master of the rolls, was knocked
down and nearly killed inthe’middle of the square. Then at length palisades .
werg set up, gnd a pleasant garden laid out.

St. James’ square was a receptacle for all the offal and cinders, for all the
dead cats*and dead dogs of Westminster. At one time a cudgel player kept

" the ring there. At another time an impudent squatter settled himself there,
and built a st for rubbish under the windows of the gilded saloons in which .
the first tnagnates of the realm, Norfolks, Ormondes, Kents, and Pembrokes,
gave banquets and balls.® §It was not till these nuisances had lasted through S
a whole generation, and tillymuch had been written about them ®that the :
inhabitants applied to parliament for permission to put up rails, and to plant
trees. ; ‘
H. W.— VOL. XX. Z

® ’ >
. @
8. P
° \ .



338 THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND 3

2 [1685 A.p,

Vhen such was the state of the region inhabited by the most luxurio‘s
portion of society, we may easily believe that the great body of the population
suffered what would now be considered as insupportable grievances. The
pavement was detestable; all foreigners cried shame upoh %t. The drainage
was so bad that in rair;y weather the gutters soon became torrents. Several
facetious poets have commemorated the fury with which these black rivulets
roared down Snow Hill and Ludgate Hill, bearing to Fleet Ditch a vast tribute
of animal and vegetsble filth from the stalls of butchers and greengrocers.
This flood was profusely thrown to right and left by coaches and carts. To
keep-as far from the carriage road as possible was therefore the Wish of every
pedestrian. The mild and timid gave the wall. The bold and athletic took
it. If two roisterers met, they cocked their hats in each other’s faces, and
pushed each other about till the weaker was shoved towards the kennel. If he
was a mere bully he sneaked off, mutfering that he should find a time. If
he was pugnacious, the encounter probably ended in a duel behind Montagee
House.

The houses were not numbered. There would indeed have been little
advantage in numbering them; for of the coachmen, chairmen, porters, and
~errand boys of London, a very small proportion could read. It was neceSsarp
to use marks which the most ignorant could understand. The shops were
therefore distinguished by painted signs, which gave a gay and grotesque
aspect to the streets. The walk from Charing Cross to Whitechapel lay
through an endless succession of saracens’ heads, royal oaks, Biue bears, and
golden lambs, which disappeared when they’ were no longer required for the
direction of the common people.

When the evening closed in, the difficulty and danger of walking about
London became serious indeed. The garret windows'were opened, and pails
were emptied, with little regard to those who were passing below. Falls,
bruises, and broken bones were of constant occurrence. For, till the last year
of the reign of Charles IT, most of the streets were left in profound darkness.
Thieves and robbers plied their trade with impunity: yet they were hardly
so terrible to peaceable citizéns as another class of ruffians. It was a fatourite
amusement of dissolute yourg gentlemen to swagger by night about the town,
breaking windows, upsetting sedans, heating quiet men, and offering rude
caresses to pretty women. - T

Lighting of London

It ought to be noticed that, in the last year of the reign of Charles IT, bégan
a great change in the police of London, a change which has perhaps added as
much to the happiness of the body of the people as revolutions of much
greater fame. An ingenious projector, named Edward Heming, obtained let-
ters patent conveying to him, for a term of year$, the exclusive right of light-
ing up London. He undertook, for a moderate consideration, to place a ljght
before every tenth door, on moonless nights, from Michaelmas to Lady Iay,
and from six to twelve of the clock. Those who now see the capital all the
year round, from dusk to dawn, blazing with a splendour compared with®
~ which the illuminations for La Hogue and Blenheirh would ha#& looked pale,
may perhaps smile to think of Heming’s lanterns, which glimmered fegbly
before one house in ten during a small part of one night in three. But such
was not the feeling of his contemporaries. His s¢heme was enthusiastically
applauded, and furiously attacked. The friends of improvement extolled him
as the greatest of all the benefactors of his city. *Vhat, they asked, were the
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bhasted inventions of Archimedes, when compared with tﬂe achievemerft of
the man whe had turned the nocturnal shades into noonday? Int spite of
these eloquent gulogies the cause of darkness was not left undefended. There
were foolsein tﬁaﬁ age who opposed the introduction of what was called the
new light as strenuously as fools in a later age oppd¥ed the introduction of
vaccination and railroads, as strenuously as the fools of an age anterior to the
dawn of history doubtless opposed the introduction of the plough and of
alphabetical writing. Many years after the date of Meming’s patent there
were extensiye districts in which no lamp was seen.

We may easily imagine what, in such times, must have been the state of
the quarters of London which were peopled by the outcasts of society. Among
those quarters one had attamned a scandalous pre-eminence. On the con-
fines of the City and the Temple had heen founded, in the thirteenth century,
a house of Carmelite friars, distinguished by their white hoods. The precinct
ofethis house had, before the Reformation, been a sanctuary for eriminals, and
still retained the privilege of protecting debtors from arrest. Insolvents con-
sequently were to be found in every dwelling, from cellar to garret. Of these
a large proportion were knaves and libertines, and were followed to their
asy by women more abandoned than themselves. The civil power was
unable to keep order in a district swarming with such inhabitants; and thus
Whitefriars became the favourite resort of all who wished to be emancipated
from the restraints of the law. Though the immunities legally belonging to
the place extended only to cases of debt, cheats, false witnesses, forgers, and
highwaymen found refuge there.” For amidst a rabble so desperate no peace
officer’s life was in safety. At the cry of “Rescue!” bullies with swords and
cudgels, and termagant hags with spits arfd broomsticks poured forth by
hundreds; and the inttuder was fortunate if he escaped back into Fleet
street, hustled, stripped, and pumped upon. Even the warrant of the chief
justice of England could not be executed without the help of a company of
musketeers. Such relics of the barbarism of the darkest ages were to be found
within a short walk of the chambers whére Somers was studying history and
law, of the chapel where Tillotson was preaching, of the coffee-house where
Dryden was passing judgment on poems and plays, and of the hall where the
Royal Soci¢ty was examining the astronomical system of Isaac Newton.

» DIFFICULTY ©F TRAVELLING

The chief cause which made the fusion of the different elements of society
so imperfect was the extreme difficulty which our ancestors found in passing
from place to place. Of all inventions, the alphabet and the printing press
alome excepted, those inventions which abridge distance have done most for
the civilisation of our species. Every improvement of the means of locomo-
tion benefits mankind merally and intellectually as well as materially, and
not only faciljfates the interchange of the various productions of nature and
art, ,but tends to remove national and provincial antipathies, and to bind
Jtogether all the branches of the great human family. In the seventeenth cen-
tury the ithabitants of Iondon were, for almost every practical purpose,
farther from Réading thar® they now are from Edinburgh, and farther from
Hdinburgh than they are now from Vienna.

The subjects of Charl®s)II were not, it is true, quite unacquainted with
that principle which has, in gur own time, produced an ’».;.nprec%den%ed revo-
lution in human affairs, which has enabled navies to advance in the face of
wind and tide, and- battalions, attended by all their baggage and artillery, to

“.»
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traverse kingdoms at a pace equal to that of the fleetest race horse. THe
marquis 6f Worcester had recently observed the expansive power of moisture
rarefied by heat. After many experiments he had succeeded jn constructing
a rude steam engine, which he called a fire water work, ahd whieh he pro-
nounced to be an admifable and most foreible instrument of propulsion. But
the marquis was suspected to be a madman, and known to be a papist: His ¢
inventions, therefore, found no favourable reception. His fire water work
might, perhaps, furnith matter for conversation at a meeting of the Royal
Society, but was not applied to any practical purpose. There were no rail-
wayszexcept a few made of timber, from the mouths of the Northumbrian coal-
pits to the banks of the Tyne. There was very little internal communication
by water. A few attempts had been made to deepen and embank the natural
streams, but with slender success. Hardly a single navigable canal had been
even projected. The English of that day were in the habit of talking with
mingled admiration and despair of the immense trench by which Louis XV
had made a junction between the Atlantic and the Mediterranean. They
little thought that their country would, in the course of a few generations, be
intersected, at the cost of private adventurers, by artificial rivers making up
more than four times the length of the Thames, the Severn, and the Tren%
together.

gIt was by the highways that both travellers and goods generally passed
from place to place. And those highways appear to have been far worse than
might have been expected from the degree of wealth and civitisation which
the nation had even then attained. On the’best lines of communication the
ruts were deep, the descents precipitous, and the way often such as it was
hardly possible to distinguish, in‘the dusk, from the uninclosed heath and fen
which lay on both sides. Ralph Thoresby, the antiquary, was, in danger of
losing his way on the great North road, between Barnby Moor and Tuxford,
and actually lost his way between Doncaster and York. Pepys and his wife,
travelling in their coach, lost their way between Newbury and Reading. In
the course of the same tour they lost their way near Salisbury, and were in
danger of having to pass the night on the plain. It was only in fine weather
that the whole breadth of the road was available for wheeled vehicles. - Otten
the mud lay deep on the right and theleft; and only a narrow track of firm
ground rose above the quagmire. At such times obstructions-and quarrels
were frequent, and the path was sometimes blocked up during a long time by
carriers, neither of whom would break the way. It happened, almost every
day, that coaches stuck fast, until a team of cattle could be procured from
some neighbouring farm, to tug them out of the slough. But in bad sedsons
the traveller had to encounter incenveniences still more serious.

Thoresby, who was in the habit of trave]ling between Leeds and the capifal,
has recorded, in his Diary, such a series of perils and disasters as might suffice
for a journey to the Frozen Ocean or to the desett of Sahara. On one occasion
he learned that the floods were out between Ware and London, that passengers
had to swim for their lives, and that a higgler had perished in the attemps to
cross. In consequence of these tidings he turned out of the highrroad and
was conducted across some meadows, where it was necessary for him to ride*
to the saddle skirts in water. In the course of arfother journey he narrowly
escaped being swept away by an inundation of the Trent. He was dfterwards
detained at Stamford four days, on account of tie state of the roads, and
then veritured to proceed only because fourteen members of the house of
commons, who were going up in a body to parliament with guides and numer-
pus attendants, took him into their company. ¢
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~ One chief cause of the badness of the roads seens to have‘geen the defeceive
state of the lsw. Every parish was bound to repair the highways whish passed
through it. The peasantry were forced to give their gratuitous labour six
days in the ¥ear. ® If fhis was not sufficient, hired labour was employed, and
the expense was met by a parochial rate. That a route connecting two great
towns,"'which have a large and thriving trade with each other, should be main-
tained at the cost of the rural population scattered between them is obviously
unjust; and this injustice wis peculiarly glaring in the case of the great North
road, which traversed very poor and thinly inhabited districts, and joined very
rich and poptilous distTicts. Indeed it was not in the power of the parishes
of Huntingdonshire to mend a highway worn by the constant traffic between
the West Riding of Yorkshiré and London. Soon after the Restoration this
grievance attracted the notice of parliament; and an act, the first of our many
turnpike acts, was passed, imposing 2 small toll on travellers and goods, for
the purpose of keeping some parts of this important line of communication in
good repair. This innovation, however, excited many murmurs; and the
other great avenues to the capital were long left under the old system.

On the best highways heavy articles were, in the time of Charles II, gen-
erally conveyetl from place to place by stage waggons. In the straw of these
vehicles nestled a ecrowd of passengers, who could not afford to travel by coach
or on horseback, and who were prevented by infirmity, or by the weight of
their luggage, from going on foot. The expense of transmitting heavy goods
in this way was enormous. From London to Birmingham the charge was
seven pounds a ton; from Londén to Exeter twelve pounds a ton. This was
about fifteen pence a ton for every mile, more by a third than was afterwards
charged on turnpike roads, and fifteen times what is now demanded by rail-
way companies. The cost of conveyance amounted to a prohibitory tax on
many useful articles. Coal in particular was never seen except in the dis-
tricts where itywas produced, or in the districts to which it could be carried
by sea, 1and was mdeed always known in the south of England by the name of
sea coal. .

On byroads, and generally throughout the country north of York and west
of Exeter, goods were carried by long trains of pagkhorses. These strong and
patient begsts, the breed of which is now extinet, were attended by a class of
men Who seem to have borne much resemblance to the Spanish muleteers. A
traveller of humble condition often found it convenient to perform a journey
mounted on a packsaddle between two baskets, under the care of these hardy
guides. The expense of this mode of conveyance was small. But the caravan
moved at a foot’s pace; and in winter the cold was often insupportable.

The rich commonly travelled in their own carriages, with at least four
hagses. Cotton, the facetious poet, attempted to go from London to the Peak
with a single pair, but found at St. Albans that the journey would be insup-
portably tedious, and altered®his plan. A coach and six is in our time never
seen, except as part of some pageant. The frequent mention therefore of
such equipages in old books is likely to mislead us. We attribute to magnifi-
cence what was really the effect of a very disagreeable necessity. People, in
the time of Charles I, trayelled with six horses, because with a smaller number
there was grézt danger of*sticking fast in the mire. Nor were even six horses
always sufficient. Vanbrugh, in the succeeding generation, deseribed with
great humour the way ir*yhich a country gentleman, newly chosen a member
of parliament, went up to’London. On that occasion all the exertions of six
beasts, two of which had beer! taken from the plough, could not save the family
coach from being imbedded in a quagmire.
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Publit carriages had recently been much improved. During the years
which immediately followed the Restoration, a diligence rap letween London
and Oxford in two days. The passengers slept at Beaconsfield.® At length,
in the spring of 1669, a’great and daring innovation was attempted. It wag

announced that a vehicle, described as the flying coach, would perform the *
whole journey between sunrise and sunset. This spirited urdertaking was,

solemnly considered “and sanctioned by the heads of the university, and
appears to have excited the same sort of interest which is excited in our own
time by the opening of a new railway. The vice-chancellor, by a notice
affixed in all public places, prescribed the hour<and place of departure. The
success of the experiment was complete. At six in the morning the carriage
began to move from before the ancient {ront of All Souls college ; and at seven
in the evening the adventurous gentlemen who had run the <rst risk were
safely deposited at their inn in London. The emulation of the sister univer-
sity was moved ; and soon a diligence was set up which in one day carried
})assengers from Cambridge to the capital. At the close of the reign of Charles

I, flying carriages ran thrice a week from London to the chief towns. But no
stage coach, indeed no stage wagon, appears to have proceeded further north
than York, or further west than Exeter. The ordinary day’s journey of a
flying coach was about fifty miles in the summer; but in winter, when the
ways were bad and the nights long, little more than thirtyc The Chester
coach, the York coach, and the Exeter cotch generally reached London in
four days during the fine season, but at Christmas not till the sixth day.
The passengers, six in number, were all seated in the carriage. For accidents
were so frequent that it would have been most perilous to mount the roof.
The ordinary fare was about twopence halfpenny a mile in summer, and some-
what more in winter.

This mode of travelling seemed to our ancestors wondeffully and indeed
alarmingly rapid. In a work published a few months before the death of
Charles I1, the flying coaches are extolled as far superior to any similar vehicles
ever known in the world. Their velocity is the subject of special commenda-
tion, and is triumphantly contrasted with the sluggish pace of the continental

osts. But with boasts like these was mingled the sound of complaiut and
mvective. The interests of large classes had been unfavourably affected ‘by
the establishment of the new diligences': and, as usual, many persons were,
from mere stupidity and obstinacy, disposed to clamour against the innova-
tion, simply because it was an innovation. It was vehemently argued ‘that
this mode of conveyance would be fatal to the breed of horses and to the noble
art of horsemanship; that the Thames, which had long been an importint
nursery of seamen, would cease to be the ¢nief thoroughfare from London up
to Windsor and down to Gravesend; that saddlers and spurriers would be
ruined by hundreds; that numerous inns, at which mounted travellers had
been in the habit of stopping, would be deserted, and would no longer pay
any rent; that the new carriages were too hot in summer and too cold in

winter; that the passengers were grievously annoyed by invalids‘and crying"

children ; that the coach sometimes reached the ima so late thut-it was impos-
sible to get supper and sometimes started so early that it was itnpossible
to get breakfast. On these grounds it was gravely recommended that no
public carriage should be permitted to have more than four horses, to start
oftener than once a week, or to go more than thirty miles a day. It was
hoped that, if this regulation were adopted, all except the sick and the lame
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vould return to the old mode qf travelling. Petitions empodying such epin-
jons as these were presented to the king in council from several congpanies of
the city of London, from several provincial towns, and from the justices of
several cquntids® *We smile at these things. It is not impossible that our
descendants, when they read the history of the opposgtion offered by cupidity
and prejudicg to the improvements of the nineteenth century, may smile in
their turn.

. °
Highwaymen §

Whatever might be the way in which a journey was performed, the travel-
lers, unless they were numer8us and well armed, ran considerable risk of being
stopped and plundered. The mounted highwayman, a marauder known to
our eeneration only from books, was*to be found on every main road. The
waste tracts which lay on the great routes near London were especially
haunted by plunderers of this class. Hounslow heath, on the great Western
road, and Finchley common, on the great Northern road, were perhaps the
most celebrated of these spots. The Cambridge scholars trembled when they
approached Bpping Forest, even in broad daylight. Seamen who had just
been paid off at Chatham were often compelled to deliver their purses on Gads-
hill, celebrated near a hundred years earlier by the greatest of poets as the
scene’of the depredations of Poins and Falstaff. The public authorities seem
to have been ‘offen at a loss how to deal with the plunderers. At one time it
was announced in the Gazette énat several persons, who were strongly sus-
pected of being highwaymen, but against whom there was not sufficient evi-
dence, would be paraded at Newgate in riding dresses: their horses would also
be shown: and all genttemen who had been robbed were invited to inspect this
singular exhibition. On another occasion a pardon was publicly offered to a
robber if he would give up some rough diamonds, of immense value, which
he had taken when he stopped the Harwich mail. A short time after appeared
another proclamation, warning the innkeepers that the eye of the government
was upon them. Their eriminal connivance, it was affirmed, enabled banditti
to infest the roads with impunity. That these suspicions were not without
foundation, is proved by the dying speeches of some penitent robbers of that
age, Who appear to have received from the innkeepers services much resemb-
ling those which Farquhar’s Boniface rendered to Gibbet.

Tt was necessary %o the success ind even to the safety of the highwayman
that he should be a bold and skilful rider, and that his manners and appear-
ande should be such as suited the master of a fine horse. He therefore held an
aristocratical position in the community of thieves, appeared at fashionable
cdffee houses and gaming houses, and betted with men of quality on the race
ground. Sometimes, indeed, he ‘was a man of good family and education.
A romantic interest there aetached, and perhaps still attaches, to the names
of freebooters of this class. The vulgar eagerly drank in tales of their ferocity
and audacity, of their occasional acts of generosity and good nature, of their
amours, «of their miraculous escapes, of their desperate struggles, and of their
manly befiring at the bar and in the cart. Thus it was related of William
Nevison, the great robber of Yorkshire, that he levied a quarterly tribute on
all the morthern drovers, and, in return, not only spared them himself, but
protected them againstee]l other thieves; that he demanded purses in the
most courteous manner; that he gave largely to the poor what he had taken
from the rich; that his life Was once spared by the royal clemency but that he
again tempted his fate, apd at length died, in 1685, on the gallows of York.
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1 was related how Claude Duval, the French page of the duke of Rich-
mond, took to the road, became captain of a formidable gang, and had the
honour to be named first in a royal proclamation against notorious offenders;
how at the head of his troop he stopped a lady’s coach, in“which there was a
booty of £400; how hetook only one hundred, and suffered the fair owner to
ransom the rest by dancing a coranto with him on the heath ; how his vivacious
gallantry stole away the hearts of all women; how his dexterity at sword and
pistol made him a terrpr to all men; how, at length, in the yea¥ 1670, he was
seized when overcome by wine; how dames of high rank visited him in prison,
and with tears interceded for his life; how the king Would have granted a
pardon, but for the interference of Judge Morton, the terror of highwaymen,
who threatened to resign his office unless the law were carried into full effect;
and how, after the execution, the corpse lay in state with all the pomp of
scutcheons, wax lights, black hangings ‘and mutes, till the same cruel judge,
who had intercepted the mercy of the crown, sent officers to’ disturb the
obsequies. In these anecdotes there is doubtless a large mixture of fable;
but they are not on that account unworthy of being recorded; for it is both
an authentic and an important fact that such tales, whether false or true,
were heard by our ancestors with eagerness and faith. 2 oS

Inns

All the various dangers by which the tYaveller was beset were greatly
increased by darkness. He was therefore commonly desirous of having the
shelter of a roof during the night; and such shelter it was not difficult to obtain.
From a very early period the inns of England had beea renowned. Our first
areat poet had deseribed the excellent accommodation which they afforded to
the pilgrims of the fourteenth century. Nine and twenty persqus, with their
horses, found room in the wide chambers and stables of the Tabard in South-
wark. The food was of the best, and-the wines such as drew the company on
to drink largely. Two hundred years later, under the reign of Elizabeth,
William Harrison gave a lively description of the plenty and comfort of the
great hostelries. The Continent of Europe, he said, could show ncthing like
them. There were some in which two or three hundred people, with “their
horses, could without difficulty be lodged and fed. The bedding, the tapestry,
above all the abundance of clean and fine linen was matteér of wonder. Valu-
able plate was often set on the tables. Nay, there were signs which had cost
thirty or forty pounds. “

In the seventeenth century England abounded with excellent inns of every
rank. The traveller sometimes, in a small village, lighted on a public house
such as Walton has deseribed, where the brick floor was swept clean, where
the walls were stuck round with ballads, where the sheets smelt of lavender,
and where a blazing fire, a cup of good ale, and a dish of trout fresh from the
neighbouring brook, were to be procured at small charge. At the larger
houses of entertainment were to be found beds hung with silk, choice-cookery,
and claret equal to the best which was drunk in London. The innkéepers too,
it was said, were not like other innkeepers. On tke Continer ‘the landlord
* was the tyrant of those who crossed the threshold. In England he was a ser-
vant. Never was an Englishman more at home than when he took his ease
in his inne Fwven men of fortune, who might in ‘their own mansions have
enjoyed every luxury, were often in the habit of ‘passing their evenings in the
parlour of some neighbouring house of public entertainment. They seem to
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have thought that comfort and {feedom could in no other jlace be enjoyegl in
equal perfection. This feeling contipued during many generationg to be a
national peculiarity. The liberty and jollity of inns long furnished matter to
our novelists ahdedramatists. Johnson declared that a tavern chair was the
throne of human felicity; and Shenstone gently complained that no private
roof, however, friendly, gave the wanderer so warm a welcome as that which
was to be found at an inn.

L
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POST OFFICE; NEWSPAPERS

’ o

The mode in which correspondence was carried on between distant f)laces
may excite the scorn of the present generation; yet it was such as might have
moved the admiragion and envy of the polished nations of antiquity, or of the
contemporaries of Raleigh and Cecil. * A rude and imperfect establishment of
pests for the conveyance of letters had been set up by Charles I, and had been
swept away by the civil war. Under the commonwealth the design was
resumed. At the Restoration the proceeds of the post office, after all ex-
pepses had beeh paid, were settled on the duke of York. On most lines of
#o5d° the mails went out and came in only on the alternate days. In Corn-
wall, in the fens of Lincolnshire, and among the hills and lakes of Cumberland,
letters were received only once a week. During a royal progress a daily post
was despatched from the capital to the place where the court sojourned.
There was also daily communication between London and the Downs; and
the same privilege was sometimes extended to Tunbridge Wells and Bath at
the seasons when those places were crowded by the great. The bags were
carried on horseback day and night at the.rate of about five miles an hour.

To facilitate correspondence between one part of London and another was
not originally one of the objects of the post office. But, in the reign of Charles
II, an enterpsising citizen of London, William Dockwray, set up, at great
expense a penny post, which delivered letters and parcels six or eight times a
day in the busy and crowded streets near the Exchange, and four times a day
in the outskirts of the capital. This improvement was, as usual, strenuously
resisted. The porters complained that their interests were attacked, and tore
down the:placards in which the scheme was announced to the public. The
excittment eaused by Godfrey’s death, and by the discovery of Coleman’s
papers, was then at its height. A cry was therefore raised that the penny
post was a popish cohtrivance. The great Doctor Oates, it was affirmed, had
hinted a suspicion that the Jesuits were at the bottom of the scheme, and
the® the bags, if examined, would be found full of treason. The utility of the
enterprise was, however, so great and obwious that all opposition proved fruit-
l&s.  As soon as it became clear that the speculation would be lucrative, the
duke of York complained of it as an infraction of his monopoly, and the courts
of law decided in his favour®

No part pf the load which the old mails carried out was more important
thgn the new letters. In 1685 nothing like the London daily paper of our
time existed, or could exist. Neither the necessary capital nor the necessary
skill was %o be found. Freedom too was wanting, a want as fatal as that of
either capital or skill. The press was not indeed at that moment under a
general censorship. The licencing act, which had been passed soon after the
Restoration, had expired,in 1679. Any person might therefore print, at his
own risk, a history, a serrglon, or a poem, without the previous approbation of
any public officer; but the” judges were unanimously of opinion that this
liberty did not extend to gazettes, and that, by the common law of England,
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no man, not authhrised by che erown, had a_right to publish political news,
While the whig party was still formidable, the government thought it expt-
dient occasionally to connive at the violation of this rule. During the great
battle of the Exclusion Bill, many newspapers were sufféred to appear, the
Protestant Intelligence, $he Current Intelligence, the Domestic Intelligence, the
True News, the London Mercury. None of these was published oftener than
twice a week. None exceeded in size a single small leaf. The quantity of
matter which one of them contained in a year #was not mor€ than is often
found in two numbers of the TWmes. After the defeat of the whigs it was no
longer necessary for the king to be sparing in the use of that which all his
judges had pronounced to be his undoubted prerogative. At the close of his
reign no newspaper was suffered to appear witnout his allowance: and his
allowance was given exclusively to the London Gazette.

The London Gazette came out only oun Mondays and Thursdays. The con-
tents generally were a royal proclamation, two or three tory addresses, noticgs
of two or three promotions, an account of a skirmish between the imperial
troops and the janissaries on the Danube, a description of a highwayman, an
announcement of a grand cockfight between two persons of honour, and an
advertisement offering a reward for a strayed dog. The whole made up*t%s
pages of moderate size. Whatever was communicated respecting matters of
the highest moment was communicated in the most meagre and formal style.
Sometimes, indeed, when the government was disposed to gratify the public
curiosity respecting an important transaction, a broadside was put forth
giving fuller details than could be found in tle Gazette: but neither the Gazette
nor any supplementary broadside printed by authority ever contained any
intelligence which it did not suit.the purposes of the court to publish. The
most important parliamentary debates, the most important state trials,
recorded in our history, were passed over in profound silence.

In the capital the coffee houses supplied in some measure the place of a

journal. Thither the Londoners flocked, as the Athenians of old flocked to

the market place, to hear whether there was any news. There men might
learn how brutally a whig had been treated the day before in Westn¥inster
Hall, what horrible accounts the letters from Edinburgh gave of the torturing
of covenanters, how grossly the navy board had cheated the crown in the
victualling of the fleet, and what grave charges the lord privy seal had breught
against the treasury in the matter of the hearth money. But people who
lived at a distance from the great theatre of political contention could be kept
regularly informed of what was passing there only by means of news-letters.
To prepare such letters became a calling in London, as it now is among %he
natives of India. The news-writer rambled from coffee room to coffee room,
collecting reports, squeezed himself into the sessions house at the Old Bail@y
if there was an interesting trial, nay, perhaps obtained admission to the gallery
of Whitehall, and noticed how the king and duke looked. In this way he
gathered materials for weekly epistles destined to enlighten some county
town or some bench of rustic magistrates.

Such were the sources from which the inhabitants of the largest provincial
cities, and the great body of the gentry and clergy, learned almost all that
they knew of the history of their own time. We maist suppose that at Cam-
bridge there were as many persons curious to know what was passing in the
world as at almost any place in the kingdom, out ¢fi London. Yet at Cara-
bridge, duringa great part of the reign of Charles I, the doctors of laws and
the masters of arts had no regular supply of news except through the London
Gazette. At length the services of one of the collectors of intelligence in the
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capital were employed. That was a memorable’day on wich the first n@ws-

letter from kondon was laid on the takle of the only coffee’room in Cambridge.

1
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SCARCITY OF BOOKS IN COUNTRY PLACES; FESIALE EDUCATION

Literature which could be carried by the post bag then formed the greater
part of the iMtellectual nwtriment ruminated by thg country divines and
country justices. The difficulty and expense of conveying large packets from
place to place was so“great, that an extensive work was longer in making its
way from Paternoster Row to Devonshire or Lancashire than it now is in
reaching Kentucky. How Scantily a rural parsonage was then furnished,
even with books ,the most necessary to a theologian, has already been re-
marled. The houses of the gentry were not more plentifully supplied. Few
lanights of the shire had libraries so good as may now perpetually: be found in
o servants’ hall, or in the back parlour of a small shopkeeper. An esquire
passed among his neighbours for a great scholar, if Hudibras and Baker’s
Chronicle, Tarlton’s Jests and the Seven Champions of Christendom, lay in his
#31° window *among the fishing rods and fowling pieces. No circulating
library, no book society then existed even in the capital: but in the capital
those students who could not afford to purchase largely had a resource. The
shops of the great booksellers, near St. Paul’s churchyard, were crowded every
day and all d:'v lone with readers; and a known customer was often permitted
to carry a volume nome. In tht country there was no such accommodation;
and every man was under the necessity of buying whatever he wished to read.

As to the lady of the manor and her daughters, their literary stores gen-
erally consisted of a prayer book and a receipt book. But in truth they lost
little by living in rural seclusion. For, even in the highest ranks, and in those
situations which afforded the greatest facilities for mental improvement, the
English women®of that generation were decidedly worse educated than they
have been at any other time since the revival of learning. At an earlier period
they Lad studied the masterpieces of ancient genius. In the present day they
seldom bestow much attention on the dead languages; but they are familiar
with the tongue of Pascal and Moliére, with the tongue of Dante and Tasso,
with*the tongue of Goethe and Schiller; nor is there any purer or more graceful

nglish than that which accomplished women now speak and write. But,
during the latter patt of the severiteenth century, the culture of the female
mind seems to have been almost entirely neglected. If a damsel had the least
smittering of literature she was regarded as a prodigy. Ladies highly born,
highly bred, and naturally quick witted, were unable to write a line in their
njother tongue without solecisms and faults of spelling such as a charity girl
would now be ashamed to commat.

The explanation may essily be found. Extravagant licentiousness, the
najural effecp of extravagant austerity, was now the mode; and licentiousness
hagd producéd its ordinary effect, the moral and intellectual degradation of
women. * To their personal beauty, it was the fashion to pay rude and impu-
dent homfhge. But the admiration and desire which they inspired were sel-
dom mingletl 4vith respeet, with affection, or with any chivalrous sentiment.
The qualities which fit them to be companions, advisers, confidential friends;
rather repelled than at‘orf}cted the libertines of Whitehall. In that court a
maid of honour, who dressed in such a manner as to do full juatice to a white
bosom, who ogled significafitly, who danced voluptuously, who excelled in
pert repartee, who was not ashamed to romp with lords of the bedchamber
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and-captains of thé guards, to sing sly verses with sly expression, or to put o
a page’s cress for a frolic, was more likely to be followed and admired, more
likely to be honoured with royal attentions, more likely to win a rich and
noble husband than Jane Grey or Lucy Hutchinson wodid have been. In
such circumstances the<tandard of female attainments was necessarily low:;
and it was more dangerous to be above that standard than to he benedth it
Extreme ignorance and frivolity were thought less unbecoming in a lady than
the slightest tincture of pedantry. Of the too celebrated womén whose faces
we still admire on the walls of Hampton Court, few indeed were in the habit
of reading anything more valuable than acrostics, lampoons, and translations
of the Clelia and the Grand Cyrus.

LITERARY ATTAINMENTS OF GENTLEMEN

The literary acquirements, even of the accomplished gentlemen of that
generation, seem to have been somewhat less solid and profound than at an
earlier or a later period. Greek learning, at least, did not flourish among us
in the days of Charles II, as it had flourished before the civil war, or as it
again flourished long after the Revolution. There were undoubtedly sch8lar®
to whom the whole Greek literature, from Homer to Photius, was familiar:
but such scholars were to be found almost exclusively among the clergy resi-
dent at the universities, and even at the universities were few, and were nof
fully appreciated. At Cambridge it was not thought by any means necessary
that a divine should be able to read the Gospels in the original. Nor was the
standard at Oxford higher. When, in the reign of William III, Christ church
rose up as one man to defend the genuineness of the epistles of Phalaris, that
great college, then considered as the first seat of philblogy in the kingdom,
could not muster such a stock of Attic learning as is now possessed by several
youths at every great public school. It may easily be supposed that a dead
language, neglected at the universities, was not much studied by men of the
world. In a former age the poetry and eloquence of Greece had been the
delight of Raleigh and Falkland. In a later age the poetry and eloquefice of
Greece were the delight of Pitt and Fox, of Windham and Grenville. Buf
during the latter part of the seventeenth century there was in England scarcely
onePel}mment statesman who could read with enjoyment a page ef Sophbcles
or Plato.

Good Latin scholars were numerous. The language 6f Rome, indeed, had
not altogether lost its imperial character, and was still, in many parts of
Europe, almost indispensable to a traveller or a negotiator. To speak it Well
was therefore a much more common-accomplishment than in our time; and
neither Oxford nor Cambridge wanted poets who, on a great occasion, cou
lay at the foot of the throne happy imitations of the verses in which Virgil
and Ovid had celebrated the greatness of Augustus.

INFLUENCE OF FRENCH LITERATURE ®

(8

Yet even the Latin was giving way to a younger rival. France united at
that time almost every species of ascendency. Her'military glory was at the
height. She had vanquished mighty coalitions. She had dictated treaties.
She had subjugated great cities and provinces. She had forced the Castilian
pride to yield<her the precedence. She had summoned Italian princes to
prostrate themselves at her footstool. Her aufhority was supreme in all
matters of good breeding, from a duel to a minuet. She determined how a
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gontleman’s coat must be cut, how long his peruke must b, whether his heels
niust be high or low, and whether the dace on his hat must’be broad er narrow.
In literature she gave law to the world. The fame of her great writers filled
Europe. oNo otlet country could produce a tragic poet equal to Racine, a
comic poet equal to Moliére, a trifler so agreeable g La Fontane, a rheto-
riciart so skilful as Bossuet. The literary glory of Italy and of Spain had set;
that of Germany had not yet dawned. The genius, therefore, of the eminent
men who adofned Paris shone forth with a splendour ghich was set off to full
advantage hy contrast. France, indeed, had at that time an empire over
mankind, such as evefi the Roman republic never attained. For, when Rome
was politically dominant, she was in arts and letters the humble pupil of
Greece. France had, over tfie surrounding countries, at once the ascendency
which Rome had, over Greece, and the ascendency which Greece had over
Pome. French was fast becoming fhe universal language, the language of
fashionable society, the language of diplomacy. At several courts princes and
nobles spoke it more accurately and politely than their mother tongue.
Tn our island there was less of this servility than on the Continent. Neither

oyr good nor otir bad qualities were those of imitators. Yet even here homage

as’ paid, awkwardly indeed and sullenly, to the literary supremacy of our
neighbours. _The melodious Tuscan, so familiar to the gallants and ladies of
the court of Elizabeth, sank into contempt. A gentleman who quoted Horace
or Terence was considered in good company as & pompous pedant. But to gar-
nish his conversation with seraps of French was the best proof which he could
give of his parts and attainmerts. New canons of criticism, new models of
style came into fashion. The quaint ingenuity which had deformed the verses
of Donne, and had been a blemish on those of Cowley, disappeared from our
poetry. Our prose betame less majestic, less artfully involved, less variously
musical than that of an earlier age, but more lucid, more easy, and better
fitted for consrqversy and narrative. In these changes it is impossible not to
recognise the influence of French precept and of French example. Great
masters of our language, in their most dignified compositions, affected to use
French words, when English words, quite as expressive and melodious, were
at hand: and from France was imported the {ragedy in rhyme, an exotic
whic.h, in’our soil, drooped, and speedily died.

IMMORALLTY OF THE PGLITE LITERATURE OF ENGLAND

Lt would have been well if our writers had also copied the decorum which
théir great French contemporaries, with few exceptions, preserved; for the
profligacy of the English plays, satires, songs, and novels of that age is a deep

ot on our national fame. The evil may easily be traced to its source. The
wits and the Puritans had never been on friendly terms. There was no sympa-
thy between the two classes? They looked on the whole system of human life
frem differept points and in different lights. The earnestness of each was the
jest of the other. The pleasures of each were the torments of the other. To
the sterh precisian even the innocent sport of the fancy seemed a crime. To
light and festive natures the solemnity of the zealous brethren furnished
copious mattér of ridicule.

« The*war between wit and Puritanism soon became a war between wit and °
morality. The hostility excited by a grotesque caricature of virtue did not
spare virtue herself. Whatever the canting roundhead hade regarded with
reverence was insulted. atever he had proscribed was favoured. Because
he had been scrupulous about trifles, all scruples were treated with derision.
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Because he had cwyered his failings with the mask of devotion, men we
encouraged to obtrude with cynic impudence all their most scantlalous vic!;
on the public eye. Because he had punished illicit love with barbarous sever-
ity, virgin purity, and conjugal fidelity were to be made ‘a jest.» To that
sanctimonious jargon which was his shibboleth, was opposed another jargon
not less absurd and much more odious. As he never opened his mouth except
in Seriptural phrase, the new breeds of wits and fine gentlemen never opened
their mouths without. uttering ribaldry of which a porter would now be
ashamed, and without calling on their Maker to curse them, sink them, con-
found, them, blast them, and damn them. :

The spirit of the anti-Puritan reaction pervades almost the whole polite
literature of the reign of Charles II. But the very quintessence of that Spirit
will be found in the comic drama. The playhouses, shut. by the meddling
fanatic in the day of his power, were again crowded. To their old attractions
new and more powerful attractions had been added. Scenery, dresses, an#|
decorations such as would now be thought mean or absurd, but such as would
have been esteemed incredibly magnificent by those who, early in the seven-
teenth century, sat on the filthy benches of the Hope, or under the thatechg
roof of the Rose, dazzled the eyes of the multitude. The fascination of sex
was called in to aid the fascination of art: and the young spectator saw, with
emotions unknown to the contemporaries of Shakespeare and Jonson, tender
and sprightly heroines personated by lovely women. From the day on which
the theatres were reopened they became seminaries of vice; and the evil
propagated itself. The profligacy of the representations soon drove away
sober people. The frivolous and dissolute who remained required every year
stronger and stronger stimulants. Thus the artists corrupted the spectators,
and the spectators the artists, till the turpitude of the drama hecame such
as must astonish all who are not aware that extreme relaxation is the natural
effect of extreme restraint, and that an age of hypocrisy is. in the regular
course of things, followed by an age of impudence.

Such was the state of the drama;-and the drama was the department of
polite literature in which a poét had the best chance of obtaining a subsistence
by his pen. The sale of books was so small that a man of the greatest name
could expect only a pittance for the copyright of the best performance. There
cannot be a stronger instance than the fate of Dryden’s last production; the
Fables. That volume was published when he was universally admitted to be
the chief of living English poets. It confains about twelve thousand lines. :
The versification is admirable; the narratives and descriptions full of ljfe.
To this day Palamon and Arcite, Cymon and Iphigenia, Theodore and Honoria
are the delight both of eritics and of schoolboys. The collection includes
Alexander’s Feast, the noblest ode in our langnage. For the copyright Dryden
received £250, less than in our days has sometimes been paid for two articles
i a review. Nor does the bargain seem to have'been a hard one. For the
book went off slowly; and the second edition was not required til' the author
had been ten years in his grave. .

By writing for the theatre it was possible to earn a much larger stim with
much less trouble. Southern made £700 by one play. Otway was raised
from beggary to temporary affluence by the success 6f his Don Cailos. Shad-
“well cleared £130 by a single representation of the Squire of Alsatit.., The
consequence was that every man who had to live by his wit wrote plays,
whether heshad any internal vocation to write plays or not. It was thus with
Dryden. As a satirist he has rivalled Juvenal. As a didactic poet he per-
haps might, with care and meditation, have rivalled Lucretius. Of lyric poets
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e e ime,® illieh d gpirit-stirring. <But
is, 1 most sublime,® the most brilliant and i
gﬁtilslieﬂp?oofglsteht% him of many reﬁre %ifti, had denied h;?tgdeo%ril?:ggtfiicﬁg'
: oies of his best years were wa 3 ' -
Nerir(;crklleleﬁe a%l‘etc:? ?;%ISIS; judgment ri)t to be aware that in the power of
g)glsllibitir.lg. character by means of dialogue he Wa}s_deﬁment. That c_leﬁ.((:ienfy
he did his best to conceal, sometimes by surprising and amusmgb inei e?n si
sometimes by stately declamation, sometimes by harmonious numd elyb, sg .
times by ribafiry but too well suited to the taste of agprofane an 1%th1ou
t_ Yet he never obtained any theatrical success equal to t,hat which - g,-
warded the exertions 8f some men far inferior to him in general powerss He
thought himself fortunate if he cleared a hundred guineas by a play; a scarlllty
remuneration, yet apparentl';ff %alr)ger than he could have earned in any other
me ,quantity of labour. . !
Wa}:[‘l}g ngoil?pen's% whicg the wits ol that age could obtain from the public
was so small that they were under the necessity of eking out their incomes by
levying contributions on the great. Every rich and good-natured lord was
pestered by authors with a mendicancy so importunate and a flattery so
abject as may I our time seem incredible. The patron to whom a werk was
ﬁgcﬁbed was®expected to reward the writer with a purse of gold. The fee
paid for the dedication of a book was often much larger than the sum which
any publisher would give for the copyright. Books were therefore frequently
printéd mere}y that they might be dedicated. This traffic in praise produced
the effect whith micht have been expected. Adulation pushed to the verge,
sometimes of nonsense and sometimes of impiety, was not thought to disgrace
a poet. Independence, veracity, self respect were things not required by the
world from him. In truth, he was in morals something between a pandar
and a beggar. .

® STATE OF SCIENCE IN ENGLAND
@

It is a remarkable fact that, while the lighter literature of England was
thus becoming a nuisance and a national disgrace, the English genius was
effecting in science a revolution which will, to the end of time, be reckoned
among the highest achievements of the human intellect. Bacon had sown
the gbod seed in a sluggish soil and an ungenial season. He had not expected
an early crop, and in his last testament had solemnly bequeathed his fame
to the next age. During a whole generation his philosophy had, amidst
tumults, wars, and proscriptions, been slowly ripening in a few well consti-
tut®d minds. While factions were struggling for dominion over each other,
a small body of sages had turned away with benevolent disdain from the
canflict, and had devoted themsglves to the nobler work of extending the
dominion of man over matter. As soon as tranquillity was restored, these
teachers easily found attentfve audience. For the discipline through which
the nation had passed had brought the public mind to a temper well {itted
for,the reception of the Verulamian doctrine. =~ The year 1660, the era of
the restoration of the old constitution, is also the era from which dates the
ascendency of the new philosophy. In that year the Royal Society, destined
to be a chief®agent in a lohg series of glorious and salutary reforms, began to
exist. Fn a few months experimental science became all the mode. The °
transfusion of blood, tie ponderation of air, the fixation of mercury, suc-
ceeded to that place in the Jdublic mind which had been lately occupied by
the controversies of the Rota. Dreams of perfect forms of government made
way for dreams of wings sith which men were to fly from the Tower to the
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Abkey, and of double-keelea ships which were never to founder in the fiercest
storm. All classes were hurried along by the prevailing sentimert. Cavalitr
and roundhead, churchman and Puritan were for once allied. Divines,
jurists, statesmen, nobles, princes, swelled the triumph of* tlie’Baganian phil-
osophy. Poets sang with emulous fervour the approach of the golden age.
Cowley, in lines weighty with thought and resplendent with wit, urged the
chosen seed to take possession of the promised land flowing with milk and
honey, that land which their great deliverer and: lawgiver hac seen, as from
the summit of Pisgah, but had not been permitted to enter. Dryden, with
more zeal than knowledge, joined his voice to the general acclamation, and
foretold things which neither he nor anybody else understood. The Royal
Society, he predicted, would soon lead us to the extreme verge of the globe,
and there delight us with a better view of the moon. :

The spirit of Francis Bacon was abroad, a spirit admirably compounded of
audacity and sobriety. There was a strong persuasion that the-whole world
was full of secrets of high moment to the happiness of man, and that man
had, by his Maker, been entrusted with the key which, rightly used, would
give access to them. There was at the same time a conviction that in physies
it was impossible to arrive at the knowledge of general laws cxcept by fie
careful observation of particular facts. Deeply impressed with these great
truths, the professors of the new philosophy applied themselves to their task,
and, before a quarter of a century had expired, they had given ample efirnest
of what has since been achieved. Already a reform of agriculcure had been
commenced. New vegetables were cultivated. New implements of husbandry
were employed. New manures were applied to the soil. Evelyn had, under
the formal sanction of the Royal Society, given instruction to his countrymen
in planting. Temple, in his intervals of leisure, had tried many experiments
in horticulture, and had proved that many delicate fruits, the nacives of more
favoured climates, might, with the help of art, be grown on English ground.
Medicine, which in France was still in abject bondage, and afforded an inex-
haustible subject of just ridicule to Moli¢re, had in England become an expe-
rimental and progressive science, and every day made some new advance, in
defiance of Hippocrates and Galen. The attention of speculative men had
been, for the first time, directed to the important subject of sanitary police.
The great plague of 1665 induced them to consider with care thé defective
architecture, draining, and ventilation of the capital. The great fire of 1666
afforded an opportunity for effecting extensive improvements. The whole
matter was diligently examined by the Royal Society; and to the suggestions
of that body must be partly attributed the changes which, though far skort
of what the public welfare required, yet made a wide difference between the
new and the old London, and probably put a final close to the ravages %of
pestilence in our country.

At the same time one of the founders of the society, Sir William Petty,
created the science of political arithmetic, the humble but indispensable hapd-
maid of political philosophy. No kingdom of nature was left unexplored.
To that period belong the chemical discoveries of Boyle, and the earliest
botanical researches of Sloane. It was then that Ray made a new classifica-
tion of birds and fishes, and that the attention of Woodward was first drawn
* towards fossils and shells. One after another phantoms which had.haunted
the world through ages of darkness fled before the light. Astrology and
alchemy became jests. Soon there was scarcely a county in which some of
the quorum did not smile contemptuously when an old woman was brought
before them for riding on broomsticks or giving cattle the murrain. But it
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was in those noblest and most Arduous departménts of knowledge in which
ifduction ard mathematical demonstration co-operate fér the diseovery of
truth, that the English genius won in that age the most memorable triumphs.
John Walljs,pldtes the whole system of statics on a new foundation. Edmund
Halley investigated the properties of the atmosphere,the ebb and flow of the
sea, the laws of magnetism, and the course of the comets; nor did he shrink
from toil, peril, and exile in the course of science. While he, on the rock
of St. Helena®mapped thes constellations of the southern hemisphere, our
national observatory was rising at Greenwich; and J ohn Flamsteed, the first
astronomer rdyal, was®commencing that long series of observations whjich is
never mentioned without respect and gratitude in any part of the globe.

But the glory of these m®n, eminent as they were, is cast into the shade
by the transcendent lustre of one immortal name. In Isaac Newton two
kinds of intellectual power, which hade little in common, and which are not
often found %ogether in a very high degree of vigour, but which nevertheless
are equally necessary in the most sublime departments of physics, were
united as they have never been united before or since. There may have
been minds as happily constituted as his for the cultivation of pure mathe-
w#tieal science; there may have been minds as happily constituted for the
cultivation of science purely experimental: but in no other mind have the
demonstrative faculty and the inductive faculty coexisted in such extreme
excellence and perfect harmony. Perhaps in an age of Scotists and Thomists
even his intelfect might have run to waste, as many intellects ran to waste
which were inferior only to his.® Happily the spirit of the age on which his
lot was cast, gave the right direction to his mind; and his mind reacted with
tenfold force on the spirit of the age. In the year 1685 his fame, though
splendid, was only dawning; but his genius was in the meridian. His great
work, that wbrk which effected a revolution in the most important provinces
of natural phiJosophy, had been completed, but was not yet published, and
was just about tb be submitted to the consideration of the Royal Society.

STATE OF THE FINE ARTS

It is wot, very easy to explain why the nation which was so far before
it neighbours in science should in art have been far behind them all. Yet
such was the fact. 4t is true that in architecture, an art which is half a
science, an art in which none but a geometrician can excel, an art which has
no standard of grace but what is directly or indirectly dependent on utility,
an art of which the creations derive a part, at least, of their majesty from
mére bulk, our country could boast of one truly great man, Christopher Wren;
and the fire which laid London in%uins had given him an opportunity, unpre-
cedented in modern historye of displaying his powers. The austere beauty
of the Athenjan portico, the gloomy sublimity of the Gothic arcade, he was,
like almost afl his contemporaries, incapable of emulating, and perhaps incap-
abl@ of appreciating: but no man, born on our side of the Alps, has imitated
with so mfich success the magnificence of the palace-like churches of Italy.
Even the superb Louis has left to posterity no work which can bear a com-
parison with Saint Paul’s.

‘But at the close of the reign of Charles IT there was not a single English
painter or statuary whose name is now remembered. o s

It is time that this descrfption of the England which Charles IT governed
should draw to a close. Yet one subject of the highest moment still remains

H. W.— VOL. XX. 2A
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untouched. Nothing has as yet been said of the great body of the people,
of those svho held the ploughs, who tended the oxen, who toiled at the looéls
of Norwich and squared the Portland stone for St. Paul’s. Nor can very
much be said. The most numerous class is precisely the €lass .respecting
which we have the mest meagre information. In those times philanthro-
pists did not yet regard it as a sacred duty, nor had demagogues yet-found
it a lucrative trade, to expatiate on the distress of the labourer. History was

too much occupied with courts and camps to spare a line for the hut of the *

peasant or for the garret of the mechanic. The press now often sends forth
in a day a greater quantity of discussion and declamatfon about the condition
of the working man than was published during the twenty-eight years which
elapsed between the Restoration and the Revolution. But it would be a
great error to infer from the increase of complaint that there has been any
increase of misery.

®
STATE OF THE COMMON PEOPLE

The great criterion of the state of the common people is' the amount of
their wages; and, as four-fifths of the common people were, in the seventeefsh
century, employed in agriculture, it is especially important to ascertain what
were then the wages of agricultural industry. On this subject we have the
means of arriving at conclusions sufficiently exact for our purpose. °

Sir William Petty, whose mere assertion carries great weight, informs us
that a labourer was by no means in the lowest state who received for a day’s
work fourpence with food, or eightpence without food. Four shillings a
week therefore were, according to Petty’s calculation, fair agricultural wages.
That this calculation was not remote from the truth we have abundant proof.
About the beginning of the year 1685 the justices of Warwickshire, in the
exercise of a power entrusted to them by an act of Elizabeth. fixed, at their
quarter sessions, a scale of wages for the county, and nofified that every
employer who gave more than the authorised sum, and every working man
who received more, would be liable to punishment. The wages of the com-
mon agricultural labourer, from March to September, were fixed at the pre-
cise sum mentioned by Pevty, namely four shillings a week without food.
Frorl? September to March the wages were to be only three and sixpencei a
week.

But in that age, as in ours, the earnings of the peasaat were very different
in different parts of the kingdom. The wages of Warwickshire were prob-
ably about the average, and those of the counties near the Scottish border
below it: but there were more favoured districts. In the same year, 1685,
a gentleman of Devonshire, named Richard Dunning, published a small traet,
in which he described the condition of the poor of that county. That he
understood his subject well it is impossible to daubt; for a few months later
his work was reprinted, and was, by the magistrates assembled in quarter
sessions at Exeter, strongly recommended to the attention of-all parochial
officers. According to him, the wages of the Devonshire peasant were, with-

out food, about five shillings a week. Still better was the condition of the

labourer in the neighbourhood of Bury St. Edmund’s. The magistrates of
Suffolk met there in the spring of 1682 to fix a rate of wages, and, resolved
that, where the labourer was not boarded, he should: have five shillings'a week
in winter, and six in summer. ;

In 1661 the justices at Chelmsford had fixed the wages of the Essex
labourer, who was not boarded, at six shillings in winter and seven in summer.

e
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This seems to have been the-fxighest remuneration given in the kingdom
for agricultural labour between the Restoration and the I(evolution,' and it is
to be observed, that, in the year in which this order was made, the necessaries
of life were immdderately dear. Wheat was at seventy shillings the quarter,
which would even now be considered as almost a fa#nine price.

These fagts are in perfect accordance with another fact which seems to

deserve consideration. It is evident that, in a country where no man can

* be compelled Yo become a %oldier, the ranks of an ammy cannot be filled if

the governmgnt offers much less than the wages of common rus‘ic labour.
At present the pay dnd beer money of a private in a regiment of tle line
amount to seven shillings gnd sevenpence a week. This stipend, coupled
with the hope of a pension, does not attract the English youth in sufficient
numbers; and it.is found necessary, to supply the deficiency by enlisting
largely from among the poorer population of Munster and Connaught. The
pey of the private foot soldier in 1685 was only four shillings and eightpence
a week; yet it is certain that the government in that year found no difficulty
in obtaining many thousands of English recruits at very short notice. The
pay of the private foot soldier in the army of the Commonwealth had been
seven shillings a week, that is to say as much as a corporal received under
Charles IT; and seven shillings a week had been found sufficient to fill the
ranks with men decidedly superior to the generality of the people. On the
whole; therefore, it seems reasonable to conclude that, in the reign of Charles
II, the ordinary wac~s of the peasant did not exceed four shillings a week;
but that, in some parts of the kingdom, five shillings, six shillings, and, dur-
ing the summer months, even seven shillings were paid. At present a district
where a labouring man earns only seven shillings a week is thought to be in
a state shocking to h@manity. The average is very much higher; and, in
prosperous counties, the weekly wages of husbandmen amount to twelve,
fourteen, and aven sixteen shillings.

The remuneration of workmen employed in manufactures has always been
higher than that of the tillers of the soil. In the year 1680 a member of the
house of commons remarked that the high wages paid in this country made
it impossible for our textures to maintain a competition with the products of
the Indian’ looms. An English mechanic, he said, instead of slaving like a
native of Bengal for a piece of copper, exacted a shilling a day. Other evi-
dence is extant, which proves that g shilling a day was the pay to which the
English workman then thought himself entitled, but that he was often
forced to work for less., The common people of that age were not in the
hab of meeting for public discussion, oF haranguing, or of petitioning par-
liament. No newspaper pleaded their cause. It was in rude rhyme that
théir love and hatred, their exultetion and their distress found utterance. A
great part of their history is to be learned only from their ballads. One of
the most remarkable of the popular lays chaunted about the streets of Nor-
wich and Leegds in the time of Charles IT may still be read on the original
brogdside. Tt is the vehement and bitter ery of labour against capital. It

,describes*the good old times when every artisan employed in the woollen
manufacture lived as well as a farmer. But those times were past. Sixpence
a day was ndw all that cduld be earned by hard labour at the loom. If the
poor complained that they could not live on such a pittance, they were told
that they were free to talee it or leaveit. Forso miserable a recompense were
the producers of wealth compelled to toil, rising early and lyife down late,
while the master clothier, ealing, sleeping, and idling, became rich by their
exertions. A shilling a day, the poet declares, is what the weaver would have,
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if justice were done. We may therefore conclude that, in the generation
which preceded tht Revolution, a workman employed in the great stajfle
manufacture of England thought himself fairly paid if he g’ained six shil-
lings a week. Tace =%

It may here be notteed that the practice of setting children prematurely
to work, a practice which the state, the legitimate protector of those who
cannot protect themselves, has, in our time, wisely and humanely interdicted,
prevailed in the seveateenth century to an extent which, when compared
with the extent of the manufacturing system, seems almost incredible. At
Norwich, the chief seat of the clothing trade, a little cfeature of six years old
was thought fit for labour. Several writers of that time, and among them
some who were considered as eminently benevolent, mention, with exulta-
tion, the fact that in that single city boys and girls of very tender age created
wealth exceeding what was necessary for their own subsistence by twelve
thousand pounds a year. The more carefully we examine the history of the
past, the more reason shall we find to dissent from those who imagine that
our age has been fruitful of new social evils. The truth is that the evils are,
with scarcely an exception, old. That which is new is the intelligence which
discerns and the humanity which remedies them. £ o

When we pass from the weavers of cloth to a different class of artisans,
our inquiries will still lead us to nearly the same conclusions. During several
generations, the commissioners of Greenwich hospital have kept a register
of the wages paid to different classes of workmen who have beéh employed in
the repairs of the building. From this valuable record it appears that, in the
course of a hundred and twenty years, the daily earnings of the bricklayer
have risen from half a crown to four and tenpence, those of the mason from
half a crown to five and threepence, those of the carpenter from half a crown
to five and five pence, and those of the plumber from three shillifigs to five and
sixpence. c

pIt must be remembered that those labourers who were ‘able to maintain
themselves and their families by means of wages were not the most necessi-
tous members of the community. Beneath them lay a large class which
could not subsist without some aid from the parish. There can hardly be a
more important test of the condition of the common people than the ratio
which this class bears to the whole society. At present the men, women, and
children who receive relief appear from the official returns to be, in bad years,
one-tenth of the inhabitants of England, and, in good“years, one-thirteenth.
Gregory King estimated them in his time at more than a fifth; and this esti-
mate, which all our respect for his authority will scarcely prevent us from
calling extravagant, was pronounced by Davenant eminently judicious.

We are not quite without the means of forming an estimate for ourseles.
The poor rate was undoubtedly the heaviest tax borne by our ancestors in
those days. It was computed, in the reign of €harles II, at near seven hun-
dred thousand pounds a year, much more than the produce either of the
excise or of the customs, and little less than half the entire revenue of the
crown. The poor rate went on increasing rapidly, and appears to have risen,
in a short time to between eight and nine hundred thousand a year, that is to
say, to one-sixth of what it now is. The populition wasthen less than a
third of what it now is. The minimum of wages, estimated in money, was
half of what it now is; and we can therefore hardly suppose that the average
allowance méde to a pauper can have been more than half of what it now is.
It seems to follow that the proportion of the English people which received
parochial relief then must have been larger than the proportion which receives
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reliefnow. It is good to speak,on such questions with diffidence: butit has
certainly never yet been proved that pauperism was a less heavy burden or
a less serious social evil during the Tast quarter of the seventeenth century
than it is in cair,osvn time.

In ont ‘respect it ' must be admitted that the progress of civilisation has
diminished the physical comforts of a portion of the poorest class. It has
already beer’ mentioned that, before the Revolution, many thousands of
square miles,sow enclosedsand cultivated, were mars}, forest, and heath. Of
this wild land much was, by law, common, and much of what wa= not com-
mon by law was worth solittle that the proprietors suffered it to be common
in fact. In such a tract, squatters and trespassers were tolerated to an
extent now unknown. The peasant who dwelt there could, at little or no
charge, procure occasionally some pglatable addition to his hard fare, and
provide himself with fuel for the winter. He kept a flock of geese on what
#® now an orchard rich with apple blossoms. He snared wild fowl on the fen
which has long since been drained and divided into corn fields and turnip
fields. He cut, turf among the furze bushes on the moor which is now a
meagow bright with clover and renowned for butter and cheese. The pro-
gress of agriculture and the increase of population necessarily deprived him
of these privileges.

BENEFITS OF THE PROGRESS OF CIVILISATION

But against this disadvantage a long list of advantages is to be set off.
Of the blessings which civilisation and philosophy bring with them a large
proportion is common to all ranks, and would, if withdrawn, be missed as
painfully by the labouter as by the peer. The market place which the rustic
can now reach with his cart in an hour was, a hundred and sixty years ago,
a day’s journay from him. The street which now affords to the artisan,
during the whole night, a secure, a convenient, and a brilliantly lighted walk
was, 2 hundred and sixty years ago, so dark after sunset that he would not
have been able to see his hand, so ill paved that he would have run constant
risk of breaking his neck, and so ill watched that he would have been in immi-
nent danger of being knocked down and plundered of his small earnings.
Every bricklayer who falls from a scaffold, every sweeper of a crossing who
is run over by a carriage, may now have his wounds dressed and his limbs set
with a skill such as, %2 hundred and sixty years ago, all the wealth of a great
lord like Ormonde, or 9f a merchant prince like Clayton, could not have
purthased. Some frightful diseases have been extirpated by science; and
some have been banished by policej The term of human life has been length-
ered over the whole kingdom, and especially in the towns. The year 1685
was not accounted sickly; yet in the year 1685 more than one in twenty-
three of the inhabitants of the capital died. The difference in salubrity
between London of the nineteenth century and the London of the seven-
teepth century is very far greater than the difference between London in an
ordinary*season and London in the cholera.

Still more important js the benefit which all orders of society, and espe-
cially the loWer orders, hive derived from the mollifying influence of civilisa-
tion on the national character. The groundwork of that character has indeed ~
been the same through many generations, in the sense in which the ground-
work of the character of an individual may be said to be the s#me when he is
a rude and thoughtless schodlboy and when he is a refined and accomplished
man. It is pleasing to reflect that the public mind of England has softened
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_and that we have, in the course of ages, become, not
only a wider, but also a kinder people. « There is scarcely a page+of the hig
tory or lighter literature of the seventeenth century which does not contain
some proof that our ancestors were less humane than thelrpbsterity. The
discipline of workshops, ©f schools, of private families, though not more effi-
cient than at present, was infinitely harsher. Masters, well born and bred,
were in the habit of beating their servants. Pedagogues knew no way of
imparting knowledge but by beating their pupils. = Husbands, Uf decent sta-
tion, were not ashamed to beat their wives. x

The implacability of hostile factions was such as we can scarcely con-
ceive. Whigs were disposed to murmur because Stafford was suffered to die
without seeing his bowels burned before his face." Tories reviled and insulted
Russell as his coach passed from the Tower to the scaffold in Lincoln’s Inn
Fields. As little mercy was shown by the populace to sufferers of a humbler
rank. If an offender was put into the pillory, it was well if he escaped with
life from the shower of brick bats and paving stones. If he was tied to the
cart’s tail, the crowd pressed round him, imploring the hangman to give it the
fellow well, and make him howl. Gentlemen arranged parties‘of pleasure to
Bridewell on court days, for the purpose of seeing the wretched women WHO'
beat hemp there whipped. A man ressed to death for refusing to plead,
a woman burned for coining, excited less sympathy than is now felt for a
galled horse or an overdriven OX. Fights compared with which a boxing
Tiateh is a refined and humane spectacle were among the favourite diversions
of a large part of the town. Multitudes assembled to see gladiators hack-each
other to pieces with deadly weapons, and shouted with delight when one of
the combatants lost a finger or an eye. The prisons were hells on earth, semi-
naries of every crime and of every disease. .

But on all this misery society looked with profound indifferencé. Nowhere
could be found that sensitive and restless compassion which has, in our
time, extended a powerful protection to the factory child, ‘to the Hindoo
widow, to the negro slave, which pries into the stores and watercasks of
every emigrant ship, which winces at every lash laid on’the back of a drunken
soldier, which will not suffer the thief in the hulks to be ill fed or overworked,
and which has repeatedly endeavoured to save the life even of the murderer.
It is true that compassion ought, like all other feelings, to be under the gov-
ernment of reason, and has, for want of such government, produced some
ridiculous and some deplorable effects. But the more e study the annals
of the past the more shall we rejoice that we live in a merciful age, in an age
in which cruelty is abhorred, and in which pain, even when deserveds is
inflicted reluctantly and from a sense oflduty. Every class doubtless has
gained largely by this great moral change; but the class which has gainéd
most is the poorest, the most dependent, and the most defenceless.b

[1685 A.p.]
whil® it has ripened
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