* CHAPTER XV

* THIRTY VEARS OF GEORGE THE THIRD
[1760-1791 A.D.]

.

George ITh— whose reign, including the years of regency, proved to be
the longest and the most eventful in the English annals — was, at the time of
his accessiongtwenty-two years of age. His figure was tall and strongly built ;
his countenance open and engaging. A heartfelt and unaffected Christian
%iety®formed the foundation of %.:15 character. In the private and domestic
virti®ss few men, and certainly no monarch, ever excelled him, But his
manner in conversation did great injustice to his endowments. His rapid
utterance and frequent reiteration of trivial phrases — his unceasing ‘ What !
What I” and “Hey | Hey!” —gave him an aspect of shallowness to mere
superficial observers. and obscured (literary subjects apart) the clear good
sense, the sterling judgment within. Thus also his own style in writing was
not always strictly grammatic#l, but always earnest, plain, and go the point.
To the exalted dgies of his station he devoted himself with conscientious and
e constant attention, At all times, artl under all vicissitudes — whether in victory

or in disaster - whether counselled by ministers of his own choice, or in the
® hands of a party he abhorred — he was most truly and emphatigally an honest
man. -2 STANHOPE.

THE young prineé of Wales—henceforth King George I1T—was riding with
Lord Bute in the neighBoushood of Kew, when a groom firse brought him the

y ?hasty tifings of his grandfatRer’s decease. Ere long the groom was followed |
) by Pitt as seeretary 8f sfate. His majesty, after returning to Kew, proceeded
.fo Cal_'}gon house, the residence of the princess dowager, to meet the privy
* councilind, accarding to ancient form, read to them a short addregs, which he
had directed Buke to Prepare. ¢ Next morning he was proclaimed i London
with the usual solemnities. ® On these and the ensuing days the demeans®ur of
the young monarch was generally and justly extolled. He seemed neither
elated, nor yet abased and perplexed, by his sudden accession; all he said or
did was 8l 2nd equable, fudl of graciousness and goodness. The address to
his cound was Weltand feelingly delivered, and he dismissed thé guards on
,h-lm$e 0 wait on %iS grandfather’s body. “He has beliuved throughout,”
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o says Horace Walpole, a eritic of no courtly temper, “witk the greatest pro-

priety, dignity, and deceney.” : .
From the first moment of the new reign the agcendancy of Bute had been
foreseen and foretold.© Only a few days afterwards a hand-bfil evas afffzed to
- the royal exchange, with thesg words: “No petticoat goverpment—n
Scotch favoqrite—;\o Lord George Sackville!” Of the second of.these sur- ¢*
mises confirmation was not, indeed, slow irr coming. On the next mornin k
but one after his accession the king directed that his brother, Edeard duke of
York, and his grooni of the stole, Lord Bute, should be sworn of the privy
council; and Bute appears henceforward to have been cogsulted on all the
principal affairs. The quick-eyed tribe of courtiers at onte perceited fhat
this was tne channel through which the rpyal favours would most probahly
“1i0W, and to which their own applications would most wisely be addressed.
= But while the king thus indulged his predilection towards the friend of his
early years, he received all his grandfather’s ministers with cordial kindness,
and pressed them to continue in his service. Pitt declared his willingness to ¢
< refuaia on the same footing as before. Newecastle, now sixty-six years of age,
made at first a show of resignation, with a view, no doubt, of enhancing his
importance, but as he took care to consult only such followers angl expectants
as had an interest in his stay, he did not fail to receive earnest entreaties in
support of his real inclinations, and magnanimously consented to resume the
treasury. E

On the 31st of October the king highly gratified the more serious portion
of his people by a proclamation “ for the encouragement of piety and virtue, and
for preventing and punishing of vice, profaneness, and immorality.” Such
proclamations are worth little more than the paper they are written on when
not consonant to the personal conduct of the sovereign, but in this case the
document was happily upheld by half a century of undeviating royal example.
It was also observed, with satisfaction, that the archbishdp of Canterbury,
proud of so promising a pupil, and having no longer a Lady Yarméuth to
encounter, had become frequent in attendance at the court. ;

The parliament, which had been prorogued for a few days on account of
the demise of the Crown, was on the 18th of November opened by the king.
Never, it was remarked, had there been greater crowds at such a ceremany,
nor louder acclamations. The royal speech. had been drawn up by Lord
Hardwicke, and ievised by Pitt; but when complete his majesty is said to
have added with his own hand a paragraph as follows : “Born and educated:«
in this country, I glory in the name of Briton; and the peculiar happiness
of my life will ev€r consist in promoting the welfare of a people whose
loyalty and warm attachment to me X consider as the greatest and most ¢
permanent security of my throne.” Such cordial language met with no less
cordial responsese from both houses. “What a lustwe,” exclaim the lerds,
“does it cast upon the name of Briton, when yot, sir, are pleased to &steemrit
among your glories!” “We acknowledge,” say the comriions, “with the live- *
liest sentiments of duty, gratitude, and exultation of mind, these mésteaffect-.

ing and animating words.” ¢ A
In other passages his majesty’s speech prqfessed a‘thorough concurrenge
in the: counsels which during the last few years had guided his grandfather's
¢ reign. It praised the “magnanimity and perseverance, almost beyond exam-
ple,” of his good brother the king of Prussia; to British Victories it adverted
in becoming terms of exultation: 1t declared that his majesty would k%ve been
happier stili could he have found his kingdoms at peigr ; “but Smcee,” it

. added, “the afnbition, injurious encroachments, and dahgerous desigadof my*,
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enemier rendered the war both just and necessary, J am determined tb prose-
cute this war with’vigour.” .%n conclusion, the king expressed his delight at
the present happy extinction of djvisions, and recommended to his parlia-
ment “unanimity.” Never was any resommendation more fully complied
wyith; scarcé one public difference of opinion appeared. Angther annual
subsidy of *%£670,000 to the king of Prussia was proposed b'y Pitt,.a,nd granted
by the house.of commons. Supplies to the unprecedented amount of nearly
£90,000,000 were cheerfylly voted. The civil list Tor ¢ new reign, on the
king’s surrendering the 3

brasehes, of his Neredi-
tary revenue, was fixed
at £800,000 a year.
Nothing was heard in
either house but dutiful
addresses and loyal con-
gratulations.

But, however fair and
specious seemed the una-
nimity which®zreeted the
new reign, it was no »
more than apparent. Be-
neath that smooth sur-
face jealousy, rancour,
and ambition were al-
ready beginning to stir o
and heave. A smhl] knot

of grasping families " L7
among the peers—vhich ;.. % B
wished fo be,thought’ex- L»é A Nia g gtx
clusively the friends of “imss, ;a% ' 7,5“5
the Hanover succession, i ”Wlﬁ)“

RS e / /
and which had hitherto e @ 4 /%

looked upon court offi- "%fw&\\} )
- cers, nonours, and emol- ° I @®

uments as almost an L <
heirloom  beldnging 4o Sl S

*themselves — vieaved GEORGE III

wigh envious, eyes the (1738-1820) @

admission of new claim-
ants, not as involving, any prineiple of “politics, but only as contracting their

_own chances of appbintment. Such malcontents found a ¢gngenial mouth-

piece tn the duke’of Newcastle,

» On the otI}er hand, the cabals of Bute were to the full as numerous and as
erooked,as Newcastle’s.* It was his object to hold himself forth as the sole
(:g(pouqd@; of the king’s wishes and opinions—as the single and myste-
rious high priest df theyroyal oracle. On the 21st of March the pagliament
was dissolved by a proclamation® and the Gazetle of the same dgy annougeced
several changes in the ministry. On the 25th of March the Gazelle made
knowm to the world that his majesty had been pleased to appoint the
earl ‘of By _one of Bis secretaries of state — Holderness being the minister
removetl, #Neither Pitt nor Holderness himself had received any notice of
th? Oonterpplated chdnge as to the seals until that change was matured, and
qn'the Very point ofsexecuition. To soften Pitt, his kinsman, James Grenville,
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was proinoted from a lordship of the treasury to the lucrative post of cofferer  »
of the household. Such a concession was not Lkely to have much weight with
such a statesman as Pitt. It must, howeyer, be’owned thaten this ogeasion
he showed none of that-haughty impracticability with which he has been often
and not unjustly charged. He patiently endured the want of canfidence$ 4.
indicated by the removal or the appointment of colleagues withou? his previ-
ous knowledge. But he was determined to allow no infringement of his pro-
vinee — to direct widl full powers both the war anc the negotiations — and to
resign his office sooner than sacrifice his judgment. !

{ L T

¢ ;
PR THE KING'S MARRIAGE AND @ORONATION (1761 A.D.) ..

A

Sy

On the &h of July an extraordinary privy council was held; albthe mens. y
bers in or near town having been summoned, without distinction of office or
of party, to meet, as was declared, “on the most yrgent and important busi- ,
ness2  The object, it was concluded on all sides (so carefully had the secref *
been kept), was to ratify or reject the treaty with France. It. proved—to
declare a queen. His majesty announced to the council his intended marriage
with Charlotte, second sister of the duke of Mecklenburg-Strelifz, a house df
ancient lineage and of tried Protestant principles. Of the princess herself,
who was scarcely seventeen, and not remarkable for beauty, little as yet was
or could be known. The character of this princess in after life — as queen
consort of England for fifty-seven years—confirmed the soundness of the judg-
ment which had raised her to that rank. An ever present, yet unostentatious
piety; to the king an affectionate reverence; to her children an unremitting
care, prudence, economy, good sense, and good temper—were amongst her
excellent qualities. Pure and above all reproach in her own domestic life,
she knew how to enforce at her court the virtues, or, at¢he very least the
semblance of the virtues, which she practised. To no other woman, psobably,
had the cause of good morals in England ever owed so deep an obligation.

The form of announcement to the privy council having been duly gone
through at St. James’, Earl Harcourt was despatched to Strelitz on another
form — a public demand of the princess in marriage. The duchesses of
Ancaster and Hamilton and the countess of Effingham were likewise sent over *
to attend upon e person of their future sovereign. A royal yacht, the Caro-
lina, was appointed to convey her, its name being first ‘with mich solemnity,
and in the presence of all the lords of the admiralty, altéred to the Charlotte,
and the fleet tha®was to serve as escort was commanded by Apson himsalf.
The contract of marriage having been signed in state, the princess proceeded
on her journey amidst great public rejoicings in the towns of Mecklenburg
and Hanover, until Cuxhaven, where her highness embarked for England. 7
At length on the 6th of September, and at Harwich, she sef-foot an English

« ground. On the 8th she arrived at St. James’. The king met her in the gar
den, and when she would have fallen at his feet prevented and embraged her. .

That same, afternoon they were married in the chapel royal by the Azehbishop |

of Canterbury. On the ensuing day their majesties Leld a crowtled &rawing-

room, and gave a splendid ball. Horace Walpole, who was present, thus
deseribes her: “She is not tall, nor a beauty; pale, and very thin; buf.looks
sensible, and is genteel.” And in another letter he adds: “She has done
nothing but with good-humour and cheerfulness. Shectalks a greaf deal; is
easy, civil; and not disconcerted. Her French is tolerable.” “ »

The cororation of both their majesties foliowed on tkz 22nd of S‘eptembe.f-

Never had there been greater eagerness among all classes of the péople ‘te
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gehold 10 porgeous pageant. Thus the platform from St. Margaret's round-
house to the churth door, which at George IT’s coronation had been let for
£40, produced st this no less than £2,400. Thus, alo, any disguise, however
humble, was readily assumed as a passpord of admissiop. A gentleman present
rites asfoltows to his friend in the country® “I should tell you that a rank
of foot-soltliers® was placed on each side within the platform® and it was
not a little surprising to see the officers fampiliarly conversing, and walking
arm-in-arm with many ofsthem, till we were let to 4l secret, — that they
were gentlemen who ha put on the dresses of commgn soldiers.” It has been
<nid—s rumour Yhich we are not able either to confirm or to deny—that,
mingled among the spectdtors, in another disguise, stood the illefated pre-
tender to%hat day’s honours — Clarles Edward Stuart. ‘Ihe solemn Meizes
SVestminater abbey, and the stately banquet in Westminster hall — whene <
Dymoke, clad in full armour, and mounted on the same white horse which
, George II had ridden at Dettingen, asserted, as champion, the king’s right
s against all gainsayers, an flung down bis iron gauntlet in defiance —g wsre |
equally admired for their magnificence.b

»

THE RET.IREMENT OF PITT (1761 A.D.)

Meantime the war was still prosecuted. An expedition under Commodore
Keppel andsGeneral Hodgson succeeded in taking the isle of Belleisle on the
coast of Brittany (June 7th). ® The island of Dominica in the West Indies was
also reduced.

France had hitherto been a great sufferer by the war; for she made no
progress in Gerﬁmgy, she had lost her colonies, and her commerce had nearly
been destroyed. She was therefore anxious for a peace with England, and a
treaty for that purpose was entered on; but as she required that England
should,abapdon thé king of Prussia and make certain concessions to Spain,
Mr. Pitt spurned at the proposals. A treaty, named the Family Compact, had
been secretly arranged between the courts of Versailles and Madrid, where
Charles IIT (late king of Naples, and the ablest monarch that Spain has pos-
sessed since the days of Philip IT) now reigned. It was signed at this time;

. and' Pitt, who, it is said; had procured secret information of its contents,
which were hostile to England? proposed in the council tegrecall the British
. _ambassador from MzArid and to sepd a fleet to intercept the Spanish galleons;
*but the majority of the council rejected the measure, affecting to regard it as
contrary to good policy and to justice and honour. Findiag he could not pre-
vail on them, the haughty minister exclaimed, “I was called to the adminis-
tration by the voice,of the people; t8 them I have always considered myself
accountable for m$ conduct; and therefore I cannot remain in a situation
whifh mgkes nie responsible,for measures I am no longer 8llowed to guide.”
s Lorld Granville, the, president of the council, made a dignified and sensiblg
rep y'?’ ) e
: i *  Pits, adhering to his first opinion, and having delivered his reasons in
writing, or® the®5th qf October resigned his office. In this colrse he was
féllowed by Lord Temple., When on_the same day he waited oft his sov-
ereign to give up the seals, he found the demeanour of the yBung king most ,
kind and gracious. , His majesty expressed his concern at the loss of so able a
sefvant, and offeredehim any reward in the power of the crown to bestow, but
decl.are&' het his own judgm@nt was adverse to the sudden declargtion of war,
.addléllgt at if eveM his cabinetshad been unanimous for it he should have felt

» the greatest difficulty in consenting. Pitt, who appears Lo have anticipated a
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differené reception, was deeply touched by the king’s cordiality of mannerand
expression. “I confess, sir,” said he, “I hadcbyt too much reason to expect
your majesty’s displeasure. I did not come prepared fo fhis exgeeding
goodness. Pardon mey sir; it overpowers, it oppresses me.” ;And he burst
into tears. 5 vl 5

Such thdh was the close of Pitt’s justly renowned adminiStration. Even  «

amidst the full blaze of its glorythere arose some murmurs at its vast expense
— the only ebjection of aky weight, it seems, that has ever been urged against
it. Yet, as a shrewd observer writes at the time, “It has cost us a great deal,
it is true, but then we have had success and honour for our morey., Before

Mr. Pitt eame in we spent vast sums only to purchase disgrace and infamy.”
‘?‘4- P v e
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; THE ASCENDENCY OF BUTE
«_The retirement of Pitt from the administration’ left a complete and undis- *
puted ascendency to Bute. It was now his lordship’s object te strengthen
himself by large and powerful connections. The privy seal was kept in reserve
for the duke of Bedford, while the seals of secretary were bestowed upon the
earl of Egremont, who had been intended for plenipotentiary at the congress
of Augsburg, but who was chiefly remarkable as the son of Sir William Wynd-
ham. € 3
But the most pressing object with Lord Bute was to avert or soften the
resentment which the removal of the great commoner might probably exeite
in the nation. Under these circumstances, on the very day after Pitt’s resig-
nation, Bute addressed a letter to him by the king’s commgands, declaring that
his majesty was desirous, nay, “impatient,” to confer on him some mark of
his royal favour. His majesty, continued Bute, requestsesome msight into
Mr. Pitt’s own views and wishes, and meanwhile proposes to hig either the
government of Canada, combined with residence in England, and a salary of
£5,000 a year, or the chancellorship of the duchy of Lancaster, with as much
of emolument and nearly as little of business. The reply of Pitt — after a
profusion of obsequious thanks — states himself “too proud to receive any
mark of the king’s countenance and favour, buf, above all, doubly happy °
could I see those dearer to me than myself comprehended in that monument
of royal approbation and goodness with which his majisty shall condescend |
to distinguish me.” In compliance with the hint thus,diven a peerage was'
conferred on Lady®Hester, by the title of Baroness Chatham, withremaindero
her issue male, and a pension of £3,000 a year was granted to Pitt for three |
lives: namely, his own, Lady Chatham’s, and their eldest son’s.
The bestowal of the title and the pension on,thg retiring minister fully ,
attained the objéct which Lord Bute had in view. He waseenabled in fhe
«same Gazelte to insert, first the resignation, next the honours and gewards, and, ®
lastly, a despatch from the earl of Bristol, stating at large the favoyrable and ’
pacific assyrances of the Spanish court. “These,” says Burke, “were the® ",
barriers that were opposed against that torrent of powular v

L

age Whicll it was .
apprehended would proceed from this resignation. And the truth is, they
« answered theil end perfectly; this torrent for some time was beaten back,
almost diverted into an opposite course.” - i
On the 3d of November the new parliament met. The king’s.speech on
opening the session was nearly in the same strain as those fomle\spbeches
which Pitt had drawn; like them it promised a vigoreuf prosecutigw of the
war; like them it praised the “magnanimity and ability” of the king of Prud-e
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.. How far Lord Bute was in earnest when framing these expressions will
recently be seen?. Meanwhslg the turn of the débates afforded Pitt several
opporfunities t9 explain orsvindicate his recent cousse, of policy. He spoke

N

with unwonted temper and modetation, defending his own conduct without

arraignipg siat of his former colleagues. df, as some detractors allege, his

"® harangued at this time were inflammatory, they were so érom tlse force of his
topics, and not from the violence of his language. S

Notwith8tanding th? eloquence and the populasity o4 Pitt, 1§ appears that

he had at this time but Tew parliamentary followers., On a motion to produce

the panerss respacting the Spanish negotiation so Scanty were his numbers

that he conld not venturew division.

L] » \ &

- WAR WITH SPAIN (1762-1763 A.D.) 'S

During this time thegprogress of the Spanish negotiations had been pre-
« cisely such as Pitt had foﬁseen and foretold. On the 21st of Septemb d
Bristol announced to the secretary of state that the flota had safely anchored
in the bay of Cadiz; and on the 2nd of November he adds: “ Two ships have
Jately arrived at (Cadiz with very extraordinary rich cargoes from the West
Indies, so that all the wealth that was expected from Spanish America is now
gafe in Old Spain.” In that very same despatch of the 2nd of November the
ambassador has to report a ““surprising change in General Wall’s discourse,”
and “haughty language now Leld by this court, so different from all the former
professions.” It now became evident, even to Lord Bristol's apprehension,
that the Spaniards had begn pacific only while awaiting and expecting their
resources for war. The claims of Spain upon England were urged anew in the
most peremptory” terms, while the request of the court of London for some
information or explanation respecting the rumoured Family Compact was met
with g positive reftisal. Further notes or further interviews served only to
widen the breach. Before the close of the year the earl of Bristol received
orders to leave Madrid, and the count de Fuentes orders to leave London.
All hope of conciliation had vanished, and a declaration of war against Spain
was issued on the 4th of January, 1762.2
A new change in the British cabinet took place in the following month of
May; the duke of Newcastle resigned, and Lord Bute nowgoceupied the post
of which he Was so cavetous, but for which he was utterly unhf, and became the
*# prime minister. The duke of Newcastle, whose fidgety temper, vanity, jeal-
@isy, meanness of shirit, and disregard of promises were the general topics of
ridicule,’ ha'd, by his great wealth, his command of votes in the commons, a
certain degree of talent of his own, and the far superior abilities of his late
brother, maintained himself in office with little interruption since the year
172%. Hle now refired®with some dignity; for though he 1fad greatly injured
» his private g)ropertx by his zZeal for the house of Brunswick, as it was termed,
‘ he ref({segl pension v hen offered, saying, that “if he could be no longer per-
: Iill’?;be {0 serve his country, he was at least determined not to be a burden to
15, ® » b ~
+ The courts df Fra’nce and#Spain called on the king of Portugal to break
through all the ties of gratitude, honour, and interest, and jom in the donfed-
esacy against England. On his refusal, they both declared war against him,
aifd thejr troops inveded his kingdom at three several points. The king called

oy
R‘J“t weastle,” sgys Gardiner,? * was ignorant and incompetent, .nd made himself ridicu-
-l;’l“a #his fussy attendpte to appear@nergetic. He always, it was said, logt half an hour in
» Wem&rnhg and spent the rest of the day in running after it.”]
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on England for aid, which was promptly afforded, English troops were sent,
to Portigal, where the supreme command was given to theccount de la Lippe-
Buckeburg, a German prince of high military chafacter, and the invaders were
speedily obliged to récross the frontiers. o bl i
An expedition of éonsiderakle cma%nitude, under Lord Albemarle an
Admiral Pocock, sajled from Portsmouth on the 5th of March.. Its o‘bject was * "
to give a heavy blow to the Spanish comrmerce; and its destination wag
Havana, in the isle of Cubg, whi¢h it reached on the 5th of June. « Many diffi-
culties, from tlimate and from the number of the garrfon, the strength of their
defences, and the gallantry of their resistance, impeded the¢operagions of the
besiegers; but the abilities of the commanders, seconded by the nddmitable
spiit and courage of their men, overcame them all, and the town at length
~surrendered (August 14th). The loss to Spain was fourteen sail of the ling
and four frigates taken or destroyed in the harbour; and treasure and mer-
chandise to the amount of £3,000,000. This was perhaps the greatest and
richest conquest ever made by the British arms. /It was not, however, the g
< only“ioss sustained by Spain. An expedition from Madras in India, under
Admiral Cornish and Sir William Draper, took Manila, the capital of the
Philippine islands. All the public property was given up to the &nglish, and
a ransom of £800,000 was agreed to be paid for the private property. Two
ships of the British squadron then intercepted and took the Santissima Trini-
dad, a ship from Acapulco with a cargo worth £600,000. To add to the mis-
fortunes of Spain, the Santa Hermione, from Reru, with treasure ‘on board to
the amount of £1,000,000, was captured off Cape St. Vincent. The losses
of France this year were the islands of Martinique, Grenada, St. Lucia, Tobago,
and St. Vincent, in the West Indies. ¢ o
These brilliant successes almost turned the head of the*nation; visions of
glory and wealth floated before the public eye; and the mercantile interest
clamoured loudly for continuing a war by which they were gleat gainers. The
ministry, however, were not so dazzled; they saw that all the olfjects of the
war were gained, the pride of the house of Bourbon was humbled, the king of
Prussia was secured; at the same time the expense to England had been and
would be enormous. The overtures of France for peace were therefore readily
listened to; and both parties being in earnest, the preliminaries were readily
settled at Fontainebleau (November 3rd). In spite of the declamation of Mr.
Pitt and his pd.ty, they were approved of by large majgrities i& both houses
of parliament, and a treaty was finally sigried at Paris (Fepruary 10th, 1763). .«
By this treaty England was to retain all Canada with €ape Breton and the
other islands in th&gulf of St. Lawrence, and Louisiana eastward &f the MissiS-
sippi; in the West Indies, Dominica, $t. Vincent’s, and Tobago; in Africa, *
Senegal. She was to receive back Minorea in exchange far Belleisle, and was
secured divers advantages in India. Spain ceded t¢ her the two Floridas,
gave up all claim to fish on the banks of Newfouidland, and allowed $he Eng-
“dish to cut logwood on the coast of Honduras. England féstored all her other
conquests. o 8 ’
England has never concluded a more honourable peace than this, ad Lord
Bute was justified in declaring that “he wisked no other epitaph to be T
scribed on his tomb than that he was the adviser ef it.”” Mr: Pitt, who, great
as he undoubtedly was, had too violent a lust for war, condemned it; thé sgl-
fish king of Prussia exclaimed against it, as if England were bound to waste
her blood and treasure for his aggrandisement; but history propcyces the
Peace of Fontainebleau an honourable termination of a wg= which h c{added
seventy-five nfillions to the national debt of Great Brit&iril.‘ 7
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Soon after the conclusion of the peace, Lord Bute retired from office. He
was never popylar; his manners were cold«and repulsive; his partiality for his
. Jountrymen; the Scots, was extreme; and tife outery against the peace was
* general. The pdssing of a bill for an excise on cider raised®the cldmour to its
height. He gherefore resigned a post for ~which he felt himself unsuited,
alleging his preference foryomestic life and literary retireent.c
s sudden step, it is said, took the king by surprise nearly as much as the
After theMfirst pause for wonder, men began to inquire Lord Bute’s
motive, and according to théir own prejudices or partialities assigued the rgost
. various — ftom 2 philosophic love” of retirement down to a craven iedr. ==
* According ‘o some friends he had always declared that as soon, as he hade °
signed the peace, and cérried through the budget, he should consider his
.objects as attaized and hYs official life as ended. Others thought that his
e perves had been shaken by'the libels and clamours against him. -sr®
On calmly reviewing the whole of this transaction there seems no reason to |
doubt that, according to Lord Bute’s own statement of his motives, his cool- |
ness with his*colleagues and his sense of duty to his sovereign might weigh
with him no less than the violence of his opponents. It is certain, however,
that he did not then, nor for some time afterwards, lose his back-stairs influ-
ence, nor laysaside his ambitious hopes. It is probable that he expected to
allay the popular displeasure by a temporary retirement, and meanwhile, in
merchants’ phrase, to carry on the same firm with other clerks.
With Lord Bute retired sboth Dashwood and Fox. For the former an
ancient barony, tb yhich he was one of the co-heirs, was called out of abey-
ance, and thus he became Lord le Despencer. Fox was likewise raised te the
upper house as Lord Holland — the same title which had been already be-
stowed ypon, his wife. But although Lord Holland, during two more years,
continued aplaceman, it may be said of him that he had ceased to be a poli-
tician. Henceforth, until his death in 1774, he took little or no further part in
public affairs. In his retirement his principal pleasure was the construction of
a fantastic villa at Kingsgate, on the coast of Thanet. ‘
The successor to Lord Bute proved to be George Grenville, who on the very
day that the favourite resigned kissed hands on his appointr=sat as both first
Jord of the tredsury add chancellor of the exchequer. No one doubted that
#his choice had beendmade under the influence of Lord Bute, and was designed
forethe preseryation of that influence. At the same time it#vas intimated to
, the foreign ministers that the king had now entrusted the principal direction
of his affairs to three persons, namely, to Mr. Grenville and the secretaries of
, state, lords Egremon} angd Halifax. Thus it happened that the chiefs of the
new, administration received fyom the public the name of the Triumvirate.?
»
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l . ',,'i‘HE AFFAIR OF WILKES AND THE North Briton NO XLV
I »

When the Grehville) administration was formed, a tremendous fire was
opened on it from the press.” The most destructive battery wdb a periodical 4
named the North Briton, conducted by John Wilkes, esquire, member for
Aylesbu man of ¢ensiderable talent, but profligate in character and ruined
n fortaney” sHe was, like almibst every demagogue, strongly aristocratic in
feeling; put being rdused a lucrative post, he took up the trade of patriotism,

comntenced a series of attacks on the persons and measures of the minis-
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ters. «Of these they took no notice, till in the forty-fifth number of his paper ¢
he assailed the speech from the throne (Aprd €19, 1763),%hceusing the king of
having uttered direct“falsehoods. A general ‘warrant wag issued from the
office of the secretary.of state to seize the authors, printers, apd publishers of
the North Briton, and their papers, and bring them before ‘thee secretary, «
Wilkes wa§ accoréingly taken and committed to the Tower.© On’his applica.. 3
tion to the court of common pleas for a writ of habeas corpus, it was granted
and Chief-Justice Pra.tt kaving decided that his privilegecof parfiament (which
can only be forfeited by treason, felony, or breach of the peace) had been vio-
lated, he was discharged. € iveiiis e
The attorney-general then commenced proceedings against him for a libel,
afit Wilkes, now the idol of the mob, took every mode of courting prosecution,
« The ministers, instead of leaving the courts of law to deal with him, unwisely
brought the matter before the house of commons, b'y whom number forty-five
of the North Briton was voted to be a false, scaytdalous, and seditious libel,
exainst the king and both houses, and was order/d to be burned by the com-»
mon hangman. At the same time, as Wilkes had printed at a press in his own
house a poem called an Essay on Woman, in which impiety contended with
obscenity, and had affixed to the notes on it the name of Bishop"Warburton$ it
was voted in the house of lords to address his enajesty to order a prosecution
against Mr. Wilkes for breach of privilege and for blasphemy. It was very
injudiciously arranged that the mover should be Lord Sandwichg a man whose
own private character was anything but imrfhaculate.

The question of privilege was then taken up in the house of commons; aud
in spite of the eloquence of Mr. Pitt, and in the face of the decision of the court
of common pleas, it was decided by a large majority that privilege of parlia-
ment does not extend to the case of writers and publishers of seditious libels.
With this decision the house of lords concurred after a long debate.

A riot took place when the attempt was made to burn the Norté Briton;
and when several of the persons who had been arrested brought astions against
the messengers, juries gave them damages. Wilkes himself brought actions,
against the two secretaries of ‘state, and against Mr. Wood, the under-secre-
tary, and he obtained a verdict against the latter for £1,000 and costs. On
this occasion Chief-Justice Pratt pronounced the ‘general warrant to be illegal,*
and a similan.gevision by Lord Mansfield, the chief justice of the king’s beneh,
set the question at rest. : ¢ 7 . :

Wilkes was expelled the house; he was tried and cortvicted for publishirfe
number forty-fiw: and the Essay on Woman; and as he did not gppear in ceirt
to receive sentence, he was outlawed, and fled to France.c .
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o THE STAMP ACT (1765 4D 3 e h
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We shall see, in a few years, John Wilkes, and all the,chorus of his polties]
drama, passing away, “like an insubstantial pageant faded.” “Another scene ’
was to be opened, which, devoid of interest as it might at first appesr, was tof
be developed in a series of long-continued action whizh involve& not only phe ;
interests of England but eventually the desfinigs of the Anglo-Saxon farfily,
and incidentlly of all the human race. The triumphant administrafion of
Mr. Pitt had given a firmness and compactness to the British Empire in North
America, which appeared to promise a long continuance of prosgegity to the
mother cquntry and her colonies. These colonies were foundedt uyon® princi-
ples of freedom and toleration, by a race nustured in $hGse principlee, and, in

some cases, seeking for a happier field for their establishment than‘they cotl
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find under a temporary suspension of the old English right to be well gowerned. - :;; |

The colonial assendhlies or parjiaments of the thitteen provinces of North il |
Americg, elected, by the people, trained men of industry and ability to the ik
consideration Qf questions of publle poliey and local, administration. The i
trade between Great Britain and her coloni®s had been always based upon ‘,"
principles wholly opposite to those of commercial freedom® The #nglishman (l

~ was forbidden to smoke any other than V irgiuia,-ﬁ:rown tobacco, and the Vir-
ginian could vear np other,coat than one of English-made cloth, It was an
ace of regulation and palance in small matters as we{l as in great — in com-
merse as n avar. YNo particular injury was contemp ated towards the colo- i
nistsin the trade regulationg; althou h the monopoly of the English ngerchants :
was regarded as the supreme advafitage of colonial possessions. The Mmte = ‘l‘
!

l

arded these colonists as a happy family of good children, to be Kept in ordes ~ ®
by that paternal authority which knew best what was for their advantage. At
Jast the parent took up th§ fancy of compelling the children to pay something
+ in acknowledgment of the Heavy cost of past protection, and as a contrilkyjsew
towards the expense of thht protection in future. A Stamp Act to raise i
£60,000 produced a war that cost £100,000,000. il
« On the 10th of March, 1764, Mr. Grenville moved in the commons a series it
of resolutions for imposing small duties on certain articles of American com- L]
merce; to “be paid into the receipt of his majesty’s exchequer, and there
reserved, to be from time to time disposed of by parliament, towards defraying
the necessary expenses of deferitling, protecting, and securing the British colo-
nies and plantations in America.” Following this resolution for the appropria-
tion of the produce of duties,upon the foreign trade of the American colonies,
came the 14th ofthe series, in these words: “ That towards further defraying
the said expenses, it may be proper to charge certain stamp duties in the said
colonies and plantations.” Walpole says, “ This famous bill, little understood
here at that time, wis,less attended to. The colonies, in truth, were highly
alarmed, ard had sent over representations so strong against being taxed
here, that it was not thought decent or safe to present their memorial to par-
liament.” The colonists could not see, in Grenville’s proposition for a paltry
tax, any other than the beginning of an attempt to tax them largely without
. their‘own consent. They denied the right of the house of commons to tax
them unless they had representatives in that house. Greagglle had rashly
termed his resblution dor a stamp acg as “an experiment towards further aid.”
* Vhere was the system, thus begun, to end? The Stamp Act was passed, with-
oug a debate or division in the house of lords; and it receivagl the royal assent
, onthe 22nd of March, 1765. The act was to come into operation on the 1st of
November. When the enactment first became known in America, there was
a deeg expression oflgrief', but scarcely any manifestation of resentment. But
in the staje assémblies, 2 determination not to submit with8ut remonstrance
#was quickly manifesfed. Virginia, the most attached to the monarchy of all,
\ the proyinces — the most opposed to democratic principles — was the first to
demandsa repeal of the statute by which the colonists were taxed without
their own consen?. Tkg resolutions of the assembly of Virginia wént forth as
anlexample to thd other proyindes, many of which passed similar resolutions. |
Yet the desire almost universally prevailed amongst the colchists to regard o |
themselves as bound, in allegiance to the British crown. The alienation was a '
gradual psplt of a mistaken view of the policy that ought to prevail, between
a colofly #hat had grown to a’real capacity for independence and,the parent
sfate. alt was a reSult, also, ofsthat system of parliamentary cqrruption and

08 couft thfluence which at that time entered so largely into the government .
’ » ’ ’ el . ° I
3 L] ; ) ° 3 ° ; 2
E ! » . \ e \ > ®
TR e



=

€
¢ «
C e €

604 THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND. ﬁ’; /
b € « [1765 o.p.
of England. Walpoled says that the Stamp Act “removed the burden of a ta,;
to distant shoulders”; that Grenville contemyriated his feasure “in the light
of =asing and improying an over-burdened country.” Burke,in his memorable
speech on American taxation on the 19th of April, 1774, ex}ﬁbited this facg
more distinetly. The Americaits, Burke says, “ thought themselws‘proceedui’
against as Uelinquents, or at best as people under suspicion‘of délinquency.’
They were irritated enough befpre the Stamp Act came. They adopted such
counter measures ssappeared efficient to a people that had not yet begun to
feel their own strength, and understand their own rgsources. They agreed
amongst themselves to wear no English manufactured clothé andeto encowrage
the breasl of sheep that they might manufacture: cloth from their own wool.

« Tkey protested against the English mbnopoly; and they devised, feebly

Burke calls “the scheme of a regular plantation pa/liamentary revenue” was
established — “a revenue not substituted in the guace of, but superadded to,,

«<a.menopoly; which monoply was enforced at the/same time with additionale

strictness, and the execution put into military ‘hands.” It was one of the
misfortunes of Mr. Grenville’s scheme that his Stamp Act was popular in Eng-
land. ‘“Great was the applause of this measure here. In England we cried

<enough, such measures as they thought might overcome it. A$ last what °

out for new taxes on America, whilst they créied out that they were nearly

crushed with those which the war and their own grants had brought upon
them.” Such was the commencement of a struggle which ended in the inde-
pendence of the American colonies. °

THE REGENCY BILL (1765 A.D.)

During the progress of the bill for the taxation of thé American colonies,
the king was attacked by a serious indisposition. On the nature of that ill-
ness the greatest secrecy was maintained. The family‘of George III at that
time consisted of George, prince of Wales, born on the 12th of %\ugust, 1762;
and of Frederick, duke of York, born on the 16th of August, 1763. The
differences of opinion between: the king and his ministers upon the Regency
Bill are of minor importance in a view of public affairs at this distance of time,

and require no elaborate detail. The king wished ¢hat the power of nomiaating .

a regent should h2 vested in himself. The ministry thought it desirable that a
regency during the minority of the suceessor to the thrgne should be distinctly
named. The king, indignant at the conduct of his ministers, sent for his unck*
the duke of Cungberland; and commissioned him to négotiate with Mr. Fitt
for a return to power. It was an embarrassing time in which fo contemplate
a change of ministry. America was getting into a flame of anger at the Stamp
Act. London was terrified by riots of Spitalfields weavees, upon the rejection
of a bill which would have prohibited the import4tidn of forgign silks. <What

_ Burke calls “the vertigo of the Regency Bill”’ produced changes whicli an

untoward aspect of national affairs might have failed o €ifect. © :

The rumours that the king contemplated a change of ministers produced
an opiniofi in one then unconnected with official lifg, but ¢whoelooked upon
political affairs, and public men, from a higher elevation tifan most obseryers

" of the shiftirf scenes of that time. Edmund Burke announced to a friend,

with reference to Pitt, that “this crisis will show whether pride or patriotism
be predominant in his character.” The duke of Cumbgtland went to Hayes,
and there Jearned the “plan of politics” which«Pitt chose “td diz’b\“fte ¥—that
general wargants should be repudiated; that dismissed officers should be
restored; that Protestant alliances should be formed, to balance the¢Family

i
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Compact of the Bourbons. .There was some difference of opinion about ap-
ointments, but these might havg been removed. Parl Temple was sent for;
End althpugh he was intended for the office of first lerd of the treasury, he
rsuaded his Sther-in-law to give up the negotiation. He was seeking a

inisterialaklimnce with his brother, George Grenville, to whom he had become

" Teconciled, end he.conceived the plan of inducing Pitt to joen thene; in which

. ROCKINGHAMA ASSUMES THE MINISTRY (1765 A.D.)

union he fancied he saw a power that would pqable them to stand alone with-
out the suppoft of dyeal whigs or courtly tories. The kiggewas obliged to call
back his ministers, G ville and Bedford. They dictated terms to the king,
who eoweg to the !nirg;ters to retire, and said “if he Nad not broken out into
the most prefuse swea heeshould have been suffocated with indigpation.”

Pitt was again applied to; and he again declined to take office withogt Berd
Temple, who persevered in his resolution, at an audience which kzoth had of

the king.

The whig families were again resorted to. The duke of Newecastle again
obtained a post of honour in receiving the privy seal; the duke of Grafton
became one of the secretarieg of state, with General Conway as the other
secretary; and the marquis of Rockingham was named first lord of the treas-
urv.  Untried colts and worn-out hacks were harnessed together, to drag the
state coach through the sloughs in which it was travelling. They pulled
honestly side by side for a brief journey; and then came to a dead stop. This
ministry had the lasting credit of bringing one man of extraordinary genius
into public life, though in a subordinate situation. The eloquent gratitude
of Bdmund Burke t8 the marquis of Rockingham has made us think favourably
of the head of this gninistry, for “sound principles, enlargement of mind, clear
and saggcious sense, “u}d unshaken fortitude.” Such qualities were needed
ab such a crbis.

The Rockingham administration came into office on the 10th of July.
Parliament had been prorogued previous to their appointment; and a few
months passed on without any disturbing events. At last came intelligence

. whicks demanded grave andeanxious consideration. In the autumn of 1765,

0

|

various letters were received by Mr. Secretary Conway, frog official persons
in America, rélating tje particulars of tiots at Boston and it the colony of
*Rhode Island. At Boston, the effigy of the gentleman who had accepted the
oﬂ*e of stam istributor was hung upon a tree, which yas subsequently
called Liberty” Tree; his house was sacked, and he was compelled to promise
to resign his office. These riots went on for a fortnight, with much wanton
destruction of propesfy. A letter from New York of the 25th of September,
to Conway, sayg ““the gtnéral scheme concerted throughout seems to have
Jbeeh, first, by menace or force; to oblige the stamp-officers to resign their em-
ployments, it which hey have generally succeeded; and next, to destroy the
stamped,papers upon their arrival — that, having no stamps, necessity might
be an excuse for%he digpatch of business without them.” But more impor-
tadt than the outPages of mobs#were the solemn proceedings of a congress at
New York, comprising delegfites from nine assemblies. They cdntinued their
sittings for three weeks; and then passed fourteen resolutions, in which they
maintained the right,of every British subject to be taxed only by his own
consent, 3/’ that of his legal representatives; and that their only legal repre-
sentativgs were thoSe gnnually chosen to serve as members of the assembly of
.fach province.
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The administration was in a position of extreme difficulty. The strong
opposition of the colonial assemblies was a reason for mipsters re-considering
the measures of their predecessors; but a submission to the JYiolent resistance
to the authority of the imperial legislature would be to manifest an unworthy
fear, which might have the effest of encouraging other resistanes to the law,_ ,
But there were consequences arising out of the discontent and resentment, of' !
the colonists which were producfive of immédiate evils at home, and threatened
greater dangers for the fugure. ~ A petition of the merchants of London trading
to North America set forth, that this commerce, so negessary for the support
of multitudes, was under such difficulties that its utten'[ruinfwas apprehewded;
and that, several millions sterling, due to the merchanf’ of Great Britain, were
<« witkheld by the colonists, on the plea tha the taxes and restrictioss laid upon
«  them had rendered them unable to meet their engagements. Scagcely seeing
a way out ¢t the difficulties that surrounded them, t/ie ministers, on the meet-
ing of parliament on the 14th of January, after thy Christmas recess, laid the,
apers before the two houses which “give any light into the origin, the pro-e
gress, or the tendency, of the disturbances which Eave of late prevailed in some
of the northern colonies.” Such were the terms of the king’s speech. His
majesty said, that he had issued orders for the exertion of all ¢he powers of
government for the suppression of riots and turaults; and added, “ Whatever
remains to be done on this occasion I commit to your wisdom.”

©
Q
THE REPEAL OF THE STAMP ACT (1766 A.D.)

A debate ensued in the commons, which was reported by two members,
and printed in Paris — the houses still strictly forbidding the publication of
their proceedings. On that night Burke made his first speech in parliament;
and Pitt, whose voice had not been heard for a year, delivered one of those
orations which, however imperfectly recorded, give us g 1iotion of that suprem-
acy that, broken as he was in health, wrapped in flannels, and ‘giving effect
to his action with a crutch, he still, above all men, exercised over his contem-
poraries. In a letter which he:wrote from Bath on the 9th, he said, “If I can
crawl, or be carried, I will deliver my mind and heart upon the state of Amer-
ica.”  What he then spoke was remembered and repeated as the great centest -
went on; and by.none more diligently thar by the colonists. He went with
them to the fuii’extent of denying the right of the British legislgbure to ipnpose
taxes without representation. He touched upon greateprinciples that ex®*
tended beyond this question of taxing the American colonies: “There isgan
idea in some that the colonies are virtually represented in this house. I 3
would fain know by whom an Ameriean is represented here? Is he repre-
sented by any knight of the shire, in any county in this kingdom? Would ;
to God that respactable representation was augniented to a wreateg nufhber!
Or will you tell him that he is represented by any representative of a boroﬁgh_

‘—a borough, which, perhaps, its own representative “never Saw? This 1s
what is called ‘the rotten part of the constitution.” It cannot confinue the I
century; if it does not drop, it must be amputated.q The“ideasof ® virtual °
representation of America in this house is the most contempfible idea that effer
entered into tke head of a man; it does not deserve a serious refutation.  The
commons of America, represented in their several assemblies, have ever been
in possession of the exercise of this, their constitutionad right, of giving ‘and
granting their own money. They would have been slaves if they had not
enjoyed it.” 3 e € ‘

Grenville replied to Pitt, and defended his Stamp Aet: “When*I pre-,
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. Pitt was permitted again to speak, the house being clamorous to hear him.
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posed to tax Ameri¢a, T asked the house, if any gentleman would object to
the right. I repeafedly asked it, and no man would attempt to deny it.
Protection and obedience arg rteiprocal. Great Brifain protects America;
Americasis boundsto yield obedience.. If not, tell me when®the Americans were
emancipated? sWhen they want the profecfjon of thls kingdom, they are

» always very Téady to ask it. That protection has always heen afferded them
in the most full and ample manner.» The nation has run itself into an immense
debt to give them their protection: and now th&y are gallgd upon to contribute
a small share towards the public expense, an expense arising from Yhemselves,
they renounce yoyr awthority, insult your officers, ahd break out, I might
almo®t say, ifito open rdbelljon. The seditious spirit of the colonies pwes its
birth to the factions in this house.” 4 1 W
There are passages in his sqeond speech which show how much the h8use gained”

in this departure from its Srdinary rules. We may give the concluding sum-

anary of the orator’s opiniol\s: “A great deal has been said without doogs, of
sthe power of the strength, of America. Itisa topic that ought to be cautiously
meddled witl. In a good cause, on a sound bottom, the force of this country
can crush America to atoms. In such a cause, your success would be hazard-
ous. America, if she fell, would fall like a strong man. She would embrace
the pillars of the state, and pul? down the constitution along with her. Is this
your boasted peace? Not to sheathe the sword in itsscabbard, but to sheathe
it in the bowels of your countrymen ? The Americans have not acted in all
things with prudence and temper. They have been wronged. They have
been driven to madness by injustice. Will you punish them for the madness
you have occasiongd? Rather let prudence and temper come first from this
side. I will undertake for America that she will follow the example. There
are two lines in a ballad of Prior’s, of a man’s behaviour to his wife, so appli-
cable to you and yolrscolonies that I cannot help repeating them:

® ® 3 v ;
Be to her faults a little blind :

Be to her virtues very kind.
-

Upon the whole, T will beg leave to tell the house what is really my opinion.
It is that the Stamp Act be repealed absolutely, totally, and immediately.
That the reason for the repeal be assigned, because it was fougded on an erro-
neous principles, At the same time let the sovereign authority &™this country
Quer the colonies be aderted in as strong terms as can be devised, and be
made to extend to evemy point of legislation whatsoever. That we may bind
thei®trade, confine their manufactures, and exercise every power whatsoever,

~ sexcept that of taking their money out of, their pockets without their consent.”

The petitions agaigst the American Stamp Act, and the papers laid before
narliamgent, occupied »in the scommons the attention of a committee of the
wholg hous? for three weeks. Several persons were also examined, amongst
whom was Benjamin<ranklin. After this examination of papers and wit-

esses, the repeal of the Stamp Act was recommended by the committee of the
. Wwhole holgse, and g declaratory resolution was adopted: “That the king’s
majesty, by ahd with thé consenf of the lords spiritual and temporal, and
commons of Great Britain, insparliament assembled, had, hath, ®nd of right
ought te have, full power and authority to make laws and statutes of sufficient
force and validity to bind the colonies and people of America, subjects of the
crown of, Gagett Britain;’in all cases whatsoever.” The distinction which Pitt
ad maintained, thatyparliament was not competent to pass a law f&r taxing
the'.COIODJQS. was set at ought bythis resolution. But it was confended that
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though the right existed, it was impolitic to exercise it, and therefore the

Stamp Act ought to be cepealed. Pitt adhexed to his qpinion, but did not

attempt to divide the house. A Declaratory Bill was passed, embodying the

principle of the power of parliament to bind the colonies “ir¢ all cases*whatso-
ever.” " o €.

Whilst ¢shis bill was passing into law, a strong oppositiop was getting e *
against the bill for the repeal of the Stamp Act, which was about to be pro-
posed by the governmegt. The house of commons came to a decisive vote
on the 21st of February, on the resolution that léave shduld be given to bring
in a bill for the repeal 6f the Stamp Act. The resolufion v:as moved by Con-
way. He drew a strong picture of the mischiefs tkat had alfeady enfued.

< Thetrade of England was not only stoppad, but in d¢nger of being lost. The

« _conflict would ruin both countries. “If we did not repeal the act, he had no «
doubt but France and Spain would declare war, an;l protect the fimericans®”
Grenville exposed the futility of maintaining a r',bﬁt in the Declaratory Bill

«Which the government would not dare to assert., Pitt demanded the repeals
as due to the liberty of unrepresented subjecyf. The scene after the ter-*
mination of the debate on that February morning has been‘ described by
Burke? in glowing words; but words not too lofty for the great occasion: I

remember, sir, with a melancholy pleasure, the situation of the honourable
gentleman who made the motion for the repeal; in that crisis, when the whole
trading interest of this empire, crammed into your lobbies, with a trembling
and anxious expectation, waited, almost to acwinter’s return of Iight, their fate
from your resolutions. When, at length, you had determined in their favour,
and your doors, thrown open, showed them the figure of their deliverer in the
well-earned triumph of his important victory, Trom the whole of that grave
multitude there arose an involuntary burst of gratitude and transport. They
jumped upon him like children on a long absent father. They clung about
him as captives about their redeemer. All England, all' America, joined to
his applause. Nor did he seem insensible to the best of all eazthly® rewards,
the love and admiration of his fellow citizens. Hope elevated afid joy bright-
ened his crest.” Such was the enthusiasm tow4rds Conway, the mover of the
resolution. Walpoled has described the difference in the reception of Pitt
and Grenville. When Pitt appeared, the erowd pulled off their hats, huz-
zaed, and many followed his chair home with shouts and benedictions. Gren-"
ville was hisS{; and in a rage, seized the nearest man to hig by the collar.

“Providentially the fellow had more humour than sp.een — ‘ Well, if* I mgg:

not hiss,” said he, ‘at least I may laugh,’ and laughec n his face. The jest

caught; had the fellow been surly and resisted, a tragedy had prolbly
ensued.” The bill for the repeal finally passed the commons by a large major-s

ity; and the lords, by a majority of more than thirty: .

@ €48 ke €
PITT CREATED EARL OF CHATHAM (1766 A.D.) i e
Pitt has been greatly blamed for not allying himself with the Roekingham
administeation. He was invited by them with an earnestness that approached” .
to obsequiousness. He turned a deaf ear tg, their overtures. They fell, from -
their inability to stand against the unwilling support of the sovereign, and the
intrigues of those who arrogated to themselves the exclusive title of the king’s
friends. This ministry did popular things. They gave in to the clameur of
the weavers, by passing an act for restraining the impdrtation ofSéozeign silks.

They repealed the cider tax. They passed resolutions declaring the illegality

of general warrants, and condemning the selzure of ptivate papers, tQ discover
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the authors of libels. Their concessions in some degree indicated their weak-
ness. Several of theis minor supporters deserted thent. The duke of Grafton
left them, resigning his office df seeretary of state, on ¢he ground that they
wanted “huthority, dignity, and extension’’; that he knew but one man who
coyld give thary Strength and solidity; and that were that person to give his
" Raistance, ' ae should with pleasure take up the spade andehe pickaxe, and
dig in the trenches.”’ _ 4} A
° A disagreenzent engued in the cabinet; the king wes taldethat the ministry
could not go on as the}_,we‘re; and his majesty, in July, resolved to send for
Mr. Pjitt, and $b toM his\ servants. The king wrote him a letter, expressing
his desize to have his thdughts “how an able and dignified ministry gay be
formed,” Pitt answeredthe king —*‘ penetrated with the deepest semse™f
‘your ma,jestx;s boundless goodness to me, and with a heart overflowing with
duty and zeal for the honojir and happiness of the most gracious afid benign
sovereign.” Lord Temple vias sent for by the king; and his majesty wrote to
Jlr. Pitt, who was ill, that hfo( had opened a desire to see his lordship inghg
treasury; but that “he seems{o incline to quarters very heterogeneous to my
~ and your idea§, and almost a total exclusion of the present men.” Temple
was ambitious.» He was indignant at the idea of being “stuck into a ministry
as a great cypher at the head of the treasury, surrounded with other cyphers
all named by Mr. Pitt.” The ministry was at length formed. The duke of
Grafton becamg head of the treasury;. General Conway and Lord Shelburne,
secretaries of state; Lord Camdeny lord chancellor; Charles Townshend, chan-
cellor of the exchequer. Mr. Pitt, to the great surprise of the world, on taking
the office of lord privy seal went to the house of peers as earl of Chatham.

The transformasion of Pitt into Chatham is held to have destroyed his
popularity. “That fatal title blasted all the affection which his country had
borne to him, and whjch he had deserved so well. The people, though he had

'~ done no act to oceasionreproach, thought he had sold them for a title.” The
city of Lofdon?declined to present an address on the appointment to office of
the man they had idolised. The objectors seem to have forgotten the bodily
infirmities which necessarily prevented him taking the post in the house of
commons which a prime minister was expected to take; and they scarcely gave
him creglit for the power which remained to him of influencing his colleagues
by the vigour of his plans, when he sould not command a popx&mwsembly by
the splendour of*his elogzience.  He had large projects of statesmanship. He
wag anxious to cemen, an alliance with the Protestant states of Europe, to
counterbalance the Fandily Compact of France and Spain, whigh was leading
thos®powers again to meditate attacks upon England. He sent an ambassa-
Hor to confer with the czarina of Russia and Frederick of Prussia; but Fred-
erick was indignant atdthe treatment he had received at the peace, and could
place 1o reljance qn 2 policy®so subject to the consequences®of ministerial
change. There isa strong testithony to the rare powers of Lord Chatham’s
mrind, at an eady peri®d of his admmistration. Charles Townshend for the
Est time gtended the cabinet as chancellor of the exchequer, when the great

atesman gleveJoped his views of the position of Europe. “Mr. Towrtshend,”
says ¢he duke of Grafton in his memoirs, “was particularly astonished’, and
ownedl to me, as I was carrying’him home in my carriage, that Lofl Chathzm
had jyst shown us what inferior animals we were, and that much as we had
seen oz him before, he Jjd not conceive till that night his superiority to be so
very transcéilent.” e minister contemplated important changeg in the
government of Irelansl. “To enaple himself to contend with thg powerful

confiectionssthere, heupré'posed to establish himself upon the basis of a just

H. W.— VOL. XX. 2R
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popularity, by shortening the duration of parliament, and granting other
measures which the Irfsh appeared to haveanost at haeart.” Lord Chatham *
also had in view organic changes in the constitution of the East India Com-
pany — their astonishing dominjon having now become ‘am anomfly in the
absence of government contral, and their vast revenues the fpeans of adminig-
tering to¥private rapacity and injustice. - AEoNE s
The administration entered upon its duties at a period‘of domestic trouble,
The season wase qne f extreme wetness. The haryest failed; and riots
attended ‘the rising price of corn. But the pricé hgd not quite reached the
point at which exportation was forbidden. By an oyder i cotneil an embargo
was lgid on exportation. The parliament hadeot foeen called together, as it
might have been, to sanction the meagure, which ¢ame into operation on the
24th of September. Parliament met, according to'the date of its prorogation;
on the 1fth of November. The first appearance/bf Chatham irf the housé of
lords was to defend the order in council on th¢'ground of public necessity.
amden and others in both houses maintained its legality. Fierce debatts
ensued, in which this exercise of the prerogatije was compared to former un-
constitutional attempts to set up a dispensing power. It was’thought essen-
tial to mark that such an exercise of the prerogative was nat constitutignal,
An act of indemnity was therefore passed to exonerate those who had advised
and acted upon the order in council. A parliamentary inquiry info the affairs
of the East India Company was now forced on by Chatham, jn opposition to
the wishes of several of his colleagues. He refused to impart to them the
nature and extent of his plans. Several of the Rockingham party resolved to
secede from him. He had to form new combinations of public men, and fo
quiet the apprehensions of those who were accused of being despotically gov=
erned by him. <

" ¢
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CHATHAM'S ILLNESS _ ¢ *

During the Christmas recess Chatham went to Bath, where he became
seriously ill. Parliament assembled, and the prime minister was not in his
place. His cabinet fell into disorder. The fatal effects of the absence of the
chief, and his unwillingness to entrust responsibility to his colleagyes, were
signally manifested, when the chancellor of the exchequer commended the
Stamp Acf;"ind again proposed to tax the colonies. Burkéhas described in
his speech upon American taxation this strange diso‘g@nis&tion of Lérd Chat-
ham’s minstry, “ When his face was hid but for a ntoment, his whole system
was on a wide sea, without chart or compass.” « -

That portion of the life of Chatham when he was nominally the head of
the administration, but wholly incapable of directing the national affairs, and
altogether sheinking from that direction, is ascdifficult to, understand as it 4§
melancholy to contemplate. The true solttion of this fhystety is that the
intellect of Chatham was temporarily enfeebled, alntost destroyed; that -he
did not resign office, although incapable of performing its duties, because.t
ordinary perceptions of his mind were clouded to an extent {,,hat:left him ro.
power of judgment; and that when he did#esign, i Octaber, 1768, on ageount
of “the deplorable state of his health,” his mind had to some extent reSumed
its vigour, though his bodily infirmities were as great as ever. " e

The ministry struggled on with considerable difficulty through the.session
of 1768. There had been many changes in.its composition. ,Slrarles Towns=
hend had died of fever. His brilliant talents were neutralised by his levity;
and it wa$ clear that if his ambition had placed him‘at the head af'ehe goYCIEE
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ment, he would have done some rash things — perhaps precipitated a® war
with America earlier than the ydhleman, Lord North, who succeeded Towns-
hend as the chancgllor of exchéquer.  The parliament, how approaching the
end of its septennjial term, was dissolved on the 11th of March, 1768,

, - The newsparhament was opened on the 10th of May, 176.8. In his most
in'lportant seshion *the non-publicatipn of debates was enforced with almost
unequalled strictness. - The rigid enforcement of the standing order for the
exclusion of stringersawenf, cn from 1768 to 1774 —%he*whole teem of the
duration of this parl'{ame. t, thus known as the Unreported Parliament.

® »

Ao 2
'  ANOTHAR WILKES QONTEST (1768 A.D.) e

" At the opsning of parli\ment the ministry comprised Lord Camslen, lord

chancellor; the duke of Grefton, first lord of the treasury; Lord Shelburne,
sqeretary of state; Lord Noruh, chancellor of the exchequer. Lord Chatham
ssill held the privy seal, but continued unable to discharge any official dut®s:
It was the duke of Grafton’s ministry. The new parliament commenced in a
tempest of popular violence, such as had been unwitnessed in England for
many years. John Wilkes, the outlaw, suddenly returned from France, at the
time when the writs had been issued for a general election, and he declared
himself a candidate for the city of London.e He was of course the favourite
of the rabble; &ut prone as that constituency generally is to favour dema-
gogues, he was rejected. The mitisters, instead of trying to disarm him by
clemency, or of erushing him at once by putting his sentence into execution,
rested content with his letters to the law-officers of the treasury pledging his
honour to appear in the court of king’s bench. He forthwith stood for Middle-
sex; and the electors there being chiefly of the lowest class, he was chosen by a
large majority. When he surrendered himself, he was committed to the king’s
bench prisqp; meantime the city was kept in a constant state of terror by the
riots of his partisans. It was his boast that he could “halloo the rabble like
so many bull-dogs’’ to any purpose he pleased, by the use of the words “lib-
erty,” “arbitrary power,” and similar magic terms.

The court of king’s bench reversed Wilkes’ sentence of outlawry on account
of some irregularity in it, but the two verdicts against him were confirmed,
and he was condgmned to pay two fines of £500, and be impi®sceed for two
years. Subscriptfons wege forthwith maised among his admirers to pay his
debes; he received aburddance of presents; and his face, which was remarkable
for itg,ugliness, Qﬁcame the ornament of numerous signboards® The dema-
gogue soon after, having got hold of a letter from Lord Weymouth, the secre-
tary, to the Surrey magistrates, approving®f their conduct in putting down a
riot in St. George’s ﬁelg;, in jvhich some lives were lost, publishgd it with a
preface, ®alling that affair in the, true demagogic style “a horrid massacre,
andsthe consequence of 2 hellish project deliberately planned”’; and as at the
bar of the ﬁouse'he claimed the thanks of his country for having set “that
b-ody scrold’” in a proper light, he was expelled the house, and a new wgit was
ordered for "Middlesek. 9 .

Evéry artifice for inflaming the pbpulace was put in requisition, ad Wilkas

- was re-elected; but the Jouse declared him incapable of sitting during that
parliament, He was retprned again, and again his election was declared to be
void. He stgog once mare, and Colonel Luttrell who opposed him was pro-
nounced td be duly elected, though Wilkes had an immense majority of the

. votes, Thesneedy patTiotshad already been relieved by a subscription; and
the gitizens’or London, honouring the mere names of liberty and patriotism in
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one who disgraced them both, with that absence of real political wisdom cha,rl
acteristic of such bodies, elected him to the Yjgnity of<filderman. A political
club, named the “Sotiety for supporting the Bill of Rights.” of which he was g
principal member, was formed inc1770, but it was soon discogered that a great
part of the funds had been diverted to the payment of the patriot’s debtsqapd
to the purchase bf an annuity for him. The democratic party,”however, still
adhered to him; he was lord mayor in due course, and finally obtained the
great object of His‘ambition, the lucrative post of Cljb‘ chamberlain.
A rival of Wilkes in the trade of patriotism, ?u a lpss fortunate adven-

€ €

turer, was the reverend John Horne. This man had entered the cherch, it
wouldeappear, merely as a profession, and withoy. even a belief in its doc-
trine§; but finding it not to answer his expectationg, he abandorfed it. A mag
who has deen a teacher of religion, and whao fronj. scruples of aonscience has
retired from the sacred profession, should, in ourpinion, select some pursuit,
medicine for instance, which would harmonise in some measure with that
swhich he had abandoned, if it were only to evince his having acted from puse
motives. But Horne had none of this delicay of feeling; he was ambitious
of turbulent distinction; he aimed at being a lawyer and a member of parlia-
ment. He ran a career of vice and sedition; was familiar With the walls of
prisons, and died a dependent on the bounty of his friends.
'THE LETTERS OF JUNIUS 3

It was also at this time that that most powerful but most unserupulous
of political satirists who subscribed “Junius” to his letters attacked the
king and his ministers in the most envenomed style. A His letters now form
a portion of our literature, and are models in their class of compositions. His
secret was never divulged, and ingenuity has long been exercised in the
attempt to discover the real author. Lord George %ermaine ang Sir Philip
Francis! are those in whose cases the strongest apparent preofs have been
given. Lord Chatham, Edmund Burke, and other persons have been on
various grounds suspected of the authorship.c

The one paramount desire of Junius was to destroy the administration of
the duke of Grafton. He had no large concéption of a general policy that
should uniés & great party in the condtict of affairs if thgt administration
were destroyed. The two questions wkich absorbed the thotights ang divided
the opinions of all public men were the contest betyeen parliamentary p#ivi-
lege and Willses, and the more perplexing quarrel between the mothergeoun-
try and the North American colonies. It was known that the king held the
most decided opinions on both tHese questions — that he would have pur=
sued Wilkes to the utmost reach of power, whatevet might be the unpopu=
larity; and that he would assert the right of thxation oves the golonies, what-
ever might be the danger of rebellion and war. The ministry of the duke of
Grafton was committed, in a great degree, to an«agreement with, the will of
the sovereign, less perhaps from conviction than from an impereect view ff
the consequences of persisting in a doubtful carecr. A% this juscture Lord
Chatham, having ceased to be at the heatll of affairs, was free toepurgue his

own declared sentiments on the subject of American taxation, and to form

[* But who was Junius? Who lurked beneath that name, or rather, accordit.% to the
motto he assumed, that ‘ shadow of a name” ? This question, &hich has iready employed 50
many peps and filled so many volumes, cannot be $o fully dealt witl} insthe%e pages. Butl
will not affect to speak with doubt when no doubt exists in sy mind. From the proofs
adduced by‘ others, and on a clear conviction of ‘my own, which I am houn us frankly g‘)
express, I affirm that the author of Junius was no other tlfan Sir Philip Francis.—STAN®OFE.

.
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, an independent judgment on -the case of Wilkes. He had become reconciled
to his brother-in-law3.Lord Te‘mrfle, and was looked *upon as having joined
the Grenyille party. But though he agreed with Geerge Grenville on the
unconstitutional’:proceedlng's of the Itouse qf commons In the matter of the
Middlesex eleetion, he was totally opposed to Iam on the subject of America.

e Rockinghamsparty, of whose policy Burke was now dhe gramt parlia-
mentary expositor,] fast to the popular pringciples in the dispute with the
frecholders of Middlesg, bpt,repudlated any such assortianeof authority over
the colonies as George € enville had maintained. Junius not only supported
but piomptedoWilk%s in\every act that could damage ’cbe.ministry. But he
also spoke insthe most apnteémptuous terms of any individual or any party
that deemed’he colonist: anything But rebels, to be trodden down as tr8u-

- “plgsome versin. Ostensiply he was an adherent of George Grenvilie. Had
he any real principles ? e was not a politician, in the higher schse of the
word. He had some selfish ambition to gratify; he had some private griev-

ances to revenge. He might be a writing puppet, moved by some ORg of
higher mark —a Francis, or & Dyer, prompted by a Temple. He might be
o man of noble birth, mining like a mole; whose vanity was gratified by the
nokoriety which he commanded — pleased with acquiring another self-con-
seiousness than that which belagnged to his proper person. Whoever he was,
he had essentially a paltry mind.

®

(q°]

»
THE REAPPEARANCE OF CHATHAM (1769 A.D.)

On the 9th of May, 1769, the parliament was prorogued. It was the day
after the final decision on the Middlesex election. In the speech from the
throne the members*were exhorted, “ with more than ordinary earnestness,”
to exert their utmogt efforts for the maintenance of the public peace. The
excitemegt throughout the country was considerable, but it rarely took the
form of tumutt. It was manifest, however, that the supposed victory of
the government would not give the nation that quiet which sanguine cour-
tiers anticipated. Lord Chatham came forth from his long retirement, and
attended the king’s levee on the 7th of July —*“he himself, in propria per-
sona, end not in a strait waistcoat,” as Walpole writes. From the manu-
seript memoirs of the duke of Graston we find that Chatham, when called by
the king into his closet, objected to the course which had begn pursued in
the case of Wilkes, and stated ““ that he doubted whether his health would
: eye%again allow him to attend parliament, but if 1t did, and if he should give

, his dissent to 4ny measure, that his majesty would be indulgent enough to
believe that it would not arise from amy personal consideration.”

~On the 9th of Jam'ua,ry, 1770, the parliameﬁt was opened by the king.
"With & singular want of perteption of the ridiculous, the firet words of the
royal speech were these: “ My fords and gentlemen: It is with much concern
that I ﬁn’d my3elf ob®eed to open the session of parliament with acquainting
\you that,t_kfe distemper among the horned cattle has lately broke out in this
kingdom#” The Petitions which had been presented from corporations and
couljtiesoreceived 1o notice in this speech. Junius, with some justiee, said
to the duke of Grafton, “ Wilile the whole kingdom was agitated with &nx-
10us: expectation upon’ one great point, you meanly evaded the question;
and tnstead gf the fifmness and decision of a king, gave us nothing but the
misery of % Tainéd grazier.” But a voice more terrible than that of Junius
was to rguse the gdverpment frgm its seeming unconcern. In the house of
lords, Chatharh moved an amendment to the address; pledging the peers that
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they.would take into their most serious consideration the causes of the dis- ,
contents which so genérally prevailed, and, particularls the late proceedings
in the house of commons touching the incapacity of John Wilkes, egquire, o
be elected a member of the present parliament. The scene in the upper
house on this occasion must kave been as exciting as any ine the historyg qfs
England.¢ The speech by which Chatham introducel tke aiendment, as
well as the speech of Lord Mansfield, and Lord Chatkanfs reply, were first
c e ¢ . bubljshed Y 1792, from g
G 1epQ'ct of Mr, Francis, after-
wagds Sir DPhilip Feancis,
ugfj_n whom wests the pre-
valing opiniorf that he was,
Jynius. We mgy judge by
the following passage of the
tendency of Chatham’g
speech: “ The liberty of the
g / subject is invgded, not only
B8 in the provinces, but here af
home! The <finglish people
are loud in their complaints;
they demand redress; and
depend uponeit, my loxds,
that, one way or another,
they will have redress. They
will never return to a state
of tranquillity till they are
redressed. Nor ought they.
For ingmy judgment, my
lords;and I speak Jt boldly,
it were better. for them to
perish in a glorious conten-
~ tion for their rights, than to
purchase a slavish tranquil-

« lity at the expense of a sin~
. gle iota of the constitution.”
Lord, Mansfteld spoke, con-

&

o~ L
WILLIXT MURRAY, EARL OF MANSFIELD

C

(1705-1793) tending that the proposed
4 amendment was an afgack
upon the (frivileges of the other house of parliament. "This pfoduced a reply ,

from Lord Chatham. : 3

After Chatham’s speech, the lord chancellor, Camdex, rose from the wool-
sack, and thus threw off all restraint: “I accépted the great seal without’
conditions; I meant not, therefore, to be frammelled by his majesty —el
beg pardon, by his ministers — but I have suffered.myself to*be so too long.
For some time I have beheld with silent indignation the arbitra‘i‘v:measurcs‘
of the minister. I have often drooped and hung down #fiy head # couneil,
and disapproved by my looks those steps which I knew*my avowed ofpo-
sitibn could tiot prevent. I will do so no longet, but openly and boldly speak
my sentiments; I now proclaim to the world that I entirely coincide in the
opinion expressed by my noble friend — whose preserée again g animates us
—respecting this unconstitutional vote of the house of commofise If, in
giving my opinion as a judge, I were to payany respget to that voteg I should
look upon myself as a traitor to my trust, and an enemy to my co#ntry. . y
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, their violent and tyrannical conduct, ministers have alienated the minds of -

the people from his, majesty’s ,zovernment — I hetd almost said from his
majesty.s persory.—lnsom\;cl!, that if some measures fre not devised to
appease the clagnours so universally prevalent, I know not, my lords, whether
. fhe people, e despgir, may not become théir own avengers, and take the
% dress of ghievancey into their own hands.” . °
In the house df dpmmons, the ‘marquis of ;Granby voted for the amend-
ment which hhd beey: prgpgsed in opposition to the gowernment. The lord
chancellor, and th c mmander-m-cluef, were thus jn open hostility with
the ether,members of the cabinet. Such an anomalous state could not long
endure. Chatham, Tenyple} and their friends, were waiting the isgue with
extreme solkitude. Gr:nby had bedn earnestly entreated to retain hés Mm- o ————
pand of the army in spte of his vote. “The king, it seems, an.d the duke, .
of Grafton are upon their knees to Lord Granby not to resign,” writes
. Temple to Chatham. Chatham grieves that twenty-four hours’ respite has
.heen granted to a minister’s entreaties. He was at last set at reqt bye |
Granby’s resignation. But he regrets that the chancellor had dragged the
great seal for an hour at the heels of a desperate minister. His high office
had been offered to Mr. Charles Yorke, the son of Lord-chancellor Hardwicke.
Tt was a prize he had long coveted; but to accept it would be to desert his
party. He declined. Three days after he went to the levee at St. James’;
and, at the aprnest entreaties of the king, he kissed the royal hand as chan-
cellor. Camden was dismissed.® Yorke, borne down by agitation of mind,
died, as was supposed by his own hand, on the 20th of January. On the
99nd there came on another great debate in the house of lords on the state
of the nation, in which Chatham announced his cordial union with the party
of Rockingham. °
The continued glebate on the state of the nation was deferred till the
2nd of February. Oh the 98th of January, the duke of Grafton resigned.
The king wad not unprepared for this event. On the 23rd of January he
thus wrote to Lord North: < Lord Weymouth and Lord Gower will wait
upon you this morning to Press you in the strongest manner to accept the
office of first lord commissioner of the treasury. My mind is more and more
. strengthened in the rightness of the measure, which would prevent every
other desertion. You must easily see that if you do not geeeps, 1 have no
peer af present’that I would consent,to place in the duke of Gratton’s employ-
ment.” ““The rightnéss of the measure” was to be tested by twelve years
of pational calamity. -

)
COLONTAI® AFFAIRS

»

The dsmestip aBitatioris during the period of the duke of Grafton’s
minlstry requireg to be given’in an unbroken narrative. We now take up
the more truly impdrient relation of those events in the North American
colonies,sand of the mode in which they were dealt with by the imperial
zovernnzent.s Thbse faots form the prologue to the tragedy of the*American
ReYolution. . > .

Tn 1768 a third secretary of state was appointed. The ofi® of secrétary
of gtate for Scotland had been abolished; but now a new place was created
for the earl of Hillsbgrough — the secretaryship of the colonies. It was a
position 8f authority which demanded a rare union of firmness and modera-
tion. Bt the seeftagy was a member of a cabinet divided in judgment on

the great tjuestion pf American taxation; and Lord Hillsborough was of the o °
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partyof the duke of Bedford, who held opinions on that subject, not exactly
in consonance with that ‘championship of oug free constittition which has been
claimed for him. Hillshorough had to deal ‘with colonig] subjects of the
British crown, whose, indignation.at tht Stamp <Act had kgen revived by
Charles Townshend’s fatal medsure for granting duties ‘n America on glass, .«
red and whiite leas, painters’ colours, paper, and tea. [ of.4E 4
The king, on opening the, parliament on the 8t?{'of"November, 1768,

spoke in seyere tecms of the proceedings in Nquth Ajacrica. © The spirit of
faction had broken out afresh; one of the colonies had Jprogeeded to acts
of violence and of resistance to the execution of the law; the capitgl town of
that colgny was in a state of disobedience to all"lawf and goverament — had
<« adopted measures subversive of the cortitution, agld attended $vith eircum- .
. Stances that might manifest a disposition to throw off their dependence on
Great Britdin. Not a word was uttered of the cause of this disobedience.
Turbulent and seditious persons were to be defeated. On the 15th of,
« December, in the house of lords, the duke of Bedford moved an address tos
the king, recommending that the chief authors and instigators of the late
disorders in Massachusetts should be brought to condign punishment; and
beseeching his majesty that he would direct the governor of that colony “so
take the most effectual methods for procuring the fullest information that
can be obtained touching all treasons or misprision of treason, committed
within this government since the 30th day of December last, ané to transmit
the same, together with the names of the per$ons who were most active in the
commission of such offences, to one of your majesty’s principal secretaries of
state, in order that your majesty may issue a special commission for inquiring
of, hearing and determining, the said offences within this fealm, pursuant to
the provisions of the statute of the 35th year of the réign of King Henry
VIII, in case your majesty shall, upon receiving the said information, see
sufficient ground for such a proceeding.” This most arbitrary proposal was
carried without a division. In the house of commons, at the chkening of the
session, Mr. Stanley, the seconder of the address, said that the people of
the insolent town of Boston ““must be treated #u aliens.”

We have now reached the period of Lord North’s administration. On
the 5th of March, 1770, on the house of commobns proceeding to talke into -
consideration the petition of the merchants of London trading to North
America, the Tirst lord of the treasury, in a temperate spedch, moved the
repeal of such portions of the act of 1767, as laid dutie§ wpon glass and other®
articles, omitting any mention of tea. “I cannot propose,” he said, “gny
further repeal than what it was my intention to promise them: The Ameri- F
cans, by their subsequent behaviour, kave not deserved any particular indul-
gence from this country.” Upon this principle, rng,ny'a? mistaken policy has
been persisted 1, out of pure defiance of the extesses whick thatgpoli®y has
provoked. “We will not be driven to repeal By any threats held out to s, ¥

" said the minister. He anticipated no larger revenue Than £12,000 a year
from the tea duties, but he would not give up the right to tax Ameri¢a whick ,
was asserted in the preamble of the act imposing the dutfs. eThe*proposi-
tion of Lord North was carried by a majority of sixty-tio. g
When thé& American colonists came to know that the British parliament
had repealed all the duties laid by the act of 1767, except that on tea,-the
spirit which had prompted the non-importation agresthents wgs somewhat
allayed. The citizens of New York determined by a iarge majonty Yoresume
importatiéng from England; and many orders were despatched in &July for
every kind of merchandise but tea. Other provinces vwere indigndnt witl
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the New Yorkers. Massachusetts maintained a position of sullen «efiance.
Although, for twd»or threg ygars, the;re was in America an apparent calm —
a decgptive ahsence of viblence which looked like peace —the time was

rapidly apprpaching when the exhortation of Mr.. Wedderburn, in 1770,
., sbefore me*lecamd Lord North’s solicitor-gtneral, would be looked upon as a

prophecy? “How,

sir, will it hereafter sound in the atnals o the present

reign, that all Ant rica — the fruit of so many years’ settlement, nurtured
by this country atbhe price of so much blood an@®trenstire — was lost to the
crown of Great ,Britain in the reign of George ITI?’, Whilst there is a lull in
thas trapsAtlantic tempest, let us revert to our domestic affairs — petty in

their deta;i'ls, but very significant jn their tendencies. °

- ®
2 ®  ARRESTS F\DR PUBLISHING PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES

2

In the session of parliament of 1771, there was a contest between the

+ Thouse of commons and the corporation of London, which was eventual¥ o
productive of the highest qublic benefit. = Although both houses held strenu-
ously to the principle that 1t was the highest offence to publish their debates,
sthe speeches of particular members were frequently printed. On the 8th of
February, 1771, Colonel Oaslow complained to the house of commons that
two newspapers had printed a motion he had made, and a speech against it;
and moreawer had called him Little Cocking George. Upon his motion, the
papers were delivered in arfd read; and the printer of the Gazelteer, R.
Thompson, and the printer of the Middlesex Chronicle, J. Wheble, were
ordered to attend the house. The printers could not be found to serve the
orders upon thém, and then the house addressed the king that he would issue
his royal proclamation for their apprehension. On the 12th of March, Col-

(4 TO"

day I shall only bring before the house three brace, for printing the debates.”

This wholdsale proceeding was resisted by motions for adjournment and

amendments, which protrgcted the debates till five o’clock in the morning,

onel Onslow saidshe was determined to bring this matter to an issue.

during which the house

ivided twenty-three times. Four of the printers

obeyed the orders of the house, made their submission, and were discharged.
Buf the affair now took a' more serious turn. The sergeant-at-arms had been
ordered to take J. Miller, of the London Evening Post, inte custody. Wheble
and,Thompsbn had, been previously arrested collusively, by some friends or
*» servants; and betg taken before Alderman Wilkes and Alderman Oliver,
mere dischgrged. Miller was apprehended by the officar of the house of
commons at his house in the city; but the officer was immediately himself
taken into custody, by a city constable. The parties went before the lord
mayor, Crosby; who was attended by Wilkes and Oliver. The lord mayor

dgdc_led #hat e arrest ot a citizen without the authority®of one of the city
. magistrates, was 2 violation "of its charters; and ordered Miller to be released,
‘and the officer of the commons to give bail to answer a charge of assault.

-]

Om the 18th of March, the deputy-sergeant-at-arms was desired by the

gpeaker toagivé. an decount of the transactions in the city. Tt was then
moved that Brass Crosby, esduire, lord mayor, and a membgr of parliament,
should attend in his place the next day. The lord mayor, although he was

il}, came amidst the huzzas of a crowd that echoed through the house.

He

whs permatted to ot whilst defending his conduct; and then he desiredTlto
he
-IOYd.mayor was allewed to metire. Charles Fox said ‘ theregare two otl_ler
, <rimifa®s, Alderman Oliver and Alderman Wilkes,” for which expression

“go hbrﬁe, Mavine been in hi bed-chamber sixteen or seventeer, days.
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“criminals ' he was gently reproved by Wedderburn, who had become
solicitor-general. Aldermah Oliver was then qrlered to aftend in his place,
Wilkes had written a letter to declare that he was the lawful member for
Middlesex, and would only appear ir the House as a®member. Mr. Caleraft
writes to Lord Chatham, ‘‘ The ‘ninisters avow Wilkes f."oo angerous to,
meddle with® He i to do what he pleases; we are tol submit! So his &
majesty orders; he will have ‘nathing more to do with t}at/devil Wilkes.”
On the 25th of , Marchethe 1dvd mayor and Alderman Qliver fusre in ‘their places,
In the course of the debate upon a proposal to commit them to,the Tower,
members came in, and reported that they had been insulted on their svay éo
the house., The magistrates of Westminster were‘called, and wese ordered
to disper#e the mob. The debate proceeded. The loyd mayor, béing again
permitted to gvithdraw, said he should submit himself /;0 whatever the house
should do. The populace took the horses from his coach, and drew him in
triumph to the Mansion house. After a sitting of nine hours, a motion for
.adjournenent was rejected. When the speaker asked Alderman Oliver what
he had to say in his defence, he replied, “I know the punishment I am to
receive is determined upon. I have nothing to say, neither in my own
defence nor in defence of the city of London. Do what you please. I defye
you.” ¢

Before the motion for committing Alderman Oliver to the Tower was

carried, Colonel Barré left the house, followed by Dunning, ane about a
dozen other members. He wrote to Chathanf, “I spoke to this question
about five minutes only, but I believe with great violence.” To the Tower

was Oliver conducted quietly at seven o’clock on the morning of the 27th.

On that day the lord mayor again came to the house to attend in his place.

A tremendous riot ensued. Mr. Calcraft described thé scene to Lord
Chatham: “ The concourse of people who attended the lordemayor is incred-

ible. They seized Lord North, broke his chariot, had get nim amongst them,

and but for Sir William Meredith’s interfering would probably have demol-
ished him. This, with the insults to other members, caused an adjournment

of business for some hours.” The justices came to the bar to declare they
could not read the Riot Act. '

The lord mayor and Alderman Oliver remained prisoners in the Tower,

till the parliament ¢vas prorogued on the 8th of May. A prorpgation sus-
pends the power under which the privilege of committal is exércised. The
house wisely resolved not to renew the perilous dispute with the city in the ®*
ensuing session. §Vith equal wisdom the printers of the debates were

more threatened or arrested. On the 1st of May, Chatham told the peers
some wholesome truths, on the subject ©f the publication of parliamentary
proceedings. The dissatisfaction of the people “had mtade them uncom-
monly attentive t the proceedings of parliamenf. Hence the publicatfon
of the parliamentary debates. And where was“the injury, if the membefs e
acted upon honest principles? For a public assembly %o be afrafd of having * °
their deliberations published is monstrous, and speaks for itself.” &t was « ¢
some years before these principles were completely rezognistd, in the con- J
viction that a full and impartial report of the¢debates in pérliament és ong

of the ‘best securities for freedom, for a respect for the laws, and for raising

up a national tribunal of public opinion in the place of the passions of dema-
gogues and the violence of mobs. The triumph of the “ sisereanty’” of 1771

led the way fo the complete establishment of that wonderful systers of‘report-

ing, which hag rendered the newspaper presz of this eoulitry the clearest,
mirror of the aggregate thought of a reflecting people. . R . .
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THE ROYAL MARRIAGE ACT (1372 A.D.)

- : 3 ®

On the 20th of Februaty, 1772, the following raya) message was brought
down to boty hduses of parliament: ‘ €eorge R. his majesty being desirous,
tion for his own family,%nd anxious concern for the future
welfare of hiseo}le, and the hgnour and dignity of his trown, Yhat the right
of approvin al? \rriages in the royal famity (which ever has belonged to the
kings of this realml as asmatter of public conce’n) Ay be made effectual,
recommends toyboth houses of parliament to take into their serious considera-
tisn whetler it may not be wise and expedient to supply the defect of the laws
now in being; and, by %me ney provision, more effectually tos gugrd the
descendats of his lat? majesty King George IT (other than the issde of prin-
cesses who have married or may hereafter marry into foreign Jamilies) from
marrying without the approbation of his majesty, his heirs, or successors, first
had and obtained.”

The Royal Marriage Bill was presented next day to the house of lsrds. 2§
made provision that no pince or princess descended from George IT — with
the exception of the issue ol princesses married abroad — should be capable of

» contracting matrimony without the previous consent of the king, his heirs, or

)

successors. But it also previded that if any such descendant of George 0L
being above the age of twenty-five, should persist in a resolution to marry,
the king’s®onsent being refused, he or she might give notice to the privy coun-
cil, and might at any time Within twelve months after such notice contract
marriage, unless both houses of parliament, before the expiration of twelve
months, should expressly declare their disapprobation of such intended mar-
riage. After e8nfinued and vehement debates in both houses, the bill became
law; and it still continues in force. Its provisions appear to be imperfectly
understood. Itsis called by Massey / “an encroachment upon the law of
naturg — an impiouss and cruel measure.” There is a constitutional appeal
against ar unjust exercise of the prerogative. Such an appeal has never been
made; but it would mosf probably not be made in vain, if any case should
arise which would justify parliament in not supporting the sovereign in the
assertion of an arbitrary power.

A\l

% EAST INDIAN TEA IN BOSTON HARBOUR °

In 1773, the p%iv’;liament turned from its long course of anti-popular con-
Jests, to logk seriously at a matter of paramount nationab importance. The
pecuniary affairs of the East India Company had fallen into great disorder.
On the 2nd of March a petition was %presentecs from the company to the house
of commons, prayfhg for the assistance of a loan of a million and a half sterling.

In®the #evious session a select committee of the house ha® been appointed to

inquire into, the affairs of the company. The necessity for such an INquiry was

" strongly urged, upom financial and moral grounds. The net revenues of

Bengdl, had dgcreased; the natives were distressed and discontented; the
gompény's servants %ere arbitrary and oppressive. General Burgoyne, the
movet of the resolution fog a Yommittee, made an eloquent agpeal to the feel-
ings of the house: §The fate of a great portion of the globe; the fate of great
states, in which your own is involved; the distresses of fifteen millions of
people; the rjghts $f humanity; are involved in this question.”

[The details of this affair hire given in our history of India (volyme xxii) and

»need Aot be repeated here. But there was one feature of the parliamentary

» ‘adjustollent that has peculiar significance from our present standpoint. ]
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> The directors of the East India Company had in their warehouses seven-

teen million pounds of tea, for which they wanted a market:® Permission was
given by act of parliament to export teas belonging to the company to any of
the British plantations in America, with a drawbackeof the’ duéy payable in
England. The colonial tax of thrée pence in the pound was to beepaiel in the , .
American por's. Ships were freighted, and consignees appf inted to®sell their =
cargoes. Fatal boon, whose consequences no one saw. A
It was Sunday, the 28tH of November, 1773, when ther¢sailed Tnto Boston
harbour the English merchant ship Dartmouth, laden with ches}s ofstea belong-
ing to the East India Company. The act of parliament which allowed the
treasury toclicense vessels to export the teas of the éompany to thesAmerican
s colonies, feee of duty, was the signal for popular gatherings in Bostol. Town
megtings weresheld, when strong resolutions were adopted. In thisestate of .
things the first tea-ship arrived. A committee met twice on that Sunday,
and obtained a promise from Rotch, the commander of the ship, not to enter ,
&% ship «ill the following Tuesday. .
Thirteen days after the arrival of the Dartmouth, the owner was summoned
before the Boston committee, and told that his Vessel and his tea must be
taken back to London. It was out of his power to do so, he saitl. He cer-*
tainly had not the power; for the passages out of the harbour were guarded
by two king’s ships to prevent any vessel going to sea without a licence. On
the 16th, the revenue officers would have a legal authority to takeepossession
of the Dartmouth. For three days previous there had been meetings of the
Boston committee; but their journal had only this entry — “No business
transacted matter of record.” (
On the 16th of December there was a meeting in Boston®of seven thou-
sand persons, who resolved that the tea should not be landed. The master
of the Dartmouth was ordered to apply to the governor for aepass for his ves-
sel to proceed on her return voyage to London. The governor waseat his
country house. Many of the leaders had adjourned to a church, 0 wait his
answer. The night had come on when Rotch returned and announced that
the governor had refused him a pass because his ship had not cleared. There
was no more hesitation. Forty or fifty men, disguised as Mohawks, raised
the war-whoop at the porch of the church; went on to the wharf wheresthe
three ships lay elongside; took possession of them; and deliberatgly emptied
three hundred and forty chests of tea into the waters of the bay® It wasthe
work of three hours. Not a sound was heard but that of ®reaking open the ©*
chests. The people of Boston went to their rest as if no extraordinary evend,
had occurred. } .
On the 27th of January, 1774, the n@ws of this decisjve act reached the
English government. On the 29th there was a great meefing of the lords of
the council to comfsider a petition from Massachusetts for tlte dismissal®of
Hutchinson, the governor, and Oliver, the li‘éutenant—govern r. Doctor ®,
Franklin appeared before the council as agent for Massachusetts. Frgnklin *
was treated with little respect; and Wedderburn, the solicitor-general, * g
assailed him® with a torrent of invective, at which tke lords cleeerétl and :
laughed. 'Fra.nlg]in bore the assaults with perfetét equanimitys but from thad
e hour he ceased to be a mediator between Great Britain andgthe colonists. he
council reported that the petition from Massachusetts was “groundless, vext-
tious, and scandalous.” Two days after, Franklin Was‘ﬁismigse& from his
office of depyty postmaster general. He said to Priestley, who was®presehit at
the council, thgt he considered the thing for which he had béen so.insklkeed as.
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. THE® BOSTON PORT BILL (1774 A.D.) ° °

», »

The parliament had mat én the 13th of January, Tt was the 7th of March
whert Lord &y8r deligered the king’s message relatihg to “the violent and
outrag oma,?roc edings at the town and gort of Bbston, in the province of

"3 ® Massachusetts Bey, with a view to obstracting the comperce ofethis kingdom,
and upon groupLal and pretencts immediately subversive of the constitution
thereof.” *On thgil4th of March, Lord North brgughtein a bill for removing
the custom house ron®Bdston, and declaring it unlawful, afterthe 1st of June,
tg lade or,tnladle, ship or unship, any goods from ary landing-place within the
harbour gf Bostan. There was little opposition to this measure, which was
passed 112 a fortnight, and when stnt to the lords was as quickly adgpted. S E———

58 The Boston Port 3ill, backed up by military force, was to be followed by

® other measures of coercion. On the 28th of March, Lord Norfh brought o a
bill for regulating the government of Massachusetts Bay. “I propose,” he

5 said, “in this bill to take the executive power from the hands of tQe dem%

cratic part of government.” i o

The proposition went, in many import
particulars, to annul theycharter granted to the province by William ITI.

. The counail was to be appointed by the crown; the magistrates were to
be nominated by the goverpor. This bill also passed, after ineffectual debate.
A third bill enacted that during the next three years the governor of Massa-
chusetts guight, if it was thought that an impartial trial of any person could
ot be secured in that coleny, send him for trial in another colony; or to
Great Britain, if it were thought that no fair trial could be obtained in the
colonies. The object of jthe bill was distinctly stated by Lord North —
“Trnless such @ bill should pass into a law the executive power will be unwil-
ling to act, thinRing they will not have a fair trial without it.”

®

*

® 5 » THE CONFLICT IMMINENT

Whatever may be now the prevailing sentiment upon the colonial quarrel,
we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the controversy was one that involved
great principles, and called forth the highest energies of great intellects. On

_either side of the Atlanbic was manifested the grandeur of the Anglo-Saxon
mind. Chatham, in 1775, paid a deserved tribute to the qualities displayed
in the firstsAmerican congress: ‘‘ When your lordships look at the papers

s s trapsmitted us fydn America — when you consider their decency, firmness,
and wisdom, you 2annot but respect their cause, and wish to make it your

, own. Fer'myself I must declare and avow that in all my reading and obser-
vation — (I have read Thucydides, #nd have studied and admired the master-
states of the womd) — that for solidity of feasoning, force of sagacity, and
whsdomeof oo;clu'sion,’ulrder such a complication of difficudt circumstances, no
» hation or body of men can #and in preference to the general congress at Phila-

- delphia. ¥ trus®it is obvious to your lordships that all attempts to impdse

> Servi \gde upon such men, to establish despotism over such a mighty conti-
Jnental nagion must be vain, must be fatal.” O
" Gibbon ¢ hds described ti® striking scene he witnessed in the British house
of commons: “I assisted’at the debates of a free assembly ™I listenetl to the
attack and defence of eloquence and reason; I had a near prospect of the char-
deter, vigas, and‘massions of the first men of the age. The cause of govern-
menlt wae ably vindicated by Lord North, a statesman of spotless integrity,

, a comsummate agter of debate, who could wield, with equgl Uexterity, the

Q

, » arm8 & reason and of ridicule. He was seated on the treasury-bench between o
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his attorney and solicitor-general, the two pillars of. the law and state, magis
pares quam similes; and the minister might indulge in a shqut slumber, whilst
he was upholden on either hand by the majestic éense of Thurlow, and tte
skilful eloquence of Wetderburn. From the adverse side of th/: Hq@ise an ardent

and powerful opposition” was supported by the lively declymationeof, Barré, .

the legal acutoness of, Dunning, the profuse and philosophicfil fancy of Burke,
and the argumentative vehemenge of Fox, who, in the egnduct of a part !
approved himself equal,tocthe conduct of an empire, By such®men every
operation of péace and war, every principle of justiceand policy, gvery ques-
tion of authority and freedom, was attacked and defended; And the subjegt
of the momentous contest was the union or separation of Great Britain and
America. , The eight sessions that I sat in‘parliament were a scho#l of eivil
prudence, the first and most essential virtue of an histerian.” 2

“The differences of opinion in America ought to have retarded the terrible
issue that was approaching. The fears of the timid, the hopes of the loyal,
were opposed to the advocates of resistance, and might have prevailed to
avert the notion of independence. In an unhap}')y hour, blood was shed;
and conciliation then became a word that was utte‘ed to deaf ears in.England
as in America. We must in this chapter rapidly trace the course of events
till we reach that crisis. ‘

The ministry after passing their coercive bills had determined to send out
General Gage to supersede Hutchinson as governor of Massachugetts, and -
to be commander-in-chief in the colonies. He“would have to act upon a
system distinctly opposed to the old chartered system of free local govern-
ment. He undervalued, as we have seen, the resistance which was to be
brought against him, and relied too absolutely upon “four regiments.” His
appointment was not disagreeable to the New Englanders. He had lived
amongst them, and had honourably executed the military authority with
which he had been previously entrusted. In an unhappy hour he arriged at
Boston, on the 13th of May, 1774. A vessel which came there Hafore him
brought a copy of the Boston Port Bill. When Gage came into the harbour,
the people were holding a meeting:to discuss that act of the British legislature
which deprived them of their old position in the commerce of the world —
which doomed their merchants and all dependent upon them to absolute riin.
There was but gne feeling. The meeting entéred into resolutions, to which
they invited the co-operation of the other colpnies, for the purposé of suspead-
ing all commercial intercourse with Great Britain, and the West Indies, until
the act was repealgd. Copies of the act were everywhere circulated, printeds,
with a black border. But there was no violence. The new govérnor was
received with decorum, but without the gecustomed honours. General Gage
gave the assembly notice that on the 1st of June, according:to the provisions
of the act, their place of meeting would be removed to the tavn ofSalefly
When the spirit of opposition to his dictates “was rising, the governor
suddenly adjourned the assembly. He was asked to appoint the %s
as a day of general prayer and fasting. He refused. In Virginia the, house
of burgesses appointed the 1st of June as a day of humtdiation, tosaveft the,
calamity of their loss of rights, or the miseries of‘civi] war. They were ifime-s
diately dissolved. The assembly of Virginia did not separate without recoim-
mending a General Congress. The idea universally spread. Meanwhile}
General Gage had an encampment of six regiments on a cotimon pese Bgston,
and had begun to fortify the isthmus which connetts the town with the atlja-

cent country. /The Ist of June came. There was no tumult. Bugines® was »

at an end; Boston had become a city of the dead.
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The first congress, consigting of fifty-five members, met at Philadelphiﬁ
y on the 4th of Sepfember. The place of their maeting was Carpenfer’s hall.

Peyton Rando
conducted wigh

_ascendeneys

: 228 They passed es
after the 1st 0%

Joh wyas chvséh as their president. , Their proceedings were
¢ OSYe{d dpors. The moreg earnest party gradually obtained the
¢ ver\ the more timid. Theyasdrew up ‘a declaration of rights.
gesodutions to suspend all imports from Grgat Britin or Ireland
I\ecember, and® to discontinue all exports after the 10th of

September 4n the,ensuing year, unless the grievagices of America should be

redressed.
Cgnady, an

They published addresses to the people of Great *Britain and of

d they decided upon 2 petition to the kirg. These were the papers

that called forth the eulo@ium of Chatham. The congress dissolved themselves
on the 28th of October; and resdlved that another congress shol]d de cON- e -

° _ vened oy the 10th of May, 1775.
After the 1st of June the irremediable conflict between th® governor 2nd
: representatives of the people soon put an end to the legal course of govern-
> ent. General Gage was so wholly deserted by the council that thg meeting
of the assembly, which was proposed to take place at Salem in October, coul™
not be regularly convened.Y Writs for the election of members had been issued,
. but were afterwards annulled by proclamation. The elections took place.
The persons chosen assempled, and styled themselves a local congress. A
committee of safety was appointed. They enrolled militia, called Minute-

men, whose

engagement was that they should appear in arms at 2 minute’s

notice. They appointed commanders. They provided ammunition. The
knowledge of the two acts of parliament which had followed that for shutting

up the port

of Boston not,only provoked this undisguised resolve to resist to

the death amongst the people of Massachusetts, but called up the same grow-
ing determination throughout the vast continent of America.

The new parkiament met on the 99th of November, 1774. There was an
end of the agitations about Wilkes: for, having been elected for Middlesex,

he took his

.

seat without opposition. The king’s speech asserted his deter-

mination “to withstand, every attempt to weaken or impair the supreme
authority of this legislature over all the dominions of my crown.” —Corre-
sponding addresses were voted in both houses with a large majority. In

~  Jaauary, Lord Chatham®brought forward a motion to withdraw the troops
from Bostgn. ‘I wish, my lozds,” he said, “not to losesa day in this urgent,

,  Dressing eridis. An hour now lost in allaying ferments in America may pro-
® duce years of calmity. For my own part, I will not desert for a moment the
,eonduct of this weighty business, from first to last. Unlegs nailed to my bed

» by the extremity of sickness, I will give it unremitted attention. T will knock
at the door of this sleeping and con®ounded mginistry, and will rouse them to a

stirring the

sense of their in}portant danger.” Chatham knocked in vain to awaken
{flese si®eperss  His voice, whose noble utterance cannot 1fow be read without

heart. was calléd by George III “a trumpet of sedition.” Again,

- on the st of February, that voice was heard, when Chatham presented *a
s provi¥ional bill for settling the troubles in America.” On the first occasion he
Jad dnly sigh (?en plers to vote with him against sixty-eight; dn the second

#ccadion he ha

thirty-twgp afainst sixty-one. Chatham’s oratory tvas in vain.

The ministry that gight eclared they would send out moretroops, istead of J

fecalling any. Chatham’s conciliatory bill made some impression upon Lord
orth, v#o propofed a very weak measure, as a resolution of the house of

commons®that if any of the American provinces, by their legislature, should

» mak® some

L

provisien for the defence and government of that rovince, which

» * should’be appraved by the king and parliament, then it might be proper to A
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with a bucket of water. « . 5

If the highest efforts of argument could hate been availing, the speech of
Edmund Burke, on the 22nd of March, would have drregieli éhe heddlong
course of the government. At tkis moment a bill was pgssing beth houses

which Burkegcalled | the great pencl bill by which we had passgd sentence on* *"

the trade and sustenance of America.” Tt was a bill jo prohibit certain
colonies from fishing on, the banks of Newfoundland. Burke proposed a series
of conciliatory resolutions, of a less sweeping natufe-than those of Chatham,
and therefore more likely to be acceptable to men of temferate opiniops.
They were rejected on a division of two hundred ané seventy againgt Seven y-
eight.e ¢ C ¢

The contrarieties of public opinion in Great Britain and Treland upon the *

A

; : '[1774-1m';fn.]' ;
forbear imposing any tax. This was to attempt to put out a conflagration

Arrerican quéstion were exhibited in petitions from various corporate bodies, ©

Many manufacturing towns petitioned against the coercion acts, as destructive

of the commerce of the country. Other petitions called for an enforcement 4

<0t the legislative supremacy of Great Britain as the only means of preserving

a trade with the colonies. There were war pet/tions and peacé petitions,
Those who signed the war petitions were held to be mere party men known as.
tories. Those who signed the peace petitions were discontented whigs, or .
something worse. The Quakers, whilst they exhorted to peace, maintained
the loyalty of all religious denominations in America to the king’s person, -

A

family, and government. The citizens of London, with Wilkes at their head ;

as lord mayor, presented an address and remonstrance to the king on the
throne, in which they denounced the measures of the government as deliber-
ately intended to establish arbitrary power all ‘over Amegica. The king
answered, that it was with the utmost astonishment that he found any of Lis
subjects capable of encouraging the rebellious disposition Jvhich existed in
some of his colonies in America. From such different points of view did men
regard this great argument. ; e

The close of 1774 was, in Massachusetts, the silence before the storm. The
people were arming. The provingial congress had formed an arsenal at Con-
cord, an inland town. The British troops made no mevements during the win-
ter to nterfere with these hostile demonstrations. In his speech of the 27th
of January, Chatham alluded to the position of the royal forces: “Their
situation is truly unworthy; penned up; pining in inglorious ifactivity. I

find a report creeping abroad that ministers censure GenerthGage’s inactivity. o s

It is a prudent and necessary inaction. This tameness, fiowever contemptfi-
ble, cannot be cendured; for the first drop of blood shed in civil antlemnaturai®
war might be vmmedicabile vulnus.” That incurable wound was, too soon, to
be inflicted.e & e

€ < (3 € 5 ® @
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The full treatment of the war that ensued belongs ‘to American’ history, b

and will be given in a later volume. Here we shall gpitomise the greater
features of the contest in briefest compass, dealing at greaser length, witlt
certainephases of domestic policy.e 3 eI

On the 19th of April, 1775, General Gage, who confinanded at Bosfon,
learning that the provineials had collected a quantity of stores at the town ef
Concord, sent a detachment of his troops to seize them. = At acplace samed
Lexington, ot the way, they found the militia dyawn up to oppose them; they

drove them off, and proceeded to Concord, where they” accompkshad etheir .’.
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object; but on their way back they were greatly galled by the fire of the Ameri- pe

» eans from houses and from bekhind walls and hedges. They had sixty-five
mien killed and ona hundred sndeighty wounded; the provineials fifty killed
and thirfy-cighbwotmdet. ., Soon after the militia assembltd to the number of
twenty thq ‘qg;éf at'Cambridge, and blockadesl Boston.® On the night of the

“9tth of Junae t threw up some intrenchients on an eginenceenear that
town; the British advanced next day to drive them from it, and, though they
suffered seversly from the well-directed
fire of the provincials, thel suceeeded in
their_object. .* >

\e congress meantime had re-assem-

pled (May 10th). They again drew ap a

- * petition and addresses, expressing the
strongest dbsire for accommodation, at
the same time adopting all possible meas-

“ures for continuing the contest. The man

*on whom they fixed their choice for

commander-in-chief of their forces was

_Ggorge Washipgton. He accepted that
post of honour and danger; and, on join-
ing the army at Cambridge, he found him-

self at the hegd of fifteen thousand men,
ill-appointed and undisciplined.s Fortu-
nately for him, Gage, who had a su-
perior force, was unenterprising; and his
successor, General, Howe, also remained
inactive. By fitting out armed cruisers,
the Americans succgeded in intercepting
much of the stores and supplies destined
for the tfbopsen Boston.

In the spring of this year the provin-
cials had conceived the daring design of
invading Canada. They reduced the forts
of Ticonderoga and Crown- Point, and
while one force, under General Montgom-
ery, advanced”and took Montreal; an-
ofher, tnder Colonel Athold, made its way
through the wilderness’ to Quebec, where s

o 1 s joined by the former (December Gm-:NADIE:, 1775
1st), and the city was besieged. An
assault was attemptes (31st), in which Montgotnery was killed and Arnold

sseveraly waynded, but he Still kept up a blockade. He was meinforced in tht
spring, but wis éventually driwen out of the province by General Carleton.
On this oceasien, Captain Forster, who had taken a great number of prison-
eps, releated them, Arnold engaging that an equal number of the royal troops
, sshould besteturned; butdhe congress broke this cartel, on the pretence, which
* wasnotoyiously false, that Forstar had treated his prisoners barbarously.

The opening of the year 1776 found Washington still eff8aged in®*the
blockade of Boston; but the difficulties which he had to encounter were
numerous. His forceyas mere militia, bound to serve only for the term of a
year; se thaf,a new army was to be raised at the end of that period, and the
knowledge and diseipline ;acquirgd in the campaign becaine uselesq: he was

il.l-'§upplied.. with the munitions of war, while he could not ventifre to make -
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his real condition known, and even found it prudent to exaggerate his strength
and hence successes wer expected from him which he cpuld not accomplish; ¢
add to this, the thwarting ard paralysing indusnce of a pgpular form of goy-
ernment and the jéalousies of the different states, “orfufiately fof him, he
had an ally in the incapacity of the British general, wao Temained on the
defensiveswith a disciplined an&well-appointed army. +,_ o ° oo

In the spring Washington resolved to make a bold aftempt on Boston,
On the night of the 4thf March a body of the provincials thraw up works on
Dorchester heights, which commanded the harboul, in which no ships could
now remain; and the ittempt to dislodge the enemy offeredl so*many difficul-
ties, that General Howe agreed to evacuate the town. The Brifish troops
proteeded by sea to Halifax, in Nova Stotia, whence they saileds (June 10th)
for New York, and landed on Staten Island. Having here received large rein-*
“forcements of British and Hessian troops, General Howe passed dVer to Lon}
Island and routed the provineials, with a loss of two théusand slain and one
_ thougand taken, among whom were their generals Lord Stirling, Sullivan, and® s
Udell; but, instead of attacking at once their lines at Brooklyn, he resolved to°
proceed by regular approaches, and Washington thus had time to convey his
troops over the river. New York, however, surrendered, and remained,in
possession of the English during the war. Washington was finally driven over
the river Delaware, and the province of New Jersey was reduced. On the
night of Christmas Day, however, this able commander secretly crossed the
river, and surprised and captured a party of Hessians at Trenton; and he
finally recovered a great part of New Jersey.

On the 4th of July, 1776, the congress of the United States of Ameriea, as
they now styled themselves, put forth their Declaration of Jndependence. It
detailed every real and imaginary grievance, laying the cblame of everything
on the king himself, whom they scrupled not to designate as a tyrant. The
object of those who devised it was evidently to cut off all hope of reconcilia-
tion with the mother-country, and to afford a pretext for Frence &nd other
powers to aid them; for they felt that single-handed they colld not resist
the power of Great Britain: in fact, they had- already entered into secret
relations with the court of France, which had agreed to assist them in an under-
hand manner. 0

In the campaign of 1777, the British general, after an ineffectual attempt’
at bringing“Washington to action, embarked his troops forethe invasion of
Pennsylvania. They landed at the head of Chesapeake Bay, and (Sejftembgs
11th) routed the American army on the banks of a river named the Brandy-
wine. After afi ineffectual attempt to save Philadelphia, Washkington retfeed,
and (27th) the British troops entered that city. ;

While Sir William Howe was thus successful in the eentral states, General
Burgoyne was cdvancing from Canada to the Hud$on with an arpy ofeabouts
ten thousand British and Canadians. The Americans retiréd before hims; byt
~ the impediments offered by the nature of the country were tremendous, and
all the supplies had to be brought through Canada. Accessions of strengii
came evesy day to the enemy, who were successful instwo orthree afeairs. Ao ,
length Burgoyne reached Saratoga, not far feom Albany, whence he advaseed *
to 4 place n4med Still Water. He repelled twb attacks of the indefatidable
Arnold; but judging it necessary to fall back-to Saratoga, he there found Jim-=
self surrounded by an American army, under General ‘Gates, three times as
numerous as his own, exposed to a constant fire of cannon artd mfle® and with
no mean$ of procuring provisions. In a council of wara capitulgtion was
resolved on. The most honourable terms were obtained, the tsoaps bqfn.g
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granted a free passage to Engiz.md, on condition of not serving agajn in
»  America during the yar. Desextion and other losges had reduced the British
force to about five thoygsand aight hundred mers who Jaid down their arms
(October*14th), ftl‘ er® marched tosBostop. 3
Washington, ook!up his winter quarters aé a place fiamed Valley Forge,
"1l nothing souldgxceed the sufferings of {1 allant men who ser®ed under
him, unless it be their patient enddrance. In niserable huts, without blan-
kets or shoes, beneath the frost and snow of an Americen winter, often without
food, they still endured, uhder the inspiring influence pf their incomparable
commander, gid proved themselves worthy of eventual success.
.. . o % .. r
L FRANCE AND SPAIN' AID THE COLONISTS

5 ® &
The intelligence of Burgoyne’s surrender decided the court of France, and
a treaty was signed, in which the independence of America was acknowledged.
"\ loan was granted, and a fleet prepared to aid them. The English ambassa-
dor was recalled from Paris.
~ The command of the troops‘ in America was now transferred to Sir Henry
Clihton: and, In the prospect of a French war, it was resolved to evacuate
Philadelphia and concentrate the forces. The army crossed the Delaware
unopposed, but Washington impeded their march to New York in every pos-
sible manner.® At a place namedMonmouth an attack was made on the bag-
gage, which brought on a partial action, in which the loss was between three
and four hundred on each side. At the place of embarkation the British
offered battle, whigh was declined, and they reached New York in safety
(July 5th). A Frensh fleet, under Count d’Estaing, with troops on board,
having arrived, a combined attack was made by them and ten thousand
Americans under Gehewal Sullivan on a British force at Newport, in Rhode
Island; bat Lesd Howe, the English admiral at New York, though inferior in
strength, havihg appeared off Newport, d’Estaing came out to engage him.
An indecisive action was fouglt, after which d’Estaing, in spite of the remon-
strances of his allies, went te Boston to refit; and Sullivan was soon driven
out of Rhode Island. .
*  The British troops were chiefly,employed in petty expedjitiong, in which
they did the prévincials much injury by destroying their shipping and prop-
erfy m general. A cqyps of three thousand five hundred men, under Colonel
Campbell, reduced the province of Georgia. In the West Indies the island of
’Domﬁnica wasstaken by the French; but St. Lucia surrendered %o the English
after d'Estaing had been repulsed, both by sea and land, by inferior forces, in
his attempts to relieve, tt. 3
~ Thg folloging vear¥1779) Spain followed the example of France in declar-*
ing war against® Efgland, and ascombined fleet of more than sixty sail of the
line, with frigsstes, c#c., appeared off Plymouth. Sir Charles Hardy, who
command8d the Channel fleet, had only thirty-eight ships of the line, but he
_ affered thern b%ttlet, whicly they declined; and they quitted the (Channtel with-
01’1t ha_vmg done mere than give %he ministry and nation a fricht. Though
d,ESﬂ&II}g acted mostly on theMefensive in the West Indies, the 15 ands of St.
v m%efnt and Grenada fell into the hands of the French. 3
. Washington directetlphis efforts chiefly to prevent the British from naviga-
ting the Hadsan, for which purpese he fortified West Point, a strong position
on that riyer, giving the command of it to General Arnold, and fwo other
poim.ts, namad Stony Point and Verplank. These last were taken and retaken

» 3 » .
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by the British during this year. An expedition from New Yo

mischief in Connecticut, burning towns and shipping, aad carrying off sf;

and ammunition. = Another*expedition did "thé samgfiyir inia. The ch
h

seat of the war, l'lgwever, was the southern previnced. * Savﬁ,nna.h,
Georgia, General Prevost was Iesieged by d'Estaing, wh
ships of %ar, and was aided"dy an American army uné~ Gemeral Lineg
Colonel Maitland, who, with eight hundred men, had routed this officer 2
*s ® five thousand ml%n in John’¢#Island, arrivi
at Savannah, preparatiops were made for
vigorous defence. A proposal tp d'Egtaing
to allgw the Women and children fo leave
the town was barbarously reffised. An at- .
tempt, however, to storm the British lines
having failed, with great loss, the assailan
raised the siege and separated, and d’Esta
retuTmed to France. i :
he year 1780 opened inauspiciously for
England. CGfbraltar was besieged byu:ty
bined Spanish and Frencheforce, and Mi-
norca was equally hard pressed by the same
nations. At the impulse of the empress of
Russia, most of the Europeen powers en-
tered into *an armed neutrality, on the p
ciple that “free ships make free goods, wi
the exception.of arms and munitions of war,
in opposition to the right of search claimed
by belligerent powers. But the sea is the
element on which British glory has always
risen in triumph,«and England gow had a
hero equal to the emergencyw.  Sir George
Rodney had hLeen selected for command by
the king himself. He was to proceed for
the West Indies, and, on his way, to convoy
a squadron of transports for the zelief of
Gibraltaf. As it was expected that he would
leave ¢he transports to proceed alene in &
certain latitude, tha Spanish admiral, Dbn
Juan de Langara, was sent with elevendgen-
— of-war to intercept them; but off Cape
Brimisa Untrony, 1776 *© Vintent he was encountered by Rodne
‘ g (January 16th). « Thd action commenced a
four in the afternoon, in a violent gale of wind, and was &ontiffued hyoug!
a stormy night, and the whole Spanish fleet was taken qr destgoyed. Rodr
relieved both Gibraltar and Minorea, and then sailed for the West Indies
where, spon after his arrival, he engaged off St. Lucia the count & Guichel
Rodney had twenty-one, the count twentyzthree ships. By d@ble manceay
the Englishexdmiral had secured the prospect of a complete vietory, but.

disobeyed his signals, and the French fleet escaped. e brought one M
captains, Bateman, to a court-martial, and he wa¥ dismiss®l thg Serv
Rodney*ried ineffectually to bring the fleet again to action, But De Guie
sailed fo Furope with the merchant-fleet, and Rodnéy then procgefjed tos
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Though the independence ‘of the revolted provineeg had now been ackhowl-
edged by France and®®pain, apd $hese powers hagl as it were, armed in their
cause, naver wepesdhie Mgospects of the colonists so globmyy., Even the firm
mind of Washieggton begah to despair. —° .

", oRelieved ¢t n,l(lg)prehcnsion from Wnshixﬁm, Sir Henry Clintog resolved
to attempt the rediction of South Carolina in person. He®sailed from New
York and laid siege to Charleston, into \\'hich‘(h‘lwr.nl Lincoln had thrown
himself with seven theusamd provincials.  When he had 2otipleted his works
and was prepasingsto batter the town, a capitu- .
Jatior®was pr@posed and acegpted. The whole
rovince wasSpeedily reduced, and wir Henry
vglinton then returned to New York, leaving
Lerd Cornwellis in Carolina with four thousand
men. The American government sent thither
Qeneral Gates, who assembled at Camden an
trmy of six thousand men: Lord Cornwallis
advanced to attack him with not more than
two thousand, and (August 1%h) gave him a g
complete defeaf, killing eight hundred, and tak-
ing two thousand men, with 811 the baggage,
stores, and artillery; his own loss in killed and
wounded bein® only three hundredand fifty men.

In July a French fleet, having six thousand
troops on board, under the count de Rocham-
beau, arrived at Rhode Islantl. It was pro-
posed, when De Guichen, who was expected,
should arrive, that a general attack by sea and
land should be made on New York; but the
activity o? Rodney, as we have seen, discon-
certed this plan.

While Washington was alsent at a confer-
ence with Count Rochambeay, Arnold, who had
been in secret correspondence with Sir Henry
Clinton for betraying West Point, desired that
some trusty agefid might be sent to him. Major

dré, adjutant-genegd of the Britlsh army,
volunteered his services? and he landed in the
nigh® from the ¥ ulture sloop of war. At day-
‘break, when his conference with ArngJd was _ Navar Usrromy Anour 1782
concluded, he found if*impossible to return to *

‘he slgop, apd beiugefurntsked by Arnold with a pass under the name of®
Andesson, he @ttetnpted to reash New York by land. He was however met
and stopped by«hreesmilitia-men. He wrote without delay a letter to Arnold
}mder his yssumed name, and that general escaped on board the Vulture just
. efore Waghingtonss ordes to arrest him arrived. .

* Amdré, who no lenger concealel his name or quality, was brought béfore a
courf~martial, and tried as a sffy. He denied that he was such, ashe had cotne .
on sl(llprg under a passp8rt or flag of truce from Arnold. The court however ¢
foundehim guilfy, and sgntenced him to be hanged. Every exertion was made
to save kim by Str Henry Clinton, but in vain; Washington was inexorable;
even the yrgent reqaest of, the pusoner to be shot was refused, and he was

»

hanged (Qciober 2nd) amid the sympathy of the officers and soldlers of the
Iericaj) army., ' .
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As the contest wag now drawing to its close® we wail here pause apd take a
view of the state of affairs at home, for the last few years, < :
On the subject of the waywith the colonies, feelings and opinions wera
divided. The grtat body of the nation was beyond doulseon the side of the «
ministry, and desirous of redecing the refractory coloniste by force; and the
king himself, with ‘nis*characteristic obstinacye of chavacter,® was firmly sef
against concession. ©n the other hand, the whig party, pactly. from prudence
and a regard for justice, still more perhaps out of opposition toethe coust and
ministry, were in favour of conciliatior. The dissenters weretof course, on
the sifie of the colonists. Doctor Price published a work at this time on the,
Nature of Civil Liberty, the Principles of Government, ete., in whick, as is usul
in such writings, the blemishes of the British constitution were studiously dis-
played and exaggerated, while free reins were given to imagination in diseus;
sing ‘the spirit and nature of the American revolution. There was however &
judicious set of men, such as Dean Tucker, who saw clearly that prudence and
interest equally counselled an acknowledgemént of the independence of the
colonies; but their number of course was small, and their &rguments were
slighted. <
“Lord Chatham had from the very commencement of the troubles been the
advocate of conciliation. He was for yielding to all the reasofable demands
of the colonists; he reprobated the employment of foreign troops against them,
and he poured forth a torrent of his most impassioned eloquence on the subject
of the employment of the Indians in the war by Burgoyne. But nothing was
further from the mind of this great man than the disthemberment of the
empire.c X
The letters of the king sufficiently manifest the strdug aversion which he
had taken to the statesman who, in this erisis of his‘country’s fate, avas looked
up to as the only Englishman who was likely to conciliate Arterica while he
- alarmed France. The king declared on the 15th of March, that he did not object
to Lord North applying to Lord Chatham to support his administration; buf
adding “that no advantage to my country, nor personal danger to myself, can
make me address myself to Lord Chatham or to any other branch oi opposi-
tion. Hoftestly’, I would rather lose thé crown I now wear than bear the
ignominy of possessing it under their shackles.” The national feeding with
regard to Chatham was expressed in a letter by Thoxas Coutts, the emintnt
banker. He®aid that “Every rank looks up to him with tke only gleem of
hope that remains.” In a few weeks a higher power than courts or senates
decided that Chatham should be at Yest — indifferent to the hatred of a king,
«or the veneration of a people. e ey

oo ® L
CHATHAM'S LAST SPEECH AND DEATH (1778 A.D.) 2

The duke of Richmond had given notice in the house of lords &f a motion
which He intended to make on the 7th of April, ‘“éfor arfaddresSeto the ki .
upon ‘the sate of the nation.” On the 5ta the duke sént to Lord Chdtham
the draft of his proposed address; which Cﬁatharq\returned the next day,
expressing his concern “ to find himself under so wide a difference wifit the
duke of Richmond, as between the sovereignty ands illegianqe of Anterica.”
Chathagp was slowly recovering from a fite«of the gout; Bute he “determined
to go to tpwn from Hayes, and take his place in pagliathent. Logd (Camden,

in a letter to the duke of Grafton, deseribing the closing sctne¢of the g,frgat
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earl’s public life, says, “he'was not in a condition to go abroad; and-he was
earnestly requested® not to.make the attempt” Camden saw him in the
prince’s chambes bef®-¢ he went into the house; and remarked ‘‘ the feeble
state of his bsdy, and the distempered agitation of his mind.” An eye-
: ! jiﬂhatham came intq the house
of lords, leanir® upon two friends, lapped up in flann®l, pale and emaci-
ated Withig‘\tnis large wig, little more was td be seen ‘\than his aquiline nose
and his penctizting eye. He looked like a dying man; "yet never was seen
a figure of mwore}bdignity." The two friends were hig SS}x, William Pitt, and
Lo Mzhon, his son-in-law. The duke of Richmond had proposed his
motion for.hn address. Viscount Weﬁmouth had oppose} the moton.»
The earl of Chatham, continues the narrative of the”’eye-witness, *‘ rose
Jfrom his s2at with slowness and difficulty, leaning on his crutches, and sup-
ported under each arm by his two friends. He took one hand from his
eruteh, and raised it, casting his eyes towards heaven, and said, ‘I thank
God that I have been enabled to cojne here this day, to perform mY duty,
and to speak on a subject which has so deeply impressed my mind. I am
old and infirm — have one $oot, more than one foot, in the grave —1 am
fisen from nty bed to stand up in the cause of my country, perhaps never
again to speak in this house’” Lord Camden deseribes the words of
Chatham as “shreds of unconnected eloquence, and flashes of the same fire
which he, Frometheus-like, had stolen from heaven; and were then returning
to the place from whence they'were taken.” That withering sarcasm which
oceasionally found its place in his impassioned harangues was not absent in
this last effort. Speaking of the probability of invasion, he said, “Of a
Spanish invasiorf, of a French invasion, of a Dutch invasion, many noble
lords may have read in history; and some lords may perhaps remember a
Scotch invasien.”> He looked at Lord Mansfield.e
“My lorég,’ said he in conclusion, “I rejoice that the grave has not
closed on >, that I am still alive to lift up my voice against the dismember-
ment of this ancient and noble monarchy. Pressed down as I am by a load
of infirmities, I am little able to serve my country in this most perilous con-
juncture; but while 1 have sense and memory, I will never consent to deprive
the ryal offspring of the house of Brunswick, the heirs of the princess Sophia,
of their fairest inheritance, or to tarnish the Justre of the nation by an ignomi-
nioussurrender of its rights and possessions.  Shall this great kingdom, that
tas survived whol®%and entire Danish depredations, Scottish inroads, the
Ngrman Conguest, and the threatened invasion of the Spar ish armada, now
fall prostrate before the house of Bourbon ? Shall a people, seventeen years
ago tlte terror of the,world, now stoop so low as to tell its ancient and invet-
erate enemy, Take®all we have, only give us peace? It is impossiblel, I
wag% warvith 5o man, or set of men; I wish for none of their employments;
“mor would I go-operate with¥hose who persist in unretracted error; or who,
Instead,of acting on a &rm decisive line of conduct, halt between two opinions
*where t’n'ere is no middle path. In God’s name, if it be absolutely necessary

§ 2 S v
», % to,declaYe far peace o’ war, and if peace cannot be preserved with honour,

why iseot war sommenced without hesitation? I am not J confess, well
inforimed of the resoyrees of this kingdom, but I trust it has still sufficient to
maintain its just rights, though I know them not. Any state, however, 1S
befter thansdespair;9let us at least make one effort, and if we must fall, let
us fall fike fen.” A g G

. Theduke of Rickmend replied. As he proceeded in his argument, Lord
JEhathdnf, by the motion of his hand, infiicated that he took notice of, and
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would ‘reply to some offensive expressions, but when he attempted to rise
again to speak, he fell back i1 a convulsive fit.  He was ctiught by those near
him and carried inte dn adjoining apartment, whenez lie was convayed to
his villa of Hayes in Kent, where on the eleventh'of the fBhowing May he
breathed hjs last, in the sevenfieth year of his age. He was horloured with g
a public funeral, ar.d his remains repose in Westminster AbBuy.

The name of William Pitt, tae great commoner, the mar. who by ths sole
force of talert raiséd 'nimself to the highest point of eminenc‘;j, stands in our
annals invested with rever-fading glory. His contemporcries speak with
wonder of the powers”of his €lo-
rquence, his commanding figure, his
noble countenance, his eagle-eye,
his graceful action, his lefty deela-o
mation, his withering invective, his -
keen irony and sarcasm. The
purity of his private life gave lustre ¢
to his public virtues. In an age of
corruy tion, calumny never ven-
tured to breathe a suspicion on hi
name! The only charge that could
be made against him was, that for
the sake of embarrassit:,g Walpole,
he had advocated opinions which
he renounced when himself in
power. His ambition was bound-
less, his love of ‘war was perhaps
too great, and never did a minister
more lavishly er.ploy the resources
of the country. .Jortung, how-
ever, stood his friend; the suc- *
cesses of Wolfe in the west and of
Clive in the east (with the last of
which, however, he had no con-
cern), shed glory on his administra- *
tion; and the impulse which his

WirLiaM Pirr, FIRsT EARL OF CHATHAM genius had given to the wation,
3 ( A °

(1708-1778) achieved resp'éndent triumphs ever®

¢ after his retirement, from offigg.

The chief defect in the character of this eminent man was a khaughty and over- ¢
bearing spirit, too often the concomitdnt of great political talents. As the
vizir of an eastern monarch, Pitt would have beendn his proper element, as
all would then have yielded to his will, and there would havebeen 910 pofular
-assembly to convince or to conciliate.c S
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_ASSOCIATION FOR THE REDRESS OF (“RIEVANCES (1780 ti.D.)" . e
e i N -

. The internal affairs of the country in the year 1780 rre, in many respecfs,
as inferesting and instructive as those of any year in our annals. England
was, unquestionably, distinctly threatened with somt greaf political con-
vulsion. The obstinate persistence in the war with America had brought
upon the country its natural consequences-—excessive taxation, arfd intes-
roption to the usual course of profitable industry. Twenty years‘only had,
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clapsed since the nation looked back upon a period of unexampled presperity,
and of signal trivamph; of vigtory abroad andeof tranquillity at home. The
nation had thep cemfidencd i the directors @f its affajrs; regarded the par-
liament as the®true representative of public opiniong and viewed the sove-
Jreign powes, ac ording to the principles gf the Revolution, as the especial
guardian i tlwfireedom and hgppiness o people. oA yourfs prince had
comy to the prown, with every apparent dsposition to rule righteously and

Stitutionhlly: and yety from the first year of ®is®g®cessioy, a system of

favouritisms h surrounded the throne with a hosé o) placemen, who were
clswsen #o2assert an invidious distinction between the interests of the king
and the Jheasures of the respongible servants of the state. Dyring these
twenty years a great change had come over the populf convictiens. The
parliamexnt had become opposed to the people; and the executyve powerdad
grown out of harmony with the theory of the constitution, through the
fendency to govern by the corruption of the parliament. The pre ondera-
ting influence of a great aristocratic,party had indeed been weakene®, and in
many essentials destroyed; but with that weakness had come a proportionate
weakness of the democratjc element of the constitution. The time had
sarrived when the minority in parliament, whether peers or commoners, saw
that, to renew their strengta as a governing power, they must identify them-
selves more distinctly with the people. The abuses consequent upon the
excessive®mumber of sinecure offices, and of large pensions, unsanctioned by
parliamentary authority, call®d for economical reform. The scandalous pro-
portion of members of the house of commons returned for rotten boroughs
demanded reform in parlament. A vast amount of public opinion was
brought to beat upon these two points, in the form of associations for the
redress of grievahces.

On the &th ®f February, Sir George Savile, the respected member for
Yorkshire, Qsente'd 40 the house of commons the petition of a great meeting
of the gensfBmen, clergy, and freeholders of his county, which was signed by

eight thousand persons. ,The Yorkshire petition set forth, as the conse-
quences of a most expensive and unfortunate war, a large addition to the
national debt, heavy actumulation of taxes, a rapid decline of the trade,
manufactures, and land-fents of the kingdom. It then came to the chief
grievance: s Alarmed at the diminished resources andegrowang burdens of
this,country? and convinced that rigid frugality is now indispensably neces-

* » sary in every depftment of the state, your petitioners observe with grief,

" country.”

_that notwithstanding the calamitous and impoverishedgeondition of the
nation, much public money has been improvidently squandered, and that
many individuals enjoy sinecure places, efficignt places with exorbitant emol-
uments, and pensipns wrmerited by public service, to a large and still increas-
;qg amodnj; whence th crown, has acquired a great ar®l unconstitutMnal
influence, which, if not che®ked, may soon prove fatal to the liberties of this

TRe great gneeting in Yorkshire gave an example to the rest of England.
Twenfy-thsee counties adopted similar petitions, and appointed® their corre-
sponding commiittees. l\gotﬁns for economical reform had geen bought for-

wasd in the house gf lords before the recess; and Burke had given notice of o

ne measure which he intended to propose. On the 11th of Febsuary ®he
aceom lisk!ed. thiS entention, in the delivery of a speech which is amongst
the fasferpieces of Englisheomposition —nsurpassed in lucidness of detail,
, force of reasoning, historical wesearch, and gleams of wit and.pﬁetry, by any

J.exantp® of parljarnentary rhetorie. Out of seven fundamental rules\ghich
q ) » L
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he lays down, three, especially, will apply to all time; and, it may be feared,

will never cease to require a vigilant application. . L%

“That all jurisdictions which furnish more maffei of cexpense,emore
temptation to oppressian, or more means and instruments o®eorrupt influ- \
ence, than gdvantage to justice_or political administrati&, eulht to bee g
abolished. © : =

“That all offices which bring more charge than proportcoril advak@ég/
to the state; fhat ali Sfides which may be engraftedson dthery, uniting a
simplifying their dutis,«ought, in the first case, to be takenfavmy; and in
the second, to be consolidated. z © e o

“Jhatpit is right to reduce every esteblishment, and every fart of an
establishment (as nd&rly as possible), to certainty, the life of all order and .
goed management.” ) .

Burke, in his truly statesmanlike speech upon economical reform, argued
that a temperate reform is permanent, because it has a principle of growth.
Burke’s®proposals were so temperate,( and so incapable of being refuted e
by argument, that Lord North offered no opposition to the reception of the
first bill which was founded upon them. Othermembers were ready to go
further than Burke. Sir George Savile, on the 15th of Februarys moved for®
an account of all places for life or lives, whether Leld by patent or otherwise,
and also for an account of all subsisting pensions, granted by the crown,
during pleasure or otherwise. The motion was opposed by Lor& Nugent,
upon the ground that many reduced gentry énjoyed his majesty’s private
bounty, and would not like their names to be made public — “ many lady
Bridgets, lady Marys, and lady Jennys.” Lord North proposed an amend-
ment, limiting the account to pensions payable at the excheqtier. The whole
amount payable under the name of pensions, he said, did not exceed £50,000.

To publish a list would “ prepare a feast for party-writers. and furnish mate-

rials for magazines and newspapers.” Happy is the governmint tha$ does

not shrink from the eye of magazines and newspapers! Lord Noeth carried
his amendment only by a majority of two in a full house. The session was a
series of parliamentary conflicts; some conducted with personal acrimony
which involved the ridiculous arbitrement of duelliig. A bill was carried in

the house of commons against contractors sitting in parliament, which was -
rejected in the-houss of lords. Burke’s ownbill encountered every obstrue-

tion in its progress through committee; andl the session was concluded with-
out any practical result of the great statesman’s incontrsvertible exposition e *
of abuses which agitated the minds of a whole people. < e,

On the 18th of May the most important clauses in Burke’s bill were lost @
in committee. The king has triumphed. ‘“You cannot doubt,” he wWrites
to T,ord North, “that I received with pleasure the accoyat of Mr. Burke's
bill"having been (efeated.” His majesty was looking to a rew, pSrliamént
to continue the abuses that were odious to the hation, or, as it appeared to .
the royal mind, “to keep the present constitution of the country in, ifzs pris-
tine lustre.” i ]

C .
C . ¢ ® '
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g T9E LORD GEORGE GORDON RIOTS /(1780 A.D.) e
L s
" According to the theory of a narrow-minded king, the pristine lustre .0?
the constitution would have been shorn of its beams, if fifty usbless_places
had not been held by merabers of parliament, te-do the bidding of the court:
withont the slightest reference to the interests of thesnation. According to.

the,)‘meory of a large section of a somewhat intolerant publig, the Prbt8stant.e,
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succession would have lost t.he best part of its val.ue, if English Roman Cath-
olies were allowet! to hold.})wperty in land; iftheir spiritual instructors were
not subject, te th€Rgnalties of treason or felony; 4f & Protestant son could
no longer q’&t his pApist father from his estate., These severities of the

sy statutds oF t}?tenth and eleventh of W_Mm 111 had ceased jo be applied;

¢ but,they exi®ted as a temptation to informers to extort money from the
tigld, andr s ® stigma upon the loyal #nd peaceful. In 1778, upon the

wotion of Ravik, secom ed by Dunning, thele olete epenalties were
repealed, wit the approbation of men of all parttesy The Acts of William

W1, dating before the ynion with Scotland, did not affect the position of

Roman Qatholics there; and it ewas subsequently contgmplatedeto gepeal a

. ctatute of the Scottish parliament, which was as oﬂs to rigkt-thinking

. persons'as the enactments of the days when popery was thesgreat tergr of

England. The proceedings of the parliament in 1778 stirred up the fanati-

SRS of Edinburgh and Glasgow at the beginning of 1779. Riots took place

» in Edinburgh. Houses of repute Roman Catholics were assailed ind dam-

aged. A-house where Catholics as€embled for worship was set on fire. Those

who by speech or writing ¢dvocated freedom of opinion, were threatened with

* vengeance’, the brutal zealots selecting as one of the objects of their hostility

their distinguished countrgman, the historian Robertson. A Protestant asso-

ciation and committee was set up in Scotland; and a silly nobleman, Lord

George ®ordon, was chosen, as its president. This fanatic had sat in parlia-

ment for several years, raving and gesticulating when any debate excited his

monomania. Contemptible as he wasin intellect, he acquired some considera-

tion from the position he had obtained as the leader of a body of people,
large in numbtgs and dangerous in their enthusiasm.

On the 29th of May he called a public meeting at Coachmakers’ hall;
where he hayan®ugd a great audieace about the dangers of popery; and pro-
posed a regdlution that the whole body of the Protestant association should

o mest in Ot George’s fields on the following Friday, to accompany him to the
house of commons to deliver their petition. If less than twenty thousand
persons should attend him, he woul(;) not present it. He pro osed that they
should assemble in fou! divisions — the Protestants of London the first, of

Westminster the second, of Southwark the third, and the Scots resident in

the metropglis the fourth; ald that every real Proteswnt skould come with

. a blue cockade op his hat.e ~*
P On Friday, Ywne 2nd, the petitioners assembled in St. George’s fields,
»»t0 the nygiber of from forty to fifty thousand, and with Igrd George at their
head, and wemping blue cockades inseribed with “No Popery,” marched in
four divisions to ghe parliament Mouse, where they blocked up the avenues

. gnd ingulted seviral of ghe members. On the arrival of some troops the

,eventg% theyeretired, but procgeded to demolish the chapels of the Sardiman

and Bavagian gnbassies. On Saturday the populace remained quiet, but,on
Sunday they demdtished the chapels and dwelling-houses of the Catholics

" abouf, Moorfiglds. Their efforts on Monday were directed against the house
N Lof Sit Gewrge Savilk in Lejgesterfields, which was saved with d}g’xcult‘y. On
«Tuelday, which was theeday for taking their petition int@onsiderafion, the

o mob again surrousded the house, and the members having passed some I¢s0e
‘1;11:10115 suited tg the occasion, adjourned. In the evening Newgate Was
roken d¢hep, and® three hundred ruffians gurned loose; the house of Sir John

Fieldigg? the rgagistrate, whas demolished; the rabble then rushed to Blooms-
. bur® squgre and sttacked the residence of Lord Mansfield;, they p ndered
. a,n' cfestrgyed the furpiture, pictures, @nd statues, and purned the bods and

® g 5 ® ! o. - ° >
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manuscripts; the earl himself and his lady escaping with difficulty. The
day concluded by the breaking open of Clerkenwe]l prisont® On Wednesday
the King’s Bench, the Fleet, and other prisons were brgk®n open and set on
fire, as also were several private houses, and attempts were ma&®@n the bank
and pay-office. g 0® o
I&)itﬁerto {he mobrhad rioted’and destroyed at will. On e day a Rrivy

council sat, but was rising without coming to a conclusion, ewlfen the mﬁ./
tg ner.

asked if nothipg effécttial®could be recommended: . Therattd hey-ge

said that he knew of (;ut(. one course, which was to ‘authorisé tke military
to act without the presence of€a amagis-
trate. The council, though afproving,
hesitated to adopt this course; when the
king, nobly declaring that he wowld take
the whole responsibility on himself, signed
the order. The guards and militia forth-
with bfgan to act against the rioters; the
) slaughécr was considerable, but .next day
7= . by noon the gity was tranquil. Lord

" George Gordon was committed to the ®

Tower on a charge of high treason. Num-
bers of the rioters were tried by a special
commission, and fifty-nine were%apitally
convicted.c

Early in February, 1781, the trial of
Lord Gordon came on before Lord Mans-
field, as chief justice, and 6n a charge of
high treason. The public mind had cer-
tainly much cooled since tle numerous con-
victions in July, 1780s and th(;_‘ noble, pris-
i oner was no doubt far less erimeinal than
MARKET Cross, Wincrester, as v Silly.  Still, howgver, it was fortunate for
EARLY 1971 CENTURY ‘him that his defence depended on that
most able advoéate, Thomas Erskine,

whose just fame will be ever blended with the re¢ords of this cause. e
Erskine, as,counsel for his lordship, foundehimself junior to Eloyd Ken-
yon. This was a worthy man, and excellent lawyer, deservedly' raised koth

3

to the bench and to the peerage. But he was wholly destitate of eloquence, @ °

and in opening Lord George’s defence, delivered a most ineffectjve speecha,
Under these circumstances, Erskine, contrary to the common.rule, “‘obtained
permission to defer his own addzess untilsafter the evidence for the priséner
had been closed. He rose soon after midnight, and quickly-dispelled all feel-

ing ¢i weariness frdin all those who heard him, as he, with consamm#&te skiff
combined some passionate bursts of glowing oratory with a chain of thé

closest argument. Then, for the first and only time in eur legal annalg, did *

an advocate, addressing a court of justice, presume to use an oath. Irkskine

had been alleging whatever proofs the case could afford of his clignt’s*good, £+

and peaceffll intentions; and when he had related how, in the midst of tha

disturbances, Lord George had gone to Buckingham Housg, and asked to see g

the king,oand how he had told the secretary of state, Lord Stormont, whony
alone he succeeded in seeing, that he would do his best to quell the“riots; on
completing this recapitulation, ErSkine thus broks forth: — “I say; by CGod,

that man is a'ruffian who shall, after this, presume to bueildiupon such hmest, «

artless/conduct ‘as an evidence of guilt.” So well did the voice, the efe’ the .*,
s ¢ < ¢
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face, assist these WOI'dS'r—'S.O happily did the words chime in with the high-
wrought feelingg,of the hearers — that instead af being shrunk from as pro-
fane, or rebuke&,as indecerous, they seemed ragher to impart a tone of
religlous em}}&tion;\apd thus was the daring experintent crowned with com-
plete uccess. _ e e

Irskine hayi#e ended, and the solicitor==mseral replied, the case was summed
ansfield in remarks by no gneans favodrable to the prisoner.
h&rgw for half an hour, but at a quagtes gst five in the morning

brought bac to the Thrdnged and anxious court thei} verdict of Not Guilty.

Lere were still, in Scotland at least, some partisans8left to Lord George, to
Tejoicé afhis acquittal, ad subseribe nearly £500 towards his expenses. But
the joyeextended farther. It %as felt on constitutiopel groundy ¥ many
who had not the slightest political leaning to the silly ﬁng fanatic. “I am
glad,” ®aid Dr. Johnson, * Lord George Gordon has escaped? rather t®an a
precedent should be established of hanging a man for constructive treason.” b

®

CONCLUSION OF THE AMERICAN WAR
»

We now resume the narrative of the American War. The blockade of
Gibraltar still continued ?1781); famine preyed on the garrison and people,
but Adigiral Danby conveyed supplies to it in the face of a superior Spanish
fleet Iying in the bay of Cadiz. The besiegers then kept up for the space of
three weeks one of the most tremendous bombardments in the annals of
war, and they had brought their works to completion, when a sally of the
garrison totally destroyed them. A combined force of sixteen thousand men
was landed at Minorea for the attack of St. Philip’s castle, and a combined
fleet of seventy,ships of war appeared in the British Channel.

The Dufeh hael joined in the war against England, but they paid dear for
their*treaciery. Admiral Parker, as, with six ships of the line and some fri-
gates, he Wwas convoying a fleet from the Baltic, was encountered off the Dog-

er Bank (August 5th) ®y the Dutch admiral Zoutman, with ten sail of the
ine and frigates. The,action, which lasted nearly four hours, was terrific;
the English had five hundred, the Dutch twelve hundred, killed and wounded;
hdth fleets were disabled, and the Dutch hardly got into their own ports. In
the West ¥adies, Rodney took their island of St. Eusfatius,®in which, being
a ffee port, immepge wealth in goods and stores was collected: all this became
the prize of the vi¥tors, who also captured a great number of merchantmen.

»*  Sir Beary Clinton having sent General Arnold with a%orce into Virginia,

dirgeted Lord“Gornwallis to form a junction with him. As he was advaneing
for that purpose, she sent Colonef Tarletor® with a corps of eleven hundred
wen, taoppose Generdl dlorgan, who was acting on his lefé. At a placeSalled

$he Cowpens? Tarleton cagie # with the enemy (January 17th), and in the

. hard-fought aekion which ensued, the British were defeated for the first thme

2

"-‘

in afy open field of battle. The American general Greene displayed consid-
erablgs apilityein impgeding the measures of Lord Cornwallis till ke found him-
-selﬁ fron® enaugh to engage him; he then (March 15th) gave hsm battle at
Guillord Court House. ® The Americans had five thousai® men, the British

shalf the number. ®The latter gained the honour of the day, but want of pro-

Visions agd the seyerity of the weather obliged them to retire, leaving their
woynged, to the care of the enemy. Lord Corpwallis then pushed on for
Virginie, whiles Greene advagced toward South Carclina. At & place named

0.'. HohRigk’sshill (Apfil 25th) he was attacked and routed by Lond Rawdw,
P @ - ® ° )
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after a variety of operations, he encountered (September 8th) ‘at Eutaw
Springs Colonel Stewart, who now commanded the British in that province.
The action was the most obstinate that had yetcbgen foug_h{:; the American
militia acted nobly; both sides claimed the victory, bet the British found
it necessary to retire to ‘Charleston. g 5

Lord Cornevallis, meantime, basng reached the Chesapeske, Inspite of se®
opposition, fortified Yorktown and Gloucester point. He appiied in xain
for reinforcements to SirdHgnry Clinton, who feared for Nem‘r Yok Ala :
French fleet, under Cou}élt de Grasse, then entered thé C‘-hesap’eay;' and Wash-
ington and Count Rocltanibeau having joined their forces, their united army
of twelve thousand men appeared before Yorktown, ¢vhile De Grass§ blocke®
up the tfiouth of thewYork river. The Britisn force did not amount %o seven
thousand men. A ga\‘imt defence was made, but they were obliged to yield .
to nwubers and capitulate (October 19th). With this event the cofitest in e
America terminated. ¢

Fortupe was elsewhere unfavourable to Great Britain, whom France had  «
now deprived of all the Leeward Islandd! except Antigua and Barbadoes. .
Minorca was lost; St. Philip’s castle, after one of the noblest defences on
record, and the reduction of its garrison to eight lrundred men, having been
obliged to surrender. &

The surrender of Yorktown sealed the doom of ¢he North administration.
An unfortunate minister is seldom secure in his power; the country gentlemen
now opened their eyes to the folly of continuing the war; a formid#ble plan
of attack was conceived and executed by the opposition, led on by General
Conway and Mr. Fox, and sustained by their usual champions, with the acces-
sion of William Pitt, son of the great earl of Chatharn, and Mr. Sheridan, both
of whom had displayed great talent in debate. Day after day the ministerial
majority declined. At length (March, 1782) Lord North announced that the
cabinet was dissolved. e i

The opposition having gained the victory, had now ‘to divid\athe sooils.
But herein lay a difficulty. It consisted of two almost hostile pafties; the
one headed by the marquis of Rockingham, which=was for conceding total
independence to the colonies; the other, led by the earl of Shelburne, which
though willing to yield up the right of taxation and.terminate the war, trod
in the steps of Lord Chatham, who almost with his dying breath had pto-
tested against a’dismeinberment of the empire. = The new ministry.was formed
of five of each party; the chancellor, Lord Thtirlow, to gratify the king, b&ing |
allowed to retain the great seal. Lord Rockingham was ptemier; Lord Shel- ¢
burne and MT. Fo# secretaries; General Conway commander-in-chief; Lordee
John Cavendish chancellor of the exchequer; Mr. Dunning (Ifter Lord Ash-
burton) chancellor of the duchy ©©f LancaSter, ete; Burke was paymaster of
the furces; Barré treasurer of the navy; Sheridan vmler-secretary gf statg. &
Pitt declined taking any office. e UL € e e

< The watchword of the new ministry was peace, economy,and cmo patron- .

age. Yet, when Mr. Pitt brought in a bill for a reform ih parliament, igwas
rejected, and the whole of the retrenchments made amounted or'y to £72,000 ¥
a year, the far greater part of which was in the department of Mr. Burke, thes s,
great advocate o¥“the measure. What further they might have done iS no# :
00 he known, for the death of Lord Rockingham in the suxamer broke up thee
cabinet, 4s Fox and his friends refused to act under Loré Shelhurne, angd
retired. Mr. Pitt now took office as chancellor of the exchéquer, thdugh enly
twenty-three cyears of age.“ ; : S A

Nerf;btiationc; for peace had been gommenced",’ but the tvar still aont.iﬁued. =
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.[On the 12th”of ARI.'H Rodney®brought De Grasse to action in the West Indies,
and by executing the manceyvre of breaking the line, he gave him a eomplete .
defeat, taking or troying eight Shl?S' and reddeing almost to wrecks the
remaitder, twospf high were captured a few days aftex by Sir Samuel Hood.
But as Adjni#il Graves %as condubting the prizes to Pmgland, and convoying
“*sathe hou'xe;vs&d?und merchant-fleet, a terxiffc storm came on,gn which all
the paizes but®ne, two British.men-of-wa.r, and several ®f the merchantmen,
\gded, ang. tlte.e thousand lives were lost® At (1’101,,&10 ‘the loss of the Royal
eorge of on Jundredegums, which was upset by & s all (Amgust 29th) at
Portsmoutlt, ald went down with Admiral Kempenfeld} and a thousand men’
aftd WohleIl on board, incaeased the calamities of the year.
The séorm of war beat this year with unprecedented fury on ghe gock of
+  Qibraltar and its heroic defenders. The duke of Criljf, the conejueror of
« Minorea®took the command of the besieging army; ten floasing battggies,
roof against shot and fire, were constructed; forty-seven sail of the line,
»  beside frigates and other craft, were collected in the bay; while batteries,
*  mounting two hundred guns and }rotected by forty thousand n®n, were
raised on the isthmus. The whol€ force by land and sea amounted to a
hundred thousand men. @n the 13th of September a simultaneous cannon-
nade was opened on the fortress, which was returned by shells and red-hot
balls. The whole peninsul seemed one blaze of flame, while the roaring of
the artillery was not intermitted for a second. During the day no effect
seemed tg be made on either side, but in the night two of the floating bat-
teries burst into flames; the 1ight enabled the besieged to direct their guns,
and by morning six more were in the same condition; the fire from twelve
gunboats prevented the enemy from bringing off their crews, all of whom
would have pefighed but for the humanity of the British, who saved about
four hundred men. The siege was now at an end, and the war was thus
concluded bralliashtly by England in Europe as well as in the West Indies.
Her succesgfhad been uniform in the east. General Elliot, the gallant gov-
ernor of Gebraltar, was raised to the peerage with the title of Baron Heathfield.c
The parliament was aqpened by the king on the 5th of December, the
houses having met on the previous 26th of November, and were then adjourned
in the expectation of sotpe definite result from the negotiations. The open-
ingewords of the speech are very memorable. His majesty declared he had
lost no time jn giving the necesSary orders to prohibit the furtler prosecution
. of offensive war upon the continent of North America. Adopting with deci-
® sion what he gat %ed to be the sense of his parliament and his people, he
.had direcfeg all his measures to an entire and cordial recongjliation with those
colonies. - He kgd not hesitated to go the full length of the powers vested in
him; and had offeyed to declare ¢hem free and independent states, by an
. agticle fp be inselted mgthe treaty of peace. Provisional articles had peen
> agreed ubap, $o take effect whegever terms of peace shoultl be finally se led
., With the cgurtof France.® The king then said, “In thus admitting their
3 separgtign from the erown of these kingdoms, I have sacrificed every consid-
. ceration, of myqown to the wishes and opinion of my people. I make it my
i Y Lumb e anel earpest Prayer tg Almighty God, that Great Britaintnay not feel
whe efils which. might regult from so great a dismembermgat of fhe gmpire;
énd that America gnay be free from those calamities which have formerlye
Pyoved in the mogher country how essential monarchy is to the enjoyment” of
"ODStl.t\ltlgnaJ libeSty. Religion, language, interest, affections may, and T
hopd wiJl,*yet grove a bond*of permanent union between the two countries.”

.‘. O.h.thQ 20th oé Junuary® 1783, the preliminaries of peage were sjgned .
R . % o ..' \ °
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between Great Britain and France and Spain. With Ho]land there was a
suspension of arms; and the preliminaries of peace were not signed until the .
2nd of September. The articles of pacificatior with theUnited States, with
the exception of the first article acknowledging thei endepedidence, ar® now
of minor importance.” «By the treaty with France, England celled Sg. Lucia 3
and Tobagogand gained back Gsenada, St. Vincent, Domiwiga, “St. Christo-¢¢"
pher, Nevis, and Niontserrat. ,The French recovered some possessions in
Africa, and in the Kast Indies. * The old stipulations for tlfe fiemolitio
Dunkirk were” given jip. To Spain, Great Britaih <eded MiZorca and the
Floridas. The princij:le of the final treaty with Holland was‘on ‘the Dasis of

(3]

mutual restitution. 3
L ¢ X ¢ Q
PAi'cLIAMENTA}-; CENSURES OF THE TERMS OF PEACE (1783 A.D.) ¥
¢ A e

Thus, then, was finished one of the most calamitous wars that England

had evey been driven into, through a mistaken view of the relative positions *
of a mother country and her colonies, {\nd an obstinate reliance upon her °
power to enforce obedience. It might have been expected that a pacification
which involved no humiliating conditions, beyoad the acknowledgment of,

that independence of the United States which it was no longer’ possible to
withhold, would have been received with unmifigled satisfaction. On the
contrary, a combination of parties was entered into for the purpose,of remov-

ing Lord Shelburne and his ministry; a coalition which is not a- pleasant
exhibition of the motives which sometimes unite the most opposite factions

in the pursuit of power. On the 17th of February, the two houses took into
consideration the preliminaries of peace with France, Spaip and America.

In the house of lords the ministers carried the address of thanks to the crown

by a majority of thirteen. In the house of commons they were defeated by

a majority of sixteen. On the 21st of February Lord Joha Cavendish moved
resolutions of censure on the terms of the peace, which wére carries by a fhajor-

ity of seventeen. Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt were on this occasion brought into im-
mediate conflict — “ the tug of war” which was té last for twenty years was

now begun. The particular points of attack or defence in the conditions of

the peace have little to interest us. But the principles exhibited by these

great rivals on so stirring an occasion have a permanent value. Fox deferfded

the coalition 6i parfies which some had censured; but he empk#tically pro-
claimed his adhesion to his own party. Pitt was self-relignt in his own*con- _ .
fidence in the purity of his intentions: ““High situation,‘and great influence,

are desirable objetts to most men, and objects which I am not ashamed t#e
pursue, which I am even solicitous to possess, whenever they-¢an be acquired

with honour, and retained with®dignity. On these respectable conditions, I
amg.ot less ambitieus to be great and powerful thar it is natural forgny yougg e
man, With such brilliant examples before hint, to he. But everi these objecés o
[‘am not beneath relinquishing, the moment my duty to @y country, my , -
character, and my friends, renders such a sacrifice indispensable. « Then I
hope to retire, not disappointed, but triumphant; triumphaat in.the con- ;
viction that my talents, humble as they are, hawve been earnestly® zealously, /.
and strenuously*¢mployed, to the best of my apprefiension, irf promoting tife
" truest welfare of my country; and that, however I may stand chargeable witle
weakness of understanding, or error of judgment, nothing €an be {mputed
my official capacity which bears $he most distant connection with aneinter-
ested, a cormupt, or a dishOnest intention.” Th‘é struggle foroffice was over.
On thz 24th of February Lord Shelburne resigned. One‘of his secrefalies of -
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state, Lord Grantham, wrote to Sir James Harris that the fallen mipister
s trusted too much tqehis measares, and that the, parliament, spoilt by long
habits oH interest, gave no créif to them. The®measuges of Lord Shelburne
contemplated 4 2uch wider field ef actipn than his opponents, with the
..exception of e RBurke could have admitted ieto their Views. In the king’s
Speech at theop‘ea.ifg of the session, his majesty sscommendgd a revi€ion of the
hole Ehglish ad}ng system, upor! the same cemprehensive and liberal prinei-
Mt had:ka‘noadopﬁegi concerning the commeerd, ®f Ireland. Shel-
burne’s opinigns\zpon a aberal system of commerce JWere before his time.
Theyw were estirely opposed to the existing ignorance of the commercial pub-
lic, and theys would necessdkily havg failed. If he had remained in_pogver,
the great triding communities would have ensured his fa%ﬂad he dred to
'promulgateothe principles which could only be accepted when Eggland had
*oceived the enlightenment of more than half a century’s experience. -

& e
@
THE COALITION M‘\YISTRY (1783 A.D.)

. The coalitign of the party eaded by Lord North, and of the party headed
by Mr. Fox, had succeeded ip compelling Lord Shelburne and Mr. Pitt to
resign; but it was not without difficulty that the coalesced chiefs could induce
the king togdmit them to power. After a considerable delay, the duke of
Portland beeame first lord of thetreasury, and Fox and North were appointed
secretaries of state.  The repugnance of the king to this extraordinary union
of two political rivals — which, securing a majority in the house of commons,
forced upon him ag the real prime minister, a man whom he disliked with an
intensity approachifig to hatred —was more than tolerated by the majority
of the nation. The coalition was odigus to all men not bound by the tram-
mels of the party. Fdx, and North réceived the seals on the 2nd of April,

—~1783. The agdeptance of place by Fox rendered his re-election for West-
minster necessary; and Romilly writes— It is almost a general wish that
some man of character and &edit may be opposed to him as a candidate.”
He was re-elected, becausa no candidate was found; “but the populace
.received him with hisses, hooting, and every other mark of displeasure.”

_ Pift was nqw in oppositioh. He had in vain declared “ a jus%and lawful
impediment” t® the “ill-omened and unnatural marriage,” for idding the
«bgnns “in the names#f the public weal.” The ministry were strong in their
majorities. Pitt vainly opposed the conditions of the loan which they had

» rahed upon ev8ry disadvantageous terms. On the 7th of Ma% he, a second
time, brought forward the question of parliamentary reform. He proposed
that when the gross edrruption of the majority of voters in any borough was
sproved beffre a gomMittee ®f the commons, the borough sheuld be disfrat®N\

 chised; and tRat% large additwn o? knights of the shire, and of members for
the metropolis®sha®ld he made to the representative body. But Pitt openly °
declared Yaghinst the practicability of a perfectly equal representation, and

" ,geld thatethose pfYaces kaown by the popular appellation of rotten boroughs,

* Werd to be regarded in the light of deformities which n some degree dis-
figured the fabric® of the Snstitution, but which he feared®could not be
remfqved withaut end®ngering the whole pile. Fox earnestly defendegl thee
proposition; Worth chgposed it. Pitt’s resolutions were rejected by a majority
of 144, p ¥hes ydung reformer gvas more successful 1p carrying through the
house Jdmmons®a bill for preyenting abuses in the public offices® the chief
O.bject b which was t0 abolish an odious system of perquisites @#d percdgt-
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ages.. In the house of lords the adherents of the ministry threw out the bill.

The session came to a close.on the 16th of July. O .

The session of parliametit was opened oh <he 11é of Novemher. The
prince of Wales, previous to the arrivak of the king, had is’egh introduced to
the house of peers, with great teremony, and was conduycte /e his chair of..
state on %he right hand of*the throne. Carlton House*had Been assigned
to him as a residence. The guestion of India was the mosteimportdqt topie
of the king’s speech ! “The situation of the East Ipdia €ompiay will e
the utmost exertiops pf your wisdom, to maintairt and impfove the valuable
advantages derived from our Indian possessions, and to promate and secure
the happiness of the native inhabit-
ants of those provinces.” On the 18th
of November Mr. Fox brought for-

ward his India Bill. Mr. Fox pro-
posed that the authority of the East
India Company should be transferred’,
to commissioners to he named by
parliament, and not removeable at
the pieasure of the ,crown. “His
plan,’; he said, “was to establish a
board, to consist of seven persons,
who should be invested with full
power to appoint and displace officers
in India, and under whose control
the whole government of that coun-
try should be placed.” There were
to be eight assistants to this board,
. Who should have charge of the com-
~ mercial concerns of the company, but

seven. The board was to be held in
Englarid; it was to be established for
three ordive years, to try the experi-
ment. “If experience proved the.
utility of the board, then the king
was to have the future norpination

of its membepzs ¢’
The principle of Mr. Fox’s India Bill was resisted upon its first intro-

CHARLES JAMES Fox

= (1749-1806)

subject to the cont®)] of the otherv

duction to pariiament. Mr. Pitt declared his opinion thaf tife¢whole of the «

proposed system was nothing more on one side than absoiute despotism, and
on the other side the most gross corruption. Preyious$ ¢o the second reading
< @1 the bill, the €orporation of London, in commof: counéil assembizd, adepted*
a petition to the house of commons thal the bill might not pass intoelaw. *
* The example of the city was followed by many other cotportions. Never~
theless, Fox triumphed in the house of commons by large majdrities. The
second reading of his bills was carried by a majority of 114; and tn_the 9th
of Decémber, they were presented by the mthister and a‘numerous bod¥ cr °

mertbers at th

e bar of the house of lords. ;
¢ Qn the day when the coalition ministry entered office, the king wrqt® to
Earl Temple, then lord-lieutenant of Ireland, to expres§ his hape that many
months would not elapse before “the Grenvilles, the Pitts; and ¢ther men
of character” would relieve him from a thraldom tq whicl’ he had heén com-
pghied to stibmit. The opportunity which the king so ardently éesired c'il.d
\ -
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not come till thedndia Bill had provoked a mianifestation of popular opinion
which might enable the crown to defy a majority of the house of commons.
It wag a dangerouswexperineht. The nobleman to ,whom the king had con-
fided his sor?pvs in Apsil was ready in December not dnly to whisper to the

e considereg, by the king as his enemy. a'he effect upon @ those who
desiréd to live only in the sunshine of royal favour was ihstantaneous. “The
Lisnops watr, and the thanes fly from us,” wrijest Fatzpatrick. He adds,
“ the publig 1 full of alarm and astonishment at the treachery as well as the
imprudenge of this unconstitutional interference. Nobody guesses what will
be the comsequence of a cbnduct that is generally compared to that of Charles
T in 16477 The India bills were rejected in the upper howse on the Y7th of
Decembgr, by a majority of ninety-five to seventy-six. On thé 18th, at

" "Eeers, but cg{lﬁq;ntly to state, that whoeser voted €or the India Bill would

° midnight, 2 message was sent by the king to Lord North and Mr. Fox,=om-

manding them to give up their seals of office by their under-secretaries, as a
personal interview would be disagreeable to his majesty. .
7
PITT AT THE HELM (1783 A.D.)

On the 19th Pitt was appointed first lord of the treasury and chancellor
of the exchequer. Earl Temple, who had received the seals of secretary of
state, was for the immediate dissolution of parliament. Pitt was against
this, and> Temple resigned om the 22nd, leaving the young prime minister to
sustain, almost alone, the most severe conflict for power recorded in the annals
of parliament.

In forming,his administration Pitt had scarcely a statesman of any repu-
tation to support him, with the exception of Thurlow, as chancellor, and
Dundas, who wag not of the cabinet. His father’s friend, Camden, stoed by
him in the hdtuse o? lords, although®not originally forming one of the ministry.

__~ Pitt Bad glsost wholly to depend upon his own ability and courage to sus-

-

g

0
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tain the attack he had to expect from a large majority of the house of com-
mons, headed by Fox, Blirke, North, and Sheridan.

On the 12th of January, 1784, Pitt appeared in the house of commons as
the head of the government. Violent were the debates on points of form and
quéstions of principle. The mjnister was beaten upon two divisions, and five
adveyse motions were carried agginst him that night. Phe kiitg wrote to him
the next day, “ I sy ready to take any step that may be proposed to oppose
this faction, and to struggle to the last period of my life.” It was well that

*%he kingetad _found a minister whose prudence was eq@al to his courage.
Regardless of s defeat, Pitt, on the 14th of January, brought forward his
own plan for the*government an manag@ment of the affairs of the BEast
Wdia Cympany. *His Bill was read a first time. In a committee of the ¥hole

» Irouse on he State of the patich, it was moved that “ the continuance of the

»

\

present midiste®s in trusts of the highest importance and I:esponsibilityo is
conthiry to constitutional principles, and injurious to the interests of his
majes# . and ®his pepple.” The resolution was carried by a, majority of
’gwenty-ori‘e. An adjournm®nt took place for a few days; but sl no resig-
Tafion. On the 23rd of*January, Mr. Pitt’s India Bill wa’thrown eut; and
*)r. Fox reproducéd his own bill. The contest between the two parties vas
earried ong in vadigus shapes, till the 8th of March. Attempts were made to
for%u umion between the leading membera of the late government and those
of £hg Present? but Pitt stegdily refused to resigh as the prelisinary condi-

» tionso$ suth a nefotiation. At length, on the 8th of March, an edporate
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remonsgrance, in the form of an address to his majesty, which was drawn up
by Burke, and moved by<Fox, was carried by« majorityconly of one. The
battle was over. The yictory remained with Fitt. Bhe Mutiny Bjll was
passed; the supplies fvere voted; and on ¢he 24th efMarcls tlle king went
to the house of lords, o put an end to the session, and t say, ‘“Ideel it a

duty which € owe to, the const®ution and the country, to retug r's Speedily as
possible to the sense of my people, by callihg a new parliam ;1t.” On‘ the s
€ ey

25th parliament was dfsselved. R T

During this extraordinary contest, from the 12th of Jan ary to the 8th
of March, there were fourteen motions, upon which the house divided, carried
against Mr. Pitt; besides many others, upon whith there was no division,
The mod¢ in wiilth the coalition ministry was ejected, through®the royal
interference with the’vote of the house of peers upon the India Bill, was mean
and“unconstitutional. It has been conjectured that Pitt was probably
acquainted with the mamceuvres of Thurlow and Temple. But it has been
also saide that when Temple resigned, he “ carried away with him the scandal
which the best friends of the new govenment could not but lament. The
fame of the young prime minister preserved its whiteness. He could declare
with perfect truth that, if unconstitutional machinations had beep employed,s
he had been no party to them.” Whatever opinion may be formed upon
this point, even the political opponents of Pitt agree that in this fiery strug-
gle of two months, he “joined to great boldness, sagacity and discretion.
By patience and perseverance he wearied out a éoe who was more ardent than
measured in his attacks; and while he bore his defeats with calmness, the
country, saturated with calumny, began to resent the attempt of the coalition
party as the cabal of a domineering aristocracy.” c

Never did minister of Great Britain appear in so triumphant a position as
William Pitt when he entered the house of commons, on ¢he 18th of May,
to meet the new parliament. He had been himself refutned 4t the head of
the poll for the University of Cambridge. His friend Wilberfrce, the son
of a Hull merchant, had contested the county of York against two whig
candidates of large fortune and high connections! With the almost unani.
mous support of the manufacturers of Sheffield, and Halifax, and Bradford,
and Leeds, he had beaten the great Yorkshire aristocracy, as the representative
of the middle classes. The example presented by this stronghold of inde-
pendent principles Was powerful through the country. Pitt “looked wipon

the benches of opposition, that for two months had echead with the cheers e

of those who had denounced him with every virulence of invective, now
thinned to a very¥powerless minority. . The coalition had lost a Huudred ang®

- sixty members. [The members of the opposition who lost ‘their seats avere

popularly known as Fox’s martyrs.] . o
c /J". €@ \5 B e ('-" ©
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PITT'S FINANCIAL MEASURES BRIE ;

Pitt commenced his career as a financial minister with more"th;‘m) esmmon
boldness. sThe permanent taxes produced half ##million less than the irterest
of the €ebt, the ¢ivil list, and the charges to which they were appropriated. .

“Ibe annual land-tax and malt-tax fell far short of the“naval and militagy®

expenditure and that of miscellaneous services. There waga, large unfunded

debt. The deficit altogether amounted to three millions. The ‘confidenge in

the national zesources was'so low that the three per cents were fallen to,about

96. Fmuggling, especially of tea and spirits, was carried on to an enormous g
p : R
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extent. The tea vended in the smuggling trade, conducted in the most sys-

* tematic manner threligh congigpments from foretgn®ports, was held consid-
erably te exceed ghe ﬁ%e'mill?on and a half pounds antuglly sold by the East
India Companys ‘Pitt took the onlyeffectual way to prgvent smuggling. He

nrpduced the Uyty wpon tea from 50 per cen?. tg 124 per cent.; agd he also
reduced, the’du}#s on foreign spirjts. To compensate forethe expected defi-
xiency of reveryie,he increased the tax upon®windowsy To meet the large
general disproportich beéween receipt and expenditures ®he imposed other
faxes, that havedbeen abolished, as injurious to indestry, by the sounder °
ecormmists of later times. These taxes en-
abled him tg¢ provide for the interest of a
,new loan, in which a large amount of un-
~ funded deht was absorbed. Taxes upon
hats, linens, and calicos, have long been
,condemned, though the commons of 1784
» willingly granted them. Duties upon
horses, excise licences, and game cedtifi-
cates, hold their ground. Taxes upon can-
dies, and upen bricks and® tiles, were 2
amongst the devices that have had no per- Z£~2
manent existence. The tax upon paper,
which Mr. F#tt increased, appears to be the
last of those restraints upon iftdustry to
which purblind legislators have clung, upon
the principle that the consumers do not
feel the tax — the®principle announced by
the minister of 1784, when he proposed
his additional dut® ¢n candles, namely,
that as the poorest cottagers only con-
» “sumed about #0 pounds of candles annu-
ally, that class would only cgntribute five-
pence a year to his new impost.

The chancellor of the exchequer car-
.ried his proposed taxes withgut any diffi-
culty. He wag equally successful*with his
India hills. He relieved the Eas# India

*Company from its *Phancial embarrass-

mepts. He associated with its directors in ° :
5 :

the governnient oé indiatthatibedyoifcom ATBToK e ou  OLDERASRIoN Books

missiontrs, appointed by the crown, which oy SIIEEL SSRGS

"was long known as the beard of control. o L

. 1 the &ss.ior?, of 1785 Mr. Pitt, brought forward a subject announced in®*
the king’s speech, the comm®reial intercourse between Great Britain and e
Ireland. 3 Lhe ‘propositions of Mr. Pitt, large and liberal as they were, although
encumbered with some provisions opposed to a really free commercial policy,

. werg thofoughly distasteful to the manufacturers of England, anl ,equally
prgsed %o the nafrowness gf what in Ireland was deemed padsiotism. eThe
resolutions of the migister were carried by considerable majorities in the, e
British parliament, Rute being passed by a very small majority in the *Irish
parliament, tife bill w8s withdrawn. Whilst this measure was being debated
at WesJntigster,” Mr. Pitt a third time brought forwgrd a bill for reform in
payliarfiest. His specidic plan whs to disfranchise thirty-six rottep borouslas;
£Wing bbmpen.satiop to those who regardetl them as property; to transfer
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the right of election to counties and to unrepresented farge towns; and to
extend the franchise in éounties to copyholders., The bik was not introduced *
as a government mesdsure; and it was rejected by a larg.e majority, as its
author probably expgcted it would be. * ® e

Pitt, gt this time, was a_l’most exclusively occupied with asgret ﬁnancj{ﬂ--
scheme, from which, with more than ordinary complacenty: he sapguinely
expected the most wonderful “esults. He wrote to Wilbgrf¢rce, *The pro»
duce of our-revenuts is’ glorious; and I am half mead With a‘project which
will give our suppliescthe effect almost of magic Th the reduction of debt.”
It was the scheme of the sinking fund. The public income ®now hagpily
exceedad the axpenditure, and it was proposed that the notion Qf an accum-
ulating fund to be applied to the reduction of the debt, which was partially .
atteampted €&y Sir Robert Walpole, should be engrafted upon the perpetual
financial arrangements; that a million should be annually placed in the
hands of commissioners, so as to be beyond the power of a minister to withdraw.
Tt was believed that, accumulating at compound interest, with the addition ‘s
of such terminable annuities as should'fall in, it would gradually extinguish
the claims of the public creditor. The plan might have worked well, if the
minister had been debarred from contracting iny new loans. « For years the
public had as much confidence in this scheme as its author had. It was
boasted that “in eight years, Mr. Pitt’s sinking fund, in fact, purchased
£13,617,895 of stock at the cost of £10,599,265 of cash’; and®it was pro-
claimed that ‘this measure, then, is of mdére importance to Great Britain
than the acquisition of the American mines.” There was a superstitious
belief, long entertained, that the new sinking fund would, “by some mys-
terious power of propagation belonging to money, put inte the pocket of the
public creditor great sums not taken out of the pockef of the tax-payer.”
The delusion was manifest when it was demonstrated that during the war
the debt had been actually augmented, to the extent of ‘eleven milliops, by the
less advantageous terms upon which money was borrowed bfthe exchequer;® =
compared with the purchases made by the commissioners who managed the
sinking fund. A great authority in finance has put the whole philosopy of
the matter in the form of an axiom: “ No sinking-fund can be efficient for the
purpose of diminishing the debt, if it be not derived from the excess, of the.
public revenue over the public expendituzre.” 7

On the opening of the session on tke 23rd of January, 1787, ¢he king
announced that he had concluded a treaty of navigate®: and commerce wigh*
the king of Erance. The negotiation was completed at Versailles, on_the
26th of September, 1786. The provisions of this treaty swele®of the madst ®
liberal character. There was to be the most perfect freedom of intercourse
aflowed between the subjects and inhabitants of the regpective dominions of*

““he two sovereigns. The duties to be paid on frrench ‘compnodifies in $ng-

. land were thus rated: Wines, no higher dutits than on rﬁxosb of Porttigs; *
brandy, seven shillings per gallon; vinegar, less than half “che ‘previous duty;
olive-oil, the lowest duty paid by the most favoured nation. The Tollowing
duties weére to be levied reciprocally on both kingdems: hardyare® and cutz
lery, cabinet.wares, furniture, turnery, nof hjgher thafi 10" perecent, ak

o~ valorem; cotton and woollen manufactures, except rrg;ixed with silk, 12 per

“cent.; gauzes, 10 per cent.; linens, same as linens from Holland; sadcﬂ@g :

15 per cent.; millinery, 12 per cent.; plate glass and‘glass ware, pordelain ==

and earthenware, 12 per cent. c ol eule F\Q
« Jhat The commercial treaty was not a failure as regarded thegploducts

of “Great Eritain is evident from the fact that the annual aversge: export
3 ¢ ( -
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of British manufagtures to France in the sixX years ending with 1774 was
»  £87,164; in the sigeyears endéng with 1792 it was £7 17,807.
To, Mr. Pitt pelongs the"hohour, in this, the fourtly year of his administra-
tion, of simpyjfying thegomplicated sysfem of indirec®,taxation, by consoli-
.. _dating thes vera%dutles of customs, excisegand stamps.  The duties required
., ®% be paid®u\gn One article were sometimes tebe hunted througé twenty or
« thirty acts o pir!iament, each 8harging sowe .add'ptionﬁl duty, or making a
special apprépridteon of the proceeds of a particular %m The complication
may be judged from the fact that three thousand resolutions®were requireds
togcarry asmeasure of consolidation into effect. When Pitt had introduced
his measure, Burke charabterised phe speech of the minister as one of extra-
ordinary &learness and perspicuity, and said that it behoovedthos® who felt
it their (iilty frequently to oppose the measures of the goverr%men%, to rise
up manfully, and, doing justice to the right honourable gentleman’s mef®, to
return him thanks on behalf of themselves and the country, for having in so
masterly a manner brought forward a plan which gave ease and accammoda-
tion to all engaged in commerce, a advantage and increase to the revenue.
“Thus,” says Lord John Russell, “in the course of little more than three
syears from, Mr. Pitt’s acceptance of office as first lord of the treasury,
great financial and commercial reforms had been effected The nation,
overcoming its difficulties, and rising buoyant from its depression, began
rapidly te increase its wealth, to revive its spirit, and renew its strength.
Such wassthe work of Mr. Pist, now no longer the minister of the court, but
of the nation. The cry of secret influence, and the imputation of his being
an organ of an unseen power, was heard less and less as the resources of his
powerful undergtanding déveloped their energies and ripened their fruits.” ¢
L J

°
*  %HE ILLNESS OF THE KING (1788 A.D.)

- °
Towara,t'he close of the year 1788 an event occurred of considerable
importance in the legislatfve history of the country. The health of the king
had been lately in a precarious state, and his disorder finally terminated
in mental derangements When the fact had been ascertained, Mr. Pitt
(Detember 10th) moved #r a committee to inspect the journals for pre-
cedenys. M». Fox insisted thgt the heir-apparent fad aft indisputable
- ,claim to the exqugse of the executive authority. This Mr. Pitt denied,
declaring such an assertion to be little less than treason to the constitution:
» *®Kings am@ ppinces,” he said, «derived their power fror® the people; and
to the people alone, by means of their representatives, did it belong to
. decide in.cases fosswhich the consfitution hd made no specific provision.”
The prisee, he méintathed, had no more right in this case than any er
* 5 subject, theugh it might begxpedient to offer him the regency. Inthe house
. . of lords, the same view of the constitution was taken by Lord Camden.
> M?. Fox, finding *that the principles he had advanced were generally dis-
‘ ggprowd. of, then sogght only to procure for the prince the full, unrestricted
2 \ _ joyment®f tlee royal prerdgative; but Mr. Pitt had his reasons fer imposing
limitations. - O o
®  The usugl positip of the house of Brunswick, in fact, continued; the hgir
" apparent was in Spposition to the king, and on the usual account —money.
Thegxince of Wales, who was of a remarkably dissipated and extravagant
temper, %ad been allowed £50,000 a year, a sum &ufficient, it might be sup-
‘posed, sor = singleman even in his exalfed station; but as the king RitiSelf,
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when prince of Wales, had been allowed £100,000 a year,.the coalition min-
istry had insisted on the same sum being given €o the present heir-apparent; e
but partly from parsimeny, pértly from disapproval of«:he prince’s mode of
life, and partly from dislike of the prpposers, the king~had ob%tirately refused
his assent. The conse{juence was that the prince got deeply it debt—a .,
state, from $which, as subsequent events showed, even the%‘a;: F sam would®®
not have preserved Iiim. < In 1785 he applied to his father for afsistancé, and
meeting with a harsh fefssal, he set about a pretended system of economy,
selling all his” horses (hjs coach-horses included), suspending hjs buildings,
shutting up the most splendid apartments in Carlton House, his, residenge,
etc. When this had been supposed to have produdeéd its effect oncthe public
mind,‘hig‘frienﬁs"ih the commons proposed (April 20th, 1787) an fddress to
the king for his relief.« Mr. Pitt earnestly required that the motion should be
withdrawn, as it might lead to the disclosure of circumstances which he would
wish to conceal. Mr. Rolle used still stronger language; while Fox, Sheri-
dan_ and others of the prince’s friends insisted that he feared no investigation
of his conduct. 6

The matter alluded to was the secret marriage of the prince of Wales with
a Catholic lady of the name of Fitzherbert—a fact, of which we believe at,
present there can be no doubt. Mr. Fox, however, a few days after, by the
authority of the prince, declared that ‘ the fact not only could never have
happened legally, but never did happen in any way, and had from the begin-
ning been a vile and malignant falsehood.” = The greater part of the house
was, or affected to be, satisfied, and a meeting having taken place between
the prince and Mr. Pitt, an addition of £10,000 a year was made to his royal
highness’s income; £161,000 was issued for the payment of his debts, and
£20,000 for the works at Carlton House. The prince then resumed his former

mode of life, and soon got into debt as deeply as ever. o

As there could be no doubt but that the prince, when ‘regent, would select
his ministers from the party with which he had long been cognectéd, Mr. ~

Pitt, we may be allowed to suppose, from private as well as public motives,
was anxious to limit his powers. The regency whs therefore offered to the
prince, subject to the conditions of not being enabled to confer any peerage,
or to grant any office, reversion or pension, except curing the king’s pleasure;
while the care of the royal person, with the disposition of the household, and
the consequen’t appointment to all places in, it (about four hundred in_num-
ber) should be committed to the queen. The pringe, though mortified, .
consented to accept this limited sovereignty. Had Mr. Fox and his friends
been wise (whicl? they rarely showed themselves to be), they ¢would haves o
snatched the reins of power at once; but instead of doing so; they interposed
such numerous needless delays‘(though ‘it was well-known that the king’s .
hpgl%h was impreving every day), that the bill \dfd ndét reach ifs secomd e
reading in the house of lords till the 19th uf February, 1788; the accounts ¢ o
of the royal health were by that time so favourable, that thechouse judged it . -
decorous to adjourn to the 24th, on which day his majesty’s intelle¢t had :
recovered its usual state, and the cup of power was opce more dashed from
the lips of the whigs.c ‘ €, Yt i
___ On‘the 25th dt February the issue of bulletins b the royai physicians wihs

5 diccontinued. On the 10th of March the commissigfiers why had beex
appointed by former letters patent to open the parliamegt; by another cox-
mission declared further causes fer holding the same; ang proceeded toystate
to both houses that his m&jesty, being by the Hlessing of Providente ‘y&:ov-
eredtffom his éndisposition, and enabled to attend to public affairs, cenaeyeds,
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through them his warmest acknowledgments for the additional proofs they
»  had given of affegtionate gtthchment to his pegson. The other subjects of a
royal,speech og opdhing patlfiment were ther? detailed.
= 7 Pitt had%w®n his Second great victory. In 1784 against odds almost
.. incalculebey he higd defeated the coalitior® with alm8st the unanimous sup-
; "’port‘gf tft%ﬂ}ple- He had employed his $hassailablg tenure®f power in
~ carryng forvlard the resources of national .prosperi'ty‘by a series of measures
conceived, fot in ®he spiry of party, but with a la®e aotprehgnsion of what
was essential to the pulflic good. Another great trigl came. He had to con®
duct another conflict, ful] of danger and difficulty, in which, fighting for his
sovereign she had in the same manner the support of the nation. Majqr Cart-
wright, so well known for his subsequent endeavours to pfomote ageform in
parliamegt, wrote to Wilberforce: “I very much fear that theging’s present
derangement is likely to produce other derangements not for the public
benefit. I hope we are not to be sold to the coalitfon faction.” When the
battle was over, George III wrote to his persevering minister that “his ¢on-
stant attachment to my interest, gpd that of the public, which are insepar-
able, must ever place him in the most advantageous light.” On the 23rd of
«April, a puplic thanksgivify was appointed for the king’s recovery. His
majesty went to St. Paul’'y accompanied by both houses of parliament, to
return his own thanksgivings. The day was observed throughout the king-
dom. Ilmminations were never so general; joy was never so heartfelt. The
minister, ¢till only in his twent#-ninth year, had reached the pinnacle of power

and popularity.

e

o .
$HE INFLUENCE OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION
®

On the 11th ef July, 1788, the king, at the close of the session of parlia-

ment, said: “The géneral state of Europe, and the assurances which I receive

e “* from fdreiggPowers, afford me every reason to expect that my subjects will

~ continuerto enjoy the blessings of peace.” The differences with France on

the subject of the United Provinces had been adjusted. On the 6th of Sep-

tember, Mr. Pitt exultingly wrote to the marquis of Stafford, ““The state of

France, whatever else it thay produce, seems to promise us more than ever

a cobisiderable respite from finy dangerous projects.”* TRe “ stage of France”

was that of a @ountry in which thedisordered condition of 1ts finances appeared

- ,to render any newve®f§sturbances of Europe, from the ambition of the govern-

. ment and the restlessness of the people, something approaching to an impos-

s bility. ¥ £ whatever else it might produce’” was a Vdgue and remote

danger. Yet, it September, 1783, there gvere symptoms of impending

» changes, that, with ful} knowledge of the causes operating to produce tiyem,

m#eht hdbe suggested to the far-seeing eye of that statesm®nship that looked

* ebeyond the’formal relations of &tablished governments, some real cause for

 .disquiet. PhePistory of that Revolution is essentially connected with the

-, histor} of England, almost from the first day of the meeting of the states

., &enerale °Theiovernments of the two countries were not, for several years,

* | blought intd coMision, or {ntd an exchange of remonstranc and eXplanation,
on the subject of the momentous events in France. But these events, in allg

their shifting aspects, so materially affected the state of public ,opini®n

/ anmiongst the Britishe people, that they gradually exercised a greater influence

uPOp/English‘e;gternal policg and internal eonditign, than any overthrow of

. ®
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le °® @ A fbw months later the storm of the Frnch Revolution was at its*height.] e
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dynasties, any wars, any disturbances of the balance of gower, any one of
‘““the incidents common iti the life of a natibn” —to“use the words of ¢
Tocqueville—even a far greater influence thé;n"the'_A!neri\gan’ Revolution,

which was the precursor of that of France. c

: e
The timg was approaching whefi those Englishmen who lgokegiwith appre- S
hension upon the Fgench Re¥®lution, should be violently opjef Sed to‘those" :
who as violently became its partisans. The progress of this,cofdlict of opin- «
ions was very.gradulil;” blit the tendencies towards a- rupture of the old ties
‘of one great political perty were soon manifest. The distinctions of whig
and tory would speedily be obliterated. Those whp clung to the miost libesal
interpretgtion of the principles upon which the revolution of ‘1688 was
iR founded, would be pointed at as jaco-
bins — the title which became édentified
with all that was most revolting in the
French Revolution. The tory became
the anti-jacobin. Thus, through ten ‘e
years of social bitterness, exeeration and
persecution made England and Scot-
land very utipleasant dwelling places for*
men who ¢lared to think and speak
openly. Democratic opinions, even in
tneir mildest form, were prosezibed, not
by a political party only, bfit by the
majority of the people. Liberty and
jacobinism were held to be synony-
mous. !
Burke, Fox, and Sheridan, from the
commencement of tke administration
of Pitt, had beem closely united as the
chief leaders of the whig .« They had ** «
been brought intimately together as
managers of the impeachment of Hast-
ings, whose trial at the commencement
of the session of 1790 had been pro-
ceeding for two years. Fox and Burke
had eordially joined with Wilbesforce,
ot et olimas who was supporte&<by Pitt, in taking, *
a prominent part in advocating the .
total abolition of the slave trade, in 1789. On the 5th of Februfary, 1795,‘ K.
when the army estimates were mwoved, My. Pitt held that it was necessary, on
acc@unt of the turbulent situation of the greater pagt of £he Continent, that -
E=gland should bé prepared for war, though he trusted the system énifornfly °
pursued by ministers would lead to a continaance of peace’ Mr. Foxe
opposed the estimates on the ground of economy algne. “<Orf the 9th of- -
February, when the report on the army estimates was brought” up, Mr. «~
Burke proctaimed, in the most emphatic terms, his views on the-afairs of 4
France, He oppnsed an increase of our military force. He held that Frange,/ :
«:n a political light, was to be considered as expunged Qut of the system of
Etrope: Burke-held that, in this fallen condition, it was not easy to deter™ .
mine whether France could ever appear again as a leadingz“power® Six yeArs
afterwards he described the views he formerly entertained as those of*\com-
mery speculfitors.” He says, “ deprived of the old-gpvernment, depgivid in

a menner of all government, France; fallen as a monarchy, to conimon tzpecu‘—:-.
« € X .




) - ] .
. ) * THIRTY YEARS OF GEORGE III 651
* prodan] o ¥ . e .
lators might have appéared more likely to be an object of pityeor insult,
. according to the«lispositipn®of the circumjacent powers, than to be the scourge
andeterror_ofthei®t all.” ™ ¢ $ o

The infuehce of e FrencheRevalution upon reat questions of British

" oo domesti¢ Rolicypwas very soon manifest®l in the }iocee ings of parliament.

' In 1789° aYall for the relief of Protestant ssenters gvas reje®ted by a very

~  small ma,jo‘itjé. During the prorogationsthe distegters had agitate for the

repeal of The Cdkporatiqn and Test acts, with un®oné®d earpestness and con-

sigerable sndiscretion.® Some of the establishment were equally zealous 4n

ahe emcotragement of gyresistance to the claims of the dissenters. Mr. Fox,

on the Ind of March, proposed the abolition of these ;g'l{iéious tegts. Mr.

,  Pitt opposed the motion. Mr. Burke declared that & -the gepeal been

2 moved.?or ten wyears before, he should probably have joined §Mr. Fogjn sup-

porting it. But he had the strongest reasons to believe that many of the

persons now calling themselves dissenters, and who stood the most forward

¢ in the present application for relief, were men of factious and *dangerous

principles, actuated by no motivgs of religion or conscience, to which toler- -

ance could in any rational sense be applied. The motion was rejected by a

» very large, majority. Tw® days after, a proposition made by Mr. Flood, to

amend the representation of the people in parliament, was withdrawn; the

. minister, who had three times advocated reform, now holding that if a more

favoursble time should arise, he might himself bring forward a specific prop-

osition; but he felt that tMe cause of reform might now lose ground from
being agitated at an improper moment.

WRkE's Reflections on the Revolution (1790 A.D.)

The sixtgerth parliament of {reat Britain, having nearly completed its
, full ferm of seven years, was dissolved soon after the prorogation in June,
- oy 1790. B*® new parliament assembled on the 25th of November, when Mr.
Addington was chosen jspeaker. There was no allusion to the affairs of
France in the king’s speech. That the great events which had taken place
in that country were accupying the thoughts of public men, there could be
small doubt. Whilst tlieroyal speech, and the echoing addresses, dwelt upon
a pacificagion between Austria and the Porte, upon djssensigns in the Neth-
erlands, upon peace between sRussia and Sweden, and upon war between
* o Russia and theo®erte, the national mind was absorbed almost exclusively by
» , » conflicting sentiments about the Revolution in France. A few weeks before
the me®tingeof parliament, Burke had published his fathous Reflections on
the Revolution' Probably no lijerary prgduction ever produced such an
exciting effect Won pyblic opinion at the time of its agpearance, orgmain-
2 *tain o,petmanent an influence amongst the generati8n to whose fees it
® *sppealed. The reputation of%he author as the greatest political %hilosopher
“+ of hjs ag#® W& pregilections for freedom, displayed through the whole course
=»  of the’ American Revolution; his hatred of despotic power, as manifested in
. his Mcegging denusciationg of atrocities in India; his consistent adherence to
\ ~.whig principifs as estaplished by the Bill of Rights — thigscquiintance with
, ke character and,sentiments of Burke first raised an unbounded curiosityglo
/ strace theargumends against the struggle for liberty in anether country,tom-
ing from® man *®ho had so long contended for what was deemed the popular
. (_‘é&@b héme. The perusal of this renmrkabl?book converted the inquirer
., Ultesan enthusiagf. Im preportion as the liberaFinstitutions o# Gregt Rritain
fick /Wéfe°helﬂ. up, to adn iration, so werg*the attempts of Frahce to bjild up
*® °
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a new sysfem of government upon the ruins of the old system, described as
the acts of men devoted (o & every description of tyranny and cruelty "
employed to bring about end to uphold this revol{ition.”* To.the argumen-
tative power was added an impassioned elocuence, whith roused:the feelings
into hatred of the anarcliists who léd the royal family capties infy “Paris on e
the 6th of Ocvober, and directed every sympathy towards a humiated king, .
a proscribed nobility, and 4 plundered church. P .

Six months glapset <bettveen the publication of , Berke’s Refléctions and
his final separation from his party, involving an irrevocable breach of friend-
ship with Fox. " G e ”

e = 1 ~
& “THE BIRMINGHAM RIOTS (1791 A.D.) .
“ ¢ i : «

In the debate on the proposed repeal of the Test and Corporation acts,
on the 2nd of March, 1790; Mr. Burke read extracts from a sermon of Doctor
Price,cand*from the writings of Doctor Priestly and other non-conformists; °
- inferring from certain passages that the leading preachers among .the dis-
senters were avowed enemies to the Church of England, and that thence its
establishment appeared to be in much more serious danger than the church
of France was in a year or two ago.  The Reflectians on the Revolution dif-
fused this alarm more extensively through the country. The clamour was at 2
last got up that the church was'in danger. There were results of thi spirit,
which were more disgraceful to the English chdtacter than the violence of
the Parisian populace in the attack upon the Bastille or the march from
Versailles. It was a lower and a more contemptible fanaticism than had been
evoked by the first call in France to fight for freedom, thatproduced the
riots at Birmingham which broke out on the 14th of J uly, 1791.

Dr. Joseph Priestly, in 1780, became the minister of the principal Unita-
rian congregation in Birmingham. He was ardent in his political views, hav-
ing written an answer to Burke’s Reflections, and he did not hesittss to avow .
his opposition to the church, in his zeal to obtain what he deemed the-rights :
of dissenters. But in his private life he was worthy of all respect, and in
his scientific pursuits had attained the most honourable distinetion. But
even as a politician he avowed himself a warm admirer of the English con-
stitution, as the best gystem of policy the sagacity of man had been able %o
contrive, though its vigour had been impaired by certain corruptions. ¢He
published, in 1791, Familiar Letters to the Inhabitants afBirmingham —a o *
work in which, according to Robert Hall, “ the seeds of that implacable dis- sl
like were scattered * which produced the outrages that we shall kriefl§ relate.

On the 11th of July, according to a rpyal proclamation of the 27theof
that nyonth, “a certain scandalous and seditious papergwas ‘printed ard pub- -
lishegl in the town of Birmingham,” for the discovery of the autMor o#which® *

a reward of one hundred pounds was offered. * This handbill cal ed‘upon thes « *
people to celebrate on the 14th the destruction of that high altar %ad castle

of despotism, the Bastille; but not to forget that their own parliameht was o=
venal; the ministers hypocritical; the clergy legal oppm:ssors;‘tht; refning s
family extravagané;, the crown too weighty for the head that wears it. «This,, / 3

_ pgner, says the proclamation, was printed and pu?)lishegi in the town of
Birmingham. William Hutton, a cautious man, says that it was fabricateds®

in London, brought to Birmingham, and a few copies privately Sscattered® \
under a table at an inn. Op that $4th of July ahput eighty persons astém- .
bled at a.tavera, known as ]ﬁdley’s, to commemorate-this anniversary; gand

1

at the fwan Innfsome magistrates, and persons opposed to the celebrationisis “e
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met to drink “Chwrch and King.” There was a small mob about Badley’s
®  tavern, who hlssedcgid hoofed; and there was gmother mob around the Swan.
The dinner weng, off "qujetly” amongst the friends of ¥rgnch liberty, the king
»  apd constituteon being @uly toasted, and afterwards_the national assembly
** opf France. * \fter#he company had separat®d, a rabbl@ broke intq, the tavern
’ in seanch ot L%fYor Priestly, who,had not dined®there, crying out that  they
» wanted to ki cly t‘he powder out of Priestly’s wig.” y The loyal company at
the adjacent’Swan® huzsaed; and it is affirmed tha® a %entleman said, ““Go
to the Meetings.” In ahother hour Priestly’s chapel, in New street, called”
th® NeweM®eting-house, wgs on fire. This work accomplished, the Old Meet-
ing-house Jras also quickly in a blaze. Doctor Priestly lived at Fadx hill,
. about a mile and a half from the town. He and his family had Hed from
- mob vengeance; but his house was destroyed, and his> bookssburnedmgvith
his manuseripts and his philosophical instruments. S
The burnings and plunderings, invariably of the houses of dissenters, con->»
+ tinued till the night of Sunday, the 17th, in Birmingham and the nefghbour-
hood. On.the 15th the house of Mry Ryland, at Easy hill, was burned down,
six or seven of the rioters, who had drunk themselves insensible with the
booty of thg wine-cellar, petishing in the flames. Mr. Ryland was a friend
of Priestly —a man devoted to the public interests of Birmingham, and
, emphatically described as “a friend to the whole human race.” On that
day Bordesley hall, the residence of Mr. Taylor, another dissenter, was
burned. The warehouse of William Hutton was then plundered; and on
the next morning his country-house, at Bennett’s hill, was set on fire and
consumed. Five other hquses of dissenters, whether Presbyterians, Bap-
tists, or Unitarians, were that day burned or sacked. Justices of the peace
sat in conclave; Squires made speeches to the mobs, telling them they had
done enough. , Tke Birmingham mggistrates issued a placard, addressed to
» “ Friends and Brothes Churchmen,”’ entreating them to desist; for that the
» damage, wkish already amounted to £100,000, would have to be paid by
the parishes. On the Sunday there were burnings of chapels and private
houses in the neighbourhood of Birmingham; and then three troops of light
dragoons rode into the town, having come in one day from Nottingham, and
this disgraceful exhibition Wgs at an end.c
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