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CHAPTER III ¥ e

THE VICTORIOUS COMMONWEALTH

[1649-1651 A.D.]

The execution of Charles I <-the work of military violence cloaked
in the merestctatters of legality —had displayed to the eyes of the
world the forgotten truth that kings, as well as subjects, must bear %
the consequences of their errors and misdeeds. More than this the
actors in the great tragedy failed to accomplish, and,it may fairly be .
added, must necessarily have failed to accomplish. It is never pos-
sible for men of the sword to rear the temple of recovered freedom,
and the small minority in parliament which had given the semblance
of chnstitutional procedure“to the trial in Westminster Hall were «
no more than instruments §n the hands of the men of the sword.
Honestly as both military and political leaders desired to establish -
})_(Lp;_}]ﬂr governzanent, they found themselves in a vicious circle from 4 ag
which there was no escape. —S. R. GARDIXER.b €

GUIZOT'S COMPARISON OF THE ENGLISH AND THE FRENCH REVOLUTIONS

UnriL the occurrence of the French Revolution, the English Revolution
was the greatést event in the annals of modern Europe. The French Revolu-
tion exceeded it in magnitude, but did not lessen its intrinsic greatness; both
victories were won in the same war, and tended to-the furtherance of the same
cause; and instead of eclipsing each other, they became magnified by com-
parison. If we are to put faith in an opinion which is very prevalent, it would
seem that these two revolutions were extraordinary events, which emanated

from unheard-of principles, and aimed at unprecedented designs; which _

forced society out of its ancient and natural éourse: which, like whirlwinds
or earthquakes, were mysterious phenomena guided by laws unknown to men,
and bursting forth suddenly, like providential coups d’état, possibly to destroy,
and possibly to revivify the“earth. Both friends and enemies, panegyrists
and detractors, employ the same language on this point: according to the
former, these glorious crises brought truth, liberty, and justice to light, for
th(_e first time; before their occurrence, absurdity, iniquity, and tyranny pre-
vailed, and the human Tace is indebted to them alone fo. its deliverance from
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those evils; according to the latter, these deplorable catastrophgs in¢errupted
a long era of wisdom, virtue; and happiness; their authors proclaimed prin- -
ciples, et up pretensions, and committed crimes previously unparalleleds the
two nations, ine fit of madness, deviated from their accustomed path, and an.
abyss opened immediately beneath their feet.
Thus, wh&ther they are extolled or deplored, blessed or execrated, all
agrae in forgefting every other cofsideration in presence of these revolutions, g >
in isolating them_completely from the past, in rendering them responsible for
the destiny of ¢he world, and in loading them alone with curses or with glory.
It is time to have don® with such puerile and false declamations. Far from
having broken off tHe natugal course of events in Europe, neither the English
» nor the French revolution asserted, attempted, or effected anything which
hadahot been already asserted, attempted, or effected a hundred times before
" " their occurrence. They proclaimed the illegitimacy of abs8lute power: but
free.consent to laws and taxes, and the right of armed resistance, were among
, » the corfstituent orinciples of the feudal system; and the church had often
refeated these words of St. Isidore, to be found in the canons of the fourth
cguncil of Foledo: “He is king who rules his people justly; if he does other-
Wise,(fxe shall be no longer king.” They attacked privilege, and laboured to
introduce more equality into the social system: but, throughout all Europe,
kings have done the same. They demanded that public employments should b
be thrown open to all citizens, and be bestowed on merit alone, and that the
government should consent tq this competition; but this is the fundamental
principle of the internal constitution of the church; and the church has not
onl¥ carried it into effect, but has openly professed it. sWhether we consider
the genezal doctrines of the two gevolutions, or the applications which they
made_of them — whether we contemplate the government of the state or

civil l’egislation, property or persons, liberty or power — we shall find nothing
of ‘their own 4nvention, nothing which is not to be met with, and which did
not at least originate, in more regular times. .
« Nor’is this all: the principles, designs, #nd efforts which are exclusively
atfributed to the French and English revolutions, not only preceded them by
seweral ceaturies, but are the sgme principles afeffdrts to witck society in
Europe js indebted foreall its progress. Was it by its disorders and privileges,
» by its brute force, and its suljjugation of other men beneath its yok& that the
feudal aristocracy contributed to the development of nations? No: but it
struggled against royal tyranny; it availed itself of the right of resistance,
and maintained the maxims of liberty. And why have nationg blessed their
kings? For their pretensions to divine right, their assumptions of ahsolute
power, their lavish expenditure, or their luxurious courts? No: but kings
attacked the feudal system and aristocratic privilegé; they introduced unity
into legislation and into the administration of affairs; they promoted the devel-
opment of equality. And whence have the clergy derived their strength?
In what way have they helped forward civilisation? By separating them-
- selves from the people, Ky affectjng to dread human reason, and by sanctioning
" tyranny jn the name of heaven ? Ne: but by assembling the great and the ~
little, the rich gnd the poor, the strong and the weak, beneath the roof of the
same church, and under the same law of God; Ry honouring and cultivating
learning, instituting schools, Tavouring the diffusion of knowledge, and reward-
ing activity of mind. Consult the history of the masters of the world; analyse o e
‘the influence of the variousg classes that have detérmined its fate; wherever
any good is manifest, whenever the continued gratityde of mankind bears
witngss to a service rdndered to humanity — a step has been taken towards
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the object aimed at by the French and English revolutions; we are in presence

of one of the principles which they endeavoured to render victorious.

Let us then cease to portray these revolutions as monstrous appari‘ions in

- the history of Europe; let us hear no more of their unpreceder ted pretensions
and infernal inventions; they helped civilisation,to advance along‘the road
which it has been pursuing for centuries; they professed the maxims, 1and
pushed forward the labours to which man‘has, in all ages, beea indebtec for
the development of his nature and the improvement of hig condition; they
didt that which has in turn constituted the chief merit and glory or clergy,
nobles, and kings. If it be asked in what respect these two revolutions are
distinguished from every other epoch: what is the reason that, while they
merely continued the common work of all ages, they deserved their name,
and positively changed the face of the world? This is the answer — Vatious _
powers have successively held sway in European society, and marched in turn
at the head of civilisation. After the fall of the Roman Empire and the
invasion of the barbarians, amidst the dissolution. of all sosial ties and the < ¢
destruction of all recognised powers, the predominance everywhere fell“to
daring and brutal force; the conquering aristocracy took possession of ever;-
thing, persons and lands, people and country. In vain did a few great men,
Charlemagne in France, and Alfred in England, endeavour to reduce this
chaos to the unity of a monarchical system. All unity was impossible. The
feudal hierarchy was the only form which society would consent, to accept.
This hierarchy prevailed universally, in the church as well as in the state;
the bishops and abbots became barons; the king was the chief seigneur. In
spite of the rude amd unstable character of this organisation, Europe was
indebted to it for its first steps out of bharbarism. It was among the pro-
prietors of fiefs —in their mutual relations, laws, customs, feelings, and
ideas — that European civilisation commenced. ‘

The fief-holders were a great burden on the people. The clergy alone
endeavoured to claim for all a little reason, justice, and humanity, Those
who had no place in the feudal hiezarchy could find no asylum but the churches,
and no protectors but the priests. This protection, though insufficient, was
neverthelessn immerise<560n, for it was the only one. The priests, more-
over, alone offered any sustenance for the moral nature of man, for that
unconquerable necessity of thinking, knowing, hoping, and believing, which*
overcomes all obstacles, and survives all misfortunes. The church soon
acquired prodigious power throughout all Europe. Royalty, then in its
infancy, lent it fresh strength by borrowing its assistance. The predominance
passed, from the hands of the conquering aristocracy into those of the clergy.
With the assistance of the church, and by its own inherent strength, the royal
power increased, and raised itself above its rivals; but the clergy had no
sooner assisted it, than they attempted to subjugate it. In this new emer-
gency, the royal power invoked the help, sometimes of the now less formidable
barons, but more frequently of the people: the townsmen, who were already
strong enough to be valuable allies, though nof sufficiently powerful to require-
a high price for their services. By their aid, the royal power triumphed in 1ts
second conflict, and became in its turn the dominant, power, inested with the
confidence of the nations. Such is the history of old Eurepe: the feudal
aristocracy, the clergy, and the royal power, alternately possessed it, #nd suc-
cesereIY presided over 1tso destiny and progress. To their co-existence and
conflict it was long indebted for all the liberty, prosperity, and enlighterment’
it had obtained ; 0 a word, for the developrient of its civilisation.

In England in the seventeenth century, and in France in the eightesnth,
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a1l confliet between these three powers had ceasetl; they were living togethei
in peace and tranquillity. «We might alnfost say that they sadl lost their
historical character, and even their recollection of the labours whigh had
formetly given them strength and remnown. Their aristocracy no ldnger
defendegl publie liberties, it did not even defend its own; the royal power no
longer laboused to abolish aristocratic privilege, it seemed even to have become
faXourable to the possessors of that privilege in return for their servility; and
the clergy, tie spiritual power, was afraid of the human mind, and, being
unable,to leaq itt endeavoured to arrest its progress by menaces. Meanwhile,
civilisation pursued is course, and daily became more general and active.
Abandoned by theis old leaders, surprised at their apathy and ill temper, and
“indignant at finding that less was done for them as their desires and strength
greyv greater, the people began to think that it was their duty to attend to
.+ {helr own interests; and assuming the entire responsibiligy of their affairs,
about which no one seemed any longer to care, they simultaneously demanded
libérty from the crown, equality from the aristocracy, and intellectual freedom

** fsom the clergy. Then revolutions broke forth.

* They effected, for the benefit of a new power, a change which Europe had
Already *witnessed on several occasions: they gave to society, leaders who
were*willing and able to guide it in its progress. On this ground alone, the
aristocracy, the church, and the king, had in turn possessed the preponder-
ance. The people now seized it in virtue of the same right, by the same means,
and in the name of the same necessities. Such is the real work, the true char-
acter, of both the English atd French revolutions. After having considered
them as absolutely alike, it has been said that they were similar only in appear-
ance. The English Revolution, we are told, was political rather than social;
the French Revolution attempted%o change both society and the government
together — the one soaght to establish liberty, the other equality — the one
was rather religious than political, and merely substituted one set of dogmas
for another, and one church for another church; the other was pre-eminently
-philosephical, and asserted the complete ihdependence of reason. The com-

® parison is ingenious, and not altogether voi® of truth; but it is almost as super-
{igial and frivolous as the opinion which it aggumes to supersede. Just as
preat differences are visible ®eneath the externa resemblance*of the two
. Tevolutions, so an ewen deeper resemblance is concealed beneath their differ-
ences. . o
From the very causes which produced its ebullition more than a century
before the revolution in France, the English Revolution, it is true, retained a
deeper impress of the old social condition of the country; there, free institu-
tions, born amid barbarism, had survived even the despotism which they had
been unable to prevent; the feudal aristocracy, in part, at least, had made
common cause with the people. The royal power, even in the days of its
predominance, had aever been fully or undisturbedly absolute; the national
church had itself commenced the work of religious reform, and stimulated the
 minds of the people to boldness of inquiry and speculation. Everywhere, in
. * the laws, manners, antl creed of the natian, the revolution found its work half
effected and from the government which it aspired to change, it derived, at
the same tim®, both succour and obstruction, useful allies and powerful adver-
garies, Thus it presented & singular combinatson of elements apparently the
most, diverse; it was at once aristocratic and popular, religious and, philo-
. sophical, invoking laws and theories by turns; aometmleSoannouncing'a new
yoke for consciences, soretimes proclaiming their entire liberty; now nar- ©
rov;lly confined withip the limits of fact, and now indwlging in the’most daring
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speculations — it was, in a word, placed between the old and new state of
society, rather as a bridge to confect than as an.abyss to separate them. 6

In, the French Revolution, on the other hand, the most terrible unity
prevailed; the spirit of innovation held undivided sway over its proceedings;
‘the ancien régume, far from taking its proper place and part in'the mgvement,
sought only to defend itself against it, and succeeded scarcely for a moment
in the attempt, for it was equally destitute of strength and virtue. On ‘he
day on which the revolution broke out, one fact alone remainefl positive and
influential, and that was the general civilisation of the country. In this great
but solitary result were concentrated all the old institytions, all the old man-
ners, beliefs, and recollections — indeed, the whole life of the nation. The
many active and glorious centuries which had elapsed had produced nothing
but France. Hence arose the immensity of the results of the revolution and
the portentous magnitude of its errors — it possessed absolute power.

The difference is certainly great, and well worthy of consideration; it is
particularly striking when we consider the two revolutions in thefselves as .
isolated events, when we detach them from general history, at.d endeavour ¢a
distinguish their peculiar physiognomy and individual character. But, if
they resume their place in the course of time — if we examine what they have
done for the development of European civilisation — we shall see the résem-
blance reappear, and rise above all diversities. Originating in the same
causes, by the decay of the feudal aristocracy, the church, and the royal
power, they laboured to effect the same work — to secure the domrnation of
the people in public affairs. They struggledefor liberty against absolute
power, for equality against privile$e, for progressive and general interegts
against stationary antl individual interests. Their positions were different,
and their strength unequal; what the on& clearly perceived, the other saw
only imperfectly; in the career which the one followetl to the end, the Other
soon stopped short; on the same field of battle, the one found vigtory and the
other defeat; the one erred from cynicism, the other from hypoerisy; the one
was marked by great prudence, the other by great power; but they varied
only in the means they employed,*and the success they achieved; they were
the same in tendency and in grigin; their desires, efforts, and progress aimeg
at the sameobject; all that the one attempted ©r accomplished, the other also
effected or attempted. Although guilty of religious persecution, the English
Revolution unfurled the banner of liberty of constience; in spite of its aristo-
cratic alliances, it established the predominance of the commons; as'its chief
occupation was with civil order, it demanded a simpler legislative system,
parliamentary aeform, the abolition of entails and of the right of primogeni-
ture; and although deceived in many premature expectations, it liberated
English soclety, to an immense extent, from the monstrous inequality of the
feudal régime — in a word, such is the analogy between the two revolutions,

that the first would never have been properly understoed unless the second
had occurred.c

THE ORGANISATION Of THE ENGLISH REPUBLIC

«

¢ ing, but strong and glorious government of a revolutionary despot, whose

bold and pfudent genivs commands our admiration, although he attacked
€
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and desttoyed, first legal order, and then liberty; in his native land. Such
men are full of contradictionsand of mystery: in them are mingled and com-
bined, in undiscovérable proportions, capabilities and failings, virtues and
vices, énlightenment and error, grandeur and weakness; and after having
filled the, age in’ which they lived with the splendour of their actions and the*
magnituae ofe their destiny, they remain personally obscure in the midst of
theyr glory, alternately cursed angl worshipped by the world which does not
know them. ° :

At the opening of the Long Parliament, on the 3rd of November, 1640,
the house of commons gonsisted of five hundred and six members. In 1649,
after the executiomof the king, when it abolished kingship and proclaimed

. the commonwealth, there scarcely remained a hundred who took part in its
sittings and acts; , During the month of February, the house divided ten
» times; and at the most numerous division, only seventy-seven members were
present to record their votes. Thus mutilated and reduced to the condition
of a vietorious coteries this assembly set to work, with an ardour full at once
» ° ofystrong faith und deep anxiety, to organize the republican government.d
Sofhe had yvistted the royal authority to be transferred to Charles II, under
the condstions which had been proposed to his father; for all that had been
alleged against him was inapplicable to his son. Others proposed to pass
him over, because he had borne arms against the parliament, and to give the
English crown by election to his younger brother. Others disapproved of elec-
tions and «eviations from the strict line of succession. But the republicans
were more powerful than thesseveral classes and gradations of the royalists.
»The fina] discussion, however, was with the parliament, or rather with the
army. Already, on the 20th of January, that is before the execution of
Charles, the army had proposed #n agreement upon the future constitution
and government, in which it demanded the speedy dissolution of the parlia-
ment; a new regulation of the representation; elections every two years,
mostly according to the population; the exclusion of all the adversaries of the
parliament; the election by it of the adminfstrative council of state; religious
eliberty (but without the re-establishment bf the papacy and the bishops),
tgg abolition of the excise, and a change in many laws. The parliament
returned hearty thanks to his ®#xcellency the general and the arnty, for their
, indefatigable, great, and excellent services; and resolved that thig document
should be immediately primted, to show the affection and unalrﬁhi’c? that
prevailed between the army and the parliament.

On the very day of Charles’s death it was declared to be high treason to
acknowledge any person whatever as king of England; and immediately
afterwards every member was excluded from parliament who had voted for a
treaty with the king, or who had latterly not approved of everything that was
done, or had withdrawn himself. The number of members was reduced to
about seventy, of wkom it often happened that not one half appeared in the
house. On the 26th of February, 1649, the conquerors decided, by a major-
ity of forty-four to twenty-nine, “The house of lords is useless and danger-

. *os1s, and is therefore &bolisheel”; and ¢n the 7th of March, it was further
decided® “Royalty is useless, burdensome, and dangerous for England, and
contrary to tile freedom as well as to the safety and interests of the people.
A council of State, consisting of forty-nine members, undertakes the ad- |
ministration of public affairs.” :

In a declaration of the 21st of March, the reasgns for the introduction of a

———e——
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republic were set forth. ““The office of the king,” says this declaration, “was

established bys.an agreement bf the people, and filled by electidn. It was
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v seldom that any one performed his duties, whereas the greater number
;1721';}(’3 beénathe cause ?)’f mu::ph misery and bloodshed. Charles I, in particular,
was justly condemned and executed for treachery, murder, and othel(: odious
crithes; his sono, as nothing better can be expected from them, dnd the
* eldest has already borne arms against the parliament, are de¢lared unworthy
of the throne, and all the inhabitants of the kingdom are releaged from their
oaths and duties to them. Rome, Venice, Switzerland,~the Netherlands,
have proved to- what a height of prosperity republics rise, and that wealth,
liberty, and justice there go hand in hand. The great are there no longer
able to oppress the poor; ambition vanishes; disputes about succession, and
civil wars, are prevented; and liberty of conscience, persons, and property 1S
untouched. The pure form of a republic, and ‘the public safety, made it
necessary to abolish the upper house, with its objections, which only caused
delay: but the lprds may be chosen members of the house of commons, He
who will not take an oath.to a constitution without a king and upper house
is incapable of holding any office in the church and state. The nemy great
seal has on one side the map of England and Ireland, ané on the revemse, *
bears the inscription, ‘In the first year of freedom, by°God’s blessing
restored.” ”’ 2 ‘
It was then declared that God had wonderfully revealed himself, and
destroyed in England tyranny, superstition, and popery; for which all owed
him gratitude and obedience. But, instead of that, they were guilty of the
most crying sins and blasphemy. That such a state of things might have an
end, and the great enterprise further prosper,<that all dissensions might be
reconciled in brotherly love, and all conspiracies of wicked people might cease,
a day of fasting and prayer was ordered. This external means, however, did
not produce the intended result; on the contrary, the discontent in England
increased, and open war ensued with Scotland and Freland.e On the 9th of
February the parliament had voted the creation of a council of state, “to
be henceforth the executive power”; and five members, Scott, Ludlow, Lisle,
Holland, and< Robinson, chosenc from among the staunchest republicans,
were ordered “to present to the nouse instructions to be given to the council
of estates; and likewise the names of such persons as they conceive fit to be nf
that council.” *  Six days after, on the 13tk of February, Scott presented
his report_to the house. ~ All the practical functions of the governmént were
vestel il the council of state under the control and in obedience to the
instructions of parliament — the sole depositary of the national sovereignty.
On the two following days, the house proceeded to appoint the forty-one
councillors ofestate, voting specially on each name. Five ex-peers of the
realm, vthe three chief judges, the three leaders of the army, Fairfax, Crom-
well, and Skippon, and thirty country gentlemen and citizens, nearly all of
whom were members of the house, were elected. The nomination of the five
peers met, with objections; the democrats wished to exclude them, as well as
the house of lords itself, from all participation in the government of the com-
monwealth; but the more prudent politicians, on the contrary, gave an eager
welcome to the§e noblemen, who cvere still powerfut by their wealth ard
name. The entire list proposed by the commissioners of the parliament was
adopted, with the exception of two names, Ireton and Harrison, who were

"1 We may here mention that, at this period. ‘Enol : Fh
\ J ) » ngland had not yet adopted #he reformed
Gregotian Calend_ar, and- that_her chronology was ten days behind tha{ of thep Continent. The
7th of February in England, in the seventeenth century, wonld therefore correspond with the
g’igl;t(;f February on the Continent. We have adopted the English date in speaking of English
. o < - C
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probably thought too devotedly attaclied to Cromwell, and for whom two

republicans were substituted, sconspicuous fot their uncompromssing distrust
of the agmy and its leaders. They were all appointed for a year. ;

When they met for the first ¢ime, on the 17th of Febrtary, 1649,.t.hey

were required to sign an engagement, expressing approbation of all that had *

been done in tRe king’s trial *in the overthrow of kingship, and in the abolition
of tae house of, lotds. Nineteen in all, signed the engagement; but twenty-
two persisted in refusing it. They stated that they were resolved, in future,
faithfully to sarve the government of the house of commons, as it was the
supreme power, the oaly one which remained in existence, and therefore
necessary to the liberties and safety of the people; but, from various motives,
“and in terms more or less distinct, they refused to give their sanction to all
the glast. The house, in great excitement, proceeded at once to deliberate
** on this report, forbidding all the members present to leavesthe hall without
express permission; but political good sense acted as a check upon passion:
to origihate dissension’ among the republicans, in the first days of the com-
mepwealth, would, it was felt, be madness; the regicides knew that, if left
alone, theye wauld not be strong enough to maintain their position. The
matter whs arranged without further difficulty; the pledge of fidelity which
the dissidents offered for the future was accepted, and they took their seats
besides the regicides in the republican council of state.

This compromise was to a very great extent the work, on the one hand,
¢f Cromwell, and on the other, of Sir Harry Vane, the most eminent, the most
sincere, the most able, and +ie most chimerical of the non-military republi-
cants. He was an ardent revolutionist, 3nd he detested revolutionary vio-
lence. When, on the 6th of November, 1648, the artny had expelled the
entire Presbyterian party from fhe house of commons, Vane had boldly
denotnced that act, anll ceased to take part in the sittings of the mutilated
house. He Rad protested still more strongly against the trial of the king,
and ever since that period he had resided at his country-seat at Raby, com-
Dletely *unconnected with public affairs. ‘But the commonwealth was the
®ohieet at once of his faith and of his aspirations; as soon as it appeared, he

bedonged to it, heart and soul. He it was, whe, getting aside the past, sug-
gested the oath of fidglity for fhe future, and Cromwell, quite sufe that this
would be enough to secure Vane to the service of the council of state and
to the parliament, was one f the most eager to express his entire ¥pproval
of the suggestion. Cromwell was right, for no sooner had they taken their
seats than this same Vane, and that same majority of the council of state who
had refused to take any share in the responsibility of the regicides, elected
as their president, John Bradshaw, the president of the high court which had
condemned Charles I; and three days after, Vane, with several of his col-
leagues, proceeded to “a small house in Holborn, which opens backwards
“nto Lincoln’s Inn Fields,” to offer the post of Latin secretary to the counecil
o0 a kinsman of Bradshaw’s, who had recently maintained, in an eloquent
, pamphlet, “that it is lawful to call to account a tyrant, or wicked king,
ﬁll(li after due conviction, to depose andéput him to death!” That man was
ilton. s

At the same time that it was engaged in the constitution of the council
of state, the house turned its attention also o the courts of law. Of the
twelve principal judges, ten had been appointed by the parliament itself
since the outbreak of the civil war; and yet, on the 8th of February, 1649, six
of them refused to give ahy oath of fidelity to the commonwealth, and the
oth‘ér six woud onlw consent to continue the dischange of their functions on

)
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condition that, by a formal declaration of the house, the ancient Taws of the
country‘shoeld be maintained, end that the judges should continue to take
them, as the rule of their decisions. These demands were complied with,
and the six judgcs who had tendered their resignation were not replaced ‘until

- the following summer. The earl of Warwick, the lord high admiral, lived

on intimate terms with Cromwell; but he was a decided Presbyterian, who
inspired the republicans with no confidence, and who hiniself preferredi his
own ease to their service. His office was taken from him on the 20th of
February, 1649; the powers of the admiralty were vested: in_the council of
state, which delegated them to a committee of three members, of whom Vane
was the chief; and the command of the fleet passed inte the hands of three
officers, Edward Popham, Richard Deane, and “Robert Blake — the last a
literate and warlike Puritan, who had already given proof of his great guali-
ties as a soldier, and who was destined to augment at sea the power and glory
of the commonwealth, which he served with austere and unflinching devoted-
ness.d ¢ @

EXECUTIONS AND MUTINIES. ‘ IS

o
L

{

While the commons were thus converting the ancient monarchy of Eng-
land into a republic, a high court of justice was sitting in judgment on the
royalists of rank who were prisoners in their hands. On the night after the
death of the king, the duke of Hamilton had made his escape feom Wind-
sor, but he was recognised and arrested by sbme troopers next day as he
was knocking in disguise at an inn gate in Southwark. Lord Capel also
escaped out of the Téwer, but he was discovered and seized by two watermen
at a house in Lambeth. These two noblemen, with Lord Norwich and
Sir John Owen, were some days after (10th) brought before a high cdurt of
justice presided over by Bradshaw, and arraigned for treason. They were:all
sentenced to lose their heads (March 6).

The house* proceeded to vott on their several cases ; 1t was determined
that the duke and Lord Capel should not be reprieved; the votes for and'
against were equal in the cages of- Holland and N orwich, and the speaker, by
his casting=vote, condemned the former and satved the laeiter.  Colonel Hutch-
Inson seeing Sir John Owen without any one to malie an exertion in his .
favou?,“goi pity on him and prevailed on Ireton to give him his interest,
and by their joint influence he was saved by a majority of five. Hamilton,
Holland and Capel were beheaded the next day (9th) in Palace Yard: they
met their fate«with courage and constancy, especially the last, who behaved,
we aree told, “like a stout Roman.”

The new government, was in fact that species of tyranny denominated
oligarchy, and depending, like all other tyrannies, for its existence on the
power of the sword. But it was here that its chief source of danger lay;
the fanatic principles of the levellers were widely spread among the Pre-
torian guards of the new commonwealth, and it was not long ere they broke
out into action. The fearless J ohneLilburne, ¢the sworn foe to despotism ef =
every kind, led the way by a petition against the “ Agreement of the People”;
petitions from officers and soldiers, and from the well-affected in various
parts, poured in, calling for annual parliaments with entirely new members;
the enforcement of the Self-Denying Ordinance; the abolition of the council
of state and the high court of justice ; Tequiring legal proceedings to be in
English, and the fees of lawyers to be reduced ; tlte excise and customs fo be
abolished, 4nd the estates of delinquents to be sold; Liberty: of conscielnce,

- \
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abolition of tithes, and fixed salaries of 1007,
Gospel. >

a yedr for the ministerg of the

(0]

To qguell the spirit of the army vigorous means were employed. Tive
trooptrs, the begrers of a remonstrance from several regirfients were sen-

tenced byea court-martial to ride the wooden

horse, have their swords broken

over their heads, and be casliered. Lilburne, who was keeping up a constant
fire of pamphlefs, °(“ England’s New Chains Discovered”; “A Second Part”

.

of the same; and “ The Hunting of the Foxes from Newmarket and Triploe-
heath tosWestrginkter, by five small Beagles,” alluding to the five troopers,
ete.) was, with his asseciates Walwyn, Prince and Overton, committed to

the Tower (March 29). Numerops petition
were presented in their fav8ur, but without

s, especially from the women,
effect. “They were bid,” says

Wallger / to go hogie and wash their dishes, to which some of them replied,

* they had neither dishes nor meat left.” A very different answer, he says,

from what they used to receive “when they had meney, plate, rings, bodkins
and thirbles to sacrific to these legislative idols.” Mutinies broke out in the
regegients destin®d for Ireland; the first was at Bishopsgate, in the city,
where a troep of horse seized the colours and refused to march. For this
fv® of theln were sentenced to be shot, but with the exception of one named
Lockiet they were pardoned by the general. At the funeral of Lockier
(April 30) the corpse, adorned with bundles of rosemary dipped in blood,

was preceded by one hundred men in files; six

trumpeters sounding a soldier’s

knell went ®n each side of it; his horse covered with mourning was led after
it; then came thousands of people with sea-green and black ribbons at their

breasts. The women brought up the rear; th
met them at the grave.

ousands more of the better sort

This funeral convinced the government of the necessity of acting with

energy® for the mutiny *was spreading fast.

A captain Thompson, at the

heatl of two hundred men, set forth at Banbury a manifesto named “Eng-
land’s Standard Advanced.” They were, however, surprised by Colonel

Reynold® (May 13); Thompson fled, and hiy

men surrendered. A body of

® ore than one thousand men moved from Salisbury to Burford, where Fair-
faxecame yp with them. At midnight Cromwell forced his way into the
town and made four lpundred of them prisoners, several of whom were shot
by sentenice of a court-martial (19th); the rest were pardoned. <Thompson
was slain shortly after at Wellingborough (21st), and the mutiny was finally
suppressed. On Cromwell’s making a report to that effect to the house
(26th) a general day of thanksgiving for that great mercy was ordered.
There was another kind of levellers at this time, named the “ diggers,” whose
principle it was that the barren earth was to be made fruitful. They dtcord-

ingly repaired to St. George’s Hill, near Walton, in Surrey, and began to

dig a common there, and to sow beans and other plants in it. Fairfax sent

two troops of horse and easily dispersed them, as their number was only

thirty.

. , SCOTLAND AND CHARLES II; THE

o

FATE OF MONTROSE

It is now ti;ne that we should take a view of the state of affairs in Scot-
‘land at.this conjuncture. The parliament ther®, now under the control of
Argyll, had sent instructions to their commissioners to .protest againsy the

irial and execution of the lging. No notice
protest. When tidings ot the execution o

' ) '

»
’

had been takeh of the Scottish
f the king reached JEdinburgh

the phrliament had ferthwith (Feb. 5) proclaimed CHarles II, provided he
. M
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“would take the covenant and adheré to the solemn league between the two
kingdoms: “Afterwards, when “they found ’ohegnsplves, treated with con-
tempt by the English parliament, and their commissioners actually sent under
a guard to the ‘frontiers, they appointed commissioners tq proceed tu the
" Hague to treat with the king. These on arriving (March 26) found Lanark
(later duke of Hamilton), Lauderdale and Callendar, the chiefs ¢f the engagers,
and the royalists Montrose, Kinnoull and Seaforth already there. The
antipathies and disputes of these parties caused distraction and confusion;
and Charles, whose real design was to repair to Ormonde and the Catholies
in Ireland, was little inclined to give them satisfaction. ‘

The murder of Dorislaus, which occurred soon after, made it expedient
for Charles to quit the Hague. This civillan had been sent as envoy from
the parliament to the states. On the very evening of his arrival (May 3),
as he was at supper in an inn, six gentlemen entered the room with drawn
swords, and dragging him from his chair, murdered him on the ground.
Ascham, the republican envoy to the court of Madria, was also assassinated
by the royalists. Clarendong does not, by any means, condemn the deed.
The assassins of Dorislaus escaped, but it was known that they ere Scotch-
men and followers of Montrose. Charles immediately left the Hague
and proceeded to Paris, whence, after a delay of three months, he went to
Jersey in order to take shipping for Ireland. ~ But the intelligence which he
received from that country showing that his cause there was hopeless, he
renewed his negotiations with the Scots. '

Many months passed without anything being done; but early in the
following year (March 15, 1650) he met the commissioners, who were' the
earls of Cassilis and Lothian, two barons, two burgesses, and three ministers,
at the prince of Orange’s town of Breda. But though urged by his mother,
the prince of Orange and several of his other friends, to take the covenant
and comply with the other demands, he still protracted the freaty.

The truth is, Charles, who had all the insincerity distinctive of his family,
had in view 4nother mode of recovering his throne. The restless and enter-
prising Montrose having obtained some supplies of arms and money from
the northern courts, had embarked at Hamburg with about six hundrad
men, Germans and Scottish exiles. He safied to the. Orkney Isles, where
by a @ed levy he raised his troops to about fourteea hundred, with whom,
he passed over to the opposite coast; but as he marched through Caithness
and Sutherland the people, instead of joining him as he expected, fled at his
approach. At Corbinsdale, in Fifeshire, he was encountered (April 17) by
a party of three hundred horse, under Strachhan ; the main army of four thou-
sand muen under David Leslie not being yet come up. Theunwarlike islanders,
when charged by cavalry, threw down their arms and fled; the Germans
retreated to a wood, where they surrendered.

. Montrose, in the disguise of a peasant, escaped by swimming across a
river, but he was betrayed (May 8) by a person with whom he had taken
refuge, and was conducted a prisoner to Edinburgh. Every insult that
could be devised was heaped on hitn by his ungenerous captors. The mag:s-
trates of Edinburgh met him at the gates, and by their directions he was
placed, bareheaded and pinioned, on a high seat in a cart, and thus led by
the executioner to the common gaol, his officers walking two and two before
the cart. Within two days he was brought before the parliament to receive
his sentence. The chancellor in a bitter tone enumerated all his offences.
He replied, that he had always acted by the royai command.

He was then senteficed to be hung on a gallows thi-ty fect high, hishead

. \
. : - {
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to be fixed on a spike in Edinburgh, his arms on the gates of Perth and Stir
ling, his legs on those of Glasgow and Aberdeen, his body to be buriell by the
hangmap on the Burrow moor. He heard this sentence with an -uncha,nged
courttenance. The clergy then came to torture him; they told him that'his
punishment here was but a shadow of what awaited him in the next world. °
He repelled them with disdain: he was prouder, he said, to have his head
placed on the prison walls than his picture in the king's bed-chamber, and
he wished he had flesh enough to be dispersed through Christendom to attest o
his loyadty. Fle‘appeared on the scaffold (May 20th) in a splendid dress,
and addressed the people in ex- : ;
planation of his dying unab-
. solved by the church; the €xe-
cutigner then hupg the book
** containing the history of his
“exploits about his neck; he
smiled *at their malice, and
seigl he wore it with more pride
than the Garter. His beha-
viour at his last moments
gained many proselytes to the
cause for which he suffered.
Montrose was only thirty-
eight yeafs of age. His mind
was irregularly great, alway$
airning at what was beyond his
power to achieve. He never
displayed the talents of a great
comnlander, but as a partisan
orguerilla he,was not t0 be ex-
celled. Personal aggrandise-
fment Jr the gratification of

* personal enmity was the im- ; / / I V.
pelling cause of most of his / b (/ /
actions. His barbarpus death® / % & 2

. has in some measure effaced
the memory of the crueltles
which he had committed. Sir !

Francis Hay Spotswood, grand- CoTTAGE IN MERTON
son of the archbishop, Colonel .
Sibbald and Colonel Hurry, his coppanions, were all executed a few days
after Montrose. His friend Lord Frendaught balked the public vengeance
by a voluntary death. '

When the news of Montrose’s defeat reached Charles, he lost no time in
declaring that he had forbidden him to proceed in his design, and that he

_was not sorry for what had befallen him. He then submitted without reserve
40 the demands of the commissioners. *“Beside taking the covenant and the
Solemn Leagugand Covenant, he bound himself not to tolerate Roman Catholi-
cism in any part of his dominions, and to govern by the advice of the parlia-
ment and the kirk. He then embarked (June2) on board of a Duteh fleet o
employed to protect the herring fisheries, and after a tedious voyage of
three weeks reached the mouth of the Spey (23rd,). [The treaty was actually "
signed while the fleet wa? anchored in the roads of Helgoland, June 11th;
hende it is called th( Treaty 6f Helgoland.] A court was arranged for him

» ¢

) - 2



e

96 - g THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND
4 < P _ [1650 o.D.]
“with all the proper officers, but none of the engagers were permitted to ap-
proach it;-ard none of his Engdish followers, but the duke of Buckingham,
LordcWilmot and a few servants, were suffered to remain with him. .
He soon foufid that he was to be a mere pageant of royalty, and the
“ insolence of the despotic fanatic clergy made his life wearisome. Evermore
he was compelled to listen to their invectives against the itiquity of his
father’s house, the idolatry of his mother, and his own connectjon with malig-
nants. Long prayers, tedious sermons, rigid fasts, and Judaical sabbaths
were inflicted on him, and the slightest levity in look or contduet was severely
reprehended. How long a licentious youth (for suchavas Charles) and these
sour religionists could have agreed is uncertain; but the-{ime for the experi-
ment was brief; for Charles had been but one shdrt month in Seotland when
(July 22) Cromwell, flushed with victory in Ireland, crossed. the Tweed &t the
head of an English army. -

CROMWELL IN IRELAND

~@cC

In TIreland, when the nuncio Rinuccini and the clergy had got the
supreme power into their hands, they had exercised it weakly, passionately
and injudiciously; but the marquis of Clanricarde and some other " peers
rallied against them, and finally obliged the nuncio to fly to the camp of his
friend Owen O’Neil. Lord Inchiquin, who had been hitherto on the side
of the parliament, having declared for the roval cause, the council invited
Ormonde to return and resume the lieutenancy; and on his arrival, the inso-
lent, turbulent Italian found it necessary to quit the kingdom in which his
presence had been productive only of evil. The account of the execution of
Charles I had caused the Scottish army in Ulster to declare for the royal
cause. Owen O’Neil, who was closely connected with the party of the nuncio,
refused to be included in it, and formed an alliance with the parliamentary
commanders. Ormonde being joined by Inchiquin from Munster, was
enabled to appear at the head of ‘a combined army of eleven thousahd men,
Protestants and Catholics, before the walls of Dublin (June 19), while Inchi-
quin reduced Drogheda. Monk, who commanded at Dundalk, had cen-
certed witli O’Neil a plan for drawing the lord=lieutenart away from Dublin;
but Inchiquin fell on and routed a body of O’Neil’s troops who were convoy- .
ing the dmmunition sent him by Monk for this purpose, and then compelled
Monk himself to surrender. He also reduced Newry, Carlingford, Trim,
and other towns, and then rejoined Ormonde before Dublin. Owen O’Neil
meantime advenced toward Londonderry, which was hard pressed by the
royalists, and he obliged them to raise the siege.

The parliament had appointed Cromwell toathe command in Ireland
(March 15), but he hesitated to accept it; the council of officers then directed
two from each regiment to meet and seek God as to what advice to offer him,
and at length he declared himself willing to undertake that service. He
was appointed lord-lieutenant, with supreme authority both eivil and mili-
tary, for three years. He demandeli a force 6f twelve thousand men with
all needful supplies, and 100,0007. in money.* These preparations caused so
much delay, that Cromwell did not leave London till the 10th of July; on

«which day, when three ministers had offered up prayers for his success, and
he himpself, Goffe apd Harrison “did” says Whitelock,? “expotind some
; places of Scripture excellenély well and pertinent to the occasion,” he left -

! Cromwelk received £3,000 for his outfit, £10 per day as gencral while he remained in
England, and £2,000 per quafter in Ireland, besides his salary as lord@ieutendnt, — LINGARD,?
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Whitehall with a train of carriages, each drawn by six horses, withs his life-
guard of eighty gentlemen, &l of whom hall been officers, and a’rrumerous
suite of attendants. Ere their departure, his officers pregented a petition

to parliament, graying that drunkenness, profane swearing, ete., might be |

restraines; legal proceedings be in English, cheap and certain; lands and
houses with their encumbrances be registered in each parish; tithes be abol-
ished, and twq shillings in the pound be levied on the land for the support
of the clergy and, the poor.7 '

It had beear fixed that the expedition should sail from Milford Haven;
but the impatience of the general was checked by the reluctance and desertion
of his men. The retent transaction between Monk and O’Neil had diffused a
spirit of distrust through the army. It was pronounced an apostasy from
the grinciples on.which they had fought. The exaggerated horrors of the

' massacre in 1641 were recalled to mind; the repeated resofutions of parlia-

ment to extirpate the native Irish, and the solemn engagement of the army

. to revenge the blood which had been shed, were warmly discussed; and the

imwgctives of the leaders against the late king, when he concluded a peace
with the confederate Catholics, were contrasted with their present back-
sltding, when they had taken the men of Ulster for their associates and for
their gl’)rethren in arms. To appease the growing discontent, parliament
annulled the agreement. Monk, who had returned to England, was publicly
assured that, if he escaped the punishment of his_indiscretion, it was on
account oi his past services apd good intentions. Peters from the pulpit
employed his eloquence to remove the blage from the grandees; and, if we
may judge from the sequel, promises were made, not only that the good cause
should be supported, but that the duty of revenge should be amply discharged.

While the army was thus detained in the neighbourhood of Milford Haven,
Jones, in Dublin, reaped’the laurels which Cromwell had destined for himself.
The royal army had advanced on both banks of the Liffy to the siege of that
capital. Jones, sallying from the walls (Aug. 2), overpowered the guard,
and raiséd an alarm in the camp. It was in Jain that Ormonde, aroused from
*his sleep, flew from post to post; a general panic ensued, and the whole army
on she right bank fled in every glirection. The artillery, tents, baggage, and
ammunition fell into {he hands of the conquerors, with two thousand prison-
,ers, threé hundred of whom were massacred in cold blood at the gate of the
city. This was called the battle of Rathmines, a battle which destroyed the
hopes of the Irish royalists and taught men to doubt the abilities of Ormonde.
At court, his enemies ventured to hint suspicions of treason; but Charles, to
silence their murmurs and assure him of the royal favour, sent him the order
of the Garter. ‘

CROMWELL MASSACRES THE PRISONERS
The news of this important victory hastened the departure of Cromwell.

He sailed from Milford with a single division (Aug. 18, 1649'); his son-in-
Jaw, Ireton, followed with the remainder of the army, and a fortnight was

* allowed to the soldiers *to refresh themselves after their voyage. The cam-

paign was opengtl with the siege of Drogheda (Sept. 3). Ormonde had thrown
into the town a garrison of two thousand five hundred chosen men, under the
command, of Sir Arthur Ashton, an officer who td earned a brilliant repua-
gi{))nhby hi’services to the royal cause in England during the civil war (Sept.
L

- [2On the occasion of the crossing, which was rough, a spectator noted tlmt Cromwell

“ was as sea sick as ever I jaw a man in my life.”]
J 'H.W.—VOL. XX F
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*_ . aCromwell’s Own Agcount of Hvs Jrish Massacres®

Your army came before the town upon Monday following. Where having
pitched, as speedy course was taken as could be to frame ourcbatteries; which

" took up the more time because divers of the battering guns were ‘on ship-

board. Upon Monday, the batteries began to play. Whereupon I sent Sir
Arthur Ashton, the then governor, a summons, to deliver the town to the use
of the parliament of England. To the which receiving no satisfactory answer,
I proceeded that day to beat down the steeple of the churck on the south
side of the town, and to beat down a tower not far from the same place. Our
guns not being able to do much that day, it was resolvetl’to endeavour to do
our utmost the next day to make breaches assaultable, and by the help of God
to storm them. The place pitched upon was that part of the town wall fiext a
church called St Mary’s; which was the rather chosen because we did hope
that if we did enter and possess that church, we should be the better able to
keep it against their horse and foot until we could make way for the entrance
of our horse. The batteries planted were two: one was for that part of tke
wall against the east end of the said church; the other against ¢he wall on
the south side. ~Being somewhat long in battering, the enemy made six
retrenchments: three of them from the said church to Duleek Gate; and three
of them from the east end of the church to the town wall and so backward.
The guns, after some two or three hundred shot, beat down the corner tower,
and opened two reasonable good breaches in the east and south w4ll.

Upon Tuesday, about five o’clock in the evening we began to storm: and
after some hot dispute we entered, about seven or eight hundred men; “the
enemy disputing it very stiffly with us. And indeed, through the advan-
tages of the place, and the courage God was pleased to give the defenders,
our men were forced to retreat quite out of the breach, not without some
considerable loss. Although our men that stormed the breaches were forced
to recoil, as is before expressed;_ yet, being encouraged to recover their loss,
they made a second attempt: wherein God was pleased so to animite them
that they got ground of the enemy, and by the goodness of God, forced him
to quit his intrenchments. And after a very hot dispute, the enemy hawving
both horse and foot, and we only foot, within the wali — they gave ground,
and oyr men became masters both of their retrenchments and of the church;.
which indeed, although they made our entrance the more difficult yet they
proved of excellent use to us; so that the enemy could not annoy us with
their horse, but thereby we had advantage to make good the ground, that so
we might let'in our own horse; which accordingly was done, though with
much “difficulty.

Divers of the enemysretreated into the Mill-Mount: a place very strong
and of difficult access; being exceedingly high, having a good graft, and
strongly palisadoed. The governor, Sir Arthur Ashton, and divers consid-
erable officers being there, our men getting up to them, were ordered by me to
put them all to the sword. And indeed, being in the heat of action, I forbade
them to spare any that were in arms in the fown: and, I think, that night
they put to the sword about 2,000 men; divers of the officars and soldiers
being fled over the bridge into the other part of the town, where about 100
of them possessed St. Peter’s church-steeple, some the west gate, and others
a strong round tower next the gate called St. Sunday’s. These being sum-
moned to yield to mercy, aefused. Whereupon I ordered the steeple of St

[*In a letter to William Lenthall, speaker of the L Parli t, dated Dublin, Sept
176, 1646 ] : P e Long Par xamgf: ,da eu ublin, ep: ember
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Peter’s church to be fired, when one of them was heard to say in_the midst
of the flames: “Ged damn fne, God confound me; I burn, I buri:”
The next day, the other two towers were summoned; inone of whicil swas

abotit six or seven score; but they refused to yield themselves; and we know- .

ing that hunger must compel them, set only good guards to secure them from
running away’ unfil their stomachs were come down. From one of the said
towers, notwithstanding their condition, they killed and wounded some of
our men. When they submitted, their officers were knocked on the head;
and every tenth man of the soldiers killed and the rest shipped for the Barba-
does. The soldiers in $he other tower were all spared, as to their lives only;
and shipped likewist*for the Barbadoes. I am persuaded that this is a right-
eous judgment of God upon these barbarous wretches, who have imbrued
theig*hands in so much innocent blood; and that it will tend to prevent the

* effusion of blood for the future. Which are the satisfactory® grounds to such

actions, which otherwise cannot but work remorte and regret. Since this
great ntercy vouchsafed to us, I sent a party of horse and dragoons to Dun-
dadl; which the enemy quitted, and we are possessed of — as also of another
castle they deserted, between Trim, and Tredah [Drogheda], upon the Boyne.
* And now give me leave to say how it comes to pass that this work is
wrought. It was set upon some of our hearts, that a great thing should be
done, not by power or might, but by the spirit of God. And is it not so,
clearly? That which caused your men to storm so courageously, it was the
spirit of (ud, who gave your men courage, and took it away again; and gave
the enemiy courage, and took it away again; and gave your men courage
again, and therewith this happy success. And therefore it is good that God
alone have all the glory. It is remarkable that these people, at the first, set
up the mass in some places of the town that had been monasteries; but after-
wards’grew so insolent that, the last Lord’s day before the storm, the Protes-
tantts were thrust out of the great church called St. Peter’s and they had public
mass there: and in this very place near one thousand of them wgre put to the
stvord, fleeing thither for safety. I believe gll their friars were knocked on
*the head promiscuously but two; the one of which was father Peter Taaff,
brether to,the lord Taaff, whom,the soldiers took, the next day, and nade an
end of. The other was taken in the Round Tower, under the repute of a
Jieutenant, and when *he understood that the officers in that toWer had no
quarter he confessed he was’a friar; but that did not save him. I do not
think we lost one hundred men upon the place, though many be wounded.®

FURTHER ATROCITIES IN IRELAND

According to other reports, by royalist and even parliamentary writers,
not only did the carnage last two days, but officers who were discovered after
the lapse of five or six days, during which they had been concealed by the
humanity of some of the soldiers, were puf: to death in cold blood; and at the
mement of the massacre, women and children met with the same fate as armed
men. “Tt was/’ says a contemporary panegyrist of Cromwell, “a sacrifice
of three thousand Irish to the ghosts of ten thousand English, whom they had
massacred some years before.””  The sacrifice did®not produce the effect whieh
Cromwell Rad anticipated would justify it; it did not suffice to prevent the
further effusion of blood; another such example had to be made. Wexford,
a month afterwards, defended itself with the same obstinacy as JDrogheda,
and Witnessed @ simil?r massacte.d %

s :



100 « THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND
S < . [1649 A.p.]

According to a story which Gardiner? doubts but Lingard? accepts, three
hundred“women who gathered round the cross in the market place, were put

to the sword without mercy. The Irish commanders disdained to imifate the

- cruelty of their enemies. “I took,” says Lord Castlehaven,! ‘6Athy by storm,

with all the garrison (seven hundr d men) prisoners. I made a present of
them to Cromwell, desiring him by letter that h» would do the-like with me,
as any of mine should fall in his power. But he little valued my ecivility.
For, in a few days after, he besieged Gowran; and the soldiers mutinying, and
giving up the place with their officers, he caused the governor, Hammond,
and some other officers, to be put to death.” Ormonde ™ also says, in one of
his letters, “ the next day Rathfarnham was.taken by storin, and all that were
in it made prisoners; and though five hundred soldiers entered the castle
before any officer of note, yet not one creature was killed;; which I tell yau by

the way, to obsetve the difference betwixt our and the rebels making use of a°

L=

victory.”a e g &
Other places, it is true, from intimidation or treachéry, surrenderec:: Cork,

Ross, Youghal, and Kilkenny, submitted without resistance; but other plages

again, Callan, Gowran, and Clonmel, made a bold defence; and seme, Water-
ford for instance, resisted so vigorously that Cromwell was obliged to raise
the siege. And, even where suecess seemed won most easily, it was ‘sullied
by acts of wanton cruelty: at Gowran the soldiers obtained their lives on sur-
rendering the place, but on the condition of giving up their officers, who were
all put to death. The bishop of Ross was hanged in his Episcopal robes,
under the walls of a fortress defended by his troops. Clonmel made an heroie
resistance, and when at length it surrendered, Cromwell found not a single
man belonging to the garrison in it; whilst he was signing the articles of capit-
ulation with the inhabitants, they had left the town by night with their arms
and baggage, to recommence the war elsewhere. ‘ :

It is the ordinary artifice of bad passions to impute the eryel satisfaction
with which they glut themselves, either to some great idea whose accom-
plishment they are earnestly pugsuing, or to the absolute necessity of success.
History would be dishonoured by admitting these lying excuses: it is her duty
to refer gvil to its source, and to render to the vices of mankind that whichsis
their due. Human fanaticism also lies, or allows itself o be deluded by pride,
when it pretends to be the executor of the high decrees of divine jusfice: it is
not the office of man to pronounce upon nations the sentences of God. Crom-
well was not bloodthirsty; but he was determined to succeed rapidly and at
any cost, from the necessities of his fortune, far more than for the advance-
ment of his chuse: and he denied no outlet to the passions of those who served
him. “He was an ambitious and selfisk, though really great, man, who had
narrow-minded and hard-hearted fanatics for his instruments.

His great and true means of success did not consist in his massacres, but
in his genius, and in the exalted idea which the people had already conceived
of him. Sometimes by instinct, sometimes from reflection, he conducted him-
self in Ireland towards both his friends and his enemies with an ability as
pliant as it was profound; for he excelled in the art ot treating with men, and
of persuading, or seducing, or appeasing those even who naturally regarded
him with the greatest distrust and aversion. At the same time that he gave
up to murder and pillage the towns which fell into his hands, he maintained
In other respects the severest discipline in his army, not suffering 1t to do the
inhabitants any Wrong, and taking care that it paid for all it consumed. That
very manewho boasted that at Drogheda “all the friars were knocked on the
head promiscuously,” and who always pornpously excepted the Catholics
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from his promises of Christian toleration, that very man maintaiged, By means
of Irish monks, a most active police among his enemies, who kept him always
wel] informed of their designs and movements, and were sometimes influential

enough to procure their failure by promoting dissensions among them. He-

laboure® incegsantly to detach all men of importance from the royal cause.d
Gardiner® condemns the conduct of Cromwell in instigating the massacre.
Nor will he agree with those modern critics who claim that Cromwell only
exercised the laws of war as practised by Tilly and others. He considers it
adequafe anster to these apologists, to demand whether Cromwell did here
in Ireland on this occakion as he himself had done in England. The answer
is not doubtful ; everywhesne except at Basing House, Cromywell had shown a
merciful disposition toward the vanquished ; that he should have permitted

3 the:s'laughter of prisoners of war seems an inexcusable atrogity.
Morley 7 is equally scathing in his estimate of this deed of vengeance. He
reminds the reader that if we are to excuse such conduct as that of Cromwell,
,» we shall scarcely know where to draw the line in estimating the claim that
*#a the long sun the gibbet, stake, torch, sword, and bullet are the truest
rgercy.” Nor may we view with greater leniency Cromwell’s plea that he
was ipflicting a righteous vengeance upon men whose hands were imbrued
with the innocent blood shed in Ulster eight years earlier. In making such
a plea, Cromwell can scarcely have spoken in good faith, for he must have
known that there was little likelihood of finding a single man who had taken
Fm’t in the Ulster atrocities of 1641 among the three thousand men whom
1e, caused to be butchered at Droghedas and the unnumbered friars who,
it is alleged, were slaughtered promiscuously. Eqaally futile must be
regarded the claim that the massacre at Drogheda was a measure calculated
to pravent further uprisjngs, since the war was not finished until almost three
years later. Morley concludes his indictment by a sarcastic reference to
Cromwell's claim that he had “massacred, destroyed, or banished no one
in Ireland who was not actually in arms.” <But even if this eriticism be just,
«we can hardly doubt that Cromwell in pernfitting the massacre at Drogheda
acted according to his best judgment, in the carrying out of a carefully planned
policy, and not through any msmentary ebullition of passion.z =

THE BAMLE OF DUNBAR (1650 A.D.)

It was the negotiation between the Scots and their nominal king that
arrested Cromwell in the career of victory, and called him away,from the com-
pletion of his Irish conquest. The rulers of the commonwealth were aware
of the intimate connection which thé Solemn League and Covenant had pro-
duced between the English’ Presbyterians and the kirk of Scotland, whence
they naturally inferred that, if the pretender to the English were once seated
on the Scottish throne, their own power would be placed on a very precarious
footing. From the first they had watched with jealousy the unfriendly pro-

, *ceedings of the Scottish parliament. Acvice and persuasion had been tried,
and hadsfailed. There remained the resource of war; and war, it was hoped
would either c{)mpel the Scots to abandon the claims of Charles, or reduce
Scotland to a province of the commonwealth.  Fairfax, indeed (he was sup-
posed tohe under the influence of a Presbyterian wife and of the Presbyterian

_ministers), disapproved of the design; but his disapprobation, though lamented
in public, was privately hailed as a benefit by those who were acquainted with
the agpiring designs of Cromwel], and built on his elevation the flattering hope
of t}l(‘il‘ own greatne 5. By their means, as soon as the lord-lieutenant had
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put his freops into winter quarters, an order was obtained from parliament
for him to attend his duty in the house; but he resumed’ his military opera-
tions, and two m&nths were suffered to elapse before he noticed the coffimand

“of the supreme authority, and condescended to make an unmféaningﬂgpology

for his disobedience. o

On the renewal of the order, he left the command in Ireland to Ireton
and, returning to England, appeared in his seat (June 4). H¢ was received
with acclamations; the palace of St. James’s was allotted for his residence,
and a valuable grant of lands was voted as a reward for his emThent services.
In a few days followed the appointment of Fairfax to the gffice of commander-
in-chief, and of Cromwell to that of lieutendnt-general of the army designed
to be employed in Scotland. Each signified his “readincss to observe the

orders of the house’’; but Fairfax at the same time revealéd his secret %nd . .

conscientious objections to, the council of state. A deputation of five mem-
bers, Cromwell, Lambert, Harrison, Whitelocke, and St. John waited ou him
at his house; the conference was opened by a solemn invoca‘ion of the Holy
Spirit, and the three officers prayed in succession with the-most edifyiic
fervour. Then Fairfax said that, to his mind, the invasion of Scotlan
appeared a violation of the Solemn League and Covenant which he had
sworn to observe. The next day another attempt ended with as little suceess,
the lord-general alleging the plea of infirm health and misboding conscience,
and the chief command of all the forces raised, or to be raised by order of
parliament, was conferred on Oliver Cromwell. Thus he obtained at the
same time the praise of moderation and the object of his ambition. Imme-
diately he left the capital for Scotland (June 29); and Fairfax retired to his
estate in Yorkshire, where he lived with the privacy of a country gentleman,
till he once more drew the sword, not in support of the commonwealth, but
in favour of the king. To a spectator who considered the preparations of
the two kingdoms, there could be little doubt of the result. Cromwell passed
the Tweed (July 22), at the head of sixteen thousand men, most of them
veterans, all habituated to military discipline, before the raw levies of the
Scots had quitted their respective shires. !

By omler of the Scottish parliament, the army had been fixed-at thirty
thousand men; the nominal command had been givenfto the earl of Leven,
the real, on account of the age and infirmities of that officer, to his relative,
David Leslie, and instructions had been issued that the country between
Berwick and the capital should be laid waste, that the cattle and provisions
should be removed or destroyed, and that the inhabitants should abandon
their hemes under the penalties of infamy, confiscation, and death. In aid of
this measure, reports were industriously circulated of the cruelties exercised
by Cromwell in Ireland; that, wherever he came, he gave orders to put all the
males between sixteen and sixty to death, to deprive all the boys between
six and sixteen of their right hands, and to bore the breasts of the females with
red-hot irons. The English were surprised at the silence and desolation
which reigned around them; for the only human beirgs whom they met on
their march through this wilderness, were a few old women and children who
on their knees solicited mercy. But Cromwell conducted thim by the sea-
coast; the fleet daily supplied them with provisions, and their good conduct
gradually dispelled the apprehensions of the natives (July 28). Cromwell
employed all his art to proyoke, Leslie to avoid, an engagement. It was in
vain that for more than a month the former mar-hed and countermarched;
that he thréatened general, and made partial, attacks. <Leslie remained fixed
within his lines; or, if he occasionally moved, watche{l the ‘motions of\ the
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enemy from the nearest mountains, or inter osed a river or morass between
the two armies. The English began to be &xhausted with fatigu®;” sickness
thinned their ranks; the arrival of provisions depended @n the wind%eand
waves; and Cresmwell was taught to fear, not the valour of the enemy, but the.
prudente of their general. | . 3
The readet will already have observed how much at this period the exer-
cises of religion were mixed up with the concerns of state and even the oper-
ations of war. Both parties equally believed that the result of the expedi-
tion depende@ on the " ill of the Almighty, and that it was, therefore, their
duty to propitiate hi enger by fasting and humiliation. In the English army
the officers prayedsnd preacheds they “sanctified the camp,” and exhorted
the men to unity of mind and godliness of life. Among the Scots this duty

_ waselischarged by the ministers: and so fervent was their piety, so merciless

their zeal, that, in addition to their prayers, they occasionally compelled the
young king to listen to six long sermons on the Same day, during which he
assum®d an air, of gravity, and displayed feelings of devotion, which ill-
asgorded with his real disposition. But the English had no national crime to
deplore; by punishing the late king, they had atoned for the evils of the civil
war; the Scots, on the contrary, had adopted his son without any real proof
of his conversion, and therefore feared that they might draw down on the
country the punishment due to his sins and those of his family. It happened
that Charles, by the advice of the earl of Eglinton, presumed to visit the army
on the links of Leith. i

He was received with shouts of enthugiasm by the soldiers, who, on their
knbes, pledged the health of their young sovereign; but, the committee of the
kirk complained that his presence led to inebriety and profaneness, and he
received a request, equivalent to a command, to quit the camp. The next
day a declaration was thade, that the company of malignants, engagers, and
erfornies to the covenant, could not fail of multiplying the judgments of God
upon the land; an inquiry was instituted jinto the characters of numerous
Individdals; and eighty officers, with many of their men, were sashiered, that
they.might not contaminate by their presence the army of the saints. Still
it was for,Charles Stuart, the chief of the malignants, that they werg to fight,
and therefore from h#m, to appease the anger of the Almighty, an expiatory
declaration was requited in the name of the parliament and the ltrk. In this
instrument he was called upon to lament, in the language of penitence and
self-abasement, his father’s opposition to the work of God and to the Solemn
League and Covenant, which had caused the blood of the Lord’s people
to be shed, and the idolatry of his mother, the toleration of whi¢h in the king’s
house could not fail to be a high provocation against him who is a jealotis God,
visiting the sins of the fathers upon the children; te declare that he had sub-
seribed the covenant with sincerity of heart, and would have no friends or
enemies but those who were friends or enemies to it; to acknowledge the
sinfulness of the treaty with the bloody rebels in Ireland, which he was made
to pronounce null and yoid; todetest popery and prelacy, idolatry and heresy,
sehism and profaneness; and to promise that he would accord to a free parlia-
ment in Engla#d the propositions of the two kingdoms, and reform the Church
of England according to the plan devised by the assembly of divines at West-
minster., ® .

When®first this declaration, so humbling to his pride, so offensive $o his
feelings, was presented to Charles for his signature, he retufned an indignant
refusal (August 13). . The %wo committees of the kirk and kingdogn protested
that®they wouid nevgr prosecute his interest without his acknowledgment of
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the sins of his family and of his former ways. This protestation was printed
and furtivély sent to the English‘camp; the officers of the army presented to
the committee of cestates a remonstrance and supplication expressive of their

-adhesion; and the ministers maintained from their pulpits th<t the king was

the root of malignaney, and a hypocrite, who had taken the covenant-tithout
an intention of keeping it. Charles, yielding to his own fears and the advice
of his friends, on August 16th, subseribed, with tears, the obnoxious instru-
ment. If it were folly in the Scots to propose to the young vrince a declara-
tiofi so repugnant to his feelings and opinions, it was greater folly still to
believe that professions of repentance extorted with so much violence could
be sincere or satisfactory; yet his subscription was received with expressions
of joy and gratitude; both the army and the city observed a solemn fast for
the sins of the two kings, the father and the son; and the ministers, now that
the anger of heaVen had been appeased, assured their hearers of an easy
victory over a ‘‘ blaspheming general and a sectarian army.”’ -

If their predictions were not verified, the fault was undoubtedly their own.
The caution and vigilance of Leslie had triumphed over the skijl and activits
of “the blasphemer.” Cromwell saw no alternative but victory «or retreat:
of the first he had no doubt, if he could come in contact with the enemy; the
second was a perilous attempt, when the passes before him were pre-occupied,
and a more numerous force was hanging on hisrear. At Musselburgh (August
30th), having sent the sick on board the fleet (they suffered both from the
“ disease of the country,” and from fevers caused by exposure on the Pentland
hills), he ordered the army to march the next morning to Haddington, and
thence to Dunbar; and the same night a meteor, which the imagination of the
beholders likened to a sword of fire, was seen to pass over Edinburgh in a
southeasterly direction, an evident presage, in the opinion of the Scots, that
the flames of war would be transferred to the remotes, extremity of England.
At Dunbar, Cromwell posted his men in the vicinity of Broxmouth House :
Leslie with the Scots moving along the heights of Lammermuir, occupied a
position on Doon Hill, about two.miles to the south of the invaders; 4nd the
advanced posts of the armies were separated only by a ravine of the depth
and breadth of about thirty feet. Cromwell was not ignorant of the danger
of his situation; he had even thought of putting the ixfantry on board the
fleet, and of*attempting to escape with the cavalry by the only outlet, the .
high road to Berwick; but the next moment he condemned the thought as
“a weakness of the flesh, a distrust in the power of the Almighty; and
ordered the army to seek the Lord, who would assuredly find a way of deliver-
ance for his falthful servants.” On the other side the committees of the kirk
and estates exulted in the prospect of executing the vengeance of God upon
“the sectaries”; and afraid that the enemy should escape, compelled their
general to depart from his usual caution, and to make preparation for battle.

Cromwell, with his officers, had spent part of the day in calling upon the
Lord; while he prayed, the enthusiast felt an enlargement of the heart, a
buoyancy of spirit, which he took for an infallible presage of victory; and,
beholding through his glass the motion in the' Scottish camp, he exclaimed,
“They are coming down; the Lord hath delivered them int> our hands.” _
During the night, he advanced the army to the edge of the ravine; and at an
early hour in the morning of September 3rd, the Scots attempted to seize the
pass on the road from Dunbar to Berwick. ~After a sharp contest, thé Scottish
lancers, aided by their artillery, charged down the hill, drove the brigade of
English cavalry from its position, and broke through the, infantry, which had
advanced to the support of the horse. At that momqnt the sun made its
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