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CHAPTER II
THE LAST YEARS OF CHARLES I :

S
[1646-1649 A.9.] g
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Nobody now could foretell the course of events‘} ither extreme :
seemed possible, the abolition or the restoration of the crown, the _@c
exclusive predominance of one creed or the toleration of many, the o
continuation of parliament or its diminution, the complete sway of
TR — T®e=army or its combination gith other forces, the maintenance of
existihg laws or social resolution, — VoN RANKE.? c

c

From this pertod, fhe sf'u'preme authority openly acknowledgs by “the
people of England, was no longer divided, accofding to local feeling or circum-

stanges, between the king and the parliament. The cohdition of the sovereign .

became in effect that of a private person, and the two houses exercised the
functions of an independent commonwealth. But these powers were too
recent in their origin, and the parties who wielded them were too little agreed
among thems€lves, to allow of their working without hindrance or disorder.
The Piftsss spirit, with its ardent love of freedom up to a certain point, and
1ts lamentable intolerance-with respect to everything beyond it, still animated
the Presbyterian body in both kingdoms; while the Independents, as they
gradually rose into importance, by the sagacity which ‘they brought to the
management of public affairs, hardly less than by their exploits in the fields,

became more fixed and definite in their demands on the side of the rights of

aonscience, and of a more equal liberty. P ; ~
. The army under Fairfax, consisting of twenty-two thousand msen, was

made up almost entirely froqm the Independents, and greatly*butnumbered

dhe Presbyterians, who were in arms under Masséy and Poyﬁ“i:z‘.‘ The Inde-
‘ pendents could alsq hoast at, this juncture of a small majority on maily ques-

« . tlons even in the house of cémimons; but the city was still mostly Presbyter- .

ian, and found its great ally in the Scottish arr% whi 1
i ¢ rmYy, which, by possessing the
king’s petson, had bectbme capable of negotiating Wit}ﬁl "ncrg;tged authgrity.
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Added to which, as a further element of prob%ble discord, the royalists, thouen
seattered,- were by no means extinet. The number of the slain®in The late
stryggle was comparatively small, and the passions of those who syrviveq the
confliet must have been rather exasperated than allayed by what Had befallen
them. ®e. q }

The strugle petween the Presbyterians and Independents in the com- o

mons, which,,during the present year, had appeared, in géme important ® o <=

instafices, to be in favour of the former, had not been such unformly. A *©

motiea whichgequired that part of the army under Fairfax should embark g™

for Ireland was dtfeated by a thajority of ninety-one to ninety; and a resolu-
tiop to dishand the Yroops unden Masgey, consisting mostly of Presbyterians,
was garried in the commons, and executed ®y Ludlow, with the concurrence
of Fairfax, notwithstanding a remonstramce against it by the lords. But

* -« the two parties®vege 0 nearly blance®in the commons during this year, that

L)

questions affecting either werg rarely carried by a tajority p! more than eight
&r fen Yotes; and gome instances of understood compromise were necessary

. #ha} the ordinar§’ business of governme¥t might proceed.

®  Another matter which served West the power of the Independents

it public affairs at this juncture, wae®fhe settlement of the exact form in which

the Presbyterian government should be established. The Independents,
as we have before remarked, were opposed to any civil establishment of
religion; and those who aided them in their present struggle, without being
strictly ofetheir opinion in that respect, were careful that the mode of its
establishment should be such s to give a secure ascendency to the civil power.
Nochinghowever, could be more uhacceptable to the Prgsbyterian clergy than
such gloctmines, inasmuch as their,pginciples taught them to regard the secular
establishment of religigr? as the first duty of a state; and, at the same time,
tg ds%rt their own pure independence of the civil power, even while looking
to 1t for profegtion and endowments, and for the force with which to maintaire
their particular species of dominion. s -

* These wyas a bill against blasphemy whigh this party endeavbured to carry
ift 1646, and which they succeeded in passing twg years later, the provisions
of yhich tespeak a fyightful spirit of intolerance, rengindimg us very forcibly
of the many similar decrees wiftch occur in the pages of ecclesiastical history,

« and which.were made the ground of proceedings so disgraceful to Christiagity.

By this act, any denial ‘of t®e Trinity, of the proper deity or humanity of
Christ, of his death as an atonement for the guilty, of his freedom from sin, of
his resurrection, of the general rising from the dead, of the day of judgment,
or of the authenticity of the canonical scriptures — was declared o be a capital
offence! Many less considerable heresies are named as to be pusms®d by
other penalties. The authers of this enactment hae imbibed the sentiment
that truth must be one; that to themselves pertained the rare felicity of hav-
ing discovered it; ard that the more consistent evidence of their hallowed
attachment to its interests was in the adoption even of such means with a view
to its support. Thus the reasoning which had descended from Bonner to Laud,

*passed from the latter fo the man who brought him to the block! .

By tlee influence of the Independentsp whiche operated to delay the act
concerning bl28phemy, the commons were induceg to pass several of the most

important of *th¢ propositiorts that had been rejected by the king, in the sitgpe

of ordin®r®es — a proceeding which gave them the force gfaacts of parliament
-without waitiflg for the royal sanction. This rebfblican principle was acted
upon with respect to t£ose Paris of the propositions which related to the aboli-
‘ti'on gf episcopacy, aad the sale of the bishops’ lands; o a justificatidn of the
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‘ dines in parliament in beth kingdoms since the commencement of
E;(s\z%a%ggeté thre)a appointment of the great officers of state by the parliament;
and to its’getaining the command of the forces during the next twenty years.

4 [ I_ y 5 N
B THE ARMY VERSUS PARLIAFENT (S
. C ; : c < !
The surfender of the king by the Scots, which was viewed with much satis-
faction by the English Presbyterians, both as 1t would materislly reduc2 the

" expenditure of the government, and as it seeméd, by plcing the king in their

hands, to confer on them the power of dictating the condifions of a settlement,
was soon found to have placed the affairs of the kingdom, as a matter atssue,
between an unarmed Presbyterianenajority in the parliament and the capital,
and the Independent minority of thedlowérhouse, sustaiped by nearly the
whole strength o¢ the army¢ On the departure of the Scots, the Presbyterians
ceased to have a military force in which they could confide; and it accordingly:

became their great object to disband e army under Fairfax; which, they well .

knew, had been for some time governed by principles and” passions most
hostile to their plans. It was givenq?b{; with this view, that the war had
reached its close, and that the time for returning to a peace establishment
had arrived. e
Nor was this considered a difficult work to perform. The Presbyterians in
the city, in the fulness of their confidence, prepared a petition to b= presented
to the two houses, which prayed that no person disaffected to the covenant
should be promoted {o, or allowed to retain, any publie trust; thaf persons
not duly ordained should be no more suffered to preach, nor the meetings of
separate congregations be tolerated; and that an ordinance should be passed
to put down all heresies and schisms, by visiting their abettors with exensplary
punishments. . o |
It was<agreed that Fairfax should retain his office as commander-in-chief.
But it was also voted that every officer under his command should take the
covenant, and conform to the government of the church as established by
ordinance; that ro commarnder ‘of a garrison should remain a mentber of par-
liament; and that all offices above that of @ colonel should be aholished,
excepting, of course, the rank of commander-in-chiefs The object of the
Presbyterians in these votes was to purify the avmy generally from its leaven
of independency, and to compel Cromwell, and other fermidable opponents,
such as Ludlow, Hutchinson, Ireton, and Algernon Sidney, to relinquish their
connection either with the army or with the parliament. With the votes
alreadyesmaentioned was another, which ordered an immediate embarkation
of a great part of the axmy under Fairfax to serve against the insurgent
Catholics in Treland. At the same time, the discussions in parliament with
respect to the payment of arrears, were attended with so*many difficulties and
delays as to warrant suspicion of a design to elude the just demands of the
army even in that respect.
 The crisis between the Presbyterians and,the Independents was now at
hand. The latter found themselves called upon to submit to a yoke mnder the
name of Presbyterianism, hardly less oppressive than they hadfought against
- under the name of prelacy. “They saw every practicable slightzcast upon their
1€}%1ac_1e(rs_; their boagted liberty of conscience about to be wrested ftora them;
tl eir dismission medlt-at_ed, "even without a just settlement of their pecuniary .
cfa%ilnsi on t}lg power which they had protected .ané established at the hazard
of their livés; and, abose all, one division of thejr strength on the eve of being

{
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® * °But the great object of this deputa-
. tlon, ewas®*to make arrangements f

" * should be disbahdqde This, it w 1 be ‘

. €um dug to the cavalry, and less than

. The commons bechnie aware of this
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drafted to Ireland, that the remainder thightenot b¢ sufficient to impegle megs-
utes designed to place the whele kingdom, with its new ecclesiastitad estadtlish-

mengt, wader the guatdianship of an army pledged to the covenant. °
t %as in order to intimate a determination not to submi® tb sufh a cdurse
of affair® sthat the forces under Fairfax beganan advance towayds London.

The arrears g® this time due to the army were forty-three WG?S’ pay to the _
horse, and eighteen weeks’ to the f@ot, a sum in the whole, cons derably above e
three hundred thousand pounds. By a deputafion for the purpoge, the com-

mons®apprisedetife army of the vote o
in which they had pledted therhselves [AMAHIEE WA !
to gaise sixty thotsand pounds a , &
month for its support. and promised
two months’ pay tosuch regiments as, |

perceived, was not ene-fifthe of the

Ralkthe amount owing to the infantry.

the embarkation of a large portion
of the army to Ireland. Many diffi-
culties were thrown in the way of
this objec® by the council of officers
in their conference with the *deputa-
tioli; andl a petitionwas prepared; to
exprass the desires both of the ofjicgrs
and soldiers on varioys’matters, but
rartitularly with respect to ah act of
indemnity seguring them against all
proceedings on account of anything
in their gonduct during the war —
and. also that measures should be
adepted 18 satisfy them with respect
t® their arrears before disbanding.

proceeding, and, in order to ®press if, / N/
and to prevent any similar attempt, 2 JNS
summoned several officers who were SLGERNON BIDNEY
suspected of being its promoters to (L6225 168808
their bar. On the same day it was ——
voted that three regiments, commanded by colonels who were known to be
zealous Presbyterians, should form part of the force to be retained in Eng-
land. Holles, who Was not without that sort of courage which arises from an
insensibility to danger, concluded this day of bcld measures by proposing
that all persons adhering to the said petition should be prosecuted as ene-
mies of the state, and this mo#ion, carried at a late hour in the commons, wag
approvetl the next day by the lords. Such procesdings, against an army con-
sisting of suel,men, were unjust and singularly impolitic.

The d pﬁtaifon to the avmy from the commons on the twentieth of March,,
was folféwed bY another, which appeared in its quarters qn the thirteentR of
- Apri]. Colorlel Lambert, in behalf of the assefabled officers, insisted én the

© gom

terms stated in the fgrme® conference. In conclusion, it was stated that no ® €

_ Gbjeetion would be mag to the service in Ireland if the men were aliowed to
s &, W.— VOL, XZXE AED) \
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wbark for that kingdom under their present commanders. ~About ten days
:11:11)2%%1e3%, ‘the con%mons went into a debate bn the propriety of accepting
the offer thus made by the convention of officers. They voted that‘such of
the army as did fiot proceed to the service in Ireland according to order‘should

“be paid arrcars for six weeks and disbanded. Filled with'this ill-grounded
_ confidence they continued to summon the most popular officers-to their bar,

on the charge uf tampering with the soldiefy in opposition td tke wishes of the
government. Some they committed to prison, and the wlg_o]q body was not
orly threatened with punishment should they be detected in-fomentiiig dis-
contents, but were commanded to abstain from taking®any part with the men
under them in their attempts to obtain-a redzess of their pretended grievances.

; (3 4 A 2 = (; :
RIsE OF THB AGITATORS B g

e o

@

One immediate effect of the separatien thus produced hetween the mern
and the officers, was the institution of a sort of representative body from
among the former, consisting mostly gﬁﬁlon—comnﬁssioned officers, which suf-
sequently became so memorable under tfi name of the council of Agitalors—
[a designation once supposed to have originated in a corruption of the word
adjutators, or helpers].

If the civilians at Westminster had found the convention of officers unman-
ageable, their difficulties were of necessity multiplied by the imprudence which
called forth this new power. The officers were a kind of middle class between
the men whom they commanded, and the’ parliament with which they were
at issue, having interests and sympathies jn common with both; but this new
council promised to embody the extreme principles and passions of the ereat
body of the military, without the benefit of those modifications which the
euperior intelligence of their leaders would naturally have suggested. The
officers hae been censured when appearing in the character of petitioners,
though on mdtters strictly military; but a more dangerous body was now
about to appear in that chagacter, and one which was not likely to be content
with an interferexce on military affairs alone. ¢ ke £

The first public act of the council of Agit&tors was to present a letter to
their generals, Fairfax, Cromwell, and Skippon, bearing date the twenty- -
eighth of April, in which they complained of havihg been denounced as enemies
of their country, and that by men, who, suddenly tasting the sweets of power,
had forgotten their duties and professions, and were degenerating into tyrants.
They spoke of*the expedition to Ireland as an affair which had been so managed
as to Heesme a manifest expedient for putting an end to the army; and they
were not disposed to witmess its dissolution, until-those rights of the subject,
for thg sake of which they had become soldiers, should be conceded and
secured. i

When this document was presented to the commons, it was moved that the
ghr?e sohdlers from whom it had been receiyed‘shgul.dhbe sent to the Tower.
;ijfl(gl‘lll)wehi Sco;1s1dered 1t important to check this vindictive course for the presefit
Sl ay condsi tli‘gggaasi}lllra}lllcey that the army was by no means In_so unmanage-
R aS € housg seemed to conclude, put an end to the debate.
i uarterépof 0 commission with Sklppon_, Treton, and Fle Swood Je go to

ok e military, and, by promising a bill of indemnity, and a

further payment of arrears, “to bring about, if possible, a settlement, of differ-

ences, It may be safely credited that all these com i -
pon, hadbeen chief patfies in ep ese commissioners except Skip-

couraging and directing the agitation which .
4 C s C k( 8 O'S
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they were sent to allay. But, with a majorify against them in the twe houses,
it was only by such_subtle pdlicy, or by an immediate appeal fosfor&that
their gB8jects could be accomplished.d L Soly ThoR
The “ Agitators” * discussed in a sort of committee all nieasures that were
to be adopteq, Mnd subjected all the resolutiorss of the parliament to a sub-
sequent examunasion. They formed a kind of lower house, apd the officers

L 4

an upper house,*by which the pl#n of resistange became moze consolidated o g

and connected than was believed in London to be the case. As sodn as Crom-

well, Svhd wasethe soul of the whole affair, arrived there, he bitterly com- g
plained, with prafeund dissimulation, of the state of affairs, but affirmed, .

however, with his associates, that they had found in the army no distemper,
but many grievances. , The parliament retutned thanks, on the 21st of May,

_to hitn and his pssoviates for thejrgexertiohs, and on the following days came

to many resolutions#especting the time and manner of paying the troops, of
#8isbanding,them, and of sending a part to Ireland. When'it was proposed

» 9bdut this time jo=place some of she guost violent of the agitators in strict

» @

custody, a Mr..Werenworth could venture to say they might be put in safe
austody, but in the best tavern in }Wity, and be well provided with wine

- and gugar.

Cromwell, referring to some violent debates, said still more plainly to Lud-
low, “These people will never leave off till the army takes them by the ears
and turns them out of parliament.” And in fact they still believed, as the
king had done before, in their own inviolability and omnipotence, and did not
take any right measures either to resist the army or to satisfy and gain it.

On the 29th of My, the new council of war declared that till all the griev-
ance® of the army were yemovedsitscould not be dissolved, so that the parlia-
mentary commissioness were obliged to réturn without effecting anything.
Fhree days later, on the 1st’of June, Fairfax willingly received a decisive
proposal of the council’ of war, namely: In order the better to superintend
the regiments, and to keep them in ordery they shall be collected from their
scattered quarters; then the general will aot be obliged to gé from place to
place, and the parliament will clearly see how farsit may depend on the army,
art] the latter what at may expect from parliament. . Fairfax communicated
this resolution of the council to the parliament, recommending kindness and
mildness, though the most blind could not but see in it a formal declaratign of
war. Holles, with the most zealous of his friends, advised therefore that at
a moment of such great danger Cromwell ought to be arrested, though com-
plete proofs of his guilt were still wanting; and, in fact, this perhaps would
have been the only means of averting the approaching revolutiog. But before
it could be regularly brought forward in the slow parliamentary couzse} Crom-
well had again left Londore for the army, to which e gave a new preponder-
ance by a bold and ynexpected measure.

THE ARMY ABDUCTS THE KING (1647 A.D.)

* On the 3rd of June, 16473 Cornet Joyce, formerly a tailor, appeared ad
Holmby, at the head of a party of horse, ‘and demanded to speak to the king.
Being told {hat his majesty was already gone tg bed, he paid the less regard
to the ghjectich, as his men had quickly come to an understanding with the,
garrison, and d*unk to their brotherhood, and consequengly neither the officers

* nor 4he commissioners of, the parliament could *depend upon their support.

v

*®,

. ! The form #‘Adjut@tor” is ﬂlainly a blunder, though it was contemporaneous with
¢ Agi®ator,” which was 1’? ' the now obsolete sense of * agent.] =
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“read withou¢ spelling.” When the king reached the army
- :;awe believe (Wgth pgrfect truth, that he had known nothlﬁrg whatever of the

~ contented soldiers crowded round the hou

(
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\Mhenrthe king had been waked ffom his sleep, Joyce went to him, armed, and
declared t}fa%tile was come to take him to the army. Being asked by whose
authdrity he came, Joyce answered: “The }L:,oldlers at tllle glglc)r %}rle En{ %zpthg;:-
ity.” The king: “‘ This authority is in truth written so legibly that it may be
s t %airfax’ affirmed,

whole enterprite, to which Charles answered that he could*net believe this
unless he hanged Joyce. The cornet being summoned to appear, said: “I
have acted by instructions from the army; lef. it be assembledl, and‘if tnree-
fourths, at least, do not approye of my conduct, I am réady ©o be hung at the
head of my regiment.” @ ) : _ ©
It is absolutely impossible tlfat Cromwell and. his associates should have

known nothing of this plan; on thé contrary it cannot be doubted that they

had contrived and brought about the‘whole, in order té enticipate and out-
manceuvre the P{resbyteriaﬁs; wherefore Miltom;¢ the panegyrist of Cromwell,
says: “The carrying off the king was iadeed contrary to the laws; but, under
such circumstances, the most worthy men have often boldly saved the state,
and the laws have afterwards confirged their proceedings.” According to
Huntingdon, Joyce said plainly that Cromwell had given him the cotnmigsion;
and the latter replied, “otherwise the parliament would have carried off the
king.” When news of all these proceedings was brought to London, the
adversaries of the Independents were thrown into the utmost consternation.
The Scotch deputies in London looked at this carrying off of the King from a
very different point of view; they affirmed that it was contrary to the cove-
nant and the expresssconditions stipulated for the secutity of Charles, when
he was given up, and took it for granted that the English parlidment: had
engaged to maintain and execute those conditions in @hich Scotland would
readily afford every assistance. X £3

© At the instance of Cromwell, Ireton, Fleetwood, Harrison: and others,

who, notwithstanding the Self-Denying Ordinance, held posts in the army,
“A Solemn Engagement” had been brought about, on the 5th of June, and
a document drawn up, in ewhich the soldiers endeavoured to justify their
preceding conduct, as well as the choice of agitators, and affirmed that it was
by no means intended to overthrow the government of the Presbyter:an com-
stitytion of the church, or to introduce general licentiousness, under the pre-
text of religious freedom; yet, at the same time, they speak of the injustice
and tyranny of their enemies, and of the malicious and wicked designs and
principles of certain persons in the parliament. They plainly declared, that
till their grievances were redressed, and all their demands granted, the army
would %ot suffer itself to be disbanded by anybody, either wholly or in part.

THE EXPULSION OF THE ELEVEN MEMBERS

Thus pressed by the disobedient refractory army, the parliament consid-
ered it as a very fortunate circumstance, wheneon the 8th of June, a petition
was presented from the city of London requesting all honourable means might
be used to come to an understanding with the army, that bloodshed might be
-avoided, the covenant aintained, the king’s person securedjyfresh negotia-
tions be commenced with him, Ireland assisted, and new lavis madé for the
protection of the city and the parliament. On the same day numbers of. dis- °
se, and extorted a more prompt

Thanks'were, however, returned .

( . . &

executiorrof what had Heen already granted.
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to the city, and it was resolved on the 11thof June, that a comanjttteabfhe
parliament and of the capital should, for the safety of the kingdom and of the
parganfent; raise and arm men, and adopt all suitable measuses; &verybody
was boynd to opey and assist it. The army being speedily infommed of all .
these cir’%ﬁms}ances, sent tp the city of London! a representatiorl and justifi-

cation of its €onduct, and concluded their letter in the followifg words: “If ® =

you, Qr a great*psrt of you, should Be misled, notwithstanding thesegarguments, ° &=

to employ arms against our just demands, we should, after this brotherly

exhoftation, besinnocent of all the mischief that might befall your great afid ===

populous city.” * ., * . 2

#Conjointly with these threatsy the #army caused a report to be spread that

1t itended to restore the king and‘civijjo'rder, to abolish taxes, establish

. .peac®, ete. Fajrfax, too, sent fpgthe parliament many petitions that were
received in favour ®#the army. As it had formerly, in its mmtrust, employed

#oainst, the, king argitments, teproaches, and conjectures, the same, now it

o Hlac®losteall credit and popularity, was &ne to itself, in scorn and ridicule, and
all #hat it now ventured to do in its pretended omnipotence was to request
7 “that Fairfax, with the army, should »#§ come within forty miles of London.

- He awsweted, on the 12th of June, that he was sorry not to be able to comply
with this request, because the army, as circumstances had required, had
already advanced within twenty miles of London. On the receipt of this
intelligence, as Sanderson expresses it, such fear and boundless suspicion
arose in tHe city that it seemed as if everybody were mad. The parliament
deliberated day and night, but found that its resolutions, which at this time
had beere chiefly for the advantage of London, did not cuiet the minds of the
citizehs, aiid that its megsures did mot alarm the soldiers. The latter and the
genergl, on the contrasy, ansyered the deputies of the parliament that the

- mearer they were to the city the more easy it was to obtain money, to restore,
order, and tosestablish peace.

. From every concession of the parliamesit the army proved,the justice of
ifs earlfer demands and raised them, refeming to the principles which had
been frequently declared by the two houses thgmselves. Instead of giving
up°the king as the parliament, demanded, the army now {reated him with
uflcommon respect, sg that apprehensions were conceived that he might place

* himself at its head and dispegse the parliament. The leaders of the Presbhy-
terians, indeed, still preserved their courage, and endeavoured to prepare
everything in Londort for serious resistance; but the violence of their oppo-
nents increased in an equal degree. When Holles, for instange, fell into a
bitter dispute with Ireton, and challenged him, the latter answered jt was
contrary to his conscience to fight a duel. Hereupon Holles struck him in
the face, and said, “Then let it be against your conscience to insult others.”
After such scenes between the leaders of the Presbyterians and Independents,
no reconciliation could be thought of.

On the 14th of June, the parliament received a declaration of the army

.and the generals, drawy, up principally by Ireton, with the assistance of Crom-

* well and Lambert, in which, anfong other things, they say: “We are no hired ®
mercenaries, who must assist in all kinds of opprelsion, but eame forward to
defend the rights and liberties of the country, which are sufficiently known to us
by the slgclaratign of parliament, and by our own common sense. In Scotland, ©
Portugal, and tif¢ Netherlands they went much, furthersthan the army has
*done;. and theparliament igself has declated that Wwhere the rights of nature, o o
of jusgfice, and of natians are, there is no undue resistance to autherify. We
,therestore demand thc\e)ﬁ)ulsion and impeachment of eleven members: viz.,

Ll
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HoRes, Stapketon, Lewls, Clotwof‘thy, Waller, i\zaynard, Massey, G}yn, Long,
Harley, and Nichols, who had particularly spoken against the army; they
likewise démarded a month’s pay in two days, ete. Further, that the paclia-
_ment showld not raise any new troops, or grant the obedient soldiers and
officers any' advantages over’ those who had dispbeyed; a d hqﬁfd give a
strict accountof the application of the public revenue; that therights of the

c

ith the rights of fhe subjects, and
an amnesty for the past must be proclaimed. el )
® “The present parliament must not continye indefinitely, &ccording to the
will of the members, which is contrary to the COIlStlt:u£10,_I} of the country and
the rights of the people, and leads toctyrariny. Triennial parliaments mst
be restored, the representation of inconsiderable and decayed places must be
altered, and a more uniform system introduced, founded-on 1\%11(11010118 plinei-
ples; for instanez, with reference to the payment of taxes.s No person desires
to overthrow the Presbyterian church, but néither ought those svha are re-
strained by their consciences from féllowing certain forms and. ceramoiLies,
but otherwise live peaceably and according to the laws, to be punished onthat
account, or be debarred any rightséand privileges. Our demands are, jn
short, for the general good, and are not founded on partial and selfish views.
Wherefore we hope that God, in his goodness and merey, will through us, as
his blessed instruments, cause the peace and happiness of this unhappy king-
dom to be established.” |

All these demands not only obtained the approbation of the commander-

in-chief, Fairfax, in a special letter,®but met with many friends in the country.
The taxes, it was complained, become daily heavier, and a great wortion of
the revenue is employed for selfish purposesfand no account given.  Unlieard-
of harshness is used towards the vanquished friends of the king, and to the
‘bishops who are reduced to distress. The star chamber is, indeed, abolished;
but the committees formed in the counties arrest and punish at their discretion,
and exercise g greater tyranny than ever, and all this too is done under reli-
gious pretexts, and every crime%s accompanied with prayers and secripture
phrases. If, therefore, obfjections may be made in some instances to the
demands of the ‘army; and if its haughty bearing canrot be justified, as far
as the form is concerned, yet there remains no other. means to put down tne
ternporal and spiritual tyranny of the parliament. In this situation, which
must have been more bitter to the parliament, which was lately so revered,
when it considered its own conduct towards the king, it revoked the ordinance
against the army, assigned money for its pay, and put a stop to the levy of
recrujts and to the preparations for defence.

But it passed over other points in silence, observed that the expulsion of
the eleven members could not take place withot a precise statement of the
complaints against them and proofs; and, lastly, it again demanded that the
army should remove to the distance of forty miles, and that the king should
be given up to the parliament. Fairfax did not pay the slightest attention to

/ these demands, at first did not answer at all, then evasively, and it was not
till the 23rd of June that a new ““humble petition” of the army and its leaders
:n.}_)peared. After long and warm’ debates, the parliament resolved, on the
25th of June, that the accused members could not be suspended from sitting
i the house till particulars were produced and proofs given. jDn the fellowing
day,.however, news was braught that the army had advanéed within fifteen
ﬁ:;gils}aimlles;l bu%l merely, as Fairfax said, for fthe ease of the country and
ool ;‘(tls. nﬂt Is, situation, when arguments and.representations had no

) means were wanting to repel force by Yoree, the eleven aecused
/ Z c ¢ N e
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members desired leave to absent themselves®from the house. This was regslily
granted, though the Indepentlents thereby gained the majority in*parffament,
[

ang carried motions which had before been rejected. '

The Independents, on their part, endeavoured more and rflore.to gain the
king; they tredted him much more mildly then the Presbyterians, allowed

his children ¥riends, and chaplain to have access to him, andsheld out hopes &

of complying avieh his wishes respetting the congtitution of the<Church. They,
however, did not make him any.definite proposals; whence sharp-sighted
persns®correcély’ inferred that they meant to use him as an instrument, and
to keep him in sugpefise, rathér than to determine disputed points according
tg his wishes. Herice Lanerickswrote to him that the army would certainly
propose very hard terms Yo him, and at the most offer him religious liberty
for %he loss of all temporal poyer. »Th® king asking, in a conversation, by

" what right he fiadJeen removed against his will from Holmpy House, Fairfax

sreplied, from necessity; on which Charles said, “I hever ventured at the height

. ¢bfany power tp do so much violence g the law, and yet those people cry out

4 e

*giwe us justice, or —— ! !”

@ 2 RIOTS IN LONDON

On the 8th of July, a letter from the commander-in-chief, recommending
and justifying the milder treatment of the king, was received by the parlia-
ment. The letter advised not to use greater severity towards him without

‘necessity, which would only ®xcite a new interest in his favor. The mixture

of trutheand error, of humility and arrogance, of apparept obedience and direct
resigiance, which we find in the adgresses of the army to the parliament, calls
to our minds its own pfoceedings against the king, only the retaliation is the

or& bitter because the soldiers ironically quoted an example or model for
every stepsthey took, ftom the journals of the legislators, who had now lost ail
their power. The latter, however, did ngt give up their cause as desperate,
but ertdegvoured to combat the army with its own weapon$, by means of
petitions, and to bring over the capital, which was for the most part inclined
to the Pr&byterians, entirely to their own side” On the 14h of July, a repre-
dentation to the foﬁogving effect, said to be signed by 10,000 well-disposed
young men, was presented, requesting the “restoration of the king and the
parliament to their rights, t®e regulation of the government of the chureh, the
abolition of the conventicles and of the undue liberty of religion, the punish-
ment of the evil-minded, and the disbanding of the army.”

This petition being neutralised by a second of an opposit® tenor on the
following day, the formation of the militia in London impeded, and tie Pres-
byterian commanders removed; a number of citizens, young men, appren-
tices, officers, sailors, and watermen presented, on the 24th of July, a third
representation, founded on a solemn league and covenant. They demanded
that the army should not come any nearer, but that the king should come to
London; that peace should be concluded on the conditions proposed by him,
on the 12th of May, and thatall things still in dispute should be speedily sets
tled, in toncert with the Scotch. These proposads and resolutions, they were
resolved to d&fend with their lives and fortunes. ‘The parliament, now stripped
of all,digpit'y :g{i)d independence, had no alternative but to yield to the power,

I

of the Aty orsof the city. It chose the former, rejectgd, the last-mentioned

. demands, antl Geclared all persons who had joined in fhat petition®to be

-

traitors. The army, bein¥ informed of all these circumstances, had declared, ®

on ghe 28th, that it v&guld not suffer such disobedience of the city to the

-
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' t, and would fre¢ it fiom all violence. On the other hand, the
Ic)iz“tbli'];e;&rll'Isl‘elln&oés’cdirald that they would treat with the same generosity that part ot
the prliament which acceded to their views, and accordingly, on the £5th, of
July, the s}}eriffrs and some members of the common council appeared before

the house of commons, with apetition that it would restore thie irndep‘é(ndence

. of the London g)nilitia, and favor its speedy organisation. c

f a .
¢ Before any resolution could be taken, several thousand @apprentices and

~ . in o riotous a manner that the seven lords (to which number tke whoie upper

€

-

house was now reduced), immediately granteg their petiticn, but then ﬂed
through a back door, and escaped by water. ¢ The house of commons, whigh
did not wish to offend the army, most earnestly entreated the insolent geti-

tioners to retire; but as their sgcretﬂntentigné,immediately«to adjourn became

known, the mob soccupied all the doors; nay, the boldext e_nppered the hall,
forcibly took the speaker, Wwho was going to retfire, back to his chair, made-
various demands, with loud eries, but gji;pecially the confirmation of what theé:
upper house had granted: the recall of the king to London, the return of she
eleven members of parliament, the res;g{%tlon of the militia to its old footing,
and the abolition of all ordinances agamst<the petitioners.f el

THE HEADS OF THE PROPOSALS

a

Charles was not inobservant of these violent proceedings in thé ecity, and
secretly expressed his approval of them, everything which served to place the
two parties in an equipoise, or to embroil their affairs, being regardechby him
as favourable to the part which he was digpased to act as an umpiré betiveen
them. ko

As the natural consequence of such proceedings, and of the attempts
which were continually made to detach the disaffected and the wavering
from its ranks, the army had became more and more united and organised
with a view to the accomplishment of its objects, and much less sgrupulous
about an immediate proposal of those political reforms and arrangements
which were deemed expedient for the public interest. While the city was the
scene of the excitement and disorder now desecribed, the wisest men, in the
army, some of whom had been educated as lawyers, and 6thers were naturally
profound politicians, were employing themselves‘in framing a scheme for the
settlement of affairs which was to be submitted to the appsoval of the king and
of the two houses.

This scheme provided that a new parliament should be convened every
two yedrs, upon a principle of election which required the extinetion of decayed
boroughs, and which regulated the number of memlers for boroughs and coun-
ties according to their relative extent and property. In its first session each
parliament was to deliberate for one hundred and twenty days, after which
space, and not before, it might be adjourned or dissolved by the king; and at
the close of a second session of the same extent it dissolyed of course. In all
eases of impeachment, the judgment of the commons was made to be necessary
to any sentence of condemnstion pronounced by the lords, and the Ring was
not to have the power to pardon when the two houses agreed in their verdiet.
The, command of the militia was to be vested in the two hous(s for the next
ten years, and to be resumed by the king at the close of that igverval With the

; FoR

. consent of parliament,.

(
~

S
[* Thiis scheme called ‘‘ The Heads of the Proposals ”

« - .
was'drawn up by Ireton.] ¢
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_ The persons who should constitute the csuncilof state now to be appoipted
were to be chosen with the eoncurrence of all the negotiating pasties™ind to
hold their offices during good behaviour, but not for a longer perio# than
seveltyears. The parliament, which was to retain the power of wap and peace,
was al2@<o nor®¥inate the officers of state for the next ten years, and after that

time was to e eqapowered’to present three candidates for eachy of such offices, o =
from which the king might make hs selection. The prelates might be restored, e o

but without the power to inflict any civil penalty upon any:maf on account
of religion; ner ®ere any means to be employed to compel the use of the cem-
mon prayer, or ¢he aloption %f the covenant. With these more important

provisions, were solne enlightened prpposals with respect to the choosing of

. grangl jurymen, the appoihtment of sheriffs, the right of petitioning, and the

reform of various £vils connectec‘l with %ithes, law-suits, and imprisonment

* for debt. P -

- e

» Some gf the'menewho had been most occupietl in the preparation of this

] . . . . .
stchem®,— a scheme which, all circurgtances considered, was singularly wise

*anad moderate — were determined republicans; but they felt that they had to
egotiate for a nation in which an attgechment to monarchy was still the pre-

Vailipg gentiment, and not for the cdmparatively small seet which shared
with them in their greater admiration of the commonwealths of the ancient
world, The conduct of the monarch, however, made this effort in the way of
compromise wholly unavailing. His language, when theses overtures were
made to %him, was so haughty and irritating as to destroy all hope of con-
ciliation in those who proposed them, apd excited regret and astonishment
aifiong his friends who listened fo it. i,

Zhe mobs of the capital extgried the required votes from the parliament
on Monday the 26th &f June, and on the following Thursday the speak-

& both houses, with abéut fourteen lords, and one hundred common-
er’, left the ¢jty, and two days later placed themselves under the protection @f
the army on Hounslow Heath. Little authority attached to the fragments of
fhe two houses which remained at Westmgnster, and though the force at the
%onrmand of the city was more numerous than the army advancing against it,
the want®f that digeipline, and deep interest In the, matters at issue which
dharacterised the army under® Fairfax, rendered all the hostile preparations
made by his opponefits rather ridiculous than formidable. On the seventh of
August the army marched tiough London without the slightest appearance of
opposition or disorder; the two houses assembled; the speakers resumed their
seats; Fairfax received their thanks, and aceepted from the hands of the lords
and commons the office of constable of the Tower. 2

The parliament, being reassembled after the interval of disorder from the
26th of July to the 6th ef August, was prevailed upon by the officers to
make one more effort for the restoration of peace, which was done by recom-
mending the old propositions submitted to the king at Newcastle to his further
consideration. But those propositions were based upon the league and cove-
nant, and the military leaders heard with much pleasure that the king pro-
fessed to look upon the recents propositions of the army as more tolerant and
equitab®, and as being in consequence nfore adapted to become the ground-
work of an affjustment. It was hoped that not more than three weeks would
be requirgd to &omp]ete a settlement upon that Pasis. But nearly two months,
Fassed,’hnd Cr Qwell and his colleagues were still, notwithstanding all their

aboyr, at someNlistance from their object — soedifficuft Was it to brihg the

council of officers ang thé®agitators, and the lords and commons, to such an
dgrabment as might f;,expected to obtain the approvel of the king:

.
. .

®
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n the mean time it was ascertaihed that the monarch had no sincere
inte%ﬁog(s) toward peace upon such terms. He still indulged the hope of ob-
tainingz military aid from Ireland and Scotland, and flattered himself that, by
bringing ap army of covenanters from the north against the army of the

“Independents, he should soonbe placed in a position to sumnfon thescattered

royalists in both kingdoms to his standard, and so to recover,whéjf he had lost.

¢ His intrigues with all these parties had led=to the adoption of some extended

and definite plans of action, when they were detected by Cromwell and Ireton,
who, at their next meeting with Ashburnham, expressed highédndigration on
account of the perfidy which they had discoverkd in his‘master. ~ Charles soon
experienced the evil effects of this congluct.« The spirit of the army became
daily more violent; and those who had been accustomed to exercisg: the
greatest control over it, began_to lbok_qupgnd their power «with apprehension.
The agitators wepe heard to change their discourse, and tesconiplain openly in

council, both of the king, and of the malignants about him. b i aate
Much of the dangerous efficiency ymich these men possessed as speakers

was the effect of their having taken upon them the office of (p}*eaching. The
clergy who were at first connected wigh . :
soon retired from a mode of life so lictle’ congenial with their habits. They
first saw war at the battle of Edgehill, and few of them exposed themselves to
the sight a second time. But the consequence was, that the services of
religion were left to fall almost into disuse, or to be conducted by military
men. It is not to be doubted, however, that the republicanism of the private
soldiers had been connected from the first with*not a little fanatical extrava-
gance; and as this feeling increased in thit quarter, ard as more moderate
men sometimes deemed it prudent to makg yse of it in the struggle of paxties,
1t is not surprising that the more sober commonwealthmen and the levellers
should have been confounded by their enemies: and that the same obndxious
appellation should often have been given to both. The individugls.who placed
themselves at the head of the malgontents in the army at this moment were

Major Scott, dnd the colonels Ewer and Rainsborough; and theiy jealousy

was particularly directed against Cromwell, Ireton, and Vane. ,

On the 1st of November the agents of no less than sixteentegimerts
concurred in the adoption of a paper bearing the title of An Agreement of the
People, and containing the leading principles of this sect. According to this
avowal of their opinions, they were concerned t& vest the sovereign power in
the representatives of the nation, independent of the consent or concurrence
of any other person or persons — their constituents being their only superior.
They claimed tqual protection from the laws ; exemption from all forced service
either & the army or navy; and full liberty of religious worship. That par-
liaments might be a more.adequate representation.and exercise of the popular
sovereignty, it was urged that the right of suffrage should be much extended,
and that all such assemblies should be convened anew at the close of every
two years, and the session of each year be a sitting of six months.

These proceedings were opposed with some spirit by the two houses, and
were discountenanced in every practicable waysby Cromwell and Ireton, whe,
whatever may have been their private speculations, were satisfied that the
counfry was In no state to be governed by such principles, and stiil less by such
oJmen.'  That something might be concedegd to the temper of }his' factiqn, the

' Lidlow ¢ with hi€ uSual '
this t : 18 y lent to his plars of personal ambition. But of
e nameBent Eie plang o el B g o T A e

«

( ‘ | :

| ~ “ 'S L k :
€ ¢
« { s AR ; \
: C . o

the several regiments as chaplains,

. y prejudice against Cromwell, ascribes his cong ackin this particular
« to a desire of making the army more subsery : LoCH P

agitators and their alher- :
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parliament agreed to deprive the crown of its negative voice on bills, after
“%passing the lords and comntons; and Cromwell so far yielded*te the™Stream
ag.tosvote with the council of officers upon the resolution that no #urther
atteﬁlpt should be made toward negotiating with the king. = Bu} these con-
cession®*did litle to check the present spirit of insubordination, and it was
manifest tqPsaggcious men that, without prompt and decisive measures to _, <

curl this arregance, all would be lost. i 5 >
- * 9
. ® L4 :
RENDPZVOUS 4T WARE—MUTINY SUPPRESSED 2

Fairfax, who had always lesked on the proceedings of the agitators with

* - suspicion and displeasure, assembled a council of officers to deliberate on the
best means of counteracting tiese proj®ts, and of removing the distempered
feeling in whith tkey originated. * Tt was resolved that thejofficers and agita-

» tors should repair fzom the head-quarters at Pitney to their different regi-

. * ‘mentssin order that their influence (Iln%ht be employed in restoring discipline —
e * the “agents” having been the parties just now most employed in producing

LJthis spirit of discontent, on which botl the country and the parliament began
to leok With alarm. Several places of fendezvous were accordingly appointed,
in the hope of finally adjusting all differences. In the mean time, the general
urged on the parliament the importance of making some speedy arrangement
for the payment of arrears. and on similar matters, as a cousse of proceeding
that coultl not fail of rendering it manifest that the army was still intent on
the good of the kingdom. ° .

“ This was on the 9th of Novetnber, the day after the meeting of the council
of #Hficers at Putney. On the sarge day a petition was presented to the house
fro;ixh:ertain agents of the army — the same who had drawn up “the case”

- of That body — praying the house to take thelatter document into consid-
eration. ‘The “petitidn’’ and the “case” were both condemned, as opposed
_to the privileges of parliament, and to the fundamental government of the

. kingdbm,; but some steps were taken with a view to the payhlent of arrears,
and toward making a better provision for the wants of the soldiers.

20 tt¥% 13th, theappointed rendezvous took placg at Weare, the headquar-
ters having been removed t%o days previously to Hertford. One brigade

» only had received orders to be present on that day; but besides the sixregi-
ments which it included, Ywo others made their appearance. The general
began by reading to each regiment a remonstrance agreed upon by the council
of officers, and addressed the men in such terms as called forth loud applause,
and all seemed to join in the pledge “to adhere to the general,” notwithstand-
ing the efforts made by Scott, Eyre, and others to induce them to declare for
“the Agreement of the £eople.”

But the two regiments present without orders were those commanded by
Harrison and Lilburne, long known, particularly the latter, as the most muti-
nous in the army. Harrison’s regiment appeared with a motto in their hat —
. ‘“England’s freedom,and soldiers’ rights;” but were prevailed on by the gen-
*ents, buj they were such as may Bave originated in a more enlightened regard to the claims

of his country. Mr. Godwin” also, has represeiited Cror®well as insincere in his transactions o
with the king but founds his views on a tissue of surmisings which are much more amusing
than satisfactory. Berkeley ! s'ates that the king distruseed the officers, particularly Cromwell
and Prgtom, becifuse they would not accept of favours from him. Such conduct seemsgto be-
speak the sincer’ty of their dealing with the king, and, to refute ghe slanders which were cir-

*  culgted as to titeirgntended promotion in the king’s govemnment. M?®s. Hutchinson/ %expresses
herself fully satisfied as to Cr@mwell’s sincerity in these proceedings. According to a rumoure ==
. serd abroad by that n@torious court gossip the countess of Carlisle, Charles was pledged to

. créte Cromwell earl of Essex, and to make him commmander of the guard. v




60 S THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND
: ) © s {1647 A.D.]
eral to destroy the mottoes, and ¢éo promise obedience. Cromwell now rode
up to Filburné’s regiment, and called upon them ‘to follow so proper an exams=
ple. But he called in vain. The moment required decision. A council. of
war was called orrthe field, some fourteen of the more mutinous were ’,séized,
three were condemned, and one of this number, chosen by log, was ifnstantly
shot at the head of his regiment. Eleven were placed in the hands of the mar-
shal as a security for the obedience of the test. By this decided method of
proceeding tue beldest were intimidated, and discipline was rgstored.

C

(¢}
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THE KING ESCAPES FROM HAMPTON COURT

> C . g S

Five days before this occurrence, Charles had made his escape from Hemp-
ton Court. He had been led to regafd the ch(inging temper of the army With
apprehension. The officers who endeavoufed to serve him had become on
that account exceedingly uripopular. Irgion was excluded from the council

of his colleagues, and Cromwell was thizatened with impeachment; and the

monarch saw, that, should the effort about to be made to restore subordiza-'
tion prove unsuccessful, not only his thzone, but his life might be in Imminent
danger. But in what quarter should h€ seek an asylum? It was the 4dviee of
some that he should go to London and present himself at once in the house of
lords. But it was objected that such a proceeding would probably lead to a
collision betweem the city and the army, and subject the king to the charge of
encouraging a second war. ' 2

In the mean time, the Scottish cammissioners pressed him to deliver him-
self at once from his perplexities by accepting their propositions. Hzs final
resolution, and one formed probably under. the direction of the parties Svho
had connived at his escape, was to go to the Isle of Wight. Charles withdrew
from Hampton Court on the evening of the 11th of November, and é’fter
riling with his attendants the whole of the night, which"was darkand stormy,
reached Sutton in Hampshire the. next morning at daybreak. Charles at
length determirfed that Ashburnhag and Berkeley should proceed af ofice to
the Isle of Wight, and that, having apprised the governor, Colonel Hammond,
of the assurance tke king had Teceived from Cromwell and others c‘éhcerning\
the dangers which threatened him at Hampton ‘Court, they should express to
him_the confidence of the monarch in his readiness to serve him at such a

crisis, either by affording him protection or favouting his escape.

Hammond listened to the communication of his visitors with distrust and
alarm. He at length professed his readiness to receive the monarch, but it
was In terms s6 cautious as to justify suspicion. The governor accompanied
his guesés on their return to Tichfield, where Ashburnham, leaving him with
Berkeley and another militery officer below, ascended to the king’s apartment,
and, stating what had passed, added that the governor was in the house, pre-
pared to fulfil the pledges he had given. Charles, with that wavering judg-
ment which he so often manifested during these vicissitudes, immediately laid
his hand upon his breast, and exclaimed, “What! have you brought Ham-
mond with you? then I am undone, for I can now stir no more!” Ashburn-
ham was much affected on hearing this expression, and others to thé same
effect; but the king added, t}éa,t things must now take the coutse they had
assumed, and he so far suppressed his feelings, as to‘receive the governor avith
an air qf cheerfulnesls and apparent cordiality. The monarch, /n his Tanding
on the island, was Fdged with much courtesy in Carisbrooke/8agile; and the

“two houses were immediately apprised of his beirg there,

L8

Cumy

Four days subsequent to his landing in the Isle of “Wight, Charles sent a .
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#in thig disaffection Had formed a r
B ‘.blq'ng the king+» trial, and that many®trembled
- t0%hink of what might in that case ensue. The
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. message to the parliament, stating the reasdns which preventedehis Conseating

%o the abolition of.Episcopacy, and to some other things proposed. _About
the satne time Berkeley was sent to the head-quarters of the asmy at Windsor,
to ascgrtain frgn the officers whether, as they had succeeded in their attempt
to subdte the spirit of thg mutineers, they were now prepared to forward a
settlement on the basis of their late propositions.

His communication was = <

made to a c@ufteil of officers, but was received in a manner which gave no®,~

promise of sucegss. It was added, that these communications, which Pad

been made by one regiment gfter another, had
so far intimidated,the more rpoderate men W
Jke council of officers, that evdh Cromwell had
ing gong so far
in fis endeavoyrs to promote andagre@ment wish
the king. It was*lso stated, that the leaders
lution to

&ing, in fhe language of Cromwell, “gpuld not
be teusted.” The army was more thoroughly
persuaded of that fact than himself; and these
two ecircumstances at once determined the
conduct of Cromwell and the fate of the
monarch. ?

, The parliament, in answer tc the letter re-
celved #rom the king, determined that four bills,
relding fo the most material paents at issue,
should be submitted €or his assent, and that a
treaty should be commenced to settle the minor
questions wlich remaired. The first of these
bills provided that the command of the m#itary
should be vested in the parliament duris
the next tgventy years, together with a power
qf resuming that cosnmand egen after that
period,» whenever the two houses should
deem such a proceeding Recessary to the
safety of the kingdom; the second required
a proclamation to be issued, justifying the
acts of the parliament in the late war, and
making void all declarations to the contrary;
the third called upon the king to annul all
patents of peerage of a date subsequent to the removal of the great seal from
London in 1642, and declared that peers created in future should not have
the power of sitting and voting in parliament without the consent of the lords
and commons; and the fourth gave the two houses the power of adjournment
f.rom place to place, aad from time to time, at their own pleasure.’

OLIVER CROMWEIfZ, WAS MARRIED
IN THIS CHURCH _

. v

1 The followging is the account given by Clarendon¥® &t the import of these bills :— ¢ By
one of them he was to confess the war to have been raise&by him, and that he was guilty of
all the blood that had been spili.: By another, he was totally to dissolve the government of the
churclf Jgs ®ishops, and to grant all the lafids belonging to the church to such uses as they®pro-
posed, leaving theQettling a future government in the place thereo® tmfurther time amd coun-
cils. , By a third® h&gvas to grant and settle the militia in $he manner and in the persons pro-
posea, reserving not so much$owgr in himself as any subject was capable of. In the last
place, he was to sacrifice 811 those who had served or adhered to ¢him to the mércy of the par-

liam®nt.” How are we to account for such misrepresentation ?
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2 - of the king was, that nothing which he had hitherto suffered(,
or cmoﬁ?dagszg)isent appre%end,’wodd induce him to give. his assent to these
prel'uzﬁnaries so-long as the matters which were to follow remained uﬂdeéap
mined. Clarles éfppea.rs to have been disposed to this course, partlg._ by. his
fear that the parliament might not be able to make good its overtures against
= < the less friendly temper of the army; and s§111 more by the 1eterference of the
~ _SScotch commissioners, who assured him that Scotland was Willing to forego
" her absolute demands on the matter of the covenant, for the sake of a peace
with him, and in order to prevent the affairs of the country froia passing into
the hands of the Independents. In fact, a treaty to this effect was signed at
Carisbrooke, before the king returned his ansf er to.the two houses. ] <
When Charles despatched that message, ](I‘ was in the hope of beingiable -
to make his escape, and, by placing hifhself it the .
enanters and royalists on the borders of the two kingdomst to accomplish by
a second war what he failed to achieve ip¢the first. But*every attempt so-far
to elude the vigilance of Hammond w#s without effect, t}}ough the mionarch
found means of frequent correspondence with his family and adhererits.
Parliament, on receiving his message, {'lecided that no further address should
be made to him, and the army pledged itself to support the two houses incthat
resolution; and, with a reference to the conduct of the Scots, it was declared
that all persons making an overture to the monarch without consent of par-
liament should e liable to the penalties of high treason.d

THE VOTE OF NON-ADDRESSES AND THE ‘SECOND. CIVIL WAR &

Cromwell exultingly communicated thearesult of the proceedings at Cris-
brooke to Col. Hammond. “The house of commons %as this day voted as
fpllows:—1st. They will make no more addresses to the king; 2nd. None shall
apply to him without leave of the two houses, upon pain of being guilty of high
treason; 3rd. They will receive nething from the king, nor shall any other
bring anything to them from him,%hor receive anything from the king.” The
lords adopted the resolution, after some debate. Unless there be some speedy
change, the end Will be accomplished that the majority in parliament coh-
tended for, “to settle the commonwealth without the king.” That majority
~iL-=e commons was a very formidable one — 141 to 91; and their resolution
is justly described by Hallamm™ as “a virtual renunciation of allegiance.”
But, however the notion of a sovereign representative assembly as the gov-
ernment, suited for England might please the political enthusiasts and the
military fanatics, the great body of quiet people, who desired the protection
of the law under a limited monarchy, were not prepared to endure that a
democracy should be thrust upon them at the point of the sword. Discontent
was very generally spread. Murmurings would shortly grow into revolts.
Cromwell, who saw better than most men the inevitable result of political and
religious discords, whilst the supreme authority was so unsettled, tried to
effect some reconciliation between Presbyterians and Independents. The
dinner at which Cromwell assembled them wag given in vain. “One would
endure no superior, the othér no equal.” 3
. Ludlow,9 who thus deseribes the result of this attempt, relates more
‘minutely the proceedings of another meeting at which he was present.« The
grandees of the hoysesand army, of whom he terms Cromwell tVe head, “would
—— ¢ not declare their judgments‘either for 4 monarchical, aristo%*at‘ica], or demo-

cratical government; maintaining that any of them might be.good in them-
selves, or for us, according as Providence should direct, us.” The commion- .
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wealth’s men boldly declared against monarchy; that the king ha®l hreken
Ris oath, and dissolved their allegiance; maintained that he had appeajed to
thassydrd, and should be called to account for the effusion ef blood; after
which gn equal gommonwealth, founded upon the consent of the people. The.
discussion, sqlemn as it wag, had a ludicrous tedmination. “Cromwell,” says

Ludlow, “professed himself unresolved; and having learned what he could = <

of the principkes®and inclinations 8f those present at the conference, took up e

a cushion and flupg it at my head, and then ran down the stairs; but I over-
took him with ®inother, which made him hasten down faster than he desired.”
Cromwell told Ludlw the nextyday that ‘“he was convineed of the desirable-

- _hoss of what was proposeq, buy*not of the feasibleness of it.”

Taere was a meeting some tifne aftergconducted in a very different mood
by Ctomwell — a‘meeting of offictrg of*the army at Windsor Castle, as reported
by Adjutant-General Allen. These ¥galous men spgnt one whdle day in prayer.
They weresexhorted Hy Cromwell to{gthorough consideration of their actions

» %san atny, and«f their ways as privave Christians. They became convinced

e

that the Lord had departed from them, through “those carnal conferences
which they held in the preceding year gith the king and his party.” They,

* with bitter weeping, took sense and shame of their iniquities. They came to a

clear agreement that it was their duty to go forth and fight the enemies that
had appeared against them. They finally came to a resolution, “That it
was our dygty, that, if ever the Lord brought us back again in peace, to call
Charles Stuart, that man of bjood, to an account for that blood he had shed,
and mischief he had done to his uimost, 8gainst the Lord’s cause and people
in th or nations.”  These men, not hypoecrites, ndt wholly fanatics, are
very terrible in their steyn resolvese They will go forth to fight “the enemies
that §ad appeared aganst them’ — and then! There is a reaction in many
quarters in England. The Scots are preparing to invade. A second civil waw
1s fast approaching.

. When the parliament passed their resdlution to receive noomore commu-
mications from the king, and to forbid all c8rrespondence with him, they pub-
lished a dgglaration imputing all the misfortunes of his reign to himself per-
sqiially, and not to ewil counselors, as had been the ctistom before monarchy
had lost its respect gven in the eyes of those who were opposed to its evil

government, But the natiqn was tired of its distractions. It weariedTor=—===""==<

some permanent settlement that might end the hoarse disputes and subtle
intrigues of parliament and army, of Presbyterian and Independent; that
might free the possessors of rank and property from the dread of avild men with
notions of social equality; that might restore industry to its healthfid func-
tions, and put an end not only to the cost of a standing military force, but to
its fearful resistance to civil power. The desire of the peaceful portion of the
nation was feebly heard amidst the surrounding clamour.

The attempt to express their impatience of existing evils by riot and revolt
was necessarily a vain attempt. This spirit was displayed in the city of Lon-

. »don, at the beginning of April. Cromwell and some of the other leaders

aftend a gommon-council; but they find the Preshyterians indisposed to listen”
to what they gall “their subtleties.” The next day there is a formidable riot.
It is Sunday. -The Puritan strictness in religiows observances, and in minor
matterssJaas come to be luss respected than before the close of the war. Royal-*
ists, amidst theix contempt for what they deem fanatici®ns, are now mixing

" again in the ordis}ry intergourse with the despised roundheads. The theatre

is ngw not wholly prescribed.® On that Sunday, the 9th of April, there are

. apprentices pla,yingi at bowls in Moorfields during church-time. They are
Ll . 3 .
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ered to disperse by the militid” guard; but they fight with the guard, and. .
ﬁi)(lid tl?eir grrofnd. Syoon routed by cavalry, they raise the old ery of “Clubs™;
are joined by the watermen, a numerous and formidable body; fight.on
‘through the night; and in the morning have possession of Lugdlgate .%p,d New-
gate, and have stretched chains across all the great thoroughfares.” p
- There are forty hours of this tumult, in which the prevadlingccry 1s God
_“and King Charles.” At last.a body of cavalry arrive fromacWestminster;
there is an irresistible charge of the men who had ridden down far more terrible
asgailants; and that movement is at an end. - But in many towns tnere are
similar riots. c A T )

In Wales some Presbyterian officers of‘ethe parliamentary army, with
Colonel Poyer at their head, have raised a {Er more fermidable insurreation.-
Pembroke Castle is in their hands. ~They,sdon have possession of Chepstow
Castle. The gentry have proclaimed the,_(;ing. It is a Presbyterian-royalist
insurrection, allied in principle with tl%e*f‘purposes of the moderata Presbyte-
rians of Scotland, who are organising tfieir army for the margh into England.
The Welsh outbreak is somewhat premature ; but nevertheless it.is very fornsid-
able. It is alarming enough to demand the personal care of Lieutenant-
General Cromwell. He leaves London on the 3rd of May, with five regimzents.
The Londoners are glad to be freed from his presence; for a rumour has been
spread that the army at Whitehall are about to attack and plunder the city.
Petitions were“addressed to the commons that the army should remove
further; and that the militia should be placed under the command of Skippon.

The reaction gave the Presbyterians again the command in parliament;
and it was voted on the 28th of April, that the fundamental governmer.t of the
kingdom by king, lords, and commons, sheukd not be changed; and thav the
resolutions forbidding all communication with the kiig should be rescinded.
Popular demonstrations immediately followed the departure of Cromwell.
Surrey gentlemen, freeholders, and yeomen, came to Westminstar with a peti-
tion that the king should be restored with all the splendour of his ancestors. -A
broil ensued between the parliamentary guard and these petitioners, svho asked
the soldiers, “ Why do you stand. here to guard a company of rogues2” Several
of the Surrey mén, and-one of the guard, were killed. The royalists of Kent
organised themselves in a far more formidable ghape. JThey secured Sandwich

wcset-Dover; appointed as general, Goring, Earl of Norwich; and assembled at
Rochester to the number of seven thousand. Troops were raised for the royal
service in the eastern and midland counties.

More dangerous to the ruling powers than all these demonstrations, was
the defection of the fleet. The unsteadiness and the inconstancy, the jealousy
of the government under which the sailors served, belonged to a period when
the government had long been indifferent to the national honour. These
characteristics altogether passed away when the first thought of the English
fleet was how “not to be fooled by the foreigner.” y

The sailors of 1648 put their admiral on shore, and carried their ships to
Holland, to place them under the command of the prince of Wales, who ap-
“peared in the Channel — and did nothing. The royalists were in the highest
exultation. They expected the king soon to be again at their head. 'The

. earl of Holland had turned once more to what he thought would-be the winning
side; and his mansion at Kensington wasiagain the resort of cavaljers. But
- the king does not appear amongst them. An attempt at eseape from Caris-
— . brooke has a second time failed. On the 31st of Mgy, Hampgond wrote to the
- parliament ¢hat the king had again nearly effected hig,escape.
Another dread nofv came over the Presbyterian party. They would
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otiate with the king; but they would te#ke strong measures,agasnst the
roValists. All papists and nfalignants were banished from London under
mazeesetere penalties than before. TFairfax was directed to prpceed wifh all
his force againsg the insurgents in Kent and Essex and the otheg counties
around LShdon. | They issued new ordinances against heresy, which affected

the Independents; and against swearing, which touched the cavaliers very e o

nearly, The general and the army*marched intg Kent; dispetsed, the insur-
gents after an obstinate fight at Maidstone; and by rapid successes, wherever
clse there®was resistance, put down the rising spirit. Lord Goring, after hawe-
ing led several thousand men to lackheath, expecting assistance in London,
was compelled to see the desertiofeof his followers, and he crossed the Thames
7o Bssex. There the contest §ras more prolonged. Lord Capel and Sir

. Charl®s Lucas hgd'collected a larde foree, ith which they intended to march

from Colchester upon London. irfax invested the towm; and for two
neonths fhese was a renewal of the f&gner work of blockade and siege, until

» #he placewas surrendered on the 27th®f August.

e

Phe triumph.of Fairfax was tarnished by an exception to his usual human-
ity. Sir Charles Lucas and Sir George Lisle were tried by court-martial, and

- were shot. . The earl of Holland and the Young duke of Buckingham broke out

in revolt at Kingston-on-Thames, when the main army of the parliament was
investing Colchester. There was an action near Kingston, in which they were
defeated; and passing into Hertfordshire, the remnant was tut up at St.
Neot’s by a detachment from the army of Fairfax, and Holland was taken
prisquer. In all these movements, we see she absence of any supreme organ-
ising er. They were isolated efforts, which were «quickly suppressed.

What€ver miseries England had s&il to endure, it was freed from the misery
of a lopg partisan warfay€.

THE SCOTCH INVASION AND THE BATTLE OF PRESTON (1648 A.D.)
L J

« In Wales, where the resistance to the pasliament was more concentrated,
the presence even of Cromwell was not at first sugeessful. He is before Pem-
breke, but he has no astillery to gnake short work of the.siege.® It was not till
the 10th of July that the town and castle of Pembroke were surrendered to

shim. Six days before the capitulation the Scottish army entered Englasdemmpmmsecemser

under the duke of Hamilton. He was joined by five thousand English under
Sir Marmaduke Langdale. The English general, Lambert, was retreating
before them, having been directed by Cromwell to avoid an engagement, and
to fall back. Two days after the surrender of Pembroke, Cromwe%l was on his
march from the west. He waited not for orders. He knew where h& was
wanted. At this juncture a tharge of treason had been preferred against him
by Major Huntington, an officer of the army, which had been countenanced
by some members of both houses. He was accused of endeavouring, by
betraying the king, parliament, and army, to advance himself. The occasion
avas not opportune for such an attempt. When he left London he was equally
distastefu] to the Presbyterians’ and the eommonwealth’s men — who, with
some, went by £he general name of levellers. 2

The Scottishearmy that entered England couldgiot be regarded as the army
of the $cpfdish nation. The treaty avhich had been concluded with the king
at Carisbrooke gave satisfaction only to a portion of the Bregbyterians. .The
Bcottish parliaties§, influegced by the duke of Mamilton and others, who
professed moderateNpranciples df ecclesiastical government, gave the engage-
anent® of that treaty\their zealous support, especially that clause which pro-

H.W.— VOL. XX °
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vided that g military force should be sent to England to reinstate the king
in his authority. They were in consequence called the “engagers.” But
the, tlergy geperally proclaimed that Charles had not conceded eneugh. for
the estabjishmeit of their form of worship in England to warrant a war for
" his assistance. The marquis of Argyll, and other powerful chiefS who had
« — fought against Montrose, were burning with resentment against the royalists
< of their own country, and were strenuously opposed to what was meant, as an
“ aid to the royalists of England. An army was however raised; and the
eagagers, with a raw and ill-disciplined force, crossed the Border. * .
The march of Cromwell, from the extren/ity of South Wales to the heart
of Lancashire, was accomplished with a r2pidity which belongs only to the
movements of great commanders. He hadyto gather scattered forces«on his
way, and to unite himself with Lambert it Yorkshire. - He was deterfhined
to engage withs an enemy whose nurg}gers were held to double his own.
Through the whole breadth of South Wrales, then a pastoral country, but now
presenting all the unpicturesque combiaations of mining industry, he advanced .
to Gloucester. This forced march of some hundred and fifty miles through_
Wales was an_exhausting commencement. “Send me some shoes for my
poor tired soldiers,” wrote Cromwell to the executive committee 1n London.
At Leicester he received three thousand pairs of shoes. At Nottingham he
confers with Colonel Hutchinson, and leaves his prisoners with him. His
cavalry have pushed on, and have joined Lambert at Barnard Castle. All
Cromwell’s forces have joined the northern troops by the 12th” of August.
The Scots, who, having passed Kendal, had debated whether they would
march direct into Yerkshire, and so on towards Londori, have decided.for the
western road. The duke of Hamilton thinks he is sure of Manchester. Sir
Marmaduke Langdale is their guide through the dwknown ways intop Lan-
cashire, and leads the vanguard. There is very imperfect communication
between the van and the rear of this army. i
On the 16th of August the duke is at Preston. The same night Cromwell
is at Stonyhurst. Langdale, tosthe left of Hamilton’s main body, has ascer-
tained that the dangerous gnemy is close at hand and sends notice to the
duke. “Impossible,”exclaims Hamilton; “he has not had time fo be hegs.”
The next morning Cromwell has fallen upon Sir Marmaduke, and utterly
———=aeuted him, “after a very sharp dispute.” Hamilton’s army is a disjointed:
one. His cavalry in considerable numbers are at Wigan, under the command
of Middleton. When the affair was settled with Langdale, there was a skirm-
ish close by Preston between Hamilton himself and some of Cromwell’s troop-
ers. The duke was separated from his main force of infantry, under Baillie,
but rejoined them only to see the bridge of the Ribble won by the enemy in a
general battle. Cromwell describes the first four hours’ fighting in a country
all enclosure and miry ground, as “a hedge dispute.” This being ended, the
Scots were charged through Preston; and then not only was the bridge of the
Ribble won, but the bridge of Over Darwen. Night was approaching, which
put an end to any further fighting on the 17th. e <
*  The Scottish generals in a cougeil of war determined to march off, as sdon
as it was dark, without waiting for Middleton and his cavalry. The weather
was rainy; the roads heavy:: their men were wet, weary, and hungry. They
: ;eﬂ; }f}ﬁ?ﬁ %}ngi?umtlog behi\?d ; and 1the @ext morning were at Wagan Moor,
‘ 7 number. No general enga :
. BEE  wcld fe ge gagement took pl:‘xceothat day; and

J

Cromwell writes, “We lay that night in the field cloge k5 the enemy;, being
very dirty and weary, and having marched twelve mﬂTa of such ground as L
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never rode in all my life, the day being Vvery qvet.”” The next day the Scots

maved towards Warrington; end after some hard fighting, Gefeml Baillie-

surrendeyed himself, dfficers, and soldiers, as prisoners of war, The duke,
witi Yhree thousand horse, was gone towards Nantwich. Iis course was
undeternsiwded. “The country people were hostile, His own men wete mutin-
ous. He surrenders to Lambert, and is sent prisoner to Nottingham.

The Scottidh arlny was now utterly broken and dispersed. The news of
Hamilton’s complete failure in the invasion of England was the sigftal for the
great Presbyterigneparty that had opposed the policy of the engagers to rise
highland clans. In the western lowlands

y their preachers, marched to Edinburgh.

large bodies of peasalrtry, headec

, Thke memory of thisinsurrect?on ha endured to this hourin the name of Whig.

It wagcalled “the whigghmore rai}l,”’ frer®the word used in the west of Scot-

* tand when the carter urges forward this horses with Whig! whig! (get on); as

the English carter says, Gee! gee! (g&, Argyll was restored to power. The
ost zealgus covenanters were again aWthe head of the executive authority.

* Crorfiwell entered“Scotland on the 20th of September, and was received at

“Hdinburgh, not ds the man to whose might their brave countrymen had been
cothpelled %0 yield; but as the deliverer#from a royalist faction that might
again have put the national religion in peril.»

At the commencement of this second war, a resolution had passed in the
parliament, May 11th, which declared that no quarter should be given to the
persens foumd in arms on the pretence of serving the king. Two years had
passed since a war waged agains? the king hqd ended in making him prisoner ;
and s the parliamentswas now in fact the great authority of the nation, all
men t2&en in arms against it were to be treated as rebels, and became liable to
the penalties of treason. # A council of war was accordingly convened at Col-
chester? on the fate of tlie leading delinquents who had now become prisoners;
and it was deteymined that, in consequence of the innocent blood which they

* had caused to be shed, three of their numbey should suffer death, two of the

coitdemned persons being Sir Charles Lucas apd Sir George Lisle” Capel, and
se%eral others, generously declared that they were themselves as guilty as the
men.doomes®to die, and requested to share in theif fate., But she council ad-
hered to its decision. %

body fell lifeless; Lisle embrac®d it affectionately, and, turning to the soldiers,
bid them approach nearer. One of them said, “Fear not, sir, we shall hit
you.” He replied, “I have been nearer to you, my friends, and you have
missed me.” This sanguinary deed, whoever may have been its #reat mover,
attaches indelible disgrace to all who were parties to it. The royalist§ had
descended to many acts of exuelty; but this proceeding was without parallel
in the history of the civil war. After the ordinance of the 11th of May,
these sufferers might have been dealt with by the civil power as traitors, with
as much appearance of justice as was usually attendant on state prosecutions;
but their death, inflicted under such circumstances, could not fail to exhibit
- thesn, in the view of dispassionate men, as the victims of revenge, and the
martyrs of loyalty. # ’

It was with’great difficulty that Hamilton had prevailed on the estates
in Scotlgnd to concur in the proposed invasion ot% England; and the news ef
his defea#a% once turned the scale against him in that country. Argyll, his
great Qpponent, Qﬂ}( possession of the governmens. Cromwell himself soon
made his appearance in Edfaburgh, and, having done what was gonsidered
e.zxped@nt to secure the ascendancy of the party of Argyll, contented himself

o D)
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« Lucas, making bare his chest, shouted in defiance, “Fire, rebels!” Mis
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with prpcuring that no pefson who had taken arms against the English parlia-
‘ment shoaléi be deemed eligible to any place of trust or emolument. Frem
the extent and the determination of the efforts which were made duﬁnpg this
suramer in faveur of the king, it is manifest that the Presbyterians, 11t gro-
posing so considerable a reduction of the army, must have Qeen Insincere, or
have been almost entirely ignorant of the feeling of the coun‘ry which they
« aspired to govern. The army in whicl},(.accordlng to théir Q(‘Jh'cy, it would
have beerf necessary to confide at this juncture, must have been one Laving
2 its discipline and valour in a great degree to acquire, and oae, in corsequence,
that would, in all probability, have been gpeedily subdued by the English . ..
royalists alone. " yo 4 : <¢ 3 R .
But by a series of actions, which the ravest and the most disciplired
army in Burope could alone have-achievi.d, the risings,in the souty were
suppressed, and the invasion from the nozth was made to endsin the subjection
of the invaders. The Presbyterians, hgwever, continued to flatter themselves
with having acted prudently, inasmu/h as this double overthrow of the roy-
alists must serve to destroy all hope in the king of assistiiice from his faqre *
immediate adherents, while the avowed hostility of the soldiery must showe.
that from them he had everything ta fear — leaving him no prospeet of regdin-
ing his throne, except by such a concurrence with the overtures of the Presby-
terians as should unite them entirely in his favour, and enable them to resist
the machinations and the power of his more relentless opponents.

)

TREATY OF NEWPORY AND ANTIiROYALIST FEELING

Such was the condition and temper of parties, when, the vot&=of non-
addresses being repealed, further negotifition was eutered upon between the
parliament and the king. This treaty, known by %ﬁe name of the treaty of
Newport, was based upon the propositions which had been submitted to the
monarch at Hampton Court; and Charles, after many attempts to evade or -
modify the ‘proposals of the parliamentary commissioners, assented to the
whole, with the following exceptions only:— that the office of ‘the bisheps
should be suspended, for three years, but not abolished; that the Episcopal
lands which had been sold should be reclaifaed, at tle farthest after nidety-
—  ———mmipe years; that an act of indemnity should be passédin favour of his follow-

ers, without exception — so far as to admit thesnost obnoxious of the excepted
persons to compound for their offences; and that the adoption of the covenant
should not be enforced either in his own case, or in that of any other person.
But it soon became evident that the army and the party which adhered
to itvin the city were not disposed to an agreement with the king even upon
his full acceptance of the propositions now sybmitted to him. A petition
was presented to the commons from “thousands of well-affected per-
sons 1n and near London,” which, while it recognised the monarchy and the
peera.ge,‘deprlved them of nearly all their privileges, and prayed that the par-
liament “would lay to heart the blood spilt, and the infinite spoil and havoe
« that had been made of peaceable, harmlesz people; by express commissioa.
from_ the_\ king, and to consider whether an act of oblivion was likely to satisfy
the justice of God, and to appease His remaining wrath,” -
. . The course of proceedfng thus suggested from the city was dwelt upon,
: with the greatest confidence in its rect%tude, by one to another émcthe army.
(Y It was commoriy said that the land had been defiled with_blood, and could
not be cleansed but by the blood of him who hal shed it*”and petitions were
presented to Fairfax from the regiments under Iretda -”Ihdelngoldsbyz which

2
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urged that “impartial and steady justice shduld be done upon gll c#iminal

persons, that the samg course ghould be taken in the case of king ot lord, as

in that cof the poorest commoner; and that all persons who shquld speak.or
act in behalf of the king, until acquitted of the charge of shéddingginnocent
blood, might be proceeded against as traitors” This petition was pre-
sented on the 8th, of October. On the 20th of November, a remonstrance,
adopted unanimeusly by the council®f officers, was presented by a deputation
from that body, and recommended to the attention of the house by Fairfax,
in which it was arded that the present treaty with the king should be abana
~ doned, and that judici#l procejlings should be instituted against him, on
account of the evils done by hinl» that the monarchy should be elective;
tigit fyture parliaments should bé} annual or biennial, with a sure provision
for their being regularly convened; th#T the elective franchises should be
rendered more géneral and equal; a%that no monarch shoudd be allowed a
negative voice on billss \ i
+ ® ‘The Psesbyterians, when these demahds came before them, opposed them
with €ourage and, perseverance, and on a division exhibited a large majority.
They knew the feeling of the country to be against such extreme measures;
and thgy Hoped, by a speedy agreement with the king, to overwhelm the
abettors of them with confusion. But the military leaders were not ignorant
that such was the policy of their opponents, and they adopted means for the
~ greater security of the king’s person. Nor could Charles avoll seeing the
danger which threatened him. He accordingly, as in the eleventh hour, con-
sented, with still smaller modifiéations, to the most obnoxious of the proposi-
tions’from the two houses. He did not agree, even at this time, to abolish
Episcopacy,”or to alienate its wealtyfor ever, but he allowed the restoration
of them to be matters d#pendent on the pleasure of parliament.
Chatles, in parting from the parliamentary commissioners, expressed his
_ fears that what he had fiow done would prove to have been done too late.
On_ the following morning news was privatelysconveyed to him that an armed
fogce was®on its way to make him prisoner. ~#lis attendants entreated him to
consul$ his safety by an immediate escape; but he spoke of his promise to
waifetwenty days for thg answer of parliament; of ‘his pledge not to break the
parole which had been granted to him; and clung to so many sources of hesi-

sation, that night cam& and, instead of flying for his life, he retired to Ris.—

chamber. About midnight the expected force arrived; early in the morning
the king was summoned to leave his present lodgings; and in the course of
that day was committed a prisoner to Hurst Castle, an edifice standing on a
low projecting piece of land, joined by a narrow causeway to the coast of
Hampshire. The removal of the king from Carisbrooke was on the 30th
of November. On the day preceding, a declaration wes issued by the officers,
which described the majority of the parliament as consisting of men who, in
the possession of power, had ceased to value their principles, and set forth, in
obseure, but significant terms, the high trust which at this extraordinary
cpisis had been committed by tht.a manifest will of Providence to the army.d

a2
PRIDE'S PURGE

- L.i ? .' ©
On tie Rionday the commons are debating all day — hey are debating
till five o’clock &= Tuesday morning the 5th of December, 1648 — whether
the king’s concessioss ip the treaty of Newport are a ground of settlement.
The practised orators ‘ga.ve been heard again and again of this great question.
S . :
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There #s an old man amongst them — one who has only been a member three
 weeks —twho boldly stands up for the cause of fallen majesty. He is no royal

fayBurite, he says. The favours he has received from the king andchis party

were, the loss Of his two ears — his pillorings, his imprisonments, his fines.

It was Prynne, who spoke for hours; with honest energy, but with no great

prudence when he described the army at their very doors %s “inconstant,

mutinous, and unreasonable servants.” eYet, whatever might have been the
effect of this’learned man’s courageous effort for reconciliation, the very
recital of his ancient sufferings must have revived in some’a bitter recollection

of past tyrannies, and a corresponding dffad of their return. The house® <

decided, by one hundred and twenty-ni®: to Gelghty-fhree, that the king’s

concesslons are a ground of settlement. ades el
There was another assembly oti¢the same day whose-resolutions &t that
moment were ¢f more importance even /ian a vote of the corfimons. "Ludlowg
says, “Some of the principal officers b?f"ﬁhe army came to London with expec-
tation that things would be brought’to this issue, and consulting =vith some,
members of parliament and others, it was concluded, after a full and fiee
debate, that the measures taken by the parliament were contrary to the trust
reposed in them, and tending to cofltract the guilt of the blood th&t had been
shed, upon themselves and the nation: that it was therefore the duty of the
army to endeavour to put a stop to such proceedings.” They went about
this work ire a very business-like manner. “Three of the members of the
house, and three of the officers of the army, withdrew into a private room to
attain the ends of our said resolution; when we agreed that the army should
be drawn up the next morning, and guards placed it Westminstex_hali, the

Court of Requests, and the Lobby; thatpone might be permitted to pass into

the house but such as continued faithful to the puliiic interests. To this end

we went over the names of all the members, oné by one. Commissary-

General Ireton went to Sir Thomas Fairfax, and dcquainted him with the

necessity of this extraordinary way of proceeding.” Lieutenant-General

Cromwell was still in the nortk. s s

What was thus deliberately resolved on the 6th of December was as
promptly effetted or the 7th. ~An order is given that the traitted bands of
the city shall withdraw from their accustomed duty_of guard at Westminster.

—=={clonel Rich’s regiment of horse take up a position or’that morning in Palacz
Yard. Colonel Pride’s regiment of foot throng Westminster Hall, and block

up every entrance to the house of commons. Colonel Pride has a written list

of names in his hand — the names of those against whom the sentence of
exclusion has been passed. As the members of the house approach, Lord e
Grey of Groby, who stands at the elbow of Colonel Pride, gives a sign or word
that such a one is to pass, or to be turned back.c Forty-one were ordered that

day to retire to “the queen’s court.”

_ It is easier to imagine than to describe the indignation expressed by the
ejected. They are kept under restraint all the day; and in the evening are
conducted to a tavern. There were two taverns abutting upon and partly
under the hall, known as “Hegven” and ““Hell” — very ancient places of
refreshment much used %oy the lawyers in term-time; mentioned by Ben
Jonson; and which, with a third house called “Purgatory,” are recited in a
grant of the time of Henry VII. To “Hell,” pérhaps without the intention of
a bad joke, these forty-one of the parliamentary majority were led, and lodged
for the night. “The process went on for several days; till sesne hundred mem-
bers are disposed of. Before the minority have obtained¢an entire ascendancy
Colonel Pride is questioned for his conduct; but no satiifaction is given. The

(
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house makes a show of disapprobations buf; the serjeant-at-arms has brought
‘» message that the excluded members are detained by the army ¢ and business
proceegs as if the event were of small consequence. .
" Cromwell has arrived on the night after the sharp m~dicine known as
“ Prides,purge® has been administered; and, says Ludlow, “lay a® Whitehall -
where, and a# other placesyhe declared that he had not been acquainted with

this design; *yet Since it was done he was glad of it, and would endeavour to ;=%

mailitain it.”" Vane, who had spoken vehemeftly in the gréat debate of the o
4th, against ageepting the king’s concessions as 2 ground of settlement, eyen
bholdly proclaiming himself foma republic, appears to have taken no part in
* the illegal proceeditszs which la}] the parliament at the feet of the army. He
, =zetired to his estate, and did nct come again to parliament till a month after
the #lnal blow against inonarchy'had haen struck. The parliamentary minor-
* + ity, being now almost unanimoussin their resolve to overthrow the existing
government, though perhaps not y agreed as tothe mode of accomplishing
, this as'far’ as regarded the person otsthe king, voted to rescind all the votes
' :[vll;ffch had recently passed as to the grounds of a settlement. Another act of

" .' itary power soon marshalled the way to a resolution of such doubts.

THE KING TAKEN TO WINDSOR

The drawbridge of Hurst Castle is lowered during the night of the 17th of

Decembers and the tramp of a troop of horse is heard by the wakeful prisoner.

He calls for his attendant Herbert, who is sent to ascertain the cause of this

mitlnight commotion. He is informed that the troop are to conduct him to

Windgor. » Two days after, the king sets out. At Winchester he is received

in state by the mayorand aldertien; but they retire alarmed on being told

that the house has voted all to be traitors who should address the king. The

king urged his desire t@ stop at Bagshot, and dine in the forest at the house cf

Lord Newburg. He had been apprised that his friend would have ready for

Jiim a horse of extraordinary fleetness, wif, which he might make one more

“cffort to escape. The horse had been kicked by another horse the day before,

a?d was abeless. That last faint hope was gote. Opn the night of the 23rd

of December the king slept, a brisoner surrounded with hostile guards, in the

- noble castle which ire the days of his youth had rung with Jonson’s lyrics and

ribaldry; and the gypsy of the masque had prophesied that his “name 1n

peace or wars, nought should bound.” But he had an undoubting confidence

that he should be righted, by aid from Ireland, from Denmark, from other

. kingdoms: “I have three more cards to play, the worst of whieh will give me

back everything.” After three weeks of comparative comfort, the etiquette

observed towards him wasJaid aside; and with a fearful sense of approaching

calamity in the absence of “respect and honour, according to the ancient

practice,” he exclainied, “is there anything more contemptible than a despised

prince?”’

4 During the month in which Charles had remained at Windsor, there had

» * Bkeen proceedings in parliament of which he was imperfectly informed. On
the day*he arrived there, it was resolved by thescommons that he should be
brought to tfial. On the 2nd of January, 1649, it was voted that, in making
war against the parliament, he had been guilty’ of treason; and a high court,
was app8inted to try him. One hundred and fifty commissioners were to
» compose the equrt — peers, members of the coramons, aldlermen of London.

The ordinance wos sent 1 the upper house, and was rejected. On the 6th, ®
a frpsh ordinaiice, 1dclaring that the people being, after God, the source of all

‘ .
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jﬁst i)ower, the representatives of the people are the supreme power in the

nation; and that whatsoever is enacted or declared for law by the commonss

in parliament hath the force of a law, and the people are‘concluded thereby,
lth(f)ug‘h the corisent of king or pee;‘s be not had thereto. Asserting this
power, so uiterly opposed either to the ancient constitution of the meuarchy,
or to the possible working of a republic, there was no hesitation in consti-

tuting the high court of justice in the name of the commions ‘alone. The

number of members of the court was now reduced to one hundred and thirty-

five. They had seven preparatory meetings, at

which only fifty-eight members attended.
Algernon Sidng’y, although-bent upon a repub-

ject of a<ammonwealth would fail, if the king’s

irritated by these scruples, exclaimed, “No one

cruelty, inc a few men who had obtained a tem=
porary ascendency. These men were, on the con-
trary, the organs of a wide-spread determination
amongst thousands throughout the country, who
had long preached and argued and prophesied
about vengeance on “the great delinquent’’; and
who had ever in their mouths the text that “blcod
defileth the land, and the land cannot be cl&ansed
of the blood th&Uis shed therein, but by the blood
of him that shed it.” They nad visions of a tiieoc-
racy, and were impatient of an earthly king.

Do we believe, as some, not without reasonable
grounds, may believe, that the members of thé

upon a simulated religious confidencex. Do we
think that, in the clear line of action which Crom-
—A Gavauer or tae 17ta Well especially had laid déwn for his guidance,
CENTURY he cloaked his worldly ambition under the guise

of being moved by some higher impulse than

that of taking the lead in a political revolution? Certainly we do not.
The infinite mischiefs of assuming that the finger of God directly points out
the way to believers, when they are walking in dangerous and devious paths,
may be perfectly clear to,us, who calmly look back upon the instant events
which followed upon Cromwell’s confidence in his solemn ecall to a fearful
duty. But we are not the more to believe, because the ‘events have a char-
acter of guilt in the views of most persons, that such a declared conviction
was altogether, or in any degree, a lie. Those were times in which men
believed in the immediate direction(,of a special Proviflence in great under.-
takings. The words, “God hath gifen us the victory,” were not with them
a mere form. If we trace amidst these solemn impulses the workings of a
deep sagacity — the union of he fierce resolves ofea terrible enthusiasm with
the foresight and energy of an ever-present common-sense — we ar@°uot the

more to conclude that their spiritualism, or fanaticism, or whatever we please -«

to call their ruling principle, was less sincere by being mided up with the
ordinary motives through which the affairs of the Worl%f Ig%?e carrigd on.
{

life were touched. It is related that Cromwell, - -
will stir. I Zell you, we will cut his head off with _

the crown upon it.” Such daring may appear fae. :
result of ambition, of fear, or revenge, or innate &

high court of justice expressed such convietions®

lic, opposed the tr al, apprehending that the pro~. .

o
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s THE KING BEFORE THE HIGH COURT AR o
On,the 19th of January, Major Harrison appeared again ab Windsor with
. his'troop. There was a coach with six horses in the cowrt-yard, in Wwhich
. the kit took fis seat; and, once more, he entered London, and®was lodged
"~ at St. James*s Palace. The next day, the high court of justice was opened
~ in Westminstgr Plall. The king eame from St, James's in agsedan; and after o
" the hames of the members of the court had been ¢alled,sixty-nthe being present,
: Bradshaw, thepivsident, ordered the serjeant to bring in the prisoner. Silently
- the king sat down in ¢he chaiyprepared for him. He moved not his hat, as
* e looked sternly £nd contemp:\iously around. The sixty-nine rose not from
+ =their seats, and remained ®coveled.
™ was scarcaly. eight years since 4 was a spectator of the last solemn
* * trial in this hall — that of Straﬁsd. What mighty evends have happened
since that, time! There are menbrials hanging from the roof which tell
. «such .history as his saddest fears Sn the hour of Strafford’s death could
'~ schreely have sfaped out. The tattered banners taken from his cavaliers at
"= Marston Moor'and Naseby are floating above his head. There, too, are the
same memorials of Preston. But sti®l he looks around him proudly and
severely. Who are the men that are to judge him, the king, who, says Black-
stone, “united in his person every possible claim by hereditary right to the
English as well as the Scottish throne, being the heir botheof Egbert and
William the Conqueror?” These men are, in his view, traitors and rebels,
from Bradshaw, the lawyer,*who sits in, the foremost chair calling himself
loM-prgsident, to Cromwell and Marten in the back sgat, over whose heads
are t.hfered-cross of England and the harp of Ireland, painted on an escutcheon,
whilst the proud bearipgs of a lin® of kings are nowhere visible. Under what
Jaw %oes this insolent president address him as “Charles Stuart, king of
England,” apd say, “The commons of England being deeply sensible of th®
calamities that have been brought upon thjs nation, which are fixed upon you
4s the pripeipal author of them, have resolyed to make inquisition for blood”?
®He will defy their authority.
» The ckrk reads the charge, and when he is atcused thereia of being tyrant
and trajtor, he laugh in the fce of the court. “Though his tongue usually
< hesitated, yet it was*Very free at this time, for he was never discompoged in
mind,” writes Warwick.? ®And yet,” it is added, “as he confessed himself
to the bishop of London that attended him, one action shocked him very
much: for whilst he was leaning in the court upon his staff, which had a head
. of gold, the head broke off on a sudden. He took it up, but teemed uncon-
cerned, yet told the bishop it really made a great impression upon him.” It
was the symbol of the treagherous hopes upon whigh he had rested — golden
dreams that vanished in this solemn hour. Again and again contending
against the authority of the court, the king was removed, and the sitting was
adjourned to the 22nd. On that day the same scene was renewed; and again
on the 23rd. A growing sympathy for the monarch became apparent. The
» * ories of “Justice, justice,” which were hgard at first, were now mingled withe
“God s2ve the king.” .

He had ré&used to plead; but the court nevertheless employed the 24th
and 25th of January in coBecting evidence to frove the charge of his levying.
war aghtthst the parliament. Coke, the solicitor-general, then demanded

: whether the eagrt would proceed to pronouncingssentence;® and the members
adjourned to thw painte® chamber. On the 27th the public sitting was *©
resymed. WHen t§¢ name of Fairfax was called, a veice was heard from the
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“ He has too much wit to be here.” The king was brought in; and, :
ng&ﬂ};r}jc’he°p:esident addressed the commissioners, and salsi that the prisoner
was before the court to answer a charge of high treason, and other crimes
brought against'him in the name of the people of England, ’E:heryowe from the
gallery was‘again heard, “It’s a lie — not one half of them.” The voige came
from Lady Fairfax. The court, Bradshaw then stated, had agreed upon the

~ asentence. Ludlowd records that the king 3 desired to maké one’proposition

« before they proceeded to sentefice; which he earnestly pressing, as that which
he thought would lead to the reconciling of all parties, and tc-the peacs of the
three kingdoms, they permitted him to offer it the effect of which was, that e
he might meet the two houses in the painted chamber, te‘whom he doubted :
not to offer that which should satisfy and secyre al: interests.” Ludloyv goes.
on to say, “Designing, as I have bes® since informed, to propose his awn
resignation, and the admission of his son fo the throne upon.such terms as
should have been agreed wpon.” ¢ AT : ‘

The commissioners retired to deliberate, “and being satisfied, upon debate, 53
that nothing but loss of time would be the consequence of it, they returned.  °
into the court with a negative to his demand.” Bradsh_aw ’ghen delivered a =
solemn speech to the king, declaring hog he had through his reign endeavoured
to subvert the laws and introduce arbitrary government; how he had at-
tempted, from the beginning, either to destroy parliaments, or to render
them subservient to his own designs; how he had levied war against the par-
liament, by the terror of his power to discourage for ever such assemblies from
doing their duty, and that in this war many thousands of the good people
of England had lost their lives. The clerk was commanded to read %he
sentence, that his head should be severed from his body; “and the. cornmis-
sioners,” says Ludlow, “testified their unfmimous assent by standing up.”
The king attempted to speak; ““ but being accounted dead in law, was not-per-
Tuitted.” -

On the 29th of January, the court met to sign the sentence of execution;
addressed to ‘“Colonel Francis Hacker, Colonel Huncks, and Lieutenant-
Colonel Phayr, and to every one of them.” This is the memorable document —

~ L 1
“ Whereas Charles Stuait, king of England, is and gtandeth cor 7icted, attainted and coi.-
demned of High Treason and other high Crimes : and Sentence yvon Saturday last was pro-
nouncgd against him by this Court, to be put to death by the severing of his head from his .
body ; of which Sentence execution remaineth to be done : ¢
‘““These are therefore to will and Tequire you to see the said Sentence executed, in the open
street before Whitehall, upon the morrow, being the thirtieth day of this instant month of
January, between the hours of ten in the morning and five in the afternoon with full effect.
And for so doing, <his shall be your warrant,
. ‘“And these are to require all Officers and Soldiers, and others the good People of this Na-
tion of England, to be assisting unto you in this service.
‘“Given under our hands ani seals, o
‘“JOHN BRADSHAW.,
‘“THOMAS GREY.
‘““OLIVER CROMWELL,”
And fifty-six others.

Silihe statements. of the _heartlessl‘ buffoonery, and tne daring violence of © «
Cromwell, at the time of signing the warrant, must be received with some
suspicion. He smeared Henry Marten’s face with the ink of ‘his pen, and
Marten in return smeared his,Ssay the narratives. o Probably so. ‘With refer-
ence to this anecdote it has been wisely observed by Foster, ¢ “Sucli “toys of
desperation’ commonly bukble up from a deep flowing stream below.” .

“ Another anecdote is told by Clarendon® ; that, Coionel I dsby, one who
signed the warrant, was forced to do so with great violencle*, by-Cromwell ‘and

C
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others: “and Cromwell, with a loud daughter, taking his hand in his, and put-
ting the pen between his fingers, with his own hand writ ‘ Richasd Ingoldsby,’
he making all thé resistance he could.” Ingoldsby gave this relatian, in the
dbsite to obtain a pardon after the Restoration; and to cenfirm his story he
said,eif his hame there were compared with what he had ever*writ himself,
it could never be lookedsupon as his ownhand.” Warburton in a note upon

this passage, s2ys, “The origina] warrant is still extant, and Ingoldsby’s namg

e

He rasigned, hieself to it with calmness and dignity.”
( J z
e
°
GUIZOT'S ACCOUNT OF CHARLES' EXECUTION

[ -

® Before reading his last sentence Bradshaw addressed, to the king a long
discourse — a solemn apology for the parliameat’s conduct: he recounted all
the $gults of which*the king had been guilty, and referred all the evils of the
%ivil war to h¥n alone, since his tyranny had rendered resistance a duty as well
as a necgssity. The language of the speaker was severe and bitter, but grave,
pious, *free from insult, and expressige of an evidently profound conviction,
although mingled with something of a vindictive character. The king listened
to him without interruption, and with equal gravity. Still, as the discourse
drew towards its close, visible agitation took possession of him; and as soon
as Bradshaw had finished speaking, he attempted himself to speak. Bradshaw
would not permit this, butr ordered the clerk to read the sentence. When it
avas finished, Bradshaw said, The sentence now read and published is the act,
sentenee, judgment, and resolution of the whole court;” and the whole court
rose in token of assent. it

. 0“Sir ” said the king, suddenly, “will you hear me a word ?”’
e Bradshaw.—Sim, you are not to be heard after sentence.” ?

The king.—* No, sir ?”’

Bradshaw.—“No, sir; by your fvour, sir. Guards, withdraw your
prisoner!”’ e :

* Theeking.—“I may speak after sentence;_ by your favour, sir, I may speak
after my sentence®ever. Bw your favour—” e

“Hold!” said Bradshaw.

“The sentence, sir — Psay, sir, I do — I am not suffered to speak. “Expect
what justice other people will have!”

At this moment, the soldiers surrounded him, removed him from the bar,
and conveyed him with violence as far as the place where his sedan-chair was
waiting for him. He had, while descending the staircase, to enduresthe gross-
est insults: some threw, their lighted pipes before him as he passed; others
blew the smoke of their tobacco into his face; all shouted in his ears, “J ustice!
Execution!” Ansid these cries, however, others were still to be heard occas-
ionally from the people, “God save your majesty! God deliver your majesty
out of such enemies’ hands!” And until he was seated in the chair, the bearers
of it remained with®their heads uncovered, notwithstanding the commands_of
Axte¥, who even went so far as to strike them for their disobedience. They
set out for*Whitehall: on both sides, the way was lined with troops; before all
the, shops, doors, and windows, there were erowds of people, most of them
silent’, ®some weeping, some praying aloud for the king. The soldiers®inces-
santly renewed their cries of “Justice! justige! Exécution! execution!” in
otder to celebrate the#r triumph. But Charles had recovered his wonted
s.erenity, anel, tooshaughty ‘to believe in the sincerify of their hatred, he said

his no such mark of its being wrote in that manner.” The-king knew his fate.s

—
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as he came out of his ch’z’zir, “Poor souls! for a piece of money they would do so
for their commanders! .

As saon as he reached Whitehall, he said to Herbert, “ Hark ye! my nephew |

the pririce elector Wil endeavour to see me, and some other lords that love me:
which I should take in good part; but my time is short and precious, and I am
desirous to improve it as best I may in preparation. T hope they wl not take
=" it ill that none have access now to me but my children. The Dest office they
«can do me is to pray for me.” He then sent a request that his young children,
the princess Elizabeth and the duke of Gloucester, who remained under the
- care of the parliament, might come to him; he also sent for Juxon, the bishop
of London. Both requests were granted. The next day, the 28th, the
bishop came to St. James’s, whither the king had just Leen transferred. When
he first met the king again, he burst into uncontrollable lamentations. “Leave
off this, my lord,” said Charles, “we have not time for it; let us think of our
great work, and prepare to meet that great ‘God, to whom, ere long, I am to
give an account of myself; and I hope I shall do it with peace, and that you
will assist me therein. We will not talk of these rogues, in whosc hands T am:
they thirst after my blood, and they will have it; and God’s will be done! 1
thank God I heartily forgive them, and I will talk of them no more.” He
passed the rest of the day in pious conference with the bishop.

On the next day, the 29th, almost at daybreak, the bishop returned to St.
James’s. When morning prayers were over, the king brought out a box con-
taining broken crosses of St. George and the order of the Garter: “You see,”
said he to Juxon and Herbert, ‘all the wealth nov. in my power to give to my
two children.” They were brought tohim. The princess Flizabeth, who wag
twelve years old, on seeing her father burst into tears; the duke of Gloucester,
who was only eight, wept when he saw the tears of his sister. Charles took
them on his knee, shared his jewels among them, comforted his daughter, gave
her counsels as to the books she should read in order to foriify her mind against
the papacy, charged them to tell their brothers that he had forgiven his
enemies, and their mother that his thoughts never wandered from her; and
that he would love her up to the last moment as he had loved her on their
marriage-day. Then turning to-the little duke, “Sweetheart,” he sai¢, « they
will soon cut off thy father’s head.” The child locked steadiastly at him, with
a very serious air. ““Mark, child, what I say: they will ¢ut off my head and
perhaps make thee king; but mark what I say, thow must not be king so long
as thy brothers Charles and James live; but they will cut off thy brothers’
heads if they can catch them ; and thine, too, they will cut off at last! There-
fore, T charge thes, do not be made a king by them.” “T will be torn in pieces
first,” replied the child, with great fervour. Charles kissed him passionately;
placed him on the ground, kissed his daughter, blessed them both, and prayed
God to bless them; then suddenly rising, “ Have them taken away,” he said to
Juxon. The children sobbed. . The king, standing upright, resting his head
against the window, repressed his tears; the door was opened, and the children

his arms, blessed them once more, and, tearing kimself dt length from their .

caresses, fell on his knees and prayed with the bishop and Herbert, the sole
witnesses of this affecting farewell. b
: Oql{us last morning, after fow: hours’ profound sleep, Charles rose from his
bed. *“T ha,v% a great work to do this day,”” sid he to Herbert, “I must get up
Immediately; . and <hé commenced his toilet. Herbert, in his agitation,
combed his hair with less care than usual. “I pray you,” said the king,
though my head be not dong to stand on my shbulders, ttke the same paitis

<
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with it as you were wont to do. Thisis my second marriage-day. I would be
+ as trim to-day as may be; fpr before night}‘,I hope to be espoused jo'my blessed
Jesus.” As he was dressing, he asked to have an extra shirt: “The seagon is so
stiarp,” he said, “as probably may make me shake, which gorne observers will
imaging proc®ds from fear. I would have no such imputatior?; I fear net
death; death is not ternble to me. I bless my God that I am prepared.”
Shortly after daybreak Bishop Juxon arrived, and commenced the religious, ™
exercises of *the day. Several companies of infantry were drawn up in the o
park, and formed a double line on his passage; a detachment of halberdiers
marched in “front, with flying banners; drums were beating — their noise
drowned all otherssounds. At the king’s right hand was the bishop; on his
,  left was Colonel Tomlinsen, the commander of the guard. His head was un-
coyrered, and Charles was so moved with the marks of respect which he showed
that he requested him not to move from his side till the lasp moment. Charles
conversed with him on the way, spoke of his funeral, and of the persons to
whom, hé desired the care of it should be entrusted: his whole air was indica-
* . &ve of calmness and serenity; his look was steady and penetrating; his step
was firm, and he walked even more quickly than the soldiers, expressing sur-
® prise a4 their slow pace. B
On arriving at Whitehall, he mounted the stairs with a light step, passed
along the great gallery, and entered his bedroom, where he was left alone with
the bishop, who had prepared to administer the sacrament. Some Inde-
pendents ministers, Nye and Goodwin, among others, knocked at his door,
saying that they desired %o offer their services to the king. The bishop
seplied by telling them that the king was at his own private devotions. They
still gressed their-services. “Then thank them from tne,” said Charles to the
bishop, “for the tender of them®elves; but tell them plainly that they, that
ha-#e so often and catiselessly prayed against me, shall never pray with me in
this agony, They nray, if they please, pray for me, and I'll thank them for
it”” They retired. The king kneeled, received the holy communion from
* the bishop’s hands, and rising from hi$ knees, with a cheerful and steady
e countenance, “ Now,” said he, “let the rdgues come; I have heartily forgiven
Jhem, and am prepared for all I am to undergo.” His dinner had been pre-
pared, but he had #esolved t® touch nothing after the sacram®nt; the bishop
. expostulated with htm, reminded him how long he had fasted, how severe the
weather was, and how some fit of fainting might seize him upon the geaffold,
which he knew he would regret, on account of the interpretation his murderers
would put upon it. The king yielded to these representations, and took a
giece of bread and a glass of claret. At one o’clock Hackes knocked at the
0or. o
The king walked to the scaffold, with his head erect, looking about him on
all sides for the people, intending to speak to them; but the space all round
was filled with trcops, so that no one could approach. He turned towards
Juxon and Tomlinson, and said, “I shall be very little heard of anybody else;
T shall, therefore, speak a word to you here,” and accordingly he addressed to
. * . them a short speecll that he had prepared; it was grave and calm, even to
frigidity, its sole object being to maintain that he was in the right — that
contempt £8r the rights of the sovereign had been the true cause of the miseries
of the people — that the:people ought to hawe no share in the government —
and $h&t on this condition only ‘would the kingdom recover its libertiés and
tranquillity. While he was speaking, some ong touchéd sthe axe. He turned
round hastily, saying, “sDo not hurt the axe that may hurt me.” And afte»
hiss address was fiished, somme one again approached it. “Take heed of the
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axe! pra , take heed of the axe!”” he repeated in a tone of alarm. The pro-
founcﬁzstysﬁence prevailed; he put a silk cap on his head, apd, addressing the -
executiqner, said, “ Does my hair trouble you?” The man begged his majesty
to put‘it under his eap. The king so arranged it, with ‘,c’he help of the bishop.

“I have a géod cause and a gracious God on my side,” said he, while <doing
his. 7 X
i t “There is but one stage more,” said Juxon; “the stage is turbulent and
o troublesome; it isa short one; but you may consider it will soon carry you a
very great way; it will carry you from earth to heaven.” “IFgo from.a cor-
ruptible to an incorruptible crown, where no dlsturbapce can be,” answered ]
the king; and, turning towards the executioner, he said, “Fs my hair well?”
He took off his cloak and gave it to the bishop, saying at the same time 1
“Remember!” It was never known to what this injunctjon referred. e
then took off his coat, put on his cloak again, and looking at the block, said to
the executioner, “ You must set it fast.”  “It is fast, sir,” was the reply. The
king told him to wait while he offered up a short prayer; “When I put ojt my,
hands this way,” said he, stretching them out, “ then—— " He passed a few. - =~ €
minutes in meditation, uttering a few words in a low tone of volce, raised his
eyes to heaven, kneeled, placed his head on the block: the executioner touched
his hair in order to put it more completely under his cap; the king thought he
intended to strike. “Stay for the sign,” he said. “ Yes, I will, an’t please
your majesty,” said the man.

After an instant, the king stretched out his hands; the axe fell, sand -his
head was severed from his body at a single blow. “Behold the head of 2
traitor!” cried the executioner, holding it up to the view of the people; a
long, deep groan rose from the multitude; many rushed to the foot of the
scaffold in order to dip their handkerchiefs fn the king’s blood. Two bodies
of cavalry, advancing in different directions, slowly dispersed the ergwd.

The scaffold was cleared, and the body was taken away. It was already
enclosed in the coffin, when Cromwell desired to see it: he looked at it atten-
tively, raised theé head with his own hands as if to assure himself that # was
really severed from the trunk, and remarked upon the sound and vigorous °
appearance of the body, which he said, promised a long life. % ,

The coffin"Tfemained at Whitehall for seven (ays, expésed to public view:
an 1immense concourse of people pressed to the door, but few obtained per- .
mission to enter. On the 6th of February, by th& order of the commons, it
was del,lvered to Herbert and Mildmay, who were authorised to bury it in St.
George’s Chapel, in Windsor Castle, in a vault which also contains the remains
of Henry VIII. « The funeral procession was decent but not pompous. Six
horses, cevered with black cloth, drew the hearse ; four carriages followed,
two of which, also covered.with black cloth, carried those faithful servants
who had attended upon the king in his last hours, and those who had accom-
panied him to the Isle of Wight. On the next day, the 8th of February, the
duke of Rlchmqnd, the marquis of Hertford, the earls of Southampton and
Lindsay, and Bishop Juxon, arrived at Windsor, having come with the con-
sent of the commons to attend the funeral. TheSe words only were engraveds
on the coffin: Charles, Rex. 1648 ‘

As they were removing the body from the interior of the castle to the
CJﬁa-pql, the weather, which unfll then had been clear and serene, suddenly
changed; snow fell ‘ahundantly ; the black velvet pall was entirely ¢dvered
o ['0ld Style. The year in England began at that time on the 24th of March, as it had not

yet been arranged according to the Gregori:
: gorian calendar. Tkerefore th
the day of Charles death, corrésponds to the 9th of Februareyfelgig, ine\'osl?lfl;'::rﬂanuary, 16‘.4&
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with it, and the servants of the king were pleased- to see, in the sudden white-
mess that covered their unforsunate master’s coffin, a symbol of *his innocence.
The pgocession arrived at the spot selected for sepulture, and BishopeJuxon
was preparing o officiate according to the rites of the Anglican church, when
Whicheatt, the governor of the castle, objected “that it was improbable the
parliament vPould permit the use of what they had so totally abolished, and
therein destrqy their own act,” aad he would not permit the service to be so
performed. They submitted; no religious ceremony took-place, the coffin
was lowered ipt8 the vault, all left the chapel, and the governor closed .the
doors. The house of sommons had an account of the expenses of the funeral
laid before them, *and allowed five hundred pounds to pay them. On the

“very day of the king’s d@th, before any messenger had left London, they

pukfished an ordinance declaring any one to be a traitor who should proclaim

* in his place, and as his successor, “Charles Stuart, his sons commonly called

prince of Wales, or any other person whatever.® On the 6th of February,
after #long debate, and in spite of the opposition of twenty-nine voices against
{dty-four membpers, the house of lords was formally abolished.r

VARIOUS ESTIMATES OF THE EVENT
Clarendon: Milton: Guizot: Knight

Tt is Scarcely necessary that we should offer any opinion upon this tre-
mendous event. The world Rad never before seen an act so daring conducted
with such a calm determination; and the few moderate men of that time
balancade the illegality, and also the impolicy of the execution of Charles, by
the fact that “it was not done in’ a corner,” and that those who directed or
sarictioned the act offéred no apology, but maintained its absolute necessity
and justice., “That hbrrible sentence upon the most innocent person in the
world; the execution of that sentence by the most execrable murder that was
ever edmmitted since that of our blessed, Saviour”; forms ‘the text which

»

® Clarendon * gave for the rhapsodies of party during two centuries. On the

ather hanll, the eloquent address of Milton s tothe peeple of Jand has been
in the hearts and mdyths of ntiny who have known that the establishment of

. the liberties of their country, duly subordinated by the laws of a freg mon-

archy, may be dated from %his event: “God has endued you with greatness
of mind to be the first of mankind, who, after having conquered their own
king, and having had him delivered into their hands, have not scrupled to
condemn him judicially, and, pursuant to that sentence of cohdemnation, to
put him to death.” ;

In these times we cam afford to refuse our assent to the blasphemous
comparison of Clarendon (blasphemy more offensively repeated in the church
service for the 30th of January), and at the same time affirm that the judicial
condemnation which Milton so admires was illegal, unconstitutional, and in

, its immediate results dangerous to liberty. But feeling that far greater dan-

sers would have been incurreéd if “the eaged tiger had been let loose,” and
knowing that out of the errors and anomalies of those times a wiser revolution
grew, for which the first more terrible revolution was a preparation, we may
cease,to examine this great historical questior®in any bitterness of spirit,ands
even acknowledge that the death of Charles, a bad king, though in sqme re-

» spegts a good man, was necessary for the life of England, artd for her  teaching

other nations how to liv&” |
JWe must dccept®as just and true Milton’s admormition to his countrymen

g .
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in reference to this event, which he tertns “so glorious an action,” with many
reasomable qualifications as to its glory; and yet apply even to ourselves his
majestic words: — “ After the performing so glorious an action as this, you
ought to do nothing that is mean and little, not so much as to think of, much
fess to do anything but what is great and sublime. Which to attain. to, this
is your only way: as you have subdued your enemiies in the fielc, so to make
. appear, that unarmed, and in the highest-outward peace &nd tranquillity,
you of all mankind are best able to subdue ambition, avarice, the love of
riches, and can best avoid the corruptions that prosperity is*apt to introduce
(which generally subdue and triumph over other natiens), to show as great o
justice, temperance, and moderation in the maintaining of<your liberty, as you
have shown courage in freeing yourselves from slavery.” ! = .
There was, at the time of the king’s execution, a book being printed which
was to surround his life with the attributes of a saint, and to invest him 1 FECRE
death with the glory of a martyr. The “ Eikon Basilike, or Portraiture of his
Sacred Majesty in his Solitudes and Sufferings,” purpofted to be wrifsen by s
Charles the First himself. Milton, who was directed by tht parliament to. = ®
answer this Eikon, or Image, treats it in his Eikonoklastes, or Fmage-breaker,
as if the king had “left behind him this book as the best advocate and inter:
preter of his own actions”; but at the same time Milton is eareful to‘add,
“as to the author of these soliloquies, whether it were the late king, as is vul-
garly believed, or any secret coadjutor (and some stick not to name him),
it can add nothing, nor shall take from the weight, if any be, of reason which
he brings.” The question of the authorship of this book has now passed out
of the region of party violence; the controversy on that matter has almest
merged, as a literary problem, into the belief that it was written by.Gauden,
afterwards bishop of Exeter. This divine probably submitted it to Charles
during his long sojourn in the Isle of Wight; he published it as the wock of
the king; but he claimed the authorship after the restoration. . c
Hallam 7 remarks upon the internal evidence of its authenticity that “it

has all the air°of a fictitious composition. Cold, stiff, elaborate, without ar
single allusion that bespeaks the superior knowledge of facts which the king ©
must have §os_sessed, it contains little but those rhetorieal cominonplaces
which would suggest themselves to any forger.s But these “rhetorical com-
monplaces” are the best evidence, not of the genuineness of the book, but of
the skill of the author. They were precisely what was required to make
“attachment to the memory of the king become passion, and respect, wor-
ship”; — so Guizot T describes the effect, of the Eikon. It was an universal
appeal to the deelings, in a style moving along with a monotonous dignity,
befitting royalty, though occasionally mingled with cold metaphors. It set
forth the old blind claims,to implicit obedience — or, as Milton has it, main-
tained “ the common grounds of tyranny and popery, sugared a little over,”’—
amidst the manifestations of a sincere piety and a resigred sadness. In one
year there were fifty editions of this book sold. “Had it appeared a week
sooner it mlght.have preserved the king”” thinks one writer. That may be
doubted. But it produced the effect which those so-called histories produce ° .
which endeavour to fix the imagination solely upon the personal atiributes
and sorrows of kings and queens, instead of presenting a sober view of their
<relations to their subjects. ~Seatiment with the masjority is always more pow-
erful than reason; and thus Milton’s “ Eikonoklastes,” being a partisaty’s view

of Charles’ public actions — a cold though severe view, in the formal style of a .

- state-paper — produced little or no effect upon the national opinions, and is
now read only for the great name of the author.n ¢ ‘ E

C
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S'ucl.l was thg end of the unfortunate Charles Stuart; an awfub lesson to -

the posstssors of royalty, to ,watch the growth of public opinion, and to mod-
erate their pftensions in conformity with the reasonable desires of their
subjgets.  Had, he lived at a more ®arly period, when the sense of wrong was
quickly subdued by the habit of submission, his reign would probably have
been matked with fewer violations of the national liberties. It was resist-
ance that made him a t$rant. The spirit of the people refused to yield to the
encroachments of atthority; andone act of oppression placed him under the
necessity of committing another, till he had revived and enforced all those
odiou® prerogatives,-which, though usually claimed, were but sparingly exer-

" “cised, by his predecessors. For some years his efforts seemed successful; but
the Scottish insurrectiqn revealed the delusion; he had parted with the real

. aul‘%leority of a kijng, when he forfeited the confidence and affection of his
sutffects.

, But while we blame the illegal measures of Charles, we ought not to screen
from cgnsiire the subsequent conduct of*his principal opponents. From the
moment that war seemed inevitable, they acted as if they thought themselves
absolved from all obligations of honour and honesty. They never ceased to
inflame the passions of the people by misrepresentation and calumny; they
exercised a'power far more apbitrary and formidable than had ever been
claimed by the king; they punished summarily, on mere suspicion, and with-
out &ttention to the forms of law; and by their committees they established
in every«seunty a knot of petty tygants, who disposed at will of the liberty
and property of the inhgbitants. Such anomalies may, perhaps, be insepa-
rable ffom the Jealousies, the resentments, and the heart-burnings, which are

. engéndered in ¢ivil commotions; but certain it is that right and justice had
seldom been more wantonly outraged, than they were by those who professed
to have drawn the sword in the defence of raght and justice.

Neither should the death of Charles be attributed to the vengeance of the
peeple. They, for the most part, declared themselves stisfied Mk=their vic-
tory; they sought not dhe blood of the captive monarch; they were even
willing to replace him® on thg throne, under those limitations which they
deemed necessary for the preservation of their rights. The men who hurried
him to the scaffold were a small faction of bold and ambitious spirits, who had
the address to guide the passions and fanaticism of their followegs, and were
enabled through them to control the real sentiments of the nation. Evgn of
the commissioners appointed to sit in judgment on the king, scarcely one-half
could be induced to attend at his trial; and many of those who concurred in
his condemnation subscribed the sentence with feelings of shame and remorse.
But so it always happens in revolutions: the most violent put themselves
forward; their vigilance and activity seem to multiply their number; and
the daring of the few wjns the ascendancy over the indolence or the pusil-

*lantmity of the many.» '
, S- RB. Gardiner

Only affer long years does a nation make clear its defintte,resolve, anc for
this reason wise statesmen .— whether monarchicdl or republican — watch
the currents of opinion, and submit to compromises which will enable the
national sentiment to thake its way without a succession of violent shocks.

H. W~ VOL. XX, G
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Charles’fault lay not so much ip his claim to retain the negative voice as in
his absolufe '%lisregard of the condition of the ’gime, and of the feelin_gs and
opini®ns of every class of his subjects with which he happened to disagree.
_As long as he remained a factor in English politics, government by com-
promise was impossible. All can perceive that with Charles’ death<the main
obstacle to the establishment of a constitutional system was removed.»

Lord Macaulay

&
3

The king could not be trusted. The vices of Charlés had grown upon him.
They were, indeed, vices which difficulties and perpleXities generally bring
out 1in the strongest light. Cunning is the natural defence of the weak. A
prince, therefore, who is habitually a deceiver when at the height of phwer,

is not likely to l¢arn frankness in the midst of embarrassments and distresses. "

Charles was not only a nfost unscrupulous but a most unlucky dissembler.
There never was a politician to whom so many frauds and falsehodds were,
brought home by undeniable evidence. He publicly recognised the hoises
at Westminster as a legal parliament, and, at the same time, made a private
minute in counecil, declaring the re®ognition null. He publicly disclaimed
all thought of calling in foreign aid against his people: he privately solicited
aid from France, from Denmark, and from Lorraine. He publicly denied that
he employed papists: at the same time he privately sent to his generals
directions to employ every papist that would serve. He publiciy took the
sacrament at Oxford, as a pledge that he never would even connive at Roman
Catholicism: he privately assured his wife, that he intended to tolerate Rolman
Catholicism in England; and he authorised Lord Glamorgan to premise that
Roman Catholicism should be established in Ireland, Then he attempted to

clear himself at his agent’s expense. Glamorgan received, in the royal hand-

writing, reprimands intended to be read by others, and eulogies which were
to be seen only by himself. .

To such an extent, indeed, had insincerity now tainted the king’s whole
nature, that his most devoted friends could not refrain from complaining to
each othewa##th bitter grief and shame, of hjs crooked politics. His defets,
they said, gave them less pain than his intrigues. Since he had been a pris-
ones, there was no section of the victorious party which had not been the
object both of his flatteries and of his machinations: but never was he more
unfortunate than when he attempted at once to cajole and to undermine
Cromwell. Cromwell had to determine whether he would put to hazard the
attachment of his party, the attachment of his army, his own greatness,
nay his own life, in an attempt, which would probably have been vain, to
save a prince whom ne engagement could bind. With many struggles and
misgivings, and probably not without many prayers, the decision was made.
Charles was left to his fate. The military sainfs resolved that, in defiance
of the old laws of the realm, and of the almost universal sentiment of the
nation, the king should expiate his crimes with his blood. He for a time

expected a death like that of his unhappy predecessors, Edward II and ®

.Rmhayd IT. But he was in no danger of such treason. Thoge who had him
in their gripe were not midnight stabbers. What they did they did in order
thatllt might be a spectacle to heaven ard earth® and that it might be held in
evenlasting remembrance. 3

They enjoyed keenly®the very scandal which they gave. That the
ancient constitution and the public opinion of England were directly opposed

L
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to regicide made regicide seem strangelysfascinating to a par{y®*bent on :
effecting a complete political’and social revolution. In order to accomplish
their purpose, it was necessary that they should first break in pieces every
part of the mackinery of the government; and this necessity was rather agree-.
able thad painful to them., The commons passed a vote tending to accom-
modation with the king. The soldiers excluded the majority by force. The
lords unanimously rejected the pfoposition that the king should be brought T - o=
to trial. Their house was instantly closed. No court, known to the law,
would thke oneitself the office of judging the fountain of justice. A revolu-
tionary tribunal was cfeated. That tribunal pronounced Charles a tyrant, a
‘traitor, a murderer, and a publiccenemy; and his head was severed from his
shoulders before thousands of spectators, in front of the banqueting hall of
_his ewn palace. * °
In no long time it became manifest that those politital and religious
zealots, to whom this deed is to be ascribed, had committed, not only a crime,
, obut an error. They had given to a prince, hitherto known to his people
c¢hiefly by his faults, an opportunity of displaying, on a great theatre, before
the eyes qf ull nations and all ages, some qualities which irresistibly call forth
the admiration and love of mankind, the high spirit of a gallant gentleman,
the patience and meekness of a penitent Christian. Nay, they had so con-
trived their revenge that the very man whose whole life had been a series of
attacks on the liberties of England now seemed to die a martyr in the cause of
those liberties. No demagogue ever produced such an impression on the
public mind as the captive king, who, retaining in that extremity all his regal
dignity, and confronfing death with dauntless courage, gave utterance to the
feelings=dt his oppressed people, snanfully refused to plead before a court
unkngwn to the law, appealed from military violence to the principles of the
constitution, asked by what right the house of commons had been purged of
its most respectable members and the house of lords deprived of its legislative
functioys, and told his weeping hearers that he was defending not only his
own cause, but theirs. His long misgoverr®ment, his innumerable perfidies,
were forgotten. His memory was, in the minds of the great majority of his
s®bjects, Associated with thosesfree institutions whicll he had;~dering many
years, laboured to destroy: for those free institutions had perished with him,
* and, amidst the mournful sjence of a community kept down by arms; had
been defended by his voice alone. From that day began a reaction in favour
of monarchy and of the exiled house, a reaction which never ceased till the
throne had again been set up in all its old dignity.t
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