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PREFACE TO PRESENT EDITION

P ——

bly father, the late General Hutchinson, wrote this
book in the age when shooting over dogs was the
universal mode of kjlling game. Times have chang d
in the half century and more since the first edition of
the work was published. As a :rule birds are now
shot as they come to the gun, not as .hey rise to fo
away from it, and powder and shot are now put into
the gun-barrels by the hreeuh,igml not by the muzzle.
But, throngh all the changes of modes of guns ana
modes of shooting, this book has maintained ita
steady hold on peblic favour. I do not think my
reverence for my father’s memory is caitying me too
far when I claim that, in his “ Dog-breaking,” he said
pot only the first, (it was very nearly the first of
written instructions), but also the last wora on the
fascinating subject which he had made his own by long
personal educationsof his dogs. It has remained the
text-book during all these years, and it stands alone
to-day.

There has been a tendency in recent years to
develop the shooter, the man who has bronght to
perfection the artistic killing of the birds, somewhat
ta the detriment of the trone sportsman who takes &
delight in the study of 4he habits of the game, and
of all that is associatnd with the scienée and success
of his sport. At the present timeg there are signs of
a reaction. The goon gamekzeper of to-day is a man
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of more edu ation than his predecessor of forty or
fifty years ago, and realies almest as fully as his
master that the dog is of indispensable assistarrce in
his vocation. It is far less common than it used to
be to see a dog brutally ill-treated, and I venture to
think that the principles inculcated by my father in
these pages have gone far to créate a more intelligemt
sympathy between man and dog, and have conduced
to a kindlier treatment by the keeper of his canine
servants.

In the teath impression of this book my father made
a wise concession to representatiods of many friends
and others —owners of dogs and employers of keepers
angl breakers—and -extracted from the body of the
work a summary of the more purely instructive sec-
tions, which was printed at the beginning of the
volume. At the sam= time a few copies of this
summary were published separately at the price of
a shi ling each, so as to bring them within the pecuniary
reach of every gamekeeper. These are now exhausted,
and in view of the continued demand the publishers
have determined to re-issue the book including the
sUMmary.

HORACE G. HUTCHINSON.

December 1908,



PREFACE TO SIXTH EDITION

*

My esteemed Publisher wishes me to make an olla
pedrida of former prefaces, comlensing them into one,
with the idea, I suppose, that they will be the more
readily swallowed ; but I believe l® will no object to
a few fresh remarks.

The fact of this Look showing that great excellence
in dog-breaking is ooly attwisnble by the teacher's
excreising constaul kindoess towards Lis pupil should
make all who are in favour of the bill mow bufure
Parliament for a ibgre humune treutmeut of upimals
strongly recommend owners of dogs, whether or not
they be sportsmen, to peruse these pages; for surely
they would like to udd, in an easy gnd plensuutsmunner,
to the intelligence and obedience of thei? pets.

It is a satisfactory reflection thut, owing to the
many sorte of dogs pnow tuught to retrieve expedi-
tiously, comparatively few wounded birds escape to
undergo & lidgering, miseruble death.

With very great pleasure I hawe vccasionally seen
advertisements for the sale of dogs couplud with the
commendatory notice that they had been * brokeo
* according to Coloncl Hutchinson's syftem.” It wus
an assurance that tbhe pstructor bad veen thoughtful,
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and that the schooling of the animals had added to
their happiness, instead of being a time of puniehment.
They and their canine friends ought to be thankful
that the work has run through so many editions.

Mr, Murray wishes me to be concise; I will, there-
fore, say no more than that I bélieve all I have writean
to be true, and I will only make an E&xtract from one
of the prefuces (the 4th), by retranscribing the encou-
raging wopds peuned by a keen hand on moor and
stubble, «

“ Captain T——=r has all his life been a most enthu-
““ siastic sportsynan, but never broke a dog until a year
‘“ ago, when he happened to come across the Major-
‘* General's work on * Dog-breaking.’ Since then he has
““ trained two entirely on the system laid down in the
" book. People say they have never Lefore seen dogs
** s0 well broken—certainly the owaler never has.

““ Always an ardent disciple of St. Hubert, Captain
. r is mow still more so from the increased grati-
** fication he derives from the performance of animals
" trained cntiredy by himself.”

Reader, why not give yourse!f o similar grati-
fication ?

W. N. H.

WELLESBOURNE, NEAR WesTwarDp Ho,
Midsummer, 1876,
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SUMMARY OF INSTRUCTIONS.

o The nunibers refer to the Scctions in the book.

8. The chief reawisites in a breaker
ure—firstly, command of temper, that
he may never be betrayed into giving
one unnecessary blow ; secondly, con-
sistency, that in the exhilaration of
his spirits, or in his eagerness wo secare
& bird, he may not permit a fault to
pass unreproved (I do oot =ay wua-
punished) which at a less exciting
moment he would have noticed —and
that, on the other hand, he may not
correct a dog the more harshly because
the shot bas been missed, or the game
lost ; and, lastly, the exercise of n little
reflection, to enable him to judge what
meaning an unreasoning animal is
likelye to atlach to every word and

ug;l-—lmjr, to every look.
« “If you wish birds to hear your

gun, do not let them hear your voice,”
Even a.loud whistle disturbs them,
Mr. 0——t, of C——e, says a gnme-
g motto ought to oe, * No
whistling —no whipping — no noise,
when master goes oat for sport.”

8. No dog can be considered per-
fectly broken that does not make his
point when first he feels assured of the
presence of game, and remain sta-
tionary nhere he makes i¢, until urged
on by you to dra pearer—that does
not, a8 & matter of course, lie down
withont any word of command the
moment you have fired, and after-
wards perseveringly seek for the dead
bird in the direction you may point
out,—and all this without your once
having occasion to speak, more thau
to gay in & low voice, ¥ Find," when
he gets near the dead bird, as will be
hereafter explained. Moreover, it
must be obvious that herisks leaving
game behind him if he does not hunt
every part of a field, and, on the other

hand, that he wastes your timne and
nis streogth if he travel twice over
the same ground, nay, overany ground
which his powers of sceut have already
reached. Of cour e I am now speak-
ing of a dog hunted without a com-
panion to share his labours,

13. De assured that by a consistenw
ndherence to the simple rules which I
will explain you can obtain the per-
fection I have described (8) with more
vase and exﬁeeditiﬂn than you probably
imagine to be practicable ; and, if you
will zealously follow my advice, I
promise that, instead of having to give
ap your shooting in September (for 1
am sapposing you to be in England),
while you break in your pup, you
shall then be able to take him into
the field, provided he is tolerably well
bred and well disposed, perfectly
obedient, ard, exvept that he will not
have a well-confirmed judicious range,
almost perfectly made ; at least so far
made that =2 will only commit sach
fanlts as naturally arise from want of
experience, -

6. As a general rule, let his educa-
tion begin when he is about six or
seven months old (although I allow
ihat some dogs are more precocions
than others, and bitches always mor
forward than dogs), but it ought to
be nearly completed before he isshown
a bird (132). A quarter of an hour's
daily indoor training—called by the
Germans * honse-breaking ""—gor three
or four weeks will effect more than &
month's constant hunting without
preliminary tuition,

16, Never take your young dog out
of acor for instruction uwntil he has
learned to know and obey the several
words of command which vou intead
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to give him in the fieul, and is well
mcquainted with all the signs which
ou will have o zasion to make to
im with your arme. These are what
may be called the initiatory les-
BOMS.

17, Think a moment, and you wsill
gee the importance of this preliminary
instruction, though rarely imparted.
Why should it be imagined that at the
precise moment when a young dog is
enraptured with the first sniff of game,
he is, by some mysterivus unaccount-
able instinct, to understand #ie mean-
ing of the word " Toho™ ! Why should
he not conceive it to be a word of
encoumgement tc rush in mpon the
game, as he psobably longs to do;
especially if it should be a partridge
Aoetering befor: Em, in the sagacious
endeavour to lure him from her brood,
or a hare enticingly eantering off
from under his nose! There are
breakers who would correct him for
not intuitively comprehending and
obeying the “Toho," roared out rith
stentorian lungs; though, it is obvious,
the youngster, from baving had no
ﬂeviuus instrunction, could have no

tter reason for understanding its
import than the watch-dog chained up
in yonder farm-yard. Again he hears
the word * Toho "'—pgzain followed by
another licking, accompawied perhaps
by the long lectwre, * "Ware gpringing
birds, will you?" The word Toho™
then begins to assume a most awful
character ; he naturally connects it
with the finding of gome, and not
understanding a syllable of the lecture,
lest be should a third time hear it, and
get a third drubbing, be judges it most
prudent (unless he is a dog of very
~igh conrage), when next aware of the
presence of birds, to come o to heel ;
and thus he commenees to be a Winker,
thankes to the sagacity and intelligence
of his tutor. I do not spenk of all

rofessi nal dog-breakers, far from it,

any are fully sensible that compre-
hension of orders mumt necesearily
precede all but accidental obedience.
1 am only thinking of some whom it
has been my misfortune to iee, and
who have many a time made my blood
hoil at their brutal nsage of a fine hieh.

SUMMARY OF INSTRU¢TIONS.

couraged young dog. Men who had
a strong arm and nard heart to punish,
—but no temper and no head to
instruct,

18. Tt is a fact, thougn you may
smile at the assertion, tnat all the
initiatory lessons can be, and can best
be, inculcated in your own breakfast
room. )

19, Let no one be present to distract
the dug's attention. Call him to you
by the whistle you propose alweys
using in the held. Tie a slight cord a
few yards long to his collar. Throw
him a small piece of toast or meat,
saying at the time, “ Dead, dead." Do
this several times, chucking it into
differen. parts of the room, and let
him eat what be finds. Then throw a
piece (always as you do so saying,
“Dead ™), and the moment he gets
close to it, check him by jerking the
cord, at the same time saying, * Toho,"”
and lifting up your right arm almost
ﬁendiculnr]]n By pressing on the

with your foot, you can restrain
him as long as you please. Do not let
him take what yoa have thrown until
you give him the encouraging' word,
“0n," accompanied by a forward move-
ment of the right arm and band,
snmewhat similar to the swing of an
under-hand bowler at cricket.

21. After a few trials with the
checkeorl, you will find yourself en-
abled, without touching it, and merely
by using the word * Toho," to prevent
hiz seizing the toast (or meat), until
vou say ‘é0n,"” or give him the forward
signal, When he pets yet more perfect
in his lesson, raising your right arm
only, without employing your voige,
will be sufficient, s2specially if you
have gradually accostomed him to
hear you speak less and less loudly.
If he draw towards the bread before
he has obtained leave, ietk the cord,
and drag him back to the spot from
which he stirred. He is not to quit it
umtil you order him, cecupy yourself
as you may, Move about, and occa-
sionally go from him, as far as you can,
before you give the command * On."

22. At odd times let him take the
bread the moment you throw it, that
his engervegs to rush forward to seise
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it may be continuced only to be in-
stantly restrained at your command.

238, Your ler? arm raized perpendien-
larly, in a similar manner, shotuid make
the younr Mog lie down. Call out
“ Drop,” when so holding up the left
hand, and press him down with the
other until he assumes a crouching
position. If you study beawy of
attitude, his fore-legs ought to be
extend 1, and his bend rest between
them. Make him lie well dewn, vcea-
sionally walking rowsd and round him,
gradually increasing the size of the
gircle—vour eves on his. Do not let
him raise himself to a sitting posture.
If you do, he will bave the greater
imelination hereafter to move abwut :
eapecially when you want to cateh him,
in order to chide or correct him, A
halt is all you require for the * Toho,"
and you would prefer his standing
to his point rather than his lving
down, as you then would run less
risk of losing sight of him in cover,
heather, or high turnips, ete, Sctters,
however, paturally crouch =0 much
more than Puinters, that vou will often
oot be able to prevent their * falling ™
when they are cluse to pame, Indeed,
[ have beard some sportsmen argue in
favour of a dog's dropping, * that it
rested him,"—an advantage, in my
opinion, in no way commensurate with
the inconvenience that often attends
the practice.

If you are satisfied with teaching
him in a slovenly manner, you can
employ your right arm botle for the
“Toho" and * Drop ;" buat that ia not
quite correct, for the former is a nataral
stop (being the pause to determine
exactly where the wame is lying, pre-
paratory to rushing in to eeize it),
which you EE’I"“E by art,* whilst the
Jther iz =iolly opposed to nature,
The one affords him great delight,
sspecially when, from experience, he
has well earned its object : the latter
is always irksome. Nevertbeless, st

I kmow of & young man s reading the first
sdition of this book, and tak it into Lije
bead to teach his Terrier to poigt avcording to
the method just recornmended, He snceeeded
perfectly, me Terrlers lLave besp made
very useful for cover shooting

xvii
wust be firmly established, IL is the
trimph of your art. It ensures

futvre obedience. Bat it cnunuot be
#ffectually taught withont creating
more or less awe, gnd it should create
awe, It is obvious, therefore, that
it gust be mlvaniageous to make a
di=tinetion between the two signals,
—ecspecially with a timid dng,—for he
will not then be so likely to blink on
geeing you raise your right hand, when
be is drawing wpon game, Never-
theless, there are breakers go unrenson-
aule ns mot only to make that one
sirnal, but the one word * Drop" (or
rather * Down ") answer both for the
order to point awld the onder to caouch|
How ean such tuitionserve to enlarge
a deyr's fdens !

25. To perfect hine in the * Dowm"
that ditticult part of his edueation,—
ditticult, beemuse it is unnntural.—
practise it in vour walks. At very
unocertain, uncxpected times catch his
cye (having previously stealthily taken
hold of the checkcord—a long, light
one), or whistle to cull his nitention,
and then hold u}.} your left arm, If he
dues not instantly drop, jerk the cheek-
cord violently, and, ag Lefore, drag him
back to the exact spot where he shoulil
have crouched down.,  Admit of no
compromise,  You must have implicit,
vrhesitating instant obedience. When
you quit him, he must, not be allowed
to crawl an inch after you, If k=
attempt it, irive a spike into the
ground, and attach the end "of the
checkeord to it, allowing the ling to
be slack ; then leave him quickly, and
on his rmoning after you he will
be brought up with a sudden jerk.
88 moch the betier: it will slightly
alarm him, As before, take him back
to the vrecise place be quitted,—do
this invariably, thourh he may bave
scarcely moved There make him aga¥fn
“ Drop "—always observing to jerk the
cord at the moment you give e com-
mand. After a few trials of this
tethering (sayless than & doxen), he
will be certain to lie down steadily,
until you give the proper order or a
signal (33), let you run away, or do
what you may to excite him to move
Une great sdvantage of frequently
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repeating this lesson, and thus teachin
it thoroughly, is, that your dog wil
hereafter always feel, more or less,
in subjection, whenever the cord m
fastened to his collar., He must be
brought to instantly obey the signal,
even at the extreme limit of his beat.
26. most probably he will not at
first rise when he is desired. There is
no harm in that—a doe sense of the
inutility of non-compliance with the
order te “Drop,” and a wholesome
dread of the attendant penalty, will be
advantageous. Go up to diim — pat
him—and lead him for some paces,
“ making much of him,” as they say in
the oavalry Dazs which are over-
headstrong and resolute can only be
brought under satisfactory command
b& this lessrn heing inddibly im-
lanted, and I think a master before
e allows the keeper w0 take a pup
into the field to show him pgame
should insist upon having ocular de-
monstration that he is perfect 1n the
# Drop.™
27. When he is well confirmed in
this all-important lesson, obeying im-
plicitly, yet cheerfully. you may, whilst
he is lying down (in crder to tench him
the “down charge ™), go throngh the
motions of loading, on no account per-
mitting him to stir until you give him
the forward signal, ersay “On." After
a few times yow may fire off a copper
eap, and then a little powdel, but be
very careful not to alarn him, Until
your dog is quite reconciled to the
regort of a gun, never take him up to
any one who may be firing. I have,
however, known of ouppies being
familiarized to the sound by being at
first kept at a considerable distamee
from the party firing, and then gradu-
ally, and by slow degrees, brought
nearer., This can easily be managed
a1 o rifle or pigeon mateh, and the
companionship of a made-dog would
;mu;% ni!:pedite matters. Whenever,
in the lessons, your voung dog b
behaved mt.uzﬂ.-.au:.’nilyrjr aud?'n?etf giveg lliﬁ
a reward. Do not throw.it to him ;
1“'.: him take it from your hands. It
will agsist in making him tender
mouthed, and in attaching him to
you.

INSTRRCTIONS.

28, In some cavalry regiments in
India the feeding-time is denoted by
the firing off of a pistol. This soon
changef a young horsg's first dread

of the report into e ., joyous ex-
pectation. You might, if you did not
dislike the trouble, in a similar manner,

soon make your pup regard the report
of a gun as the gratifying summons to
his dinner, but coupled with the under-
stapfing that, as a preliminagy Sstep,
he is tf erouch the Ifx!nsta.nt he Mzars
the sound. Aftema little perseverance
you would so well succeed that you
would not be obliged even to raise
your hand, If habituated to wail
patiently at the *“drop,” however
hungry he may be, before he ia per-
mitted to taste his food, 1t is reasonable
to think he will remain at the “ down.
charge,” yet more patiently before he
is allowed to * seek dead.”

29, 1f your pupil be unusually timid,
and you cannot banish his alarm on
hearing the gun, couple him to another
dog which has no such foolish fears
and will steadily * down-charge,” The
confidence of the one will impart con-
fidence to the other.

30, A keeper who had several doge
to brenk would find the advantage of
having his principal indoor drill at
feeding-time, and by enforcing, but in
minuter delails, that kennel disei-
pline which has brought many a pack
of hounds to marvellous obedience.
He should place the food in different
parts of the yard. He should have 8
short chackeord on all his pupils ; and,
after going slowly throngh the motions
of loading (the dogs having regularly
“ down-charged ™ on the report of the
Eun], he ghould oxll each separately

y name, and by signals of the hand
send them snccessively to different,
but designated feeding-troughs. He
mizht then call & dog to him which
had commenced eating, a&nd, after a
short abstinence, make him go fo
amother trough. He might bring two
to his hecls and make them change
troughs, and so vary the lesson that,
in a short time, with the aid of the
checkeords, ne would have them under
sach complete command, that they
would afterwards give him compara-
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E:ely bat little trouble in the field,
they became mor® and more sub-
missive, he would ually retire
further and_further, so as, at length,
to have his s¥ders obeyed when at a
considerablesdistance his pupils.
The small portion of time these I%ssnns
wounld occupy, compared with their
valuable resalts, should warn him most
forcibly not togneglect them.

34, en your young dog is teler-
ablyg well advanced in the lessons
which you have beer, advised to prae-
tise, hide a piece Bf bread or biscuit.
Ea.'f “ Dead, dead.” Call him to you
(44), Let him remain by you for
ne.uﬂg a8 minute or two. Then say
“Find," or “Seek." Accompamy him
in his search. By your actions and
gestures make him fancy you are your-
self looking about for something, for
dogs are observing, one might say,
imitative, creatures, Btoop and move
your right hand to and fro near the
ground. Contrive that he shall come
upon the bread, and reward him by
permitting him to eat it.

356, After a little time (a few days
I meany, he will show the greatest
eagerness off your saying, at eny un-
expected moment, * Dead." Me will
connect the word with the idea”that
there is something very desirable con-
cealed near him, and he will be all
impatience to be off and find 4t ; but
make kim first come to you (for reason,
see 269)., Keep him balf a minute.
Then say “ Find," and, without your
accompanying him, he will segreh for
what yon have ];rerinuslj idden.
Always let him be encouraged to
perseverance by discovering something
acceptable.

36. Unseen by him, place the re
wards (ome at a time) in different
parts of the room, un the rug or
carpet, and more frequently on a
chair, a taMe, or a low shelf. He
will be at a loss in what part of the
room to search. Assist him by a
motion of your arm and hand., A
wave of the right arm and hand to
the right will soon show hign that he
is to hunt to the right, as &e will find
there, The corresponding wave of the
left hand and arm to the left will
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explain to him™that he is to make a
cast to the left. The under-hand
bowler's swing of tlg right hand and
mrm will show that he is to hunt in a
forward direction.®* Youroccasionally
throwing the delicacy (in the diree-
tion you wish him to take), whilst
waflng your hand, will aid in®naking
him comprehend the sigmal. Yon
may have noticed how well, by watch-

ing the action of a boy's arm, his

little eur judges towards whet point
to run for the expected stone,

#37. Whepn the hidden object is near
you, but between you and the dog,
make him come towards you to seek
for it, beckoning hirg with yourgight
hand.

38. After a little time he will re-
gularly lgok to yoy for directiong
Encourage him to do so ; it will make
him hereafter,gvhen he is in the field,
desirons of hunting under your eye,
and induce him to look to you, in a
similaf manner, for instructions in
what direction he is to search for
game. Observe how a child watches
its mother's eye ; so will a dog watch
yours, when he becomes interested in
vour movements, and finds that you
frequently notice him,

39. Occasionally, when he ngprum:hu
any of the spots where the bread lies
hidden, say * Caref' and slightly raise
your right Hind. He, will quickly
considergthis word, or signal, as an
intimation theg be is near the object
of his search.

40, Never deceive him in any of
these words and signs, and never dis-
appoint him of the expected reward.
Praise and caftss him for good con-
dut : rate him for bad. Make it a
rule thronghout the whole course of

Obedifnes to all such signals will here-
after ba taught out of doors at gradually i
ereased distances : gnd 1o confirm him in ths
Labit' of sniffing high in the air (41) for what-
eVer you may hide, Eut. the Yread or
meat on astick owbush, but never in o hedge
m’a}. With thegview to his some day re-

eving, a8 instanékd In 277, it will be your
aim to get him not 1o seek immediately, but
to wateh your signals, until by obeying them
you wik haye placeds him elose to where the
olgect lies, it which preciss moment you will
BAY BDE ically, * Find,"” and ceass making

any © Bigua,



his education, out of doors as fully as
within, to act upon this system. You
will find that cawgsses and substantial
rewards are far greater inceutives %
exertion than any fears of punish-
me 1,

41, Your pup having becumg a
tolerabfe proficient in these lessuns,
you may Benefivially extend them by
employing the word “ Up," as a com-
mand that he is to sniff high in the
air to fihd the hidden bread or meat,
lying, say on a shelf, or onthe back
of a sofa. He will, comparativd®y
speaking, be some time in acquiring
a knowledge of the meaning of the
wordg and probalgy term it an over-re.
fincment in cemine education ; but I
must own I think you will act judi-
wmiously if you teech it perfeMly in the
initiatory lessons ; for the word “ Up,"
if well understood, il frequently
save your putting onm the puzzle-
Peg.

42, Whenever birds can be sought
for in the wind, the dog should thus
hunt the field (and the higher he
carries his nose the better).

43, Fetters and Pointers naturally
hunt with their noses sufficiently close
to the ground—they want elevating
rather 5““1 depressing.  Nolwith-
standing, you will do well to show
your pupil a few timeg out of doors
how to work ogt a scent, by dragging
a piete nf bread unperceived h}ﬁlim
down wind through gmss, and then
letting him *foot ™ it out. Try bLim
fos a few vards at first; you can
gradually increase the length of the
drag. You must not, however, prac-
tige this initiatory [essom too fre-
quently, lest you give him the wretcMed
custom of pottering.

44, The word * Heel,” and a back-
ward low wave of the right Fand and
arm to the rear (the reverse of the
under-hand cricket-bowler's swing),
will, sfter a few timeg bring the dog
elote behind you. h%ep him there
a while and pat , but do not
otherwize reward him, The object of
the order was to make him instantly
give up hunting, sl come & your
heels. This signal cannot Lpg subsH-
tuted fur the “ beckon.” The one is
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an order always obeyed with reluct
ance (being a dbmmand to leave of
hunting), whereas the * beckon™ is
merely *an instruction ip what direc-
tion 3; beat, and will attended to
with delight.

45 To teach him to attach a mean-
ing to the word “ Gone,” or * Away,
or *Flown," (select which you will,
but do not ring the chamges,) you may
now®*rub a pivce of meat in sogge place
where tle dog is nccustomed efre-
quently to Md, apd when he is sniff-
ing at the place say “Gone,” or
“ Away." This he will, nfter some
trials, perceive ‘o be an intimation
that it ie of nouse to continue hunting
for it,

46. You will greatly facilitate his
acquiring the meaning of the com-
mund * Fence,” or “* Ware fence,” if,
from time to time, as heis cg‘uitting
the room through the open deor or
rarden window, you restrain him by
calling out that word.

47 Whenever, indeed, you wish him
to desist from doing anything, call out
“Ware" (pronounced * War™), as it
willexpediie his hereafter understand-
ing the terms,” Ware sheep,” " Waur.
chase, and * Ware lark.," The la«L
expression to be used when he is wast-
ing his {ime upon the scent of any-
thing but game—a fault best cured
by plefity of birds being killed te
him. However, the simple word * No,""
omitting * Chase,” or * Fence,” might
be substituled advantageously for
“Ware " All yvou want him to do is
to desist from a wrong action. That

“tharp sound—and when necessary it

can he clearly thundered out—cannot
be misunderstood

48. That your young dog may not
hercaiter resist the couples, yoke him
occasionally to a stronger dog, awd
let it be to the one of the other
sex who appears to be the greatest
favourite.

49, When he is thus far advanced
in his education, and tolerably obe-
dient, which he will soon become if
you are censistent, and patienf, yet
strict, you can nssociate him in his
lessons with a companion. Should
you be breaking in another youngster
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though one of & time von will poo-

Lly fined equite: enodiel, ca[ﬂminl;y if
it e your luwdable wish o give him
hereafter a well-confismted seentifie
range), they o now be bronehit toge-
ther for instmetion,  You must dxpeet
to witness the same jealousy which
they wonld exhibit on the stublle,
Hoth will be anxious to hunt for the
biread, and in gestraining them aller-
natel wm so tloing, you exactethe
ohedience which yon will rergrire here-
afterin the ficld, whep in ®icir natural
eagerness they wifl ensdeavonr, unless
you properly control them, to take
the point of birds from one another ;
ofy in their vivalry, run over the taint
of o wounded bLind, instead o eol-
lectedly and perseveringly working
vut the =cent. You ean throw a hit
of tonst amed make them * Toho" it,
and then let the dog you nmne tuke
it. 1o the e way yon enn let cach
alternately geareh for o hitden pivee,
after both have eome up 1o you, on
your saying * Dewd.” T woalbl also
advise you 1o accustom cach dog to
“drop,” without any commaml from

on, thegimoinent he seesthat the other
i{n town,

60. Those lessons will almost fgisure
their herenfier instantly obeving, amd
nearly instantly comprebending  the
object of the signal to * back ™ uny
dog which may be pointing game.

61. When you take onl two young-
Bl Tor  oxercise, while they are
rumping nbout, smbdenly eall one into
“heel”  After o time ngeain sgind him
ofl on hie pumbols,  Whistle to eatel
the cye of the othier, nwd signad to hin
le join you, By working them thus
alternately, while ey are fresh and
full of spivits, you will habituate them
to implicit obedicoce, When the birds
are wilid, nnd you ave anxious Lo et o
Laghet of game, it is very satisfactory
to be able #erely by o sion, without
uttering n word, o bring the other
doge into “heel,” leaving the gronng
to the enreful fovourite, Teach the
prosent lesson well, amd vou oo lar
towards attaining the desirgd result,

B8 1 trust you will not w@sjeet o the
minutim of these initintory lessons, il
faney you have not tine to attend to

xx1

thew, By teaPhing them well, von
will gain time- much time—and the
time that is of most galue to you as a
=piort=tan ; for when vour doy is e o
larly hunting to vour gun, his every
Faeulty onght to he solely devoted to
limdiner birds, and hiz  andisturbed
inteMeets exelusively given to ®id you
in bozcing them, insteadgofl being
bewildered by an endeavour to com-
prehiend povel sigpals for words of
command, T put it to vou as sesport =-
wan, whether he will not have the
nare deligdit and ardour in hunting,
the more he Feels that he understands
vour instructions ! and, further, [ ask
vou, whether he wilgnot be the gnse
sensitively alive tothe gintest inediea-
tion of a hount, and more rewdily
follow itanp tooa syge find, if he hg
uncmbarrissed by any anxictv o make
ol what you meean, and be in o oway
alarmed ot the conscipuenees of not
almost instinctively  wnderstanding
vour wWhshes,

ﬁﬂldﬂ all these lessons, aiml those
which follow in the Geld, the cliek-
cord  will  woenderfully  ass<ist you,
Indeed, it may be regardel as the
instructor's richt hamd, It ean be
viploverl <o nuldly wg not to intimi-
e the st gontle, and it can, with-
ot the aid of wey whip, be used with
sieh severity, or, Bshoulil ruther say,
[wm:'l.'nrmu'c',t'hﬁ to copppuer the fuest
wilil ung headstrong, aml thes are
sureg to be dogs of the greatest truvel
nrel e luranee, The cond may be from
ten e twenty-tive ® yvands e, acconl.
it to the animed’s disposition, aned
may be gradually shortened as he pets
mere el more™ueler eompinel, Even
whkEn it i fiest cmploved you can put
v n Shorter cond, 1f you pereeive
that he is becvming tired,  lo thaek
stialddle Bapecially if cut with a swekle,
the ddaoge will be preancr, far greates
than whoen the Tond ghioes cver leis
ther, Tlunted with such -'--;:-L the
most indomitatde doz, wlhon hees pers

_.ﬁ 1'.f|'3,.l iferad dv -t the = Hr-l':"fl. i~ !u—;url_'l

Wath & aerelite, fockleass, dashiing g
yuoll BLE  dedvalilege ie Voo mpley A Tl e
el el aliEalde il Gengil, wheigas, 1=
sl 1 u-: wiih seticinines prevent o Fhingd
FRTTLLILIR Lt e (P T P EER 7
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as amenable to comfaand naa if the
el of the line were in the breakers
hanl.

96. Though you may not wish yoer
young P'vinter (or Setier) to perform
the duties of n regular retricver (G ),
glill you would do well to teach him,
whilstehe is a puppy. to fetch and
deliver ingo your hand anything sofl
you may occasionally throw for him,
or leave behind you in some place
where ke will bave ob=erved you de-
posit it, while he is following nt your
heele.  In o little time yop can drep
something without letting him see yon,
anel afterwards gend him back for it
Aslrvr thus made, who is your intimate
companion, bgcdmes s conversant
with every article of your apparel,
.1;: with whnleilar you usgally carry
about you, that, ehould you necidentally
drop anything, the obgervant animul
will be nlmuost eertnin to recover o,
On receiving your onler to be ol and
find "' he will acenrately retma®e your
footsteps for miles and miles, dilgeently
hunting every yard of the groumdl. OF
course, the distances to which you at
first semid your dog will be inconsuler-
able, uml you shoubl earclully wveid
persevering too long at a time, lest he
pet sick of the lesson,  Tmlewid, in all
his lessons,—as well indoors ng ont,—
but particularly i this, let i be your
aim to leave ulp' at u mAacnt when lie
has performed” entively w yygir satis-
fuction ; that you may gart the best of
fricinds, and that the last impression
made by the lesson may be pleasing as
well us correct, from u wrutelnl recol-
leetion of the earcess which he has
received,  In wilil-dud® shooting you
may be in situations where yon woglid
be very wlad if the dor would biring
your bird 3 nnd when it is an nelive
runner in cover, [ fear yoww will be
faore nnxious han [ eould wish (122
that the dog should % fetel,” It i«
robable that he will thus ussist yow if

& be Practised os [ hat: just mdvised ;
and such instruction 1‘.1;_-; lead, yenrs
.'llﬂtltl.!, ito his cceasionn l_'ﬁ' ilj-rir”_ll'iug ¥l
Bome dead bird which he Iy conne
across, and which yow otheryisesnight
have imagined you hid missed, for
Boenl “Hi:__flﬂ- b Loo L'.'l_l'll_l. 1L 4 COHELE.
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quently ton changed, for the dog to
have thought f regularly pointind
it,

88. Kark "my having =aud, * deliver
into your hawl.” that weur young dog
may hiot be satisfied wivh only drop-
ping, within your sizht, any bird he
may lift, anl g0, perhaps, leave it on
the other sidle of a trout stream, as [
have geen dogs do moge than once, in
apitg of every persuasion and gntreaty,
Witha Fguns oz, who retneves, gever
pick up a lerd yyurself, however close
it may fall to you® lovariably make
him either deliver it into your hand or
lay it at your feet, The furmer is by
far the letter plan.

1124 This drill should be further
extended if a

REGULAR LAND RETRIEVER

be your pupil.  Throw dewd birds of
any kind for him to bring (of course
one at o time), being on the alert to
check him whenever he grips them too
severely, 1 he persists in disfiquring
them, pass a few blunted knitting
pee les throngh them at rght angles
to one another, When h#® fetehies with
o teigder neeuth, vou will be able to
Eulluw up this weihiod of trnining still
further by letting him “road © (or

Lot na it 18 often termed) a rabbit
in hirk stubble, one Sur Loth, if &
gtrong buck) of whese hind legs yoa
will have previvusly bandaged in the
manter deseriled o 6, Be careful
nuot to let hig see you tarn it oat, lest
he watch your prececdings and en-
deavour Lo * hunt by eyve.”  Indeed, it
might be better to employ another
person to turn it gut.  heep clear of
wouls for some time—the cross scents
would puzgle him.  1f by any chance
you have a winged pheasant or pars
tridge, let him retrieve it. You will
nol, I presume, ot the commencement
gelect o morning when there is o dry
g'ld wind from the vorth-east, but
probably you will wish to conclude his
initintory lessons on duys which you
;u-.l-;u tu pyssess least seend.  The more
e his been practized as deseribed in
43, the better will he work ; for he
vinnot keep lis nose oo perseveringly
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close to the ground. With reference
%o the instructions in that parngraph,
[ will here remark that, before you let
the dog stoop to hunt, yoft showld have
placed him bw signal (35) near the
gpot from whjch you had begunsdrag-
ging the bread. In paragraph 277 an
instance is given of the manner in
which a dog who retrieves should be

ut upon a scent ; and why that mode
18 adopted is edplained in 271,

114, ®s an initiatory lesson in
makthg him observant &f the flight
and fall of birds, pldte a few pireons
(or other birds) during his absence,
each in a hole covered with a tile.
Afterwards come upon these spots ap-
]:n.n.rem‘.l{II unexpectedly, and, kjcking
away the tiles (or, what is better,
dragging them off by a previously ad-
justed string), shoot the birds for him
to bring ; it being clearly understood
that he has been previously tutored
into having no dread of the gun. As
he will have been taught to search
where bidden (Iv. to v, of 141),
nothing now remains but to toke him
out o a regular campaign, when the
fascinating scent of game will infal-
libly make Wim search (I do not say
deliver) with great eagerness. When
once he then touches upon a scent,
leave him entirely to himself, —mnot a
word, not & sign. Possibly his nose
may not be able to follow the bird,
bat it is certain that yours cannot.
Oceasionally you may be able to help
an old Tetriever (544), but rarely, if
ever, a young one. Your interference,
nay, bably vour mere presence,
would g0 excite him as to make him
overrun the scent. Remain, therefore,
quietly where you are, until he rejoins

.
115, When we see a winged pheasnnt
racing oif, most of us are too apt to
asgist a young dog, forgetting that we
thereby teach him, instead of devoting
his whole attention to work out the
scent, to turn to us for aid on occasions
when it may be impossible to give i)
When a dog is hunting for birds, he
should frequently lock to the gun for
signals, hnt when he is ez them, he
should trust to nothing but his own
scenting faculties,
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116, If, from™a judicious education,
a retriever pup has had a delight in
“fetching " rapidly, it is not likely he
will loiter on the way to mouth his
birds; but the futigune of carrying a
hare a considerable distance may, per-
haps, induce a young dog to drop it in
order to take a moment's rest. There
i3 a risk that when doing &0 he may be
tempted to lick the blood, and, finding
it palatable, be led to maul the car-
case, You see, therefore, the jydicious-
ness of employing every means in your
pgver to epsure his feeling anxious to
deliver guwickly, and I know not what
plan will answer better,—though it
sounds sadly unsentimental,—than to
have some pieces of oard boiled liver
at hand to bestow upon him the mo-
ment he syrrenders his game, antil he
is t.hnmtfélhly confirmed in an expe-
ditions delivery, Never give him a
piece, however diligently he may have
searched, unless he sueceel in bring
ing. Véhen you leave off these reward
do so gradually. The invariable be
stowal of such dainties during, a.
least, the retriever’s first season, will
prevent his ever dropping a bird on
bearing the report of a gun (as many
do), in order to search for the later
killed game.

119, Retrievers are generally taught
to rush in the ingtant a bird falls,
This plan, 1il® most other things, has
ite advqgntes and its opponenfs, I
confess to being one of the latter, for
1 cannot believe that in the long run
it is the best way to fill the bag. 1
think it certain thut more game is lost
by birds being flushed while the guus
are unloaded #an could be lost from
th escent cooling during the short
period the dog remains at the * down-
charge.” Of course a trainer's trouble
is decre sed by not breaking to the
‘down-charge,"” which may induct
some to recomumtrnd the plan ; though
it is to be observed that this class of
dogs is more gasily than any other

This reasoning obviously does not apply
to the retricvera employed in thosa battues
where gapid :.la.nghlg.r iz *the order of the
:?v,"-mwlm:u the sportsmen do not conds-

vnd to charge their own gung, but are cons
stantly ssfiplied with relays of loaded arms,
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perfected in it, Lecakse the breaker
nearly alwaye possesses the power of
treading upen otreizing the ehieckeord
the instant a hird is sprung. )

128. Makinge o first-rate refricver 1s
a work of time, bt hiz leing the-
rowghly  grounded in the  required
initintary  lessons facilitates naters
eurpri-ingy.  Indecd after having been
tanehit the “drop™ (23, 25, 26)—lu
“feteh " (107 to 1O)—md  * seck
dead " jn the precise dircetion he is
onlered (X1, of 1413, almost any Kind
of dog ean be maule to retricve, The
better his nose is, the better of conrse
he will retrieve,

129, Avail vourself of the first op-
portanity o guke n young retriever
lift a woodeock, lest in after-life, Trom
its novel seent, he decline tanching it,
as many dogza have done, 1o the great
annoyanee of their wasters,  Ditto,
with the delieate landil,

131, As | before observed, you can
practise most of the initintoryMessons
in your country wnlks. Mwnj:f put
gomething alluring in your pncket to
rewand your pupil for prompt obe-
dicnee, Do not take him out unoeces-
garily in bewl weather. Un no account
let him amuse himself by scraping ae-
gquaintance with every idle car he
meels on the way 3 nor permit him to
gambol about the bines.  Let him un-
derstand by gour munmer that there
i8 business in launl, Never let him
enter a ficld before you,  Always keep
him at yowe heels, wntil you qire iim
the order to be off.  You will tind him
dizpused  to presume and encroach,
Avvording 1o the old adage, “* Give
b nm inch, nnd he will take an ellL"
He will be endeavouring (o leasd rgher
thun to follow, sund, shonkd he fancy
himaelf anobserved, e will most pur-
severingly slenl inel upon imeh in nd-
Yance.  Be ever on the wateh, rendy
e check the beginni®y of every act of
disobedience,  Tplicit obedience in
tritles will ensure it ilkthings of more
importance—but sce vlr, 3405,

182 For eome time, but the period
i uncertain,—say from his being cight
munths old until dowble thyt age,—Le
will merely gallop and frisk abowt,
winl probably will take dilifently to
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persecuting butterflies, Let him choose
what he likes. Don't think that 1%
will prize small beer when he cu: ger
champgone.® He will leave off noticing
inf-ror articles as he becomes conver
sunt with the taste of gague, It is now
your main objegt to get him to bont
no matter what, so that he is not per
petualiy ranning to * heel.” And the
miore timid he is, the more you must
ot him chase, and adluse himself as
hia faney dictates. When yowrsce that
he is really occupving himself with
more =¢rious hohtng, eagerly search
ing fur small binds, especially larks.
you must berin instrocting him how
1o qnarter his ground to the grestes
alvantaoe, under your conatant direo
fivn, Should any one juin you, o
anvthing occur likely to prevent vom
giving him your strictest attention, on
no account permit him to range ; keep
him to*heel™ until you are quite pre-
pared to watch and control all his
movements, Huant him where he is
least likely to find game, for he will
take to quartering his groand far more
regularly, under your guidance, where
his atteution is least distracted by any
gcent.  The taint of partridge would
be almost sure to mnke him deviate
from the true line on which you are
anxious he should work. Labour nuw
diligently, if possible daily, though
not fog many bours a day ; for be as.
sured a good metbod of muging ean
only be implanted when he is young ;
but be discreet,—if he bLe naturally
tiwid, vou may make him afraid 1o
leave yBur heel—the worst of faults,
134. Common scnse shows that you
ourht oot to correct your dog for dis-
obedienee, unless you wre certain that
he konows his fan Now you will see
that the initintory lessons [ recow-
woeml must give him that knowledge,
for they explnin to him the mesning
of almost all the signs and wonis of
commamnd you will have to ewmploy
when shoouing. That knowledge, too,
18 imparted by o system of rewards,
nut punishwents,  Your object is not
tu break his spirit, but his self-will,
With his nbwdience you gnin his affec
tivn. The greatest havdship admis-
sible, in this carly stage of Lz atava
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tion, 18 & strong jerk of the checkeord,
a sound rating, gWwen, when neces-
gary, in the loudest tone and sternest
manner ; and it is singular haw soon
he will discriminate between the re-
proving term * bad " (to which he will
sensitively attach a feeling of shame),
and the encouraging ward * good,”
expressions that will hereafter have a
powerful influence over him, especially
if he be of a gentle, timid disposikon.
siler how much you will have

C
hué?thil:il. !
141, He will knfw—

I. That he is to pay attention to his
whistle—the whistle that you
design always to use to hivm. |
mean that when he hears one
low blast on his whistle he is to
look to you for orders, but not
necessarily run towards you,
unless he is ont of sight, or you
continue whistling (19).

11. That “ Toho,” or the right arm

raiced nearly perpendicularly,
means that he is to stand
(19 to 22).

imr. T “Drop,” or the left arm

raised nearly perpendisularly,
or the report of a gun, fgeans
that he is to crouch down with
his head close to the ground,
between his feet, however far
off he may be ranging. @reater
relaxation in the positicn may
be permitted after he has been
a little time shot over (23 to
27).

v, ThaJI; “On" (the short word for
“ hie-on "), or the forward un-
der-band swing of the right
hand, signifies that he is to ad-
vance in & forward direction
(the direction in which you are
waving). This signal is very
meeful, It implies that you
want Whe dog to hunt ahead of
you. You employ it also when
you are alongside of him at his
point, and are desirous of
urging him to follow up the
running bird or birds, and
press to & rise. If hg push on
too eagerly, you restrain him
by slightly raising the right

ILy

hand— x11, of this parapraph
(19 to 22). i i

v. That a wave & the richt arm
and hand (the arm being fully
extended and well to the right)
from left to right, means that
he is to hunt to the right.
Some men wave the lelt hand
across the body from left to
right, as a direction to the dog
to hunt to the richt; but that
signal is pot so appar®nt at a
distance as the one I bave de-
serihed (36),

vi. That a wave of the left arm
from right to left (the arm
being fully emstended and weu
to the left), meams that he is to
hunt to the left (36).

viL. Thai the * Becken,” the wave od
the right hand towards you,
indicate that he is to hunt
towards you (37). Seealso 71,

vill. That the word ** Heel,” or & wave
of the right hand to the rear
{the reverse of the under-hand
cricket-bowler's ewing), implies
that he is to give up hunting,
and go directly close to your
heels (44).

IX. That “ Fence " means that he is
not to leave the place where
youare, After being sochecked
a few times when he ias endea-
vouring to quit the field, he will
unslerstand the word to % an
order noa to “ break fence™ (46,
47).

X. 'L'I.m::: “Fipd,'" or * Seek,"” means
that he is to search for some-
thing which he will have great
gratification in discovering.
When he is in the field he will
quickly understand this to be
game (34, 35).

x1, That * Dead " (which it wonld
be well to accompany with the
pigmal to Heel") means that
there is something not faa off,
which I® would bave great
satisfactom in finding. On
hearing it, he will come to you,
and await your sigoals instruct-
Pog him in What direction he is
to hunt for it. When, by sig

nals, you have put hjm as near
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A% FOU CAN Upon fe spot where
you think the bird has fallen,
you will spy, " Find;" for,
until you say that word, be
ought to be more occupied in
attending to your signals than
in searching fcr the bird.
Weien you have shot a gomd
many birds to him, if he is
within sight, in order to work
more silently, omit saying
“ Qead,” :'ml;.'ar gignal to him to
go to * Heel ™ (19, 34, 36 44).
xi1. That **Care" means that he is
near to that for which be is
hunting. This word, used with
he right hand slightly raised
{the signal for the * Toho,"
only oot exhibited nearly so
energetieally), will soan make
him comprehend that game is
near him, and that he is there-
fore to huont cautiously. You
will use it when your young
dog is racing too fast @mmong
turnips or potatoes (39).

xi11. That * Up ™ means that be 13 to
sniff with his nose high in the
air for that of which he isin
search (41).

xiv. That “Away " (or “ Gone,” or
“Flown™) is an indieation
that the thing for which he was
hunting, namel of which he
smells the laint, %3 no longer
there. This word is nq_i_:i to be
used in the field wuntil your

young dog bhas ined some
experience (46).
xv That *“ Ware" (prooopnced

“War") is a general order to
desist from whMtever he may
be doing. “No" is perbapma
better word: it can be pro-
nonnced more distinetly and
energetically. 1f the cemmand
8 occnsionally  accompanied
with the crackimg of your whip,
its meaning will soon be under-
stood (47).

EvI. He will also kno the distine-
fivn betwecn the chiding term
“Bad" and the encournging
word * Good ;" and, momeove:
be sensible, from your look ~md
manner, whether ywu are
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leased or angry with him
Eagm like children, are physing
nomists (40, end of 134).

142. You will perceivedhat you are
advisedsto use the right hand more
than the left. This is only because
the left hand is so generally employed
in carrying the gon,

144. You will also observe that
whenthe voice is employed (and this
should be done omly when tke dog
will not obey your signals), T have%te-
commended you to make use of but
one word, Why should y m sajy,
“ Come to heel,” “ Ware breaking
fence,” * Have n care ™1

170. A REEPER nearly always breaks
in his young dogs to point (or * set,”
as some term it), if their ages permit
it, on favourable days in Spring, when
the partridges hnve pnired. He gets
plenty of points, and the birds lie
well. But I cannot believe it is the
best way to attain great excellence,
though the plan has many followers :
it does mot cultivrate the intelligence
of his pupils, nor enlarge their ideas
by making them sensible of the object
for whigh such pwins arr taken in
hunting them, Moreover, their natural
ardour (a feeling that it should be his
aim rather to increase than weaken)
is more or less damped by having
often tostand at game before they can
be rewarded for their exertion: by
having it killed to them ; it prevenis,
rather than imparts, the zeal and per-
severance for which Irish dogs are so
remarkaole (565),

172. I may as well caution you
against adopling the foolish practice
of attempting to chear on your dog
with a constant low whistle, under
the mistaken idea that it will animate
him to ingreased zeal in hunting
From perpetually hearing the mono-
tonous sound, it would prave as little
of an incentive to exertion as a con-
tinued chirrup to a horse; and yet
if habituated to it, your dog,wounld
greatly miss it whenever hunted by a
stranger. Not unregarded, however,
would it be by the birds, to whom on
& calm day it would act as a vary
salutary warning.
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174. B carcfulo enter ecery field
at the leeward side (gbout the middle),
that he may have the wind to work
against. Choose a day wher there is
a brceze, bmt not a boisterous one.
In a calm the scent is statonary,
and can hardly be found unless acci-
dentally. In a gale it is scattered to
the four quarters. You want not an
undirected ramble, bot a judicious
traversing hedt under your own guid-
nnce, which shall leave no ground
un&xplored, and yet hawe none twice
explored.

175. Suppose the form of the ficl.,
as is usually the case, to approach a
parallelogram or square, and that the
wind blows in any direction hut dia-
gonally across it. On enfering at the
leeward side send the dog from you
by a wave of your hand or the word
“On." Yon wish bim, while you are
advancing up the middle of it. to cross
you at right angles, say from right to
left. then to run up-wind for a little,
parallsl to your own direction, and
afterwards to recross in front of you
from left to right. and so on until the
whole field is regularly hunted. To
effect this. notwi‘hstanding gour pre-
vious preparatory lessons, yeu will
have to show Lim the war, as it were
(zetting him an exaaple in your own
person), by running a few steps in
the direction you wish hira to go
(say to the right]. cheering him on to
take the lead. As he gets near the
extremity of his beat, when he does
not observe you, you can steala small
advance in the true direction of your
own beat, which is directly up the
middle of the field, meeting the wind.
If, perceiving youwr advance, he turns
towards you, face him, wave your
right hand to him, and while he sees
you, run on a few paces in his diree-
tion (that is, parellcd!l to his troe
direction). As he approaches the
he lge (the one on your right hand,
but be carcful that he does not get
close to it, lest, from often finding
game there, he ultimately become a
potterer and regular hedge-hunter)
face towards him, and on catching his
eye wave your left arm. If you can-
not succeed in catching his eye, you

xxvii

must give ong low whistle—the less
you habitnate yourself to use the
whistle, the less yan will alarm the
birds—study to do all, as far as is
practicable, by signals. You wish yom
wave of the lefl arm to make the dog
tarn to the left (his head to the wind)
and that he should run paraliel to th-
gide of the hedge for soma yards (say
from thirty to forty) before he makes
his second turn to the left to cross
the ficld ; but you must expost him to
turn too directly towards you on your
frst sigual to turn,  Should he by any
rare chance have made the turn (the
first one) correcily, and thus be hunt-
ing up-wind, on no account intseespi
him by making any signals until he
bas run up the distance you wish (the
aforesaid thirty or forty yards)—then
again ecatch his eye, and, as befor:
(not now, however, faced towards hios
and the hedge, but faced towards your
trne direction), by a wave of the leh
arm  ndeavour to make him turn i«
the left (across the wind)., If, con
trary to what you have a right i«
suppose, he will not turn towards ycu
on your giving a whistle and wave of
your band, stand still, and continue
whistling — eventually he will ober
But you must not ipdulge in the
fuintest hope that all I bave described
will be done correstly ; be entistied o
first with an approash townrds ae
curacy ; you will danily find an im-
provement, if you persevere steadily.
When you seé that there is but little
chance of his turning the way ¥yoo
want, at once use the signal more con-
sonant to his views, for it shonld he
your constant @uleavour 1o make him
famey that he is always ranging ae
cording to the dirvections of yom
hands. Be particular in attending te
this hin
176. His past tuition (38) most pre

bably will bave accustomed him to
watch your eye for directions there-
fore it is not likely, even should he
have made a grong turn near the
hedge (& torn down-wind instead o1
up-wind, which would wholly bave
prevemted therequiredadvance parallel
te the hedge), that be will cross in
rear of $ou.  Should he, however, do
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w0, refreal n few steps (or Faee alwl
f he is far 1o the rear), in order 1o
impress him with e fecling that all
his work must be performed  wnder
vour eve,  Animate him with an en-
coaraging wond as he passes,  When
he gets near the hedge (o the left,
endenvod, by sionals (arreeably 1o
the method just explainal, 173), to
make him tum to the (his) right, his
head to the wind, and run up along-
sitde of it for the thirty to forty vands,
if you can manage it, before he Inyrins
to pecross the field, hy making a
secomd turn (o the right, Tf you could
get him to do this, he wonlbd cross well
in nf¥gyree of vou,

177, Thoueh nost likely his turn
(the first, the twrn up-wined) will be
to  abrupt (dou much of a acute
angle instemd of the regquired right
angled, nud that consequestly, in order
to et nhead of you, he will have to
traverse the field diagonally, yet after
a few trials it is probable he wrl do
g, rather than pot get io front of gou,
L'his would Le better than the former
attempt (not oblifing you to face
aboul); express your approval, and
e bext turn near the hedyge may be
mianle with a bolder sweep, Hemember
youraim is that nwo part be unhanted,
uml that none once commanded by
his nuse be ngain bwmted  He ought
te cres<, say thaty vanls in front of
yvou, bet wmeek will depend umpon lis
O,

178, Nearly on every occasion of
catching his eye, except when he is
running up-wind parallel to the hedge,
give him some kind of siznal, This
will more and more edlifirm him in
the habit of leoking to you, from tinre
to time, for uviders, amd thus aid in
enauring his constant obedience, After
a while, julging by the way il which
vifur face is turned, he will know in
what direction you purf®se advancing,
and will guide his own movements
necordingly.
bably he will for sgome fe, turn oo
sharply towards you when gelting
near the bedge, 1 mean at too acute
an angle, incline or ratifer face tovwnnls
i, This, evupled with the aturaf

" wish o range unrestrained, will wake

hould hemas most pro-
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him huant longer parallel to the hedge
before be makes s second turn to-
wanls v,

179. YBu may at first strive to
correet your dog's turning too abruptly
inwards (the frst turn) by pushing on
in your own person further ahead on
your own beat; but when he has
acquire:d if merely the slightest idea
of a correct range, be most carefol
not tuwet in aldvance of the ground he
i5 to lunt  Your doing so might
habituate hinf to eross the field dia-
gonally (thereby leaving much of the
sides of the ficlds unhunted), in onder
to get aheard of you ; and, morcover.
you might spring bird= which you are
anxivus fie shonll fined.  Should Le, on
the other hand. be inclined to work
too far upward before making his turn
to cruss the ficld, hang back in your
OWn person.

180. Though you may be in an un-
enclo<xl country, let him range at
first from no more than from seventy
to eighty vards on each side of you.

You can grivlually extenid these lateral
beats as he becomes eonversant with

his busiress — indeed, at thes com-
mencement, rather diminish than in-
erease  Me distances just named, both
for the length of the parmllels and the
space between them. Do not allow
the alluring title * a fine wide ranger ™
to tempt %ou to let him out of leading-
strings. If he be once permitted to
imagine that be has a discretionary

wer respecting the best places to
wnt, ancwthe direction and length of
hiz beats, you will find it extremely
ditlicult vo get him aguin well in hand.
On the moots his range must be far
greater than ou thaestubbles, but siill
the rudiments must be taught on this
contracled seale, or you will never
get him to look to you for orders
Do you keep entire control over Lis
bents ; let Aim bave almos the sole
management, of his drawing upon
bimls, provided be Jdoes not puzzle, or
run riot too long over an old haunt.
Give him time, and after a little ex-
perience his nose will tell him more
sarely than yeur judgment canwhether
he is working on the “toe ™ or * licel "
of binds; and whether he diverges
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from or approaches the strongest and
most recent haunt, do not flurry or
hurry him, and he will soon aequire
that know

181, As the powers of scept vary
greatly in different dogs, the depth of
their turns (or parallels) ought to vary
also, and it will be hereafter for you
to judge what distance between the
parallels it ® most advantageous for
your goungster ultimately to adopt in
bhimpgeneral hunting, The deeper his
turns are, of coyrss theé® more ground
you will beat within a specified time,
What you have to guard against is the
possibility of their being so wide that
birds may be passed by unnoticed. I
should not like to name the distance
within which good eautious dogs that
carry their heads hizgh will wind game
on a favourable day.

184. If you design your pupil, when
broken in, to hunt with & companion,
and wish both the dogs, as is usual,
to cress you, you will, of course, habi-
tuste him to make his sweeps (the
ggu:e between the parallels) wider

an if you had intended him to hunt
withomt agyone to share his labours,

185. I peed hardly warn to be
careful not to int.ermn&)t him whenever
he appears to be winding hirds. How-
ever good his nose may be by nature,
it will not gain experience and dis-
crimination, unless you gite him a
certain time to determine for himself
whether he has really touched upon a
faint scent of birds, and whether they
are in his front or rear, or #ne away
altogether, Like every other faculty,
his sense of smell improve the
more it is exercised. Puton the other
hand, as I obsermed Before, do not let
him continue puzzling with his nose
close to the ground,—urge him on,
make him increase his pace, force him
to eearch elsewhere, and he will
gradually®levate his head, and, catch-
ing the scent-of other particles, will
follow up these with a nose borne
aloft, unless he is a brute not worth a
twentielh part of the pains which you
think of bestowing upondim,

188, If, being unabl® to catch the
dog's eye, you are forced to use the
whistle frequently, and he continuge

inattentive to it, notwithstanding his
previous tnition, stand still, make him
lie down (by the word *drop,” if he
will not obey your raised left arm),
go up to him, take hold of his collar,
and rate him, saying, “Bad, bad,"
cracking your whip over h:ﬁ:{lﬂ thy
whip be one that will crack [Sudly, not
for present purposes, but that, when
occasion requires, he may hear it at a
distance,) and whistling softly. This
will show him (should you beat him,

on would confuse his ideas) that he is
hidden $or not paying attention to the
whistle. Indeed, whenever yon have
oceasion to scold or punish bim, make
it a constant rule, ahile you r#% him,
to repeat many time®the word of com-
mand, or the signal which he has neg-
lected te obey, There is no other vy
by which you will make him under-
stand yon giekly.

189, You must expect that your
young dog will for some time make
sad mistakes in his range ; but be not
disepuraged. Doubtless there is no one
thing—I was going to say that there
are no dozen things—in the whole art
of dog-breaking which are so difficult
to attain, or which cxact so much
labour, as a high, well-confirmed,
systematic range, Nature will not
assist you—you must do it all your-
self ; but in recompense thers is
nothing so advantageus when it is at
length acqguired. It will abuhdantly
repay monte of persevering exertion.
It constitutes the pgrand criterion of
true excellence. Its attainment makes
a dog of inferior nose and action.far
snperior to one of much greater

atoral qualifications who may be
omfooling about, galloping back-
wards and forwards sometimes ovey
identically the same ground, quite use.
lessly exerting his travelling powers ;
now and then indeed, arrested by the
suspicion of a haunt, which he is not
experienced enough, or swfficiently
taught, to ten to good account ; and
occasionally srought to a stiff poink
on birds accidentally found right under
his nose. It is undeniable, esteris
paribus, that the dog who hunts hig
ground most according to rule mustia
the end find most gama
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190, If il is your fixed determing-
tion to confirm your dog in the truly-
killing range desdriled in the last
chapler, do mot associnte him  fin
menths in the fickl with another deer,
however hichlv broken, Tt would be
S Betler to devole Dol Dwo bowues pur
&iq-m i ?ul.u' papil exelusively than to
hunt him the whele day with a com
praaninn,

191, Many breakers do exactly the
reverse of this.  They take out an obl
steady ranger, with the intention thal
he shinll lead the young dogeand that
the Jatter, from imitation amd habil,
shall learn how to quarter his ground,
Hut wwat he goins gy imitation will so
little improve his intelleets, that,
when thrown apen his own mesonrees,
hawill prove mecrable finder. Un
a hot, dry day he will not Le able to
make out o feather, nor om any day to
“foot ' oa delicate scent. [ grant
that the plan expelites matters and
attaing the end which most professimal
trainers seck ; but it will not yige n
dog sclf-confidence and independence,
it will not impart to him an inquiring
nose, il make him rely on its sensi-
tivieness 1o discover enme matber than
to his quickness of eye to deteet when
hiz friviud towehes upon o haunt ; nor
will it instruet him to look from time
to time towands the gun fur directions,
[t may teach him o vapee, but not to
hunt whiere he is orderad 3 no®ewill it
hubituate him to vary tly breadth of
the  parallels on which he works,
according as bis master may juldge it
to b pood ur had seenting day.

192, Tuestablizh the rare, noble beal
[ am recomwmemdine—one not bere-
after to be deranged Ly the [1_~'||1|1.'t&1-
tion of a furrow in turnips or potatocs
—you must have the philosophy not to
bunt your dog in them wtil he is
necnstomed i his soee 1o be guided
cutively by the wined ann your signals,
und is & no way influenced by the
nature of the groumd, ®yven then it
wontll be belier not te heat norrow
AArips noress which it would be impos-
tible for him 1o make bis regular easts
Avoid. too, for eome time, if you enn,
all rmall fields (which will ouly con-
tract his range), and all flelds with
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trenches or furrows, fur he will bat
too naturally folfuw them instead of
paying atten¥on to his truc beat
Have vou never, in low Lands, szen a
voung dor running down a potato or
turnip trench, out of whiclfhis master,
after much lohour, hwl no =ooner
evxtraeted him than be dropped into
the adjacent one ! It is the absence
of artificinl tracks which makes the
ranee of newly all dogs el braoen on
the moors #o much truer than thae of
s hunted on cuitiyated lands,

193. Morcover. in turnips, potaloes,
clover, and the like thick shelter, birds
will generally permit a dog toapproach
su closely that if he is wuch accus-
tomed to hunt such places, he will be
gure to acquire the evil habit of press-
ingr too near his game when finding on
the stubbles {instead of being startled
as it were into an instantancous stop
the mowent he first fods game), and
thus raise many a bind out of gun-shot
that acaundioes dogr,—one who slackens
hi= pace the in=tant he judges that be
is beating a likely sput,—would not
have alarmed,

196. Though yon cannot imjrove 4
dog's wogt, yon can do what is really
tantamwunt to it—vou caninerease his
vantion, By watching for the slightest
tuken of his feathering, and then
calling out *Tuin,"” or making the
strnnl, ydu will gradeally teach bim
te lovk vut for the faintest indication
of a scent, aud peint the instant he
windx if, insteand of heedlessly hunting
on until he meels a more exciting
cffluvia, (See 259 to 261, also 329.)
If from a want of animation in his
manner you are not able to judge of
the moment when b first winds game
and therefore are unalle to eall vut
“Toln ™ nutil he gets close to binls,
quictly pull him back from his point

dead to leewand ™ for some poces
and there make him vesomd his point
Persevernuee in this plan will ulti-
madely eifeet your wishes, unless his
nose be mdically wrong, A dog's
pointing too near his game more fre-
quently arisa: from want of eantion,—
in other words, from want of good in-
struction,—than from a defective nose

187. Slow dogs readily acquire this



SUMMARY

caution ; but fast dogs cannot be
taught it without gmat labour. You
have to show them the negessity of
diminishing their pace, that their noses
may have fair play, If you hage such
a pupil to Mstroct, when you get near
birds you have marked down. signal to
him to come to “heel.” [Whisper to
him “Care,” and let him sec by your
light, slow tread your anxiety not to
alarm the game., 1If he has never
shasvn any symptoms of blénking. you
may, a few times. tWus spring the birds
yourself while you keep him cloze to
you. On the next occasion of marking
down birds, or coming to a very likely
spot, bring him into * heel,” and after
an impressive injuoction to take
“eare,” give him two or three very
limited casts to the right or left, and
let Aim find the game while you in-
struct him as described in 329, As
there will be no fear of such a dog
making false points, take him often to
the fields where he bas most frequently
met birds. The expectation of again
coming on them, and the recollection
of the lectures he there received, will
be likely to make him cautious on
entering it.

222. Of course, you will not ket your
pupil “break fence,” or get out of
your sight, If he be a small, active
pointer or setter, he may be out of sight
before you are aware of it. Be on the
watch to whistle or call out “ Fence,”
the instant vou perceive that he is
thinking of quitting the ficld. Do
not wait until he is over ; mmeck him
by anticipating his intentions. Should
he, unperceived, or in defiance of your
orders, get into a field before you, call
him back (by ti® same opening, if
practicable, through which he passed,
the more clearly to show him his folly) ;
and do not proceed further until he
has obeyed you, A steady adherence
to this rul® will soon convince him of
the inutility of not exercising more
patience, or at least forbearance ; then
signal to him Y away "' in the dircotion
you choose, not in the direction he
chooses, It is essential that you should
be the first over every fence. In the
scramble, birds at which you ought to
have a shot are frequently eprung, I
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he is not obedient to your orders, make
him ** drop," and rate him as described
in 188,

224, Never be in‘luced to hunt vour
younyg dog (nor, indexd, any dog) when
he is tived,  If you o, you will give
him a slovenly carviare and habits
and lessen his zeal for the sport. In
orler to come in for a sni¥, at a time
when he is too fatigued to search for it
himself, he will crawl after his com-
panion, watching for any indieation of
his finding, As they become wearied
you will have a difficulty in keeping
your old well-broken dogs separate—
much more young ones, however inde-
pendently they mawhave rangemwhen
fresh, ou may also, 1o a cerlainty,
expect false points : but what is of far
more colsequence, sy frequently over
tasking your young dog, you will as
effectually weste his constitution as you
would your horse’s by premature work,

238. When you hunt a brace of dogs,
to speak theorctically, they should
trawgrse a field in opposite directions,
but along parallel lines, and the dis-
tance between the lines should be
regulated by you according as it is a
good or a bad scenting day, and ac-
colding to the excellence of the dogs
noses.  Mathematical accuracy is, of
course, never to be attained, but the
closer you anproach o it the better.

239. Yon should attempt it (on
enterimy the field to leemward, as before
directerdd) b making one dog go
straight ahead of yor to the distance
which you wizh the parallel lines to be
apart from each other, before you cast
him off (say) to the right ; then cast
off his companion to the left. If the
dogs are nearly equal in pace, the one
ahead, so long as he docs not faney he
winds game, should continue to work
on a parallel more advanced than the
other.

259, I will suppose that your young
dog has gol upon birds, and taat from
his boidness snd keenness in hunting

ou need not let him run rot on a
Eaunt. as you were recommended (in
132) when you wished to %ive courage
and animation to a timid dog. You
must expect that his eagerness and
delight will muke him rop in and Aush
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t,h_.am,' Even thﬂllgh you ghould have
called ont * Toho " when first you per-
ceived his stern Lggin feathering, and
thence judged that his olfactory nerver
were rejoicing in the luxurions taint
of game, Hollo out “Drop” most
energetically. If he does not imme-
liately #lie down, crack your whip
loudly to command greater attention.
When yon have suceeded in making
him lie down, a ?rmch him quietly :
be not angry Wit.ﬁl 1iim, but yet be stern
in manner. Graspiog the skin of his
neck, or, what is better, pujting yowr
hand within his collar (for he onght to
wear a light one), quietly drag him to
themgrecise spot where you think he
was firet awarg of the scent of the
birds. There make him stand (if stand
he will, instead of timidly erguching),
with his henﬁ'l directed towards the
place from which the bigds took wing,
and by frequently rEpE.aLﬁng the word
“Toho," endeavour to make him under-
stand that he ooght to have poiffed at
that identical spot. Do not confuse
him by even threatening to beat him.
The chances are twenty to one that he
is anxious to please you, but does not
yet know what you wish. I assume
also that he is attached to you, and
his affection, from constantly inducing
him toexert himself togive satisfaction,
will greatly develop dis observation and
intelligence,

260 Consider it a golden Tulp never
to be departed from (for I must again
impress upon you a matter of guch
importance), invariably to drag a dog
who has put up birds incautiously, or
wilfully drawn too near them, and so
eprung them (or, what % quite as bad,
—thongh young sportsmen will mut
sufficiently think of it,—endangered
their rising out of shot), to the exact
spot at which you judge he ought to
have pointed at first, and awaited your
instructions,

26l. Think for one moment what
could be the use of chidi@ g-:}r beating,
a8 I have seen some * * * do) the

r animal at the spot where he
ushed the birds. You are not dis-
gle.ased with him (or eught not ® be)
ecause the birds took,—for if the

%ad remained stationary until he was

SUMMARY OF INSTRUCTIONB.

within a yard of them, his fanlt would
have been the ame: nor are

an with him becanse he did not
catch tMem (which interpretation he
might. ag naturally as dhy other, put
upon your rating him at the: spot where
he finshed them),—youn are displeased
with him for nel having poinfed at
them steadily the moment he became
sensible of their presgoce. This is
whakyou wish him to understsqpd, and
this you cgn only teach him by ¢rag-
ging him, as has feen so often said, to
the spot at which he ought to have
“toho-ed" them. Your object is to
oive the young dog, by imstruction,
the caution that most old dogs have
acquired by experience. Doubtless
experience would in time convince
him of the necessity of this caution ;
bat you wish to save time, to anticipate
that experience, and by a judicious
education im to him knowledge
which it wonld take him years to
acquire otherwise. What a dog gains
by experience is mot what you teach
him, bul what he teaches himself,

264. Suppose that after two or three
such errors, all treated in the way
described, he makes a satisfactory
point, Hold up your right hand, and
the moment you catch his eye, remain
quite stationary, still keeping your
arm up. Dogs, as has been already
observed, are very imitative ; and your
standing stock-still will, more than
anything else, induce him to be patient
and immovable at his point, After a
time ( five minutes, if, from the
hour of the day and the dog's manner,
yon are convinced that the birds are not
stirring), endeavour to get up to him
50 quietly as not to gxeite him to move,
Whenever you observe him inclined to
advance,—of which his lifting a foot
or even rtaising a shoulder, or the
agitation of his stern will be an indi.
cation,—stop for some seconds, and
when your raised hand you have
ayed him into stendiness, again cree
on. Make your approaches within
sight, so that he may be intimidated by
your eye apd hand. If you succeed
in getting near him without unsettling

® him, actually stay by him, as firm as &

statue, for & quarter of an hour by one
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of Barwise's best chronometers,
yvour manner, which #e will observe,
show great earnestness, Never mind
the loss of time. You are giving the
dog a famous lesson, and the birds are
kindly aiding® you by lying beautifully
and not shifting their ground.*

266. Now attempt a grand coup, in
which, if you are successful, rou may
almost considergrour dog made staunch
for ever Keeping your eye on him,
and gour hand up (of course the right
one), make a circuit, &0 that the birds
shall be between him and you. Be
certain that your circle is sufliciently
wide,—if it is not, the birds may get up
behind you, and so perplex him that at
his next find he will feel doubtful how
to act. Fire at no skirter, or chance
shot. Reserve yourself for the bird or
birds at which he points; a caution
more necassary on the moors than on
the stubbles, as prouse spread while
feeding. When you have well headed
him, walk towards him and spring the
birds. Use straight shooting-powder.
Take a cool aim well forward, and
knock down one. Do not flurry the
dog by firing more than a single barrel,
or confuse Him by killing mose than
one bird, If you have been #hle to
accomplish all this without his stirring
(though, to, effect it, you may have
been obliged to use your yoice), you
have every right to hope, frem his
previous education, that he will readily
“ down-charge " on hearing the report
of your gun. Do not huny your
loading—indeed, be unnecessavay long,
with the view of making him at all
pach times patient and steady. If, in
epite of all your calls and signals, he

ves chase to the sgrung birds, make

im * drop,"—instantly if possible,—
and proceed much as described in 259,
dragging him back to the place where
he should have * down-charged.”

266. Whem you have loaded, say,
“ Dead,"” in a low voice, and signalling
to “heel," make him come up to you
{ﬂﬂl‘!ﬂu keeping still. By signs (XI. of

41) place him as near as you can, but
to leeward of the dead bird, Then, and

Bhould they (unluckily fol the lesson)
run, yon must endeavour to manage as de-
falled in 285

L]

Let

EXXiil

not till then, say, ¥ Find ;" give him
no other assistance. Let him have
plenty of time to mals out the bird. It
is not to be find and g»ip, but find and
point, therefore the moment you per-
ceive he is aware that it is before him,
make him (by word of command)
“tolfo'—go up to him, stay for a
while alongside him, then make a
small circuit to head him, and have
the bird between you and him ; ap-
proach him, If he attempt toslash in,
thunder out “No," and greet him with
awleast thesound of the whip ; slowly
pick up the dead bird ; call the dog tn
you ; show him the bird; but on no
account throw it to him, lest he sng®h
at it ; lay it on the grognd, encourage
him to suiff it ; let him (for reason
why see 3&3) turn it oyer with his nose
—teeth closed,—say to him, * Dead,
dead :" caress kim ; sit down ; smooth
the feathers of the bird ; let him per-
ceive that you attach much value toit;
and ater a while loop it on the gume
bag, allowing him all the time to see
what you are deoing. After that, make
much of him for full five minutes.
267. Pray mind what is said about
making your youngster point the dead
bird staunchly, the moment you per-
ceive that he first scentsit. Should be
be allowed to approach so near as to be
able to touch it (insead of being made
io point the instant ke finds), the
chances are that, if hard-mouthed, b=
will give it a erunch, if tender-monthed
a fumbling of the feathers, and either
proceeding satisfying him, that he will
quit ir, and not further aid you in a
search. As " pointing" is only a
natural pause (prolonged by art) to
dei®rmine exactly where the game is
lying, preparatory to rushing forward
to seize, it wonld be unreasonable to
expect h™n willingly to make a second
point at game he has not only found
but moathed ;—#he evil, however, does
not test here. There is such a dis-
agrecable thigg as blinking & dead
bird, no less ekan blinking a sound
one, For mouthing the bird you may
possibly heat the dog, as nosing it and
not pofting you may rate him harshly,
efher of which, if he be not of a bo
disposition, may lead, on the next
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oceasion. to hisslinking off aller merely
obtaining a sniff.  Yon cneht, in fact,
to wateh as cawfully for your pupil’s
first “fenthering " upon thee dead bivid-as
vonl il (250 upon his fivst conning
upon the eovey,  You see, then, than
vour teaching him fo = point dead <
absolmely imdispepsabile 1 onles<, in-
deed, vou eonstantly slend with a
retviever.  Pointine at o live Livd, or
b dead one, should only differ in this,
that in%he latter ease the dor makes n
nearer point,  Hegin eorrectly, aod
yomt will not have any ditkenlty ; Fat
you may cxpect the sreatest if you let
vour dog oo up to one or two binds amd
uf™h them byfore you commcner
making him pRint them, The follow-
ing season, should you then peevit
him to lifr -hisezame o 50058 00 will be
time c¢nonzsh to dispense with his
“ pointing dead,”

269. A~ to the wond * Dead”
whether von clioose to continng n=ing
it immediately after loling, or, ns |
have yeconmmended (X1 of 1y after
a time omit it gl merely let the
signal to “heel ™ dntieate that vou
hiave killed, always sk vour degr o
o you before you allew him to seck
Lo the fullen Lipd,

276. To reverd, iowever, to the puint
particularly  wieder  dizcunssion,  vie.,
whether yon pre® thy pour dor o
divect  to thet fallen ?rihl‘ ar (az 1
sroirely  recomnnemd) that®he fivst
juiTI Yo, pray T |_-|:||.:1j__=.l(_r”i'r PR TRl
which you will, but alwavs exact the
saemnnee, §f LT T il]‘l_'t;il.ll;i 1o ol
ehertnl unlie=itat e olasdicnee,

281, I you finel your s, from ex-
ve=s of delicht and exubweiimee of
spivits, bes< weler sencrd eonmensd
than From bis initisiory edueation you
hal expechad, and that he will Tt
“toho " stewdily at the exael =pt
which Yo vrder hiim. at TR LT T
clieckeurd (o his r.:h;”'_ Wowill di.
"lli"-i‘!h }liﬁ IH'I.{"'L"' [I;IHI ‘“]_—.kn I!il'll TR E
l"-l-litiﬂ'l.lﬁl :“.'“i ".m!lil:"t!_ 'I IIL" 1"{“"{:“1
you nexl see E'I.!I..!I"II. IEJI;_-"_'H tor Tursul b, amgsg
up qlli{':ln'.]j, but withont p;;”“jn.”‘bt”
the end of the cond, and check him
with o sudden jerk ¥ you are satistigpd
that pame is befure him, and that he
ought to pe pointing. If from his
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attitnde and manner vou are positine
that there iz ime, drive a spike (or
e ) igte the cround. amwd tie the cord
teo it. T only hope the Linds will re.
main stationary,  If they do, you can
wive b aeapital leszon"by remaining
aiticntly alone<ide of him, amd then
watline him sl the bindz in the
manper belfore deseribed (268, 265).
285, You wust not, however, too
oft®n trv to work ronnd and eead vour
prepeil wlmen he is pointing.  Judgment
15 reeguiired to kigow, when to do it with
advantase, 1 the birds were running,
vou woulil completely throw him out,
and sreatly puzele and discourage him,
for they -ll abily would then rise oul
of =liot. behind vou, if they were feed-
i np=wind.—behind him if they were
fevslinge down-wind, Far more fre.
et Iy make him work out the scent
by hiz own sagacity and nose, and lead
you up to the birds, every moment
bristling more aml more, at a pace eo-
tirely controlled and regulaed by your
strnuls,  These being viven with your
vight el will be meore apparent to
him if you place voursclf on his left
sile. Tt i= in this manper that you
rive hitn a les=on which will hereaiter
crci®y aid him in recovering slightly
winered bind<—in pressing to a rise the
slow.winwed bt nimble-hecled mil—
or in minntely following the devious
mazes through  which an old  cock
phea=ant, or ver more, an old cock
sreoiese, sy enedeavour to mistead him,
Al vet this lesson should not be given
befure®ae is tolerably confirmed at his
peint, lest he should push too fast on
the =eenl, and make a rush more like
the dash of o cocker than the sober,
convenient * rond  of a setter,
30G. I have supposed that your dog
hias sevwted the birdz before they rose,
but if he spring them without having
previously noticed them (as in some
rare cases happens even®o well-bred
ogs) you wust bring him back to the
jwl at which you feel assured that he
vitght to hmve been sensible of their
presenee, and Hhese make him * Toho"
Afterwank endeavour to make him
awaie of Fhe haunt by encouraging
him to suiff at the ground that the
birds bave just left, The next time
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gﬂmh very carefully for the sfightest
dication of his feati®ring, and then
instantly eall out “ Tohqg" After a
few times he will, to a certainty, un-
derstand you.

307. You %Thould kill outright the
few first birds at which you fire. 1
would infinitely prefer that vou should
miss altogether than that one of the
two or three fust birds should be o
ranoer. Afterwards vou have [ull
leave o merely wing a bird bat =till
I should wish it not o be too nimble.
This is a good trial of yonr judgment
as well as the dog's. I hope he is to
leeward of the bird, and that it will
not catch his eye. See he touches on
the haunt. Do not let him work with
his nose to the ground. *Up, up,”
must be your encovraging words E:nr
“On,on," according to circumstances),
whilst with your right hand (1v. of
141) you are alternately urging and
restraining him, so as to make him ad.
vance at a suitable pace. From his
previous education, not being furried
by any undue dread of the whip, he
will be enabled to give his undisturbed
attentioms and devote all his faculties
to follow unerringly the reteeating
bird. But from ipexperience he may
wander from the haunt. On per-
ceiving this, bring him, by signals,
back to the spot where he was ap-
parently last aware of the scent. He
will again hit it off. If you view the
bird ever so far ahead, on no account
run. I hope vou will at length vhserve
it lie down. Head it, if possilée, and
strike it with your whip, if you think
you will be unable to scize it with
your hand. Endeavour to prevent its
fluttering away ; it & too soon to sub-
ject the youngster to such a severe
irial of his nerves and steadiness
Then (having put the poor creature
out of its misery, by pierciog its gkull,
or rapping it head agninst your gun),
as before (266), show your dog the
gratifying prize which your combined
exertions Liave pained.

312. The feeling which you must
anxiously foster in him is $his, that
after the word * Find" #he search
must never be relinguished, even
though he be coustrained to hunt from

INSTRUCTIOXNS.
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morning till night. And it is clear
that to make an abiding, valuable im-
pression, this lesson nfst be inculeated
off the several first oceasions with un-
remitting, untiring diligence,

315. Indeed, K 1t never loses o
bind, I have actually knowy him,
whe! his dogs were young, E*EIlﬂ. a
full half-honr in bunting for a dead
bird ; nothing would induce him io
wive up, The consequence is, that s
he never loses one by any chafee.

324, Never let a dor whom you have
be#u forceds to chastise bolt or cree
away until you order him. If he is
ever allowed to move off at iz wish,
he will improve upongthe idea. an® on
the next oceasion will f#r too soon an-
ticipate yourg, And do not send him
off until lee has givemy some evidence
of having forgiven you, and of his
desire to be reconciled, by crawling
towards you, for instance, or wagzing
his tail, You are always to part toler-
able friends. while he feels perfectly
convigged that his chastisement is
over. If you do not, you may find it
rather difticult to eatch him when he
commits another fault.

330. If you can contrive it, let your
pu 1;NLI. have some little experience in the
field before vou give hind a real les-
som in “* Gone" (or * Flown'). In-
stead of Leing perphexed, he will then
comprehend you, ShoMd you, there-
fore, durimg the first fow days of hunt-
ing him, sce bimls make off, in lien of
taking him to the haunt (as many
breakers erroneously do), carefully
keep him from the spot.,

332, Defer as long as possible the
evil day of shoofing a bare over him,
that he may not get too fond (69) of
such wermin—1I beg pardon, I mean
game ; and when you do kill one, so
manage that he may not see it put into
the bag. On no account let him mouth
it. You want him to love the pursuit
of feather more than of fur, thgt he
may never be aken off the faintest
scent of hirds coming across the
taint of a bare. 1 therefore cotreat
you, during bis first season, if you will
shoot hares, to fire only at those which
you are likely to kill outvight; for the
taint of & wounded hare 1§ so strong
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that it would probably diminish his
ecal, and the sensitiveness of his nose,
in searching fopa winged bird.

333. The temptation is always geeat
to quit for & strong scent uf hare
(which any coarsc-nosed dog can fol-
low) a feeble one of birds ; therefore
it is€a very satisfactory test of good
Lreaking to see a dogz, when he is
drawing upon binls, in no way inter-
rupted by a hare having just crosscd
hc?urﬂhim. If yon aim at such excel-
lenee, and it is frequently attained in
the Highlands, it is cerigin you must
not shoot hares over your youngster,

334. | hope that he will not sce o
mage before you have shot a few birds
over him., J'he first that springs op
near him will test the perfection to
which he has attained in his initiatory
lessons. Lose not a moment. It is
most e¢ssential to gestrain inslan-
taneously the naturally strong impnlse
of the dug to run after four-focted
game, Halloo out * Drop " 8 the ex-
tent of your voice, raisc your hand,
crack your whip, do all you can to
prevent his pursuing. Of course you
will nol move an inch. Bhould he
commeny:e ranning, thunder out “*No,"
“No," If, in spite of everything, he
bolts after the hare, you have nothing
for it but patience. It is of no use to
give yoursclf o &t of nsthma by fol-
lowing him. You have only half as
many legs as he has, a defigiency
would do well to keepsceret from him
as long ns possible. Wait quictly
where you are—for an hour if neces-
sary. You have one consolation—
puss, according to her wsual custom,
bas run duwn-wind, Your dog has lost
sight of her, and is, I see, with his
nose to the ground, giving himself an
admirable lesson in roading out a
haunt. After a time he will come
hack looking rather ashamed of him-
eelf, conscinus that he did wropg in
disobeying, and vexed with himself
from having more than o suspicion
forced upon him t he cannot run
80 fost as the hare. When he hos
nearly renched you, make him * drop.”
Beold him severely, enying, © Ware
chase " (n command that applies to
the chase of birds as well as of hares),

SUMMARY OF INSTRUCTION§

Pull him to the place where hc \gas
when first hefigot a view of the hare,
make himelie down, rate him well,
call out ** No,” or “ Hare," or * Ware
chase," or any word you choose, pro-
vided you uniformly ediploy the same.
Smack the whip and punish him with
it, but not so severely as you did when
we assumed that he tore the bird (end
of 322).

937. When you are teaghing your
dog to refrain from chasinge hares,
tnke him, if yeu can, where they are
plentifnl, If they are scarce, and
you are in the neighbourhood of a
rabbit-warren, visit it occasionally of
an evening. He will there get so ac-
customed to see the little animals
running about nnpursued by either of
vou, that his natural anxiety to chase
fur, whether it grow on the back of
hare or rabbit, will be gradually di
minished.

339. Killing a sitling hare to your
dog's point will wonderfully steady
bim from chasing; but do not fire
until he has remained staunch for a
considerable time. This will show
him that puss is far more likely to be
bagged by your firing than by Ais

pum&inE:.

344, Excessof punishment has made
many 8 dog of good promise a con-
firmed blinker ; and of far more has
it quemched that keen ardour for the
spurt without which no dog can be
ﬁp;t-mta. For this reason, if not from
more humane motives, make it a rule
to giwg bat few cuts; let them, how
ever, be tolerably severe. Your pupil's
recollection of them, when he hears
the crack of the whip, will prevent
:.!m necessity of éheir frequent repeti-
10T,

350. When, after a few weeks, you
perceive that the youngster bhas cons
fidence in himself, and is li to
hunt independently, no deferen
following the footsteps of an older
companion, take out a well-broken
dog with him, that you may have the
opportunity of leaching him to * back."
Be earcfy to choose one not given to
make fala points; for if he commit
such mistakes, your pupil will scon
utterly disregard his pointing. Select
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also one who draws upon his birds in
a fine, determined attilnde ; not one
to whose manner even yos must be
babifoated to feel certain he m on
ne. Be watdhful to prevent
ever huntisg in the wake of the
, which, in
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ing in no lies to him,
Thilr}!?‘nili m{un?rnd:r%ﬂ he has
been ﬂltll-'“'ﬂw &0 &880~
ciae ?n the initiatory lesson described

in 40. After have picked the
bird let him m!&uatih i

356. All b;;h"iﬂﬂl::lhnﬂlﬂ
stand wholly o the rérerse
of poi . Your nose ought
hmmmmdﬂ th backing.

It may be received ss an axiom, that
nothing ought te makes a dog wolun-

taril rmﬁ.rl .:‘wht 20 long as he
. nothing

wings ut the
wish te continue hizr point should
make him neglect the * down-charge "

the instant ke Arare tha near reportel
a gun,

388. I conceive those dogs must be
considered $he best which procure a
persevering sportsman most shots in a
scason, and him fewest winged
birds, If you are anxious for your

upil to attain this superlative excel-
Formu {[!;::Ldr:imt it, at ;hu risk of
being tautology), you must
ba at times consistently strict, but
never severe. Make him, as much as
you canp, your constant companion ;
you will thereby much develop his in-
telligence, and so render him a more
e t assistant in the flald, for he
will understand your manner better
nnd better, and ﬁmﬁ increase in af-
fection as well ds observation. Many
men wouldlike so faithful an atten-
dant. Zezck ohedience at home—to
obtain it in the field. Consiiler the
inmat:nmmﬂ:dm " the momen ttﬂ

a8 nt, as
. -stone of the arch that con-

by rating, but never

with the whip unless you

udge it absolutely . On the
other following ey's plan
(10), , or o least praise, every
instance of good behaviour, and you

will be surprisq to find how quickly

youn Il comprehend
r:l:i:u, mﬁiﬂr I.l.'l.'liﬂl.llil;li will m

comply with them. Remember that

And If hares are shot to Lln, fewend
punded hares.

E ]
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evil practives, unche®ed until they
lweome confirmerl  habits. or any
errors in trainine econunitted at the
cmmencement f his edueation, ean-
not be repaired afterwards withsid
tenfold—uay,  twentyfold  trouble,
Nover let him hunt from ander your
vve,  Dneeasingly endeavonr to keep
alive in him as long as pus<ible his he-
lief that you are intuitively aware. ns
fully when he is oot of sight as within
sirhit, of every fault he commits, whe-
ther it arise from wilfulness or mere
heedlessness, This is a very impor-
tant admonition.  Remember, how-
ever, that the best dors will ocea-
sionally make mistnkes when they are
ranming down-vlml (especially i it
blows Lardy, Mul that there are days
when there is searcely any  scent.
Noteto 174.)

563. I lope that by this time we
too well voderstand ea®i orher for you
wow to wonder why I think that you
should net eommence hunting your
voung dor where vame is abaudant,
Professional  breakers  prefer  such
ground, becanse, from getting plenty
of points, it enables them to train
their dogs more quickly and  sefh-
vientiy wvil to ensure an early sale,
This is their object, amd they saceceed,
My object is that you rhall establizh
wltimately preat perseverance aml n
fine range in }'uul'*_"uuu.t]ﬂg, let birds
be ever so =cfee. If vou show him
too many at first, he will sub®quently
become ensily dispiritodl whenever he
fuils in getting a peint,

SPANIERS,

4. Spaniels withont a cheek-cord
eannot be guielly bwoken in. 'L he vene-
al object of the traiver is tarestrain
#hem from ranging i aodi=stoee Likely
to spring came vul oigrun-shot, nind 10
make them perfect to the * down-
chinrg®” 1f one of thege high-spiiited
animals will ot y@e cluse when
vitiled  te by whistle or name, the
breaker gels hold of the cord aml
jerks it : this makes fhe dog coge ina
few paces; anotber jerk or two makes
him spprvach closer, and then the

INSTRUCTIONS

Ieaker, by him#elf retiring =vith his
face lowanls 1&3 spaniel, ealling ok
his name (or “whistling), and occa.
sionalle jer®ine the cord, makes him
quite =nlinissive. and more dispoced to
ubey on future oceasions,

53, In training a Ia team of
spapicls it is of much advantaoge to
the keeper to have a lad to ra‘e, and,
when necessary, give the skirters a
taste of the lash,—in %hort, to act as
whipper-in. The keeper necd€iot then
carry a Whip, or at least often fze it,
which will mak® lis spanicls all the
wore williznge to hunt close to him,

38. When cxerciving young spaniels
it is a good plan to habituate them,
cven as puppics, never to siray further
from you than about twenty vards,

62. If the time of year will permit
it, they shoull be shuown game when
about nine or ten months old. At a
more alvanced age they would be less
amenable to control, Happily the
cxample of u riotous pap will not be
so detrimental to the discipline of the
rest of the teamn as the example of an
ill-condueted companion would be to
a pointer (or selter), for the influence
of thoroughly stewly spenicls makes
the pgf curtail his ranze sooner than
might be expected. Finding that he
is nol fulllwed by his associates, he
aoom Tejning them,

63. A judicions breaker will regard
perfeetion in the “drop ™ (28 to 26)
a2 the mainspring of his educational

system,  He will teach his young
spanicls to *“seck dead™ (34, 35, 43),
where Mirceted by =igns of the band.

He will instruct themn in * fetching "
(1ud, 107, &e.), with the view to some
of them hereafter  -etrieving, He
will accustom to hunt hede-
rows, and light open copses—Dbecause
always under his eye—before taking
them into cluser cover, Nor until they
are wicler some command, and well
weaned from  noticing vermin and
small binds, will he allow them to
fnter rorse or strong thickets, and then
he will never negleet (though probably
e will have used them beforc) to
atinch be of different sounds to the
collars of TNis several pupils (une to
each), so that his car may at all times
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detect any truant ®eaying Leyond
beunds, and thos enable him to 1ate
the delinquent n®me. In this
manner he establishes thesusefyl feel-
ing elsewhere spoken of (383), that
whether he be within or vut of sight,
he is equally aware of every impro-
priety that is committed.

64, Yﬂunf spaniels, when they have
been steadily broken in not to hunt
too far ah on the instructor's side
of the hedge, may be permitted to beat
on thesother ; and this, wheu ®nly one
person is shooting, is generally their
most useful position, for they are thus
more likely to drive the game towands
the gun.

70 A comprehension of the signal
made by the finger (which is far
neater than the raising of the hand
deseribed in 84, but not so quickly
understood) might with advantage be
imparted to all dogs traincd for the
gun, in order to make them hunt close
exactly where directed. It is usually
teught by pointing with the fore-
finger of the right hand to pieces of
biscuit, previously concealed, mnear
easily recogmiszed tufts of grass, weeds,
&e. It it beputiful to sce how cor-
rectly, promptly, yet quietly, some
spaniels will work in every direction
thus indicated.

T7. The soraller in number the team,
the greater is the necessity that none
of them should stick too close to
“heel.” The difficulty is to make
them hunt far enough, and yet not oo
far At least one of the number
Bhould retrieve well. When co®ks are
abundant some leams are broken, not
only to avoid flick, but actually not to
notice a pheasant, or anything beside
woodeock, Hardly any price would
tempt a real lover of cock-shooting, in
a cocking-country, to part with such a

W

WATER SPANIELS (OR WATER
RETRIEVERS).

80. A young water spaniel miyght,
with advantage, ocensionally be in-
dulged with a duck-bunt WaTM
wenther. It would tend to make him
quick in the water, and observunt,

TEXIX

The finishing le®sons might eonclude
with your slivoting the bind and obli:
ing him to retrieve it. He shounld be
maile handy to your signals (IV. to
VIL and X, of 141), so ns to hunt the
fens and marshes, and * seek dead™
cxactly where you may wish.

81. This obedience to the hand i:
particularly required ; for when the
spanicl is swimming bhe is on a level
with the bird. and therefore is not so
likely to see it,—cspecially if there is
a ripple on the water,—as you are, who
probably may be standing many feet
above him on the shore, As you may
frequently, while be is retrieving, have
occasion to direet his movements when
at a considerable disapce from hun,
you probably would find it more adl-
vaniageous to teach him the forwand
signal userr by shephewds (143) than
the one deseribed in Iv. of 141.

92, A water spaniel should also be
taught to fetch (96, 98, 106 to 109)—
be acenstomed to follow quictly close
to your heels—be broken im, not &
the “down-charge' (27), but to the
“drop™ (23 to 26), the instant you
signal to him, while you are noiselessly
stalking the wild-fowl previously re-
commnoitered, with the aid of your Dol-
lond, from some neighbouring height
nor should he stir a limb, however
long he and you may have to await,
ensconced behdnd a fayouring bush,
the right moment for the destructive
raking dmcharge of your first barrel,
Ly be follpwed @y the less murder us
but etill effective fying shot. On
hearing the report, it is his duty to
dash instantly inlo the water, and
sccure the slain & rapidly as possible,

TD RETRIEVE WOUXDED, BEFORE
PICKING UF EILLED WILDFOWL.

553. This a knowing old dog wills
uften do of his awn accord ; but you
nmust not attempt to teach a young
one this uscfal habit until yow are
gatisfiel that tMBre is no risk of mak-
ing him blink hie Lirds. You can
then call him off when he is swimmiog
towarda dead birds, and signal to him
to follow those that are fluttering
away. If the waler is not too deep,
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rush in yourself, and set him a good
example by actively pursuing the run-
aways ; and uniil all the cripples that
can be recovered are safely bagped,
do not let him lift one of those killed
outright. If very intelligent, he will
before long perceive the advantage of
the sy;tem, or at least find it the more
exciting method, and adhere to it
without obliging you to continune your
aquatic excursions. (For advice nbout
water grinevers see 90 to 95.) I have

laced this paragraph amoog the * re-

nements ” in breaking : but 1 ought,

arhaps, to have entered it sooner ;

a¢ if yon are fond of durk-shooting,

and live in a ueighbourhood where
you have good ppportunities of follow-
ing it, you should regard this accom-
plishmient as a necessary part of your
niel's education. ~

Sheep-killing is sock a frightful
faunlt in a dog, and se difficult to cure,
that I think it right to here insert,
though it is not mrntioned in the pre-
ceding pages, that the horrid vice
begn permanently stopped by so

firmly fastening the skin of' the re.
cently killed animal round the néck of
the murderer, t notwithstandi

the most violent exertions he eoul
not remave it for daya.



DOG-BREAKING

CHAPTER L
PRELTMINARY ORSERVATIONS. QUALIFICATIONS, TN BREAKER,
1IN DOG.

1. Dog-breaking an Are easily acynired.—2, Most coweditions ALk of imparting
everr Degree of Edacation. Time Lestowed determines Gorude of Fducation,
In mote, Col. Hawker's opinion.—3, Sportsmen recommended te break in Lwar
own Doss.—4. Men of property oo eazily #utisfie ] with badly.broken Dows,
Kcepers have no Excuse for Ducs being Badly broken. <3, Great Experivice in
Dog-breaking, or Excellencein Shootiuge, astheceary. Dizpaditions of Dogs
varv.—6. What is required in an Instructor,g¢. Early ima Scuson any Do will
answer; a gond one pecessary afterwards. Hallooins, rating Dows, anil loud
whistling speil Sport.  Innote, Ace and choice of Lirds.  Feveral shots Ored
from Stooks at Gronse without alarming them, American Tartridges and
onr Pheasants killed whise at roo«t,—% Whar a well-broken Do oueht to
do.—0. Severity reprobate® —10, Astley's Mothod of tenching Lis Hurses, —
11. Francomi's (rque National d¢ Puris,—12, lutiatery Le<zons recommonided
—tobe given when alome with Dog—given fu-ting.—13. Soccess promised if
rules be followed, Advantages of an expeditinus Educndon. Seplember
shooting not sacrificed.

1. DOG-BREAKING, so far from being g mystery, 1s an
art easily acquired when it is cornmenced and continued
on rational principles.

2. T think you will be convinced of this if you will
have the patience to follow me, whilst I endeavour to
explain what, I am satisfied, is the most certain and
rapid method of breaking in your dogs, whether you
require great proficiency in them, or are contented with
an inferior education. No quicker system has yet been
devised, however humble the educatioh may be. The
education, in fact of the peasant, and that of the future
double-first collegian, begins and proceeds en the same
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principle. You know your own circumstaices, and you
must yourself determine what time jrou choose to devote
to tuition:; and, as a consequence, the degree of excel-
lence to which you aspire. I can only assure you of
my firm conviction that mo other means will enable
you to gain your object so quick]y; and I speal with a
cordidence derived from long experience in many parts
of the world, on a subjec} that was, for stveral years,
my great hobby.

3. Every writer is presumed to take some interest in
his reader; I therefore feel privileged to address you as
a friend, and will ;ommence my lecture by strongly
recommending that, if your occupations will allow it,
you take earnestly and heartily to educating your dogs
vourself, If you possess temper and some judgment,
and will implicity attpnd to my advice, I will go bail
for your suceess; and much as you may now love
shooting, you will then like it infinitely more. Tvy the
plan I recommend, and I will guarantee that the Pointer
or Setter pup which I will, for example sake, suppose to
be now in your Jkennel, shall be a better dog by the end
of next season (I mpean a more killing dog) than pro-
bably any you.:ver yet shot over.

4. Possibly you will urge that, you are unable to
spare the time which I consider necessary for giving
him a high education (brief as that time is, compared
with the many, many months wasted in the tedious
methods usually employed),and that you must, perforce,

It may be satisactory to others

Yo know the opinion of so uunde-
nhble an authority as Colunel
Hawker., The (G¥.pel, in the
Tenth Edition of his invaluable
Dook on Shooting, writes (page
255),—"Bince the publicatmn of
tue last elition, Licutenant-Cole

Hutchinson's valuable werk on
‘Dog-breaking ' has appeared. It
g a perfect vade mecum for both
portsmen and Keeper, and I
have great pleasure in giving a
cordial welrome to a work which
80 ably synplies my own defi-
clenciea,"
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content yousself with humbler qualifications. Be it so.
I can only condole with you, for in your case this may
be partly true; mind, I only say partly true. But how
a man of property, who keeps a regular gamckeeper,
can be satisfied with the disorderly, disobedient troop
to whieh he often shoots I cannot understand. Where
the gamekeeper is permitted to accompany his master
in the field, and hunt the dogs himself, there can be no
valid excuse for the deficiency in their education. The
deficiency must arise either from the incapacity or fron
the idleness of the keeper.

5. Unlike most other arts, dog breaking, does not
require much experience ; but such a knowledge of dogs
as will enable you to discriminate between their dif-
ferent tempers and dispositions (& had almost said cha-
racters)—and they vary greatly—is very advantageous.
Some require constant encouragement ; some you must
nevegbeat ; whilst, to cain the required ascendancy over
others, the whip must be occasionally employed. Nor
is it necessary that the instructor should be a very good
shnti whiech prnha.hb* is a more fortunate cfreumstance
for me than for you, It should sven be received as
a principle that birds ought to be now @nd then missed
to young dogs, lest some day, if your nerves happen to
be out of order, or a cockney companion be harmlessly
blazing away, your dog take it into his head and heels
to run home in disgust, as I have seen a bitch, called
Countess, do more than once, in Hgddingtonshire.

6. The chief requisites in a breaker are—firstly, com-
mand®of temper, that he may never be betrayed into
giving one unnecessary blow, for, witls dogs as with
hurses, no work is so well done as that which is done
cheerfully ; secondly, consistency, that in fhe exhilara-
tion of his spirits, or in his e2gerness to secure a bird
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he may not permit a fault to pass unreproved (I do not
say unpunished) which &% a less exciting moment he
would have noticed—and that, on the other hand, he
may not correct a dog the more harshly because the
shot has been missed, or the game lost ; and, lastly, the
exercise of a little reﬂectmn ta enahle him to _]udg&
whfit meaning an unreasoning anima is likely to attache
to every word and sign—nay, to every look.
7. With the coarsest tackle, and worst flies, trout can
~be taken in unflogged waters, while it requires much
seienee, and the finest out, to kill persecuted tish, Itis
the same in shootimg. With almost any sporting-dog
came can be killed early in the season, when the birds
lie like stones, and the dog can get within a few yards
of them ; but you w#l rvequire one highly broken to
obtain many shots wlen they are wild. Then any in-
cautious approach of the dog, or any noise, would flush
the gane, and your own experience will tell you that
nothing so soon puts birds on the run, and makes them
so ready to take fight, as the sound of the human voice,
especially nowasays, when farmers generally prefer the
seythe to the sickla and clean husbandry, large fields,
and trim narromv hedges (affording no shelter from wet)
have forced the partridee—a shorfwinged ® bird—un-

Rounded, tos, at the extremi-
ties —the outer feathers not Leing
the longest —a formation adverse
to rapid Hight, The extreme outer

for the table. Hold au old and
a young bird by their under
beaks between your fore-finger
amd thumb, and you will soon see

feather of youny birds is pointed,
und, until late in the seasonm, ac-
companies soft qualls, weak Lrown
benks, and yellow legs, . These
{beaks and legs) me grey on
maturity, or rather of the bluish
hue of London milk—and the
quills get white and hard—facts
which should be attended to by
thosa who are making n welection

how little, comparatively, the old
beak yields to the weight. This
rule applies equally to grouse, the
legs of which birds when young
e not much feathered, but late
in the seasun it is d.iiﬁ-l:'ll]t- to de-
termine their a Yet a know-
ing bhand vl find a difference : the
old birds' Yegs will still be the
mara feathersd of the two, and
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willingly to seek protection (when arrived at maturity,
in ready flight rather than im concealment. Even the
report of a gun does not so much alarm them as the
command, “ Toho,” or “ Down charge,” * usually, too as
if to make matters worse, balloced to the extent of the
breakeris lungs. There are anglers who recommend
siTence as conducive to success, and there are no expe-
rienced sportsmen who do not acknowledge its great
value in shooting. Rate or beat a dog at one end of a
field, and the birds at the other will lift their Leads,
become uneasy, and be ready to take wing the moment
you get near them. “Penn,” in Lig clever maxims on
Angling aiid Chess, observes to this etlect, * If you wish
to see the fish, do not let him see you;" and with respect
to shooting, we may as truly say, ** If you wish birds te
hear your gun, do not let them hgar your voice.” Even
a loud whistle disturbs them. My, O t, of C e,
says a gamekeeper’s motto ought to Le, “No whistling

its feet will Le more worn and  which come from the Lills to feed ;

extended. If you spread open the
wing of apy game bird, you will
find the upper part pear the second
joint) more or less bare. The less
that part is covered with feathers
the younger 18 the bird.

A poulterer voce told re that
at the end of the season he judyged
much of the age of birds by the
appearance of their heads.

“Ware " mmnken eyes, and
tainted or discoloured vents —
they bLave been too lons ocut of
the kitchen.

* The following facts arestrong
evidenaes of the correctoess of this
assertion. Late in the season far
more grouse than owght to be are
shot by “gunners,” to use an Ame-
rican expression—" true sporta-
men" I can bardly temn them—
who conceal themsolves in large
atooks of grain, to fira at the birds

and, curious to sav, several shota
are uften oltgned Before the pack
tukes wing, The first tew vepurts
frequendly no more alarm them
than to wake the most cautioua
of the pumber jump up to look
around, whey, observing nothing
that ought to intimidate them,
they recommence feeding, By
commenciug with the undermost
birds, the Amwricans sometimes
shoot in daylight all the Par-
tridges as they erropoeously call
them) rousting om a tree; and
poachers in  this couwntry, by
making a similar gelection, often
kill at might (using diminished
charges) seveigl Pheasants befura
those that on the topuwost
branches Hy away. A strong
Lreeze much favours the poacher

diminishing the chance of the
Lirds bearing hi.
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—no whipping—no noise, when master®goes out for
sport.”

8. These observations Jead unavoidably to the in-
ference that no dog can be considered perfectly broken
that does not make his point when first he feels assured
of the presence of game, and remain stationary where
he Mhales it, until urged on by you todraw nearer—thut
does not, as a matter of course, lie down without any
word of command the moment you have fired, and after-
wards perseveringly seek for the dead bird in the direc-
tion you may point-out,—and all this without your once
having occasion to speak, more than to say in a low
voice, " Find,” when he gets near the dead bitd, as will
be hereafter explained. Moreover, it must be obvious
that he risks leaving game behind him if he does not
hunt every part of a held, and, on the other hand, that
he wastes your time and his strength if he travel twice
over the same ground, nay, over any ground whieh his
powers of scent have already reaghed. Of course I am
now speaking of a dog hunted without a companion to
share hislaBours.

9. You may say, “ How is all this, which sounds so
well in theory,#o be obtained in practice without great
severity 1" Believe me, with severity it never can be
attained. If flogging would make a dog perfect, few
would be found unbroken in England or Scotland, and
scarcely one in Irveland.

10. Astley’s methed was to give each horse his pre-
paratory lessons alone, and when there was no noise
or anything to divert his attention from his institictor.
If the horse was interrupted during the lesson, or his
attention in any way withdrawn, he was dismissed fo
that day. When perfect in certain lessons by himself,
he was associated with other horses, whose education
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was further #dvanced. And it was the practice of that
great master to reward his borses with slices of cairot
or nppia when they performed well.

11. Mons. A. Franconi in a similst manner rewards his horms,
One evening I was in such a position, at o performance of the
Cirque National de Paris, that I could clearly see, during the
Lutte dez Voltigeurs, that the broad-backed horse held for the
men to jump over was continually coaxed with small slices of
carrots to rem®in stationary, whilst receiving their hard thumps
as they sprang upon him, I coul not make out why the horse
was sniffiog and n}ilparenﬂy nibbling at the chest of the man
standing in front of him with a rvin in each hand to keep his
tail towards the spring-board, until I remuarked tMat o second

man in the rear of the other, every now and tliun slil
puéfllffﬁmd Ot iy neighBoRT s $0 5199 Hhe Revsy 4.

small piece of carrot.

12, Astley may give us a useful hint in our far easier
task of dog-breaking. We see that be endeavoured by
kindness and patience to make the horse thoroughly
comprehend the meaning of certain words and signals
béfore he allowed bjm any companion. So ought yon,
by what may be termed “initiatory lessons,” to make
your young dog perfectly understand the wmeaning of
certain words and signs before you hunt him .u the
company of another dog—nay, before you hunt him at
all; and, in pursuance of Astley's plam yon ought tc
give these lessons when you are alone with the dog,
and his attention is not likely to be withdrawn to
other matters. (ive them, algo, when he is fasting, as
his faculties will then be clearer, and he will be more
eager to obtain any rewards of bicuit or other food.

13. Be assured that by a consistent adherence to the
simple rules which I will explain, you can obtain the
perfection I have described (8) with mare ease and ex-
pedition than you probably imagine to be practicable;
and, if you will 2ealously follow my advice, I promise
that, instead of having to give up your shooting in
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September (for I am supposing you to be in England),
while you break in your pup, you shall then be able to
take him into the field, provided he is tolerably well
bred and well disposed, perfectly obedient, and, except
that he will not have a well-confirmed, judicious range,
almost perfectly made; at least so far made that he
wil? only commit such faults as naturally arise froma
want of experience. Let me remind you £lso that the
keep of dogs is expensive, and supplies an argument for
making them earn their bread by hunting to a useful
purpose, 4s soon as they are of an age to work without
injury to their constitution. Time, moreoves, is valuable
to us all, or most of us fancy it is. Surely, then, that
system of education is best which imparts the most
expeditiously the reqwired degree of knowledge,
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INTTIATORY LESSOMNS WITHIN DOORS. SHOOTING PONTEZ.

14. Ome Instructor Letter than two.—15. Ageat which Education commences,—

Indoor breaking for hoars, better than Qutdoor for weeks.—16. To obey all
neceszary Words of Command and all Sirnals before shown Game.—17. TUne-
reasonableness of mot always giving Initiatory Lessons—leads to Punish-
ment—thence to Blinking.—18. Dog to be your constant Compgnion, not
another's.—19, 21, 22, Instruct when alone with him. Initintory Lessons in
his Whistle—in * Dead "—* Toho "—"* Op." =20, All Commands and Whistling
to be piven in a low Tone.—23 to 26, Lessons in * Drop "— between
fore-legs—Setters cronch more than Pointers.— 24, Slovenly to employ vight
arm hoth for ** Drop” and * Toho."—27, Lessons in ** Down-charge “—taught
8t Pigeon-match—rewnrds taken from Hand.—23. Covalry Horses fed at
discharge of Pistol—same plan pursued wigh Dogs.—23. Dog unusuvally
timid to be conpled to another.—30. Lessons at Feeding Time, with Check-
cords.—31. Obedience of Hounds contrasted #@ith that of most Pointers and
Setters.—32. Bhooting Ponies—how broken in—33, Horse's rushing et his
Feoces cured—Pony anchored.

14. It is seldom of gny advantage to a dog to have

more than one instructor. The methods of teaching
may be the same; but there will be a differance in the
tone of voice and in the manner that will more or less
puzzle the learner, and retard rather than advance his

education.

If, therefore, you resolve to break in your

dog, do it entirely yourself: let no one interfere with

you.

15. As a peneral rule, let his education begin when
he is about six or seven months old * (although I allow

But from his very infancy

ou ought not to have allowed
to be disobedient. You should
have made him know—which he
will do nearly intuitively—that a
whip can punish him, though he
ought never to have suffred from
it. I bave heard of pups only

four months old being made guite
ax fait to the preliminary drill
here recommended. This earl
exercise of thdie intelligence and
observation must bave benefited
them. The questionable point is
the unnecessary consumption of
the instructor's time,
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that some dozs are more precocious than others, and
bitches always more forward than'dogs), but it ought to
be nearly eompleted before he is shown a bird (132).
A quarter of an hour’s daily indoor training—called
by the Germans “house-breaking "—for three or four
wecks will effect more than a month’s constant hunt

ing without preliminary tuition.

16. Never take your young dogz out of doors for in-
struction until he has learned to know and obey the
several words of command which you intend to give
him in the ficld, and is well aeguainted with all the
signs which you will have occasion to make to him
with your arms. These are what may be called the
initiatory lessons,

17. Think a momegt, and you will see the importance
of this preliminary instruction, though rarvely imparted.
Why should it be imagined that at the precise moment
when a youny dog is envaptured with the first gnifl’ of
game, hie is, by some mysterions pnaccountable instinet,
to understand the meaning of the word “Toho”? Why
should hegiot conevive it to be a word of encourage-
meut to rush in upon the game, as he probably longs
to do; especially it it should be a partridge fluttering
before him, in the sagacious endeavour to lure him
from lier Lrood, or a Lare enticingly cantering off from
under his nuse 7 There are breakers who would correct
him for not intuitively comprehending and obeying
the “ Toho,” rvared out with stentorian lnngs; though,
it is obvious, the youngster, from having had no pre-
vious instruction, could have no better reasen for
wnderstanding its import than the watch-dog chained
up in yonder iarm-yard. Again he hears the word
“ Toho "—again followed by another licking, accom-
ranied perhaps by the lang lectnre, 'Ware springing
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birds, will yow?” The word “Toho” then begins to
assume a most awful'characteg; he naturally connects
it with the finding of game, and not understanding a
syllable of the lecture, lest he should a third time hear
it,and get a third drubbing, he judges it most prudent
(unless he is a dog of very high courage),.when next
awarc of the presence of birds, to come in to heal;
and thus he commences to be a blinker, thanks to the
sagacity and intelligence of his tutor. I do not speak
of all professional dog-breakers, far from it. Many are
fully scnsible that comprehension of orders mush neces-
sarily precede all but accidental obedience. I am only
thinking of some whom it has been my misfortune to
see, and who have many a time made my blood boil at
their brutal usage of a fine high-couraged young dog.
Men who had a strong arm and bard heart to punish,
—but no temper and no head to instruct.

18. So long as you are a bachelor, you can make a
companion of your dog, without incurring the danger
of his being spoiled by your wife and children (the
more, by-the-bye, he is your own companien and no
other person’s the better); and it is a fact, though you
may smile at the assertion, that all the inikiatory lessons
can be, and can best be, inculcated in your own break-
fast-room.

19. Follow Astley's plan. Let no one be present to
distract the dog's attention. Call bim to you by the
whistle you proposo always using in the field. Tic a
alight cord a few yards long to his collar. Throw him

small piece of toast or meat, sayinz at the time,
“Dead, dead.” Do this seyeral times, chmeking it intr
different parts of the room, and let him eat what le
finds. Then throvea piece (alwavys as you do so sayin.,

Dead ™), and the moment he gets close to it, check
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him by jerking the cord, at the samt time saying,
“ Toho,” and lifting up our riglit arm almost perpen-
dicularly. By pressing on the cord with yonr fout,
you can restrain him as long as you please. Do not
let him take what you have thrown until you give
him the encouraging word, “ On,” accompanied by a
forward movement of the right agm and hand, somg-
what similar to the swing of an under-hand bowler at
cricket.

20. Let all your commands be given in a low voice.
Consider that in the ficld, where you are anxious not to
alarm the birds unnecessarily, your words must reach
your dogs' ears more o1 less soltened by distance, and,
if their influence depends on loudness, they will have
the least effect at the very moment when you wish
them to have the mast. For the same reason, in the
initiatory lessons, be careful not to whistle loudly.*

21. After a few trials with the checkeord, you 'will
find yourself enabled, without touching it, and merely
by using the word “ Toho,” to prevent his seizing the
toast (or sneat), until you say “ On,” or give him the
forward signal. When he gets yet more perfect in his
lesson, raising your right arm only, without employing
your voice, will be sufficient, especially if you have
gradually accustomed him to hear you speak less and
less loudly. If lLe draw towards the bread hefore he
has obtained leave, jerk the cord, and drag him back
to the spot from which he stirred. He is not to quit
it until you order him, occupy yourself as you may.
Move about, and occasionally go from him, astfar as
you can, before you give the command “ On.” This

* It may be faney, but 1 have  uther Ligls regarded the sports-
imapined that coveys hatched near  an's wlﬂtle. 5
railway stations bave less tlmo
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will make him less unwilling hereafter to continue
steady at his point while you are taking a circuit to
head him, and so get wild birds between him and your
gun, (265, 284). The signal for his advancing, when
you are facing him, is the * beckon ” (see 37)

22. Atwodd times let him take the bread the moment
you throw it, that hjs eagerness to rush forward to seize
it may be confinued, only to be instantly restrained at
your command.

23. Your left arm raised perpendicularly, in a similar
manner, should make the young dog lie down. @all out
“Drop,” when so holding up the left hand, and press
him down with the other until he assumes a crouching
position. If you study beauty of attitude, his fore-legs
ought to be extended, and his head rest between them.
Make him lie well down, occasiomally walking round
and round him, gradually increasing the size of the
circte—your eyes on his. Do not let him raise himself
to a sitting posture. If you do, he will have the
greater inclination hereafter to move about : especially
when you want to catch him,in order to chide or correct
him. A haltisall you require for the “ Toho,” and you
would prefer his standing to his point rather than his
lying down,* as you then would run less risk of losing
sight of him in cover, heather, or high turnips, ete.
Setters, however, naturally erouch so muh more than
Pointers, that you will often not be able to prevent
their “falling” when they are close to game Indeed,
I have heard some sportsmen argue in favour of a dog’s
dropphg, “that it rested him,”—an advantage, in my

_ ® This i one reason for giving chance of being cowed in learning
initiatory lessons in the “Toho™ the “ Drop.” If the latter were
before the “Drop.” Amother ia taught first, he might confound
that the dog may aoquire the the “Toho" with it.

“Toho" before he has run the
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opinion in no way vonunensurate witlethe inconveni-
ence that often attends éhe practice,

24. If you arce satizfied with teaching hip in a
slovenly manner, you can employ your right arm both
for the “ Toho and * Drop ;" but that is not quite cor-
reet, for the former is a natural stop (being the pause
to determine exactly where the game is lying, prp-
paratory to rushing in to scize it), whidn you prolong
by art, whilst the other is wholly opposed to nature.
The one altords him areat delight, especially when, from
experience, he has well learned its object: the latter is
always irksome.  Nevertheless, it must be firinly esta-
blished, It is the triumph of your art. It ensures
future obedience.  But it cannot be effectually taught
without ercating mare or less awe, and it should create
awe. It iz obvions, therefore, that it must be advan-
tazeous to make a distinetion between the two signals,
—especially with a timid dog,—for he will not then be
so likely to blink on secing you raise your right hand,
when he is drawing upon game, Nevertheless, there
are hreakers so unreasonable as not only to make that
one signal, but the one word “Drop " (or rather “Down”)
answer both far the ovder to point and the order to
erouch | How can such tuition serve to enlarze adog's
1leas ?

25, To perreet him inthe “ Down,” that difficult part
of his education,—ditficult, because it is unnatural,—
practise it in your walks. At very uncertain, unex-
pected times catch his eye (having previously stealthily
taken hold of the checkeord—a long, light obe), or
whistle to cpll Jiis attention, and then hold up your left

I know of a young man's  cordiug to the method just recom-
reading the first edition of thia mended. Hesucceeded perfectly.
book, nnd taking it into b'% hend Some Tewiers have been 6
to teach his Terrier to point ac-  very useful for cover shooting.
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arm. If he does not instantly drop, jerk the checkcord
violently, and, as before, drag him back to the exact
spot where he should have crouched down. Admit of
no compromise. You must have implicit, unhesitatin
instant obedience. When you quit him, he must not
be allowed to crawl an inch after you. If he attempt
it drive a spike inta the ground, and attach the end of
the checkeord to it, allowing the line to be slack ; then
leave him quickly, and on his running after you he will
be brought up with a sudden jerk. So much the better:
it will slightly alarm him. As before, take him back to
the precise place he quitted,—do thisinvariably though
he may have scarcely moved. There make him again
“ Drop "—always observing to jerk the cord at the
nioment you give the command. After a few trials of
this tethering (say less than a dozen), he will be certain
to lie down steadily, until you give the proper order or
a signal (21), let you run away, or do what you may to
excite him to move. One great advantage of frequently
repeating this lesson, and thus teaching it thoroughly, is,
that your dog will hereafter always feel, more orless, in
subjection, whenever the eord is fastened to his collar.
He must be brought to instantly obey the signal, even
at the extreme limit of his beat.

26. Most probably he will not at first rise when he is
desired. There is no harm in that—a due sense of the
inutility of hon-compliance with the order to *Drop,”
and a wholesome dread of the attendant penalty, will
be advantageous. Go up to him—pat him—and lead
him fopsome paces, “ making much of him, as they say
in the cavalry. Dogs whigh are over-headstrong and'
resolute can only be brought under satisfactory com-
mand by this lessan being indelibly implanted, and I
think a master before he allows the keeper to take a
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pup into the field to show him game should insist
upon haVing ocular deponstration that he is perfect
in the *“ Drop.”

27. When he is well confirmed in this all-important
fesson, obeying implicitly, yet cheerfully, you may
whilst he is lying down (in order to teach him the
“down charge"), go through the motions of loading, on
no account permitting him to stir untik you give him
the forward signal, or say “On.” After a few times you
may fire off a copper cap, and then a little powder, but
be very careful not to alarm him. Until your dog is
quite reconciled to the report of a gun, never take him
up to any one who may be firing. I have, however,
known of puppies being familiarized to the sound by
being at first kept at a considerable distance from the
party tiring, and thep gradually, and by slow degrees,
brought nearer. This can easily be managed at a rifle
or pigeon match, and the companionship of a made-
dog would mueh expedite matters. Whenever, in the
lessons, your young dog has behaved steadily and well
give him a reward. Do not throw it to him ; let him
take it from your hands. It will assist in nmkmg bim
tender mouthed, and in attaching him to you.

28. In some cavalry regiments in India the feeding-
time is denoted by the ﬁring oft of a pistol. This soon
changes a young horsg’s first dread of the report into
eager, joyous expectation. You might, if* you did not
dislike the trouble in a similar manner, soon make your
pup regard the report of a gun as the gratifying sum-
mons to his dinner, but coupled with the undersianding
that, as a preliminary step, he is to erouch the instans
he hears the sound. After a little perseverance you
would so well succeed that you waeuld not be obliged
even to raise your hand. If habituatd to wait patiently
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at the “drop,” however hungry he may be, before he is
permitted to taste his food, it % reasonable to think he
will remain at the “down-charge,” yet more patiently
before he is allowed to “seek dead.”

29. If your pupil be unusually timid, and you cannot
banish his alarm on hearing the gun, couple him to
another dog which has no such foolish fears, and will
steadily “ down-charge.” The confidence of the one will
impart confidence to the other. Fear and joy are feel
ings yet more contagious in animals than in man, It is
the visible, joyous animation of the old horses that so
quickly reconciles the cavalry colt to. the sound of the
“ feeding-pistol.”

30. A keeper who had several dogs to break would
find the advantage of pursuing the cavalry plan just
noticed. Indeed, he might extend it still further, by
having his principal indoor drill at feeding-time, and
by enforcing, but in minuter details, that kennel disci-
pline which has brought many a pack of hounds to
marvellous obedience.* He should place the food in
different parts of the yard. He should have a short
checkcord on all his pupils; and, after going slowly
through the motions of loading (the dogs having regu-
larly “down-charged " on the report of the gun), he
should call each separately by name, and by signals of
the hand send them successively to different, but desig-
nated feeding-troughs, He might then call a dog to
him which had commenced eating, and, after a short
abstinence, make him go to another trough. He might
bring tavo to his heels and make them change trouzhs
and so vary the lesson tha, in a short time, with the

There ia often such simila- etruck who for the first time seea
rity in the names of houmds, that them go to their meals, one by
person cannot but be mueh ooe as they are called.
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aid of the checkevds, he wonld have them under such
complete command that they would afterwards give
lim comparatively but little trouble in the field. As
they became more and more submissive, he would
aradually retive fartlrer and further, so as, at length, to
have his orders obeyad, when at a considerable distance
from his pupils. The small pottion of time these lessons
would veeupy, comparcd with their valuable resulls,
shouldl warn him most forcibly not to negleet them.

31, All keepers will acknowledge that, excepting a systematie
heat, there is nothing more dilienlt to teach a Pointer or Setter
-hau to refrain from *° pursning Hare,”  They will concede that
there is a natural tendeney in the breed to stand at game ; and, as
i necessary consequence, they must admit that they would have
far more tronble in weaning o young foxhound from the habit,
whose every instinet urzes Iim to chase.  And yet these kecpera
may duily see not merely one hound, but a whole pack, in the
highest condition, full of energy and spirits, drawing a cover alive
with Hares, not one of which a single dog will even look at.
Should not this fact convinee a keeper that, if he is often obliged
to apeak londly to the brace of dogs he calls broken, there must be
something radieally wrong in his management 7 T he sulisfied
that he bewan their education auﬂicivﬂtf}' carly, and that he has
heen uniforinly consistent since its dommencement |

32, If you have to break in a shooting puny, you must adopt
some sucheplan as that named in 27 and 28 to make hin steady,
Your object will be never to alarm him, and gradually to render
him fond of the souml of the gan.  To effeet this you will keep
the pistol, or whatever arms you use, for a long time out of hia
sight. Cowmence by burning lut little powder, and fire™ at
yome distance from lim,  Always give him a slice of carrot or
:|1r|llh: immediately after he hews the report, and, if you act
judicivusly and patiently, he will soon love the sound.  You may
then five in his presence (fwrniny your back wpon him as if he
were not a perty e any way coneerisd), and, by degrees, approach
nearer and neaver ; but do not o quite into lus stall —that
would make him shwink or start, and you wish to banish all
nervousness ; the least precipitation would undoe you; therefore
begin in the stable, with only using a copper cap. Need I
eaution you against tiving if near any straw !

33. Confidenge being fully established, pnrsue the same plan
when you ride tne pony. Again commence with a copper eap,

It would expedite matters  you rewained near the pony to
much if the grovm did this while  fued biwd, or vice versd,
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only by slow degrees coming to the full charge. As before,
always reward lam after every discharge, and also at the moment
when you pull up and throw the reins on his neck. If he finds
he gets slices of carrot when he stands stock-still, he will soon
become so anxious to be stationary that you will have to ride
with spurs to keep himn to his work. By such means you could
get him to lead over fences and stand on the other'side umtil
you remount. Many I had in Ireland a chestnut
which did not belie his mlwrl?ﬂr I purchased him far below his
value on account of his great 1mpatunmty with hounds. He had
8 bad habit of rushing at his leaps, but riding him in a smooth
snaffle, and oftan giving him slices of carrot, g'mdually cured his
unpntunﬁ, and he ultimately became very gentle and ]ﬂanunt
A naval officer, well known to a friend o‘f mine, finding

not by other means make his pony stand when the dogs pointed,
used, sailor-like, to anchor thé animal by ** heavin ﬂ&l'bnnrd
(as he expressed it) a heavy weight to which a line fromn the
curb-bit was attached. The weight was carried in one of the
holster pipes—in the other was invariably stowed away a liberal
allowance of *‘ Grog and Prog."”
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INITIATORY LESSONS CONTINUED. SPANIELS.

a1, 35. Inltiatory Lessons in ' Dead ™ and ™ Beek " continned. —38. Inm Signals to
bunt to the * right*=.* left "=-" forward.”—37. In the * Beckond® Woodcock
Shooticg in America.—38. In looking to you for instroctions.—38. In " Care.”
—40, Always give & rewnard,—41. In “Up" -sayes using Puozzle-peg -
42, Dog to cavry Nose high.—43. Initiatory Lesson in "Footing "' o Scent.—
44, In ™ Heel,"—45. In " Gooe or " Awer."—48, In " Feopca " or " Ware-
fence.”"—47. " No" a belter word thon * Ware."—48, Accustomed to couples.
—48 Initiatory Lessons indoors wilth a Companion- when one ** dropa™ the
other Lo " drop."—50. Makes * Backing " quickly understood.—51. Initintory
Lessons with a Companic n in the Fields, —52. Initiatory Lessons save Time—
make Dogs fond of hunting.— 53. Checkeord deseribed. Wildest Dogs possess
most energy.—5h _Adyantages of Checkeord explained—Spaniels broken in
by it.—53. Lad to act ns Whipper-in.—66. Retriever that acted as Whipper-
in,.—57. Jealousy made bim act the part. Might be taught to retrieve.—
58, Instend of " down-charge " coming to " beel." =68, As Puppies kept closs
to you, mot to "eelf-bunt"—" broke” from hure.—60. Blacksmith ctrapa
Horse's Leg above Hocle—Dog's similarly confined—Shot-belt roond the
necks of wildest.—61,. Hunted in Gorse.—62. Ace when zhown Gome,
Exumple of good Spaniela cvantageons.—83, Perfected in ' Drop “—taaght
to “seck dend"—to * ferch "—entered at Hedgerows and lightast Covers.
Bellz to Collors.—&4, To bunt further side of Hedge.—63. How Sporizsmen
may uid Keeper. In note, Covers fur Pheasaots, Hints to Trros rn Shoot-
ing and Londing (See A ppeadiz).— 6, Exporienced Spnuiels slacken Pace on
Gume.—67. Difficult to work young oned in Silence.—068, Spaniels that
Pointed. —89, Game first accustomedl to, most liked.—-70. Principal requisites
in Spaniels,—71. The signal * to point with finger."—72. Following Cockera
& Young ¥an's work.—73. Edocation differs in different Tenms.—74. One
and a half couple of large Spanicls sufficient. One of the Team to retrieve,
—7h. Clumbers procurisg more Shots in Turnips than Pointers.—7d. Lord
P——n's highly-lwoken Team.—77. Of small Cockers three couple s Team.,
Whnt coustitutes Perfection.—78. HRetriever willh Team. Dake of New-
custle’s Eeepers.—T0. Some Temns allowed to buut Flick.—80. Rabbits shot
to a Team in Gm=me. Shooting Lo Dengles deseribed. —81. Markers necessary
with wild Spaniels.--82. Cover beat with wildest Dogs before shot in.
Woodeocks.—s3 Old Sportsmen prefer mute Spaniels.—54, Babblers best
in some Countrics, Cock-sbooting in Albanin,—85. Hog am' Desr in ditto,—
B6. Glorious mouwth’s Sport in the Morea,—87. Handy old Setters capital in
light cover. Attention necessary when first entered.—88. C——¢'s Pointers
as goud in cover as on tHe slublble.—89. Pointer that ran to opposite side of
Thicket to Hush Gome towsrds Gun.—5). Water Spaniels, how broken.—
gl. Shepherd's Forward Sigunl best for Water Retrievers.—82. Wild Fowl
reconnoitrad with Telescope,—43, Qunlitics required in Water Retrig o= In
uote, Ponchers in Bonow. Beast or man of ove uniform eoloar easily detected,
=fk Ducks emti a toleruble scent—'" Flint™ sud Mr, C—-e's Setter.—
5. Bteady Epaniels in Rice Lokes,

34. WHEN your young dog is tolers bly well advanced
in the lessons which you have been advised to practise
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hide a piece of bread or biscuit. Say “Dead, dead.”
Call him to you (44). Let Mfim remain by you for
nearly @ minute or two. Then say “ Find,” or “ Seek.”
Accompany him in his search. By your actions and
gestures make him fancy you are yourself looking about
for something, for dogs are observing, one might say,
imitative, creatures.  Stoop and move your right hand
to and fro near the ground. Contrive that he shall
come upon the bread, and reward him by premitting
him to eat it.

35. After a little time (a few days [ mean), he will
show the greatest cagerness on your saying, at any un-
expected moment, “ Dead.” He will connect the word
with the idea that there is something very desirable
concealed near him, and he will be all impatience to be
off and find it; but make him fast come to you (for
reason, see 269). Keep him half a minute. Then say
“Find,” and, without.your accompanying him, he will
search for what you have previously hidden. Always
let him be encouraged to perseverance by discovering
something acceptable.

36. Unseen by him, place the rewsrds (one ata time)
in different parts of the room, under the rug or carpet,
and more frequently on a chair, a table, or a low shelf.
He will be at a lossin what part of the room to search,
Assist him by a motion of your arm and hand. A
wave of the right arm and hand to the right will soon
show him that he is to hunt to the right, as he will find
there. The corresponding wave of the left hand and
armedt the left will explain to him that he is to make

“ Iruitative crestures |" who  willbe surprised to see lww quickly
can doubt it 7 If you makeanold the young one will learn the trick,
dqf-‘m‘ ick several times  especially if he has seen that the
in sight of & one whoe ol® dog was always rewarded {-g
is watching the you his obedience,
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a cast to the left. The underhand bowler’s swing of the
right hand and arm will show that he is to hunt in a
forward direction® Your occasionally throwing the
delicacy (in the directton you wish him to take), whilst
waving your hand, will aid in making him eomprehend
the signal. You may have noticed how well, by wairh.
ing the action of a boy’s arm, his litdle cur judgés
towards what point to ron for the expected stone.

37. When the hidden object is near you, but between
you and the dog, make him come towards you to seek
for it, beckoning him with your right hand. When he
is at a distance at the “ Drop,” if you are accustomed
to recompense him for good behaviour, you can employ
this signal to make him rise and run towards you for
his reward (and, according to my judgment, he should
always join you after the “ dnwn—charge,“ 271). By
these means you will thus familiarise him with a very
useful signal ; for that signal will dause him to approach
you in the field, when you have made a circuit to head
him at his point (knowing that birds will then be lying
somewhere between you and hifn), and want him to
draw nearer to the birds and you, to show you exactly
where they are. This some may call a superfluous re-
finement, but I hope you will consider it a very killing
accomplishment, and bging easily taught, it were a pity
to neglect it When a Setter is employed in eock-
shooting, the advantage of using this signal is very

Obedience lo all such signals day retrieving, as instanced in
prill hereafter be taught out of 277, it will be your aimsi~ gﬂ
doors at gradu increased dis- him not to seek
tances : and to rm him in the to watch your signals, un m:g
babit of sniffing high in the air obeying them you will have
(41) for whatever you may then him closgpto where the nbjm'l: lies,
hide, put the bread or meat st which precise moment will
lﬂuknrhunh,butHWmahﬂgo say " and
(176). With the view to hissome  cesse mak ln;!url'.'hlrdpn
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apparent. While the dog is steadily pointing it enables
the sportsman to look for a favourable opening, anid
when he has posted himself to his satisfaction, to sizm
to the Setter (or if out of sight tell him) to advanee
and flush the bird : when, should the sportsman have
selected his position with judginent, he will generally
get a shot. I have seen this wcthod very successfully
adopted in Amerieca, where the forests are usually so
dense that cocks are only found on the outskirts in the
underwood.

38. After a little time he will regularly look to you
for directions. Encourage him to &o so; it will make
him hereafter, when he is in the field, desivous of hunt-
ing under your eye, and induee lnm to look to you,in a
similar manner, for instructions im what direction he is
to search for game. Observe haav a child watches its
mother’s eye ; so will a dor watch yours, when he be-
comes*interested in your movements, and finds that you
frequently notice bhim.

39. Occasionally, when he approaches any of the
spots where the bread lies hidden, say “Cage,” and
slightly raise your right hand. He will quickly con:
sider this word, or signal, as an intimadion that he i
near the object of his search.

40. Never deceive him in any of these words and
signs, and never disappoint hin: of the expected reward.
Praise and caress him for good conduct ; rate him for
bad. Make it a rule throughout the whole course of
his education, out of doors as fully as within, to act
upaet this system. You will find that caresses and sub-
stantial rewards are far greater incentiwes to exertion
than any fears of punishment,

41. Your pup faviog become a tolerable proficient in
these lessons, you may beneficially extend them by
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employing the word “ Up,” as a commagd that he is to
sniff higlein the air to find the hidden bread or meat,
lying, say on a shelf or on the bagk of a sofa. He will,
comparatively speaking, be some time in acquiring a
kmowledge of the meaming of the word, and many would
probably term it an over-refinement in canine education;
but I must own I think you will act judiciously if Yop
teach it perfectly in the initiatory lessons, for the word
“Up,” if well understood, will frequently save your
putting on the puzzle-peg. For this you would be
obliged te employ, should your dog prove disobedient
and be acquiring the execrable habit of “ raking,” as it
is termed, instead of searching for the delicious efluvia
with his nose carried high in the air. Colonel Hawker
much recommends the puzszle-peg, but I confess I would
not fetter the dog by using it, unless compelled by his
hereditary propensity to hunt-foot.

42. Whenever birds can be sought for in the.wind,
the dog should thus hunt the field (and the higher he
carries his nose the better), for, independently of the
far greater chance of finding them, they will allow the
dog to come much nearer than when he approaches
them by the foot; but of this more anon (185, 186).

43. Setters and Pointers naturally hiunt with their
noses sufficiently close to the ground—they want ele-
vating rather than depressing Notwithstanding, you
will do well to show your pupil a few times ofit of doors
how to work out a scent, by dragging a piece of bread
unperceived by him down wind through grass, and then
letting him “feot ” it out. Try him for a few yar(gat
firat ; you can gradually increase the length of the drag.
You must not, lwwever, practise this initiatory lesson
‘oo frequently, lest you give him the wretched custom
of pottering.
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HEEL—" A buckwanl low wave of the right haml,” = Par, 44,
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44, The word “ Heel,” and a backward low wave of
the right hand and arm to the rear (the reverse of the
underhand cricket-bowler's swing), will, after a few
times, bring the dog close behind you. Keep him theze
a while and pat him, but do not otherwise reward him.
The object of the order was to make him instantly give
1tp hunting, and come to your heels. This signal cannot
be substituted for the “beckan.” The one is an order
always obeyed with reluctance (being a command to
leave off hunting), whereas the “ beckon™ is merely an
instruction in what direction to beat, and will be at-
tended to with delight. The signal “heel,” however,
when given immediately after loading, is an exception ;
for the instructions about “Dead,” in xi of paragraph
171, will show that, without yout speaking, it may be
made to impart the gratifying intelligence of your
having killed. See also 277.

45. *T'o teach him to attach a meaning to the word
“Gone,” or “ Away,” or “ Flown,” * (select which you
will, but do not ring the changes,) you may now rub a
piece of meat (if you have no one but your seevant to
scold you) in some place where the dog is accustomed
frequently to find, and when he is sniffiag at the place
say “Gone,” or “ Away.” This he will, after some
trials. perceive to be an intimation that it is of no use
to continua hunting for it.

46. You will greatly facilitate his acquiring the
meaning of the command “ Fence®” or “ Ware fence,”
if, from time to time, as he is quitting the room through
tha open door or garden window, you restrain him by
calling out that word.

* The least comprebensive and  cal gmmiparian, understands it
logical of the expressiohs, yet one W apply to “fur™ as well as
often used. A dog, being no criti-  * feather,”
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47. Whenever, indeed, you wish him %o desist from
doing anything, call out “ Ware " (pronounced “War "),
as it will expedite his hereafter understandipg the
terms, “ Ware sheep,” *“ Ware chase,” and “ Ware lark.”
The last expression to be used when he is wasting his
time upon the scent of anything but game—a fault best
cured by plenty of birds being killed to him. However,
the simple word “ No,” omitting “ Chase,” or “ Fence,”
might be substituted advantageously for “ Ware.” All
you want him to do is to desist from a wrong action.
That sharp sound—and when necessary it can be clearly
thundered out—cannot be misunderstood.

48. That your young dog may not hereafter resist the
couples, yoke Lhim occasionally to a stronger dog, and
for the sake of peace, and in the name of all that is
gallant, let it be to the one of the other sex who appears
to be the greatest favourite,

49. When he is thus far advanced in his edueatibn,
and tolerably obedient, which he will soon becowme if
you are consistent, and patient, yet strict, you can, in
further pumuance of Astley's plan, associate him in his
lessons with a companion. Should you be breaking
in another youngster (though one at a time you will
probably find quite enough, especially if it be your
laudable wish to give him hereafter a well-confirmed
scientific range), they can now be brought together for
instruction. You must expect to witness the same
jealousy which they would exhibit on the stubble.
Both will be anxious to hunt for the bread, and in
restraining them alternately from so doing, you mact
tie obedience which you will require hereafter in the
field, when in their natural eagerness they wil) endea-
vour, unless you properly control them, to take the
point of birds from one another; or, in their rivalry
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run over the taint of a wounded bird, instead of eol-
lectedly and perseveringly working out the scent. You
can throw a bit of toast and make them “Toho" it, and
then let the dog you name take it. In the same way
you can let each alternately searth for a hidden piece,
after both have come up to you, on your saying “Dead.”
[ wwuld also advise you to accustom each dog to “drop,”
without any eommand from you, the moment he sces
that the other is down.

50. Those lessons will almost ensure their hereafter
instantly obeying, and nearly instantly compréhending
the object of the signal to “back ™ any dog which may
be pointing game.

51. When you take out two youngsters for exercise,
while they are romping about, suddenly call one into
“heel.” After a time again send him off on his gambols.
Whistle to catch the eye of the other, and signal to him
to jein you, By working them thus alternately, while
they are fresh and full of spirits, you will habituate
them to implicit obedience. When the birds are wild,
and you are anxivus to send a basket of game to a
friend, it is very satisfactory to be able merely by a
sign, without uttering a word, to Liing the other dogs
into “ heel,” leaving the ground to the careful favourite,
Teach the present lesson well, and you go far towards
attaining the desired result.

52. I trust you will not object to the minutiz of these
initiatory lessons, and fancy you have not timme to attend
to them. By teaching them well, you will gain time—
much §ime—and the time that is of most value to you
as a sportsman ; for when your dog is regularly hunting
to your gun, his every faculty ought to be solely devoted
to finding hirds, arl his undisturbed intellects exclu-
sively given to aid you in bagging them, instead of
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being bewildered by an endeavour to comprehend novel
signals ar words of command. I putfit to you asa
sportsman, whether he tvill not have the more delight
and ardour in hunting, the move he feels that he-under-
stands your instructions? and, further, I ask you,
whether he will not be the more sensitively alive to
the faintest indication of a haunt, and more readily
follow it up to a sure find, if he be umembarrassed by amy
anxiety to make out what you mean, and be in no way
alarmed at the consequences of not almost instinetively
nnderstanding your wishes ?

53. In all these lessons, and those which follow in
the field, the checkeord will wonderfully assist you.

THF CHECK- -** AULD HAamD!™

Indeed, it may be regarded as the instructor's right
hand. It can be employed so mildly as not to inti-
midate the most gentle, and it can, without the aid of
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any whip, be used with such severity, or, I should rather
say, perseverance, as to conquer the most wild and
headstrong, and these are sure to be dogs of the greatest
travel and endurance, The cord may be from ten to
twenty-five * yards long, according to the animal’s dis

position, and may be gradually shortened as he gets
mare and more under cdbmmand. Even when it is first
employed you can put on a shorter cord, if you perceive
that he is becoming tired. Ia thick stubble, especially
if cut with a sickle, the drag will be greater, far greater
than when the cord glides over heather. Thesord may
be of the thickness of what some call strong lay-cord,
but made of twelve threads, Sailors would kaow it by
the name of log-line or cod-line. To sawve the end from
fraying it can be whipped with thread, which is better
than tying a knot, because it is thus less likely to be-
come entangled.

55. Hunted with such a cord, the most indomitable
dog, when he is perfectly obedient to the “drop,” is nearly
as amenable to command as if the end of the line were
in the breaker’s hand. By no other means can

SPANIELS

be quickly broken in. The general object of the trainer
is to restrain them from ranging at a distance likely to
spring game out of gun-shot, and to make them perfect
to the “down-charge.” If one of these high-spirited
animals will not range close when talled to by whistle

* With a resolute, reckless, thinner the cord the more readily

deg you may advan- does it become entangled ; as a
a thinner cord rule, a checkedtd caonot be tou

of double that , whereas, firmly twiste®—a soft one quickly
the shortest line will sometimes gets knotted and tioubl-some
pnr!nt-n timid an%nal from  (See note to 262.)

ranging freely. By-tle bye, the
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or name, the breaker gets hold of the cotd and jerks it;
this makes the dog come in a few paces; another jerk
or two makes him approarh closer, and then the breaker,
by himself retiring with his face towards the spaniel,
calling out his name (or whistling), and occasionally
jerking the cord, makes him quite submissive,-and more
disposed to obey on future occasions.

55. In training a large team it is of much advantage
to the keeper to have a lad to rate, and, when necessary,
give the skirters a taste of the lash,—in short, to act
as whipper-in. The keeper need not then carry a whip,
or at least often wse it, which will make his spaniels all
the more willing to hunt close to him.

5G. Lord A r's head gamekeeper was singularly
aided : he possessed a four-legged whipper-in. A few
years ago, while Mr D s (M.P. for a South-Eastern
county) was with a shooting party at his Lordship's,
the keeper brought into the field a brace of powerful
retrievers, and a team of spaniels, among which were
two that had never been shot over. On the first phea-
sant baing killed, all the old spapiels dropped to shot,
but one of the young ones rushed forward and mouthed
the bird. The person who had fived ran on to save it,
but the keeper called aloud, and requested him not
to move. The man then made a signal to one of the
retrievers to go. He did so instantly, but, instead of
meddling with the bird, he seized the spaniel, lifted him
up, and shook him well,  The moment the pup could
vscape, he came howling to the “heels ” of the keeper,
and lay down among his companions. The keep® then
confessed that a couple of the spaniels had never been
shot to ; but he confidently assured the sportsmen they
would see before thedlay was over that the pups behaved
tully as steadily as the old dogs, and explained to the
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party how the retriever did all the disagreeable work
and, indeed, nearly relicved him of every trouble in
breaking in the youngsters. On the next few shots this
novel schoolmaster was again deputed to show his pupils
that he would not allow his special duties as a retriewer
to Le interfered with. Both the young dogs, having
befn thus well chastised, became more careful, made
only partial rashes to the front, when a recollection of
their punishment and a dread of their four-footed tutor
brought them slinking back to their older companions,
As the keeper had averred, they soon leamed their
lesson completely—gave up all thoughts of chasing
after shot, and quietly crouched down with ¢he other
dogs.

57. I can easily imagine that it was a feeling of
jealousy which first prompted the retriever to thrash
some spaniel who was endeavounng to carry off a bird,
and that the clever kecper encouraged him in doing so,
instantly perceiving the value of such assistance. Itis
worth a consideration whether it woull not be advisable
to train the retriever employed with a team to give this
assistance. A dog of a quarrelsome disposition could be
taught, by your urging him, to seize any spaniel who
might be mouthing a bird, in the same manner you
would set on a young terrier to fly at a rat.

58. Doubtless it is the highest training to teach a
team to “ down-charge,” but most breakers make their
spaniels come into “heel,” or rather gather close around
them (by the word “ round ), whenever a gun is dis-
charged. This plan, though so injudicieus in the case
of pointers or setters, is but little objectionable in the
case of spaniels, for spaniels, in their small swecp in-
wards, are not likely to spring game while the guns are
unloaded. It certainly possesses this werit, that it s
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readily taught to puppies (with the aid of a whipper-in)
by the trainer's giving them some delicacy on their
rejoining him. It may be urged, too, that the.method
much removes any necessity for noise in calling to a
Eug, whereas, with a team trained to the “down-
charge,” however highly broken, it will occasionally
happen that the keeper (or assistant) has to rate some
excited skirter for not instantly “dropping.” Moreover,
in thick cover an infraction of the irksome rule to
““down-charge ” may sometimes escape detection, which
might fead to future acts of insubordination. The
lamented Prince Albert's team of Clumbers “down-
charge, but the greatest attention could be given and
was given to ‘them. They were admirably broken, and
I might add, were ghot over by a first-rate hand.

59. When exercising young spaniels it is a good plan
to habituate them, even as puppies, never to stray
further from you than about twenty yards, With them,
even more than with other kinds of dogs trained for the
gun, great pains should be taken to prevent their having
the opnostunity of “ self-hunting.” If it is wished to
break from hare, the method to be followea is mentioned
in 334, &c., for with spaniels as with setters (or pointers)
1t 1s always advisable to drag them back to the spot
from which they started in pursuit.

60. Occastonally you may see a country blacksmith,
when preparing to shoe the hind-legs of a cart-horse
that appears dispqsed to make a disagreeable use of his
heels, twist the long hair at the end of his tail, raise
the foot that is to be shod, pass the twisted haireround
che leg immediately above the bock, and by these means
press the tendon close to the bone. The tail assists in
retaining the leg in position, and thus for the time the
limb is rendered powetless. Acting much upon this
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coercive princigle, but discarding the aid of the tail,
some breakers slightly confine a hind-leg of their most
unruly gpaniels with a soft bandage, shifting it from one
leg to the other about every hour. Possibly a loop of
vuleanized india-rubber, being clastic, would best answer
the purpose. Restrained in this manner, a dog is less
likely to tumble about and become injured than if one
of his fore-legs had been passed through his collar.
Other breakers, when hunting many couples together,
fasten a belt with a few pounds of shot round the necks
of the wildest. But the sooner such adjuncts to disci-
pline can be safely discarded the better ; for “ brushing "
a close cover is severe work., Gorse is the most trying,
Its prickles are so numerous and fine that the ears and
eyes of every spaniel hunted in it ought to be separately
examined on returning home, and well bathed in warm
water. Their eyes ave peculiarly liable to be injured by
dust and gravelfrom their hunting so close to the ground.

61. To give young spaniels sufficient courage to face
the most entangled cover, a judicious trainer will ocea-
sionally introduce them to thick brakes, or gorse, early
in the morning, or in the evening, when the noise of his
approach will have made the pheasants feeding in the
neighbourhood run far into it for shelter. The efluvia
of the birds will then so excite the young dogs, especially
if cheered with good companionship (which always
creates emulation), that they will utterly disregard the
pricks and scratches of the strongest furze.

62. If the time of year will permit it, they should be
shows game when about nine or ten months old, Ata
more advanced age they would be less amenable to con
trol. Happily the example of a riotous pup will not be
80 detrimental to the discipline of the rest of the team
as the example of an ill-condueted companion would be
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to a pointer (or setter), for the iufluence of thoronghly
steady spaniels makes the pup curtail his range sooner
than mirht be expected. Finding that he is not fol-
lowed by his associates, he soon rejoins them.

63. A judicious breaker will regard perfection in the
“alrop ™ (23 to 26) as the mainspring of his educational
system. He will teach his young spaniels to “séek
dead "' (34, 35, 43), where directed by signs of the hand.
He will instruct them in “fetehing " (109, 107, &ec.),
with the view to some of them hereafter retrieving. He
will accustom them to hunt hedgerows, and light open
copses—Dbecause always under his eye—Dbefore taking
them into closer cover.  Nor until they are under some
command, and well weaned from noticing vermin and
small Lirds, will he adlow them to enter gorse or strong
thickets, and then he will never neclect (though pro-
Lably he will have used thew before) to attach bells of
different sounds to the collars of his several pupils (one
to each), so that his car may at all times detect any
truant straying beyond bounds, and thus enable him
to rate,tht delinquent by name. In this manner he
establislies the uselyl feeling elsewhere spoken of (383),
that whether Re be within or out of sight, he is equally
aware of every impropriety that is committed,

64, Younyg spanicls, when they have been steadily
Lroken in not to hunt too far ahiead on the instructor’s
side of the hedge, may be permitted to beat on the
other; and this, when only one person is shooting, is
generally their most useful position, for they are thus
wore likely to drive the vame towards the gun.

65. If a keeper is hunting the team, while you and a
friend ave beating narrow belts or strips of wood,® should

* The printer finde this Mote on  long that he will place it in ap
covers, shooting, and lvading, %o  Appendix.
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you and he be placed, as is usual, on the outside, a little
ahead of the keeper (ome to hig right, the other to his
left), you would much aid himin preventing the young
spaniels from ranging wildly were you to turn your
face towards him whenever you saw any of them gettin®
too fa: in advance, for they will watch the guns as much
as they willhim. They should never range further than
thirty yards fiemn the gun.

66. Among spaniels the greht advanta e of age and
experience is more apparent than in partridge-dogs. A
young spaniel cannot keep to a pheasant’s tait like an
old one. He may push the bird for forty or fifty yards
if judiciously managed. After that he is alm®st sure,
from impatience, either to lose it or rush in and flush
out of shot, whereas an old cocker. who has had much
game shot over him, is frequently knowing enough to
slacken his pace, instead of increasing it, when he first
touches on birds apparently quite sensible that he ought
to give the gun time to approach before he presses toa
flush.

67. Even good spaniels, however well bred, if they
have not had great experience, generally road too fast.
Undeniably they are difficult animals to educate, and it
requires much watchfulness, perseverance, and attention
at an early age, so to break in a team of young ones
that they shall keep within gun range, without your
being compelled to halloo or whistle to ther. But
some few are yet more highly trained.

68. Mr. N n, when in France, had a lively, in-
telligent liver and white ecocker, which -would work
busily all day long within gun-shot; and which pos
sessed the singular accomplishient of steadily pointing
all game that lay well, and of not rushing in until the
sportsman had cowe close to han. But this s a case of
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high breaking mnore curious than useful, for spaniels are
essentially springers, noj pointers, and the little animal
must frequently have been lost sight of in cover. The -
Messrs, W e, allnded to in 531, had also a cocker
tnat regularly pointed. Our grandfathrrs used to apply
the term springers solely to large spaniels—never to the
Duke of Marlborougl's small breed, which was gre&tly
prized.

69. A dog is senerally most attached to that deserip-
tion of sport and soonest recognises the scent of that
came to which he has principally been accustomed in
youth. He will through life hunt most diligently where
he first Bad the delight of often finding. The utility
therefore is obvious of introducing spaniels at an early
are to close ecovers and hedeerows, and setters and
pointers to heather and stubble,

70. In spaniels, feathered sterns and long ears are
much admired, hut obviously the latter must spffer in
thick underwood. The chief requisite in all kinds of
spaniels is, that they be good finders, and have noses so
true that §hey will never overrun a scent. Should they
do so when footing an old cock plieasant, the chances
are that he will double back on the exact line by which
he came. They should be high-mettled, as regardless
of the severest weather as of the most punishing cover,
and ever readly to spring into the closest thicket the
moment a pointed finger gives the commantl,

71. A comprchension of the signal made by the
tinger (which is far neater than the raising of the hand
deseribed in"84, but not so quickly understood) might
%ith advantage be imparted to all dogs trained for the
oun, in order tb make them hunt close exactly where
dirvected. It isusually taught by pointing with the fore-
finger of the right hand«to pieces of*biscuit, previously
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concealed, near easily recognised tufts of grass, weeds
&e It is beautiful to see how correetly, promptly, yet
quietly, some spaniels will work in every direction thus
indicated.

72. Breasting a strong cover with cockers is mom
suited to young than to old men,
raj#dly, and stick close when a dog is on the road of
feather. A slot will then infallibly be obtained, if a
good dog be at work; for the more elosely a bird is
pressed, the hatter gets the scent.  If a pheasant found
in thick cover on marshy ground near water—a locality
they much like in hot weather—is not closely pushed,
he will so twist, and turn, and double upon oMl tracks
that none but the most experienced dogs Will be able to
stick to him,

73. The preceding observations respecting spaniels
apply to all descriptions employed on land-service
whether of the strong kind, the Sussex breed and the
Clumber, or the smallest cockers, Blenheims and King
Charles’.  But whether they are to be trained not to
hunt flick 1 (the most difficult part of their tnition, and
in which there is generally most failure), and whether
they shall be bred to give tungue, or run mute, will
depend wuch upon the nature of the country to be
hunted, and vet more upon the taste of the proprietor.

The gun must follow

ui the scent. In strung Ligh tur-
nips he s employed with nuch

These fetch immense fanecy
prices when %ell shaped—black

and tap, without a single white
hair, and loog ecared. DBut this
breed ia nearly uvaeless to the
sportsman, whereas the Blenbeiw
is u lively diligent little fellow in
light cover, and from his dimiou-
tive gize threads his way through
low thick brushwood mure readily
than might at first be imagined,
being incited to great pergeverance
by A most enthusiastic Bojoyment

advantage to spring the partridge,
He crevyg undder, where a larger
dog would be constantly jumping.

t For the bgpefit of those
who have the good fortune, or
the bad furtune as the case mayg
be, of always living within the
sound of Buw Bells, * Flick,” be
it observed, in a synonym for
“ Fur,” thereby meaning Hare, or
ItsbLit.
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No fixed rules can be given for a sport that varies so
much as cover-shooting.

74. Of the large kind, most sportsmen will think o
couple and a half a sufficient number to hunt at a time.
Ctrtainly one of them should retrieve: and they ought
to be well broken in not to notice flick. These dogs are
most esteemed when they run hute. If they do, they
must be hunted with bells in very thick ¢over; but the
less bells are employed the better, for the tinkling sound,
in a greater or smaller degree, annoys all game. . Such
dogs, when good, are very valuable.

75. I'once shot ovgr a team of Clumber spaniels belonging to
Mr. D——z. The breed (the Duke of Newcastle's, takin tlgmir
name from one of his seats) are mostly white with a little lemon
colour, have large sensible heads, thick, short legs, silky coats,
carry their sterms low, and hunt perfectly mute. %?hﬂ team kept
within twenty vr twenty*five yards of the keeper, were trained to
acknowledge rabbits, as well as all kinds of game; and in the
country Mr, D——z was then shooting over afforded capital sport.
One of the spaniels was taught to retrieve. He would follow to
any distance, and scldom failed to bring. A regular netriever
was, however, generally taken out with them. Mr, D z told
me that they required very judicious management, and encourage-
ment rather than severity, as undue whipping soon made them
timid. They are of a delicate constitution. He rather surprised
me by saying that his spaniels, from working quietly and ranging
close (therefore alarmjng the birds less), procured him far more
shots in turnips than his pointers; ‘and he had three that looked
of the right sort. He explained matters, however, by telling me
that it was his practice to make a circuit round the outskirts of
& turnip or potato field before hunting the inner parts. This of
course greatly tgnded to prevent the birds breaking (401). A
juvenile sportaman would rejoice in the services of the spaniels,
for many a rabbit wonld they procure for him without the aid
of powder and shot.

76. When Colonel M——, who died in Syria, was stationed
with his troop of Horse Artillery at Pontefract, he was asked to
shoot partridge® at Lord P——n’s seat in Yorkshire. On meet-
ing the gamekeeper, according to appointment, he found him
surrounded by & team of Clummbex spaniels. Colonel M——, in
somie surprise at seing no setters or pointers, remarked that he
had expected some partridge shooting. * I know it,” answered
the man, “*and I hope tg show you some sport.” Tothe inquiry
why one of the spaniels was muzzled, the keeper said that his
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master had threatened to shoot it should it azain give tongue,
and, as it possessed a particularly fine nose, he (the kesper) was
anxious not to lese it. They walked on, and scon the man told
M to be prepared, as the spaniels were feathering. A covey
rose, "The Colonel, who was a good shot, killed right and left.
All the Clumbers dropped instantly. When he was reloading,
the keeper begred him to say which of the dogs should retrieve
the game. M-—— pointed to a broad-headed dog lying in the
middle, when the keeper directed by name the spaniel so favoured
to®e off. It quickly fetched one of the birds. The keeper then
a%ked M—— towchoose some other dog to bring the remaining
bird—a runner. He did so, and the animal he selected to act
as retriever performed the duty very cleverly ; the rest of the
team remainin%lquitc still until its return.

The Colonel had eapital sport, killing nearly twentybrace, and
the dogs behaved beautifully throughout the day. When after-
wards relating the circumstances, he observed that, although an
old eportsman, he had seldom been so grat#fied, as it was a novel
scene to him, who had not been accustomed to shoot over spaniels.

77. Of small cockers, three couples appear ample to
form a team. Some teams of small springers greatly
exceed this number, and many sportsmen shoot over
more than a couple and a half of the larger spaniels;
but it is a question whether, in the generality of cases,
the gun would not benefit by the number being dimi-
nished rather than increased. The smaller an pumber
the team, the greater is the necessity that none of them
should stick too close to “heel.” The difficulty is to
make them hunt far enough, and yet not too far. At
least one of the number should retrieve well. If they
give tongue, it ought to be in an intellighble manner ;
softly, whea they first come on the hunt of a cock, but
making the cover ring again with their joyous melody
when once the bird is flushed. A first-rate cocker will
never deceive by opening upon an old hfunt, nor yet
find the gun unprepared by delaying to give due warning
before he flushes the bird. When cocks are abundant
some teams are broken, mot only to avoid flick, but
actually not to notice a pheasant, or anything beside
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woodeock. Hardly any price would tempt a real lover
of cock-shooting, in a cocking-country, to part with sucl
a team. Hawker terms the sport “ the fox-hunting of
shooting.” Some sportsmen kill water-hens té young
spaniels to practise them in foreing their way through
entangled covers, and get them well in hand and steady
against the all-important cocking season.

78. When a regular retriever can be constantly elu-
ployed with spanicls, of course it will be unnecessary
to make any of them fetch game (certainly never to
lift anything which falls out of hounds), though all the
team should be taught to ' seek dead.” This isthe plan
pursued by the Duke of Newcastle's keepers, and ob-
viously it is the soundest and easiest practice, for it
must always be more or less difficult to make a spaniel
kkeep within his usual hunting limits, who is occasionally
encouraged to pursue wounded game, at his best pace,
to a considerable distance.

79. Other teams are broken no more than to keep
within range, being allowed to hunt all kinds of game,
and alsa rabbitz ; they, however, are restricted from
pursuing wounded Hick further than fifty or sixty yards.
Where rabbits are abundant, and uutiying, a team thus
broken affords lively sport—nothing escapes them,

80. In the large woods that traverse parts of Kent and Sussex,
i kind of husting-shooting is followed, that atfords more fun,
where there are plemty of rabbits and but few burrows, than
might at first he imagined. The dogs employed wre the smallest
heagles that cun be obtained. The little creatures stick to o
hare, rabbit, or woutiled pheasant with greater pertinacity than
most spaniels, probably because they (the bengles) are slower,
and hunt soYow. Three or four couples make most animating
musie in the woodlands, and proenre many shots, but they aw-
fully disturh game. Mr. D—— has gorse covers through which
openings or ridds aro cut. He shoots rabbits in them to a team
of beagles trained not to notice have. The burrpws are ferreted
the preceding day, and regularly stopped. The sport is excellent
and most ammating. Pleaty of snap shvts.  An old buck rabbit
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once or twice hunted becomes exiremely cunning. He is soor
on the move, an® will work round beyond the dogs, so as to
double back upon the ground already hunted.

81. Wild spaniels, thongh they may show you most
cock, will get you fewest shots, uuless you have well
placed markers. There are sportsmen who like to take
out one steady dog to range close to them, and a couple
of wild ones to huné on the Hanks, one on each side,
expressly that the latter may put up birds for the
markers to take note of.

82. Mr. O——n, who is devoted to shouting, acts #pon this
system, but upon a more enlarged seale. Having previously
osted his markers, he has each cover, inpediately before he
shoots it, well hunted by the wildest of the dogs : he tRen takes
a steady animal to the several spots pointed out,gand is thus en-
abled to kill annually thrice as many cock as any other man in the
country. The aptniss of this bird, when a second tiine flushed, to
return (397) to its old haunt, and when again put up to take wing
in the direction of its first flight, much tends to its destruction.

83. An old sportsman knows mufe spaniels to be
most killing; a young one may prefer those which give
tongue (if true from the beginuing, owning nothing but
game), because, though undeniably greater disturbers of
a cover, they are more cheerful and animating. The
superiority of the former is, however, apparent on a
still calm day, when the least noise wall make the
game steal away long before the gun gets within shot,
But it is not so in all countries.

B4, Wild aa,j,s the woodcock with us after it has recovered from
itsfatiguing migratory flight, and beena few times disturbed, there
is not, perhaps, naturally, so tame a gamg-bird, and one more
difficult to flush in close cover where rarely alarmed. Officers
quartered at Corfu frequently cross in the inorning to the Albanian
coast,—a two hours' sail or pull,—and return the same evening,

“having bagged from fifty to sixty couples to half a dqzen pood guns,
Their boat is directed to weet them at some hegadliond, towards
which they shoot. An attendant to carry the game, and a relay of
ammunition, &e., is told off to each sportsinan?® and he of the party
who best knows the cquntry is chosen captain for the day, and
walks in the centre ufi‘he lLine, the 18t conforming to his move-
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ments. There is generally an agreement to halt for a minute, but
not a second more, to allow a man to look for any cock he may have
knocked over; therefore the possessor of a first-rate retriever is
an envied character. The strength and density of the bush ocea-
sionally there encountered is more than we in England can imagine;
and in such situations experience has shown the sportsman the
superiority l;:f spaniels which give tongue. On hearing the warning
cheerful muam the line halts for afew seconds, as, nuthﬂmtﬂndln"
all the noise, some little time may pass before the cock is sprung
for he is I’requeutl;,r so protected by a wall of impervious t.oket
(though sure to have a clear opening overherd for unimpeied
Hi ht} that the keenest dogs cannot immediately get at him.

%5. Although the EDU,IJ.LI'{ abounds with deer and boar, it is
almost needless to observe that the cock-shooters are too noisy

}ia.rt y often tu bag such noble game, unless some ambitious and
hold man (for being alone he risks having a long barrel covertly
pointed -at him) take up a favourable position far in advance.
Captain Best, a fellc v-student of mine, about a dozen years ago,
gives a spirited account of this shooting, in his entertaining book
entitled ** Excursions in Albania.”

86. In the northern part of the Morea, about twenty-five miles
from Patras (near Ali Tchelepi, a dilapidated monastery inhabited
by only three monks—near Monolada, and Pera Metochi), Mr.
O——n and Captain B-. —y, between the 14th of January, 1843,
and the 11th of the following month (both days inclusive), killed
%62 woodcocks, 11 hares, 11 duck, and 11 snipe. Not bad sport !

87. In very thick covers it is obvious, the height of
setters being greatly against them, that spaniels are far
prefergbhz ; but in light covers, and when the leaves are
off the trees, handy old setters (if white, all the better)
that will readily confine themselves to a restricted ran ge,
and will flush their game when ordered (1v. and VIL of
141 and 284), afford quite as much sport, if not more.
Setters do mot, to the same degree, alarm birds; and
there is also this advantage, that they can we employed
on all occasions, excepting in low gorse or the closest
thickets, whereas spaniels, from their contracted “beat,’
are nearly useless in the open when game is scarce.
You will be-prepared, when first you hunt a setter in
cover, to sacrifice mnuch of your sport. There must be
noise ; for it is essential to make him at onee thoroughly
understand the very different * beat ” required of him,
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and this can only be etffected by eonstantly eheeking anid
rating him, wuoenever he ranges bevond the preseribied
limits. He should hunt slowly and carefully to the
right dnd left, and never be much in advapee of the
guns. In a short time he will comprehend matters, if
vou ar» so forbearing and judicious as invariably to eall
hing away from every potnt made the least out of hownds,
A less severe kst of vour consistency will not sutfiee,
The few first days will cither make or mar him as «
cover-dog. You must naturally expect that hunting
him rauch in cover will injure his range in Phe vpen,
and make him too fond of hedgir ws,

88, But there isa man in Yorkshire who will ngd willingly admit
this. C——e, Sir Genrge A——e's ganckeeper,—amd a good one
he is, for he has a particularly ﬂ:ih-. ult conntry to protect, one
intersected with ** mghts of way 7 in every dircetion, —makes his
puinters as freely hunt the cover as the ovpen. Yuu never lose
them, for they are sure to make their apPearance when they think
they have given you ampl: time to go to them if you el
This corgr work does not the least nnsteady thew, bt it 18 righe
to state that C is an unnsually good Lreaker, and works his
dogs with singular temper and patience.  They are very attached
to him, and appear to listen anxiously to what hie says when he
talks to them,—which. | own, he does more than | gewnmend,

89. Pointers, however,are manifestly outof place in strongeover,
thouzh an unusually high couraged one max vecasionally be found,
who will dash forward in defiance of pricks and scratehes ; but it is
not fair to expect it.  Ina very light cover I haw® often shot over
one belonging to a relation of mine, which was so clever that, when
I came close to her as slie was pointing. she wonld frequently run
round to the other side of the thicket, and then rugp in to drive the

e towards me. This killing plan had in no way been taught

; she adopted it solely of her owneagacity. Having beenmmch
hunted in cover when young, she was so fond of it (69) as to b,
comparatively speaking, quitc unserviceale on the stubbles

WATER SPARIELS (on Warten Rerniewena),

90. A young water spaniel mizht, with advantage,
occasionally be indulged with a duck-hunt ix» warm
weather. It woulll tend to Make hinm quick in the
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water, and observant. The finishingr lessons might
conclude with your shosting the Lird and obliging him
to retrieve it. He should be made handy to ypur sig-
nals (1v. to viL. and X. of 141), so as Lo hunt the fens
and marshes, and “seek dead ” exactly where you may
wish.

91. This obedience to the hand is particularly“re-
quired ; for when the spaniel is swimming he is on a
level with the bird, and therefore is not so likely to see
it,—especially if there is a ripple on the water,—as
you are, who probably may be standing many feet above
him on the shore As you may frequently, while he is
retrieving, have occasion to direct his movements when
at a considerable distance from him, you probably
would find it more advantageous to teach him the for-
ward signal used hy shepherds (143) than the one
described in 1v. of 141,

92. A water spaniel should also be tanght to fetch
(96, 98, 106 to 109)—Dbe accustomed to follow quietly
close to your heels—be broken in, not to the “ down
charg  ¥27), but to the “ drop ” (23 to 26), the instant
you signal to hing, while you are noiselessly stalking
the wild-fowl previously reconnoitered, with the aid of
your Dollond, from some neighbouring height; nor
should he stir a limb, however long he and you may
have to awalt, ensconced behind a favouring bush, the
right moment for the destructive raking discharge of
your first barrel, 40 be followed by the less murderous
but still effective flying shot. On hearing the report,
it is his duty to dash instantly into the water, and
secure the slain as rapidly as possible.

93. A really good water retriever is a scarce and
valuable animal. Heshould be neither white nor black,
because the colours are too conspicuous, especially the
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former (a hint gy-the-bye for your own ecostume); * he
shouid be perfeetly mute ; of- a patient disposition,
thoughgactive in the pursnit of hirds: of =0 hardy a
constitution as not to mind the scverest eold, —therefore
no coddling while he iz voung near a tive.—and possess
what many are deficient in, viz, a wood nose: eonse-
quently. a cross that will improve his nose, yet not
decrease his steadiness, is the great destderatum in
breeding. He should swim rapidly, for wild-fowl that
are only winged will frequently escape from the quick-
est dog, if they have plenty of sea-room and deep
water. (See also 113, 553, 567

94, Wild-fowl emit a stronger scent thanis, I bglieve, generally
supposed. At Mr. G rs. in Surrey, Mr, L——g was shoot-
ing one day last season, when his pointer ** Flint” drew for sume
time towards the river. and bronght the sportsmen to the stump
of an old tree. They could sce mothine and thought the dog
must be standing at a moorhen ; but od®one of the beaters try-
ing with a stick. out flew a mallard like a shot from a gun.  As
Mr. L—-g levelled his tubes, it is unnccessary to observe that
it fell ; but probably it would have been lust had not * Flint,™
when encouraged, jumped into the water and brought the bind
to land. A Mr. C——e, living near Edinburgh, whom I have

the pleasure of knowing, has i« white sctter that is a capital hand
at finding ducks. and scts them steadily,

05. In the wild-rice lakes, as they are commonly
aalled, of America, a brace of hishly-tralned spanicls
will sumetimes, on a windy day, aford you magnificent

But when the mourd are
covered with eggw, poachers, who
emerge in bands from the mines,
often put a shirt over their cluthes,
and manage to approach grouse at
a time when a fair sportsman cun-
not get A shot; but this is the
only occasion on which ope uni-
form colour could be advantapeous,
A mass of any single colour always
catches and arreats the cye. Na-
ture tells us this: animnals that
browee, elephants, butfaloen, aud
large deer, as well as those which

can escape from ®weir encimivs by
speed, are mostly of one colonr,
Un the eontrary, the tiger kind.
enakes, aud all that lic in wait
for amd scfee their prey by stealth,
weur o garment of many coluurs ;
8o do the smmaller aftimals and most
birds, which are raved from cap-
ture by the ipablifity of their foes
to distinguish thew from the sur-
rounding foliage or herbage,  The
uniformn of our ritle corps is tqu
nuch of*one hue,
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sport. The cover is so good that, if § is not often
beaten, the birds will frequently get up singly, or only
a couple at a time. The dogs should keep swimming
about within gunshot, while you are slowly and silently
paddling, or probably poling, your canoe through the
most likely spots. Relays of spaniels are requisite, for
it is fatiguing work. If, by any rare chance, you ‘are
situated where you can get much of this delichtful
shooting, and you are an enthusiast in training, it may
be worth your while to consider whether there would
not be an advantage in making the dogs perfect in the
“down’ charge,” as they would then cease swimming
the instant you fired. But this long digression about
spaniels has led us away from your pup, which we
assumed (3) to be a pointer or setter, very unlike our
cood Irish friend, well represented in the last en-
LTavIng.



CHAPTER 1IV.
LESSONS IN * FEYCHING."—RETRIEVERS,

8 TLessons in " fetchilie ' recommendel.—87. Dog aot teht to retriors bring-
ing dead Bird he bad found. =88, Tanchwto deliver into your huwml ; never
pick wp & Bird yourself ; Dog which often lost wingeil Birds she il lifted. —
o9, Colonel T—x.—100. Retriever killing nue Bird in order to carry two, —
101. " Fan's " sagnciously bringing to fem ground Bied that had fallen in a
ewamp. =102 * Duve's "' spontandenay fetching one from River, thougeh not
aecustomed to retrieve.—108. Helrievers thught to carry something soft;
injudiciousness of employing o stune. —10L How egeonraged to plunge into
Woter; evil of deceiving o dog instanced, —105 Diving, bhow t#aelt —108,
“ Fetching *' taught with a Pincushion : with n Bunch of Keys, —i07, Made
to deliver instantly. —103, Practized to carry things of the size and weight of
A Hare. =1L " Fetching,” how tiught ot commencoment. =110, Broce of
Ferters taught with an old bone.—111, * Fetching " often tanght anakilfully.
—112, Rerular Retricvers fnusht to fetch Bipls: o “foot " Rabbils and
Winged Game.—113. Retriever ohsorves whog a Rird is struck: o quality
particularly nsefal in 8 Water Hetriever.—114 Pigeons and small Birds shot
to Retrievers. —115, Injudicicusness of aiding w young Dag when Betrieving ;
makes bim rely on Guo rather than his own Nose, =116, Fatigae of carrying
Hare tempts yonnz Retriever to drop it; tawsht to deliver guickly by rowarnla
of hard boiled liver, —115. T be taste blood, pot oo Wire Sunffle ; bow made.
—11% Retriever how taught ¢ pursae faster ; should commence to * road ™
slowly, but * follow up "' rapidiy.—119. Why Land Retrievers should * down
chiarge.""—120, Scme Retricvers may ** run on shot,” but those ™r sle should
* down charge."'—121. Fine retrieving instavced in * Ben."—122. Anccidots
showing his great sagacity.—123 Benefit derivedgfrom o Seton ; annther in-
stance of ** Ben's ™ superior retrieving gualitics.—124, With " Ben's "' pood
nose, certain advantaze of *down charge.”"—125. Retriffvers not to be of a
heavy Lnild, yet etronz and thick-coated.—1268. Cross between a Newfound-
Iand and Better makes best Retriever; the real Newfoundland describad. —
127. Cross from heavy Eetter best Retriever.—123, Most Dogs can be tanzht
more or Jess to Retrieve. —120, Young Retriever to lift Woofbock and Landrsil.
—13, Hetriegers never to kill Bats ; lift vermin, or wonnded Herons, &c.

96 TroOUGH you way not wish your young pointer
(or setter) to perform the duties of a regular retriever
(536), still you would do well to teach him, whilst he is
a puppy, to fetch and deliver into your hand anything
soft you may occasionally throw for him, or leave be-
hind you in some place where he will have observed
you deposit it, whife he is following at your heels. In
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a little time you can drop something pvithout letting
him see you, and afterwards send him back for it. A
dog thus made, who is your intimate companion, be-
comes so conversant with every article of your apparel,
and with whatever you usually carry about you, that,
should you accidentally drop anything, the observant
animal will be almost certain to,recover it. On' Te-
ceiving your order to be “off and find* he will accu-
rately retrace your footsteps for miles and miles, dili-
gently hunting every yard of the ground. Of course,
the distances to which you at first send your dog will
be inconsiderable, ,and you should carefully avoid perse-
vering too long at a time, lest he get sick of the lesson.
Indeed, in all his lessons,—as well indoors as out,—
but particularly in this, let it be your aim to leave off
at a moment when he has performed entirely to your
satisfaction; that you may part the best of friends, and
that the last impression made by the lesson may be
pleasing as well as correct, from a grateful recollection
of the caresses which he bas received. In wild-duck
shooting pou may be in situations where you would be
very glad if the dog would bring your bird; and when
it is an active runner in cover, I fear you will be more
anxious than [ could wish (322) that the dog should
“fetch.” It is probable that he will thus assist you if
he be practised as I have just advised ; and such in-
struction may lead, years hence, to his occasionally
bringing you some gdead bird which he may came across,
and which you otherwise might have imagined you had
missed, for its scent might be too cold, and consequently

too changed, Tor the dog to kave thought of regularly
pointing it.

97. When I was a boy I gecollect seeing such an instance in
Kent. Asagreattreat, 1 was permitted (but merely aa a spectator)



CH. Iv.] DELIVER INTO HAND. be

to accompany a firsf-rate shot, Mr. C h, who was trying a gun
he thought of purchasing for his keeper. The dogs soon came
wpon a covey. He killed with his first barrel, but apparently
nussed with his second. He found fault with the gun for not
shooting strongly ; and I well remember impertinently fancying
—but I dared not say so—that perhaps he was as much to blamg
as the gun. Socon afterwards, to our mutual surprise, we saw
one of the dogs trotting up with a bird, still warm, in its mouth ;
thus tacitly reproving me for not having done justice to Mr.
C——h's unerring eye and steady hand.

98. Mark my baving said, “ deliver into your hand,”
that your young dog may not be satistied with only
dropping, within your sight, any bird he may kft, and
so, perhaps, leave it on the other side of a trout stream,
as I have seen dogs do more than once. in spite of every
persuasion and entreaty. With a young dog, who
retrieves, never pick up a bird yourself, however close
it may fall to you. Invariably make him either deliver
it into your hand or lay it at your &e¢t. The former is
by far the better plan. If the dog has at one moment
to drop fthe bird at your will, he is likely to fancy him-
gelf privileged to drop it at another time for his own
convenience. In other respects, too, the former is the
gafest method. I bave a bitch now in my recollection
who frequently lost her master slightly winged birds
(which she had admirably recovered) by drepping them
too soon on hearing the report of a gun, or coming on
other game—for off they ran, and fairly escaped, it
being impracticable, by any encouragement, to induce
ber to seek for a bird she had once lifted.

99. This error, I mean that of aillowing a wounded bird to
regain its liberty, was once beautifully avoided by g pretty black
retriever, belonging to Colonel T——y, a good sportsman and
pleasant companion, who, not lung since, told me the circuin-
stance ; and 1 am glad to be abl#, on such authority, to relate an
anecdote evincing 8o much reflection and judgment, for I know
m{olzy what other terms to characterise the dog's uagg.uit.:.r. ‘

. Cclonel T——y'gavocutions copstahtly tuke him from his

neat bachelor's gottage in Kent, to travel abroud. Shooting iy
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Hungary, ne once knocked down two partridges at a shot—one
was killed ontright, the other only slightly wéanded. **Venus"
soon hit off the trail of the latter, quickly overtook it, and,
while earrying it to her master, came npon the dead bird. She
stopped, evidently greatly puzzled ; and, after one or fwo trials,
?}I.Idi“g she could not take 1t up without permitting the escape of
he winged bird, she comsidered a moment, then deliberately
murdered it, by giving it a severe crunch, and afterwards brought
away both together. It is due to the lady to observe that she is
naturally as tender-mouthed as her name would imply her ‘.o be
tender-hearted, and that this is the only known instance of Ter
ever having wilfully injured any game.

101. Somectimes a dog's sagacity will induce him, however litfle
tanght, to assist you in your hour of nzed ; but you must not trust
to this. ; An intimate friend of mine, shooting in Ireland to a
pointer-bitch that was totally unaccustomed to fetch and carry, but
well instructed to seek for a dead bird, killed a snipe. It fell in
soft, bugey ground, where he could not get at it to pick it up.
After some vain efforts to approach it, he hied on the bitch, who
was still steadily ** pointing dead,” with ** Fetch it, Fan ; fetch
it.” The bitch seemed for a moment puzzled at such an unusual
proceeding, and looked round, inquisitively, once or twice, as if
to say, ** What can you mean1”  Suddenly, my friend’s dilemma
secined to Hash upon hr. Bhe walked on, took the bird, quite
gently, in her mouth, and carried it to where the ground was
firm ; but not one inch further would she bring it, despite all the
encouragement of her master, who now wished to malke her con-
stantly retrieve. This was the first and last bird she ever lifted.

102, ** Dove,” a white setter, belonging to a near relation of
mine (the left-hand dog in the engraving illustrating 640 is con-
sidered extremely like her), did, spontaneously, that which “Fan"
only consented to do after much entreaty. My relation, shooting
on the banks of the Forth, killed a partridge that was ying
across the river. As ho had no retriever with him, he almost
regretted having fired ; but, to his surprise, **Dove " volunteered
jumping into the water ; made her way to the bird with a sort
of stenmboat pnddle action,—for I verily believe it was the first
time she had %ttempted to awim,—seized it, and, returning with
it to the shore, deposited it safely on the bank. She never had
retrieved befure, and is not particularly good at “*seeking dead.”

103. I observed it was something soft which you
should teach your dog to fetch. Probably you have
seen a retriéver taught to seek and bring a stone, upon
whieh, in a delicate manner, the tutor has spit. Does it
not stand to reason that the stone must have tended to
give his pupil a hard mouth? And what may, later in
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life, cause him much misery in dashing at a bounding
stone, he may split a tooth. Dogs of an advanced age
suffer more in their mouths than most of us suspect.

104. Should your pup be unwilling to enter water,
on no account push him in, under the mistaken idea
that it will reconecile him to the element,—it will but
augment his fears (320). Rather, on a warm day,
throw some bigtuit for him, when he is hungry, close to
the edge of the bank, where it is so shallow as merely
to require his wading. Chuck the next piece a little
further off, and, by degrees, increase the distance until
he gets beyond his depth, and finds that nature has
given him useful swimming powers. On no occasion
will the example of another dog nore assist you. Your
youngster's diving can never be of service; therefore
throw in only what will fluat. Otherwise he might
have a plunge for nothing, and so De discouraged ; and
evidently it should be your constant aim to avoid deoing
anything likely to shake his confidence in the judi-
ciousness of your orders.

A person I know, taught a 4:11:|¥l many good tricks,—among
others, to extinguish the papers thrown upon the ground that
had served to light cigars. A booby of g fellow, very wittily,
took in the dog, once, by chucking a red-hot coal to him, A
burnt child,” says the old adage, ** dreads the fre : " s0 does a
burnt dog : and, of course, no subsequent encouragement would
induce him, ever again, to approach a lighted paper.

105. If you ever have occasion to teach & dog to dive
and retrieve, first acecustom him, on land, to fetch some-
thing heavy, of a conspicuous colour When he brings
it eagerly, commence your diving lesson by throwing it
mto the shallowest parts of the streamn. Only by slow
degrees get to deep water, and let your lessons be very
short. Never chuck inastone. The chancesare twenty
to one that there are several at the bottomn not very
dissimilar, and the young dog ought not to be subjected
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to the temptation of picking up one ufft,hem in lieu of
that hie was sent for. Should he on any oecasion do so,
neither scold nor caress him; quietly take what he brings,
lay it at your feet, to show him that you want it not, and
éndeavour to make him renew his search for what youn
threw in; do this by signs, and by encouragement with
your voice, rather than by chutking stones in the right
direction, lest he should seek fur them initead of search-
ing for what you originally sent him,

106. Some teachers make a young dog fetch a round
pincushion, or a cork ball, in which needles are ju--
diciously buried; nor is it a bad plan, and there need
be no cruelty in it, if well managed. At least it can
only be cruel once, for a dog’s recollection of his suffer-
ings will prevent his picking up the offending object
a second time. Others, after he is well drilled inte
“fetching,” and talies pleasure in it, will make him
bring a bunch of keys. There are few things a dog is
less willing to lift.  Most probably they gave him some
severe rebuffs when first heedlessly snatching at them ;
and the ,caution thereby induced tends to give him a
careful, tender mouth. A fencing-master I knew in
France had a spahiel, singularly enough for a French-
man, called “‘Waterloo,” that would take up the smallest
needle.

107. When your dog has picked up what you desired,
endeavour to wake him run to you quickly. Many wlin
teach a dog to fetch praisc and encourage him while Le
is bringing what he was sent after. Clearly this is an
error. [t Mmduces the dog to loiter and play with it.
He thinks he is lauded for having it in his mouth and
carrying it about. Reserve your encomiums and caresses
until he has delivered it. (See 153.) If you walk away,
the fear of your leavixg hin will énduce him to hurry
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after you. Let a dog rvetrieve ever so carelessly, still,
while on the move, he will rarely drop a bird.

108. Dogs that retrieve should be gradually brought
to lift heavy, tlexible things, and such as require a large
grasp, that they may not be quite unprepaved for thé
weight and size of a hare ; otherwise they may be in-
clined to drag it along by a slight hold of the skin,
instead of balafeing it across their mouths. Thus ca-
pacious jaws are obviously an advantage in retrievers.

The French gamekeepers, many of whom are capital
hands at making a retriever (excepting that they do not
teack the “down charge”), stuff a hare or rabbit skin
with straw, and when the dog has learned to Yetch it
with eagerness, they progressively increase its weight
by burying larger and larger pieces of wood in the
middle of the straw: and to add to the difficulty of
carrying it, they often throw it to the other side of a
hedge og thick copse. If the dog shows any tendency
to a hard mouth, they mix thorns with the straw.

109. I ought to have mentioned sooner, that you
should commence teaching a puppy to *“fetch,” by
shaking your glove (or anything soft) at him, and en-
couraging him to seize and drag it from you. Then
throw it a yard or two off, gradually increasing the
distance, and the moment he delivers it to you, give
him something palatable. It is easier to tench a dog to
retrieve as apuppy than when he is older. From teeth-
ing his gums ave in a state of slight. irritation, and it
gives, him pleasure to employ his teeth and gums.
Should you, contrary to every reasonable &peclation,
from his having no inclinatipn to romp or play with the
glove, not be able to persuade him to pick it up, put it
between his teeth,—force him to grasp it by tightly
pressing his jaws together, speaking all the while im-
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pressively to him,—scold him if he és obstinate and
refuses to take hold of the glove. After a little time
retire a few paces, keeping one hand under his mouth
(to prevent his dropping the glove), while you lead or
drag him with the other. When you halt, be sure not
to take the glove immediately from him ; oblige him
to continue holding it for at least a minute (lest, he
should learn to relinquish his grip too soon) before youn
make him yield at the command “give;" then bestow
a reward. Should he drop it before he is ordered to
deliver it, replace it in his mouth, and again retreat
some '%teps before ordering him to “give.” He will
soon follow with it at your heels. If you have suffi-
cient perseverance, you can thus make him earn all his
daily food. Hunger will soon perfect him in the lesson.
Observe that there gre four distinct stages in this trick
of carrying : the first, making the dog grasp and retain;
the sccond, inducing him to bring, following: at your
heels; the third, teaching him not to quit his hold
when you stop ; the fourth, getting him to deliver into
your fhiafids on your order. The great advantage of a
sporting dog’s acquiring this trick is that it accustoms
him to deliver into your hands; and it often happens
that you must thus teach a dog to “ carry ” as a pre-
parative to teaching him to * fetch.” Tt certainly will
be judicious in you to do so, if the dog is a lively,
riotous animal ; for the act of carrying the glove (or
stick, &ec.) quietly at your heels will sober him, and
make him less likely to run off with it instead of
delivering it when you are teaching him to fetch.
As soon as he brings the glove tolerably well, try himn
with a short stick. You will wish him not to seize the
end of it, lest he skould learn to “drag” instead of to
“carry.” Therefore fix pegs or wires into holes drilled
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at right angles o cach other at the extremities of the
stick. He will then only grasp it near the middle,

110. O one oceasion I had a hrace of setters to instroet, which
had come to me perfectly untanght, at far too advanced an age to
make their education an easy task ; they had also bwen hualnl;.—
treated, and were consequently shy and timid. This ohlived me to
proceed with much cantion and gentleness. I soon won their con-
fiderse, I may say their affecti®ms: It T conld not persnade them
to ?1:13" with my ; rlrm:.-. mor to lift anyvthing 1 threw before thew.
I was hemtntmg Tw to act. when I saw one of them find an old
dry bone and bear it off in trinmph. T encouraged him in caurry
ing it, threw it several times for hiunm, and when he was tired of
the fun I brought the old bone home asa valuable prize, Nextday
I tied a string to it; I frequently chucked it to a shortMlistance,
and when the dog had seized it T drvageed it towards me, geuorally
turning my back to the dog,  As soom az T vesained it 1 made him
attach a ralue to its being in my hands, by nllllnlu:, my it s a plate
on which to offer him svme delicacy. In a fow dayvs Beould dispense
with the string, and T soon ventured to substitute for the bone the
string rolled up as a ball ; afterwards T emploved a stick.  Ulti-
mately the dog fetched very prowptly. His companion also took
up the trick from the force of good exm‘?rlc. (See note to 34.)

111. I have dwelt thus long on * carfying " and ** fetehing,”
because they are frequently taught so injudiciously that the
result is & complete failure,

112, This deill should bLe further extended if a
REGULAR LAND RETRIEVER

be your pupil. Throw dead bivds of any kind for him
to bring (of course one at a time), heing on the alert to
check him whenever he grips them too severely, Ifhe
persists in disfiguring them, pass a few blunted knitting
needles through them at right angles to ene another.
When he fetehes with a tender mouth, you will be alle
to follow up this method of trainiyg still further Ly
letting Lim “road ™ (or “ foot,” as it is often termed)
a rabbit in high stubble, one (or both, if a strong buck)
of whose hind legs you will have previously Landaged
in the manner described in 60. Be careful not to let
him see you turn it out, lest hie wateh yonr proceedings
and endeavour to “Tunt by eyer” Indeed, it might be
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better to employ another person to turn it out. Kecp
clear of woods for some time—the cross scents would
puzzle him. If by any chance you have a winged
pheasant or partridge, let him retrieve it. You will
not, I presume, at the commencement select a morning
when there is a dry cold wind from the north-east, but
probably you will wish to conclude his initiatory lessons
on days which you judge to possess least scent. Tne
more he has been praciised as described in 43, the
better will he work; for he cannot keep his nose too
perseveringly close to the ground. With reference to
the instructions in that paragraph, I will here remark
that, before you let the dog stoop to hunt, you should
have placed lim by signal (35) near the spot from which
you had begun dragging the bread. In paragraph 277
an instance is given of the manner in which a dog who
retrieves should be put upon a scent; and why that
mode is adopted is explained in 271.

113. It is quite astonishing how well an old dog that
retrieves knows when a bird is struck. He instantly
detects agy hesitation or uncertainty of movement, and
for a length of time will watch its flight with the
utmost eagerness, and steadily keeping his eye on it,
will, as surely as yourself, mark its fall. To induce a
young dog to become thus observant, always let him
perceive that you watch a wounded bird with great
eagerness; his imitative instinct will soon lead hin to
do the same. This faculty of observation is particularly
serviceable in a water retriever. 1t enables him to
swim directo the erippled bird, and, besides the saving
of time, the less he is in the water in severe weathe~,
the less likely is he to suffer from rheumatism.

114. Asan initiatory lesson in making him observant
ol’ the flight and fall of birds, place a few pigeons (or



CH. Iv.] WATCHES FLIGHT OF BIRDS, a7

other binds) during his absence, each in a hole covered
with a tile. Afterwards come upon these spots ap-
parently unexpectedly, and, kicking away the tiles
(or, what is better, diagzing them off by a previously
adjusted string), shoot the birds for him to bring ; it
Leing clearly understood that he has been previeusly
tusored into having no dread of the gun. As he will have
been taught t8 search where Lidden (1v. to viun of 1417,
nothing now remains but to take him out on a regular
campaign, when the fascinating scent of game will
infallibly make him search 1 do nut say deliver) with
great eagerness,  When once he then touches upon a
scent, leave him entirely to him=elf —not a wond, not a
sign. Possibly Lis nose may not be able to fullow the
bird, but it is certain that yours cannot. Occasionally
you may he able to help an old retriever(544), but rarely,
if ever, a younz one. Your interfercnce, nay, prolably
your njere presence, would so excite him as to make
him overrun the scent. Remain, therefore, quietly
where you are, until he rejoins you.

115. When we see a winged pheasant racirg off, most
of us are too apt to assist a young dog, forgetting that
we thereby teach him, instead of devoting his whole
attention to work out the scent, to turn to us for aid
on occasions when it way be impossible to give it.
When a dog is Lhunting for birds, he showld frequently
look to the*gun for signals, but when he is on them, he
should trust to nothing but his owy scenting faculties.

116. If, from a judicious education, a retriever pap
lias had a delight in “ fetching " rapidly, it is not likely
he will loiter on the way to mouth his birds; but the
fatigue of carrying a hare a considerable distance may,
rerhaps, induce a voung dog to drop it in order to take
a moment’s rest.  There is a tisk that when doing so
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he may be tempted to lick the blood, and, finding it
palatable, be led to maul the carcase, You see, theve-
fore, the judiciousness of employing every means in
your power to ensure his feeling anxious to deliver
quickly, and I know not what plan will answer better,—
though it sounds sadly unsentimental,—than to have
some pieces of hard boiled liver*® at hand to bestow
upon him the moment he surrenders kis game, until
he is thoroughly confirmed in an expeditious delivery.
Never give him a picee, however diligently he may
have sedvrched, unless he succeed in bringing. When
you leave off these rewards do so gralually. The
invarialfle bestowal of such dainties during, at least,
the retriever'sfirst season, will prevent his-ever dropping
a bird on hearing the repprt of a gun (as many do), in
order to search for the later killed game,

117. Should a young retriever evince any wish to
assist the cook by plucking out the feathers of a bird ;
or, from natural vice or mismanagement before he came
into your possession,f show any predisposition to taste
blood, talse about two feet (dependent upon the size of
the dog’s head) of iron wire, say the one-eighth of an
inch in diameter, sufficiently flexible for you, but not
for him, to bend. Shape this much into the form of the
letter U, supposing the extremities to be joined by a
straight line Place the straight part in the dog's
mouth, and passing the other over his head and ears,
retain it in position by a light throat lash passed
through a turn in the wire, as here roughly repre-

* A drier and cleaner article of gonawing hare or rabbii-skins
than you may suppose, and which thmwnw::ia by a elovenly cook,
can be earried not inconveniently it will not be unnatural in him,
in a Mackintosh, or oil-ekin bag, when he is hungry, to wish to
—a toilet appropriate to ‘himself the hids,

S 70 o retiiver beadbe ap- iF nok the dutedicr of the aniuls
portunity, while prowling absut  he is lifthag,
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sented. The flgxibility of the wire will enable you to
adjust it with ease to the shape of his head. When in
the kennel he ought to be occa-ionally thus

bitted, that he may not fret whon he is first

bunted with it. It will not injure his tecth

or much annoy him, if it lies on his grinders

a little behind the tushes.

A voung frifnd of mine (E. G. W.) recently wrote
to me from Scotland of a plan he had adopted with an
extremely rough-mouthed, other- _ ose
wise excellent retriever, which Pt \
seems so good that I consider ! ‘?

20
a duty to my future renders to it f.i.“ }\.
copy what he said. * It simply %ﬂ *11'J’ j}""-“j K

congists of putting a couple of %.f"—-f?

small india-rubber bands (one

would probably do) round the dog’s under jaw, just
behind the canine teeth, and under his tongue, which
press his lips partly over the small teeth bLehind the
canine teeth, so that if he bites hard he bites his lips
at the same time. The bands do not appear to annoy
the dog in the least, and he can eat and drink while
they are on. The only birds he has since smashed has
Leen when the bands were removed. When I think
he has pinched a little too hard, I punish by squeezing
his upper lip against his teeth with my fifger, and one
can give much pain by strong pressure. I think the
dog understands better what the punishment is for,
than if given by the whip or check cord, which are
used for other faults than that of the mouth,”

118. Somelimes a retrigver, notwithstanding every
encouragement, will not pursue a winged bird with
sufficient rapidity. In this case associate himn for a few
days with a quicker dog, whose# example will to a cer-
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tainty animate him and increase his pace. It is true
that when he is striving to hit off a scent he cannot
work too patiently and perseveringly ; but, on the other
hand, the moment he is satisfied he is on it he eannot
follow too rapidly. A winged bird, when closely pressed,
seems, through nervousness, to emit an inereasing stream
of scent; therefore, though it may sound paradoxical,
the retriever’s accelerated pace then rhakes him (his
nose being close to the ground) the less likely to overrun
it ; and the faster he pursues the less ground must he
disturb, for the shorter will be the chase,

119. Retrievers are generally taught to rush in the
instant a bird falls. This plan, like most other things,
has its advocates and its opponents. T confess to being
one of the latter, for I cannot believe that in the long
run it is the best way to fill the bag. 1 think it certain
that more game 1s lost by birds being flushed while the
guns are unloaded * than could be lost from the scent
cooling during the short period the dog remains at the
“down-charce.,” Unquestionably some retrievers have
so good a nose that the delay would not lead to their
missing any wounded game, however slightly struck
(123); and the delay has this great advantage, that it
helps to keep the retriever under proper subjection, and
diminishes his anxiety to rush to every part of the line
where a gun may be fired, instead of remaining quietly
at his master’s heels until signalled to take u'p the scent.
Moreover, a retriever, by neglecting the “ down-charge,”
sets an example to the pointers or setters who may be
his companidns, which it is always more or less difficult
wo prevent the dogs, if yonng, from following. But I

This reasoning obviously does  the day,”"—where the sportsmen
not apply to the rctrievers em- do not condescend to charge their

ployed in those battuea where own gunw, but are constantly sup-
rapid slaughter is *the order of plied with relays of loaded wrms,



MR. E——G'S " BEN." 1

once shot over a retriever which I could hardly wish
not to have “run on shot.” On a Lird being hit he
started otf’ with the greatest impetuosity, kept his eye
immovably fixed on its flicht, and possessed such speed
that a winged bird scarcely touched the ground ere it
was pinned. He would, too, often seize a slightly
injured hare before it had acquired its best pace.  The
pursuit so soon terminated that possibly less rame
escaped being fired at than if the retriever hal not
stirred until the guns were reloaded.  On a miss he was
never allowed—indeed appeared little inelined—to quit
“heel.” Of course a trainer’s trouble is decrcased by
not breaking to the * down-charge,” which may induce
some to recommend the plan; though it is to be ob-
served that this class of dogs is more casily than any
other perfected in it, because the breaker ncarly always
possesses the power of treading upon or svizinz the
checkgord the instant a Lird is sprung.

120. The nature of your shooting will much intiuence
you in deciding which of the two methods to adopt ;
but should you select the one which the geneality of
good sportsmen consider to be most according to rule,
and to possess the greatest beauty, viz, the “down-
charge,” rather lose any bird, however valuable, so long
as your retriever remains young, than put him on the
“foot” a second before you have reloaded. Undoubtedly
it ought to be taught to every dog bruken for sale, as the
purchaser can always dispense witl it should he judge
it unnecessary—it can soon be untaught. It is clear
that not “quitting heel ” until ordered is tantamount
to the regular “down-chasge,” but I think the last is the
easiest to enforce constantly. It is the more decided

step.
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121. Mr. K——g (mentioned in 231) had a famous retriever
whose build, close curly hair, and aquatic propensities showed his
close affinity to the water spaniel, though doubtless there was some
strain of the Landsman, He retrieved with singular zeal and per-
tinacity. Indeed his superiority over all competitors in his neigh-
bourhood was so generally admitted that his master was hardly
ever asked to shoot at any place without a special invitation bein
sent to ** Ben.” When beating a cover, there was a constant
for “Ben,” Nomerely winged pheasant fell to the ground, and no
hare went off wounded but there was heard, “Ben, Ben,” Onone
occasion, when K——g was posted at the extremily of the line, the
dog was called away so often that his master got annoyed, and
declared that the animal should attend to no one but himnself,
Soon there was a double shot, and, of course, the usual vocifera-
tions for ‘. Ben," but he was ordered to keep close. Louder and
louder were the cries for ** Ben,” but all in vain—he obediently
followed only his master's orders. At length when the cover was
beaten thyough, K——g inquired into the cause of the hubbub,
Young B——1k told him, in no kind humour, that his churlishness
in retaining the dog had lost them a fine have, “ If," said K—g,
“you are certain you wounded it, and can put me on the exact spot
where it was when you fired, 1 will bet you £5 that ‘ Ben® shall
tind her,” B——Lk observed that he knew perfectly the precise
place, having carefully mr rked it with a stick, but added that he
much doubted the possibility of the dog's picking up the scent, as
more than half an hour had since elapsed. K——g, hpwever,
stuck to his offer. They went back and found some pile, which
proved that the liare had been struck. The dog was put on the
trail. He at once took it, but was so long away (perhaps twenty
minutes), that they thought it best to search for him. They found
him almist nnmediately, lying down with the hare alongside of
him. His tongue was hanging out of his mouth, and he shewed
other symptoms of grelt distress. Evidently he had brought the
hare from a cunsiderable distance.

122, **Ben ™ had numerous excellent qualities, but his greatest
admirers, and few dogs had so many, were obliged to admit that
he was of 2 quarrelsome, pugnacious disposition. It unluckil
happened that he had taken a great dislike to a large cubbis
young retriever belonging to the aforesaid Mr, B——k, who often
shot with K e and I am sorry to say none of ** Ben's™ pre-
judices were removed by the kindly fellowship and good feeling
usually engendered by association in field-sports, The day's work
generally commneed by ©* Ben's " making a rush at his big awk-
ward companion, and overturning him. After this feat, upon
Wwhich he evidently greatly plumed himself, he would proceed to
business. It happened that one of the sportsmen once knocked
over a pheasant which fell outside the hedge surrounding the
copse they were beating. It proved to be a runner; “Heu,'j ow-
ever, soon got lold of it, andswas carvying i to his master in the
cover, when up came the other dog wishing to assist. “Ben's anger
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was roused; —lhie was anxiousto punish such intrusise interferenoe;
but how to manage it was the question, for if he put down the

1 bird it would run into the wood, where there micht be
much trouble in recovering it.  Quick as thought, off ran ** Ben™
to the middle of the large ploughed fickl, there he dropped the
bird, then dashed at his lumbering rival, quickly gave him a
thrashing, and afterwards started in pursait of the pheasant, which
he managed to overtake before it regained theeopse.  1f that was
not reflection, it was something very hike it

123. One more anecdote of poor ** Ben” I say ' poor,” beeause
he died prewaturely fronm swelling under the throat which micht,
in all probability. have been enred had a long seton been run
through it, or rather under the adjacent skin,—a mode of treats
ment attended with the happiest results in the eage of another do
attacked in a similar manner in the same kennel.  “Ben™ and an
old setter were K——g's only canine attendants when he was onee
pheasant shooting with o friend on some steep banks. K- — ¢
was at the bottom, his friend on the top. A eock pheasant was
sprung and winged by the latter. The bird not being innnedintely
found, there was the usual cry for ** Ben." (M along,” said
E——g. Away went the dog, who soon took up the scent and
dashed off, but had not gone many yards before he started a hare;
K had soon an opening to fire, and wonnded it, " Ben ™
pursued it, urged on hrﬁs master, who felt sure the dog would be
able to retrieve the pheasant afterwards. The hare was viewwd
lcra.mhﬁns up the bank. “Ben" soon appearcd in sight and canght
it. K 's friend much abused poor ** Ben " for quitting une
scent for another. * Do not put yourself out of humour,” said
E——y¢; “you don't know the dog;—wait till he eomes back, and
if he does not then get the bird, blame me.” Having allowd
“Ben" alittle breathing time, K——g took him to the ptacewlicre
the bird fell. The dog quickly hit off the scent. K——g, now

ectly satisfied that al? waa right, made hiefriend sit down. In
ittle more than a quarter nf an hour * Ben " camg back with the
bird alive in his mouth, it having no other wound that conld le
perceived than on the piniun of one wing,

124, With such a nose as ** Ben's,” conld there have been any
harm in his being taught to ** down-charge,” and i#ght there not
have been much good (119)1 You gee that owing to his having put
up the hare whﬁa K %'n friend was loading, it might hinve
escaped, had it, as is usually the case, at once taken to the hills,

125. Large retrievers are less apt to mouth their game
than small ones : but very Lieavy dogs are not desirable,
for they soon tive. And ye} a certain medium is neces-
sary, for they ought to have sufficient strength to carry
a hare with ease through a thicket, when balanced in
their jaws, and be able to jump & fence with her. They
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should run mute. And they should be thick coated:
unless they are so,—I do not say long coated,—they
cannot be expected to dash into close cover, or plunge
into water after a duck or enipe when the thermometer
18 near zero.

126. From education there are good retrievers of many breeds,
but it is usually allowed that, as-a general rule, the best land
retrievers are bred from a cross between the setter and the New-
foundland, or the strong spaniel and the Newfoundland. Ido not
mean the heavy Labrador, whose weight and bulk isvalued because
it adds to his power of draught, nor the Newfoundland, increased
in size at Halifax and St. John's to suit the taste of the English
purchas~r ;—but the far slighter dog reared by the settlers on the
coast, a dog that is quite as fond of water as of land, and which
in almost the severest part of a North American winter will remain
on the edge of a rock for hours together, watching intently for any-
thing the passing waves may carry near him. Such a dogis highly

rized. Without his aid the farmer would secure but few ﬂfgth&
many wild ducks he shoots at certain seasons of the year. The
patience with which he waits for a shot on the top of a high cliff
(until the numerous flock sail leisurely underneath)would be fruit-
less, didnot his noble rlog fearlessly plunge in from the greatest
hright, and successfully bring the slain to shore.

127. Probably a cross from the heavy, large-headed satter, who,
though so wanting in pace, has an exquisite nose, and the true
Newifoundland, makes the best retriever. Nose is the first deside-
ratum. A breaker may doubt which of his pointers or setters
possesses the greatest ui‘.rfnctury powers, but a short trial tells him
which®f his retrievers has the finest nose.

128. Making a“first-rate retriever is a work of time,
but his being thoroughly grounded in the required
initiatory lessons facilitates matters surprisingly. In-
deed after baving been taught the “drop” (23, 25, 26)
—to “fetch” (107 to 109)—and “seek dead” in .the
precise direction he is ordered (xr. of 141), almost any
kind of dog can be made to retrieve. The better his
nose is, theebetter of course he will retrieve, Sagacity,
good temper, quickness of comprehension, a teachable
disposition, and all cultivated qualities are almost as
visibly transmitted to oftspring as shape and action;
therefore the stronger a dog's hereditary instincts lead
him to retrieve, the less will be the instructor’s trouble;
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and the more obedient he is made to the signals of the
hand, the more readily will he be put upon a scent.
Dogs that are by nature quick rangers do not take
instinctively to retrieving,  They have not naturally
sufficient patience to work out a feeble seent. They ave
apt to overrun it. A veally good retriever will pursue a
wounded Lird or hare as fecurately as a bloodhound will
a Beer or man sand T he is put ona false seent, T mean
a scent of uninjured Hick or feaher, experience will have
taught him not to follow ir hevond a few steps (3 15).

120, Avail yourselt of the first opportanity t8 make a
voung retriever litt s woodeock, Test in alter-life, from
ita movel scent, he decline tonching it, as maty dogs
bave done, Ditro, with the delicate landrefil,

180, The direetions viven about “ fetehing ™ led me
to talk of retrievers; and having touched upon the
subject, I thought it richt not t@quit it until I had
offered the Lest adviee in iy power, I have but one
wore recomnuendation to add befure I return to your
setter (or pointer) pup: carcfully guanl a young re-
triever (indeed any dog hred for the gan) frpm being
ever allowed to join inarat-hnnt.  Rat-hunting would
tend o 'I'ii":-.-tl‘t}}' his tewlerness of mouth, nay, [nmﬂihi}‘
make Lim mangle Lis wame,  But this is not all, It has
often grwlually led good dogs to decline litting hares or
rabbits, apparently recarding them nore in the light of
vermin than of game.  Some dogs, however, that are
not bad retrievers, are capital ratters, hut they are ex-
ceptions to the general rule. Indewd, vou should never
permit your dog to retrieve any kind of ground or
winged vermin. If the creature were only wonnded, it
iaight turn uponhim, He in self-defence would give it
a grip, and he might thus be led to follow the practice
on less pardonable decasions



CHAPTER V.

INITIATORY LESSONS OUT OF DOORS.—TRICKS.

131, T.essons in Country Walks.—132. * Instruction in quartering ; ** hunted whera
least likely to find Game; taugh®while young. In note, Bitch shot over when
geven monthe old.—133. If unrensonably long before taking to hunting, the
remedy.—13% Ttility of Tnitiatory Lessons; taught without punishing.—
136. Sew-confidence of timid doge increased. —136. The more Dogs learn, the
more readily they lenrn.—137. Two superior Dogs better than half a dozen of
the ordinary sort ; Action of Dogs ; their Feet ; Loina ; dazh of Foxhouud givea
eniflurnnee ; eross with Bull honts with nose too low ; Reliefa desirnble ; best
Dog referved for evening.—133. Immense sums spent in shooting, yet he-
grudged for superior Dogs.—139. Memorandum, never to ride through gate
with pun athwart-ship ; instance of Dog’s behaving admirably the first day
ghiown Game,—140. Proves the volue of Inibiatory Lessons.—141. Bummary
of knowledwe imparted by them.—142. Why to signal with right Hand. —148,
Obedience of Shepherd’'s Dogs to Signals. —14#. One Word only of Command ;
Dogs attend to the generg] Sewond, not to the zeveral Words, —145, Nomes of
Dogrs mob booend im "0 ™ to be epgily called ; to be dissimilar, <146, "' Drop ™
hetter word of command than ** Down ;" ase words of command least likely
to be employed by others ; when purchasing a Dog, ascertain whit words he
is pecustomed to,—1T o L. Ladies bove no cootrol over Dogs ; the reason,
=150 They poszess poticnce aud temper ; condd teach any Tricks ; Dogs hoow
taught to fag at Cricket, —151. Newfonndiand carrying off lndy’s Parasol for
& nn—152. He was a Physiognomist. —153. Method of tenching ' earrying, ™
grealiy differs from method of teaching " fetching.""—15+ Tricks exhibited
with effect, =155 to 157, Tnstavced at Tonbridee Wells.—158, 158, Instanced
at Gibralter; Gamo o Deouchiz,—160, 161, Elephant shown of =162, Be-
willerment of KEeeper of Menoperie. —163, Ladies' Pets too pampered ; Shep-
berd's Collies.—<16)k Kindoess without petting.—165, 166 Iostance of bad
Haobit cured by perseverance. Ladies lweaking in Dogs for the Gun. In
note, Whale fishing ot Bermuda —167. Dog’s Affections ; always gained by
first uttentions; win his love, that be oy exert himself to please.—Dog
sleeping ob poncher's clothes, =100, Esquimaux Dogs ; Bagquimanx Women,

131. As I before observed, you can practise most of
the initiatory lessbns in your country walks. Always
put something alluring in vour pocket to reward your
pupil for prompt obedience. Do not take him out un-
necessarily in bad weather. On no account let him
amuse himself by scraping acquaintance with every idle
cur he meets on the way ; nor permit, him to gambol
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abvurt the lanes. Lot Tam wwder=tane ] b vomne msnneer
that there 15 business in hawd,  Nevor let lim enter o

MOLMSED T0 Y Rat”

field before you, Alwuys becp hivi ab your heels, until
you give ki the orderto be o, You will find him dis-
posed to presume and encroach.  According to the ol
adage, “ Give him an inch, and he will take an ¢ll.” He
will be endeavouring to lead rather than to fullow, and,
should he faney himself unobserved, he will most per-
severingly steal inch upou inch in advinee.  Be everun
the watch, ready to check the begorwing of every act of
disobedience. Implicit obedience in trifles will ensure
it in things of more importance—hut see par. 345.

132. For some time, but the period is unecertain,—
say froin his being eizht monthg old until donbl: that
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age,*—he will merely gallop and frisk about, and pro-
bably will take diligently to persecuting butterflies. Let
him choose what he likes. Don't think that he will prize
small beer when he can get champagne. He will leave
oft noticing inferior articles as he becomes conversant
with the taste of game. It is now your main object to
cet him to hunt ; no matter ﬁfhat_, so that he i3 not per-
petually running to “heel.” And the'more timid he is,
the more your must let him chase, and amuse himself as
his fancy dictates, When vou see that he is really
occupying himself with more serious hunting, eagerly
searching for small bivds, especially larks, you must
begin instructing him how to quarter his ground to
the greatest advantage, under your constant direction.
Should any one join you, or anything occur likely to
prevent your giving him your strictest attention, on no
account permit hinf to range ; keep him to “heel” until
you are quite prepared to watch and contrel all his
movements. Hunt him where he is least likely to find
game, for he will take to quartering his ground far more
regularly, under your guidance, where his attention is
least distracted ’b:,r any scent. The taint of partridge
would be almost sure to make him deviate from the true
line on which you are anxious he should work, Labour
now diligently, if possible daily, though not for many
hours a day; for be assured a good method of ranging
can only be implanted when he is young; but be dis-
creet,—if he be naturally timid, you may make him
afraid to leave your heel—the worst of faults.

133. Should your pup be so long before taking to

I vnce had & poioter E;E could not have been hunted for
whose dam was broken in ( more than an hour or two at & time.
a fashion) and ly shot to  She ought not to have been taken
when seven months old With- +o the field for regular use unti
vut injury to her conetitutiof. she  fully a year old.
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hunting that your patience becomes exhausted, let an
old dog accompany you a few times. When he finds
birds, gradually bring the young one upon them from
leeward, and let him spring them. Encourage him to
sniff the ground they have quitted, and allow him to
run riot on the haunt. After that enjoyment, the
example of the old dog will most likely soon make
hint range, and employ his nose in seeking a repetition
of what has afforded him such unexpected delight. If
it does not, and the old dog is steady and good-humoured
enough to bear the annoyance cheerfully, couple the
young one to him. Before this he should have learned
to work kindly in couples (48). But I am get#ing on
too fast, and swerving from the track I ha® marked for
myself.  By-and-by I will tell yon how I think you
should instruet your youngster to quarter his eround to
the best advantage (173, &e.)

134, Common scnse shows that you ought not to
correct your dog for disobedience, unless you ave certain
that he knows his fault. Now you will see that the
initiatory lessons I recommend must give him that
knowledge, for they explain to him the meaning of
almost ell the signs and words of command you will
have to employ when shooting.  That knowledge, too,
is imparted by a system of rewards, not punishments,
Your object is not to break his spirit, but Jis self-will,
With his obedience you gain his affection. The greatest
hardship admissible, in this carly stage of his education,
is a strong jork of the checkcord, and a sound rating,
given, when necessary, in the loudest tone #hd sternest
manner; and it is singular how soon he will diserimi-
nate between the reproving term “bad " (to which he
will sensitively attach a feeling of shame), and the
encouraging word “tood,” expressions that will here-
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after have a powerful influence over him, especially if
he be of a gentle, timid disposition,

135, In edueating such a dog,—and there are many
of the kind, likely to turn out well if they ave judiciously
managed, often possessing noses so exquisite (perhaps
I onghit to say cautious), as nearly to make up for their
general want of constitution and powers of endurance,
—1it is satisfactory to think that all those lessons can be
inculeated withont in the slightest degree depressing his
spirit.  On the contrary, increasing observation and in-
celligertee will gradually banish his shyness and distrust
of his own powers; for he will be sensible that he is
becomiag more and more eapable of comprchending
your wishes, and therefore less likely to err and Le
punished (347).

136, T fear you may imagine that T am attributing
too much reasoning bower to him.  You would not think
so if you had broken in two or three dogs,  What makes
dog-teaching, if not very attractive, at least not labo-
rious, is the fact that the more you impart to a dog, the
more readily will he gain further knowledge. After
teaching a poudle or a terrier a fow tricks, you will be
surprised to sce ‘with what increasing facility he will
acquire cach successive accomplishment. It is this
cireumstance which, I think, should induce you not to
regard as ckimerical the perfeetion of which I purpose
to speak by-and-by, under the head of “ refinements in
breaking.” Indeed I only adopt this distinetion in
deference to what I cannot but eonsider popular preju-
dice ; for I'well know many will regard such accom-
plishments as altogether superfluous. It is sad to think
that an art which might easily e made much more
perfeet is allowed, almost by universal sufferance, to stop
short just at the point avhere excellence is within grasp.
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137. Far more dogs would be well-brolen if men
would but keep half the number they usually possess.

The owner of many dogs cannot shoot often enough over
them to give them great experience.

Is it that some youngsters are fond of the éelat of a laroe kennel 1
That can hardly be, or oughtnot to be ; for clearly it would be more
sportsmanlike to pride themselves upon the rare qualities of afew
highly-trained angnals. Alover of the trigger might be excused an
occasional boast, if made withan approach totruth, that he shotover
the best-broken dogs in the county. I say seriously, thatif I had
a considerable bet upon the quantity of game that I was to killin a
season, I had much rather possess two perfectly educateddogs than
half a dozen commonly called broken ;—and even if I gave fifty or
sixty guineas for the brace, it would be more economical than to
purchase twice as many of the everyday sort; for, to say gothing of
the tax-gatherer, consider what would be the saving at the end of
a very few years, between the keep of fwo, and of Mur or five dogs.
I suspect the difference would soon repay the large price paid for
the highly-educated favourites. O, yes. Ianticipate what you
would say ; but, keen sportsman as I am, I own I have not time or
inclination toshootoftener than three or fourout of thesix working
days of the week,—and I suspect not many men have, except just
at the beginning of a season. Moreover, in reference to what I
fancy are your thoughts respecting the insufliciency of two, I must
premise that they are to be good-hearted dogs,— good feeders after
work,—probablyof the sortwhose exuberant animal spivits,untiring
energies, andraptureatinhaling the exciting perfume of game, have
ledthem torunriotin many a lawless chase ; whohave cons®uently
used up more than their fair share of the breaker's checkcord, and
consumed an undue portion of his time. THhey must not be those
whose constitutions have been injured in their growth by excessive
work ; for dogs vary as much as horses in the quantity of labour
they are able to perform, both from diversity of natural capabilities,
and from the greater or less care bestowed upon them while pro-
gressing towards maturity. The Esquimanx, wi® from anxious
observation must be a competent judge,—his very existence de-
pending u}mn the powers and endurance of his dogs,—not vnly
occasionally crosses them with the wolf (the progeny is prolific) tv
increase their strength and hardiness—I do not say sagacity—but
he is su impressed with the necessity of not overtasking them until
they have attained their full stamina and vigour that, although he
breaks them into harness before theyare quite a twelvemonth old
when theirimmediate services would be convenient, he yetabstains
from putting them to severelabouruntil they are nearly three years
of age. My supposed dogs must, too, have asunited a gﬁllnpu a
good hunter, and have :mall, round, hard feet ; for thisI hold tobe
& more certain test of endurance in the field than any other point
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that you can name. Rest assured, that the worst loined dogs with
good feet * are capable of more fatigue in stubble or heather than
the most muscular and best loined, with fleshy *““understandings.”
The most enduring pointers I have ever seen hunted had more o
lesa of the strain of the fox-hound ; but doubtless they were pro-
portionately hard to break, for their hereditary bias on one side of
the house must have given them an inclination to chase and ca
their heads low. I have shot over a cross with the bull-dog. The
animal showed great courage, perseverance, and nose, buthe hunted
with his head so near the ground that he hit off no game unless he
came upon its run. The strongest heather couid not have curkd
such a sad carriage. Itwould he quite unreasonable to expect that
dogs so bred (from either fox-hound or bull-dog) would have acted
like Mr. M——t's, (see 280) the first day they were shown game,
Rememberalso that T do notexpectto lose any shota from the birds
being scared by my being fumeg to call or whistle to the dogs, and
that I confidently ho ‘Iua to shoot more coolly and collectedly from
not being worried and annoyed by their misconduct ; I allow, how-
ever, that in any open country more than two dogs are desirable;
and I especially admit that, whenever I might have the good luck
to get away to the moors, I should be unwilling to start with no
more than a brace ; but even in this case, as I should hope for
better society than my own, have I not aright to caleulate upon the
probable contingent to by hrﬂught by my friend ! and if his turned
out superior to mine, we should alwaysreserve hisfor ourevening's
beat, which ought to bethebest feeding ground, and towardswhich
it would be our endeavour t'tu'uughout & dn}r to drive the birds;
for, unlike the partridge, the later it is, early in the season, the better
grouse lie. Many dogs are desirable, not that they may be hunted
together, but that they may be hunted in reliefs. But some possess
80 much power and bottom that their owners need seldom think
about reliefs in partridge-shooting.

138. In enlarging a kennel, it ought always to be remembered
that the companionship of one disorderly cur, nominally cheap, but
in reality dear, soon leads astray the better disposed. Men who
sparenoexpense in preserving theirgrounds,inrearing and feeding
birds, &c., will often befound to begrudge a few extra pounds inthe
pu.rf:hase of a dog, however good. This appears odd, but it is too
true. If they would but sum up the rent they pay for the right of
shooting (or, what is the same thing, its value, if they choose to
let it), the wages of men, the cost of breeding game, taxes, and

* 1 often shwot over a setter
bitch l'.'b-E:'ln::u:»g;i::.%1 to one of my
relations) that bas capital feet,
but is very defective across the
loins. She is extremely fast, and
a brilliant performer for balf o
day ; but she then shuts up com-
'p'let.elj A little rest, however,

soon brings her round for another
balf day's brilliant work, Unless
a dog is particularly light in body,
bad feet quickly scald upon heath
or stubble, and they are longer
getting round, than is a bad loined
dog in recovering from a day's
fatigue,
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PROACHING. A BARREL

voPhe extrenitive of the gun canght the side-posts,” —Tar, 139
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all other attendant expenses, they would find that they wreck
themselves at last for comparatirely a trifle,

139. I am, however, wandering from our immediate
subject. Let usreturn to the lecture, and consider how
much knowledge your pupil will have acquired by these
preliminary instructicns. Weshall find that, with the
exception of a systematically confirmed range, veally
little remains to be learned, save what his almost un-
aided instinet will tell him,

I will give you an instance of what I mean in the conduct of a
young pointer I saw shot over the first day he was ever shown
ame, You know that in Ireland grouse-shooting does not com-
mence before the 20th of August—a date far more judicious than
ours. Iwell remember that day at Clonmel in the year 1§28, Long
before any glimmering of licht, one of our party had fractured the
stock of a favourite donble-barrel, by cavelessly letting it hang
across his body at the moment a skittish cob he was viding rushed
through a narrow gateway. The extremities of the gun canght
the side-posts, and if it had not given way, he must have parted
company with his nag. I believe we eagh made a memorandum
never whilst riding threugh a gate to let our guns get athwart-
ship. The morning turned outso dreadfully wet that, after remain-
ing for hours in a hovel at the footof the Galtee Mountains, we were
forced to return home, The following day we made a fresh start.
Being sadly in want of dogs, we took out a young pointer who
had never seen a bird, but was tolerably e fuit in the initiatory
lessons which I have described. In ashort time he began to hunt
—made several points in the course of the day—and 1'ijmugh crery
thing was strange to him (for it was the st time he had been
associated in the field with other dogs,—mnay, almost the first
time of his being hunted at all), yet, from his comprehension of
the several orders that he received, and perfect obedience, he
acquitted himself so creditably, that he was allowed, not only to
be one of the best, but nearly the very best hroken dog of the party.
Indeed, the sportsmen who accompanied the owner (for three
guns shot together—a mal-arrangement attributable to accidental
circumstances, not choice) WUIﬁEhardly #e persuaded that the
dog had not been shot over the latter end of the preceding season.

140, I name this instance, and I can vouch for its
truth, not as an example fo be followed, for 1t was most
injudicious to have so soon taken out the youngster
with companions, but to prove to you how much you
can effect by initiatory instruction ; indced, afterwards,
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you will have little eise to do than teach and confirin
your dog in a judicious range; his own sagacity and
inereasing experience will be his principal guides; for,
consider how much you will have taught him.
141. He will know—
1. That he is to pay attention to his whistle—the
whistle that you demgn always to use to him,
I mean that when he hears one 16w blast on his
whistle he is to look to you for orders, but not
necessarily run towards you, unless he is out of
sight, or you continue whistling (19).
i1. That “Toho,” or the right arm raised nearly per-
pendicglm*ly, means that he is to stand still
(19 to 22).
i11. That “ Drop,” or the left arm raised nearly per-
pendicularly, or the report of a gun, means that
he is to croucl down with his head close to the
ground, between his feet, however far.off he
may be ranging. Greater relaxation in the
position may be permitted after he has been a
dittle time shot over (23 to 27).
1v. That “On " (the short word for “ hie-on "), or the
forward underhand swing of the right hand,
signifies that he is to advance in a forward
direction (the direction in which you are waving).
This sfgnal is very useful. It implies that you
want the dog to hunt ahead of you. You em-
ploy it also ;when you are alongside of him at
his point, and are desirous of urging him to
follow up the running bird or birds, and press
toarise. If he push on too eagerly, you restrain
him by slightly raising the right hand—xir1, of
this paragraph (19 to 22).
v. That a wave of the right arm and hand (the arm



6. V.) RULES KNOWN, 87

being fully extended and well to the right) from
left to right, means that he is to hunt to the ri ght.
Some men wave the left hand across the body
from left to right, asa direction to the dog to hunt
to the right; but that signal is not so apparent
at a distance as the one I have deseribed (36).
v1. Thata wave of the left arm from right to left (the

arm being fully extended and well to the left),
means that he is to hunt to the left (36).

vir. That the “ Beckon,” the wave of the right hand
towards you, indicates that he is to hunt towards
you (37). See also 71. |

viir, That the word “ Heel,” or a wave of the right hand
to the rear (the reverse of the underhand ericket-
bowler’s swing), implies that he is to give up
hunting, and go directly close to your heels (44).

1X. That “ Fence ” means that %e is not to leave the

place where you are. After being so checked a
few times when he is endeavouring to quit the
field, lie will understand the word to be an order
not to “ break fence ™ (46, 47).

X. That “ Find,"” or “ Seek,” means that he is to
search for something which he will have great,
gratification in discovering. When he is in the
field he will quickly understand this to be game
(34, 35).

XI. That “Dead ™ (which it would be well to accom-
pany with the signal to “ }eel”) means that
there is something not far off, which he would
have great satisfaction in finding. On hearing
it, he will come to you, and await your signals
instructing him in what direction he is to hunt
for it, When, by signals, you have put him as
near as you can upon the spot where you think
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the bird has fallen-you will say, “Find ;" for,
until you say that word, he ought Lo be more
oceupied in attending to your signals fhan in
searching for the bird.  When you have shot a
good mary birds to him, if he is within sight, in
order to work more silently, omit saying “ Dead,”
only <i'mal to him to go to “ Heel " (19, 34, 35,
44),

That “ Cave' means that he is near that for which

he is hunting. This word, used with the right
hand slightly raised (the signal for the “ Toho,"
only not exhibited nearly so energetically), will
soon make him comprehend that game is near
him, awd that he is therefore to hunt cautiously.
You will use it when your young dog is racing
too fast among turnips or potatoes (39).

That “Up "™ mtans that le is to sniff with his
nose high in the air for that of which he is in
search (41).

That * Away " (or *“ Gone,” or “Flown") is an
dndication that the thing for which he was hunt-
ing, and of which he smells the taint, is no
longer there. This word is not to be used in
the ticld until your young dog has gained some
experience (43).

That ““AVare " (pronounced “ War ") is a general
order to desist from whatever he may be doing.
“No " is perhaps a better word : it can be pro-
nounced more distinetly and energetically. If
the ebmmand is occasionally accompanied with
the cracking of your whip, its meaning will soon
be understood (47).

He will also know the distinction between the
chiding term “ Bad ” and the encouraging word
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“Good ;” and, moreover, be sensible, from your

look and manner, whether you are pleased or

gngry with him. Dogs, like children, are phy-
siognomists (40, end of 134).

142. You will perceive that you are advised to use

the right hand more than the left. This is only because

the left hand is so ggnerally employed in carrying the

gun,

143. By oftenand uniformly employing thesignals I have named,
you will find it more easy to place your pupil, and make him hunt
exactly where you wish, than you may at first suppose. Inan open
country the movements of sheep are entirely controlled by dogs; and
if you never have had the opportunity of ngserring it, you would be
no less surprised than interested at witnessing with what accuracy
a shepherd, standing on a hill-side, can, by the motfons of his hand
and arm, direct his dog to distant points in the valley below. If
you could see it, you wonld be satistied it was not by harsh means
that he obtained such willing, cheerful obedience. His signals to
the right, left,and inwards, are verysimilar to those just deseribed.
He, however, instructs his dog to go furbher ahead, by using lis
hand and arm as in the action of tﬁmwing. but keeping an open
sa.l.m towards the animal (the arm raised high), a signal un-

eniably more visible at a distance than the one named m 1v. of
141, though not generally so well suited to the sportsman.

144, You will also observe that when the vfice is
employed (and this should be done only when the dog
will not obey your signals), I have recommended you
to make use of but one word. Why should you say,
“Come to heel,”” “Ware breaking fence,” “Have a care?
If you speak in sentences, yon may at times uncon-
sciously vary the words of the sentence, or the emphasis
on any word ; and as it is only by the sound that you
should expect a dog to be guided, the more defined and
distinet in sound the several commands are, the better.

145, This consideration lgads to the remark that, as,
by nearly universal consent, “ Toho” is the word em-
ployed to tell a dog to point, the old rule is clearly a
judicious one, never to call him “ Ponto,” “ Sancho,” or
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by any name ending in “0.” Always, too, choose one
that can be hallooed in a sharp, loud, high key. You
will find the advantage of this whenever you lgse your
dog, and happen not to have a whistle. Observe, also,
if you have several dogs, to let their names be dis-
similar in sound.

146. I have suggested your employing the word
“ Drop,” instead of the usnal word “ Down,” because it
is less likely to be uttered by any one on whom the dog
might jump or fawn; for, on principle, I strongly object
to any order being given which is not strictly enforced,
It begets in a dog, as much as in the nobler animal who
walks on two leos, habits of inattention to words of
command, and ultimately makes greater severity neces-

DEAF TO THE VOIOE OF PERSUASION.—Par. 144

sary. If Ifelt certain I should never wish to part with
a dog I was instructing, I should carry this principle so
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far as to frame a novel vocabulary, and never use any
word I thought he would be likely to hear from others.
By-the-bye, whenever yon purchase a dog, it would be
advisable to ascertain what words of command and
what signals he has been accustomed to,

147. Thefair sex, though possessing unbounded and most proper,
mfluence over us, notorwusly have iut little control over their
canine favourites, This, however, solely arises from their seldom
enforcing obedience to the orders which they give them.

148, If a lady takes a dog out for a walk, she keeps constantly
calling to it, lest it should go astray and be lost. The result is that,
ere long, the dog pays not the slightest attention to her, his own
sagacity telling him that he need not trouble himself to wateh her,
as she will be sure to look after him. But she can plead a charming
authority for her weakness—Charles Lamb, who felt oBliged to
follow wherever **Dash™ chose to lead ; for *Dush " soon found
out that he might take what liberties he pleased with ** Elia.”

149. There is also a varying in the manner, tone of voice, and
words of command, which generally prevents the success of ]M_]ilE'E
in teaching a four-footed pet any tricks beyond the art of begging,

A B0LICITOR,

This feat they aceomplish because they cannot well deviate from
the beaten path. They naturally hold the animal in a proper posi-
tion while they say, ** Beg ; beg, sir, beg ;" and do not give him
the reward until he has obeyed orders more or less satisfactoril ¥.
150. Honesty compels us to give them credit for more temper
and patience than fall to the lot of the sterner sex ; and if the
would but pursue one steady, uniform, consistent plan, they might
(sitting in & begging attitude mot being naturally an agreeable
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position for a dog) quite as easily teach him to dance—hold a pipe
in his mouth—stand up in a corner—give the right or left paw—
shut the door—pull the bell rope—leap over a parasol—or drag
forth his napkin, and spread it as atablecloth at dinner-time,* &e. ;
and, by following the method elsewhere explained (96, 107, 109),
seldom lose anything in their walks, as their faithful companion
would almost invariably be on the alert to pick up and carry to
them whatever they night drop. It is in this manner that dogs
are sometimes made very useful assistants at cricket. A golf-ball
maker at St, Andrew's, A n R n, pmploys his dog yet more
usefully—at least more profitably. He has talaght the animal to
search the links by himself fol balls, and to take home all he finda.
Until the introduction of the universally applied gutta-percha, the
price of golf-balls was two shillings each. It may, therefore, be
easily imagined that the dilizent little fellow paid liberally for
hiz board and lodoing.  But the trick of carying has been made
as serviceable to the dog as to his master,

151. A cousin of one of my brother ofticers, Colonel A——n, was
taking a walk in the year '49, at Tunbridge Wells, when a strange
Newfoundland made a snatch at the parasol she held loosely in her
hand, and gquietly carried it off.  His jaunty air and wageing tail
plainly told, as he marched along, that he was much pleased at his
feat. The lady civilly requested him tovestore it. This he deelined,
but in g0 gracious a maener that she essayed, thongh ineffectually,
to drag it from him. She therefore laughingly, albeit unwillingly,
was constrained to follow her property rather than abandon it alto-
gether. The dog kept ahead, constantly looking round to see if
she fullowed, and was evidently greatly pleased at perceiving that
she continued to favour him with her company. At length he
stepped into a confectioner’s, where the lady renewed her attempts
to obtain possession of her property ; but as the Newfoundland
would not resign it, ghe applied to the shopman for assistance, who
said that it was an old trick of the dog's to get a bun ; that if she
would give him one he would immediately return the stolen goods,
She cheerfully did so, and the dog as willingly made the exchange.

152. I'll be bound the intelligent animal was no mean observer
of countenances, and that he had satisfied himself, by a previoua
scrutiny, as to the probability of his delinquencies being forgiven.

153. “Carrying” is a pretty—occasionally, as we see,
a useful—trick, but it does not further any sporting
object. “£arrying” and “fetching” are essentially

* A trick that historical research  worthy son of the * Dearest-of-
probably would show to have been  men,” as he used to be called by
devised in a conclave of bouse-  his fund mistress, who, I need not
maids, and which was constantly  say, had no children of her own
performed by one of my oldest on whom to lavish her caresses,

Febemans O Tk le-brush,'' a
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different. The object chiefly sought in the latter is to
make the dog deliver expeditionsly(107); in the former,
to make him carry perseveringly for miles, and miles.
To inculeate carrying, always make him suppose that
you greatly regard what is confided to his charge.
Many a good carrier is spoiled by children picking
up any stick and giving it to him. He has the sensc
to know that it is valueless, and when he is tired of the
fun, he drops it unrebuked, and, after a time, is supplied
with another. If you practise a pup in carrying a stick,
show more discretion than to let it be so long that it
must jar against his teeth by trailing on the ground, or
hitting the walls.

154. Being on the subject of tricks, as several ladies have done
me the unexpected but highly appreciated honour of reading what
1 have said respecting their four-footed attendants, I think it as
well to observe, should they be tempted to teach a favourite any
accomplishments, that these should be pPactised occasionally, or
they may be forgotten (all the sooner, like more serious studies,
the more “easily %hey were acquired) ; and that the exhibition of
them might be made much mure effective and atriking by a little
exercise, on the ladies’ part, of the address and tact with which
Dame Nature has so liberally endowed them.

155. Quite a sensation was created many years ago, & Tun-
bridge Wells, by the Hon. C. D——a, who possessed a dog which
had been taught by a former master, for ve®y unlawful purposes,
to fetech, when ordered, any article to which his owner hmf slily
directed the animal's attention.

156. The gentleman was walking up and down the crowded
Pantiles, listening to the public band, and playing the agreeable
to a titled lady, whom he subsequently married, when, bowing
to some passing acquaintance, he casually observed, * How badly
my hat has been brushed ! ™ at the same time giving the private
signal to the dog, who instantly ran off to one of the adjacent
toy-shops, and brought away the hat-brush which his master had
pointed out to him about a quarter of an hour before.

157 As Mr. D——a kept his own counsel, the lady and many
of their friends, as well as the pursuing shopman, fancied the
d:g had sufficient intelligence 8 understand what had been said,
and had, from his own sagacity, volunteered fetching what he
conceived was required.

158. The barrack-rooms at Gibraltar used not to be furnished
with bells. An officer of the Artillery, quartered on the Rock
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while I was there, and, by-the-bye, so good a player at draughts
that he used to aver—and his unusunal skill seemed to prove the
correctness of the assertion—that if he had the first move he
eould win to a certainty, was accustomed tosummon his servant b
sending his dog for him. On getting the signal, away the Maltese
poodle would go, not much impeded by closed doors in that hot
climate, and, by a bark, inform the man that he was wanted.

159. The daily routine of a quiet bachelor's life 13 so unvaried
in those barracks that the servant could generally guess what
was required ; and visitors were aften surprised at bearing the
officer (Major F——e) say to his dog, ' TellvJohn to bring my
sword and cap,” or * the bre~kfast,” &c., and still more surpriseil
at seeing that such orders were punctually obeyed.

160. But for exhibiting tricks with effect doubtless iy old
warm-hearted friend KE——g (elsewhere mentioned, 450), bears
off the palm. He brought two young elephants to England from
Ceylon ; one he secured when it was a mere baby, and would
not quit the side of its dam after he had shot her. The other
was about seven feet high. He had taught them several tricks
before they embarked, and during the long voyage home, passed
on deck, they had learned many others from the sailors, and,
when needed, would usefully help in giving “a long pull,—a
strong pull,—and a pull altogether.”

161. General B——g. having spoken to the Duchess of Y—k
about the little animals, she gappened to say she would like to
possess the smallest ; of course K o was too gallant a man not
to send it at onece to Oatlands. George the Fourth heard of the
other ; and on some of his staff mentioning that it would be accept-
able to His Majesty, it went to the Pavilion at Brighton. It was
kept there until they were tired of it, when it was transferred to
the Tower. Hearing of its being there, K——g one morning went
into the menagerie. An officer of the Guards,on duty at thﬁuwer,
was at the moment Seeing the animals with a party of ladies;
K—g was in a hwry, and inquired where the elephant was,
saying he had come expressly to have a look at him and nothing
¢lse. The officer very good-humouredly observed that it mattered
not what beasts they saw first, so the party adjourned to the
elephant. K——g wged the keeper to go into the den to show
him off, but the man said the animal had so recently arrived there
that he was afraid. K——g offered togo in. The man refused
leave, stating it was ‘nore than his situation was worth to permit
it. K——g pressed to be allowed. The officer warmly urged the
keeper to comply, ‘‘ as the gentleman felt so confident,” and the
keeper wavering, K——g, without saying another word, squeezed
himself through the massive oak bars, went up boldly to the
elephant, put his hand on his snoulder as he used to do in old
days ; the sagacious brute at onee obeyed the signal and lay down,
got up again when desired, salaamed to the ladies, held a foot out
for K——g to stand on, then raised it up4o aid K——g in getting
on his back, and afterwards lay dewn to enable his old master to
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dismount conveniently. K——g then tickled him to make him
kick, which the awkward looking beast did in a very laughable
manner, and the laugh of the spectators was not diminished by
his squeezing K g so close into a corner that he could only
escape by slipping under the creature’s belly. K——p finished
the exhibition by making him turn round, and again salaam the
company.

162, I will not swear that K——g, who has much quiet humour,
did not propose going into any uﬂlur den and show off all the Imnq

and tigersina similar manner; but he found, of conrse unex pectedly,

on Woking at his warch, that he was obliged to harey off instant Iy.
The delighted and bewildered kuu]h::?l.’llh't':l.h‘ﬂ him to reveal the
secret by which such marvellous feats were performed. K——
promised to do so on his return to London ; and he would have
kept his word had not the poor elephant soon afterwards died in
cutting his tusks. So the man, to this day, for all 1 know to the
contrary, thinks my friend little less than a necromancer.

163. Itisto be observed that ladies’ dogs are generally®so pam-
pered and overfed that a common reward does not stimulate them
to exertion in the same degree it does doos less fuvoured. I should

REFPLETE WITH GOOD THRINGS,

speak more correctly if Iwaid less fed ; for I am ungallant enough
to fancy that an unpacked canine jury would consider the good
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health, high spirits, and keen appetite of the latter a fair set-off
against the delicacies and caresses bestowed by the prettiest and
most indulgent of mistresses. Though the collie is the shepherd’s
constant companion, the shepherd well knows that always petting
the dog would spoil him. Sir J——s M e, a Highlander,
observed to his gamekeeper that he never saw the shepherds
coaxing and caressing their collies. *‘ True,” the man replied,
“‘but you never saw one strike his dog ; he is always kind to them.”
Hear this, ye ladies, who would be right glad that your pretty
pets were a hundred times more obedient than you find them.

164. There are few animals whose confidene., if not attachment,
uty not be gained by constant kindness without pettine. One
summer'smorning I walked from Rossto breakfast with Mr.C——a
at his picturesque old-fashioned house, built near a small tributary
to the Wye. 1 was specially invited to see some tame trout, whose
timidity Mr. C——s had overcome by feeding them regularly every
day. Until he made his appearance near the waters not a fish was
visible y and it was very interesting to watch the perfect confidence
they evinced, | might add pleasure, whenever he approached the
banks. He said he felt sure he could get them to feed out of
his hands if he chose to devote sufficient time to them. There
was one fine fellow for whom all the rest most respectfully made
way. He weighed close upon 5 1b. This was proved ; for a party,
whose name I dare notnention, secretly caught the animalin order
to weigh it, and though he immediately replaced it in the water
perfectly uninjured, yet its old distrust was so much re-awakened
that it hid itself for four or five months. Mr, C s naturally
thought that it had been captured by some poacher, and had met
with the same unlucky fate as a former favourite, of still larger
dimepsions, which a newly-hired cook had contrived to secure
whilst it was basking in the shallows, and had served up at dinner
sime, in the full expectation of receiving much commendation for
her piscatory skill.

165. Judicious perseverance—in other words, consistency—will
not only teach accomplishments, but correct bad manners. The
oldest friend 1 possess used to allow a favourite dog to sleep in his
bedroom. Theanimal, though he had a very short, clean coat, was
always more or less annoyed by those nimblest of tormentors,*

* It isastonishing what myriads
of fleas are bred in the sand in
wany hot countries. When walk-
ing along sorhe of the roads during
the spring, numbers of the little
creatures will pay you the com-
pliment of attaching themselves
to your dress and person, At
Bermuda they so regularly make
their appearance with the whales
that the niggers think there must

be some intimate, however mys-
terious, connexion between the
two. In India the natives expel
the intruders from their houses by
strewing fresh saffron leaves about
the rooms, and a decoction from
these snid leaves, applied liberally
to o dog's coat, rids him of the
unwelcome visitors however nu-
merops, 1 have read that the
same good effect wil be produced
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to be found in most countries, particularly in warin ones ; and
there being no carpet in the room, his scrutching at night, as
you may well imagine, made a loud, disagrecable thwmping
against the hoards, which invariably awoke my friend (a very
lizht sleeper). and he as invariubly scolded the dog. This un-
deviating consistency made the dog at length entirely relinquish
the obnoxious practice, until his master was fairly awake, or at
least had legun to stretch and yawn.

166. Now, 1 want you to observe that, hald the noise but only
occasionally awakened my friend, however much he might then
hate scolded, the adog would not have given up the habit ; he
would constantly have entertained the hope that he might endea-
vourtoremove histiny persecutors unreproved, and the temptation
wonld have outweighed the risk. 1t would have becn inconsistent
to have frequently but not always checked him. I know a lady,
possessing great perseverance and temper, who has taught even cats
miany tricks—nay, since the last edition of this hook was printed |
have heard of several ladies having mostsuccessfully vducgted dogs
for the field. A very pleasant girl, Miss G h, almost a stranger
to ine, who sat next to me at a large dinner-party about a year ago,
asked me in the course of conver-ation whether I wis related to the
author of “Dogz-Breaking,” and then greatly gratitivd me by say-
ing that her sister had broken in several Pointers for her brother,
a M.F.H. She spoke of one particular 1st of September, when
her sister was rather nervous, as awell-kn®wn keen sportsman had
been invited to shoot, and a young well-bred dog, solely tutored
by herseli, was to bear his first shot ; but at dinner-time she was
awply recompensed for all the trouble she had taken by having
the delight of learning that her pupil had performed admirably,
atnd had understood and been attentive to every signal. I asked

if Lis hair be well wetted with a
selution of the pum of the sloc-
tree in water. Fourteen grains
of the gum to one quart of water.
The capture of the whale, by-
the-bye, at Bermuda, affurds sport
as exciting as it is profitable. The
fish are struck within sight of the
Islands, and as the warer iz shoal,
owing to sandbanks, a short line
8 employed. By this line the
stricken animal tows the har-
pooner's boat alopg with fearful
rapidity, an immense wave curlin
far above the high bow. The fles
of the young whale is excellont,—
very like veal,—and with the black
population the whaling is

one of great feasting and enjoy-

ment.  Ly=a colunial law no charge
cau be made for the flesh of the
fish. Every comer has a right to
carry off as much of the meat as
he may require, but no blubler,
On a whale being killed, a well-
known sigoal, huisted at the seve.
ral look-out posts, quickly informa
the eoloured inbalitants of the
succeasful ®eizure, and whether it
has Leen effected at the worth or
south side. Numgroua claimanta
then hurry off, on foot or in boat,
to secure a sulliciency for several
days’ consumption, of a food they
rize far more than beef or mutton,
is not immediately used is
cut into etrips, andd dried in the
Fumn.



88 WIN AFFECTION. fom. v.

how it was that the youngster was not alarmed at the report of-
the gun. She replied that it was doubtless attributable to his
perfect confidence that he should not be hurt, as he had never
undergone any punishing during the whole course of his training.

167. Ladies' pets are a proof that dogs can, as easily as children,
Le effectually spoiled by injudicious kindness ; but canine nature
contrasts with infant nature in this, that no petting or spoiling
will withdraw a dog's affection from the individual to whom he
first becomes attached in a new home, provided that person con-
tinues but decently civil to him. And be this a caution to you.
If ever you have a stranger to instruct? let ms one but yourseslf
associate with or feed him for many days after his arrival. You
may then feel assured of afterwards possessing his unrivalled
affections, especially if to you alone he is to be grateful for his
enjoyment in the field ; and you must win his affection, or he
will not strive to his ntmost to assist you.

168. A well-known poaching character, —though ostensibly, and
by profersion, a dog-breaker, —was remarkable for the fondness
immediately evinced for him by all dogs placed underhis care. He
was not particular about his dress; and it at length transpired that
it was his custom to make up a bed, for allnew-comers, in his room,
of the clothes he had just taken off. This so habituated the dogs
to the scent of his person, by night as well as by day, that they
became unwilling to quit it, especially as the man was naturally
good-tempered, and always treated them with great kindness,

169, Captain Parry relates of the Esquimaux dogs, that they are
far more attached,—from kindnesses received in youth,—to the
women, than to the men; and that, consequently, the latter, in
all cases of difficulty, are obliged to apply to their wives to catch
the alpiost woolly animals, and coax them to draw unusually
heavy loads. The beloved voice of the women will control and
animate the dogs to exertion, at a time when the words of the
men would be powerliess, and their blows only produce irritation

or obstinacy.



CHAPTER VI

FIRAT LESSOM IN SEPTEMBER COMMENCED. RANGING.

170. Regular Brenkers make Dogs “ point ** paired birda in Spring; tends to
blinking.—171. Batter not to eee Game until shot over; taken out alone om
afine day in Beptember.—172. Perpetually whistling to animuate doga inju-
dicions,—173, Beat largest Fields, and whera least likely to find Game,—
174. Commence from leeward ; Scent bad in a calm or gale ; ohservations on
Scent ; it diferently affects Pointers and Setters ; seo Note —175 to 179, In-
structions in ** ranging. “—15%0, Kept from hedoe ; Ranre preatengon moows
than stubble,—181. Distavce between Porallels dependent on tenderness of
nose.—182, A point at Partridge a hundred yords off. —Is3. At Grouse a
hundred and fifty yards off ; My, L——g's opinion of distanee at which Dosrs
wind birds —18¢ If the Dog is to bunt with anotber, the I'arallels to be
further apart.—185. No interruption when windiog birds, yet not allowed to
puzzle; Nose to gain experience, —156. Binds lie well to Dog that " winds, "
not ** fools ™ them.—187, While Dugs most visibde to bieds nod to you 0 o dis-
advantare aud advantare ; white Peet often not good ; feel of Setters hetter
than of Pointers,—18%, Innttentive to Whistle, made to " drogs,™ &g, ; when
rating or punishing, the disrevarded order or sigual to be often repeated;
Whip to crack loadly,—I1e8, The atasinment of a sciontilic Ronge dilicult,
but of surpassing value ; the best ranger must in the owl find most pama,

170. A KEEPER nearly always breaks in his poung
dogs to point (or “set,” as some term it), if their ages
permit it, on favourable days in Spring, when the par-
tridges have paired.* He gets plenty of points, and the
birds lie well. But I cannot believe it is the best way
to attain great excellence, though the plan has many
followers : it does not cultivate the intelligence of his
pupils, nor enlarge their ideas by making them sensible
of the object for which such pains are taken in hunting
them. Moreover, their natural ardour (a f2eling that
it should be his aim rather to increase than weaken)
is more or less damped by having often to stand at

* In ordinary seasons imme- — —before the birds bave made theis
diately after St. Valentine's Day, peats



100 “BREAKING" IN PAIRING SEASON. fem. wh

came before they can be rewarded for their exertions
by having it killed to them ; it prevents, rather than
imparts, the zeal and perseverance for which Irish dogs
are so remarkable (365). Particularly ought a breaker,
whose pupil is of a nervous temperament, or of too
centle a disposition, to consider well that the want of
all recompense for finding paired birds must make
a timid dog far more likely to beconte a “blinker”
when he is checked for nbot pointing them, than when
he is checked for not pointing birds, which his own
impetuosity alone deprives him of every chance of
rapturously “touseling.” (See also end of 280.) The
very fact that “the birds lie well” frequently leads to
inischief ; for if the instructor be not very watchful,
there is a fear that his youngsters may succeed in
getting too close to their game before he forces them
to come to a stanct point. A keeper, however, has
but little choice (and it is not a bad time to teach
the back), if his master insist upon shooting over the
animals the first day of the season, and expect to find
them wwhat some call “perfectly broken in.” But
I trust some few of my readers may have nobler
ends in view, and that they will cheerfully sacrifice
a little of their shooting the first week of the season
to ensure super-excellence in their pupils at its close.
Remember, I do not object to spring drilling (vide
131), but to much spring pointing.

171, I will suppose your youngster to have been well
grounded in his initiatory lessons, and that you take
him out when' the crops are nearly off the ground (by
which time there will be few squeakers), on a fine cool
day in September (alas! that it cannot be an August
day on the moors), to show him birds for the first time.
As he 1s assumed to be highly bred, you may start in
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the confident expectation of killing partridees over him,
especially if he be a pointer, Have his nose moist and
healthy. Take him out when the birds are on the
feed, and of an afternoon in preference to the morning
(unless from an unusually dry season there be but little
scent), that he may not be attracted by the taint of
liares or rabbits. Take him out alone, if he evince any
disposition to hunt, which, at the age we will presume
him to have attained this season, we must assume
that he will do, and with great zeal. Be much guided
by his temper and character. Should he possess great
courage and dash, you cannot begin too soon to make
him point. You should always check a wild dog in
racing after pigeons and small birds on their rising ;
whereas you should encourage a timid dor (one who
clings to “ heel ") in such a fruitless but exciting chase,
The measures to be pursued with such an animal are
fully dgtailed in 132, 133.

172, I may as well caution you against adopting the
foolish practice of attempting to cheer on your dog with
a constant low whistle, under the mistaken idea that it
will animate him to increased zeal in hunting. Frowm
perpetually hearing the monotonous sound, it would
prove as little of an incentive to exertion as a con-
tinued chirrup to a horse; and yet if habituated to it,
your dog would greatly miss it whenever hunted by
a stranger. Not unregarded, however, would it be
by the birds, to whom on a calm day it would act as
a very salutary warning.

173. Though you have not moors, fortuifately we can
suppose your fields to ke of a good size. Avoid al?
‘which have been recently manured. Select those that
are large, and in which you are the least likely to find
birds, until his spirits are somewhat sobered, and he
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begins partiy to compreliend your instructions respect-
ing his range. There is no reason why he should not
have been taken out a few days before this, not to show
him birds, but to have commenced teaching him how to
traverse his ground. Indeed, if we had supposed him
of a suflicient age (132), he might by this time be some-
what advanced towards a systematic beat. Itisseeing
many birds early that is to be deprecateé, not his being
taught how to range.

174. Be careful to enter every field at the leeward *
side (about the middle), that he may have the wind to
work against. Choose a day when there is a breeze,
but not & boisterous one. In a calm, the scent is sta-
tionary, and can hardly be found unless accidentally.
In a gale it is scattered to the four quarters.t You

* "“Leeward'" —anautical phrase
—here menning the side t -wards
which the wind blows from the
field. If you entered elsewhere,
the dog while ranging would be
tempted from the natural bearing
of his noze towards the wind, to
come back upon you, making his
first turn inwards instead of out-
wards.

t+ But, independently«af these
obvious reasons, scent i3 affected
by causes into the nature of which
none of us can penetrate. There
is a contrariety in it that ever has
puzzled. and apparently ever will
puzzle, the most observant sports-
man (whether a lover of the chase
or gun,) and therefore, in igno-
rance of the doubtless immutable,
though to us inexplicable, laws
by which it is regulated, we are
contented to it * capricious,”
Immediately before heavy rain
there frequently ia none, It is
undeniable that moisture will at
one time destroy it,—at another
bring it. That on certain days—

in slight frost, for instance,—

setters will recognise it bettar
than pointers, and, on the other
hand, that the nose of the latter
will prove far superior after a lon

continuance of dry weather, nug
this even when the setter has been
furnished with abundanceof water,
—which ecirenmstance pleads in
favour of hunting pointers and
setters tovether. The argument
agninst it, 18 the usual inequality
of their pace, and, to the eye of
sowne sportsmen, the want of har-
mony in their appearance, Should

not this uncertainty respecting the

recognition of scent teach us not
to continue bunting a good dog
who is frequently making mis-
takes, but rather to keep him at
“heel” for an hour or two 1 He
will consider it a kind of punish-
ment, and be doubly careful when
next enlurged. Moreover, he may
ba slightly feverish from over-
work, or he may bave come in
contact with some impurity,—in
either of which cases his nose
would be temporarily out of
order,
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want not an undirected ramble, but a judicious tra-
versing beat under your own guidance, which shall
leave no ground unexplored, and yet have none twice
explored.

175. Suppose the form of the field, as is usually the
case, to approach a parallelogram or syuare, and that
the wind blows in any direction but diagonally across
it. On entering at the leeward side send the dog from
you by a wave of your hand er the word “On.” You
wish him, while you are advancing up the middle of it,
to cross you at right angles, say frow right to left, then
to run up-wind for a little, parallel to your own diree-
tion, and afterwards to recross in front of yqQu from
left to right, and so on until the whole field is rezularly
hunted. To affect this, notwithstanding your previous
preparatory lessons, you will have to show him the way,
as it were (setting him an example in your own person),
by running a few steps in the direction you wish him to
go (say to the right), cheering him on to take the lead.
As he gets near the extremity of his beat, when he does
not observe you, you can steal a small advanece in the
true direction of your own beat, which is directly up
the middle of the field, meeting the wind. If, per-
ceiving your advance, he turns towards you, face him,
wave your vight hand to him, and while he sees you,
run on a few paces in his divection (that is parallel to
his true direction). As he approaches the hedge (the
one on your vight hand, but be eareful that he does not
get close to it, lest, from often findtg game there, he
ultimately become a potterer and regular hedge-hunter)
face towards him, and on catching his eye wave your
left arm. If you cauffot succeed in catching his
eye, you must give one low whistle,—the less you
babituate yourself to use the whistle, the less you
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will alarm the birds—study to do all, as far as 1s
practicable, by signals. You wish your wave of the
left arm to make the dog turn to the left (his head
to the wind), and that he should run parallel to the side
of the hedge for some yards (say from thirty to forty)
before he makes his second turn to the left to cross the
ficld; but you must expect him to turn too directly
towards you on your first sicnal to tnrn.  Should. he
by any rare chance have made the turn (the first one)
correctly, and thus be hunting up-winl, on no acconnt
interrupt him by making any siznals until he has run
up the distance you wish (the aforesaid thirty or forty
vards),—then acain cateh his eye, and, as before (mot
now, however, faced towards him and the hedge, hut
faced towards your true direction), by a wave of the
left arm endeavour to make him turn to the left (across
the wind). If, contrary to what you have a right to
suppose, he will not turn towards you on your giving a
whistle anil wave of your hand, stand still, and continue
whistling —eventually he will ohev.  But you must not
indulge in the faintest hepe that all 1 have deseribed
will be done correctly ; be satisfied at first with an
approach towards accuracy; yom will daily find an
improvement, if you persevere steadily. When you
sec that there is but little chance of his turning the
way you want, at once use the signal more consonant
to his views, for it should be your constant endeavour
to make him faney that he is always ranging according
to the directions &7 your hands  Be particular in at-
tending to this hint

176. His past tuition (38) most probably will have
accustomed him to watch your eye for directions, there-
fore it is not likely, even should he have made a wrong
turn near the hedge (a turn duwn-wind instead of up-
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wind, which would wholly have prevented the required
advanece parallel to the hedge), that he will cross in rear
of you, Should he, however, do so, retreat a few steps
(or face about if he is far in the rear), in order to im-
press him with the feeling that all his work must be
performed under your eye. Animate him with an
encouraging word as he passes. When he gets near
the hedge to the lefk, endeavour, by signals (agreeably
to the method just explainedy 175), to make him turn
to the (his) right, his head to the wind, and run up
alongside of it for the thirty to forty yards, if you can
manage it, before he begins to reeross the field, by
making a second turn to the right. If you equld get
him to do this, he would cross well in adsvance of you.
177. Though most likely his turn (the first, the turn
up-wind) will be tooc abrpt (too much of an acute
angle instead of the required 1'ii'l1t angle), and that
consequently, in order to get ahead of you, he will have
to travérse the field diagonally, yet after a few trials
it is probable he will do so, rather than not get in front
of you. This would be better than the former attempt
(not obliging you to face about) ; express your approval,
and the next turn near the hedge may be made with a
bolder sweep. Remeinber your aim is that no part be
unhunted, and that none once commanded by his nose
be again hunted. He ought to cross, say thirty yards
in front of you, but much will depend upon his nose,
178. Nearly on every occasion of catching his eye,
exceptwhen he is running up-wind p#rallel to the hedge,
rive him some kind of signal. This will inore and more
confirm him in the habit of looking to you, from time to
time, for orders, and thus aid in ensuring his constant
obedience. After a while, judging by the way in which
your face is turned he will know in what direction you
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purpose advancing, sud will guide his own movements
accordingly,  Shoull he, as most probably he will for
motne time, turn too sharply townrds you when setting
near the besdoe D ean at too acute an anele, ineline or
rint by G toowseseds oo, Thas, |_=Uu|n|-*|i with the notural
wish o roneese unee=teoeeD will make him hinnt lonweer
prvallel to the hdge before e makes his second turn
teowarr s v,

1789 Yo way at fie=" strive to corvect your doir's
turning too abanptly inwareds the icst turn by pu=hing
e in vonr o petson fuether abiead on vour own beat
Laat w b oo hias :u'*!llil'-ni 1 |lli'rl'i.:|.' thie <lirhitest ilea of
a vorteet paneee, e o=t vareial neot 1o urert i advance of
the gronndd beis v hant, Your doing soomizht habituate
Lt to e the tiebl discomally - thereby leaving much
oo the spdes of the tichds unhanted?, i order to Lt
shesed o von s ael wreover, yowe might spring birds
w el _'L‘nﬂl HE EA Y IS ERLY R -Jll" hhuull‘] 'I'il'h]. :":ILHHI'] III', 141
the other Ll e dnelinesd to work too fun lllr\.\':il‘wi
buefioore makinge his turn to eross the ticld, hang back
I Y ONT OWIL rer=on

IS Thonehe yonr may beinan unenclosed country,
bt e cnze at fiest fronn voomore than from seventy to
ciehity vards oncach side of yono You can gradually
exterd these lateral beats as he becomes conversant
with b= bsiness - dredesd ot the commencement, rather
dimini=h than inervense the distanees just named, both
For the |1'l|;_{t|| ul the |-:-.r'u|in-|.- anel the I THTNE Lt ween
e, Do not addow the alluringe title a0 tine wule
l‘ll.ll;_:vr" Lor tenn el your to let hoven ot of ]l'llulirlg-hll'ingﬂ-.
I B b omee permitted to nagsine that he hins o dis-
cretionary power respeeting Jhe best places to hunt, and
the direction and length of his beats, you will tind 1t
extremely diflicult to get hiw again well in hand. Un
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the moors his range must be far greater than on the
stubbles, but still the rudiments must be tanght on this
contracted scale, or you will never get him to look to
you for onders. Do you keep entire control over his
beats ;: let Aim have almost the sole manacement of his
drawing upon birds, provided he does not puzzle, or
run riot too long over an old haunt. Give him time,
andalter a hittle oxperience hiz nose will tell him more
surely than your judgment canwhether he is working
on the “toe”™ or “heel”™ of birds:; and whether he
diverges from or approaches the strongest and most
recent haunt, do not flurry or hurry him, and he will
soon acquire that knowledge.

181. As the powers of scent vary greatlyidn ditferent
dogs, the depth of their turns (or parallels) ought to
vary also, and it will be hereafter fur you to jud.se what
distance between the parallels it is most advantageous
for your youngster ultimately to m}upt in his general
hunting. The deeper his turns are, of course the more
ground you will beat within a specificd time. What
vou have to guard against is the possibility of their
being so wide that birds may be passed by unnoticed,
I should not like to pame the distaace within whieh
good caufious dogs that carry their heads high will

wind game on a favourable day.

182, I was partridge shooting the scason before last with an
intimate friend. The air was soft and there was 4 good brecze,
We came upon a large turnip-ficld, deeply trenched on acconunt of
its damnp situation. A white sctter, that habitually carried a lofty
head, drew for awhile, and then came to a point. We got up to
ber, She led us across some ridges, when her copanion, a jea-
lous dog (a pointer), which had at Lirst backed correctly, most
improperly pushed on in front, but, not being ablo to acknow-
ledge the scent, went off, clearly imagining the biteh was in error.
Bhe, however, held on, and in beautiful style brought us direct
to ancovey. My friend and I agreed that she must have been but
little, if at all, less than one hundred yards off when she st
winded the birds; and it was clear to us that they could not have
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been running, for the hreeze came directly across the furrows,
and she had led us in the wind'seye. We thought the point the
more remarkable, as it is generally supposed that the strong smell
of turnips duminishes o dog's power of scenting birdas.

183 K t T——n, a gaunckeeper, once assured me he hadseen
a point at grouse which were at the least one hundred and ffty
yards off. The dogs were on the edge of a valley—the pack ona
little hillock from which direction the wind blew—an intervening
wall near the top of the hillock separated them from the dogs; and
as intermediately there was no heather, the man was satistied that
the birds had not run over the ground. When I was talkinz one
day to Mr. L——g, the well-known gunmaker in the Haymarket,
about the qualiticaof dogs’ifuses,— and from his long experience he
ought to be a judgeof such matters,—he told me, before [ had said
aword respecting distances, that he thought he had seen more than
vnce a dog peint at one hundred and fifty yards from his game.

184. If you design your pupil, when broken in, to
hunt with a companion, and wish both the dogs, as is
usual, to cross you, you will, of course, habituate him to
make his sweeps (the space between the parallels) wider
than if you had intended him to hunt without any one
to share his labours,

185. I need hardly warn you to be eareful not to
interrupt him whenever he appears to be winding birds.
However good his nose may be by nature, it will not
gain experience and diserimination, unless you give him
a certain time to determine for himself whether he has
really touched upon a faint scent of birds, and whether
they are in his front or rear, or gone away altogether.
Like every other faculty, his sense of smell will improve
the more it is excreisel,  But on the other hand, as I
observed before, do not let him continue puzzling with
his nose close to the ground,—urge him on, make him
increase his pacé, force him to search elsewhere, and
he will gradually elevate his head, and, catehing the
scent of other particles, will follow up these with a nose
borne aloft, unless he is a rute not worth a twentieth
part of the pains which you think of bestowing upon
him ; for
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186. Besides the greatly decreased chance of finding
them, birds that to a certainty would become uneasy,
and make off if pursued by a dog tracking them, will
often lie well to one who finds them by the wind. They
are then not aware that they are discovered, and the
dog, from the information his nose gives him, can
approach them either boldly or with great wariness,
according as he perceives them to be more or less shy.

187. It israther foreign to ourimmediatesubject, but [ will here
ohserve, that it is generally thought white dogs cannot approach
shy birds* as closely as dogs of a dark colour can (93); but there
is a set-off to this supposed disadvantage in your being able to
distinguish the lizht ones more readily at a distance, a matter
of some moment on heather. If youhave not your eye on o steady
brown setter at the moment he dropson grouse, you may spend half
an hour most vexatiously in searching for him. When you expect
to find the birdswild, should your kennel allow you the choice, you
ought to take out those of a sombre hue. Light-coloured dogs
have not generally such well-shaped feet as their darker brethren
It is curious that white feet in dogs as well as in horses should
often be objectionable. Asa rule, setters aave harder, tougher
feet than pointers. This is very apparent in a finty country or
in frosty weather, and is partly attributable to their being better
defended with hair round the ball, and between the toes.

188. If, being unable to catch the doy's eye, you an
forced to use the whistle frequently, and he continues
inattentive to it, notwithstanding his previous tuition,
stand still, make him lie down (by the word “ drop,” ir
he will not obey your raised left arm), go up to him,
take hold of his eollar, and rate him, saying, “Bad, bad,”
cracking your whip over him (let the whip be one that
will erack loudly, not for present purposes, but that,
when occasion requires, he may hear it at a distance,)
and whistling softly. This will show him (should you
beat him, you would confuse his ideas) that he is
chidden for not paying attention to the whistle. Indeed,

* Thereare sportamen who aver standing is advantageous, as it dues
that asetter's “falling” instead of  not so much alarm the birds.
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whenever you have occasion to scold or punish him,
make it a constant rule, while you rate him, to repeat
many times the word of command, or the signal which
he has neglected to obey. There is no other way by
which you will make him understand you quickly.
189. You must expect that your young dog will for
some time make sad mistakes in his range ; but be not
discourazed. Doubtless there 18 no oae thing,—1I was
ooing to say that ther® are no dozen things,—in the
whole art of dog-breaking which are so difficult to
attain, or which exact so much labour, as a high, well-
confirmed, systematic range. Nature will not assist
you,—you must do it all yourself; but in recompense
there is nothing so advantageous when it is at length
acquired. It will abundantly repay months of perse-
vering exertion. It constitutes the grand criterion of
true excellence. Ifs attainment makesa dog of inferior
nose and action far superior to one of much greater
natural qualifications who may be tomfooling about,
galloping backwards and forwards sometimes over
identically the same ground, quite uselessly exerting his
travelling powers; now and then, indeed, arrested by
the suspicion of 4 haunt, which he is not experienced
enough, or sufficiently taught, to turn to good account;
and occasionally brought to a stiff point on birds acei-
dentally found right under his nose. It is undeniable,
ceeteris paribus, that the dog who hunts his ground most
according to rule must in the end find most game.
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190. IF it is your fixed determination to confirm
your dog in the truly-killing range described in the last
Chapter, do not associate him for months in the field
with another dog, however highly broken, 1t would be
far better to devote but two hours per diem to yow
pupil exclusively than to hunt him the whole day with
& companion.

191. Many breakers do exactly the reverse of this.
They take out an old steady ranger, with the intention
that he shall lead the young dog, and that the latter,
from imitation and habit, shall learn how to quarter his
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cround. But what he gains by imitation will so little
improve his intelleets, that, when thrown upon his own
resources, he will prove a miserable finder. On a hot,
dry day he will not be able to make out a feather, nor
on any day to “ foot” a delicate scent. I grant that the
plan expedites matters, and attains the end which most
professional trainers seck ; but it will not give a dog
self-confidence and independence, it will not impart to
him an inquiring nose, and make him rely on its sensi-
tiveness to discover game rather than to his quickness
of eye to detect when his friend touches upon a haunt ;
nor will it instruet him to look from time to time
towards the gun for directions, It may teach him a
range, but not to hunt where he is ordered : nor will it
habituate him to vary the breadth of the parallels on
which he works, according as his master may judge it
to be a good or baf seenting day.

192. To establish the rare, noble beat I am recom-
mending,—one not hereafter to be deranged by the
temptation of a furrow in turnips or potatoes,—yon
must have the philosophy not to hunt your dog in them
until be is aceustomed in his range to be gnided entirely
by the wind and your signals, and is in no way in-
fluenced by the nature of the ground. Even then it
would be better not to beat narrow strips across which
it would ke impossible for him to make his regular
casts. Avoid, too, for some time, if you can, all small
fields (which will only contract his range), and all fields
with trenches or furrows, for he will but too naturally
follow theia instead of paying attention to his true
beat. Have you never, in low lands, seen a young dog
running down a potato or turnip trench, out of which
his master, after much labour, had no soconer extracted
him than he dropped into the adjacent one? [t is the
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190. Ir it is your fized determination to confirin
your dog in the truly-killing range described in the last
Chapter, do not associate him for months in the field
with another dog, however highly broken, It would be
far better to devote but two hours per diem to yow
pupil exclusively than to hunt him th® whole day with
& companion,

191. Many breakers do exactly the reverse of this.
They take out an old steady ranger, with the intention
that he shall lead the young dog, and that the latter,
from imitation and habit, shall learn how to quarter his
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ration of the beauty of che dog's sudden attitude, will
often forget the mischief which he has done.

195. Nature gives this caution to some dogs at an early age, A
clergyman of my acquaintance, Mr. G. M——t, a keen sportsman
in his younger days, told me that when he was partridge-shooting
once in Essex, a favourite pointer of his, that was ranging at a
vapid pace alongside a thick hedge, coming suddenly upon an
opening where there should have been a gate, instantly wheeled
round and ran to heel, and then commenced ~arefully advancing
with a stiffened stern towardy the gap ; and so led his master up to
five birds which were lying close to it, but on the further side.
Evidently the cautious dog,—for he was no blinker,—on so unex-
pectedly finding himself in such close vicinity to the covey, must
have fancied that his presence would alarm them, however motion-
less he might remain.

196, Though you cannot improve a dog's nose, you
can do what is really tantamount to it—you can increase
his caution. By watching for the slightest token of his
feathering, and then calling out “Toho,” or making the
signal, you will gralually teach him to look out for the
faintest indication of a sceirm, and point the instant he
windsit, instead of heedlessly hunting on until he meets
a more exciting effluvia. (See 259 to 261, also 329.)
If frém a want of animation in his manner you are not
able to judge of the moment when he first winds game,
and therefore are unable to call out “Tolio " until he
gets elose to birds, quietly pull him back from his point
“dead to leeward” for some paces, and there make him
resue his‘point.  Perseverance in this plan will ulti-
mately effect your wishes, unless his nose be radically
wrong. A dog's pointing too near his game more fre-
quently arises from want of caution,—in other words,
from want®of good instruction,—than from a defective
TI0SE,

197. Slow dogs readilv aequire this caution; but fast
dogs cannot be taught it without great labour. You
have to show them the necessity of diminishing their
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pace, that their noses may have fair play. If you have
such a pupil to instruet, when you get near birds you
bave marked down, signal to him to come to ®heel.”
Whisper to him “Care,” and let him see by your light,
slow tread your anxiety not to alarin the game, If he
has never shown any symptoms of blinking, you may, a
few times, thus speing the birds yourself while you keep
him close to you. On the next occasion of marking
down birds, or coming to a very likely spot, bring him
into “heel” and after an impressive injunction to take
“care,” give him two or three very limited casts to the
right or left, and let Lim find the game while you
instruet him as deseribed in 320,  As there will be no
fear of such a dog making false points, take himn often
to the fields where he has most frequently et birds,
The expectation of again coming on them, and the
recollection of the lectures he there received, will be
likely to make him cautions on entering it, [ remember
a particular spot in a certain field that early in the
season constantly held birds. A young dog I then
possessed never approached it afterwards without draw-
ing upon it most carvefully, thouch he had not found
there for months. At first I had some difliculty in
preventing the “ draw " from becoming a * point.”

198. I have elsewliere observed that fast dgpgs, which
give most trouble in breaking, usually turn out best.
Now if you think for a moment you will see the reason
plainly. A yvoung dog does not ultimately becowe first-
rate because he is wild and headstrong, amd regard-
less of orders, but because his speed and disobedience
arise from his great energies, from his fondness for the
sport, from his longing to inhale the exhilarating scent
and pursue the flying game. It is the possessiou of
these qualities that makes him, in his anxious state of
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exeitement, blind to vour signals and deaf to your calls.
These olwiously are ipmalities that, wader good manage-
went, leadd to great exeellenee and superiority—that
make one doer do the work of two.  But they are not
gualities soucht for by an idle or incompetent breaker.
He would prefer the kind of dog mentioned in 280,
aned boast mwaeh of the ability he hal displaved in
teaining him.  These veluable qualities in the fast dog
wust, however, be accompanied by a searching nose,
It is not .nnugh that a dor be always npparehtl:f
hnntine—that is to say, alwayvs on the gallop—his nose
should always be iunting.  When this is the case (and
vou may be pretty certain it is if, as he crosses the
breeze, his nose has intuitively a bearing to windward),
vou need not fear that he will travel too fast, or not
repay you ultimately for the great extra trouble caused
by his high spirits and ardour for the sport,

199, Thee BRev, Mr, M— t {spoken of in 195) had one of these
valualde, tast, bat cantivna dogs, The deg, in leaping over a stile
Hasat bl fromn anorehiand amd crowned a steep bank, aceidentally
tummdgled ivaad over heels, He rolled to the bottom of the bank,
aid there repsied wotionless on his back.,  Mr, M t went up
in great distress, Goneyving his favourite must have been seriously
jured.  However, on his approaching the dog, up sprung some
partridees, which, it appears, the corcful animal must have winded,

aml Imllu-r to disturh, wonlid wot wove o muscle of his body, for
haapepely be was e no way lurt by the fall.
2 1 owas sheseting i the apper provinees of Canmda over a
yomng dhow, who smddendy checked himself and came to nstl *set™
en thee topeofl s high sigeag log fence. 1 eonbd not believe that he
v clnning tlmtl"h to do this for the purpese of deceiving me,
beemuse [ was vatings liim for apuitting the el before me ; and yut
why should he be 1|ul||hni., in wid-air as rigidly ns if earv el in
stome T Onogy going up, the enicma was solvad, by a bevy of quail
Hyingout of wneighbouring treo. 4 Itissaid they often taketo them

The more resolute nodog s,
the wwre puiing should b taken,
befure T s shown g, Lo per-
teet i o the jpstant * drep ™
126), however fur off be may bo
LRI =

1 The mention of quails taking
to trees recalls to my recollection
a noevel light ipfautry waneuvree
{for the exact particalars of which
| wili not. however, [umhw'lj
pladge  mysell) that wus  cog.
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in America; but this was the only instance I evor saw. DBut we
will now hark back to your pup, which, for your sake, I wish may
turn out as cautious a Jdog,

201. Youhave been recommended invariably to enter
every tield by the leeward side. This you can wenerally
accomplizh with ease, it you commenee your day’s heat
to leeward.  Should circumstanees oblize vou to enter
a field on the windward side, make it a rule, as long as
your dog continues a youngster, to call him to * heel,”
and walk down the field with him until you get to the
opposite side (the leeward),—ther hunt him regularly
up to windward.

202. T bhave read wondrous accounts of dugs who,
without giving themselves the trouble of gquartering

ceived with such admirable ra- fed with the ronst bLeef of olad

pidity by the commanding cfficer
on an occasion of great emergency,
and executed with such wouderful
celerity by the troops under him,
that | hope my professional par-
tialities will be allowed to excuse
my describing it

ermuda, *“‘the blest little
island,'' a3 the fascinatinz Tommy
Mcore styles her, although now
well suppiied with all the neces-
saries of life, especially since the
improvements in busbandry in-
troduced by its late excellent go-
vernor, Culonel R——d ‘now Sir
William), was formerly but little
better provided with fresh meat
than a man-of-war victualled for
agix monthas' eruize. At the time
I allude to there were but few
cows, and only vne Lull, un the
islands ; and what made matters
mnre disagreeable, it had been
slanderouely reported of the strauge
beast thut “Le was an awfully
vicious animal."” It is certain
that he bellowed fearfully. ThLe
inbhabitants (who have always
been highly esteemed by those
who know them), b they
were oot at that period aa well

Eoglamd as when [ wis recently
quartered among them, were, ot
withstanding, aright loyal set, anl
prided gliemsclves greatly upon
their efficient militia, On & bot
diy—az are most of their days—
when theze good zoldiera wuere at
drill umler their eateemed con-
mander—let us say, Col. U)—,
—a breathless me-zenger ran up
to him 23 he was mounted on his
grey churger in front of the steady
line, amd uttervd soine mysterious
words, The gallaot colunel’s coun-
tenance asaumed a look of deep
auxiety,— for an instant Lis cheek
blanched,—his lip quivered ;—
but quickly rallyige, he abandoned
Lia borse, and, with inlinite pre-
sence of mind. gave in unfultering
accents the order. * Gentlemen,
tree youmelves, boll DBurgess's
Bull is loocse.” Precept and ex-
ample were here happily cou-
bined, and the alle cunnpander
was amnong the first to lind safety
in the topmost branches of a
neighbouring  cedar. Military
annals record vo instauce of wore

prompt, sealous obedience,
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their ground, would walk straight up to the birds it
there were any in the field. It has never been my
luck, I do not say to have possessed such marvellous
anunals, but even to have been favoured with a
sight of them. I therefore am inclined to think that,
let your means be what they may, you would find it
better not to advertise for creatures undoubtedly most
rare, but to act upon the common bélief that, as the
scent of birds, more or less, impregnates the air, no doy,
let his nose be ever so fine, can, except accidentally,
wind game unless he seek for the taint in the air,—and
that the dog-who regularly crosses the wind must have
a bettet chance of finding it than he who only works
up wind,—and that down wind he can have little other
chance than by “roading.”

203. Thus had I written, for such was my opinion, but Colonel
T——y, mentioned in 99, having seen the preceding paragraph,
in the first edition, spoke to me on the subject, and, as he thinks
such a dog occasionally may be found, and gave good reasons for so
believing, I begged him to commit the singular facts to paper; for
I feltit a kind of duty to give my readers the most accurate infor-
mation in my power on a matter of such interest. He writes:—

204. “*I should like to show you the portrait of a favourite old

inter of mine, who certainly had the gift of walking up straight
to her birds without, apparently, taking the trouble of ]ﬂﬂlﬂﬂg’ for
them, and about whthI BE8 you are mtur:a.lljr somewhat sceptical.
It was in this wise :—

205, **I had gone down into Wales, with my Norfolk pointers,
in order to commit great slaughter upon some packs of grouse
frequenting thg moors belonging to my brother-in-law; my dogs,
I think, were fair average ones, but the three did not find so
mauny birds, I was going to say, in a week as old ‘ Grouse’ (the
pointer alluded to) did in a day. She had been, previous to my
arrival, a sort of hang®r-on about the stables,—gai a scanty
subsistence by foraging near the house, —until she was four years
old, withont ewer having been taken to the a—:‘]]mmng moor—at
laut in a regular way.

“‘One morning as I was riding up to the moor she followed
hnpgnnmg to cast my eyes to the right I saw her pointing

ly in a batch of heather not far from a young plantation.

1 mda up, and a pack of grouse rose within twenty yards. This
induced me to pay more attention to my four-footed companion ;
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and the result was, that in o week's time the Noefolk poivters wora
shut up in the kennel, amd the nesl eted * Gronse ™ beeame iy
conatant associate. A wore cecentrie aninal, however, cannot well
be conceived.  She hunted just what gvonnd zhe Dilked -peid no
attention whatevertocallor whistle —would have broken the hearts
of adozen Norfolk keepers by the dosperate manner in which 2l
get all rules for quartering at Jdetianee 3 but she fomnd gone with
wonderful quicknesa, and in an extraordinary manner,  Xhe
sevined, in fact. to have the power of voing divect towhere inda
lax, without taking the preliminary teonble of acarchings for thew;
and. when the packs of cromse were wilid, T have seen her con-
stantly leave her peant, wake o side covenit, aond eome apoin aach
direction as to got them between hergelf aned e

207, “Shewas, in every way.a meost singubar creature, Noonedild
she regard as hoer master—no one would she obey,  She showeld as
little pleasure when birds fell as disappointient when they thew
away: but continued her ool cecentric movenents until sl e
came tired, or hirds searce, sod then guictly trotted home, totally

ardless of my softest hlandi-hine nrs or iy ficreest exeérations,

208, ‘*She wa- beautifnlly 2l with ol woll-formed fiet,
her forehead prominent. and livr nostrils expanded more, T think,
than I ever saw in any e,

209, I bred from her. but her ollspring were not worth their
palt, although their futher was a good dog, and had scen son
service in Norfolk turnips.”

210. As a horse-dealer onee ~aid to me, ** I'd ride inany amile,
and pay my own pikes.” to sev such an animal ; but, © Grouse ™
being, unhappily. no lonser in the land of the living, 1 was forced
1o content myself with merely lnoking at her portrait. This, how-
ever, afforded me much pleasnr: ; [ thercfore obtained the owner's
permission to have it engraved.  He saya that she always much
arched her loins when at a point close to wane, and that the artist
has most happily hit off her attitude. She ia the darker dog of
the two, and stands, as soldiers say. on the * proper left.” Her
companion, ‘‘ Juno,” was far from a bud biteh.

211. Might not this singular fuat of ** Grouse's " be thus ex-
plained 1— :

212. The longer the time that lias elapsed since, the emission
of particles of scent, the mure feeble is that scent, on account of
the greater dispersion of the said partic’ -s; but, from the greater

* they then occupy, a dog would necessarily have u greater
ce of meeting some of them, though, pdsaibly, his nose might
not be fine enough to detect them,

213. Now, my idea is that ** Grouse's " exquisite suuse uf siell
made her often imagine the possible vieinity of game from the very

* Thia dispervion of scentin the  more game than o dog who huuts
ssmosphere explains why a Jdug  with his weose near the ground,
who carries his head Ligh finds
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famtest indieations,—that her sagacity led lier not to abandon
hastily such tokens, howeverfechle, but rather to seek patiently for
a contirmation nr disproval of her surmises,—that these fancies of
hers often ending in disappointment, her manner did not exhibij
any excitement that could have induced a spectator to guess what
was passing in her mind,—that he, therefore, noticed nothing un-
usual until after the removal of hier hesitation and doubts, when he
vhserved her walking ealnly divect up to her hirds,—and that he
thus was led to regard as an unexplained faculty what really oncht
torhave beenconsidercd as sinply an evidence of extreme sensitive-
ness of nose combined with marveilons cantéon, —a cantion it 1a
the great aim of good breakipg to inculeate. I I am right in my
theory, extraordinary *finder” as Grouse " was, she would have
been yet more suceessful had she been tanght to range properly.

“ 24iff by the tainted gale with open nose.
Uutstretebed sod finely sensible."—TaouMs08 s SELRONN,
Far, 210,

214. Tt is heedlessness—the exact opposite of this
extreme caution,—that makes young dogs so often dis-
vegard and overrun a slight scent} and since they are
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more inelined to commit this crror from the rivalry of
companionship, an additional argument is presented in
favour of breaking them separately, and giving them
their own time, quietly and methodically, to work out a
scent, provided the nose be carvied Ligh, 1am satisfied
most of us hurry young dogs too much. Observe the
result of paticnee and care, as exhibited in the person
of the old Dropper, noticed in 228,

215. But, douhtless, there are mysterionsinfluences and instincts
of which the wisest of us know but little.

216. An old brother-officer of mine, the Hon. F. C——h, has a
very handsome black retriever that possesses the extraordinary gift
of being able to run direct to any game, or even glove, you may
leave behind you, however tortuous may be your subsequer®t path.
C h told me that he has, in the presence of keepems, frequently
dropped a rabbit within sight of the dog, and then walked in a
circle, or rather semicircle, to the other side of a low hill—a dis-
tance, possibly, of nearly a mile—before he desired the dog to
fetch it ; yet, on receiving the order, the animal invariably set
off in an undeviating line straight to the rapbit, unless his atten-
tion had been drawn away by playing with other dogs—a license
C——hsometimes designedly allowed. The retriever would then
shuffle about a little before he went off, but wher he started it
would be in as direct a line to the object as usual,

217. Noone could explain by what sense or faculty he performed
this feat, It appears not to have been by the aid of hia olfa®tory
puwers, for C——h (who is a keen sportsman, and capital shot, by-
the-bye) would often purposely manage that the dog, when he was
desired to ** fetch "the object, should be immediately to windward
of it ; andin the most unfavourable position, therefore, for deriving
any advantage from the exercise of his nasal organs.

216, Capt. G e, R.N., mentioned to me that a ship in which
he had served many years ago in the Mediterranean seldom
entered a port that the large Newfoundland belonging to her did
not jump overboard the instant the anchor was dropped, swim
ashore, and return, after an hour or two's lark, direct to his own
ship, though she might be riding in a ecrowd or vessels. He would
then bark, anxiously, until the bight of a rope was hove to him.
luto this he would contrive to get his fore-legs, and, on his
seizing it firmly with his teeth, the sailors, who were much
attached to him, would hoist him on board.

219, Mr. W b, of 8—-a, had a young Newfoundland that
from very puppyhood took fearlessly to water, but acquired as he
grew up such wandering propensities on land that his masterdeter
mined to part with him, and accordingly made him a present to his
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friend Lieut. P——d, R.N., then in command of H. M. Cutter
“Cameleon.” *Triton,” however, was soattached to his old roving
habits that whenever the cutter went into port he would invariably
swim ashore of his own accord, and remain away for several days,
always managing, however, to return on board before the anchor
was we'ghed. Such, too, was his intelligence that he never seemed
puzzled how to pick out his own vessel from amidst forty or fty
others. Indeed]:: Lieut, P——d (he lately commanded the * Vul-
can "), to whom the question, at my request, was expressly put,
believes (and he has courteously permitted me to quote his name
and words) that, on one oceasion, * Triton * contrived to find his
own vessel from among nearly a hundred that were riding at
anchor in Poole harbour. The dog's being ever so well acquainted
with the interior of the craft does not expliin why he should be
familiar with her external appearance. Did he judge most by
the hull or the rigeing 1

220. The Duke of N——k so much admired the magnificent
style in which *Triton" would spring info the stronoest sea, that
Lient. P——d gave the fine aniinal to his Grace, who, for all T
know to the céntrary, still possesses him.

221. Who can account for the mode in which a dog or cat,
carried a long journey from home, in a covered basket, instine-
tively finds its way back?—yet, numerous are the well authen-
ticated instances of such oceurrences.® But, enough of this;
fortunately I have noteundertaken to attemnpt an elucidation of
any of Nature's many mysteries, but simply to show how some
of the faculties she has bestowed upon the canine race may easily
be made conducive to our amusements.

* When quartered, years ago,
in county Wexford, I used fre-
quently to see a fine strong-knit,
wall-built horse, who could never
sea me—~for he was stone-blind ;
yet, odd to say, all his progeny had
capital eyes.! He had rather a queer
l-l:‘l'lgﬁr, as his name, “ Restless,"
partly implied. *During the spring
he was led about the country, and
what is very surprising, there was
always a fight to get hign past the
lune or gate leading to any farm-

bouse where his services had ever
before been required. As it is
certain that he was @;ﬁeﬂy blind,
no faculty we can believe him to be
;muaeﬂsmi of. unless it be memory,
will explain how, at such long
intervals, he could recognise the
many different places so acen-
rately ; and if it be attributable
to memory, that of the Senim
Wrangler of Cambridge's best year
can in mo way be compared with
it.

This is the more singular, as,
from unexplained causes, diseases
of that organ are but too common
in Ireland. One veterinarysurgeon

attributed it to the dampness of

Jthe climate. His young English
horsea suffered while at Cork o
much a8 his Irish onea.



CHAPTER VIIL

FIRST LEBEON IN SEPTEMBER CONTINUED.—CUNNING OF AGE.—
BRANGE OF FROM TWO TO 21X NOGS.

222, Your dog not to "*break fence ;" howetanght; birds often sprung while yoa
are gcrambling over bedge.—223, Turping one's back upon & dog to bring
him away; stooping down, &e., to make him hunt close,—224. Dog, when
fatigued, not to be hunted ; lends to falsa points,—¥25. Sent home, brushed,
anid allowed & woarm berih ; not to follow all day at * heel,"—226, Instance
of longevity and vigour; flapper shooting.—227. Value of good old dogs.—
228, Kaemplified in an old dropper on the monrs.—23, Youngz dogs get
thrown out; cunning of old birda exemplified in o Gronse.—#80. Annoal
“fall " of anderwood in Eent.—231. Mr. E—p, coond fizherman ; in Hota,
anscdote of voracity of pike. Wheatley's " REod and Lime"—232. Extra-
ordinary chase after a wounded pheasant. —233. Singular appearance of the
Pheasant on its capture,.—23F Dezcription of the Spanicl ' Dash."—235. Eril
of "fetchine ” not baving been tavght in vouth, exemplificd.—236, Aoocther
instance of the cunning of an old Pheasant., In Note, hiw to choose and tell
age of Pheasants —237. The lost Duke of Gordon; his Llack setters; his
shooting over ofd dogs.—233 tn 210, Beat of b iogs; how regulated, —
241. Whaterer number be hiunted, all sliould look to the man for orders ; Mr,
Herbert's opinion in his ' Field Sports in Tnited States."—242, 243, Beat of
three dops.—2H. Of four dogs =245 to 247, Of five or gix doge.—248, Great
precision impracticable, but the necessity of & system maintained ; System
particularly essentinl whera game i3 scarce; Dogs to be brigaded, not em.
ployed Bs a pack.—249. When ench keeper bunts a brace—258. Major
B—d's highly.-broken Pointers.—251, 252. His making six alternately
“rond ; " their rooning riot when ordered.—253, Not a good shot, which
shows excellence in shooting not to be essentiol in o breaker.—254 A brigads
of fing ranrers worth from ffty to slxty guineas & broce,—265. Bad rangers
afford some sport where game is plentiful ; Captain B—a' dogs on Quail.
—250, Fastest walkers do not necessarily beat most country.—257, Nor do
always the fastest dogs.—265. How slow dogs muy bunt more ground than
faster.

222. OF course, you will not let your pupil “ break
fence,” or get out of your sight. If he be a small, active
pointer or setter, he may be out of sight before you are
aware of it. Be on the watch to whistle or call out
“ Fence,” the instant you perceive that he is thinking of
quitting the field. Do not wait until he isover; check
him by anticipating his intentions. Should he, unper-
ceived, or in defiance of your orders, get into a field
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before you, call him back (by the same opening, if
practicable, through which he passed, the more clearly
to show him his folly); and do not proceed further
until he has obeyed vou. A steady adherence to this
rule will soon convinece him of the inutility of not
exercising more patience, or at least forbearance ; then
signal to him “away” in the direction,you choose, not
in the direction he chooces. It is essential that you
should be the first over every fence. In the scramble,
birds at which you ought to have a shot are frequently
sprung. 1f he is not obedient to your orders, make him
“drop,” and rate him as deseribed in 188,

223. A dog from his own observation so much feels,
—and in a greater or less degree, according to his educa-
Lion,—the necessity of watching in what direction you
are walking, that if he is habituated to work under your
eye,—I mean, is never allowed to hunt behind you,—
by turning your back upon him when he is paying
no attention to your signals, you will often be able to
bringhim away from a spot where he is ranging (perhaps
down wind) against your wishes, at a time when you
are afraid to whistle, lest you should alarm the birds.
Waving your hand backwards and forwards near the
ground, and stooping low while walking slowly about,
as if in search of something, will often attract the
attention of an ill-taught self-willed dog; and his
anxiety to participate in the find, and share the sport
which he imagines you expect, will frequently induce
bim to run up and hunt alongside of you for any elose-
lying bird.

224. Never be induced to hunt your young dog (nor,
indeed, any dog) when he is tired. If you do, you will
give him & slovenly carriage and habits, and lessen his
geal for the sport. In order to come in for a sniff, at
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a time when he is too fatigued to search for it himself,
he will erawl after his companion, watching for any
indication of his finding. Asthey become wearied you
will have a difficulty in keeping your old well-broken
dogs separate—much nore young ones, however in-
dependently they may have ranged when fresh, You
may also, to a certainty, expect false points; but what
is of far more ednsequence, by frequently overtasking
your young dog, you will as effectually waste his consti-
tution as you would your horse’s by premature work.,

225. If he is very young when first entered, two or
three hours’ work at a time will be sufficient. When he
is tired, or rather before he is tired, send him honre with
the man who brings you a relief. Do nol fancy your
dog will be getting a rest if he be allowed to follow at
your heeis for the remainder of the day, coupled to a
companion. His fretting at not being allowed to share
in the sport he sees will take nearly as much out of
him as if you permitted him to hunt. If you can per-
suade John always to rub him down, and brush and dry
him—nay, even to let him enjoy an hour’s baskiag in
front of the fire—before he shuts him up in the kennel,
you will add years to his existence ; and remember that
one old experienced dog, whose constitutionis uninjured,
18 worth two young ones,

226. A gentleman in Eyrecourt, county Galway rave me, as a
valuable present, a black setter thirteen years of aze. And most
valuable was the setter to iny friend, who had carefully reared him
from a puppy, and had him well under command ; but with me
he was 39 wild,—I make use of the term fost advisedly,—that
he did me more harm than good the only season I shot over him.
He was stolen from me, and his teeth were so sound, and he bore
go little the appearance of age, that I have no doubt he was sold as
a tolerably young dog. He wag the best specimen I ever saw of
the vigour that may be retained for old age by judicious treatment
in youth, The excellence of his constitution was the more remark-
able, from the fact of his having always been extremely fond of the
water. Few dogs could equal him for flapper shooting, that vilest
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of sporta, if followed Lefore the unfortunate birds get strong on the
winuz—as unprofitable, too, fur the table, as unsatisfactory to the
real sportsman,  SirJ s M e, of Perthshire, told me that
he liad shot grouse over an Oxfordshire pointer bitch (the best he
ever possessed and the founder of his kennel-stock) until she was
eighteen years of age, when she could do no more than crawl up
the side of a hill, occasionally, to gain time, making false points,
Onee, however, on the top, she would work merrily downwards,
—no false points then.

297, But canine veterans, of however invalided a constitution, if
they have been really first-rate in their youth, are not always to be
despised.  Occasionally yon may come across one whowill, from his
past experience and superior nose, prove a more valuable auxiliary
in the tield than many u campaigner of greater activity and vigour,

228. Many years ago I went from the south of England for some
grouse shooting in Scotland. When arranging with iy companion
(Captain S 3,8 connexionof the kind-hearted old warrior whose
crowning victory was Goojerat) what dogs should accompany us,
he remacked, that it would be useless to take his old Dropper (one
far more resemmbling a pointer than o setter), as he was too aged
to undergo any work. I vbserved that he could do us no harm
if he did us no good ; and, as he had been an admirable animal,
[ advised his being taken.  Off he went to the North ; and fre-
quently did we afterwards congratulate onrselves upon this deci-
sion, for the old fellov, uplr:u'entII\" arateful for the compliment,
secmed to fecl that he ought to make us some return, and that the
less ground he counld traverse with his legs the more he was hound
to traverse with his nose, The result was that, while he was slowly
puttering about (the season being unusnally hot and , there
was but little scent) he was constantly finding us birds which his
more fashy companions had passed over ; and before we left Scot-
land we agreed that none of our dogs had procured us so many
shots as the slow, careful old gentleman,

229, Old birds becoma very cunning ; they are quite sensible of
the danger they incur by rising, and to escape from the dog, and
puzzle i, have as mwany wiles and twists as a hunted hare. It
may be that, as old age advances, their decreasing bodily powers
wirn them toeadd to their security by the exercise of their wits,
It is often remarked that if ever we kill any of their natural
cnemies, whether winged or four-footed, we are sure to find them
in fair condition, This condition makes it obvious that they must
have gained with years the experience which enables them to obtain
agood livelilhood by ervaft, ata time of life when their failing strength
would prevent their procuring a single meal by a divect pursuit.*
If then we argue from analogy, we shall think it almost impossible

Indeed, through a worcifuldis-  ing, paiuful death from starvation,
pensation, it seems to be ordained  but shall serve for the nourish-
that no animal (in the pgeneral ment of others before his body
course of nature) shall die a linger-  become# attenuated from want.
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for any unpractised dog, howeverhighly bred, to procurensso many
shots as one who has been hunted for several seasons. And such 1s
really the case. A young dog will not keep to the trail of an old
bird for more than about forty yards ; after that he will give it up
altogether, or rush in. It is when he is “‘roading” one of thess
knowing aged patriarchs that you become aware of the great value
of experience in a dog. You may have seen a young one bewildered
in the devious intricacies of the broken hags, sought as a refuge by
nn old cock grouse, and have probably im a.gi.ned that the youn gut.er
had only been following a recent haunt, and that the game was
vone. Not so; the dog was right at first. He ** footed " it out
admirably until he came to the dark bush which you must have
wondered to see growing in such a situation ; there the sly bird
donbled, then turned short to the right for nearly a hundred yards
before it resumed ita course down wind. A dog more up to his
work would have again hit off the scent, and an "old stager, pro-
bably, never have lost it.

230. In order to be generally understood, I will preface the fol-
lowing ancedote by mentioning that in the large Kentisk woods,
where the annual falls of underwood take place te the extent of
forty or tifty acres, it is usual to drain the land by digging water-
uuur{len, or, a8 they are commonly called, Grips. The first year's
growth of the underwood is called yearling Fall (or Spring) ; the
second, two-year old Fall (or Spring) ; and so on.

231. Mr. K——g, a good sportsiman, and so successful an angler*
that he is familiarly called by his friends “the King-fisher,” to dis-
tinguish him from others who bear his name, was pheasant shoot-
ing in the winter of 1848-9, in two-year old springs, where, with

* Numerous aceounts have een
given of the voracity of the pike.
K g told me of a very remark-
able instanee, and one wlieh clearly
shows that fish do not alwayssuffer
s tich torture when hooked s
wnny suppose.  He was spinning
a gudgeon for pike in the river
Stour, near Chillum, having bent
on four largs hooks, back to back,
and o lrgo lip-ivok.  He wasrun
nt by a pike, whivh he struck,
but the line nnfortunately break-
ing, the fish carried off {ully four
yards of it, together with half a
yard of gimp, two large swivels,
apd & leasl, K——g put on fresh
tackle nand bait, At the very first
enst he was run at again, and sue-
coeded in landing the fish, which
weighed 121, To K——g's
great surprise, ho observed the

lost line, swivel, and lead hanging
out of ita mouth, while—appa-
rently not much to the animal’a
dizcomfort—the bait and hooks
quietly reposed in its interior. On
turning the gullet inside - out,
K g found the bait so unin-
jured that be aguin fastened it to
his line along with the recovered
tackle, and actually caught another
pike weighing 41b., and a perch
of 24 Ib,, with the very pudgeon
that had been in the stomach of
the large pike for nearly a quarter
of an hour.

Those who are fond of trolling
for trout would oot find their tinwe
thrown away in reading Wheat-
lex's novel hints on all kinds of
spinping baits. His " Rod and
Line " i# an excellent little book
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all acknowledged partiality for Kent, it must be admitted that
birds are not so plentiful as in certain preserves in Norfolk, though
probably foxes are fully as numerous. It has been remarked, by-
the-biye, that where foxes abound, old pheasants are very cunning ;
doubtless from having been often put to their shifts to escape from
their wily adversaries,

242, K g sprung a splendid cock-pheasant, which, although
A long way off, he shot at and dropped.  Tudging from the manner
i which it fell that it was a ranner, and well knowing the racing
nropensities of the old cocks, he hastened to the spot where it
tumbled, and, giving his gun to the marker, prepared for a sharp
burst, though he Little expected theextraordinary chase that was to
follow. He found, as lie had Tnticipated, some breast feathers, but
no bird,  After froitlesaly trying in every direction, for nearly a
quarter of an hour, to put ** Dash " on the scent, K g's eyes
rested on one of the grips just spoken of : it ran close to where the
bird had fallen, and the thonglit struck him that possibly the cun-
ning creature mizht have taken refuge init, and thus have thrown
out the paniel. K r mot into it, and though tinding fully six
inches of wateg, he persevered in following it. It brought him to
a high wood abont eme hundreed vards off, and towards which the
pheasant had been flving when shot at, but * Dash ™ eould not obtain
the least seentof thebind, Asalastresource, K—— g thenreturned
to the spot where hie had left the marker with his gun, beins deter-
mined to try the grip in the apposite divection, notwithstanding its
leading exactly contrary to the point for which the bird had been
making, He did so, amd by ealling energetically to ** Dash,” he
endeavonred to make the dog believe that at length the bird was in
view, The plan succeeded. **Dash," who hiud become slack from
disappointient, hunted with renewed animation, and, after pur-
suing ¢he griptor sine time, took the scent full cry across the
eprings until he came to an old wageon-road, along which he went
at speed. Feeling assured that all was now right, K——g gladly
mowlerated his pace, for he was much out of breath. "hen at
length he overtook ** Dash,” instead of seeing him in possession of
the bird, he only found him completely at fanlt, trying up and
down the well-indented wheel-ruts. On the other side of the road
there was another vrip, Into it K ——g jumped, followed the plan
he had before adopted, and with like success ; for on running up the
grip for about sixty yards, the spaniel again hit ofl’ the scent, and
after taking it away at a right angle (so far that K g could only
nuow and then catch @ faint tingle of the bell), brought it back to
the same grip, but some 200 yards higher, where he suddenly
“ threw up.” For the fourth time in went K——g. *‘Dash” now
seemed thoroughly to understand matters. and kept trying both
sides of the grip for the scent. At length he found it, and went
full ery across a yearling fall, which was everywhere very bare,
except here and there an oceasional patch of higﬂtrung grass, At
one of these K——g found him again at fault. The dog seemed
guite done ; but atill it was evident from his excited manner. that
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he thought the pheasant was not far distant. After a time he began
scratching at the long grass. K——g went up, and, on putting
the stalks aside, fancied he perceived the end of some tail feathers.
He thrust in his arm, and ultimately succeeded in dragging forth
the well-hunted bird, quite alive, out of the deep wheel-track in
which it had buried itself. The coarse grass had grown so closely
over the rut that the bird had been able to creep in for three or
four yards.

233. A more miserable appearance than the poor creature pre-
sented cannot easily be conceived. Its feathers were so com-
pletely sopped, and stuck so close to its body, that it looked a
mere skeleton ; afd yet it was a noble bird, measuring three feet
and an inch from the tip of its bl to the extremity of its tail,
and weighed 31b. 6 oz,

23. As ‘* Dash " plays so conspicuous a part in the foregoing
history,itappearsright that a few words ahnuﬂi be given todeacribe
him. He is a low, strong-limbed, broad-backed, nearly thorough-
bred Sussexspaniel, withan extremelyintelligent-looking head, but
a sadly mean stern. His colour is black. generally hunts
him with a bell, especially where the underwood 13 thick. 1f he is
sharply cailed to when he is on game, he will slacken his pace, look
round for his master, and not ** road "' keenly until the gun ap-
proaches him ; he will then rush in with a bark to flush, though at
other times hunting mute. The intelligent animal seems, however,
perfectly to know when the cover is too high or strong for K
to follow, for he then invariably runs ful! ery from first touching
on a scent. He never deceives the sportsman, for he never gives
one of his eloquent looks unless he is certain of being on game ;
and his nose is s0 good, and he hunts so true, that he invariably
‘** pushes " his pheasant, however much it may turn or double.

236. He is also undeniable at *‘ seeking dead,” but usluckily
was not taught as a youngster to fetch. Much time is, therefore,
often lost in finding him after he has been sent for a winged bird ;
but when he is at length discovered it is sure to be with him.

236. I was told of a farmer in Kent—one of her fine yeomen, of
whom England has such cause to feel proud (pity that in some other
counties the class is not as distinetly preserved !} —who was shoot-
ing with an old short-legged, strong-loined Sussex spaniel. The
dog, after ** roading " a pheasant along many a toftuous path, led
the farmer to the edge of a shallow brook, up the middle of which,
far away to hiz right, he was lucky enough to see the amimal ruu-
ning, obviously with the design of throwing out the dog. A light
pair of heels soon brought the sportsman within shot, and enabled
him tobagthe heaviest and richest feathered bird he had ever seen.
The sharp long spurs® showed it to be at least five years of age,

* There are poulterers whd and the smoother the leg, the
would pare such a spur to di- youngeristhe bird, Dr. Kitchener,
minish the appearance of age. who appearanot to have had much
The shorter and blunter ghe spur, luck in stumbling upon well-fed
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and itssagacity would probably have borneittriumphantly through
another campaign or two, had not the farmer’s quick eyc detected
its adroit manceuvre,—one that foreibly calls to mind Cuoper's
descriptions of the stratagems employed by the North American
Indians to baffle pursuit by leaving no indication of their trail.
237. Musttherenotbe experience on the partof dogs to contend
successfully with such wiliness as this! So much was the last Duke
of Gordon eonvinced of its necessity,—and he is well known to
have been a capital sportsman, and to have paid great attention to
his fine breed of black setters,—that he would never allow one of
them to accompany him to the moors that had not been shot ove
five or six seasons—and ‘‘small blame " to his Grace ** fur that
same,"” as he had a choice from all ages. But it must be acknow-
ledeed that, howeverexcellent* inmany respects,—and wheninthe
hands of the breaker their indomitable energies would cause the
bunch of lieather fastened to the end of their checkcornls to dance
merrily over the mountains from morning until night-fall, —most
of them were a wild set in their youth, and required constant work
to keep titem in order. Everyexperienced sportsinan in the High-
lands 1s aware that young dogs will romp (for it cannot be termed
hunting),withtheirnoseshere, there, and everywhere,obtaining but
few pointsover ground on which knowing old dogs will immediately
afterwurds keep the gun-barrels at an exhilarating temperature.

238. When you hunt a brace of dogs, to speak theoreti-
cally, they should trdverse a field in opposite directions,
butalong parallel lines,and the distance betweenthelines
should be regulated by you according as it is a good or
a bad scenting day, and according to the excellence of
the dogs’ noses. Mathematical accuracy is, of course,
never to be attained, but the closer you approach to it
the better.

pheasants, avers that they have
not the Havour of baro-deor fuwl:
if they are Led before they
drop from the single tail feather
by which, he says, they should Le
hung up in the larder ; or, rather.
he advises that two pheasants
should Le suspended by one feather
until both fall. Birds of full,
beautiful plumage gratify the eye
more than the palate. It is an
indication of age in all sorte of
birds. The hens are the tenderest.
On the body of birds, immediately
under the wing, there iz what
keepers often call. * the condition

vein.” The more fat and yellow
that appears, the higher 18 the
condition of the animal. Blow
aside the feathers of a suipe ; and
if the flesh is mearly black the
birds wauts condition,—it should
be white.

* Ouo the 7th of July, 1838, hLis
kennel was put up to auction.
when three of Lis setters fetched,
severally, seventy-two, sixty, and
bfty-six puineas. Two puppies
brought fifteen guineas each, awl
two of his retrievers, " Beas " and
“ Diver." forty-six and forty-twy
guineas,
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239. You should attempt it (on entering the field to
lecward,as before directed) by making one dog go straight
ahead of you to the distance which you wish the parallel
lines to be apart from each other, before you east him
off (say) to the right; then cast off his companion to
the left. If the dogs are nearly equal in pace, the one
ahead, so long as he does not fancy he winds game,
should continue to work on a parallel more advanced
than the other.

240. Should you not like to relinquish, for the sake
of this formal precision, the chance of a find in the
neglected right-hand corner of the field, cast off one
dog to the right, the other to the left on entering :t,
and malke the one that soonest approaches his hedge
take the widest sweep (turn), and so be placed in the
advancea parallel.

241. With regard to hunting more than a brace—
when your difficulties wonderfully multiply— your own
judgment must determine in what manner to direct
their travelling powers to the greatest advantage. Much
will depend upon the different speed of the dogsy the
number you choose, from whim or otherwise, to hunt,
the kird of country you beat, and the guantity and
gort of game you expect to find. It is, however, certain
you must wish that each dog be observant of the direc-
tion in which your face is turned, in order that he may
guide his own movements by yours; that he from time
to time look towards you to see if you have any com-
mands ; and that he be ever anxious to obey them.

Herbert writes as follows, in his work on shooting in the United
States : * his words ought to have influence, for manifestly he is
a good sportsman; but I own I dannot quite agree with him as to

* Entitled, * Field Sporta in the United Statea and British Provinces,
b% Frank Forester."
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the fuctlify with which a range can be tanght : ** It 18 wonderful
how easily dogs which are always shot over by the same man—
he being one who knows his business— will learn to eross and re-
quarter their ground, turning to the slightest whistle, and follow-
ing the least gesture of the hand. I have seen old dogs turn their
hends to catch their master’s eye, if they thought the whistle too
lony deferred ; and I lately lost an old Irish setter, which had
been stone deaf for his last two seasons, but which 1 found no
more difficulty in turning than any other dog, so accurately did
fie know when to look for the signal.”

242, To beat your ground systemawticully with three
dogs you should strive to make them cross and re-cross
you, each on a different parallel, as just deseribed for
two dogs ; but each dog must make a proportionately
bolder sweep (turn) ; or,

243. If you have plenty of space, you can make one
dog take a-distinct beat to the right, another a sepa-
rate beat to the left, and direct the third (which ought
to be the dog least confirmed in his range) to traverse
the central part, and so be the only one that shall cross
and re-cross you. If vne of your dogs is a slow pot-
tever, and you prefer this method to the one named in
242, give him the middle beat, and let his faster com-
panions take the flanks. In our small English fields
you have not space enough, but on our moors, and in
many parts of the Continent, it cannot be want of room
that will prevent your accomplishing it. To do this
well, however, and npot interfere with each other's
ground, how magnificently must your dogs be broken !
In directing their movements, the assistance that would
be given you by each dog’s acknowledging his own par-
ticular whistle, and no other (503), is very apparent.

244. It isdifficult enough to make three dogs traverse
across you on tolerably distinet parallels, and at a judi-
cious distance between the parallels; you will find it
hopeless to attempt it with more than three; and one
can hardly imagine a case in which it would be advan-
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taceous to unconple a greater number of good rangers,
If, however, the searcity of game, and the extensiveness
of your beat, or any peculiar fancy, induce you habitu-
ally to use four dogs, hunt one brace to the right, the
other to the left ; and, so, far as you can, let those which
fora a brace be of equal speed® Your task will be
facilitated by your always keeping the same brace to
one flank,—I mean, by making one brace constantly
hunt to your right hand ; the®other brace to your left.
The same reasoning holds with regard to assigning to
each dog a particular side when hunting three, aceord-
ing to the mode described in last paragraph. Itshould,
however, be borne in mind that constantly huating a
dog in this manner, on one and the same flank, tends to
make him range very disagreeably whenever employed
single-handed.

245, If you hunt five dogs, four of them ought to
work by braces to the right and left, and the fifth (the
dog whose rate of speed most varies from the others)
should have a narrow beat assigned him direetly in
advance of you.

246. If three brace are to be used, let the third brace
hunt the central ground, as recommended for the fifth
dog,—or they could be worked in leashes, one on the
right of the gun, the other on the left.

247. These are the correct theorctical rvles, and the
more closely you observe them, the more truly and
killingly will your ground be hunted.

248 Probably you will think that such niceties are
utterly impracticable. They must be impracticable, if
you look for mathematical precision; but if you are
determined to hunt many dogs, and hope to shoot over
moure than a mere rabble, you should work upon system

* A rule to be followed whenever you employ relays of braces,
L
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If you do not, what can you expect but an unorganized
mob ?—an undrilled set, perpetually running over each
other’s ground,—now scampering in this part, now
crowded in that,—a few likely spots being hunted by all
(especially if they are old dogs), the rest of the field by
none of them ; and to control whose unprofitable wan-
derings, why not employ a regular huntsman and a well-
mounted whip 7 Doubtless it would be absurd to hope
for perfect accuracy in so difficult & matter as a syste-
matic range in a brigade of dogs; but that you may
approach correctness, take a true standard of excellence.
If you do not keep perfection in view, you will never
attain to more than medioerity. I earnestly hope, how-
ever, that it cannot be your wish to take out a host
of dogs ; but should you have such a singular hobby,
pray let them be regularly brigaded, and not employed
as a pack. In my ¢pinion, under no circumstances can
more than relays of leashes be desirable; but I should
be sorry in such matters to dispute any man'’s right to
please himself; I only wish him, whatever he does, to
strive to do it correctly.

249, Some men who shoot on a grand scale make
their keepers hunt each a distinet brace of dogs, the
gun going up to whatever dog points. It is the most
killing plan to adopt ; but that is not the matter we
were considering. The question was, what method a
man ought to pursue who had a fancy to himself hunt
many dogs at a time,

200. The late Major B——d, of B——d, in Lancashire, had
this fancy. The moors over which he shot were by no means
well stocked with game ; but the wonderful control he obtained
over his pointers showed, in the strongest manner, the high grade
of education that can be imparted to dogs by gentle and judicions
treatment.

261, He was accustomed to hunt three brace at a time, Each
dog when he was ranging would take up his separate ground,
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without interfering with that of his companions. The Major'a
raising his arm was the signal for all to drop.

252, If one of the dows was pointing, the Major would go up
pechaps to the dog furthest off, and m: ake lim approach the dog
that was standing ; and 1in October (when grouse run much) hL
has thus brought all six dogs in a line, one following the other,
and made each in suecession take the lead, and *foot” the birds
for a short distanee.  The sine dogs, on the same day, at a given
simal. would ran riot ; seamper over r the meoor ; chase hares, 8 eep,
or anything they came across: and at the well-known signal again
wokld :’m]p, and, as if by magic, resume their perfect obedience.

253, Majur B——d was llmh owe of the vld school ; used Hint
and sieel ; and looked with inellable contempt at the detonators
of the voungsters.  He was not remarkable for being a good shot,
capital sportsman as he undimbtedly was in the higl:u.-at. sense of
the word, showing the truth of what was said in the fifth para-
graph, that excellence in shooting, though of course advantageous,
15 uot a necessary qualification in a breaker,

254 If a professional breaker vould show you a
brigade of dogs well trained to quarter their ground
systewaticallv, and shoull ask from fifty to sixty
guineas * a brace for them, you ought not to be sur-
prised. What an extent of country they could sweep
over in an hour and not leave a bird behind! And
consider what time and labour must have Leen spent
in inculeating =0 noble a ranze. He wculd have been
far better paid if he had received less than half the
money as soon as they “ pointed steadily,” both at the
living and the dead, “down charged,” “ backed,” and
were broken from “ chasing hare,” or noticing rabbits.

255. The great advantage of fine rangers is not mmch considered
wh.re gume i3 abundant. A friend of mine, a eapital shot (though
far inferior to his namesake, Captain R——n ol sporting celebrity),
with whom I haveenj. yed eome pleasantqu: il sh ooting in .ﬁ.mennﬂ.
used mmhnﬂy to hunt a leash of pointers, ‘Jem,"” ‘' Beau,"” and
‘‘ Fag,"—the last a regular misnomer, for the dog was u:11:'|:;\1'11g,'|.'|:-lyI
:u:lle 'It was curious to watch how pertinaciously, like sheep, they
herded tug;ther,—saldum did one wind a bird that would nnt have
been found a few seconds afterwards by the others. R——s, long
before I knew him, had relinquished all attempts at waking ‘them
beat separately—indeed, I am notpositive that he was fully aanmhh

* That price was named in the Table of Cuutentis of the first edition,
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of its ntility, As they all " backed” promptly—instantly ** down-
charged.” and had not a shade of jealonsy, they did little harm ;
and sometimes on a broiling day ** Beau,” who generally took the
lead, was not the first to come on a dead bird. Where game is
plentiful, as bad rangers as the trio belonging to my old friend
will afford you sport ; but it is certain that they will pass by many
birds, unless you undergo the fatigue of walking over most of the
ground yourself, and it is clear if you do that you will not be
able to hunt half as many acres in a day as you could if you kept
to your general central direction while the dogs hunted according
to rule. Few Frenchmnen agree with us respécting a fine range.
They make their pointers anid setters hunt almost as close as
spaniels. They prefer bitches to dogs, saying that they are more
affectionate (*‘ plus fidéles "), and therefore range nearer. In
England, in old days, when our dogs were far heavier and slower
than they are now, and, in consequence, could not run over so
mnch ground, they were taught to traverse little more than from
thirty to sixty yards on each side of the gun.

256. Some men fancy that the faster they walk, the
more country they hunt. This is far from being always
the case. Dogs travel at one rate, whether you walk
fast or slow, and the distance between the parallels on
which they work (being determined by the fineness of
their noses, and the goodness of the scent) ought not
to Le attected by your pace. Suppose, therefore, that
you shoot in an unenciosed country, whether you walk
quickly, or merely erawl along, the only difference in
the beat of your dogs ought to be that, in - the latter
case, they range further to the right and left. You
thus make up in your breadth what you lose in your
length of Leat,

257. Nor do the fastest dogs, however well they
may be broken, plways truly hunt the most ground,
The slower dogs have frequently finer olfactory nerves
than their Heeter rivals, therefore the parallels oun
which the former work may correctly be much wider
apart than the parallels of the latter, The finer nose
in this manner commands so much more ground, that
it beats the quicker heels out and out.
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238. You will see, then, how judicious it is to show
forbearance and give encouragement to the timid but
high-bred class* of dogs described in 116; for it is
obvious that, though they may travel slower, yet they
may really hunt properly, within a specified time, many
more acres of ground than theiwr hardier and faster
competitors: and it is certain that they will not so
much alarm the birds. Dogs that are most active with
their heels are generally least busy with their noses.

* It is admitted, buowever, that  the part of the iustructor way

they are often difficult animals to  create a distrust that he will find
wanage ; for the least hastiness on it very hard to remove,



CHAPTER IX.

FIRST LESSON IN SEFTEMBER CONTINUED. “POINT"™ NOT
RELINQUISHED FOR " DOWN GHARGE."

8, Affection makes Dog anxious to please—when Le rushes in to be dragged
back. —260, Rule pressed.—261. Heason for Rule—Ezperience anticipated, —
M2, To " stand " far off =Pointer procuring shots ot black game, but raizing
izrouse,—263, Patience enjoined—HNot to part as eoemics. —264 The first
good point—Remain yourself statiopary.—265. * Heading " Dog—Your
circle to L wide. The first bird killed.—266. Finding dead bird, it being
to leeward. —2687. Pointing it—Blinking it—The cause.—288. Woodcock lost
from Doy not ** pointing dead."—269, Bird killed, the Dog to go to ' heel."—
#70. Supposed objection.—271. Answered.—272. Temptation to run after
fallen Lird greater than to run to * heel'~—273. Doz pointing one bird, and
after "' duwn charge"” springing the others. The cause.—27+ The preven-
tive, Doy never to discontinue his point in order to ¥ down charge.” How
taught —275. Its advantages exemplified.—276. Decide whether Doy goes
ilirect to bird, or first in you.—277. Dog which performed well, Snipe
shooting on banks of Richelion.—278. Coolness recommended. Inconsistency
deprecated.

259. To proceed, however, with our imaginary Sep-
tember day’s work. I will suppose that your young
dog has got upon birds, and that from his boldness and
keenness in hunting you need not let him run riot on
a haunt, as you were recommended (in 132), when you
wished to give courage and animation to a timid dog.
You must expect that his eagerness and delight will
make himn run in and flush them, even though you
should have called out * Toho ” when first you perceived
his stern begin feathering, and thence judged that his
olfactory nerves were rejoicing in the luxurious taint
of game. Hollo out “ Drop ” most energetically. If he
does not immediately lie down, crack your whip loudly
to command greater attention. When you have suc-
ceeded in making him lie down, approach him quietly :
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be not angry with him, but yet be stern in manner.
Grasping the skin of his neck, or, what is better, putting
your hand within his collar (for he ought to wear a
lizht one), quietly drag him to the precise spot where
you think he was first aware of the scent of the birds.
There make him stand (if stand he will, instead of
timidly erouching), with his head directed towards the
place fromn which the birds took wing, and by frequently
repeating the word “Toho,” endeavour to make him
understand that he ought to have pointed at that
identical spot. Do not confuse him by even threatening
to Leat him, The chances are twenty to one that he
is anxious to please you, but does not yet know what
you wish. I assume also that he is attached to you,
and his affection, from constantly inducing him to exert
himself to give satisfaction, will greatly develop his
observation and intelligence,

260, Consider it a golden rule never to be departed
from (for I must again impress upon you a matter of
such importanee), invariably to drag a dog who has put
up birds incautiously, or wilfully drawn too neaw them,
and so sprung them (or, what is quite as bad,—though
young sportsmen will not sufficiently think of it,—
endangered their rising out of shot), to the exact spot
at which you judge he ought to have pointed at first,
and awaited your instructions,

261, Think for one moment what could be the use of
chiding (or beating, as I have seen some * * * * * do)
the poor animal at the spot where he flushed the birds.
You are not displeased with him (or ought not to be)
because the birds took wing,—for if tllE}" had remained
stationary untilhe was within a yard of them, his fault
would have been the same : nor are you angry with him
because he did not“eatch them (which interpretation he
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might, as naturally as any other, put upon your rating
him at the spot where he flushed them)—you are
displeased with him for not having pointed at them
steadily the moment he became sensible of their
presence. This is what you wish him to under-
stand, and this you can only teach him by drazging
him, as has been so often said, to the spot at which he
ought to have “toho-ed " them. Your object is to give
the young dog, by instruction, the caution that inost old
dogs have acquired by experience. Doubtless experi-
ence would in time convince him of the necessity of
this caution ; but you wish to save time, to anticipate
that experience, and by a judicious education nnpart
to him knowledge which it would take him years to
acquire otherwise. What a dog gains by experience is
not what you teach him, but what he teaches himself.

262. Many carelessly-taught dogs will on first recog-
nising a scent make a momentary point, and then slowly
erawl on until they get within a few yards of the game,
—if it be sufficiently complaisant to allow of such a
near Approach,—and there “ set " as steady as a rock by
the hour together., Supposing, however, that the birds
are in an unfriendly distant mood, and not willing to
remain on these neighbourly terms, “ your game is up,”
both literally and metaphorically,«~—you have no chance
of getting a shot. This is a common fault among dogs
hastily broken in the spring.

I speak feelingly om the subject from a still unpleasant recollec-
tion of my extreme vexation on a certain 20th of August,® when
shooting over a young pointer-bitch of excellent natural capa-
bilities, but who had been injudiciously allowed, during her tuition
in the spring, to stand tou cluse to her birds. She was a quick

ranger,—carried a high diligent nose,—had much endurance, and
procured me several shots at young black game, but not one, if |

* The first day for killiug blackcock,
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remember right, at grouse. I was always aware when she first
found, for her attitudes were fine and marked ; but, in defiance of
all my signals and occasional calls, she would persist in creeping
nearer, a proximity the grouse would not endure.  As a violent
jerk would not have been necessary, often did I wish that day,
whenever she approached a likely spot, that it was in my power
to attach to her collar a stiff thin checkeord about 100 yards long,*
—such a one as would have been handed to me at a fishing-tackle
shop on 1ay asking for a strong hemp salimon line, —the kind used
in former days after being soaked for weeks in oil,—now, how-
ever, ccnsidered heavy and unmanageable. A mild spiked collar
applied as described in 302 to 304 would, I think, have noise-
lessly veclaimed her, without injuring my shooting,

2G3. But to resume our supposed lesson.  You must
not b2 in a hurry : keep your dog for some time—for a
long time—where he should have pointed. You may
even sit down alongside him. Be patient; you have
not come out so much to shoot as to break in your dog.
When &t length you give him the wave of the hand to
hie him on to hunt, you must not part as enemies.
though I do not say he is to be caréssed. He has com-
mitted a fault, and he is to be made sensible of it by
your altered manner,

264, Euppﬂse that, after two or three such errors, all
treated in the way deseribed, he makes a satﬁfactur}
point. Hold up your right hand, and the moment you
catch his eye, remain quite stationary, still keeping your
arm up. Dogs, as has been already observed, are very
imitative ; and your standing stock-still will, more than
anything else, induce him to be patient and immovable
at his point. After a time (say five minutes, if, from the
hour of the day and the dog’s manner, you are convincel
that the birds are not stirring), endeavour to get up tu
him so quietly as not to excite him to move. When-
ever you observe him inelined to advance,—of which his

If painted white, it will be the  seizing it, or an ungloved hand

more readily seen and frgdden on, may suffer should the dog be
~—=a step advisable preparatory to  rangiog rapidly.
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lifting a foot or even raising a shoulder, or the agitation
of his stern will be an indication,—stop for some seconds,
and when by your raised band you have awed him into
steadiness,again creep on. Make your approacheswithin
lis sight, so that he may be intimidated by your eye
and hand. If you succeed in getting near him without
unsettling him, actually stay by him, as firm as a statue,
for a quarter of an hour by one of Barwise's best chrono-
meters. Let your mannter, which he will observe, show
great earnestness. Never mind the loss of time. You
are giving the dog a famous lesson, and the birds are
kindly aiding you by lying beautifully and not shifting
their ground.*

265. Now attempt a grand coup, in which, if you are
successful, you may almost consider your dog made
staunch for ever. Keeping your eye on him, and your
hand up (of course the right one), make a ecircuit, so
that the birds shall be between him and you. Be
certain that your circle is sufficiently wide,—if it is not,
the birds may get up behind you, and so perplex him
thateat his next find he will feel doubtful how to act.
Fire at no skirter, or chance shot. Reserve yourself for
the bird or birds at which he points; a caution more
necessary on the moors than on the stubbles, as grouse
spread while feeding.  When you have well headed him,
walk towards him and spring the birds, Use straight
shooting-puwder. Take a cool aim well forward, and
knock down one. Do not flurry the dog by firing more
than a single barrel, or confuse him by killing more
than one bird, If you have been able to accomplish all
this without his stirring (though, to effect it, you may
have been obliged to use your voice), you have every

* Should they (unluckily for deavour to0 manage as detuled in
the lesson) rum, you must en- 285,
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right to hope, from his previous education, that he will
readily “down-charge ” on hearing the rveport of your
gun. Do not hurry your loading—indeed, be unneces-
sarily long, with the view of making him at all such
times patient and steady. If, in spite of all your calls
and signals, he gives chase to the sprung birds, make
him “ drop,"—instantly if possible,—and proceed much
as deseribed in 259, dragging him back to the place
where he should have “ down-charged.”

266. When you have loaded, say, " Dead,” in a low
voice, and signalling to * heel,” make him come up to
you, yourself keeping still. By signs (X1. of 141) place
him as near as you can, but to lecwurd of the dead bird.
Then, and not till then, say, “Find ;" give him no other
assistance. Let him have plenty of time to make out
the bird. It is not to be find and grip, but find and
point,t therefore the moment you perceive he is aware
that it is before him, make him (by word of commani)
“toho "—go up to him, stay for a while alongside him,
tlien make a small circuit to head him,-and have the
bird between you and him; approach him. F he
attempt to dash in, thunder out * No,” and greet him
with at least the sound of the whip: slowly pick up
the dead bird ; eall the dog to you ; show him the bird ;
but on no account throw it to him, lest he snatch at it ;
w2y it on the ground, encourage him to sniff it; let him
(for reason why see 313) turn it over with his nose,—
teeth closed,—say to him, “Dead, dead ;" caress him;

* As he acquires experience he your friend may not load as ex-
will wish to rise the moment he peditiously as yoursell.
vbsarves that your loading is com.- 1 Never being allowed to grip
Eletﬂﬂ. Do not allow him to move, conduces 80 much to making him
owever correctly he may bave tender-mouthed, that, should he
judged the time. Let his risin hereafter be permitted to lift his
be always in obedience to 5igna§ game, it is probable he will deliver
or word. You may occasionally it up perfectly uninjured.
make a mistake in charging, or
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sit down; smooth the feathers of the bird; let him
perceive that you attach much value to it; and after a
while loop it on the game bag, allowing him all the
time to see what you are doing. After that, make much
of him for full five minutes : indeed with some dogs it
would be advisable to give a palatable reward, but be
not invariably very prodigal of these allurcnients; you
may have a pupil whose attention they might engross
more than they ought. Then walk about a httle time
with him at your heels. All this delay and caressing
will serve to show him that the first tragedy is con-
cluded, and has been satisfactorily performed. You may
now hie him on to hunt for more birds.

267. Pray mind what is said about making your
youngster point the dead bird staunchly, the moment
you perceive that he first scents it. Should he be
allowed to approagh so near as to be able to touch it
(instead of being made to point the instant he finds),
the chances are that, if hard-mouthed, he will give it a
crunch, if tender-mouthed a fumbling of the feathers,
and either proceeding satisfying him, that he will quit
it, and not further aid you in a search.  As “pointing ”
is only a natural pause (prolonged by art) to determine
exactly where the game is lying, preparatory to rushing
forward to seize, it would be unreasonable to expect hiwm
willingly to make a second point at game he has oot
only found but mouthed ;—the evil, however, does not
rest here.  There js such a disagreeable thing as blinking
a dead bird, no less than blinking a sound one. For
moutbing the bird you may possibly beat the dog, or for
nosing it and not pointing you may rate him harshly,
either of which, if . be not of a bold disposition, may
lead, on the next occasion, to his slinking off after
werely obtaming a sniff,  You uurrhh in fact, to watch
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as caveful'y for your pupil’s first * feathering " upon the
dead bird as you did (259) upon his first coming upon
the covey. You eee, then, that your teaching him to
“point dead " is absolutely indispensable ; unless, indeed,
vou constantly shoot with a retriever. Pointing at a
live bird, or at a dead one, should only differ in this, that
in the latter case the dog makes a nearer point. Begin
correctly, and yowwill not have any difficulty ; but you
may expect the greatest if yom let your dog go up to
one or two birds and mouth them before you commence
making him point them. The following season, should
you then permit him to lift his game (538), it will be
time enough to dispense with his “ pointing dead.” |
dwell upon this subject because many excellent dogs,
from not having been properly taught to “ point dead,”
often fai' in securing the produce of a successful shot,
while, on the contrary, with judiciously educated dogs
it rarely happens that any of the slain or wounded are
left on the field. Moreover, the protracted search and
failure (as an instance see 314) occasions a lamentable
loss of time. Were a sportsman who shoots over dogs
not well broken to  point dead ” (or retrieve) to calcu-
late accurately, watch in hand, he would, I think, be
surprised to find how many of his best shooting hours
ere wasted in unprofitable searching for birds, of the
certainty of whose untimely fate his dogs had probably
long before fully convinced themselves.

268. I was shooting snme seasons back where woodeocks, being
gcarce, are considered great prizes. If one is vprung, the pheasants
are immediately neglected, and every exertion is made to secure
the rara avis, We flushed one ; at length it was killed ; it fell
in thick cover,—was found by a setter (a feather or two in his
mouth betraying him) ; but as the dog had not been {;:'ﬂparly
taught to ** point dead,” we were obliged to leave the bird be-

ind, after spending nearly half an hour in a fruitless search.

269. As to the word “ Dead,” whether you choose to
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continue using it immaediately after loading, or, as 1
have recommended (X1 of 141), after a fime omit it,
and merely let the signal to “heel ” intimate that you
have killed, always make wour dog go to you before
vou allow him to seek for the fallen bird.

270. Sotne may say, “ As a dog generally sees a bird
fall, what is the use of calling him to you before you let
him seek ?—and even if he does not see the bird, why
should any time be lost? Why should not you and he
ao as direct to it as you can ?”

271. Provided you have no wish that the “ finder "
(see 541), rather than any of his companions, should be
allowed the privilege of “ seeking dead,” I must admit
that in the cultivated lands of England, when a dog
“sees a bird fall,”” he might in nine cases out of ten 2o
diregt to it without inconvenience. Ewven here, how-
ever, there are occasions when intervening obstacles
may prevent yourubserving what the dog is about; and
in cover, so far from being able to give him any assist-
ance by signalling, you may be ignorant whether or not
he has seen the bird knocked over, or is even aware of
the general direction in which he ought to seek. But
in the oft-oceurring cases in which “he does not see the
bird fall,” it is obvious (particularly when he happens
to be at the extremity of his beat) that you will far
more quickly place him where you wish, if you make
him, at first, run up to you,and then advance from you,
straight to the bird, by your forward signal (277). These
cood results at least will follow, if you remain stationary,
and make him join you. You do not lose sight of the
spot where you marked that the bird or birds fell. The
foil is not interfered with by your walking over the
ground (a matter of much importance, especially on
bad-scenting days). The dog, if habituated to “ seek "
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without your companionship, will readily hunt morasses
and ravines, where you might find it difficult to ae-
company him. Hg will feel the less free to follow his
own vagaries ; and this consciousness of subjection will
dispose him to pay more watchful attention to your
signals. He will the more patiently wait at the “ down-
charge;"” and when you are reloaded will not be so
tempted to dash recklessly after the bird, regardless
whether or not he raises others on the way, If he is
drageing a cord, you can the more easily take hold of
its end, in order to check him, and make him point
when h= first winds the dead bird; and should you be
shooting over several dogs, by none of them being per-
mitted to run direct to the falien bird, the_}? will the
less unwillingly allow you to select the one who is to
approach ~lose to you hefore “ seeking dead.”

272. The opponents of this method argne that the
practice may give the dog the bad habit of running
immediately after the “down-charge” to the gun, instead
of recommencing to hunt; particularly if he is shot
over by a first-rate performer. Granted; but is not
the temptation to bolt off in search of a dead bird still
stronger? To check the former evil, endeavour to make
the coming to “ heel ” an act of obedience rather than a
voluntary act, by never failing, as soon as you are re-
loaded, to give the customary signal (viIL of 141) when
you have killed, or the signal to “hie on™ should you
have missed.

273. Moreover, you will sometimes.meet with a dog
who, when a bird has been fired at, though it be the
first and only one sprung of a large covey, commences
“seeking dead " immediately after the “ down-charge,”
apparently considering that his first duty. This sad,
sad fault—for it frequently leads to his raising the
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other birds out of shot—is generally attributable to the
dog's having been allowed to rush at the fallen bird,
instead of being accustomed to the restraint of having
first to run up to the gun,

274. To prevent your pupil from ever behaving so
badly, often adopt the plan of not *seeking dead” im-
mediately after loading, especially if the birds are lying
well.  Mark accurately the spot where sour vietim lies,
and closely hunt for others, endeavouring to instil great
caution into the dog, much in the manner (being guided
by his disposition and character) deseribed in 196, 197,
and 329. Aslongasany of the covey remain unsprung,
you ought not to pick up one dead bird, though you
should have & dozen on the ground. Your dog ought
not even to “down-charge " after you have fired, if he is
fully aware that more birds are before him. To impart
to bim the knowledge that, however important is the
“down-charge,” his'continuing ut his point is still more
su, you may, when the birds are lying well and he is at
a fixed point, make your attendant discharge a gun at
a littde distance while you remain near the dog, en-
couraging him to maintain his “ toho.” If you have no
attendant, and the bivds lie like stones, fire off a barrel
yourself while the dog is steadily pointing.* He will
fancy you see birds which he has not noticed, and, un-
less properly tutured and praised by you, will be desirous
to quit those he has found, to search for the bird he
conceives you have shot.

275. It is a fine display of intelligence in the dog,
and of judicious training in the breaker (may it be your
desert and reward ere long to witness it in your pupil)
when a pointer (or setter) in goodly turnips or strong
potatoes draws upon birds which obligingly rise one

* (Mtener practicable on heather fhan on stubble,
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after the other, while by continuing his eloquent atti-
tude he assures you that some still remain unsprung, to
which he is prepared to lead you, if you will but attend
to them and him, and, instead of pot-hun ting after those
you have killed, wait until his discriminating nose in-
torms him that, having no more strangers to introduce,
he 1s at liberty to assist you in your search,

276. To revext, however, to the point particularly
under discussion, viz, whether you prefer that your
dog go direct to the fallen bird, or (as I strongly re-
commend) that he first join you, pray be consistent :
exact which you will, but always exact the same, if you
are anxious to obtain cheerful unhesitating obedience.

277. I have seen the advantage of the latter method very
strikinglyexemplified in America,in partsof which there is capital
snipe-shooting. In the high grass and rushes on the banks of the
Richelieu, many a bird have I seen flushed and shot at, of which
the liver and white pointer, ranging at a little distance, has known
nothing. As he was well broken in, he, of course. dropped in-
stantly, on hearing the report of the gun. If the bird had fallen,
his master, after reloading, used invariably to say * Dead,”* in
a low tone of voice, on which the dog would go up fo him ; and
then Lis master, without stirring from the spot where he had fired,
directed him by signals to the place where the bird fell, to reach
which the dog often had to swim the stream. His master then
said * Find." At that word, and not before it, his intellient
four-footed companion commenced searching for the bird, por did
he ever fail to tind and bring ; and so delicate was his mouth
that I have often seen him deliver up a bird perfectly alive, with-
out having deranged a feather, though, very probably, he had
swam with it across one of the many creeks which intersect that
part of the country. If the shot was a miss, his master's silence
after reloading, and a wave of his arm to continue hunting (or the
command to ** Hie on," if the dog was hidden by the rushes—per-
haps a low whistle would have been better), fully informed his
companion of the disappointment. He was quite as good on the
large quail, and small woodeock found in Canada, which latter
makes 3 ringing noise on rising, not unlike the sound of a distant

® In order to work in silence, sede the word “dead.” It might
I advised (x1. of 141) that the be necessary to sing out with a

signal to “heel,” wheuever the  boatswain's voice should the deg
dog could ohserve it, shofld super-  Le far off
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soft bell ; but reminiscences of that capital old dog are leading
me away from your young one.

278. For some days you cannot shoot to your pupil
too steadily and quietly—I had wellnigh said too
slowly. By being cool, calm, and collected yourself,
you will make him so. I am most unwilling to think
that you will be too severe, but I confess I have my
misgivings lest you should oceasionally, overlook some
slight faults in the elatien of a successful right and
left. Filling the game-bag must be quite secondary to
education. Never hesitate to give up any bird if its
acquisition interfere with a lesson. I.et all that you
secure be done according to rule, and in a sportsman-
like manner,
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279, It is proper you should be warned that you
must not always expect a dog will “ toho " the first day
as readily as I have described, though most will, and
some (especially pointers) even more quickly, if they
have been previously well drilled, and have been bred
for several generations from parents of pure blood.

I do not say bred in and in. Breeding4n and in, to a certainty,
wonld enfeeble their intellects as surely as their constitutions,
In this way has many a kennel been dnprwed of the energy and
endurance so essential in a sportsman’s dog.

280, The late Lord Harris gave Mr. M t (mentioned in 195),
then residing in Essex, two 3-:1.1113, very highly bred pointer pups,
a brotherand sister, Mr. M t, after some months, carried them

into Kent, and, without their ha‘n:lg had the least preliminary
mgtructmn or ever Having seen a bird, took them out partridge-
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ghooting. He had no older dog to set them a grood example, and as
they were wholly nnbroken, he feared they would bolt for home the
moment he squibbed oft his gun ; but, thonzh they seemed much
astonished and extremely nervous at the report, great caressin

and enconragement imduced them to remain. After awhile the
dog went forward, and sniffed about,—then he began to hunt,—
at length he did so very assiduounsly ; but his sister not so keenly,
for she did little more than follow in hLis wake. Generally it is
otherwise, bitches being usually the earliest in the field. Atlength
the dor cume to a stitt point at the edge of some turnips. The
bitch perceived him and tunidly backed. Mr) M——+ hastened
up—Dbirdi arose—one fell, fortunately killed outright—the dog
dashed at it, and, tremulous with a world of new and pleasurable
emotions, nosed and fumbled it about in a very excited manner,
but did not attempt to grip it. Mr. M——t, lest he should damp
the youngster's ardour, refrained from rating, or even speaking to
him, but left him entirely to himself. After a time, singular to
say,—for he had not been taught as a puppy to * fetch,"—he
lifted the partridge, and carried it to his master,—a practice he
was afterwards allowed to pursue. Is it not clear that, if he had
been well instructed in the initiatory lessons, Mr., M——t would
have found him perfectly made, with the exception of having no
systematic range ! He turned out extremely well, and constantly
showed himself superior to his sister, who always wanted mettla.

As in the present instance, it often occurs that a dog
is less inclined to dash in at first than when he is more
acquainted with birds. He is suddenly arrested by the
novelty of the scent, and it is not until he is fully
assured from what it proceeds that he longs to rush for-
ward and give cliase. In autumnal breaking the dog
zets his bird—it is killed for him—he is satisfied—and
therefore he has not the same temptation to rush in as
when lie is shown birds in the spring.

281, If you find your dog, from excess of delight and
exuberance of spiritg, less under general command than
from his initiatory education you had expected, and that
he will not “ toho " steadily at the exact spot at which
you order him, at once attach a checkeord to his collar
It will dimninish his pace, and malke hiin more cautious
and obedient. The moment you next see him begin to
eather, get up quickly, but without running, to the end
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of the cord, and check him with a sudden jerk if you
are satisfied that game is before him, and that he ought
to be pointing. If from his attitude and manner you
are positive that there is game, drive a spike (or peg)
into the ground, and tie the cord toit. I only hope the
birds will remain stationary. If they do, you can give
him a capital lesson by remaining patiently alongside of
him, and then heading him and the birds in the manner
before described (264, 2635).

282. As ageneral rule,an attendant or any companion
cannot be recommended, because he would be likely to
distract a voung dog’s attention (10); but an intelligent.
fellow who would readily obey your signals, and not
presume to speak, would, doubtless, with a very wild
dog, be an advantageous substitute for the spike. You
could thea employ a longer and slighter cord than usual,
and, on the man's getting hold of the end of it, be at
once free to head and awe the dog. Whenever you had
occasion to stand still, the man would, of eourse, be as
unmovable as yourself.

Your signals to him might be ;—

The gun held up,—* Get near the dog.”

Your fist clenched,—* Seize the rope.”

Your fist shaken —* Jerk the cord.”

Your hand spread open,—*" Let go the cord.”
Or any signs you pleased, so that you understood each
other without the necessity of speaking.

283. Should it ever be your mistortune to have to
correct in a dog evil habits caused by past mismanage-
ment, such an attendant, if an active, observant fellow,
could give you valuable assistance, for he sometimes
would be able to seize the cord immediately the dog
began *feathering,” and generally would have hold of
it before you could have occasion to fire. But the fault
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most diffieult to cure in an old dog is a bad habit of
ranging.  If, as a youngster, he has been permitted to
beat as his fancy dictated, and has not been instructed in
looking to the gun for orders, you will have great, very
great difficulty in reclaiming him. Probably he will
have adopted a habit of running for a considerable dis-
tance up wind, his experience having shown him that
it is one way of finding birds, but nct having taught
him that to seek for them by erossing the wind would
be a better method.

Curiously enough, nature has given this systematic range to
the stoat,® though, happily for the poor rabbits, it eannot ciry
a high nose, and therefore the parallels on which it hunts are
necessarily not far apart. This interesting proceeding is ocea-
sionally witnessed by those keepers who injudiciously prefer their
game-disturbing guns to their vermin-destroying traps.+

284. The great advantage of teaching a dog to point the instant
he is sensible of the presence of birds (260), and of not creeping a
foot further until he is directed by you, is particularly apparent
when birds are wild, While he remains steady, the direction of
his nose will lead you to give a tolerable guess as to their ** where-
abouts,” and you and your companion can keep quite wide of the
dog{one on each side), and so approach the birds from both flanks.
They, meanwhile, finding themselves thus intercepted in thres
directions, will probably lie so close as to afford a fair shot to, at
least, one gun, for they will not fail to see the dog and be awed by
his presence. Raise your feet well off the ground, to avoid making
a noise. Walk quickly, but with no unnecessary flourish of arms
or gun. They may fancy that you intend to pass by them;—a slow
cautious step often raises their suspicions, (Most sportsmenin the
Highlands prefer a low cap, or a wide-awake, to a hat; one of the
motives for this choice being that the wearer 1s less conspicuous,
—mnot appearing so tall. It is because he will not appear so tall
that he thinks he can get nearer to a pack by approaching the birds
up-hill rather than by coming down upon them from a height.
Many an old sportsman crouches when approaching wild birds.)
As soon as you and your friend are in good positions, you can
motion to the dog to advance and flush the birds. You should

* Which becomes white in &  trapping, and keeper's vermin-

severe winter,—a regular ermine ; dogs, &ec, i8 so long that the
the only one of the weazel-tribe  printer has placed it in an Ap-
that does g0 in England. pendix.

1+ This note on the subject of
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on no account halt on the way, for the moment you stop they will

fancy they ure perceived, and take wing.

It is by driving round

and round, constantly cuntracting the circle, an. never stopping,
that the bullock- -cart, car n r the trained {:heeta is often brought

within 100 yards of the

of antelopes, amidst which is un-

suspiciously browsing the dnnmed dark buck.* Driven directly

* The cheeta invariably selecta
the buck, passing the nearer
does and fawna. never Saw
but one instance td*the contrary.
On that occasion the cheeta en-
deavoured to secure what appeared
to be his easiest victim--a young
fawn; but thelittlecreature twisted
and doubled so rapidly, that it
escaped perfectly uninjured. The
turbaned keeper, greatly surprised,
begged the spectators to remain
at a respectful distance while he
proceeded to secure the panting,
baffled animal. The caution waa
not unneressary ; for the disap-
pointed beast, though usually very
tractable, struck at the man’s arm
and tore it. On examination a
large thorn was found in one of
the animal’s fore-paws, which fully
explained the cause of his not
bounding after the lord of the
herd, when he had, in ecat-like
manner, stealthily crawled as near
as any intervening bushes would
afford comcealment. This pre-
liminary part of the affair 13 at
times very tedious; the rest is
quickly settled : for the wondrous
springs of the cheeta (whose form
then so apparently dilates,' that
the ohserver, if a nuvice, starts
in the belief that he suddenly sees
a royal tiger) soon exhaust him;
which accounts for Lin always
creeping as near as possible before
openly eommencing hiz attack.

The education of the cheeta is
no less progressive than that of
the dog; and whatever patience

the latter may require from his
instructor, the former demands
far greater ; nmot so much from
want of docility as from the nearly
total absence of all the feelings of
attachment so conspicuous in the
canine race. The cubs when they
are very young are stolen from the
rocky fastnesses where they are
usually bred. They are imme-
diately hooded, and allowed no
other exervise than what they can
take when they are led about by
their keeper. While he is feeding
them, he invariably shouts in a
peculiar key. In a month or so
their eager looks, animated ges-
tures, and possibly cheerful purr-
ing testafy that they comprehend
its import as fully as a hungry
young ensign does " the roast beef
of old England." They are then
slightly chained, each toa separate
bandy (bullock-cart), and ha-
bituated to its motion. They are
alwayz fed during the drive. They
thus learn to expect a good meal
in the course of their airing. After
a time the keeper, instead of feed-
ing a promising pupil while he is
a prisoner, goes to a little distance
from the E&mdj' and utters the
singular cries now so joyfully
bheard, upon which—an attendant
slipping off the chain and hood—
the liberated cheeta runs to his
trainer to'%he fed. By degrees this
ia done at increased distances, He
is always conducted back to the
carriage by the keeper's dragging
at the lump of meat of which the

A dealer often says in praise
of a small horse, —and great praise
it is,—" You may fancy him a little

one now, but wait till you see him
move, and then you'll think him

a big one,"
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towards the herd, the cart could not approach within thrice that
distance., In Yorkshire, very late in the season, when the grouse
are 8o scared that they will not allow a dog or man to get near
them,it often happens that a good hﬁ ia made by the gun keeping
just ahead of a cart and horse. Here, however, no circuit is
made. The birds are found by chance. The only dog employed
is the retriever, kept in the cart until he is required to fetch.

285. You must not, however, too often try to work
round and head your pupil when he is pointing. Judg-
ment is required to know when to do it ‘with advantage.
If the birds were running, you would coinpletely throw
him out, and greatly puzzle and discourage him, for they
probably weuld then rise out of shot, behind you, if
they were feeding up-wind,—behind him if they were
feeding down-wind.* Far more frequently make him
work out the scent by his own sagacity and nose, and
lead you up to the birds, every moment bristling more
and more, at a pace t entirely controlled and regulated

by your signals.

animal retains a firm hold, The
next step is for the man again to
commence feeding wear the cart,
but without making any noisc,—
the removal of the hood being the
only thiog that tells the spotted
beast to look about him fur his
dinper. The last step is the sub-.
stitution of a kid or wounded an-
telope, for the keeper with his
provision basket, when it rarely
happens that patwie’s strong in-
stinct does not make the cheeta
seize with eagerness the proflered
prey. His education is now com-

leted ; but for many months he
18 never unhooded at a Lerd unless
the driver has managed to get the
cart within a very favouriug dia-
tance.

The cheeta knocks over the buck
with a blow of his paw on the
hind-quarters, given 8o rapully
that the eye canmot follow the
motion, and then grasps him
firmly by the throat: ner will

These being given with your right

he quit hold of the windpipe as
long as the prostrate animal ean
make the slightest struggle for
breath. This affords the keeper
ample time to cut off a limb,
which he thrusts against the
cheeta’s nose, and as soow as the
still quivering dainty tempts him
to grasp it, he is again led off to
his cart. He is then further re-
warded with a drink of warm blood
taken from the ioside of the an-
telope, and the scene concludes
by the carcuss being strapped
under the bandy.

* Many think that grouse feed
more down-wind than partridges.

t A pace that keeps the sports-
man at a brisk walk ia obviously
the best. It is very anmoying to
be unable, by any quiet encourage-
ment, to get a dog to “road" as
rapidly as you wish—an annoy-
ance often experienced with natu-
rally timid dogs, or with those
which Lave been overpunished.
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band will be more apparent to him if you place your-
self on his left side. It isin this manner that you give
him a lesson which will hereafter greatly aid him in
recovering slightly winged birds—in pressing to a rise
the slow-winged but nimble-heeled rail—or in minutely
following the devious mazes through which an old cock
pheasant,or yet more, an old cock grouse, may endeavour
to mislead him. And yet this lesson should not be given
before he is tolerably confirmed at his point, lest he
should push too fast on the scent, and make a rush
more like the dash of a cocker than the sober, eon-
venient “road " of a setter. As his experience in-
creases, he wiil thus acquire the valuable knowledge of
the position of his game; he will lead you to the
centre of a covey, or what is of greater consequence—
as grouse spread—to the centre of a pack (instead of
allowing himself to be attached to a flank by some
truant from the main body), and thas get you a good
double shot, and enable you effectually to separate the
birds ; he will, moreover, become watchful, and sensible
of his distance from game—a knowledge all-important,
and which, be it remarked, he never could gain in tur-
nips or potatoes, or any thick cover.

286. Mr. C s R n, well known in Edinburgh, told me
that a black and tan pointer of his (Admiral M——y's breed,
ave, on one occasion, a very clever proof of his knowledge of the
ﬁiatnnc& at which he ought to stand from his game. He was
ranging in thick stubble. Some partridge, being uﬁght-]y alarmed,
rose & little above the ground, and then dropped very near the
dog,—upon which the sagacious creature instantly crouched close
to the ground, his head between his fore-lems, and in that con-
strained position, ventre-d-terre, pushed himself backwards until
he had retreated to what he conceived to be a judicious distance
from the covey, when he stood up and pui.nted] boldly.

287. There is another and yet stronger reason why
you should not consider it a rule always to bead your
young dog at his point, You may—although at first it
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seems an odd caution to give—make him too stanch.
This, to be sure, signifies less with partridges than with
most birds; but if you have ever seen your dog come
to a fixed point, and there, in spite of all your efforts,
remain provokingly immovable—plainly telling you of
the vicinity of birds, but that you must find them out
for yourself—your admiration of his steadiness has, I
think, by no means reconciled you to the embarrassing
position in which it has placed you. Ihave often wit-
nessed this vexatious display of stanchness, although
the owner cheered on the dog in a tone loud enough to
alarm birds two fields off,

288. A keeper will sometimes praise his dog for such
stanchness ; but it is a great fault, induced probably by
over-severity for formerrashness,—and the more difficult
to be cured, if the animal is a setter, from the crouching
position which he often naturally assumes when pointing.

289. A friend of mine was told by Mr. € —t (to whom those
interested in the prosperi &'nf the Edinburgh Zoological Gardens
ought to feel mucil lndebte ) that a little pointer hitch of his came,
on a hot, dry, bad scenting day, to a fixed point. He could not
perauade her to move, nor could he or his friend spring any game;
and two not bad-nosed dogs that were hunting with her would not
acknowledge the scent, even when they were brought close to the
bitch. As she would neither advance nor retire, he actually had
her carried off in a boy's arms. When she was put down, away
she ran and resumed her point, After another ineffectual attempt
to raise birds, again she was borne off, but only to take up for a
third time her point. At length, after a yet closer search—in
which, however, she still refused to join,—a young blackeock was
perceived closely buried under a thick piece of heather. The very
excellence of the bitch’s nose, and her admirable perseverance,
made it the more vaxatious that she had not been taught the mean-
ing of the signals to advance. One grieves that anything should
have been neglected in the education of so superior a creature.

29!] I advised (285) your practising your young dog in ** foot-
ing " out a scent. Though it occurred many years ago, I remem-
ber as if it were but yesterday (from my annoyance at shooting
so execrably, when it was peculiarly incumbent on me not to
miss), my nearly making a sad mistake with a very young dog,
who was following up a retreating birc most magnificently.
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291. 1 waslooking fer grouse where I thonght that there might
be some, but was sure there could not be many. After beating
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CARRYING A POINT AND CARRYING A POINTER.—Par. 238,

fora considerable time unsuccessfully, the youngest of the dogathat
were hunting madeastanch point. Igot up to him;—nothing rose.
I encouraged him to presson. He did so, and ataconvenient pace
whichallowed me tokeepparallel with him. Hesoseldom stopped,
and bristled so little, that I thought he was making a fool of me.
Still, as he now and then looked round sagaciously, as if to say,
“ There really is game ahead,” I did not like to tell him of my
suspicions. Though my patience was sorely tried, for he led me a
distance which I dare not name, I resolved to let him have his
own way, and to see what wounld be the result, satisfied that undue
precipitance onmy part mighteffectmore evil than could arise from
an erroneocus participation in his proceedings. At length, when my
good resolutions were all but exhausted, and®l was thinking of
chiding the dog for his folly, we approached a bare spot, free from
heather,—up sprung a noble cock grouse, challenging splendidly.

292. I had been so perplexed, and was, I am ashamed to say,
so unnerved, that, though the bird went off in a line directly from
me, I missed him with both barrels : I don't know when I was
more vexed ;—nothing but my bungling lost the young dog the
reward he so richly deserved,
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203. I recount this story, though it is little in my
favour, to warn you against the too common errvor of
faneying that a young dog is making false points if
birds do not get up directly. They may have taken
leg-bail, and thus have puzzled him in liis inexperience.
Dogs not cowed by punishment will, after a little hunt-
ing,seldom make false points, while they are unfatigued.
To a certainty they will not draw upon a false point
for any distance: therefore never punish what is solely
occasioned by over-caution. Your dving so would but
increase the evil. Self-confidence and experience are
the only cures for a fault that would be a virtue if not
carried to excess. Even a good dog will occasionally
malke a point at larks from over-caution when birds are
wild ; but see the first note to.194.

204. After you have shot over a dog a short time, his
manner and attitude will enable you to guess pretty aec-
curately whether birds are really before him ; whether
they are far off or near; and whether or not they are
on the move, Generally speaking, the higher he carries
his head, and the less he stiffens his stern, the further
off are the birds. If he begin to look nervous, and be-
come fidgety, you will seldom be wrong in fancying they
are on the run. But various, and at times most curious,
are the methods that dogs will adopt, apparently with
the wish to show you where the birds are, and certainly

with the desire to get you a shot.

205. A pointer, belonging at the present moment to a noble-
man in Perthshire, Lord M— —d (from whose lips my inforimant
heard the strange story), has quite a novel mode of telling that
birds are on the move. While they continue quiet, he points
them in the usual manner, with his head towards them, but so
soon as they begin to walk off, he directly faces about, very dis-
respectfully presenting his stern to them,—whether to express
contempt for their want of courtesy, or to warn his lordship to
leok out for a long shot, I will leave you to decide.* I particularly

* “Buwarrow's " manceuvre (530) clealy showas the true reason.
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inquired if he did this indifferently, whether the birds were run-
ning up or down wind, This my mformant could not positively
tell. All he knew was that his lordship had said, in a general
way, that the singularly mannered animal invariably repeated
this eccentric proceeding whenever the birds moved.

296, Notonly will adog’s manner often show you whether or not
birds are on the move, but his carriage, when you are accustomed
to him, will frequently tell youwhat species of game is before him.,
1 know an old peinter that is capital in light cover. His owner
shoots rabbits over him, and whenever the dog tinds one, though
he points steadily, his tail vibrates as regularly as a pendulum,

207, Yeurs azo, when I was shooting in the North, I was crossing
sonie land which thesencroachments of husbandry had converted
from wild heather to profitable sheep-walks: suddenly a youny
dog that was with me came to a more rigid point than 1 had ever
seen him make—every muscle appeared distended—1 was puzzled
—1I felt satisfied that he had winded something very unusual, but
what to expect I could not imagine, for there seemed not cover
for a tomtit. When I got up to him, he wus so nervously anxious
that J had some difficulty in making him advance, but at IE::Sth
he slowly brought me towards a small bush, to which he nailed
his nose. Further he would not proceed. I kicked the bush,
when, to my great gratification, up gradually rose a young black-
rock, which went off tu killing distance with a flight not more
rapid than that of the florikin. 1t was the first black game that
the dog had ever seen. It was also the first that 1 had ever seen
on the wing, and this may account for all the attendant circum-
stances being so strongly impressed upon my memory.

208. Colunel C—— n, on the staff of the Duke of C e, told
me that about ten years ago he heard a gentleman, then living on
the Mall at Birr, make a bet of a pony (he offered to wager a much
larger sum) that his terrier bitch would point all the kinds of
game found in the neighbouring bog; and further, that before it
was sprung he would name what description of game the dog was
pointing. The gentleman won his bet handsomely, though they
found snipe, woodeock, grouse, hare, and something else,—as well
as Colonel C——n now remembers, a duck. It was soon evi-
dent to the spectators that the attitude of the clever animal—
short-earcd, with a considerable cross of the bull-dog—varied
secording to the nature of the game she came across. To an
English ear shooting on a bog does not sound very attractive;
but though the walking is generally difficult, the sport is often

interesting, fron: the variety of gane the sportsman frequently
meets with.
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209, AFTER a few trials, you will, I hope, be able to
dispense with the peg recommended in 281, and soon
after with the checkeord also. But if your dog possesses
unusually high spirits, or if he travels over the ground
at a pace which obviously precludes his making a proper
use of his nose, it may be advisable to fasten to his
collar a bar, something like a diminutive splinter-bar,
that it may, by occasional knocking against his shins,
feelingly admonish him tolessen his stride. If he gets
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it between his legs and thus finds it no annoyance,
attach it to both sides of his collar from points near
the extremities. One of his fore-legs might oceasionally
be passed through the collar; but this plan is not so
zood as the other ; nor as the strap on the hind-lez (60),
These means (to be discarded, however, as soon as
obedience is established) are far better than the tempo-
rary ascendancy which some breakers establish by low
diet and excessive work, which would only weaken his
spirits and bodily powers, without eradicating his self-
will, or improving his intellects. You want to force
himn, when he is in the highest health and vigeur, to
learn by experience the advantage of letting his nose
dwell longer on a feeble acent.

300. I have made no mention of the spiked collar,
because it is a brutal instrument, which none but the
most ignorant or unthinking would employ. It is a
leather collar into which nails much longer than the
thickness of the collar have been driven, with their
points projecting inwards. The French spike-collar 1s
nearly as severe. It is formed of a series of wooden
balls—larger than marbles—linked (about two aund a
half inches apart) into a chain by stiff wires bent into
the form of hooks, The sharp pointed hooks punish
cruelly when the checkcord is jerked,

301. We have, however, a more modern deseription
of collar, which is far less inhuman than either of those 1
have mentioned, but still I cannot recommend its adop-
tion, unless in extreme cases; for thoush not so severely,
it, likewise, punishes the unfortunate dog, more or less,
by the strain of the checkeord he drags along the ground;
and it ought to be the great object of a good breaker as
little as is possible to fret or worry his pupil, that all his
ideas may be engageq in an anxious wish to wind birds.

N
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On a leather strap, which has a ring at one end, four
wooden balls (of about two inches diameter)are threaded
like beads, at intervals from each other and the ring,
say, of two inches (the exact distance being dependent
on the size of the dog's throat). Into each of the
balls sundry short thickish pieces of wire are driven,
leaving about one-sixth of an inch beyond the surface.
The other end of the strap (to whieli the checkeord is
attached) is passed through the ring. This ring being
of somewhat less diameter than the balls, it is clear,
however severely the breaker may pull, he cannot eom-
press the dog’s throat beyond a certain point. The
effect of the short spikes is rather to crumple than
penetrate the skin,

302, I have long bLeen sensible of the aid a spiked
eollar would afford in reclaiming headstrong, badly edu-
cated dogs, if it could be used at the moment—and only
at the precise moment—when punishment was required;
but not until lately did it strike me how the collar could
be carried so that the attached cord should not con-
stantly bear upon it, and thereby worry, if not pain, the
dog. And had I again to deal with an old offender,
who incorrigibly erept in after pointing, or obstinately
“rushed into dead,” I should feel much disposed to
employ a slightly spiked collar in the following manner,

303. That the mere carrying the collar wight not
annoy the dog, I would extract or flatten the nails fixed
on the fop of the collar; on the part, I mean, that wonld
lie on the animal's neck. This collar I would place on
his neck, in front of his common light collar. I would
then firmly fasten the checkeord, in the usual way, to
the spiked collar; but to prevent any annoyance from
dragging the checkeord, at about five or six inches from
the fastening just made I would‘attach it to the com-
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mon collar, with very slight twine—twine so slight that
although it would not give way to the usual drag of the
checkcord, however long, yet it would readily break on
my having to pull strongly against the wilful rush of an
obstinate dog, when, of course, the spikes would punish
him, as the strain would then be borne by the spiked
collar alone.

304. Guided By circumstances, I would afterwards
either remove the spiked collar, or, if I coneceived another
bout necessary, refasten the checkeord to the common
collar with some of the thin twine, leaving, as before,
five or six inches of the checkcord loose between the
two collars,

305. If you should ever consider yourself forced to
employ a spiked collar, do not thoughtlessly imagine
that the same collar will suit all dogs. The spikes for
a thin-coated pointer ought to be shorter than for a
coarse-haired setter! You ean easily construct one to
punish with any degree of severity you please. Take a
common leather collar; lay its inner surface flat on a
soft deal board : through the leather drive with a ham-
mer any number of tacks or flat-headed nails: then get
a cobbler to sew on another strap of leather at the back
of the nails, so as to retain them firmly in position.

306. I have supposed that your dog has scented the
birds before they rose, but if he spring them without
having previously noticed them (as in some rare cases
happens even to well-bred dogs) you must bring him
back to the spot at which you feel assured that he ought
to have been sensible of their presence, and fhere make
him “Toho.” Afterwards endeavour to make him aware
of the haunt by encouraging him to sniff at the ground
that the birds have just left. The next time watch very
carefully for the slightest indication of his feathering
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and then instantly call out “ Toho,” Aftera few times
he will, to a certainty, understand you.

307. You should kill outright the few first birds at
which yon fire. I would infinitely prefer that you
should miss altogether than that one of the two or three
first birds should be a runner. Afterwards you have
full leave to merely wing a bird ; but still I should wish
it not to be too nimble. This is a gvod trial of your
judgment as well as the dog’s. I hope he is to leeward
of the bird, and that it will not catch his eye. See he
touches on the haunt. Do not let him work with his
nose to the ground. “Up, up,” must be your encouraging
words (or * On, on,” according to circumstances), whilst
with your right hand (1v. of 141) you are alternately
urging and restraining him, so as to make him advance
at a suitable pace. From his previous education, not
being Hurried by any undue dread of the whip, he will
be enabled to give his undisturbed attention, and devote
all his faculties to follow unerringly the retreating bird.
But from inexperience he may wander from the haunt,
On perceiving this, bring him, by signals, back to the
spot where he was apparently last aware of the scent.
He will again hit it off. If you view the bird ever so
far ahead, on no account run, I hope you will at length
observe it lie down. Head it, if possible, and strike it
with your whip, if you think you will be unable to
seize 1t with your hand. Endeavour to prevent its
Huttering away; it is too soon to subject the youngster
to such a severe trial of his nerves and steadiness. Then
(having put the poor ereature out of its misery, by
piercing its skull, or rapping its head against your gun),
as before (266), show your dog the gratifying prize which
your combined exertions have gained.

308, Should he unluckily have ecaught sight of the
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running bird, and, in spite of all your calls, have rushed
forward and seized it, you ought to have proceeded as
described in 322, Clearly, however, you would not have
dragged the dog back to the place where he “ down-
charged,” but merely to the spot fromwhich he had made
his unlawful rush. If the bird had been very active, it
would have been far better to have fired at it a second
time (while it was running) than to have incurred the
risk of making your dog unsteady by a wild pursuit.
Suppose that it was not winged, but rose again on your
approaching it, and fluttered off,—a hard trial for the
young dog,—you must, however, have made him bear
it, and obey your loud command to “ drop,”—you would
(or should) have taken another shot, and have proceeded
in exactly the same manuer as if this had been your
first find (2635, 266).

309. As the wounded bird was to windward of the
dog, the course to follow was obvious—it was plain-
sailing ; but the case would have varied greatly if the
dog had been to windward. Had you pursued the usual
plan, ke must have roaded the bird by the “ foot ;" and’
the danger is, that in allowing him to do so you may
create in him the evil habit of hunting with his nose
close to the ground, which is above all things to be
deprecated. You have another mode—you can “lift "
the dog (I suppose you know the meaning of that hunt-
ting term), and make him take a large cireunit, and so
head the bird, and then proceed as if it had fallen to
windward.

310. The latter plan would avoid all risk of your
making him a potterer, and it is, I think, to be recomn-
mended if you find him naturally inclined to hunt low,
But the former method, as a lesson in “ footing,” must
be often resorted to, that he may learn unhesitatinely to
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distinguish tlie “heel " from the " toe," and how to push
an old cock-grouse, or to flush a pheasant running
through cover, or the red-legged, I was nearly saying
the everlasting-legged partridge ;* andindeed, generally,
how to draw upon his birds, and with confidence lead
you to a shot when they are upon the move and running
down-wind, (See end of 115; and for further direc-
tions, and for “seeking dead " with*two dogs, look at
544.) The heavy Spanish pointer from his plodding
perseverance and great olfactory powers, was an excel-
lent hand at retrieving a slightly injured bird on a
broiling, bad scenting day.

311. When I advised you (266) to let the dog “ have
plenty of time to make out the bird,” I spoke from per-
sonal experience, and from a vivid recollection of errors
committed in my novitiate. A young hand is too apt
to imagine that every bird which falls to his gun is
killed outright, and lying dead on the spot where it fell.
He will, therefore, often impatiently, and most inju-
diciously, call away the dog who, at a little distance,
may have hit off the trail of the winged bird, and be
“footing " it beautifully.

312. If in these lessons youshould fail in obtaining one
or two wounded birds, though it might not be a matter ot
any moment to yourself personally,it would be extremely
vexatious on the dog's account, because, in this early
stage of his education, it would tend to discourage him,
The feeling which you must anxiously foster in him is
this, that after the word “Find "  the search must never

* The epeed with which one of 4+ The force of the wierd “ Dead"
these extremely beautiful, but in  (preceding the command “ Find ")
every other respect far, far in- —that joyous, exciting note of
ferior partridges will run, when  triumph—ought never to be les.
only slightly wounded, is quite sened K by being emploved, as [
marvellous, bave heard it. to stipulate a dog
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be relinquished, even though he be constrained to hunt
from morning till night. And it is clear that to make
an abiding, valuable impression, this lesson must Le
inculeated on the several first occasions with unre-
mitting, untiring diligence.

313. Persevere, theretore, for an hour, rather than
give up a wounded bird. Join in the search yourself.
Even if you see where it lies, do not pick it up hastily.
On the contrary, leave it, but mark well the spot. Keep
on the move, Hold your gun as if in expectation of a
rise, Pretend to seek for the bird in every direction,
even for a good half-hour, if vou ean encourage your
dog to hunt so long. If, indeed, you see him flag, and
get wearied and dispirited, gradually bring him close,
but to izeward of the spot where the bird lies, in order
to make him “ point dead,” and be rewarded for all his
diligenee by finding it himself. Iset him, also, have a
good sniff at it and nose it (but let there be no biting
or mouthing) before you put it into the bag. Other-
wise, what return has he for the pains he has taken ?

314. It is no conclusive argument against the practiee
of allowing him to “nose” that many first-rate dogs
have never been =o indulged. It is certain that they
would not have been worse if they bhad; and many a
dog that would otherwise have been extremely slack
has been incited to hunt with eagerness from having
been so rewarded. There are dogs who, from having
been constantly denied all “touseléng,” will not even
give themselves the trouble of searching for any kird
which they have seen knocked over, much less think
of pointing it. They seem satisfied with this ocular

to hunt when pno bird is down ; influence at the moment when it
or, like the lhegherdrhu}’a cry of should most animate to unreinit-
“Wolf | wolf | " it will have hittle  ting exertions.
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evidence of its death; for, odd to say, these very dogs
will often zealously obey the order to hunt for any bird
whose fall they have not noticed; but in winding it
they will indulge In no more than a passing sniff,—
which sniff, unless you are watchful, you may not ob-
serve, and so lose your bird. Never fail, therefore, to
let your pupil rufile the feathers® a little, while you
bestow on him a caress or a kind word of approbation,
You then incite to perseverance, by, even with dogs, a
very abiding motive,—* self-interest ;" but mind the
important rule, that this “nosing” be only when the
bird is in your possession, not before it is in your pos-
session. If you wish to establish for ever a confirmed
perseverance in “seeking dead,” you must sacrifice hours
(I say it seriously) rather than give up any of the first
wounded birds. Be persuaded that every half-hour
spent in an unremitting search for one bird, if ultimately
successful, will more benefit the young dog than your
killing a dozen to him, should you bag them the moment
you are reloaded. Of course you would not, when you
are giving such a lesson in perseverance, fire at another
bird, even if it sprang at your feet,—for your doing sn,
whether you missed or killed, would unsettle the young
dog, and make him relinquish his search, Be stimulated
to present exertion by the conviction that if he be not
now well instrueted, you must expeet him to lose, season
after season, nearly every bird only slightly disabled by
a merely tipped wing.

* ‘After a touseling you may
Yiave observed the dog rubbing
his nose in the gruss, He did
right. [ bave lately bud reason
to think that when from the ab-
sence of gprass a dog could not
effectually wipe his nose, the fine
dowy adbering to it bas for some

time interfered with the delicacy
and discrimination of his olfactory
organs. He got too near his
birda before acknowledging them.
Would you be shocked if I asked
you to assist him occasionally in
freeing b1y nostrils from the of-
fending feathers |
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4156, I casually asked Mr. H——h what kind of sport he had
had in Aberdeenshire with Sir W——m F——n. He replied,
“The pleasantest imaginable. One day we killed forty-six ;
and bagged every feather. Indeed, F n never loses a bird.
I have actually known him, when his dogs were young, spend a
full half-hour in hunting for a dead bird ; nothing would induce
him to give up. The consequence is, that now he never loses
one by any chance. He broke in the dogs entirely himself |
he would seldom allow his kecper to say a word to them., He
was always very patient ; and he is well rewarded for his trouble.”
Why not take the sgme trouble and obtain a like reward ! This
was true sport ! What battue-shooting could compare with it |

316. I hope you will not say, as would most of our
neighbours® on the other side of the Channel, “ But if,
instead of waiting to load, I had gone after the winged
bird just as it fell, when first I saw it start off running,
the evil you have now spoken of (312) could not have
occurred, for there would have but been little risk of
losing it.,” Probably not, but you would have almost
ruined your dog; and to secure this onme bird, in all
likelihood you would subsequently lose a hundred.t
How could you with justice blame him if, when next
you killed, he rushed headlong after the bird (instead
of dropping patiently to the “down-charge”), and so
gprung a dozen birds while you were unloaded ?

317. Perhaps you will say, “ You tell me to fire at a
running bird, but when a winged cock-pheasant or red-
legged partridge is racing off out of shot, how am I to
get it, if I proceed in the slow, methodical manner you
advise? May it not lead me an unsuccessful dance for

* In favour of such unsports- pening that a partridge gets up
manlike haste they ipgemiously the momept the guns have left
argue that a continued noise after  the spot, though no previous noise
fiing makes birds lie, from at- had induced it to stir.
tracting their attention. They 1+ Had you lost the bird from
gay that a sudden change to quiet  there being but little scent, it is
(and a great change it must be, probable you might have found it
for a chassewr is alwaye talking) by renewing your search on your
slarms the birds. As an evidence  return homewards in the evening.
of this, they adduce the well-  If a runner, it would most likely
knowu fact of its frequeltly hap-  bave rejoined the covey.
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an hour, if I do not allow the dog to start ahead and
seize?” It may (but I hope months will pass before you
witness such agility); and this shows that those who do
not employ a retriever, and yet are sticklers for a setter’s
(or pointer's) never being permitted to touch a feather,
must on such occasions get into a dilemma ; and, unless
they are willing to lose the bird, must plead guilty to the
inconsistency of being pleased—howeverloudly they mayv
roar out “Toho,” “Ware dead "—when they see their dog,
in defiance of all such calls, disable it by a sudden grip.
This plan, though frequently followed, cannot be correct,.
They blame the dog for doing what they really wish,
and if he be too tender-mouthed to injure the bird, he
keeps them at top speed, while he is alternately picking
up the unfortunate creature, acting on his natural im-
pulses, and letting it fall on being rated. I therefore
repeat that, even if you do not wish your dog constantly
to retrieve (536), you would still act judiciously in
teaching him as a puppy to fetch (96), for then he will
give chase to the winged bird, and bring it to you on
getting the order,instead of permitting it to escape for a
fresh burst, or carrying it off, as I have seen done. You
thus maintain discipline. The dog will do what you
wish,in obedience to orders,—not inoppositionto orders,
The sticklers for dogs never being allowed to nose a
feather, ought, unless theyare willing to give up slightly
winged birds, not to shrink from the difficult task of
teaching their pupils to stop and retain with their
paws (319).

318. The pertinacity with which some dogs will “‘seek dead” is
really surprising. A relative of mine had an English pointer which
was go devoted to hunting for ** knocked-down ” birds that she was
almost unequalled in “ inding,” though in other respects pos-

sessed of very ordinary qualifications, If she failed in soon wind-
ing the lost bird, she would of her own accdrd make a large circuit;
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and if still unsuccessful, she would indefatigably traverse the field
from leeward until some slight taint in the atmosphere intimated
to her in what direction to continue the search. When he after-
wards hunted her in Ireland, though he could not get her to point
snipe, yet if he killed one, she would exert herself to the utmost to
retrieve it. Her keenness probably in part arose from her having,
as a young one, always been indulged with a good *‘touseling " of
the game before it was picked up. She never wished to grip.

. 319. A gentleman who was my neighbour a few seasons ago,
has a very old setter, which was also capital at “finding.” * Don"
used to lay his pgw upon the wounded bird, which, I fancy,
afforded him Eung gratitication that he would zealously devote
every faculty he possessed to secure the prize. You could not
teach every dog this method of detaining a bird. If yours is
one of & very docile disposition, you may effect it by always
placing the dead or wounded bird for a minute or two under his
paw before you deposit it in the bag,

320, An officer of the Navy, Mr. W——Db, of Southsea, once
possessed a true Blenheim—naturally a tender breed—that, from
having been injudiciously thrown into the water when young
(see 104), had taken such a dislike to the element that, although
she was extremely attached to her master, and always anxious
to be with him, especially when he shouldered his gun, yet the
moment she saw him appear with a towel in hand (feeling assured
he p ed bathing), she would bolt off, and allow nothing to
persuade her to accompany him. Now,grefit as was her abliorrence
of a cold bath, yet her gratification in retrieving so far out-
weighed every other feeling, that for the moment it overcame
her aversion to a plunge, and whenever Mr, W——Db shot a duck
she would dash in to bring it on shore. She would carefully
deposit it at the edge of the bank, but not carry it a step further.
“ Rose” had secured it, and that was the extent of her wishes,

321. We have only spoken of instances 266, 307, 309,
in which all has gone on smoothly, the dog most obe-
diently dropping to shot and permitting you to take up
the bird, notwithstanding the poor creature's death-
struggles. Suppose, however, and this may probably
happen, that he does not restrain hifiself at the “down-
charge,” but, in spite of all your calls and signals, rushes
forward, yet yields to your menaces and halts in mid-
career. [t is well—your course is clear; you have to
lug him back, and threaten, and lecture him. But should
he not check himself until he snitfs the game, his stop
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then becomes a “ point;” and if he is of a timid dispo-
sition, or has ever evinced any disposition to blink, you
dare not force him to retrace his steps, lest he should
mistake your motives, and fancy himself encouraged to
abandon his point. If you merely make him “ down-
charge,” you violate the axiom named in 359. In short,
you are in a difficulty. It is a nice case, in which your
own judgment of the dog's character can alone decide
you,

322. But if from inadequate initiatory instruction—
for I will maintain that such marked rebellion can arise
from no other cause—in the excitement of the moment
he actually rushes in and seizes the bird, he must be
punished, I am sorry to say it; but however much we
may deplore it, he must ; for he has been guilty of great
disobedience, and he well knows that he has been dis-
obedient. But the temptation was strong, perhaps too
strong for canine nature—that is to say, forcanine nature
not early taught obedience. The wounded bird was
fluttering within sight and hearing;—it was, too,the first
he had ever seen,—and this is almost his first glaring
act of disobedience : be merciful, though firm. Make
him “drop.” Get up tohim at once. Probably he will
relinquish his grip of the bird ; if not, make him give
it up to you, but do not pull it from him: that would
only increase the temptation to tear it. Lay it on the
ground. Then drag him back to the spot from which
he rushed; there make him lie down, Rate him, Call
out “Toho"* Crack the whip over him—and, I am
pained to add, make use of it—but moderately, not
severely. Three or four cuts will be enough, provided

* “Toho," rather than “Drop,”  fied that he would have * down-
—your object now being to make charged™ had the bird been
him stand at, and prevent his  missed.
mouthing, game; for you are satis-
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he has not torm the bird: if hie has, his chastisement
must be greater. Let him now have one nibble without
punishment, and soon a whole carcase will not suffice
for his morning’s meal. Do not strike him across the
body, but lengthwise.

323. An ill-tempered dog might attempt to bite you.
Prevent the possibility of his succeeding by grasping
and twisting hisscollar with your left hand, still keeping
bim at the “down." Consider coolly whether you are
flagellating a thick-coated dog, or one with a skin not
much coarser than your own. Pause between each cut ;
and that he may comprehend why he is punished, call
out several times, but not loudly, “ Toho—bad—toho,”
and crack your whip. Let your last strokes be milder
and milder, until they fall in the gentlest manner—a
manner more calculated to awaken reflection than give
pain. When the chastisement is over, stand close in
front of him, the better to awe him, and prevent his
thinking of bolting. Put the whip quietly into your
pocket, but still remain where you are, occasionally
rating him and scolding him while you are loading;
gradually, however, becoming milder in manner, that he
may be sensible that, though your dissatisfaction at his
conduet continues, his punishment is over (342 to 347).
Indeed, if you have any fear of his becoming too timid,
you may at length fondle him a little, provided that,
while you so re-encourage him, you continue to say
“Toho—toho,” most impressively—then. giving him the
wind, go up to together to the bird, end make him “ point
dead " eclose to it. Take it up, and let him fumblesthe
feathers before you loop it on the bag,

324. Never let a dog whom you have been forced to
chastise bolt or creep away until you order him. If he
is ever allowed to wnove off at his wish, he will improve
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upun the idea, and on the next occasion will far too soon
anticipate yours. And do not send him off until he has
given some evidence of having forgiven you, and of his
desire to be reconciled, by crawling towards you, for
instance, or wageing his tail. On no oceasion—under
circumstances of ever such great provocation—be so
weak or irritable (but I hope you do not need the
warning) as to give him a kick or a Blow when he is
soing off.  He ought to have stood with reassured con-
fidence alongside of you, for perhaps a minute or so,
before you sanctioned his departure; and the severer
his punighment the longer should have been the deten-
tion. Youare always to part tolerable friends, while he
feels perfectly convinced that his chastisement is over.
If you do not, you may find it rather difficult to catch
him when he commits another fault. It will be owing
to your own injudiciousness if Le ever become afraid of
approaching you after making a blunder. Should he be
so, sit down. He will gradually draw near you; then
quietly put your hand on his collar. |

325. If a man cannot readily get hold of any dog
snder his tuition whom he desires to rate or punish,
you may be certain that he fails either in temper or
judgment ; perhaps in both. He may be an excellent
man, but he cannot be a good dog-breaker. There are
men who get quite enraged at a dog's not coming in-
stantly to “heel” on being called. When at length the
poor brute does come within reach, he gets a blow, per-
haps a licking—a blow or licking, he has the sense to
see; he should have longer avoided had he stayed longer
away. Thus the punishment increases instead of reme-
dying the evil.

326. Never correct or even rate a dog, in the mere
belief that he isin error; be first convinced of his guilt,
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Jf you have good reason to suspect that, unseen by you,
he has wilfully sprung birds, stili rather give him an
earnest caution than any severer rebuke. It isnot easy
to repair the mischief occasioned by unjust punishment.
When from his sheepish look, or any other cause, you
imagine that he has raised game, either through heedless-
ness or from their being unusually wild, be sure to give
him a short lectyre, and accompany him to the haunt.
A lingering bird may occasionally reward you. If his
manner has led you to form an incorrect opinion, your
warning can have no other effect than to increase his
caution (rarely an undesirable result); and if you are
right, the admonition is obviously most judicious.

327. Let me caution you against the too comimon
error of punishing a dog by pulling his ears. It has
often occasioned bad canker. Some menare of opinion
that it is frequently the cause of premature deafness.
When you rate him, you may lay hold of an ear and
shake it, but not with violenece,

328. 1 would strongly recommend you always to
make your young dog “drop " for half a minute or so,
when he sees a hare; or when he hears a bird rise®
To effect this, stand still yourself. After a few seconds
you can either hie him on, or, which is yet better, get
ciose to him, if you expect other birds to spring. You
will thus, especially in potatoes or turnips, often obtain
shots at birds which would have made off had he con-
tinued to hunt, and early in the season be frequently
enabled to bag the tail-bird of a covey. This plan will
also tend to make him cautious, and prevent his getting
ahabitof blundering up birds, and cunningly pretending
not to have noticed theirescape, It will also make him

® Of course, with the proviso that he ia not pointing at another
bird (274).
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less inclined to chase hares and rabbits, or rush at a
falling bird.

329. On approaching a piece of turnips, you may
have heard, “ Let us couple up all the dogs excepting
Old Don ; " the veteran’s experience having shown him
that the only effect of his thundering through them
would be to scare every bird and make it rise out of
shot. You, on the contrary, when your pupil is well
confirmed in his range, and has some knowledge of his
distance from game, ought to wish the other dogs kept
to “heel” (especially when the seed has been broad-
cast), that by the word “ Care ” and the hand slightly
raised you may instil into him the necessary caution,
and so, h_',r Judicious tuition, give him the benefit of your
own experience. Most probably you would be obliged to
employ the checkeord,® which I presume to be always
at hand ready for occasional use. Or you might strap
your shot-belt round his throat, for it is essential that
he traverse such ground slowly, and greatly contract
his range (see 197). The several cross scents he will
cncounter should afford bim a valuable lesson in de-
tecting the most recent, and in diseriminating between
the “heel and toe” of a run. Be patient—give him
time to work and consider what he is about. It is
probable that he will frequently overrun the birds
on their doubling back, and imagine that they are
gone, Should he do so, bring him again on the spot
where he appeared to lose the scent. He now rushes
up the adjacent (rill. *“Slower, slower,” signals your
right arm; “ go no faster than I can walk comfortably.”
On the other hand, the birds may lie like stones. Not
until you have remained nearly a minute alongside of

* Lest the cord should cut the employ the elastic band spoken of
turpip-tops, it might be better to  in 60.
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him let him uwrge them to rise; and make him effect
this, not by a sudden dash, but by steadily pressing on
the scent. Bear in mind, as before warned (193), that
the confidence with which he can here creep on to a
near find may lead, if he is now mismanaged, to his
springing on future oceasions, from want of care, many
a bird at which he ought to get you a shot.

330. If you ecan contrive 1it, let your pupil have some
little experience in the field before you give him a real
lesson in “ Gone” (or “Flown™). Instead of being per-
plered, he will then comprehend you. Should you,
therefore, during the first few days of hunting him,
see birds make off, in lieu of taking him to the haunt
(as many breakers erronecusly do), carefully keep him
from the spot. You cannot let him run riot over the
reeking scent without expecting him to do the same
when next he finds; and if, in compliance with your
orders, he points, you are making a fool of him—there
is nothing before him ; and if he does not fancy you as
bewildered as himself, he will imagine that the exhila-
rating effluvia he rejoices in is the sum total you both
seek. This advice, at first sight, may appear to con-
tradict that given in 132 and 306; but look again,
and you will find that those paragraphs referred to
peculiar cases. Should your young dog be loitering
and sniffing at a haunt which he has seen birds quit,

be cannot well mistake the meaning of your calling
out, “ Gone, gone,”
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331. PROBABLY you may be in a part of the country
where you may wish to kill hares to your dog's point.
I will, therefore, speak about them, though 1 confess I
cannot do it with much enthusiasm. Ah, my English
friend, what far happier autumns we should spend
could we but pass them in the Highlands! Then we
should think little about those villanous hares (338).

We should direct the whole undivided faculties of our
dogs, to work out the haunt of the noble grouse.® As

* A superior dog on grouse more  than a superior partridge-dog be-
sanily becomes good on partridge comer @ood on grousa Grouse
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for rabbits, I beg we may have no further acquaintance
if you ever, even in imagination, shoot them to your
young dog. Should you be betrayed into so vile a
practice, you must resign all hope of establishing in
him a confirmed systematic range. He will degene-
rate into a low potterer,—a regular hedge-hunter. In
turnips he will always be thinking more of rabbits than
birds, It will® be soon enough to shoot the little
wretches to him when he is a venerable grandfather.
The youngster's noticing them (which he would be
sure to do if you had ever killed ome to him) might

run 8o much, both when they are
pairing, and after the first Hizht
of the young pack, that a dog
broken on them has necessarily
great practice in “roadiog " (" road-
ing,"” tod., with the nose carried
high to aveid strong heather—a
valuable instructor), whereaz the
dog broken on partridge often be-
comes impatient, and breaks away
when he first finds prouse. The
former dog, moreover, will learn
not to “brenk fence,” and the
neccssity of moderating his pace
whenhbunting stubbles and turnips,
sooner than the latter will acquire
the extensive fast beat so desirable
on heather, where he can work for
bours uninterrupted by hedge,
ditch, or furrow ; making casts to
the right and left a quarter of a
mile in length. First impressions
are as strong in puppyhood as in
childhood ; therefore the advan-
tage of haviog such ground to
commence on must be obvious
There are, however, favoured spots
in Perthshire, &c., where game go
abounds that close rangers are as
pecessary as when hunting in
Epgland. Alx  even the grouse-
dog will take far too quickly to
hedge-hunting and pottering when
bk gy o g v
t he is o
“ chasing hare "' —a task his trainer

must have found difficult (though
none are ever shot to him) from
the few that, comparatively speak-
ing, hiz pupil could have seen.
Independently, however, of want
of pace and practice in roading, it
never would be fair to take a dog
direct from the Lowlands to con-
tend on the Highlands with one
babituflted to the latter,—and, vice
rezed, for the stranger would always
be placed to great disadvantage.
A faint scent of game which the
other would instantly recognise
he would not acknowledge from
being wholly unaccustomed to it
Sometimes, however, a grouse dog
uf a ticklish temper will not bear
being constantly called to on
" breaking fence." A fine, free
ranging pointer, belonging to one
of %hag Erqthera H ugl;f, when
brought tn an enclosed county,
Lbecame quite subdued and dis-
pirited. He could not stand the
rating he received for bounding
over the hedpes, and he evidently
derived no enjoyment from the
'sugm-rt., though there were plenty
of birds. On returning to the
Highlands, he quite recovered hia
animation and perseverance, He
ndded apother to the many evi-
dences that dogs are most attached
to, and at home on, the kind of
country they first hunten
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frequently lead to your misinstructing him, by earnestly
enforeing “ Care " at a moment when you ought to rate
him loudly with the command “Ware" (or “No").
But to our immediate subject.

332. Defer as long as possible the evil day of shooting
a hare over him, that he may not wet too fond (69) of
such vermin—I beg pardon, I mean game; and when
you do kill one, 8o manage that he may not see it put
into the har.  On no aceount let him mouth it. You
want him to love the pursuit of feather more than of
tur, that he may never be taken oft the faintest scent of
birds by coming across the taint of a hare. I therefore
entreat you, during his first season, if you will shoot
hares, to fire only at those which you are likely to kill
outright; for the taint of a wounded hare is so strong
that it would probably diminish his zeal, and the sensi-
tiveness of his nose, in searching for a winged bird.

333. The temptation is always great to quit for a
strong scent of hare (which any coarse-nosed dog can
follow) a feeble one of binds; therefore it is a very
satisfactory test of good breaking to see a dog, when he
is drawing upon birds, in no way interrupted by a hare
having just crossed before him. If you aim at such
excellence, and it is frequently attained in the High-
lands, it is certain you must not shoot hares over your
youngster,

334. I hope that he will not see a harg before you
have shot a few birds over him. =The first that springs
up,near him will test the perfection to which he has
attained in his initiatory lessons. Lose not a moment.
It is most essential to restrain instantaneously the
naturally strong impulse of the dog to run after four-
footed game. Halloo out “Drop” to the extent of your
voice, raise your hand, crack your whip, do all you
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can to prevent his pursuing. Of course you will not
move an inch. Should he commence running, thunder
out “No,” “no,” 1If, in spite of evervthing, he holts
after the hare, you have nothing for it but patience.

THE FLREST COURZE.

It is of no use to give yourself a tit of asthma by
following him. You have only half as many legs as
he has, a deficiency you would do well to keep secret
from him as long as possible,  'Wait quictly where you
are—for an hour if necessary. You have one conso-
lation—puss, according to her usual custom, has run
down-wind, your dog has lost sight of her, and is, I
see, with his nose to the ground, giving himself an
admirable lesson in roading out a haunt. After a time
he will come back looking rather ashamed of himself,
conscious that he did wrong in disobeying, and vexed
with himself from, having mnore than a suspicion forced
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upon him that he cannot run so fast as the hare,
When he has nearly reached you, make him “drop.”
Scold him severely, saying, “ Ware chase " (a command
that applies to the chase of birds as well as of hares).
Pull him to the place where he was when first he got
a view of the hare, make him lie down, rate him well,
call out “No,” or “ Hare,” or “ Ware chase,” or any
word you choose, provided you uniforinly employ the
same. Smack the whip and punish him with it, but
not so severely as you did when we assumed that he
tore the bird (end of 322). You then flogged him for
two offences : first, because he rushed in and seized the
bird ; secondly, because he tore it and tasted blood.
If you had not then punished him severely, you could
never have expected him to be tender-mouthed. On
the next occasion he might have swallowed the bird,
feathers and all.

335. Should he persist in running after hares, you
must employ the checkcord. If you see the hare at
which he is pointing in its form, drive a peg firmly
into the ground, and attach the cord to it, giving him a
fow slack yards, so that after starting off he may bd"
arrested with a tremendous jerk. Fasten the line to
the part of the spike close to the ground, or he may
pull it out.

336. I have known a dog to be arrested in a headlong
chase by a shot fired at him—an act which you will
think yet more reprehensible than the previous mis-
management for which his owner apparently knew no
pther remedy than this hazardous severity.

337. When you are teaching your dog to refrain from
chasing hares, take him, if you can, where they are
plentiful, If they are scarce, and you are in the neigh-
bourhood of a rabbit-warren, visit it occasionally of an
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evening. He will there get so accustomed to see the
little animals running about unpursued by either of
you, that his natural anxiety to chase fur, whether it
grow on the back of hare or rabbit, will be gradually
diminished.

338. In Scotland there are tracts of heather where
one may hunt for weeks together and not find a hare :
indeed, it is coemonly observed that hares are always
scarce on those hills where grouse most abound. In
other parts they are extremely numerous. Some sports-
men in the Highlands avail themselves of this con-
trasted ground, in order to break a young dog from
“chasing.” They hunt him, as long as he continues
fresh, where there are no hares ; and when he becomes
tired, they take him to the Lowlands, where they are
plentiful. By then killing a good many over him, and
severely punishing him whenever he attempts to follow,
a cure is often effected in two or three days. In the
yet higher ranges, the mountain-hares,* from possessing
a peculiarly strong scent, and not running to a distance,
are a severe trial to the steadiest dog.

In the autumn they are nearly blue ; in the winter white; and in
soanecountiesare now found in marvellous quantities. The preater
pains taken of late years to destroy all kinds of vermin has much
tended to their increase. A few seasons apo a party at Lord
M——d’s, in Perthshire, killed seven hundred in one day. The
plan adopted was for a large body of men and boys to surround
a hill at 1ts base, and beating slantingly upwards, to drive all the
hares before them. The sportsmen, who formed part of the ascend-

S

* The ears of young bares tear
readily ; and there is a gristly
substance, larger than balf a pea,
at the end ot the shank-bone of
the fore-leg, just above the joint,
which departs with youth. Their
emooth, close, sharp claws dis-
appear afterwards ; and when guite
uld, their jaw-bones become go
strong as uet to yield dnd crack

to the strongest pressure of your
fingers.

When you observe that, the
carving - knife performs the part
of curling-tongs prefer a hLelp
from the birds at the top of the
table.

Ditto, ditto, in all partizulars,
with regard to rabbita.



208 RETRIEVING WOUNDED HARE. [ca. o

ing cordon, ohtained many shots ; but the principal slaughter was
resorved for the guns previously posted on the topm There is, how-
ever, little sport or fun in such stationary, wholesale butchery.
heyond the oxcitement of competition, and not being able to load
fast emough. The doomed animals, being solely attentive to the
movements of their assailants below, come trooping upwards, and
are mostly knocked over whilst sitting on their haunches, listen-
ing to the unusual sounds made by the approaching beaters.

339. Killing a sitting hare to your dog’s point will
wonderfully steady him from chasing ¢ but do not fire
until he has remained stanch for a considerable time.
This will show him that puss is far more likely to be
bagged by your firing than by his pursuing.

340, For the same object,—I mean to make your
young dog stanch,—I would recommend your killing a
few birds on the ground to his point, were it not that
you rarely have the opportunity.

341. When you have made your dog perfectly steady
from chasing, you may (supposing you have no re-
triever at hand) natwrally enough inquire how you are to
teach him to follow any hare you may be so unlucky
as merely to wound. I acknowledge that the task is
difficult. I would say,at once resolve to give up every
wounded hare during his first season.* The following
year, provided you tind that he remains quite steady, on
your wounding an unfortunate wretech, encourage your
dog to pursue it by running yourself after it. When he
gets hold of it, check him if he mauls it, and take it
from him as quickly as possible. As I cannot suppose
that you are anxious to slaugliter every hare you see,
let the next two ox three go off without a shot. This
forbearance will re-steady him, and after a while his
own sagacity and nose (545) will show him that the

* This appears extremely cruel;  would wot make this sacrifice, at
remembor, however, that I en- least ™ f.:ulf to fire at those which
trented you to abstain entirely you were likely to kill outright™
from shooting hares ; but if you (333
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established usage was departed from solely because
puss was severely struck.

342. As you wish to flog your dog as little as possible,
never go out without your whip, paradoxical as this
may appear. The dog's salutary awe of the implement
which he sees in your possession, like a horse’s con-
sciousness of your heel being armed with a spur, will
tend to keep himin order. If the dog isa keen ranger,
you may much spare the whip by making him erouch
at your feet for several minutes after he has committed
a fault. The detention will be felt by him, when he is
all anxiety to be off hunting, as a severe punishment.
If he is a mettlesome, high-couraged animal, he will
regard as a yet severer punishment his being compelled
to follow at your heels for half an hour, while the other
dogs are allowed the enjoyment of hunting.

343, Captain W——1I (son of the celebrated shot) was iu the
stubbles in "60 with some friends who we.e anxious to see how
their own dogs hunted. He, therefore, had his favourite pointer
taken up and led by an attendant. This first-rate animal, who 1s
passionately devoted to the sport, struggled so violently to get free
that he actually foamed at the mouth, After a time he was un-
coupled ; when, instead of hunting as usual, he raced over thefield,
quartering his ground most systematically, and designedly spring-
ingallthe birds. Quite nselesswas everyhalloo and threat, whether
of voice or whip ;—stop he would not, as long as there was a feather
in the field. Satisfied then with the mischief he had done, he sat
down by the hedge, quietly awaiting any punishment thatmight be
uwardag him., Hglﬂ master, however, feeling persuaded that thedog
had only acted from the impulse of momentary passion, and with
the intention of avenging the unusual indignity to which he had
been subjected, merely reproached him for his misconduct, and
allowed him to hunt the next field, which he did as steadily as
ever. This was somewhat similar to “Captain's” behaviour (492),

344, Excess of punishment has made many a dog
of good promise a contirmed blinker ; and of far more
has it quenched that keen ardour for the sport without
which no dog can be first-rate. For this reason, if
not from more humane motives, make it a rule to
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give but few cuts; let them, however, be tolerably
severe. Your pupil's recollection of them, when he
hears the crack of the whip, will prevent the necessity
of their frequent repetition.

346. I knew of a young fellow’s purchasing a pointer of an ex-
cellent breed from a gamekeeper for a few shillings merely, as the
animal had become so timid from over-chastisement, thal she not
only blinked her game, but seldom quitted the man’s heels.

The lad had the good sense to treat the bitch, at all
times, with the greatest kindness; and in order to in-
duce her to hunt, he used to break off the feet*® of every
bird he killed, and give them to her to eat along with
the sinews. The plan succeeded so well that she even-
tually became an unusually keen and fast vanger, This
would be a hazardous step to take with a dog wanted
to retrieve. There are few, if any, dogs who may not
be tempted by hunger to eat game, A gentleman told
me that, to his great astonishment, he one day saw an
old tender-mouthed retriever, that he had possessed for
years, deliberately swallow a partridge. Before he could
get up to the dog even the tail-feathers had disappeared.
On inquiry, it turned out that, through some neglect,
the animal had not been fed.

346. Some argue that blinking arises from a defective
nose, not from punishment; but surely it is the in-
judicious chastisement following the blunders caused by

front of and about the middle of
its legs, crack the bouwe across
that part with a blow of the knife,
then stick the sinews of the foot
on & hook fixed high ogninst the

* Thus greatly improving it for
table. The cook who first thought
of breaking the legs of* birds, and
dragging out the sinews, ought to
be immortalized, The first person

I paw practising the feat was an
admirable black mau-cook in the
West Indies: he was preparing
turkeys for a large aurlrpar; and,
to my grent surprise, | saw him
take up each bird, cut the skin in

wall, geize firm hold of the thigh
of the turkey, give a sudden power-
ful pull, and leave the lower part
of the leg, with n large body of
sinews, perfectly stripped of all
flesh, suspended on the hook.
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a bad nose that makes a dog, through fear, go to “heel”
when he winds birds. A bad nose may lead to a dog’s

unning up birds from not noticing them, but it cannot
naturally induee him to run away from them. Possibly
he may be worthless from a deficieney in his olfactory
powers; but it is hard to conceive how these powers
can be improved by a dread of doing mischief when he
finds himself near game. Some dogs that have been
unduly chastised do not even betray themselves by
running to “heel,” but cunningly slink away from their
birds without giving you the slightestintimation of their
vicinity. I have seen such instances. When a young
dog, who has betrayed symptoms of blinking, draws
upon birds, kead him, if you can, before you give him
the order to “toho;” he will then have such a large
cirenit to make, that he will feel the less tempted to
run to your heels,

347. Obedience and intelligence are, as I have
already remarked, best secured by judicious ratings
and encouragements: scoldings for bad conduct; praise,
carvesses, and rewards for good. Never forget, there-
fore, to have some delieacy in your pocket to give the
youngster whenever he may deserve it. All dogs, how-
ever, even the most fearful, ought to be made able to
bear a little punishment. If, unfortunately, your dog
is constitutionally timid (I cannot help saying wn-
fortunately, though so many of the sort have fine noses),
the whip must be employed with the greatest gentle-
ness, the lash being rather laid on the back than used,
until such forbearance, and mauny caresses bofore his
tismissal, have gradually banished the animal’s alarm,
and ultimately enabled you to give him a very slight
beating, on his miscondueting himself, without any
danger of making him blink. By such means, odd as
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1t may sound, you create courage, and with it give him
self-confidence and range.

348. A judiciously educated dog will know as well as
you do whether or not he has earned a chastisement,
and many a one is of so noble a nature that he will not
wish to avoid it if he is conscious that he deserves it.
He will become as anxious for good sport as you are,
and feel that he ought to be punished, if from his own
misconduct he mars it. Indeed, he will not have much
opinion of your sagacity if you do not then give him
a sound rating, or let him have a taste of the lash,
though it matters not how slight. Clearly this feeling,
which it will be right to foster, must have arisen from
his belief that you are always conscious of his actions
(383); therefore never check him for coming towards
you on his committing any unseen error. Moreover,
when he has been but a little shot to, you will find that
if you abstain from firing at a bird which through his
fault he has improperly flushed, although in its flight
it affords you an excellent shot, you will greatly vex
him ; and this will tend to make him more careful for
the future.

449, Mr. C s R n (286) had a pointer who would at once
give up hunting if he was not properly chastised on committing
a fault ;—but what is far more extraovdinary, and strongly shows
the varied and oceasionally odd dispositions of dogs, he would
never huntkeenly until from birds rising wildly (or fromsomeother
cause)an excuse arose for giving him aflogging, After receiving the
punishment, he would start off in the greatest spirits, and range
withuncommonardourand perseverance. Anexcusewas, however,
quite indispensable ; for,if froma good- humoureddesire to gmtnhr
his apparent longings he was favoured beforehand with & thrash-
irer, he would consider himself imposed on, and forthwith run home,

350. When, after a few weeks, you perceive that the
youngster has confidence in himself, and is likely to
hunt independently, not deferentially following the foot-
steps of an older companion, take out a well-broken
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dog with him, that you may have the opportunity of
teaching him to “ back.” Be careful to choose one not
given to make false points; for if he commit such mis-
takes, your pupil will soon utterly disregard his pointing.
Select also one who draws upon his birds in a fine,
determined attitude ; not one to whose manner even
you must be habituated to feel certain he is on game.
Be watchful to pravent your dog ever hunting in the
wake of the other, which, in the humility of canine
youth, he probably will, unless you are on the alert
to wave him in a different direction, the moment you
observe him inclined to seek the company of his more
experienced associate. By selecting a slow old dog,
you will probably diminish the wish of the young one
to follow him; for it is likely that the youngster's
eagerness will make him push on faster, and so take
the lead.

351. The example for a few days (It only for a few
days) of a good stanch dog who is not a hedge-hunter,
—has no bad habits, and does not require being called
to,—will be advantageous to your inexperienced animal;
as an instance,—

362. On one occasion, when [ was abroad, I lent a favourite dog
to a young friend who had requested the services of the animal for
his kennel, not the field. I much objected to any person's shootin
over the dog except myself, particularly as it was only his secon
season. Therefore, very knowingly, as I thought, I sent him on a
Saturday evening, having obtained a promise that he should be
r~e=1:‘.|.mte;t¥r to me early on Monday morning—and so he was; the lad,
however, had done me ; for he confessed, many months afterwards,
that he could not resist the temptation of taking cut my pointer
snipe-shooting on the intermediate Sunday Rlong with hs little
liver-coloured bitch ;—and withaglowing countenance he observed
that he never had been g0 enchanted, for his young lady seeing
her fond conipanion drop instantly the gun was fired, and remain
immovable until *hied on,” sedulously imitated him throughout
the day. It was the making of her; but as it was the first time
in her young life she had ever behaved steadily, there was a
great risk of my pointegs being much injured; for, alas! like
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poor mortals, dogs are more prone to fuollow a bad example* than
a good one. 'We are, however, wandering.

353. On the old dog’s pointing, catch the eye of the
young one. If you cannot readily do so, and are not
afraid of too much alarming the birds, call to the old
fellow by name, and desire him to “toho.” The order
will make the young one look round, and awaken him
to a suspicion of what is going forward. Hold up your
right arm,—stand still fora minute,—and then, carrying
your gun as if you were prepared momentarily to fire,
retreat, or move sideways in crab-like fashion towards
the old dog, continuing your signal to the other to
remain steady, and turning your face to him, so that
he may be restrained by the feeling that your eye is
constantly fixed upon him. He will soon remark the
attitude of the old dog, and almost intuitively guessits
meaning. Should the old one draw upon his game, still
theother dog must remain stationary. If he advance but
an inch, rate him. Should he rush up (which is hardly
to be expected), at him at once ;—having made him
drop, catch hold of him, and drag him to the place at
which he should have backed —there (if you judge such
strong measures necessary) peg him down until after
you have had your shot and are reloaded. Ifby head-
ing the birds you can drive them towards the young

* A singular evidence of the in-
Auence of example was furnished
by a favourite charger belonging
to the father of the present Lord
G——d. As a reward for gallant
gervice, she had begn turned out
for life, when only seven years
old, on the baunks of the Shannon.
She had a shed to run into, and
plenty of hay in winter. It pleased
her, in all seasons, daily to have
a awim in the river. Year after
year colts were turned out on the
same grass,  All these, following

the example set them by the mare,
voluntarily took to the water, and
gradually became expert swim-
mers.  Until within a short time
of her death, and she attained the
unusual age of forty-three, she
continued to bathe : and I have
heard that she was evidently much
puzzled and vexed whenever from
the stream being frozen she could
not get her plunge. She would
walk a little way on the ice, but
finding it too slippery, unwillingly
return,
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dog, do so; and aim at the one most likely to fall near
him. Endeavour to make him ecomprehend that any
sicn or word to urge on or retard the leading dog in no
way applies to him. This he will soon understand if
he has been properly instructed with an associate in
the initiatory lesson described in 49. After you have
picked up the bird let him sniff at it.

354, It is most important that the dog which first
winds birds should be allowed to “road ™ them to a
spring withoot being flurried, or in any way interfered
with by another dog. Few things are more trying to
yvour temper as asportsman than to see a self-sufficient
cub, especially when birds are wild, creep up to the
old dog whom he observes pointing at a distance, or
cautionsly drawing upon a covey. The young whipper-
snapper pays no attention to your mostenergetic signals:
you are afraid to speak lest you should alarm the birds,
and before you can catch hold of the presumptuous
jackanapes, he not only steals close to the good old dog,
but actually ventures to head him ; nay, po-sibly dares
to crawl on yet nearer to the birds in the hope of enjoy-
ing a more intoxicating sniff.

355. All dogs but the “ finder " should stand wholly
by sight—-just the reverse of pointing. Your dog’s nose
onght to have nothing to do with backing. If you per-
mit it, he will get the abominable habit of ereeping up
to his companions in the manner just described (354),
when he observes them to be winding birds; and though
he may not presume to take the lead —nay, even keep
at so respectful a distance as in no way to annoy the
“finder,” yet a longing to inhale the “ grateful steam "
(as that good poet and capital sportsman, Somerville,
terms it) will make him constantly watch the othi:
dogs, instead of bestowing his undivided attention and
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faculties upon finding game for himself. It is quite
enough if he backs whenevér you order him, or he
accidentally catches sight of another dog either “ point-
ing " or " roading"; and the less he is looking after his
companions, the more zealously will he attend to his
own duties,

356. If you have any fears that the old dog when he
is on birds will not act steadily, should you have occa-
sion to chide the young one, be careful to give the old
dog a word expressive of your approval before you com-
mence to rate the other.

357. When your youngster is hereafter hunted in
company, should he make a point, and any intrusive
companion, instead of properly backing him, be im-
pertinently pressing on, the youngster should not be
induced (however great may be the trial upon his
patience and forbearance) to draw one foot nearer to the
game than his own knowledge of distance tells him is
correct ; not even 1f' his friend, or rather, jealous rival,
boldly assumes the front rank. Your pupil will have
a right to look to you for protection, and to expect that
the rash intruder, however young, be at the least well
rated.

358. It is a matter of little moment whether the
“backer ” attends to the “down-charge,” or continues to
back as long as the other dog remains at his point. Tt
appears, however, best that he should “ drop,” unless lie
is s0 near that he winds the game, when he would be
rather pointing than backing (and should, consequently,
behave as explained in 274) ; for the fewer exceptions
there are to general rules the more readily are the rules
observed.

359. Should both dogs make separate points at the
same moment, it is clear that neither can back the other,
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They must act independently—each for himself. More-
over, your firing over one should not induce the other
to “ down-charge,” or in any way divert his attention
from his own birds. He ought to remain immovable
as a statue. Some dogs, whose high courage has not
been damped by over-correction, will do this from their
own sagacity; but to enable you to feach them to behave
thus steadily, eame should be plentiful.  When you are
lucky enough to observe both dogs pointing at the same
time, let your fellow-sportsman (or your attendant) tush
and fire at the birds found by the older dog, while
you remain stationary near the young one, quietly but
earnestly cautioning him to continue firm. When your
companion has reloaded and picked up his game (and
made the other dog “back ), let him join you and knock
over the bird at which your pupil is pointing. It will
not be long before he (your young dog) understands
what is required of him, if he haw been practised (as
recommended in 274) not to “down-charge” when
pointing unsprung birds. In short, it may be received
as an axiom, that nothing ought to make a dog volun-
tarily relinquish a point so long as he winds bivds;
and nothing but the wish to continue his point should
make him meglect the ' down-charge” the instant he
hears the near report of a gun.

360. ““Dove"” (the setter spoken of in 102, who invariably
stands at her point), on one occasion in the season of '50 dropped
as nsual on her master’s firing at some distance from her ; but,
instead of * seeking dead,” as ordered wlwn he had reloaded, she
remained lmmumhle at the “ down-charge " ulthough TEP&&LEﬂl]F
coaxed and called to. The sportsman t uuﬂht. that birds must
be near, and after much perseverance, he succeeded in walking
up i brace that were lying close to her. We must allow that
this was a prettily conceived piece of caution on the part of Mys,
“ Dove ;” but how far more usefully would she have acted had
she been tanght the inferiority of the “down-charge” to the
continaed puult. fullowed by the * read " to successive birds.

IJ-
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HINTE TO PURCHASERS, PRICE OF DOGS.—SHEEP-KILLING.

. The " back™ being taught—young Dogr again hunted alune,—362. Breakers

bant too many together. Why injudicious.—-363. One hour's Instruction
alone, hetter than a day's in company.—3684. Horse's value little dependent
¢n Education ; Dog's greatly.  Many pood points in Dog, similar to those in
Horsg; in Note, Frame of Pony studied. Arab Proverbs. Admirable Recipe
for putting hord flesh on Horse, Hoof Ointment.—365. Hints to Dog ar-
chasers, Tenderness of Nose, how judged of —366 to 363, Instance of great
superiority of Nose in Pointer on bad scenting day.—360. Ditto in Setter.—
370. In Breeding, Nose sought for in both parents.—371. Geod Dog, like
good Horse, not suited to all countrios,—372, Purchasing o Hrace of Dogs,
before buyiug shoot over.—373. Case in point.—374. Rushing in to ** dead,’
bow curtd, =376, Dogashot over " single-handed.,”  Jealonsy decrenses with
intimacy. Iodepondence aud self-relinnee, how imparted. —376. Goad Breed-
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Tatiersall's for thirteen highly-bred Poioters.—380, Small soms onknown
Dogs fetch,—381, Mr. C—=t'8 Dogs half & sovereign esch,—382, [ounenso
prica piven for stanch Setter.—333, Best Dips ; summary of rules for making,
concisely given, The best will make mistakes,—384.-Companionship with
man makes Dog useful servant.—385. Twead-side Spaniel and blind man.—
386. Doyr that alwaye ran riot when oot of sight.—387, Killing Sheep ; cure
attempted —388. Another plan.—389, Third attempt ol remedy.—300. Sir
H—n §— d's recipe.—301. Muzzle Dog likely to worry Sheep.—392. Killing
Fowla; the Cure.

361, WHEN your dog has been properly taught the

“back,” fail not to recommence hunting him alone, if

it

1s your object to establish a perfect range.
362 Professional dog-breakers, I have remarked.

almost invariably hunt too many dogs together. This
arises, I suppose, from the number which they have to
train ; but the consequence is, that the younger dogs are
spectators rather than actors, and, instead of ranging
independently in search of game, are watching the
manceuvres of their older associates,
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363. A glimmering of knowledge may be picked up
in this way ; but no one will argue that it is likely to
create great excellence. Doubtless the young ones will
be good backers; and to the inexperienced a troop of
perbaps a dozen dogs, all in chiselled form, stanchly
hacking an old leader, is a most imposing sight ; but if
the obscrver were Lo accompany the whole party for a
fuw hours, he vould remark, I will bet any money, that
the same veterans would over and over again find the
birds, and that the “ perfectly " broken young vnes in
the rear would do nothing but “back” and *“down
charge.,” What can they know of judicious quartering ?
—of obeying the signals of the hand ?—of gradually
drawing upon the faintest token of a scent (only per-
ceptible to a nose carried high in the air) until they
arrive at a confident point ?—of perscveringly working
out the foil of a slightly winged bird, on a hot still day,
to a sure “ tind"? Nothing, or next to nothing,—nearly
all is to be taught; and yet the breaker will show off
those raw recruits as perfectly drilled soldiers.  Would
they not have had a much better chance of really being
su, if he had given a small portion of his time each day
to each ! He well knows they would ; but the theatrical
display would not be half so magnificent. If he had
truly wished to give his pupils a good systematic range,
without a doubt he would have devoted one hour in the
tield exclusively to each dog, rather than many hours to
several at once,—and not have associated any together
in the field until he had gained full command overeach
scparately. And this he would have done (because it
would have tended to his interest), had he supposed that
his dog's qualifications would be investigated by judges
--by those who would insist on seeing a dog hunted
singly (in order tosobserve his method of ranging), or
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with but one companion, before they thought of defini-
tively purchasing,

364. The good qualities of ahorsebeing principally derived from
nature, a judge can pretty accurately discover his general capabi-
lities simply by a glance at his make and action ;—but the good
gualities of a sportman’s dog are chiefly derived from art ; con-
sequently, though his movements may be light and springy,—his
countenance intelligent,-—his nostrils wide,—his cerebral develop-
ment large,—his forehand deep,—his ribs round and full,—his
elbows well detached from them, not tied in,. *his shoulders high,
and slanting backwards,—his loins muscular and arched,—his
quarters lengthy, and sinewy,—his legs bony, and straizht,—his
feet small and round, pointing direct to the front,—his tail taper
to the finest point from a strong root,* yet if he has been impro-

* The continuation of the ver-
tebrie of the back, and clearly,
therefore, nn indication of their
substance. Query—Wasit because
our grandfathers knew that a tail
naturally short was a pledge of
stamina, that they endeavoured
to imitate it by docking their
horses and pointers? Curiously
enough, the points pamed in 364
as desirable in a dog are considered

in a horse. In portraits of
the useful old Englizsh hunter, you
never see a feeble, flexible neck,—
it is desirable that it should be
arched,— a dog's neck also should
Le sufficiently strong, and put on
high. Neither horse por dog
should have large Heshy heads,—
and a full bright eve is in Loth a
sign of spirit and endurance, The
canon Loue in a horse should be
ghort, su vught the corresponding
bune of a dog's leg; amd every
juint ousht 1o be large, yet clean ;
and {without a ball) the short ribs
in both snimals shoul® be fong.
There are hardy borses whose Hesh
vou caonot bring dewn withont
an amount of work thal is inju-
rious to their legs,—there are alao
thrifty dogs which are constantly
too fat, unleas they are almost
starved, and common sense tells us
they cannot be so starved without

their strength being much reduced.
The analogy does not hold with
respect to ears, for it is generally
considered that the dog's should
be soft and drooping, lying cluse
to his head —not short and ever in
motion. Moreover, most men
would wish his muzzle to be bruad
aa well as long,

Our eye is so accustomed to the
sight of weeds,—animals bred for
short-lived speed, not for en-
durance,—that we no longer look
fur, and possibly do not proper
appreciate, the short back (though
long body), with scarcely room for
a saddle; and the width befwern
the wpper part of the shaulder-
Blaeles (aa well as the lower)—the
indication of space within—upon
which points our forefathers justly
aet great value., We forget its
Leing mentivoed of Eclipse, whose
emlurance is a3 undeniable as lis
speed; that he had a * shoulder
Lroad enough to carry a firkin of
butter,"—and that Stubb’s por-
traits of winnera (of races four
and oceagionally six miles long 1)
shiow that they pussessed power-
fully mnscular as well a3 slanting
shoullers.  The frame of a clever
Welsh or Wew Furest pony, if his
head 14 set ou at a considerable
angle with hia veck, is perfection.
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perly shot over as a youngster he may never be worth his keep.
Therefore, though a man may in five minutes decide upon pur-
chasing the horse, he would act very imprudently if he ventured
upon buying the dog before he had seen him hunted ;* unless
indeed he feels well-justified confidence in the ability of the
party who broke him in, and is also satisfied with the character,
as a sportsman, of the person who has since shot over him.

365. Nodog can be worth a large sum, or should be considered
perfectly made, that cannot be hunted in perfect silence, that is
not good at finding dead or wounded birds, and that is not sure to
point them when*found. If in his transverse range he keep his
head to windward, it is a good sign, for it evinces his consciousness
that it 1s in the breeze he should seek for an intimation of the
vicinity of game. As to the excellence of his nose, this can only
be fully ascertained by experience, and by comparing him in the
field withother dogs ; but someopinion may beformed by observing
whether on first winding game he eonfidently walks up to his point

It might with profit be studied by
any youngster wishing to form his
eye, and know what, on an en-
larged scale, should be the build
of a real hunter,—an animal fitted
for every kind of work. The Arabs
so much prize a short back and
lengthy quarters, that they have
a proverb to the effect that a Liorse
which measures the same from the
Lip-bone to the end of his croupe
that he does from the hip-bone to
the withers, is a blessing to his
master. Another assertion of theirs
is, that all their fastest horses
measure less from the middle of
the withers to the setting om of
the tail than they do from the
middle of the withers to the ex-
tremity of the mnose, or rather
extremity of the upper lip. This
weasurement is supposed to be
taken along the crest of the neck,
over the forelock, and between
the eyes,

It is sometimes so difficult to
get a horse into condition, and the
following recipe, given me by an
old cavalry officer who i8 an ex-
cellent stable-master, ia so admi-

rable, that 1 need not apologize
for inserting it :—

“Give three' ounces of cold-
drawn linseed-oil in a cold mash
every alternate mnight for a fort-
oight. I you judge it advizable,
repeat®the same after an interval
of a fortnight. The good effects
of the oil are not immediately
visible, but in about 3 month the
horse’s coat will become glossy,
and he will commence putting up
good hard flesh.”

The daily rubbing in a portion
of the following ocintment into a
horse's hoof {especially after exer-
cise in moist ground, and on re-
moval of wet bandages, before any
evaporation can fake place) will
prevent, indeed cure, brittleness—
that constant precursor of con-
tracted feverish feet :—

Tar (pnot Coal Tar),

SofteSoap.

Soap Cerate.

Hog's Lard.

4 b, of each well mixed together
over a very slow fire,

* Amidst sheep too.

T 20 oz. = 1 imperial pint.
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with a high head, orisshuffl.ing in an undecided manner to the right
and left %perhn.ps even pottering with his nose near the ground),
before he can satisfy himself respecting the exact locality of the
birds, There are favourable days when any dog can wind game,
when finding many birds will far more depend upon “range” than
nose. The surest way to test the olfactory powers of different dogs
is to take them out dircetly after midday in sultry weather, or
when a north-easterly wind has been blowing for some days. If
their eondition, &e., is then alike, you may be certain that the
dog who winds wost birds has the finest (orgmost cantions 7)
nese.  On such o day ehiance will but little assist him.

366. On an extremely bad seenting day in October, 1838, a cold
dry wind blowing fromn the east, the Hom, F—— C——, Baron
A——, and Sir F. H——, then partridge-shooting at C—n,
in Staffordshive, saw a liver-coloured pointer take every point
from three setters of some celebrity belonging to a very sporting
baronet. The setters did not make a single *‘ set” throughout
the duy, but ran into the birds as if they had been larks. The
pointer's nose was, howuver, so good that the party, notwith-
standing the badness of the scent, bagged thirty-five brace.

367, The keeper who brought out the setters was obliged to
own that he could not otherwise account for the apparent
singularity of their behaviour than by admitting the superiority
of the pointer's nose ; yet, judging from the engraving, he did
not carry his head well.

3068, A stiftish price had been given for the dog, but I need
hardly say that it was not considered unreasonable, after the
exhibition of scenting powers so unusual, fairly tested in the
field with competitorsof established character.

J69. In this instance it was a pointer that evinced singular ten-
derness of nose ; but in the following, a setter bore off the palm in
a contest with good pointers. Mr, Q r, of F——w (county of
Suffolk), who is an enthusiast about shooting, three years ago took
out his favourite dog, a heavy, large-limbed, liver-coloured setter,
on a cold, raw, bad-scenting day, together with a brace of pointers
of high character belonging to another Suffolk sportsman, Mr.
W-——s. The latter had expressed rather a contemptuous opinion
of the setter, whose appearance was undeniably not very pre-
possessing ; but, to the gentleman’s astonishment, and perhaps
somewhat to his mortification, the lumbering dog fu::num}J plenty
of birds, though there wam so little scent that the vaunted pointers
WETS ‘inau.rl}' useless. Iwastold that at that moment Mr, Q——r
would not have taken two hundred gnineas for the animal.

370. What a pity it is that more pains are not taken to link in
matrimonial chains dogs of the rare excellence of nuse deseribed
in the preceding paragraph, and in 182, 204, and 289, instead
of being satistied with wmarked superiority in one parent only !
In a setter or pointer sensitiveness of nose is the most valu-
able natwral quality sought for ; correctness of range the most
valuable artificial quality,
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371. Few horses, however good, are fitted to hunt inall countries,
nor are many dogs ; and as in selecting a hunter a man ought to
consider the kind of work for which he is wanted, so ought he
when he is purchasing a dog tobe influenced by the kind of country
in which the animal is to perform. A slow dog, however good,
would weary your heart out on the moors with his perpetual see-
saw, ladylike canter ; and a fast one, unless wonderfully careful,
on enclosed lands alive with game, would severely test your self-
control over tonrue and temper.

372, Ifa purcﬁa&ur be in search of a brace of dogs, assuredly he
ought not to give a large figure for them, if they do not traverse
their ground separafely, What is the use 'of two dogs if they hunt
together ! Both are engaged in doing what would be better done
by one, for there would be no undue excitement, or jealousy, or
withdrawal of attention. Not only ought a purchaser to see how
dogs quarter their ground, but, if the time of the year will permit,
he should even kill a bird to them ; for though they may once
have been good, if an ignorant or careless sportsman has shot
over them but for a few days, they may be spoiled (end of 364).

373. At the beginning of a partridge season, I nnexpectedly
wanted to purchase a dog, An old gamekeeper,—one on whose
judgment 1 conld rely, and who, 1 knew, would not willingly de-
ceive me,—saw a setter in the field that he thought would please,
and accnrdmgl:,r sent it to my kennel. I gre: l.t]:r’ liked the looks
of the animal, uartered his ground well, was obedient to
the hand, ca.rrled i %Jgh and apparently tender nose, pointed,

backed, n:u:l down-charged steadily. Unguestionably he had been

well broken. 1 thought myself in great luck, and should not
have hesitated to complete the purchase, but that fortunately I
had an opportunity ull? shooting a bird over him, when, to my
horror, he rushed at it with the speed of a greyhound.. Asin
apite of all my remonstrances, shouted in the most determined
manner, he repeated this mancenvre whenever a bird fell, I re-
turned him. 1 afterwards heard he had just been shot over by
a party on the moors, who, no doubt, had spoiled him by their
ignoble, pot-hunting propensities,

374. Had I chosen to sacrifice my shooting in order
to rveclaim him (which I must have done had I too
hastily concluded the purchase), I ought to have sent
home the other dogs, and proceeded, but with greater
geverity, much in the manner described in 321 and 3&3
I onght not, however, to have gone after him when
first he bolted ; I ought merely to have endeavoured to
check him with my voice, for it would have been most
important to set him a good example by remaining
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immovable myself; he might have misconstrued any
hasty advance on my part into rivalship for possession
of the bird ; in short, into a repetition of one of the
many scrambles to which he had recently been accus-
tomed, and in whieh I feel sure he must invariably
have come off vietorious. I ought, when loaded, to
have walked calmly up to him, and, withont taking the
slightest notice of the disfizured bird, have drageed him
back, while loudly rating him, to the spot where he
should have “ down-charged.” After a prood flagellation,
a protracted lecture, and a long delay (the longer the
better), [ ought to have made him cautiously approach
the bird ; and by a little scolding, and by showing him
the wounds he had inflicted, have striven to make him
sensible and ashamed of his enormities. Probably, too,
had the birds lain well, the moment he pointed I should
have employed the checkeord * with a spike, giving him
a liberal allowanee of slack line (3353). Had I thus
treated him throughout the day, I have little doubt
but that he would have become a reformed character;
though an oceasional outbreak might not unreasonably
have been expected. (See 302 to 303.)

375. If you purchase a dog who has been much shot over single-
handed by a tolerably good sportsman. you have the satisfaction of
knowing that the animal must necessarily have great self-reliance
and experience. On the other hand, you will see reason to distrust
lus forbearance and temper when he is hunted with a companion,
Of the usnal run of dogs it probably would be better to purchase
two which have been shot over singly, and then associate them in

* 1 am glad to say I never had
scmsion to adopt so eevere a
remedy az the following; but 1
have heard of an otherwise incor-
rigible taste for blood being cured
by a partridge pierced transverely
with two Lknitting-pins Leing
adroitly substituted for the fallen

bird which the dog had been re-
strained by a checkeord from bolt-
ing. The pins were cut to alength
sumewhat less thun the diameter
of its bedy, and were fixed at right
angles to one another. Several
slight wires would, 1 think, have
anawered Letter.
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the field, than to buy a brace which had been broken in together
You would, I think, find it more difficult to give independence
to the latter than to cure the jealousy of the former. Jealonsy
in the field would, however, decrease with their increasing inti-
macy in the kennel.

To ereate a feeling of self-dependence, obviously there
is no better plan than for a considerable time to take
out the dog by himself, and thus force him to trust for
gport to his own unaided powers ; and when he is at
length hunted in company, never to omit paying him
the compliment of attending to every indication he
evinces of being upon birds, even occasionally to the
unfair neglect of confirmed points made by the other
dogs.

376. Confidence, however, in good breeding and breaking often
induces sportsmen to give large sums for young dogs without
secing them in the field.

377. In July, 1848, thirteen pointers were sold at Tattersall's,
which brought the large sum of two hundred gnd fifty-six guineas,
thomgh only two of them had ever been shot over.

378. The following description of each was advertised before
the sale. I have pre%xed to it the prices they severally realized.
Such sums mark how highly the public appreciate the qualifica-
tions of the breaker who lives with Mr, Moore, of Derbyshira,
and ought to stimulate others to increased exertions.
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380. Tn marked contrast to such high prices are those often
realized at Laing's and at Vordsworth's stables, in Edinburgh,
where sometimes a batch of pointers and setters are sent for un-
reserved sale, of whose previous history and education no one
can tell anything, except perhaps the party sent by the vendor,—
naturally considered a prejudiced if not an interested witness,

381, The Mr. OC——=t named in 289 boasts that he never givea
more than half a sovereign for any dog, an? that e has some of
the best in Scotland. He attends at Laing’s and Wordsworth's,
when dogs are advertised for sale by anction, and buys all those
that are decent-lcoking, and feteh no higher bid than ten shil-
lings, a frequent occurrence where their characters are quite
unknown. e takes his bargains to the mwoors. Those that
show any promise he keeps for further trial ; the rest he at
once shoots, leaving their bodies unhononred by any other burial
than the purple heather that blooms around them,

382, Ared setter brought the largest p ice that I ever knew paid
for a dog, After midday he came upon a covey basking in the
sun, His owner very knowingly told the shooting party that they
might go to lnncheon ; that he would leave the dog, and accompany
them, engaging that they shounld find him still steadily pointing on
their retwrn.  The promise was faithfully redeemed by the stanch
setter. One of the sportsmen was so struck with the performance
that he could not resist buying at a tremendous figure, and he
soon regained, I believe, much of the purchase-money from somo
incredulous acquaintance, by backing tife animal to perform a
similar feat. 1t was, however, no great test of excellence,

383. I conceive those dogs must be considered the
best which procure a persevering sportsman most shots
in a season, and lose him fewcst winged birds.* If you
are anxious for your pupil to attain this superlative
excellence (I will repeat it, at the risk of being accused
of tautology), you must be at all times consistently
strict, but never severe. Make him, as much as you
can, your constant companion; you will thereby much
develop his intelligence, and so render him a more
efficient assistant in the field for*he will understand
your manner better and better, and greatly increas® in
affection as well as observation. Many men would like
go faithful an attendant. Teach obedience at home—to
obtain it in the field. Considerthe instantaneous “drop,”

® Aud if lLares die abot to Lim, fewest woundad barea,
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the moment he gets the signal, as all-important, as the
very key-stone of the arch that conducts to the glorious
trinmphs of due subordination. Notice every fault, and
check it by rating, but never punish with the whip un-
less you judge it absolutely nccessary. On the other
hand, following Astley’s plan (10), reward, or at least
praise, every instance of good hehaviour, and you will
be surprisxd to find how quickly your young dog will
comprehiend your wishes, and how anxious he will be to
comply with them. Remember that evil practices, un-
checked until they become confirmed habits, or any
errors in training committed at the commencement of
his education, cannot be repaired afterwards without
tenfold—nay, twentyfold trouble. Never let him hunt
from nnder your eye. Unceasingly endeavour to keep
alive in him as long as possible his belief that you are
intuitively aware, as fully when he is out of sight as
within sight, of evet'y fault he commits, whether it arise
from wilfulness or mere heedlessness, This isa very im-
portant admonition. Remember, however, that the best
dogs will occasionally make mistakes when they are
running down-wind (especially if it blows hard), and
that there are days when there is scarcely any scent.
(Note to 174)

384, I said, “ Make him " (your pupil), * as much as you can,
vourconstantcompanion.” Many breakersseem not toconsider, or,
at least, seein not to be sutticiently intluenced by the consideration
that it is companionship with us, throwgh snccessive generations,
which alone has led to the dog's becoming the useful servant we
tind loon, o Ios wild gtate be may have as much sagacity as when
dumesticated ; but this he displays in a wannet in no way advan-
tafdeous to us ; it is shown in the mode in which he procures his
fond, avouds his coemies, e, We hear much of the different de-
orecs of ** natural sagacity " evineed in different breeds —of the
wonderful intelligence of collies, &c.; but surelyit is chielly associ-
ationwith man thatawakened that apparently gresterintellizence,
or, to speak more correctly, that gave them the greater habit of
observation,—of watching their master’s lovks, of listening to his
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voice. &ec. : whence comes their readier comprehension of his
wishes and orders—often termed sagacity.

385. When recently salmon-fishing on the upper part of the
Tweed, I occasionally met on its banks a totally blind man, and
who, in spite of this great disqualification, continued a keen and
successful tront-angler. He had been for some years entirely
sightless, and was led about by a large brown Tweed-side spaniel,
of whose mt.e]h;ence wonderful stories ave told. M——r travelled
much round the country ; and it is certain, for he would frequently
do so to show off the dog's obedience, that on his swmg (the cord
being perie-::tl_'f slack), ** Hie off to the Holmes," or, ** Hie off to
Melrose,” &e., &e., the animal would start off in the right direc-
tion without an instant’s hesitation. Now, this Tweed spaniel
was not born with more brains than other Tweed spaniels, but
he was M——r's constant companion, and had, in consequence,
acquired a singular facility of cnmplehent’lmﬂ his orders, and
doubtless from great affection was very solicitous to please.

386. Attend most carefully to the injunction not to

let your dog hunt out of sight. It is essential that you
do so.

I once possessed a pointer who behaved admirably while he wus
under my eye, but who, if he could cunningly contrive to get on the
othér side of rising ground, would invar Jably, instead of pointing,
make a rush at any game he came across, Jetermined, as my Irish
companion used to say, “to take his divarsion :” and it was most
curivus to remark how immegdiately his pace would slacken, and
how promptly he would resumne a cantious carriage, the moment
he perceived I again had the power of observing him. His pro-
ceedings displayed so much sagacity that, though I was extremely
H&IE&, .E could hardly find it in my heart to punish him as he

EBerved.

387. Notwithstanding Beckford’s capital story of the
hounds making a dinner of the old ram which his
lordship had left in their kennel to intimidate them,
if your dog be unhappily too fond of mutton or lamb of
his own killing, perhaps no better cure can be atfempted,
provided you superintend the operztion, than that of
muzzling him, and letting a strong ram give him: a
butting at the time that you are administering the
lash, and hallooing out “ Ware ” or “ Sheep.” But, un-
fortunately, this too often fails.

388. If you do not succeed, you must hang or drown



224 KILLING SHEEP. fcm. xm.

him (the latter is probably the less painful death, but a
charee of shot well lodeed Biehind the car in the diree-
tion of the brain would be yet better).  Therefore you
will not mind giving him another chance for his life,
though confessedly the measure proposed is most bar-
harous. Procure an ash-pole about five fect long. Tie
ome extremity of the pole to a strong ram, by the part
of the horns near the furehead. To the opposite ex-
tremity of the pole attach a strong spiked collar, and
strap it round the dog’s throat, to the audible tune of
“ Ware " or “Sheep.” (To prevent the possibility of the
cord slipping, through each end of the pole burn a hole.)
The continued efforts of the ram for some hours either
to free himself from his strange eompanion, or to attack
him, will possibly so worry and punish the dog as to
give him a distaste ever afterwards for anything of a
woolly nature. The pole will so effectually separate
these nnwilling (but still too intimate) associates, that
you need not muzzle the dog.

388, There is yet another remedy, which I will name
as it sounds reasonable, though I ecannot speak of its
merits from personal observation, never having seen it
tried,

Wrap a narrow strip of sheep-skin, that has much
wool on it, round the dog's lower jaw, the wool outwards,
and fasten it so that he cannot get vid of it.  Put this
on him for a few hours daily, and there is a ehanee that
he will become as thoroughly disgusted as even you
could wish with every animal of the race whose coat
fyrnished such odious mouthfuls ; but prevention being
better than cure, pay ureat attention to yourdog's morals
during the lambing scason.  Dogs not led away by evil
companiouship rarely commence their depredations
upon sober, full-grown sheep.  In ninety-niue cases out
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of a hundred,* they have previously yielded to the great
temptation of running down some frisking lamb, whose
animated gambols seemed to court pursuit.t

* In the remaining odd case (one
out of a hundred) the propeusity
may be traced to the animal
belonging to a vicious stock,—in
short, to bereditary instinct.

4+ Mr. C. B——7, who has writ-
ten o cleverly and usgfully voder
the name of * Harry Hieover."
supports (in  “ Practical Horse-
manship'') an argument respecting
the breaking of horses by de-
scribing with such good judguent
the manner in which he would pro-
ceed to gradually wean a dog from
wurrying sheep (much on the prin-
ciple of taking him to a rabbit-war-
ren. 337), that I thiok some of my
readers may peruse it with profit.

“1 sup myszelf to have a
dog addicted to chasing sheep. He
must be cured of that. If I de-
pute a servant to do this. | know
how he will set about it. He will
take the dog on a common, where
sheep are running at in?e. The
moment they see the dog they
begiu running. This is just what
the man wished they might do.
The dog, of course, immediately
seta off after them, and the man
after the dog. Probably after the
latter has ceased chasing, Le is
canght ; and at a moment when
he iz mot in fault he is most
bratally thrashed, knowing or not
knowing what he is thrached for.
He is cowed for the day, and
sore for three or four afterwards,
when he forgets the beating ; and
the pext time he sees the sheep
he feels the same excitement and
propensity. and away he goes after
thew: so probably it would be as
leng as be lives.

“ [ now take the dog in hand,
and as sedulonsly aveid taking
him where he has a chance of
seeing sheep running, as the other

sought for a place where he should;;
for [ know. with his present habits,
the temptation will be too strong
for the dog to resist. I put a
collar round hisneck, with a chain
to hold him by, and a good dog-
whip iv my baud. I take him to
a sheep-fold : here the sheep ean-
not run ; and not being wild, the
utmost they can do on sceing the
dog ia to huddle all together. On
entering the fold I ery in a warp-
ing voiee, ' Wure sheep, Don.’
The dog looks up. " Ware sheep,’
I ery again. If he appears in the
least elated or fidgety, ‘Ware
sheep,” | ery in a voice of anger.
If he attemnpt to make any hasty
awdvance towards them, a amart
struke or two of the whip makes
bim find * Ware sheep ' must be
attended to. I after this he pulls
towards or jumps at them, 1 give
him a good Hogring; be deservesit,
for e knows be is doing wroog, and
bas not over-excitement as au ex-
cuze. Inaday or two, ore or leas,
as he is more or less incorrigible,
he will cease pot only to jump at
the sheep, but will walk quietly
among them. He has learned per-
fectly one lesson, which is that he
must not touch sheep lt:mdinﬁ
still. Probably, being now cowe
by the warnping * Ware sheep.' if
I took him on the common, he
would, if he saw sheep runmning,
gtop at Leing halloed to (if not too
far off) ; but it would be highly
injudicious to trust him, for if he
broke awa¥, my three or four duya'
leszom would go fur nothing ghe
woulid be nearly as bad as ever.
“I now take him where sheep
are wild, but never get near enough
to eet them running. But sup-
poze they were to do so, I am pre-
pared. for [ bave him in a cord
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390. A full admiral (Sir H n 5 ——d), as well known in the
ficld as in the ballroom, and whaose exhilarating socicety is coveted
alike by young and old, had many years azo a valuable retriever
named ‘‘ Lion,” bred between a setter and a Newfoundland, fast
and high-couraged, but which had not been properly trained.

His condemmnation had been pronounced by his owner, the late
Bir J—s D——n H——y, in the hearing of the admiral, who at
once asked for and obtained the dog. Sir J—=&' keeper (P——n)
had put a ring upon one of the animal's fore-feet to prevent his
travelling too fast. This the admiral immediately removed, and
by making ** Lion " his companion, and feeding him himself, he
soon brovght him into tolerable obedience ; but he had the vexa-
tion of ﬁmlmg that the retriever always showed & great lonying
to chase sheep, and more than once had pulled one down in
spite of all threats and admonitions.

One finc summer's morning the cheery admiral, who is an excel-
lent piscator, had started at sunrise across the moors to fish a
distant loch. “Lion" guietly followed behind the dog-cart, but
on getting sight of some sheep he started off and overturned one.

The admiral hurried up in time to save its life. Although alone,
he managed to tie its legs securely together. Ditto “Lion's,”
and then he laid the two helpless animals nuarl_v side by side.
With his driving-whip he belaboured ** Lion" most severely,
endeavouring to make him comprehend why he was punished,
and in the intervals of the flagellation caressing the poor sheep.

This occurred about 6 A.M., and the admiral did not return to
his captives until the same hour in the evening. After repeating
his powerful admonitions he released both the animals, deter-
mined to give up the dog as incorrigible should he ever repeat
the offence ; but he never did. He turned out an admirable
retriever, and a faithful, attached friend. He seemed ever after
ashamed to look a sheep in the face. On catehing sight of one,
he would slink to heel.

Be assured that the truly gallant admiral's is an excellent recipe
for giving a dog a higher relish for cooked than for uncooked
mutton.

pome twenty yards long. ‘This
length gives bim somethiog of &
feeling of liberty. If he locks
towards the flock, ' Ware sheep’
reminds him of his lessons. In
a day or two I appronch them ;
they begin to run: Don gets
fidgety, but the warning and show-
ing him the whip most probably
controls him ; if it does not, and
he breaks away, I let him reach
the end of the eord, and with a
stentorian ‘ Ware sheep,” 1 pull
bim head over heels, hanl him ups,

and getting bold of him. give hima
second thrashing—a lesson or two
more, and he, in nine cases in ten,
will be broken of the habit. But
if without the cord to check him
he had got in full career, faying
the poor brute alive would not
have El:vented his doing it again;
but ropensity having -been
di.m.muhad gra.du'llj, moderate
reflection will reform him. which
it would not have done while that
propensity was in full force."—
Page 171.
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391. If ever you have fears that you may be unable
to prevent a dog's breaking away to worry sheep, hunt
him in a muzzle* of a size that will not interfere with
his breathing, and yet effectually prevent the wide ex-
tension of his jaws,

392, The killing of fowls is more easily prevented,
The temptation, though equally frequent, is not so great
—he will only have tasted blood, not vevelled in it
Take a dead fowl—one of his recent vietims, if you can
procure it—and endeavour, by pointing to it, while you
are scolding him, to make him aware of the cause of
your displeasure. Then secure him to a post, and thrash
him about the head with the bird, occasionally favouring
his hide with sundry applications of a whip, and his
ears with frequent repetitions of the scaring admouition,
“ Ware fowl,” “ Fowl—fowl—fowl!” Whenever you
afterwards cateh him watching poultry, be sure to rate
him,

* A muzzle is the best recipe for  should invariably be employed
keeping a bowling dog quiet at  whenever any ointment iz applied

pnight—from what is commounly to his skin for mange, &c.
called “baying the moon.” It



CHAPTER XIV.

A MEST BEYOND “HALF-WAY HOUSE'" ANECDOTES OF DOGS ON
SERVICE AT HOME.

303, A Halt sounded ; present Position considered ; Refinements or extra Accoms
plishments easily tnught.—384. Excellent Snipe-shot who never uged Dog.—
395, Dog employed by another.—386. Snipe killed off —397. Woodeocks be
coma atizched to undisturbed Oowvers | AMr, B——=t'3.—383, Which Sporisman
hod the best of it.—399. Squire 0——n's and Mr, C—d's Match,—400. Par-
tridges cut off from Place of Refuge.—i0l. Turnip-field ridden rownd —408.
After Winid and Rain, bunt driest places; late in senson, beat uncultivated
Inods.—413, In hot wenther, give marked birds time to ron.—4 4 Advaniage
of killine Old Birda; protecta youny DBreeders,—405 to 407, Old Hen Phea-
gants shot; case in point; in Note, Pheasnuts reared under baro-deor hen
requira meat; so do Fowls. Cantelo's method, FPheasnutries, AMr. Knox.
{See Appendix.) Oak-bark atonic. Cross with Cluna Mheasant.—a04. Sports-
men ureel to brenk in their own Dogs,—408. Shooting conducive to Health.
—410, 411, M. W—un and the old crippled Scoteh Bportaman.—3. Tustruct
ing Dogs improves teeper ; Dot oan ungentlemanly recreation.—#3. * Dock-
ford's "' opinion.—i4 *' Munite™ selecting cards.—i15. Slepberds’ Doys in
France.—416. Collie Dogs.—17. " Fairy " ringing bell.—#8, $18. * M=lor's”
fetching house-keys. Installed as their keeper.—420. * Bultan's " keeping
the key in his larder.—821. Mr. A——un's * Taffy"” knowing Ly nune every
member of family.—422, * Taffy " proves himself a first-rute Watch-Dog.—
44, “"Toaffy " uoderstands why he is borrowed —i24, “Tafiy” an able
Poncher,—425. ' Tatty ' being insulted bides his time to avenge the affront,
—425, ' Tally © ** tarns the tables ' npon workman who tries to impose upon
bimg.—427, " Taffy " purloins for Lhis mazier when ordered.—i25, " Taffy,'"
betrayed into momentary weakness, purloins for himself,—i20. " Taffy's **
birth and education revealed ; but Lis pareutare o mystery.—30. ' Toffy's ™
dam shipwrecked on the Needles,—44l, Jesse's opinion of Dogs; in Note,
Lord Broughom's—cunning of Fos—of Dog—of Monkey.—82, Exkibition
of jenlonsy. —433. Lost Child fed by Dog.—#3b. *' TPhilax " apd * Drac " play-
ing Dominos.—&EtS to 441, Showman's Dogs in Paris.  Tricks with Canls and
Kumbera, Fortunetelling. Playing Dominos.—H2. How assisteld by Show-
man,—48, Our attention o be confined to Sporting Dogs,

393. WEe have now arvived at a good halting-station, far beyond
the half-way house ; for any dog educated as I have described may
fairly be considered well broken, Shall we here part company,
or will you proceed with me to what | termed *‘refinements” in
breaking ! I did so, as I mentioned at the time, in deference to
Egenem] opinion, for mauy would call it supertluous breaking.

t may be but the additional excellence is easily attainable by
perseverance in the system which I have detailed, and but little
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extension of it. Why then should we not strive to reach it It
must, however, be granted that so finished an education is not
absolutely necessary, for many killing dogs never attain it : in-
deed, many good sportsmen have never witnessed it And this
is probably the reason why such a number abjure the aid of a
dog in snipe-shuoting.

394, Years ago, when I was in County Wexford, T knew, by
sizht, a capital snipe-shot, though he constantly wore spectacles,
who loathed the idea of letting & dog accompany him, This he
would not have done, had he known to what perfection the
animal could be bromght. But certainly our spectacled friend
had less occasion ror canine assistance than any wan | ever saw,
He knew every rushy spot for miles around., If there was a
enipe in a field, he would point to within a few feet where it was
lying. He walked very fast; was indefatigable : without waiting
for loading, picked up every bird the momvent it was knocked over;
kept relays of ammunition at several farm-houses ; and nearly
always came home with his capacious pockets (for he carried no
bag) well filled. I heard an anecdote of him, more in praise «of
the correctness of hig eye than the wake of his leg, that on one
occasion, after he had stuffed his pockets full of snipe, he pro-
ceeded actually to cram more birds into the tops of his boots.

395. An ofticer whom I knew well in Canada came for a few
days to Isle Aux Noix. He paddled himself and a favourite deow
to the opposite shore. The dog made nineteen separate points
at snipe—of which my friend bagyed sgventeen—and he thinks
he did not see above three more birds. He admits that the day
was hot,* and that in consequence the snipe lay well ; but he
certainly would not have ubtained so many shots without the
assistance of his intelligent companion. He was, however, beau-
tifully broken. I do not suppose that my friend had once vcca-
sion to use his voice. And the sagacious animal would crecp
across-wind as stealthily as a cat on the right hand being slightly
raised, as described in x11. of 141.

396. My friend's sport caused a laugh in the little garrison at
the expense of its Fort Adjutant, by no means a first-rate shot,
who complained that his favourite, though confessedly very small,
preserve was destroyed for the season; and I rather think it was ;
for my experience leads me to believe, contrary to what is gencrally
supposed, that snipe, when once they have had time to settle in
a spot, become attached toit, and do not much shift their ground.
At least I have known many places in which snipe, having been
killed off early in the season, none appfared the same season in
their stead, although in preceding years birds had been pluntiful
during the whole winter.

397. Woodcocks also consider themselves permanently esta-
blished in localities where they have been long undisturbed (82).

A dark day with a good breeze would be preferred by s,
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Mr. S——t, of C n, on the west coast of Ireland, was so fully
impressed with this opinion that he would not allow a gun to be
fired in his covers until after Christinas, asserting that not a
bird would then leave them before the regular period of mi
tion, but merely, when flushed, remove from one part of the
woods to another. It is hard to think that he reasoned incor-
rectly, for he had, when I was in his neighbourhood—and may
have to this day, for aught I know to the contrary—nearly the
best, if not undeniably the best, woodeock-shooting in Ireland
until the very end of the season. This, too, is saying a “big word,”
fur woodeock-shooting in the emerald isle is the ecream of sport.
398. Now our spectacled acquaintance (394), .capital sportsman
as he was, owed his numerous shots solely to his great pedestrian
powers, and the large development of his organ of locality. It is
sometimes diffienlt enough, even with a clever dog, to spring a jack
snipe, and you will not tell me that he (not master “Jack,” but
the gentleman) would not have bageed more birds, and have had
te walk over less ground, had he possessed as good an animal as
that which helped to destroy the Fort Adjutant’s preterve. And
do you think that our friend with the barnacles, who was in no
way of a misanthropical disposition, would® not thus have more
enjoyed his day's sport! He might have been assured that birds,
if they wonld not lie for a good-nosed dog, whohunted ascautiously
as the oflicer’s, would not lie for his walking them up. And if
on & boisterous day he chose to shoot down-wind (as snipe ﬂ?
against it), why should he not call his companion in to ** heel,”
and afterwards employ R when re-hunting the same ground
up-wind! An experienced old dog would rarely, however, when
beating down-wind, pass by many birds without noticing them.
399, We often hear of sportsmen shooting against each other for
considerable sums inour best partridge counties, where the gameis
so abundant that they consider it most advisable to employ no dog,
save one or two retrievers. I atonce admit that they act ju icimlar}*
in not hunting any ordinary animal, but I am confident that the
competitor who used such acantious dog as the officer’s(395) would
not only get more shots than his opponent, but be able to kill to
a greater certainty, because better prepared for every rise. The
nquantity of game would not have confused that first-rate dog,
his nuse was too discriminating. He would have walked quietly,
—almost crept, up to every bird, and I will venture to say would
not have sprong one out of shot that would not have risen as
readily had he been left in his kennel. In the mateh that came
oft in October, '50, at Lerd L——h’'s, R——d Hall, between the
Sequiye O n and Mr. C d, both good performers, so many
birds would not have been missed had the sportsmen been warned
to look out for most of their shots by a careful dog's drawing upon
the birds. Vietory would have sided with the party thus aided.
400. I said (398), “An experienced old dog would rarely, how-
ever, even when beating down-wind, pass by many birds without
noticing them :” and most fortunate is it that this is the case. for




CH. XIV.] DRIEST GROUND HUNTED. 238

otherwise you would seldom get a shot to a point at partridge when
the cround 1swet, and the birds have taken to running ahead along
a furrow, or, as is frequently the case, are all making off in one
direction, probably seeking theshelter of some well-known friendly
cover, Should you think this likely to happen, you must, with-
ont minding what quarter the wind blows from, commence your
beat by traversing the ground that lies between them and their
place of refuge. gEven then you will often find that they will
rather face you than be diverted from {heir original design.

401. In large turnip-ticlds you wonld do well when birds are
wild to hunt the cuter parts first, and so gradually work round and
round towards the centre. Then return to the outer parts, and
again work round the borders. The birds thus finding themselves
headed in every direction are much more likely to lie than if yon
had not maneuvred. On such occasions the great advantages of
caution in dogs and of their proinpt vbedience to the hand aremade
manifest. I heard of a man who, in order to make birds lie close
in turnips, used to direct his little boy to trot his pony round and
round the field. The plan was very successful. The birds seemed
quite bewildered, especially when time had been allowed for the
boyto complete the cirenit before the Jdogs were permitted toenter.
[ remember a good sportsman telling e that he had more than
mee succeeded in making wild birds lie by attaching soft-sound-
g bells to the collars of his pointers. The novel sound appeared
to arvest the attention of the partridges. This seems opposed to
‘what is said in 74 about bells used in cover scaring game.

402, High winds and rain greatly distu’ birds ; and if you are
a tyroin partridge-shooting you should thank me for recommend-
ing you, if you are ever so anxious.to get a few shots, to wait for
the first hour of sunshine after such weather,® and t.heu to hunt
the driest grounds, where you probably will find the birds not
feeding, but quietly reposing, after the knocking about they have
undergone. But, my youug friend, 1 should like to give you an-
other hint. When it is late in the season, instead of constantly
beating the denuded stubbles, try the wild uncultivated lands (if
there are any in your neighbourhood) where it is likely the birds
will be found searching f.r the common grass-seeds which they

neglected when more palatable grain could be easily obtained,
Wind without wet sometimes makes wild birds lie ,—probably
because they do not hear the sportsman's footsteps.

403. After you have sprung a covey, and succeeded in killing
the old pair, should the scent be bad, give the young birds time
to run a little before you let your dogs hunt for them. Late

in the season, in hot, dry weather, suc dela.].r is frequently pao-

* But there is this to be gaid in  for under t-he twofold annoyance
favour of your perpetually shoot-  of the gun and such weather the
ing in wind and wet—you will be  birds will fly to great distances to
acting a most friendly part by  seek for quiet shelter.
your less persecuting neighbour,
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ductive of much wood, for partridges will often at such times not
move an inch from the spot where they first pitched, therchy
emitting so little scent that an ordinary dos will not be able to
tind them, however accurvately you may have marked the place
where they opened their wings preparatory to dropping,

404, If, when hrst a covey rose, the old pair was knocked vver,
the younz ones would lic singularly elose, awaiting the aceustomed,
unspellable, unpronounceable parental call,  But there is a yet
stronger reason why the precedence and attentiom usually given to
age should not in the present instance be withheld.  Od birds,
whether breeding or baveen, drvive off the yonager ones during the
bceding season.  Some sportsien, Lam aware, deem this opinion
a vulear prejudice ; but, if it be well founded, coommon sense hida
us kill the old birds, that the young ones way have undistarbed
possession of the gronmd. They must be unusaally small sgneakers
if they cannot shift for themselves carly in September, partienlarly
if the weather be warm,  They will come to no harm, where
the keeper has done his duty as a trapper. On estates infested
with vermin, they will, of course, suttfer from the absence of the
warning parental ery.  There are conntry gentlemen who ao
su far as to have the old birds shot i August (when they can
readily be distinguizshed even in the most forward coveys), well
knowing that a jealous old pair of paotridees will take poszession
of as much ground in spring as would suflice for nearly half
lozen young couples, especinlly if the latter belong to the saone
covey, and are therefong: acenstomed to associate togethers foroeon-
trary to the general laws of nature, these bivds breed in aod in.

405. Old hen pheasants slhomlbd also he killed ofl ;—they are
harren, and are acensed of sueking the egus of the yonnger hirds,
They may be readily distinguished by their deeper and more
brilliant plumage.  As a cise in point,—

406, I know of a gentleman going to the North to reside on a
simall property where the gmone hald not been preserved for years,
He at once enzaved a clever keeper, whe joined him imnediately
after the conclusion of the sh wiing svason.  In a few duys the
latter requested to see his waster,

S Well, George, T fear you don't find minch game.”

The wther replicd, in broad Yorkszhire dialect, ** No-o, sir. no
—mndt nmteh, A’ been thratl (theongh) t7eovers, und secn some
auld budds—and, please, sir, I'd loike to shiat ‘vin,™

The sentleman started.  * Shoot then ! That's an edid way
of prescrving them, unless indeal you intend to stufl the.
Are vou mad? There may be only a few birds, but 1 suppose
a tew are better than none,”

** No-o, sir, no—they beant, A few auld budds is wuss than
none.”

‘* How's that? What do you mean "

“Well, I tell'e, sir—t"auld uns be zo stupid—jealous verre [ very)
—t missis is st dmes (sometimes ) ces verre—I sure she is. They
fight t* young uns, and eon’t do with strangers nohow,  Folks say
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—folks say & barren hen, if she foind (bnd) a nest, 'ill brak all
t' eres. A don't know about that ; perhaps they brak 'em 1" t
tighting, but they be brukken sure enacf. 5o ye see, sir, 'sposc
we have no bundds here, then t’ young 'uns, when t' auld "uns fight
‘em in neighbours’ covers, coom in here to uz—and foind 'emselve:
quite coomfortuble and bide. And b'sides, they'll know-théy-'ve-
nd-right—théy’ll know-théy-'ve-no-right thémsélves, and so fhey
wunt fight t' rew comers. There be siun gentlemen as shiits doon
one-third of their estate every year, clean vight away—and then
t' pheasants and t' partridge coom in like-o-0-0. Quite many of
them; yes, they do like t' settlars in "Merika, as 4’ do hear say.”

407. This homely reasvoning of the honest Yorkshireman * pre-
vailed, and a good show of game the fellowing season satisfac-
torily established the soundness of his views.

408. But we have been astray on the stubbles and in cover,
instead of attending to our friend (391, 398) shipe-shooting in
the marshes, and determining (for our own satisfaction, if not for
his) whether the companionship of a good dog would not have
ereatly added to his enjoyment. Doubtless it would ; for T appeal
to you,if you are a devotee to the double detonator, whether it be
not a magnificent thing to witness brilliant performance in fine
dogs -towatchtheir prompt obedience—theirgraceful action—the
expression of their intelligent countenances—to hupe at the first
feathering at ahaunt—to participate inthe nervous start onacloser
touch—to share in the exciting alternation of the cautious “road,’
and the momentary stop—to exnlt in the certainty of a sure tind
—to hesitate in the expectation of a sudden rise,—and, tinally, to
trimmnph in the fall of the noble old bird you have been steadily
following through all his wiles and stratagems? If we have tra-
velled over the past pages together, I hope you will further agrev
with mein thinking that,should you shoot over well-educated dogs
of your eiwn making, instead of to dogs broken by others, you
oratification would be as greatly increased as would have been our
Irish acquaintance’s, had he shot to really killing dogs, instead
of possessing none at all. I firmly believe that more than hall
the Eiea.aure a sportsman derives from shooting consists in
watching the hunting of well-broken dogs, and that his gratifi-
cation is nearly doubled if the dogs are of his own training. It
was this persuasion that, on our introduction to each other (3),
made me =0 strongly urge you to break in your dogs yourself.

409. I might urge you to do so from yet another motive. What
is there besides glorious hunting that ywill keep you in strength
and prime condition so long as shootingi Is not an autumnal ex-
cursion to the wild moors, or even homely stubbles, far mare in-
vigorating than a saunter at the most salubrious watering-place 1
And would not continued, though it may be diminished, zest for
the eport induce you to take air and exercise at a time of life

* This note about rearing phea-  printer has placed it in an Ap
santa, &c., is so long that the pendix. See page 333.
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when little else would lure you from the fireside? That shoot-
ing, then, may not pall upon you as years creep on, surely you
would do well to make the healthy recreation as attractive as
possible; and hunting dogs of your own breaking would un-
deniably lend it not only a great but an enduring charm.

410, A fondness for the beauties of nature, a sense of freedom
while one is inhaling the pure mountain breezes, and it may be
a consciousness of power, have made men bordering on fourscore
continue to love their guns with a feeling somewhat akin to the
fervour of their first love, as is well exemplified in an aged
tenant of Mr. W——n of Edinburgh, to whom I have been
vceasionally indebted for a capital day's sport.

411. Mr. W—mn wisiting one of his farms, found the old
man, who had been a keen sportsman all his life, labouring
under chronic rheumatism (eaught by injudicious exposure in
the discharge of his agricultural duties), so severe as to be
obliged to go about on crutches. After the usual salutations
at meeting, the farmer began :—

““May be ye'll think the place nec!eckit-like, but I'm no able
to look after the wark noo.”

““ Keep a good heart,” said Mr, W——n; *“‘things are looking
well enough. I suppose you are pining after the shooting—you
can get no sport now.

““Ye may weel think that,” replied the farmer, adding in a
sort of chuckle and confidential undertone, ** the auld gun and
me is no parted yet.”

“ But,” rejoined Mr. W n, ** you surely don't mean that
you can still kill birds? Yon can hardly manage that.”

1 can manage it fine,” observed the vther, with some pique,
““ The cart takes me to the neeps.®* The bit callantt helps me
oot. I hirplel on. When the dog maks a point, doon gang the
crutches—the laddie takes haud o' me, and though my legs is
neither straught nor steady, my e'e is as true as yer ain.”

412. Breaking in dogsis not onlyaninvigorating bodily exercise,
but a healthy moral training ; for to obtain great success, you must
have much patience and self-command ; and whatever may be your
rank or position in life, Beckford—not he of Fonthill, but the man
whose memory is held in veneration by all Nimrods for his admi-
rable “Thoughts on Hunting"—will not allow you to plead, as an
excuse, for what just pu:rssi'l:ﬁ}* may be want of enerey or sad lazi-
ness, that breaking in dogs for your own gun is an ungentlemanly
or unbecoming recreatiop. I grant he is speaking of instructors
of hounds, but his words in their spirit are fully as applicable to
the imstructors of pupils accustomed to the smell of gunpowder.

413. In his 22nd letter he writes, * It is your opinion, I find, that
a gentleman might make the best huntsman, [ have no doubt that

* Neeps, anglicé turnips. __ Callant, anglicé boy.
1 Hirple, anglicé Limp.
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he would, if he chose the trouble of it. I do not think there is any
profession, trade, or occupation in which a good education would
not be of service ; and hunting, notwithstanding it is at present
exercised by such as have not had an education, might without

ri-_. 3 & b ,“': .
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doubt be carried on much better by those that have. 1 will venture
to say fewer faultswould be committed, nor is it probable the same
fanlts would be committed over and over again as they now are,
Huntsmen never reason by analogy, nor are they much benefited
by experience.” I fear we may say the same of the generality of
keepers, for decidedly dog-breaking has not Lkept pace with the
manifest improvements in other arts. Few brizades—indeed few
dogs—are nnwadags broken like Major B——d’s (251), or Captain
J—n's (542). But I do not intend to say it is necessary ; all
that is merely for show might be advantageausly dispensed with.
414, It is hard to imagine what it would be impossible to teach
a dog, did the attainment of the required accomplishment suffi-
ciently recompense the instructor's trouble. Most of us have heard
of the celebrated dog ** Munito,” who, at some private signal from
his master, quite imperceptible to the spectator, would select from
a pack of outspread cards that which the spectator had named ot
the master in a whisper, or merely written on a piece of paper.
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416. In the unenclosed parts of France, when the young crops
are on the ground, you may freqiuent]y see a shepherd's dog trusted
to prevent the sheep from nibbling the tender wheat growing con-
tiguous tothe grass, which he peaceably permits them to crop within
a foot of the tempting grain; but he is keenly watching, ready to
dart at the first epicure who cannot resist a bite at the forbidden
dainty; and so nbﬂ,r and zealously does the dog discharge his duties,
that even in such trying circumstances will the shepherd leave his
sheep for hours together under the charge of their sagacious and
vigilant gnardian. Inasimilar manner, a couple of dogs, stationed
one at each flank of alarge flock, effectually protect the vineyards
from their depredations. The latter you will think not so remark-
able an instance of discrimination as the former ; for, compared
withthe difference in appearance betweenthe herbage and the vine,
there is but little between the young grain and the adjacent grass,

416. Who has not read with intense delight the tales of the
almost incredible intelligence and devotion to their duties of the
Scotch collie dogs, as related by the Ettrick Shepherd? He
mentions one which, when his master was speaking, evidently
understood much of what was said.

417. T know a lady who had a small, nearly thoroughbred King
Charles. Deing one day desired by her mother to ring the bell,
she turned to the dog, and said, very energetically, " Fairy. ring the
bell.” The little dog had no previous training, but she had been
observant, and was imitative. She immediately sprung at the
bell-rope, and pulled it. ** Fairy,"” indeed, unfortunately pulled
with great violence—#the rope came down, and so alarmed was she
(remember how I have cantioned you never to alarm your pupil)
that no subsequent coaxing enuld induce her to return to the bell.
But if she had not been frightened, she might have become aa
serviceable a bell-ringer as the little dog that preceded her in the
office of pet.  That predecessor (the mention of a wseful pet, though
a lady was not his instructor, will, I'hope, redeem my character
with the fair sex) saved his young mistress from many an inter-
ruption of work and study, by ringing the bell on command. And -
** Bob" was discreet in his sponfaneous ringings. He never rang
without a cause ; but if he was unreasonably detained by himself,
or a visitor's knock remained too long unanswered, the tardy
attendant was warned of his remissness by a loud peal.

418. A French lady, who is fond of animals, at my request
committed the following anecdote to paper : —

419. ** My dear Médor, a beautiful red and white setter, was
remarkable, I am toM, for many rare qualities as a sporting dog ;
but, of course, none of these could be compared, in my eyes, to his
faithfulness and sazacity. I looked wpon him as a friend ; and
I know that our affection was mutual. I could mention several
instances of his intelligence, I might say reflection, but one in par-
ticular gave me such delight that, though years have since passed
away, all the ciremmstances are as fresh in my memory as if they
had occurred but yesterday. T was returning from school at Ver-
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sailles, and having rang uselessly for a little time at the front door,
[ went round to the carriage-gate to have a chat with my silky-
haired favourite. Helarked anxiously; thrusthiscold nosethrough
an opening near the ground ; scratched vigorously to increase its
size ; and in numerous ways testified great joy at again hearing my
voice, I put my hand under the gate to caress him, and while he
was licking it, I said in jest, but in a distinet, lond voice, * Dear
Médor, I am shut out—go, bring me the keys." Itso happened that
the stable where they usually hung was not closed. Médor ran off,
and in a few seconds returned and placed them in my hands. 1
willnot attempt to describe mygratification at such a striking proof
of his intelligence, nor his evident pride at seeing me enter the hall ;
nor yet the fright of the servant at thinking how long the street-
door must have been carelessly left open. * Médor deserves that
hiz life should be written,’ said I to my uncle, when afterwards
telling him the whole story; *I am sure his deeds are as wonderful
as those related of the ** Chiens célébres " by De Fréville.'

* My setter was immediately declared * Keeper of the Keys,
and forthwith invested with all the rights of office ; nor was this
confidence misplaced. He would never give up his charge to any
one but to my uncle or myself ; and always seemed fully sensible
of the dignity and responsibility of his new position,”

420, .&nutﬁer anecdote touching keys,

A family residing at Chepstow had a house with a gate leading
into the castle-ditch, and they used to pass through it almost daily
in ‘order to avoid the bustle of the town. The key of this gate
was kept in the kitchen, and a black retrie per, Sultan by name, was
accnstomed to ask the cook for it by pulling her dress until he suc-
cecided in bringing her under the nail on which the key was hung,
anid he always returned it most honestly when the family had done
with it. One day, however, having brought it back as usual, he
funnd the cook too busy to attend to him, and, growing impatient,
he trotted off with it, and for a whole fortnight it was missing. At
length Miss ——, being much inconvenienced by its loss, armed
herself with a whip, and, standing by the gate, called the dog, and
saitl in avery determined tone, ‘* Now, Sultan, bring me that
Ley directly.” Off he went to a gooseberry-bush, scratched up the
key, and brought it to her. He had, probably, found the same
spot a safe depository for many a bone.

421. Mr. A n, with whoimn I was slightly acquainted,—a man
of great originality, and singular shrewdness and intellizence, had
A dog called Tafty, who had a remarkable aptitude for comprehend-
mg whatever was told him. e knew by 3ame every member of
Mr. A—n’s family, though composed at least of ten individuals.
On his master’s sayi n% , Tatly, give so-and-so a grip,” the dog would
to a certainty take hold of the right person. *Harder, Taffy, give a
harder grip;” the dog would b:te more firmly. At the third order,
“Harder, my boy, yet harder,” the party aamulted would be too
glad to sue for mercy ; for no one dared to strike Taffy excepting
Mr. A n. Even to him the animal never submitted quietly, but
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kept growling and snarling whenever he was being punished—in-
deed, on more than one oceasion lie fonght for the mastery, but un-
successfully, for few men are more resolute than was Mr. A——n.

422. Tafly was an admirable watch-dog, and fully sensible of the
responsible duties that devolved upon him, It happened that, in
a violent storm, late one evening, when Mr. A n was frum
home, the force of the wind drove in the front door. Taffy forth-
with commenced a search from the bottom of the house to the
top, apparently to ascertain that no stranger had entered, and he
then went downstairs. Next morning he was found lying across
the door-mat, where evidently he had remained the whole night,
although the cold and wet had been niost severe.

423. Taffy's character was so established as a sagacious, faithful
guardian, that Mr. A— —n's sister-in-law, feeling nervous at her
husband’'s being obliged to leave home, begged the loan of Taffy
for a few nights, Mr. A——n consented, and ordered Taffy,
manifestly to his great annoyance, to remain at the house. Four
days afterwards he reappeared at home, when Mr. A—-—mn, in
the belief that he had run away, was about to beat him, but was
persuaded to suspend the punishment until it was ascertained
whether Mrs. —— had not brought him into the neighbourhood.
About an hour afterwards she arrived to make inguiries about
the dog, who, she said, had left her house the moment her hus-
band put his foot withinside the door.

424, Taify was also a sporting character,—I fear I ought to say
a poeching character,— for he was a peeuliar dog, he had peculiar
ideas (would that suchideas were more peciliar) on the subject
of game, and fancied all means lawful that ensured success. In
the Isle of Wight there once were (probably the spot is now
drained) ten or twelve acres of marsh-land, nearly surrounded by
water, much in the shape of a horseshoe. It was a favourite
resort for hares, as Talfy well knew. His bulk prevented his
ever having a chance of catching any in a fair run; he used,
therefore, to dodge about between them and the outlet, and
would so worry and distress them that he was pretty certain
of eventually carrying off one as a prize.

425. We all remember the story of the unfortunate tailor
deluged with a shower of dirty water by the indignant elephant
whose proboscis he had imprudently insulted in the morning by
pricking it with his needle, instead of presenting the expected
delicacy. It would npum as though Taffy had heard and under-
stood the anecdote. e was once pelted with stones by some
boys from behind a wall : having then no means of retaliating, he
seemed to take the affront qmetlf, but he did not forget lt he
patiently bided his time, and, as opportunities nE'ered, nvenged
himself upon each successively by knocking them down in the dirt;
nor did he allow one to escape unpunished, though some of them
avoided him for three weeks or a month. There were six offenders,
and he made all the six expiate their offences in a dirty kennel.

426. Indeed, Taffy would never allow anybody, young or old, to
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lay tricks upon him with impunity. On one occasion, when the
}:u.-h-ouren had left off work to take their dinners, one of them
amused himself by offering Taly a picee of bread stuck on the
end of a knife, and by suddenly turning it over, managed to
give the dog a rap on the nose with the handle, on his attempting
to seize the proffered gift. Tally bore the joke patiently for some
time ; but at length, thinking that his good-nature was unduly
taxed, and perceiving alzo that the loaf was fast decreasing, he
determined to turn the tables. Bristling up, therefore, he jumped,
open-mouthed, at the man, and so alarmed him that in lus fright
he dropped the bread, and Tafly quietly walked off with it, much
to the delight of the bystanders.

427. Though Taffy's natural parts were so great, they were
donbtless improved by education. If Mr. A——n ever ealled the
dog's attention to a thing by pointing at it, the dog would, to
nearly a certainty, bring it to him when he had got well ont of
sight, and was, therefore, not likely to be suspected of participatin
in the robbery. Many a time has Tafty ron off wath the fincst Iisﬁ
from the side of the unsuspeeting angler, who, until he was en-
lightened upon the subject on its safe restoration, may in his be-
wilderment havegravely considered whether, under very favouring
circumstances, it would be possible for a trout to possess the samne
vitality and power of locomotivn asan eel. It always tended to the
maintenance of the piscator’s proverlaal repmtation forpaticnceand
equanimity that he should not detect Tully in the commission of
the theft; for the dog wonlid constantly sheg tizht rather than give
up the prize. Heevinced yetureater adroitnessinsceuring pigeons.
Un numerous occasions bets have been laid, and rarely lost, that he
would bring home the particular one indicated to him out of alarge
flock feeding on the ground ; for he would patiently erouch, —per-
haps affecting to be asleep,—until it incautiously afforded him the
opportunity of seizing it; but so careful was he of his charge, that
he invariably delivered it up to his master perfectly uninjured.

428, With all his cunning and eccentricitics, Tafly was * passing
honest,” and seldom purlvined on his own account ; but I regret
to say it is recorded of him that in a mowent of weakness and
hunger he yielded to temptation. The instance was this. Tafly
observed a woman seated at a cottage-door fecding her child.
He earneatly begged for a share, but in vain. Remarking, how-
ever, that she frequently turned round to dip the spoon into
sumething, he contrived %o creep behind her without her per-
ceiving him, when to his satisfaction he disgpvered a basin of pap
on the floor. It was too hot to gobble up at once; so waiting
quietly until her attention was drawn away, he cautiously took
“I]-:t'h“ crock and trotted off with it—to the good woman's disinay,
who was wondering what had become of her dear haby's dinner
—and, without spilling any of the contents, carried it to a cun-
venient distance, where he leisurely ate up all the carefully pre-
pared food, leaving the basin perfectly undamaged, and as clean
a8 if it had been washed by the most praiseworthy housewife.
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429. Other stories could be told of Taffy’s sagacity, but these
you wllhi:rnhahl}r think more thansufficient. However, you would
perhaps like to hear how he was bred. No one can tell you more
than that, judging from his appearance, he must have had a strain
of the New foundland in him, for the circumstances attending his
birth and parentage are nearly as singular as his character.

430. A ship was lost in a storm off the Needles, in 1811. No-
thing was saved, not a plank whereon was a letter to indicate to
what country she belonged. For some weeks afterwards, a farmer
in the Isle of Wight found that regularly every nizht one of his
sheep was destroyed. A watch wasset. The culprit was at length
discovered to be a strange, savage-looking dog, supposed to have
escaped from the wreck. For many, many nights it baffled its
pursuers, but was at length wounded, and tracked by its blood to
a cave, where it was killed. Three young pups were found. One
of them, the said Taffy, was saved, and brought up by hand by
Mr. A——u. who became so fond of it that their attachment might
almost be said to be mutual. Taffy lived admired and honoured
beyond the term of life usually nsmgne:l to the canine race.

431, Jesse® narrates many instances similar to the foregoing, in

Lord Brougham, in his * Dia-
logues on Instinet,” gives anec-
idlotes showing the great sagacity
of animals. He writes : * The
cunning of foxes is prgverbial ;
but | knmow mnot if it was ever
more remarkably displayed than
in the Duke of Beaufort's country,
where Reynard, being hard pressed,
fisappeared suddenly, and was,
after strict search, found in a
water-pool up to the very snout,
Ly which he held on to & willow
baiigh anging over the pond. The
ciinning of a dog, which Serjeant
Wilde tells me of as known to
him, is at least equal. He used
too Lie tied up as a precaution
wsinst hunting sheep. At night
Le slipped his head out of the
collar, and returning before dawn,
ﬁut on the collar again to conceal

is nocturpal excursions.”

4]l animals are more or less
ennning. The cunning of monkeys
—I do not quite like using that
word ; it harzl'l:,r does them ]uﬁhca
—is pearly as proverbial as the
cunning of foxes—but it is not
g0 generally admitted that the
monkey has an innate sense of the

ludicrous ; and it would surprise
many to betold thatita mischievous
ropensities frequently arise, not
rom a spirit of wanton destruc-
tiveness, but from a consciousness
of fun—from a feeling of enjoy-
ment at thinking of, or witnessing
the embarrassments created by its
pranks, Yet it is so. Captaio
H e. when in the Tth Fl.lsll;iarn,
mentioned to me that the suilors
of the ship ip which he returned
from the Mediterranean bad two
pet monkeys on board. The older
one not being so tame as the
smaller, a belt with a short rope
was fasteped round his waist, n
order that he might be occasionally
tied up, and as this belt had chafed
him he greatly disliked its being
touched. One hot day when the
monkeys were lying beside each
other on the deck, apparently
azleep, H——e observed little
one raize himself softly, look at
his companion, and feeling assured
that he was asleep, sin &num
quietly, elose hizs eyes, and
the obnoxious belt a sudden tmtnh.
The other instantly sprang up,—
perceiving, however, nothing near
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his amusing work on Dogs—a book likely to convince the most
sceptical, that few among us give the canine race credit for half the
sagacity and intelligence with which they are really endowed. He
asserts, and I, for one, fully agree with him, *‘ that there is not a
faculty of the human mind of which some evident proof of its
existencemaynotbe foundin dogs. Thus,” he says, ** we find them
possessed of memory, imagination, curiosity, cunning, revenge, in-
genuity, gratitude, devotion or affection, and other qualities.”
432. To this list he ought to have added jealousy : only this year
I heard of a stronger instance of it than I could have imagined
possible. Walking near Devonport, I met a man with two small
dogs ; one was evidently a foreigner. Apologising for the abrupt-
ness of the question, I inquired from what country the animal
came. ‘‘From Japan.” I then asked whether he had ever bred
from the other dog, a most varmint-locking, wiry little terrier ; he
replied that she was three years old, and had never had but one
pup, which, because he was fondling it, she had deliberately killed
that very morning, although it was six weelis old, and she was still

nursing it.

I cannot say that she manifested either sorrow for ita

him but the little fellow (seem-
ingly) in a deep slumber, he laid
himself down to continue his siesta.
After a while the young tormentor
cautiously peered round; when
satisfied that his friend was again
in the arma of “ Mr. Murphy,”” be
repeated the disagreeable twitch
with yet greater success —the old
chap becoming thia time delight-
fully puzzled.

A third time the little rascal,
after the same precautium= as be-
fore, endeavoured to play off his
trick,—but he was foiled at his
own weapons. The old gentleman,
suspecting him, bad cunningly
pretended to be asleep; and on the
small paw quiet'i{ approaching his
sensitive loins, he jumped up—
geized the culprit in the very
fact, and forthwith gave him a
drubbing that taught bLim more
rezpectful manners during the
remainder of the voyage.

But to return for a moment to
foxes., A story is told in the
family of Mr. C——e R——n (286)
of the sagacity of these animals,
to which he gives implicit cre-
dence. Adjacent to their old
family house stands a yet older

high tower, the sumwit of which
commauds an extensive view of
the surrounding country, and con-
sequently of the several rides lead-
ing to the building. From this
elevated position his grandfather
was one morning watching the
hounds drawing some neighbour-
ing covers, when he saw a fox
steal away unobserved, and hide
himself in a few furze-bushea. The
pack passed by at some distance
from him, and Monsieur Reynard
must have begun congratulating
himself upon his escape, when to
his horror he perceived two lag-
ging skirters approaching his place
of eoncealment. Instead of break-
ing away in an opposite direction,
he at once went forth to greet
them,—lay down, playfully wag-
ging his tail—and pave them a
pressing, and doubtlets sincere,
invitation to join in a game of
romps, The ruse was successfal,
The hounds came up, paid him the
compliment of sniffing at him as
he rolled on his back humbly
admitting his inferiority, and then
cantered off to join their com-
panions. Uﬁc;: this, Pug at once
retreated to his first covert.
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luss, or repentance of her unnatural conduct ; on the contrary, her
joyous gambols seemed to evinee her delight at having removed
from her path a dreaded rival in the affections of her master.

433, ‘E'Jl:a must all admit that they have much reflection, or they
would not evince the good judgment they so frequently dlapl ay in
unusual circumstances—circumstancesin which mere instinet conld
im no way assist them.* An industrious couple, who lived high on
the side of one of the romantic Ennerdale Hills { Cum berha.ml}, in
a cottage which had descended through several generations from
father to son, used to gather fuel in a neighbouring wood. 'They
often took their little daughter with them ; but one evening, whilst
hunting for wild flowers, she strayed beyond their sight or hear-
ing. They searched unceasingly for their lost darling as long as the
waning light permitted them to distinguish objectsamidst the thick
folinge ; and then, with heavy hearts, turned towards home, the
father endeavouring to cheer the mother with the hope he could
not himself entertain that the little girl might have wandered toher
accustomed haunts; but they had the grief of finding that she had
not returned ; and fruitless also was the anxious searchrenewed by
torchlight. The poor mother mechanically spread out the fruga!
supper, thinking it possible that her husband might partake of the
foud she could not taste, It would, however, have remained on the
board untouched had not the old dog seized a large slice of the loaf
and rushed out of the cottage. The father quietly observed, “1
never knew the dog to thieve before.” Ere the day had fully
dawned, they were adiin hunting the wood ; but they could dis-
cover no trace of their child. At breakfast-time the dog, as on
the preceding evening, j:urluined a piece of bread. The man
was about to strike the depredator, but his wife, her countenance
radiant with hope, stopped him with the exclamation, “I am
sure he knows where Agnes is.,” They ran down-hill after him,
and at length found him near the edge of the lake, lying on the
child to keep her warm. She appeared quite satisfied with her
position, and extremely pleased with her shaggy companion. In
her small fat fingers she grasped the stolen bread, together with
many flowers she had gathered.

434. Yon may have seen the account of the marvellous tricks
which Monsieur Leonard, by kindness and perseverance, taught
his dogs Philax and Brac. That a dog could be tutored into
playing as good a game of dominoes as a man, may sound pre-
pcratﬂmusly unreasonable, but the respectability of the writer

mpels us to give credence to the recital.

.db.:'rﬁ I, also, had once the honour of playing a game of dominoes
with a le:u‘ned dog, whose celebrity, however, was far inferior to
that acquired by M. Leonard's clever pupil. Tt thus happened.
As I was crossing the Place St Sulpice, at Paris, I saw a large

Is not the capability of form- upon the exercise of the reasoming
ing & good judgment in unusual  than the instinctive faculties ?
gircumstances more dependent
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crowd collected in a cirele of considerable dinmeter ronnd a man
who was exhibiting tricks with dogs. He had a great variety.
Six were yuked in pairs to a light carriage.  On the roof sut a
terrier dressed up wmost fantastically, and who with diflieulty
retained his elevated position when the carrinre was in motion,
T‘Wﬂ others,—one an extremely small animal, called the ** petit
Caporal,’—were favoured with places in the interior, There
were, also, two slight greyhounds and a Russian poodle.  Total,
a dozen. It may be worthy of note that all—with, I believe,
ﬁl‘f]j‘ one exception—were of the maseuline gender.  They were
miserably thin, but 1 must admit that they appeared attached
to their wmaster.

MINI AND " DUMINDGS, "—Puar. 434

430, When I juined the group, the showman was making a dog.
dressed in a petticoat and smart cap, dance a minuet.  Then a
greyhound leaped, of course graccfully, through a hoop held by
a boy over his head ; and afterwards trotted, as ungracefully,
on three legs. affecting extreme lmmeness on ecach altermately.
The man then promised numervus surprising feats if he could
but eollect as many as twelve sous.  On siimming up the coppers
thrown to him, there appeared to be thirteen.  This he averoed
to be such an unlucky number that he dare not procecd unless
pome benevolent, Christian-like person would break the charm by
adding another sou. His demand was immediately complicd with,

In order to increase the size of the arena—at least, such 1 con-
ceived to be the reason, it certainly had the effect—he drove the
cur fast round the circle, He then spread ten cards un the four



246 CARD TRICES. [ca. xrv.

sides of an old cloth, about five fect long, and of nearly the same
width. Each eard bore a levibly-written nunber from 0 to 9.
He invited the spectators to ask for whatever number they
pleased, provided it did not hold doublets, nor contain more
than four of the cyphers; asscrting that his doss, without the
least assistance from him, wonld bring, in vegular order, the
several cards vepresenting the required number ; and to create,
as it seemed to me, the impression that it was o matter of perfect
indifference what dog he took, he unyoked one of th lewders,—
a close-cropped, small Dane,—and called him to the centre. I
begred a lady who was leaning on my arm, and whose ¢ycs are
renerally sharp enough, to wateh the man most carefully. Some
one demanded 1824, The dog went round and round the cloth
as if examining every eard separately, and lifted, in regular suc-
cession (carrying them one by vne to his master), the several
numbers composing 1824, The dug committed no blunder ; and
did not long hesitate in making his selection. Another person
in the crowd called out for 29, when the dog was e uﬂr;artc-
cessful ; and on neither occasion could the lady or myself perceive
that the man gave the slightest sign. At one time I thought I
had detected that he took a short step forward, as if to receive
the card, when the dogy was about to grasp the vight one ; but I
was soon aware that 1 had only found a ** mare's nest.”

437. When reharnessing the Dane to the caurrviage, the show-
man gave out that, if duly paid, he could exhibit before the
“ respectable and discriminating company " the feats of a far
more wonderfnl anifial, He collected what satistied him ; and
producing two similar packs of common playing cards (say a
dozen in each), he bade the Russian come forth and astonish the
public. The man distributed one pack along the borders of the
cloth ; and handing round the other pack, he begged as many of
the company as pleased to take a card. Five or six did so. The
man then showed what cards remained in his hands to the poodle,
desiring him to point vut those that had been taken. The dog
walked round and round the cloth, and one hy one fetched the
correzponding cards,

438. The uﬁmnua.n still more astonished the gaping crowd by
assuring them that this dog’s intellect was so extraordinary and
wonderful, that he eould read their most seeret thoughts ; and to
prove the truth of his assertion, whilst telling a good-humoured
tiacre-driver, well known to many of them, to think of a eard, he
successfully forced * one upon his sight : and after coachee had,

L

* 30 adroitly obtruding (or
furcing) a particular cand of an
outzpread juwk upou the votice of
au unsuspecting party, that Lie un-
besitatingly sclects that identical
card, This trick 1s performed very
effectively, having previvusly con-

-cealed the eight of a suit, by t=w-

porarily converting the seven inte
the eight Ly lightly sticking on a
Lt of papercut into proper shape,
nted of the samwe colour as the suik
The metamorphosed card i3 foreed
upon one of the audience, and the
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eeably to the showman's desire, whispered to a neighbour
what it was, the dog, without taking much time for reflection,
selected the true card from among those lying on the cloth.

439, The expressions of admiration and bewilderment this
feat elicited having somewhat subsided, the showman again laid
out those cards on which the numbers were written. There was
a large public clock easily visible from the Pluce: he held the
dog’s head towards it ; requested him to look at it attentively,
and tell the gentlemen and ladies the exact time,— orst the
hours, then the minutes. It was a quarter past two.  The dog
brought 2 for the hours, and then 1 and 5 for the minntes,

440. Having now sufficiently worked upon the imagination and
credulity of the observers, the showman drew forth a quantity of
small folded papers of various colours : and having spread them
along the edees of the cloth, he solemuly protested that the dog
would tell the fortune of any of his hearers who wounld first give
him a som.  As a guarantee for the dog’s ability, he told them
they might compare the several fortunes written on the papers
selected for them by the dov, however nmmerons they might he,
when it would be found that, without a single exeception, the
canine magician wonld have foretold to each what could only
happen to an individnal of lis or her zex.  The charlatan reaped
a plentiful harvest, for the temptation was strong—to female
curiosity especially ; and no one eould prove that the dog was
€Ver in error.

441. After a laughable exhibition of aeveral of the dogs mareh-
ing in procession, which he ealled “ the carnival of Venice,” he
affected suddenly to discover that none of the dogs had been
allowed a game of dowinces. He again nnyoked the Dane, and
asked if any one was willing to become his antagonist. As no
one would step forward, whether from bashifulness or fear of
necromancy I cannot say, I avowed my willingness to play.
There were fourteen doninoes, I drew seven. The others were
arranged for the dog on the cloth, far apart from one another,
He had the double six, and he inunediately took it up to begin
the game. 1 followed ; and we alternately played a piece in the
most orderly and regular manner, the dog carrying the dominoes
to the man to place for him ; wagging his short stump when he
found (from his master's manner), that he was right ; and, to do
him justice, he never made a mistake.

442, Although I was now close to the showman, I could not
remark that he gave the least signal ljy look, or by motion of
hand or foot, but I fancied—this, however, may be only another
“mave's nest,” though I cannot think it was—that I hearfl hin
make a slight chuckling sound # (with his tongue aguinst the

exhibitor mavages unperceived to  showwnn's wish to increase the

remove the deception with hislittle  size of the circle (436}, and keep

finger when reshuflling the cards.  his audience at a respectable dis-
* This would account for the tance, well out of hearing.
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roof of his mouth), whilst the dog was walking round from
domino to domino, which ceased when he approached the right
domino, leaving the man at liberty to jest and talk nonsense for
the amusement of the crowd. He had evidently a long string of
ready-prepared witticisms. He laughed at the dog for being so
long in making up his mind as to what it would be most judicious
to play ;—told him that he had been so hospitably treated by the
good Parisians, that it was evident his brains were not so clear
as they ought to be, &c., &e. : all which verbiage I suspect the
dog took as a confirmation that he was making the selection his
master wished. The man promised to call upon me ; but I was
obliged to leave Paris sooner than I had expected, and I never
saw him again.

443. Our attention, however, perhaps you will think, ought to
be confined to instances of intelligence and high education in
sporting dogs. Well, then, in the next chapter I will speak of
what some dogs of that class do in this, and some are trained to
do in other countries,—facts for the truth of which I can vouch ;
and I hope the account will induce you to believe I am not un-
reasonable in asserting that we have a right to require greater

excellence in our sporting dogs than what is now regarded by
most of us as satisfactury,



CHAPTER XV.

ANECDOTES OF DOGS ON SERVICE ABROAD. RUSSIAN SETTERS,

#+. Dogs for Hunting Bears in Indin,—#5. Polygar Dogs for Hunting Wild Hog
in | adin,—#8, Beaters in Indin ; the greater utility of Dogs.—4i7. Moogral
Pointer in Indin which proved of great valoe.—418. Cross between Poiuter
and India Dog recommended ; in Note, Arabd Greyhounds. —#8. Coolnass
necessary in attacking Iarge Game, —450 to 437, K——pg's critical encounter
with Elephant.—458, Sketch of Scene, —468, 460, —Wounded Elephant, —
461, Pot shot at Bear to be potted. —62, Skull of [ndino and African Elepbant
differs.—#53 to 467, M——e bearding Lion in Den. —88, Hindu's estimate of
COUTAEE of Europeans, Encounter with Wild Boar. —460. Strong Grayhounds
for killing Eangaroos in Australin, —70, Gréyhound bunted with Faleon,—
471. The Crecle Sportsman swl admirable little Cur, —472. His good general-
ship with Wild Hog, —473. The naoral of the Story ; iu Note, Guinea Chicks ;
Guinea birds' eggs, how taken. Cross with Moscovy Drake. - 474, 475, Quan.
tity of Ash at Newlonndland., Dog Fishing. =475, 3ir H—d D—a.—77. 10
480, Newloundland fetching back Fox,.—431. Siv George B—k, R N.—I52 Lo
488, His Terrier " Muta ” leading him to Musk Mull. — 458, His Sketch of the
Scene, —400. Lord M——f ; the dogs ** Captain © and ** Sawarrow."—481. Dot-
and-go-one, with his old Pointer.—492. How fairly done by * Captain.”-
493, Brenkers, not Doga, in faalt ; they could be tueht aoything. - 484 * Rap"”
(s Pointer) bunting covers with Springers and Terriers.—485. ** Shot™ (a
Pointer) of alternate days, bunting with Houwds and standing at Birds. —
1848, How aceounted for,—07. Affection an meentive o exeriion ; Dropper
alternately pointing Grouse and Snipe; Grouse.dog to be rted when
poticing Snipe.—488. Capital Dropper from Bussian Better ; difficalty of pro-
puring Busainy Settérs, —460. Bet raspecting superiority of two Keepeérs inthe
Highlands ; how decided.—500. High-priced dogs anght to be highly broken,

444. Bears of the common species which we often see led
about are very numerous in the hilly districts of some parts of
India. In rocky, nearly inaceessible places, the natives hunt them
with a strong-set wiry dog. This dog is trained to wateh for his
opportunity, and leap very high upon the chest of the bear, and
seize his throat. Yon would, perhaps, think this the most disad-
vantageous position which the dog eould select, enabling Bruingto
erush him in his powerful conbrace,  Not so.  The well-instructed
creature draws himself up so high that the bear, in lieu of crush-
ing his ribs, merely presses his hips,—and the bear’s arms, instead
of injuring his opponent, are often his best protection ; for the
ammals frequently come rolling together to the foot of the hill,
where the hunters despatch poor Bruin with their spears,

445. In other parts of India the natives chase the wild hog with
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a coarse dog of the Polygar breed. The dog is tanght to svize
the hog between the hind legs when he has turned his head to
meet some other assailant, and to retain the liold until the
hunters come up.

446, Talking of India, however, I eannot hielp digressing,  Why
ghould not more Europeans vesiding in that eoantrey have dows as
well trained for birds as the natives have for the bear and hog (]
have often thought what much finer sport 1 should have enjoyed,
when I was serving theve, if T had then gained as mueh expericnee
in dog-breaking as I now have,  As too many younyg fellows, be-
longing both to the Queen's and Company's service, frequently
complain of their inability to kill fime—(time which so svun kills
themn 'y—it is a pity more of them do not take to the innocent
ammsement of dog-breaking.  The broiling sun * makes all game
lie so close in India (except very carly in the morning, and towards
the close of day) that the best bheaters, unless the munber be un-
usually great, leave nearly a dozen head of game behind them for
every one that is sprung, cspecindly in jungly ground.  The evil is
partially, I allow, but very partially, remedicd in grass-land, by
attaching numerous little bells to the long cord carvied by the line
of beaters. I have heard of this plan being pursued in England
in the absence of doys, or when the scent was unusually L.

447. The object at that time of wy especial envy was a nonde-
seript belonging to an oflicer of the Company's service, with whom
1 used occazionally to shoot near Beleanm.  The animal had, I
fancy, some cross of flointer in his composition ; so little, however,
that he never pretended to point.  He used just to * feather ”
feebly when he happened to get near any goone; and as he was a
wretchedly slow potterer, and never strayed (for hunting it could
not be called) far from his master, all that he did put up was
well within gun-range. His owner thus got nearly twice asmany
shots as any of his companions, How wmuch his sport would
have been inereased had he possessed a good dog !

443, Now therc are some native dogs+ in India with not a bad
nose (thoese, for instance, which arc employed to hunt the porcupine
at night), and a breed from themn with an European pointer Lwould,

* We speak vot of the delight-
ful Neilgherry hills, nor the val-
leys of the magniticent Himalaya
mountains.

+ The really wild &= of Iudia,
#-the Dhole,—hunt by pose, and
in packs.

= Pointer rather than setter, not
only on aceount of hia shurter coat,
Lut becanze hiz puse scems Letter
vuited to a hot ¢limate, This cross
would be bardy : and prove ex-
tremely useful when the pgrain-

ficlds are cut ; but mn bigh prass
and strong jungle a team of Clun.
bers would be invaluable, They
eonld wot, however, be kept healthy
in the low, hot lands. We must
naturnlly expect that io the conl
partz of India the true English
puointer for setter) wonld be found
more eervicesblethan the best cross,
For thoze who are fond of coursimg
in India, what a pity it ia that it
should be so diflicult to procure
good Arab pgreylounda.  Whilst
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doubtless, prove extremely useful. Their strength of constitution
would compensate for acknowledged inferiority in every other re-
spect. A cross with the Spanish Don would probably Lie the hest,
and the easiest broken in, as he is so steady and full of point. But
the Hidalgo would be of little service out of the kennel. From
his natural inactivity and weight, he would soon knoek up under
an Indian sun. Three ur four pups would be enough for the dam
to rear. Those most like the sire should be preserved ; and they
might be kept in good health, if they were occasionally treated to
a little ealomel overnight, with castor-cil in the morning, and
allowed full liberty to run about for an hour every morning and
evening, Iknew some greyhounds of a purely English breed, but
born in the country, which were thus mamntained in capital health.
They belonged to the only litter that the mother ever had. The
climate, which is generally fatal to England-born dogs, killed both
the parents within a year after their arrival in India, It is best that
the pups should be whelped in the latter part of the year, as they
would then acquiresome strength before the settinginof the hottest
weather, and be of an age to commence hunting at the beginning
of the following cool season. The companionship of dogs in the
jungle adds much to the security of pedestrians. A timid yelp
or a clamorous bark gives timely notice of the vicinity of every
disagreeable, dangerous neighbour, and enables the sportsman to
take a cool deliberate aim, mstead of having to make a hurried
snap-shot at some stealthy pauther or tiger, or the far more formid-
able foe, a solitary buffalo. The habit_of placing the fore-finger
alongside the stock, and not letting it touch the trigger until the
moment of firing, proves very valuable in these critical circum-
stances, Many a barrel has gone off, even in the hands of an old
sportsman, before he properly covered some vital part of his first
royal tiger. The certainty of ignition afforded by a detonator
gives great confidence to the present generation of sportsmen.
Even in the wettest weather, the waterproof caps manufactured
by Eley and others seen to ensure an instantaneous fire.

449, Great presence of mind in moments of unforeseen, sudden
peril is undoubtedly a giit; but calmness and self-possession,
fortunately for sportamen seeking * large same " (burrah shicar),
as it is technically termed in India, can be acquired by reflection
and habit.

460. A friend and old fellow-passenger of mine, one of the
Colonels K——g,—a name that will long be remembered at
Hythe,—evinced in 1816 as much coolness aa I ever heard of.

I was in the country, but I speak
of many years ago, |l never siw a
decent one. A far better descrip-
tion of dog, and one which would
keep healthyin the hotteat weather,
n.ugpht. be imported (if expense was
po consideration} from the upper

parts of Arabin, where an admi-
rable, short-coated pgreyhound is
reared for different kinds of cours-
ing. The best dogs are greatly
valued, and it is a question whether
our noble breed is not originally
derived from this stock,



252 ROGUE-ELEPHANT. [em. xv

He was then on the staff at Ceylon, and used, while accompany-
ing the Governor on his annual tour thronghout the island, to
have magnificent sport in places rarely visited by Europeans.
Indeed, his character as a slayer of elephants was so fully esta-
blished that he was often ealled elephant-king.”

451. On the party arriving one morning within the Mahagam-
pattoo district, the Governor said to K——g, *“ Burely you will
not attack the desperate brute that lately killed those villagers
and the two letter-carriers 1"  The sportsman modestly replied,
“I cannot say, sir; perhaps I may.” Now it is well known that
a rogue-elephant is always a formidable animal ; but one recently
driven from a herd by a strunger bull is particularly dangerous.
In his malignant rage he often wantonly attacks whatever he
sees; and there are several instances of his having displayed
extraordinary patience in waiting for imprisoned men who had
climbed into trees, or retreated into caves, to avoid his fury.

462, The elephant the Governor referred to was, at that time,
the terror of the surrounding neighbourhood ; for when maddened
by jealousy and rage at being expelled after a severe conflict from
the harem, and smarting from the blows and wounds inflicted by
his more powerful rival, he had ventured to attack an unfortunate
labourer, and finding how slight was the resistance offered, he
had since sought opportunities for wreaking his vengeance on
man, of whom he had now lost all his former instinetive dread.

4b63. About four o'clock, as the Governor, Lady B——g, and the~
staff, &c., were seated atedinner, which was nearly over, a message
that caused some excitement among the hearers was delivered to
K—yg. The Governor inquired about it. K——g explained
that the Shircarree set as a watch had reported that the much-
dreaded “ Rogue " had just left the jungle and appeared upon the
plain, K——g asked leave to attack hun, Lady B g begged
that, escorted by a few gentlemen, she might be allowed to watch
his proceedings from some safe spot. This K——g acceded to,
but stipulated that he was then to be left entively to himself.
(Un getting a view of the low ground, and observing several
herds of elephants scattered over the extensive plain, her lady-
ship became nervous, and returned to the encampment. Her
brother, Mr. B———t and Mr. G. (now living in London) re-
mained ; and K g placed them in a secure position amidst
some trees standing too elose together to admit of the elephant’s
forcing his large body through, should he be merely wounded,
and perchance take that direction.

454, After carefully examining the localities, K——g made a
détour to prevent the * Rogue™ from winding him. There was
some brushwood, but no trees, to cover his approach. The vindie-
tive solitary animal was apparently brooding over his wrongs in
an open space rich with the luxuriant vegetation eonsequent on
tropical rains. He began to feed, striking the ground with each
fore-foot alternately, in order to loosen the grass from the soil
He then collected the herbage with his trunk ; but before carrying
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the mass to his mouth, shook it carefully to free the roots from
earth. This pave K——g the opportunity, stealthily and creeping
low, to get undetected about twenty paces in rear of him. There
he knelt and anxiously awaited the turn of the head that should
expose some apot not completely protecting the brain.

456, Long did he watch, for the elephant, when not engaged in
feeding, stood mut.lunlasa, save an occasional whisk of his cord-
like tgl or the flopping of his huge ears. At times, however,
he would slightly bend ia head when with his pmhnscis scatter-
ing sand over his body, in order to drive off some troublesome
insect; at which moment the hopeful sportsinan would lmmaleaslj'
eock his piece, but only to again half eock it in disappointment.

456, Messra, B. and G. became impatient, They Fm:u:& the
elephant must have stolen away; and a peacock happening tofly
over their heads, they fired at it. On hearing the noise, the
elephant wheeled and perceived K——g. He curled his trunk
under his neck, lowered his head, and charged. The most vaulner-
able spot was thus presented. K——g's barrel was deliberately
poised, EL cool aim taken, and the trigger pulled ;-—but it yielded
not ! % felt, he told me, ““a choking sensation “—certain

eath was before him ; but instantlg remembering that he had
replaced the piece on half-cock, he brought it from his shoulder
—full-cocked it—raised it again to level—and with unshaken
nerve, and unerring precision, a second time covered the vulner-
able spot. Down with a tremendous crash dropped the ponderous
brute, first on his knees, then on his ckest; and with such speed
was he eharging that he almost made a complete somersault in
the act of falling stone-dead near the feet of his mmgamti\rer
puny conqueror—vanquished by skill and cool intrepidity.

457. The party on descending found K——g endeavouring to
climb up the enormous carcase,. They feared the animal might
be only stunned, but K——pg satisfied them by probing to its
brain with his ramrod in the direction the bullet had taken.

468, Colonel W, (the Q.-Master General), who was of the parts,
made a spirited sketch of the scene. 1 have more than once d-
mired it. It iz admirably done in red chalk., K-——g is scen
standing upon the prostrate elephant, and a number of the natives
are represented in their picturesque costumes, making grateful
salaams to the *“brave sahib" who had slain their formidable
enemy. Underneath the sketch is written * The Mighty King."

469, My friend’s nerves were so little affected by his narrow
escape that he killed two more elephants the same evening, and
wounded another, It wasalong shot across the river. The anima'
was feeding. K——g waited to aim until he could bring its temple
g0 low as to align with the elbow, when the head wonld be in a
favourable “wsilion for a well-directed ball to penetrate to the
brain. Butvhe two-ounce bullet missed the temple ; it, however,
struck the elbow and tractured the bone. Darkness was gradually
coming on,—the river was full of alligators,—there was no bridge,
il defer despatcling
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the poor creature wntil daylicht the next morning. He left it
|||-.-1'luu!u.-:]h-l ciileavouring to make nse of the fractured limb by
frequently lifting it with his trunk and placing it in front,

THE MIGHTY KING. —DPar 153

460, Colonel W., whose artistic sketeh shows that he was an
undeniabile hand at the pencil, whatever he might be with the
ritle, was snbitious of bene able to say he had killed an elephant,
He, therefore, begwed leave to give the wounded animal its conp
e preaee, 1t was found wallowing in an wdjacent butfalo hole.
Colonel W, wot within twelve yards of it, but bespattered by
the mnd the disabled beast threw over him—the novel and ouly
defenee it conld make—his aim was so uncertain, that, after
all, K ¢ haud to pmt the sufivrer out of its misery.

461 Colonel W. s mubition reeadls to my mind a singular adver-
tixcent, though I cannot think that even hewould have answerel
it izl he been in London at the time. It appeared in the papers
miany years ago, but was too ludicrous not to be still in the recol-
leetion of many, A perfunmer in Bishopsoate Street Without oave
nnlif_';, m conspicnons characters, ' TO SPORTSMEN,” that a
aplendul Bear was to be killed on his premises, at which they
might have a shot by paying—I now forget what exact sum.

462, T awm told that an examination of the skalls of the Asiatie
and African elephants would show a marked ditference betweenthe
two, and explain why the Intter animal cannot be instantaneously
killed, Inthe Agiatic elephant theve is a spot about the size of o
wian's hand between and somewhat nbove the eyes, where a bullet




I,

CUCLTATHE

A

A=

[RFTEI

Par,

o Woole the Unflia Doy Neelabol loipe gosedd 2lig slweiwl by trigger,”






. xv.) ENCOUNTER WITH LION. 251

can casily penetrate to the brain when the head is earried low
whereas the brain, it is said, of the African clephant is as effectually
guarded on the forehead as elsewhere.  This might be inferred
from a perusal of Gordon Cumming's exciting book. Murray
would not print many of the startling anccdotes related in the
manuscript, fearing tﬂu!r might throw discredit upon the work.
But it is, | think, to be regretted that he did not trust more
to the discernment of the public, and to the strong internal
evidence of truthfulness afforded in the descriptions given of
the habits of the various beasls which the author had singular
opportunities of observing.

463. The mention of Gordon Cumming’sname, which is naturally
associated with feats of cool daring, leads one to speak of an vld
fellow-sportsman of his at the Cape of Good Hope. Doubtless
there are men of whom it may be almost averred that they know
not the sensation of fear. Of this number was Gordon Cumming's
friend Captain G. B. M——e of the 46th. Alaa! we must say
““ was," for that brave heart has ceased to beat.

464. Whilst quartered with his regiment at the Cape, M—oe
took constant opportunities of encountering single-handed the
real lords of the forest in their own wild domain; and nomerous
are the stories told by his brother officers of his hair-breadth
escapes. Gordon Cumming and he often shot together; and I
have heard it said that at a time when his left armu was so mmich
injured as to be perfectly useless, he went close up to a lion,
which was standing over Cumming's prgstrate body, and, with
his right hand aiming at the animal's heart, made the Caffre boy
behind him pull the deadly trigger. And does not the little
fellow’s heroic conduct, who placed such implicit confidence in
his master's address and nerve, claim much of our admiration !

465, M e's couraze was reckleas, Having more than once
failed in getting a shiot at a formidable lion which had committed
great ravages, and was reported to be of immense size, he deter-
mined upon tracking the beast to his rocky fastness, and forcing
him to a hand-to-hand combat in his very den. One moming a
recent spoor* enabled him to tind the cave he sought, the entrance
of which was so contracted that in order not wholly to exclude the
light, he was compelled to lie down and erawl in upon his elbows,
Pushing the muzzle of his gun before him, slowly inch by inch he
“B]l)::t on, expecting every moment to see the large, glaring, cat-like
eyeballs, or to hear the menacing growl. Hissight becoming more
sccustomed to the gloom, he was enabled to ecan every crevice, and
was gatisfied that the master of the habitation could not have yet
returned from his nocturnal rambles. Bones of large size Were
strewn abount, as well as others whose suspicious appcarance

pted the involuntary reflection that the absent animal waa
in very truth the dreaded ' man-eater " who had sv lung bafied

Impression of feet.
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all pursnit. Nothing daunted, but rather aroused by the
thought to an increased determination to destroy the monster,
M——e resolved guietly to await his return,

466, Hour after hour passes. The shades of evening fall. The
bark of the jackal and the howlings of the hym®na, showing the
advance of night, meet his ear,—but not the longed-for roar of the
expected lion, Surely he will again seek his lair while the bright
moon yet favourstheintrepidsportsman. No—hecomesnot. Com-
plete darkness sets in—darkness intense in that deep recess ; but
ere long the discordant sereams of the peacock announce the earl
dawn, and after a while the hot beams of the sun again hush a.l}i
into silence, save the busy hum of innumerable insects, Horrible
suspense ! The weary hours drag on—still he returns not; and
there still sits M ¢, but not the man he was. Anxious excite-
ment—want of sleep—and, above all, the deprivation of bodily
stimulants, have done their work. He was agitated and unnerved.
Toyuote hisowin words when afterwards recounting the adventure,
he “would have given worlds to have been away, or to have had a
flask of brandy.” What madness, he thought, could have tempted
him to seek such certain destruction? Had the taint of his feet
raised the animal's suspicions? Was his presence detected? And
was the shaggy monster watching outside, eronching low, ready to
spring when his victim should be forced byhungertoemerge! Quit
he dare not; yet to remain with nerves unstrung was terrible. In
his diseased state of mind imagination conjured up awfully har-
rowing scenes in whicl) man in his feebleness had succumbed ;—
and was it really decreed that his crushed bones should mingle
unhonoured and unnoticed with the heap around him? Hours that
seemed days of torture passed away—again the sun reached the
zenith—again it sets—and again it shines upon the remains of
huge limbs, and upon those of slighter mould that bear a fear-
fllltv close resemblance to his own! The sun has sunk behind
the summit of the distant hills, already the short twilight com-
mences. Can he survive another night of horrors, or shall he,
risking all, rush forth1

467. Suddenly a deep and angry growl is heard. It acts as
music upon his sonl—his nerves are at once restored to their
pristine firmness—strong is his pulse—steady his hand ; his
countenance lights up with hope and animation ; and as the
cave is darkened by the entrance of its legitimate but no longer
dreaded owner, the favourite barrels are deliberately levelled
with the accustomed deadly aim.

- 468, The Hindoos, who are naturally an inoffensive timid race,
have an almost fabulous reverence for the courage of Europeans,
whom they often term fightingdevils—anepithet applied inno dis-

araging way, but, on the contrary, as the highest of compliments,

he assistant-surgeon (B——h)and a Lientenant (D——n), of a
regiment to which I onee belonged on the Indian establishment,
were travelling up the country. On arriving early one morning
at their breakfast tent (which had been sent forward as usual the
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preceding evening), they were met by the Cutwal and principal
men of the small village, bearing a trifling present of fruit.  After
many sulaams, the deputation said that the villagers were in the
ereatest distress, —that an enormous wild boarand asow had taken
up theirabode inthe neighbouring sugar plantation,—that the crop
wis fully ripe, but that whenever the labourers ventured in to cut
the canes they were driven out by a charge of the swine ; that the
whole body, women as well as men, had united more than once in
anattempt to alarm theintruders with the noise of tomtoms, cholera
lrorns, firing of matchlocks, &e., but that the unclean lnutes would
not leave, and that the inhabitants had nearly resigucd all hope of
saving the crop, when they had the happiness of hearing that an
English officer was expected, who, as a matter of course, could have
no objection to shoot the vicious animals, D—mn and B——h
willingly consented to start directly after breakfast. The former
was a keen sportsman, but the latter had never fived a gun ; how-
ever, he said he would do his best ; and being furnished with an
old musket, he sallied forth “at fixed bayonets,” Almost the
moment they entered the covera crashing noise warned them to be
on their guard, The boar, without an instant’s hesitation, rushed
at the invaders, making a special selection of the individual least
accustomed to arms, B——h, in no way daunted, dropped upon
his right knee, brought his firelock to the charging position, and
calmly waited to pulltrigger until the formidable beast wassoclose
uponthebayonet that he knocked the piege out of B——h's mrasp,
and sent him spinning heels over head. On regaining his feet,
B— —h found that his formidable adversary was already dead ; the
bayonet, much bent in the encounter, was buried deep in his huge
chest ; and subsequent examination showed that the ball had
severed his heart into two nearly equal portions, The sow had
appa_renﬂg'quiukly becomeaware of the mischance that had befallen
her mate, for she ignominiously fled from the field at her best pace,
In reply to the thanks, congratulations, and encomiums bestowed
upon the worthy assistant-surgeon for his success and admirable
coolness, he quietly observed that all was well that ended well ;
that it was an awful beast ; and that he would take precious good
care never voluntarily to encounter such another ; that he had
had his first shot, and fervently hoped it would be his last.

469. To hark back, however, to our subject.  Greyhounds of a
large rough kind are trained in some parts of Australia to course
the kangaroo. A kangaroo when he is brought to bay * would
digable a great number of dogs, however bold and strong they
might be, should they incantiously attack him in front : for while
he is sitting upon his hind-quarters, or standing apright, he can by
one blow, or rather strike of his hind-leg, which is furnished with
hnge claws, tearvpen the strongest greyhound from the chest down-
wards ; and many dogs have been thus killed,  As soon, therefore,
as a large kangaroo is seen, a well-edwcated brace of greyhounds are

== P =l
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slipped. Forsome time, by a succession of enormous bounds, the
aninal keeps far ahead of his pursuers—especially when running
nphill, where he is as much favoured by his long hind-legs, as a
hare is by hers,—and all are soon lost to the sight of unmounted
hunters. “When he has been overta':en and brought to bay, one of
the trained dogs keeps him there ; and this he does barking round
and round him, threatening every moment tofly athim, The other
dog returns to the hunters, and leads them to the spot where his
companion is detaining the kangaroo ; and so completely does the
noisy assailant engage the attention of the unfortunate beast, that
the hunters are frequently enabled to approach unperceived, and
stun him with a blow over the head. An old kangaroo is there
termed by the hunters ** an old man ;" * the flesh of a young one
is, however, by many considered very delicate eating. A powerful
dog will kill a small kangaroosingle-handed ; and if properly taught
will then seck for hiz master, and conduct hin to the body.

470. In Persia and many partsof the East greyhounds are tanght
to assist the faleon in the capture of deer. When brought within
rood view of a herd, the bird is lown, and at the same moment the
dogis slippéd. The rapid sweep of the falcon soon carries him far
in advance, It is the falcon who makes the selection of the in-
tended victim,—which appears to be a matter of chance,—and a
properly trained greyhiound will give chase to none other, however
temptingly close the alarmed animals may pass him. The falcon ia
instructed to aim at the § ead only of the gazelle, whosoon becomes
bewildered, sometimes receiving considerable injury from the
quick stroke of itsdaring adversary, Beforelongthe gazelle is over-
taken by the greyhound. It is not always easy to teach a dog to
avoid injuring the bird, which is so intent upon its prey as utterly
to disregard the approach of the hound. Death would probably
be the penalty adjudged to him for so heinous an offence ; for a
well-trained falcon is of great value, You can readily imagine that
neither it nor the greyhound could be properly broken unless the
instructor possessed much judgment and perseverance. The sport
is very exciting; but the spectator must be well mounted, and
ride boldly, who would closely wateh the swift, varying evolutions
of the assailing party, and the sudden evasions of the helpless de-
fendant, The edncation of this faleon is conducted on the same
principle as that of the cheeta. —(Note to 284.) The lure is a
stutfed gazelle, It iz placed at gradually increased distances.
The raw meat isfixed between its eyes, and the concluding lessons
terminate with the sacrifice of a few tame or maimed deer, a

riion of whose warm flesh 1s given to the bird as a reward for

is aid in reeapturing the unfortunate creatures.

471. Anofticer quartered at Antigua nsed occasionally to obtain
permission to shoot on an island called Barbuda, in the possession
of Sir Bethel Codrington. It is a strange spot, a coral rock just

h-r!' The North American trappers apply tbe same term to wn old
BVET.
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emerging from the sea, ita highest point being no more than one
hundred and twenty feet above the water. The lorses, cattle, and
everything on the island are wild, save the manager and two over-
seers, its only white inhabitants. The former (I speak of the year
1835) was a splendidly built man, not very refined, but full of
energy, an excellent shot, and an indefatigable sportsman. No
Indian had a keener eye for a trail. A turned leaf or a broken
twiz told him the path, and almost the distance, of the hog or deer
which he was pursuing through the dark intricacics of stunted trees,
cactus, and long grass, with which theisland is, in a great measure,
covered. Asmallmavgy-looking mongrel, with along thinmnzzle
and lanky body, always accompanivd him. The sagacity of this
brute and his powers of scenting game were most remarkable.
He cenerally walked about ten yards in front of his master, and
suddenly throwing his nose highin the air, would quicken his pace,
and trot up-wind. Gradually again his pace would slacken, the
trot was changed to a walk. the walk to stealthy creeping, when he
would raise each foot with the greatest caution, putting it down aa
noiselessly as though shod with velvet, most carefully avoiding the
crisp leaves and dry twigs, for fear of making the shghtuest sonnd.
Presently he would stand stock-still (the inclination to puint is, I
think, more general among dogs than many mensuppose) and look
at his master ; but he never did this unless the game was well
within shot, His master would now peer closely round, and his
eacle-eye never failed to detect the tip of a horn, or a dappledspaot,
showing where a fullow-deer was feeding®  1f there was a flock of
Guinea-birds* (which are numerous in Barbuda), the sagacious

Guinea-birds being much prized
in such of the islands as poasess
but little game, many are reared
st the farms of the planters. The
negroes dig up ants’ nests, which
are dizagreeably numerous, and on
bringing one into the yard, dash
it vivlently upon the ground, when
the chicka eagerly scramble for
the contents—the insects and the
egra.  By-the-bye, much is said
about the difficulty of taking cpps
from Guinea-birds without making
them alandon their nests. The
would-be purloiner, in answer to
his inquiries, is often recommended
to keep as far as possible from the
pest ; and, that it may in no way be
eoptaminated by hia touch, to re-
move the eggs (fl.i.l"i.llg the absence
of the birds with an iron or silver
spoon, baving a long stick at-
tached to it as a bandle ;(—but it

is seldom told him,—and therein
lies the real secret,—that in ad-
ditivn to such precautions, he
never ought to rob a nest without
leaving at the least three eges, It
18 surprising how many may in thia
way be taken. | know of a single
pair of guinea-birdsa being thus
robbed in one spring of po less
than eighty-four,

Having got into a Creole's poul.
try-yard, 1 am unwilling to quit
it without observing that few
better birds are reared thun his
eroes between comwon ducks and
a Muscovy diake, It is Tound
necesanry carcfully to puard against
the ungainly gentleman's having
any rival of the wrdinary breed
in the neighbourhood ; for if the
opportunity were afforded them,
the ladies would to a certainty
forsake their cumbrous lord for
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little creature would wait until the gunwas elose to him, and then 4
to prevent their running, wonld dash in and spring them.

472, Tf a hog was in the wind, the enr dashed off immedintely,
following the animal until it stopped at bay, when a shrill bark

WARM GREETING OF A GREAT "RORE."—Dar, 478,

warned the sportsman of the seeneof action,  Thetiny animal had
many a sear on his rageed hide, eut by hogs, with whose ears and
heels he frequently took liberties ; but, up to the time that the
officer left that part of the world, the dos had esenped seriousinjary
by lus good generalship and activity.  He certainly had a very just
estimate of his own plivsical powers, for with young porkers he
stood om little ceremony, rashing into them at onee, and worrying
and holding them until the hunter came to his assistance.

473, You might draw a useful moral from this long story by
considering for a moment what kind of sport our Creole acquaint-
ance would have had, and what numberof Guinea-hivds, wild hogs,
and Aeer (capital shot as he was) he wonld have killed in the year,

- 1

flee common duck. 1 have known
thie Lirds to be reared in this

the more active commoner, Al-
though the true Muscovy is very

contse eating, the hybrid is as
much an improvement upon the
flavour as it 15 upon the suee of

country, and often wondered that
the plan was not more generally
prarsued.
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had he been obliced to speal to the little enr when hunting,
The calculation, 1 fancy, would not be found dithicult from th
number of figures employed in the enumeration,

474, You may think the foregoing a tonch yarn, but I have nov
in my mind an instance of sagacity ina Newfoundland, apparently
s0 much less entitled to eredence, that I shonld be afratd to tell 1t
(though the breed is justly celebrated for its remarkable docility
and intelligence), if its truth could not be vouched for by Capt.
L——n, one of the best ofticers in the navy ; and who, when I
had the gratification of sailing with him, commanded that nuble
ship the ** Vengeance."

470. At certain scasons of the year the streams in some parts of
North America, not far from the coast, are filled with fish to an
extent youcould scarcely believe, unless you had witnessed it—and
now comes the Munchausenstory. A real Newfoundland, belonging
to a farmerwho lived near one of those streams, used at snch times
to keep the house well supplied with fish. He thus managed it :—
hie was perfectly black, with the exception of & white fore-foot, an-

INVITATION TO A *WHITE-BAIT" DINNER. —Par. IT8,

for hours together he would remain almost immovable on a amall
rock which projected into the stream, keeping his white feot hang-
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ing over the ledge asa lure to the fish. Heremained so stationary
that it acted as a very attractive bait ; and whenever curiosity or
hunger tempted any unwary fish to approach too close, the dog
plunged in, seized his victim, and carned him off to the foot of
a neighbouring tree ; and on a successful day he wounld catch a
oreat nmmber.

476. Thave another anecdoteofayoung Newfoundland, told me
by General Sir H——d D——as, to whose scientific attainments
the two sister services, the army and the navy, are both so greatly
indebted. He bred the doz in America, having most fortunately
taken the dam from England ; fortoher address in swimming, and
willingness to **fetch,” he and his surviving shipwrecked com-
panions were, under Providence, chiefly indebted for securing
many pieces of salt pork that had drifted from the ill-fated vessel,
and which constituted their prinecipal food during their six weeks’
miserable detention on an uninhabited island.

477. Atastation where he was afterwards quartered as a sub-
altern, in /08, not far from the falls of Niagara, the soldiers kept
a tame fox. The animal’s kennel was an old eask, to which he
was attachefd by a long line and swivel. The Newfoundland and
the fox soon scraped an acquaintance, which, in due course,
ripened into an intimacy.

478. Une day that Sir H——d went to the barracks, not seeing
anything of the fox, he gave the barrel a kick, saying to a man
standing by, “Your fox is gone !” This sudden knock at the back
door of his house so alafmed the sleeping inmate that he bolted
forth with such violence as to snap the light cord. Off he ran.
The zoldiers felt assured that he would return, but Sir H——d,
who closely watched the frightened animal, had the vexation of
observing that he made direct for the woods,

479, Bir H——dbethoughthim to hieon Neptuneafter Reynard,
on the chance of the friendscoming back together inamicable con-
verse. It would, however, appear that the attractions of kindred
{more probubly of freedomn) had greater influence than the claims
of friendship ; for, instead of the Newfoundland's returning with
Pug as a veluntary companion, after a time, to the surprise and
dehight of many spectators, the dog was descried, with the end of
the rope in his mouth, foreibly dragring along the disappointed
fox, who was strugeling, manfully but fruitlessly, against a fresh
introduction to his military quarters.

480. “*Nep" was properly launded and caressed for his sagacity ;
and Sir H——d was so satisfied that he would always fetch back
thedox perfectly uninjured and unworried, however much excited
in the chase, that the next day, after turning out Reynard, he
permitted the officers to animate and halloo on the dog to their
utmost. When slipped, though all eagerness for the fun in hand,
““Nep™ took up the trail most accurately, hunted it correctly, and
in due course, agreeably to his owner’s predictions, dragged back
the poor prisoner in trivmph, having, as on the previons veeasion,
merely seized the extremity of the cord.
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481, Forthe following anecdote I am indebted to Sir G o
B——k, the intrepid and scientific navigator, whose name will
be mentioned as long as British deeds of the present century are
cited, descriptive of bold daring and perseverance in surmount-
ing the greatest difficnlties,

482. ** On the 8thof September, 1834, after a laboriousmorning
spent in ascending a part of the Thlew-ge-chéh-dezeth, or Back
River, we were detained by the portage of the *Cascades,” While
the men were actively employed in carrying the things across, I
was equally busy in the tent, working a series of observations
which had just been obtained for longitude, &e.

483, ** A little dog, a species of terrier, called ‘ Muta ' from her
silent, quiet habits, was my only companion, She had been the
faithful follower of my party to the polar sea, and, independently
of her value as a good watch, was not only a pet of mine, but had
managed to become a great favourite with all the others.

484, ““ * Muta’ had left the tent for upwards of an hour, but
retwrned in great haste, bustled about inside, rubbed against ine,
and with eyes bright and eager stood looking in my face. Find-
ing I paid no attention to her, she rushed out—came back, how-
ever, quickly ; and standing over the gun, which wis near me,
again looked imploringly at me. Once more she sprang outside,
and barked anxiously. -

485, “* Still T eontinued my calculations ; and perhaps twenty
minutes might have elapsed when Muta, warm and panting, leapt
upon me—ran to the pun—then to the opening of the tent, and
evinced such very unusual restlessness that I couldnot help faney-
ing something must be wrong, Being alone, I thought it well to
be prepared, and accordingly puta ball into my second barrel, —
there always was one in the first,—and followed her out.

486, ** Her joy wasunbounded, and perfectly noiselessly sheled
me such g distance that I thought she was deceiving me, and 1
chidingly told her so ; but she still persisted in going forward,
pleaseg though excited. I walked on a little further, when, con-
ceiving I was but loging my time, I turned back, She ran round
to intercept me, and =o earnestly resisted my attempts to retrace
my steps, that I yielded to the appeal, and again consented to
accompany her.

487, ‘*She brought me to the edge of agully, fully half a mile
from the tent, partly sheltered by willows. ﬁ’ere she stopped.
Thinking she had tricked me, I began to reproach her, on which
she darted like lightning into the underwood, barking furiously,
when, to my great surprize, out rushed a largemusk bull, which
unluckily I only wounded, to Muta's manifest disappointment,
and my own great annoyance.

488. “Poor Muta's sad fate is recorded in the 462nd page of my
Narrativeofthe Arctic Land Expedition of 1831-4-5, and she may
be seeninthe mouth of the white wolf that killed her, safely housed
in a glass case within the walls of the "™ tad Service Institu-
tion,”
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489, Atmy request, Sir G——ekindly drew thespirited sketch,
which T have had engraved, of the scene he so vividly described.

BCENE ON THE 'THLEW.EE-CHOH-DEZETH. —Far. 457.

490. Dining one day at the hospitable Loard of Lord M——f,
lie told me that many years azo an uncle of his, an excellent
sportsinan, lent him a brace of short-lhuired English dogs, yelept
“Captain,” and * Suwarrow,”—martial names! yet notinappro-
priate, you will think, when you hear some of their feats of
strategy. “*Captain ™ moreover, had other warlike propens:ties;
he was a close-knit, powerful dog, and there was no peace in any
kenunel he ever entered until its boldest inmates had conceded
to him all the privileges of commander-in-chief.

491. Lord M f and a friend had obtained perinission to
shoot on a considerable part of an extensive valley in Perthshire,
lying at the foot of *Schichallion ;¥ but unfortunately they
had not the sole right,—a similar favour had been granted to a
Lune man, but no lame sportsman, who for sume days greatly
annoyed them. Start when theywould, and take what line
they might, Dot-and-go-one with his old pointer was sure to be
on the heather before them.

492, “ Captain "and ** Suwarrow " bore this for some time with
greater apparent patience than the gentlemen. Onone occasion,
however, when the inferiority of the ground they were compelled
to take was more than usually obvious, * Captain’s " blood was
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fairly roused,—he could stand it no longer. Leaving his com-
panion, he crossed at full speed to the other side of the valley,—
not, as might possibly be surmised, to wreak his vengeance upon
the old pointer,— but, strange to say, to hunt at his best pace the

und in front of his rival, and raise, not point, every grouse he
could find. When he conceived he had done enough mischief,
or perhaps thuught he had driven a fair proportion of birds to
Lord M f's side of the valley, he quietly returned to his usual
duties— duties which, be it remarked, he always performed most
steadily. As an evidence, on the evening of that very day, in-
stead of pointing, as waa his wont, he dropped, on unexpected|y
wetting into the midst of a pack, and did not stir an inch until
all the birds had suc essively risen. You will surely think his
right to be considered a first-rate tactician is fully proved,—when
you read 530, you will perhaps allow that ** Suwarrow ™ has an
equally good, if not superior, claim to the title,

493. And will not these evidences of great sagacity and, except
in the few last cases, instances of good breaking—and they might
multiplied, I was nearly saying, ad infinifim, for every sportsman
could furnish some—convinee you that it is our own fault if our
high-bred pointers, setters, and retrievers (which can fearcely be
surpassed in docility and intelligence) are indifferently educated 1
It is not that they cannot understand, but that we, either from
want of patience or reflection, cannot make ourselves under-
stood., The fault is owrs, not theirs, They might, indeed, almost
be taught anything—even things quite omposed to their nature

_—if we did but act more reasomably, and were not in most
cases supinely content to atng g0 very far short of perfection,
apparently grudging a little additional trouble.

494. In the ** Sporting Magazine " for May, 1834, a likeness
iz given of an admirable pointer named “* Rap,” of whom it 1s
recorded that ** he often hunted in the woods with springers and
terriers, all which time he played in both characters, and in both
excelled. No sooner, however, had he returned to his especial
occnpation as a pointer, than he became as steady as ever.’

495, 1 knew intimately an excellent shot (T, F——e, of the
TGth), who, some years ago, during one of the many disturbances
in County Tipperary, was quartered with a detachment of men
at a gentleman's house, in rather a wild part of the country.
The proprietor kept a small seratch-pack of harriers, with which
the officer's pointer, called Shot, became very intimate. When
the hunting season commenced, Shot accompanicd them to the
field, joined in the chase, and performed uncommonly well ;
indeed, he frequently led the pack, and yet, singular to say, he
continued as steady as possible when he was shot to. As you
may well suppose, it was a source of much fun and laughter to
the Nimrods to see, regularly hunting with their harriers, a dog
which possibly had stanchly pointed at birds the preceding day.

406. Thou { I had bred and educated him myself,—he was the
dog of which% spoke (139) as behaving so wellon the Galtee moun.

T
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tains when firstshown game, —no one conld be more surprised than
1 was at hearing of so novel a display of intelligence. It is partly
to be accounted for by the fact that none of his high animal spirita
and self-confidence had been destroyed by severity in breaking. I
can conscientiously aver that I do not think I whipped him more
than twice in the whole course of his training, and I am certain not
once harshly ; and his next owner was equally kind,—I might
more correctly say, equally judicious.

497. As a dog that loves you, and possesses proper self-confi-
dence,—though, at the same time, he entertains due respect for
your authority,—will always exert himself to the best of his abili-
ties to please, it remains but for you to direct those abilities
aright. ‘* Shot,” you see, poinfed and hunted on alternate days.
A little bitch, that I knew, would, on the same day, set alternately
different kinds of game, according to the wishes of her naster.
She belonged to a Mr, B——e, near Templemore, and, with the
exception that she had no established judicious range, was one of
the most killin duga to be met with in a long drive. She wasan
ugly, Shﬂrt—tniﬁld ropper ; in appearance not worth three half-
erowns, She was capital on snipe ; but on the bogs, if you were
in expectafion of meeting with grouse, and, in consequence, re-
ir=ad to fire at one or two snipes, and slightly scolded her for
puinting them, she would immediately leave off noticing them,
confiding herself entirely to hunting for grouse. If you shot a
snipe, and showed it to her, she would imimnediately recommence
seeking for the long-bil's, But this would be a dangerous lesson
to teach a dog ever likely to be required on the moors. A dog
trained for grouse should invariably be rated whenever he notices
snipe ; lest, after toiling up the side of a mountain on a broiling
day, in expectation of hearing the exciting ** Whirr-r, whirr-r,"”
you be only greeted with the disappointing *‘ Skeap, skeap.”
On the other hand, if you live in the lowlands, and think you
may hereafter wish to take your dog out snipe-shooting, make him”
occasiomally point one in the early part of his education. It is
often difficult to bring a partridge-dog to notice snipe, whereasa
snipe-dog will readily acknowledge partridge on account of the
stronger scent.

498, Many sportsmen are of opinion that droppers inherit
more of the bad than the good qualities of their parents ; but oe-
casionally one of a litter, ke Mr, B——e"s bitch, turns out an
admirable dog, and proves a valuable exception to the supposed
rile. Some time ginee I heard an officer of the Engineers ex-
patiating upon the excellent qualities of a dropper (by his pointer
“ Guy ) ont of a Russian setter, which, as he said, belonged to
me many years ago : but he was mistaken. I never possessed one.
I wish I had ; for T hear the breed is capital,—that they are very
easily broken,—are very intelligent,—have excellent noses, and
great endurance, but not much speed,—and never forget what
has been once taught them : in this respect more resembling
pointers than our setters, which are often wild at the beginuing
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of a season. Could we, by judicious crossing, improve them half
as much as we did the old heavy Spanish pointer,* what glorious
dogs we shall possess | It 18, however, very difficult to procure
them even in Russia of a pure breed ; for so few sportsmen in
that country think of shooting according to our system, that but
little attention is paid to their fine setters. .

499, If your patience is not exhausted, you shall hear (as told
me by an old commanding officer of mine, Major 8——u) now,
many years agn, a bet was decided in the Highlands, as to the per-
fection in dog-breaking attained by two rival keepers. It wasin
the month of August, and there was plenty of game. The doga
produced by the two competitors performed so brilliantly, —were
hunted so nﬂiselessly,-%unﬂered their ground so systematically
and independently,—and worked so zealously, dyet cautiously,
that the awarding of the palm seemed to be a difficult matter.
At length one of the keepers obtained the decision of the umpirea
in his favour by the following feat. He made his three dogs, in
obedience to a low whistle and a sign, at a moment when all three
were separately setting, retreat from their several points without
flushing any of the birds, and take up each other's pgints, each
dog remaining stationary until he was individuaily shot over.
This great command, I suppose, but I cannot assert it positively,
must have been gained by much such kennel discipline as is de-
scribed in 30. It would appear, too, as if a distinet whistle or
note had been employed for each dog (505).

500. I only advocate instruction that ® really useful ; there-
fore, I merely mention this instance of excellent breaking aa
another evidence of the great perfection to which our well-bred
dogs can be brought ; and as it is certain they can reach such
perfection, I think you will admit that every high-priced dog
ought to be far better educated than is customary. Indeed, [
trust, if you are an enthusiast on the subject, that you will not
only agree with me in requiring that he be as fully made as I
have described, and as I am of opinion is absolutely necessary
(393), but that occasionally you will wish him to be yet further
instructed in some of the still higher accomplishments or
refinements, which, if you are willing, we will now proceed te
consider,

Improved as regards shape and action, but not as to stauchness
and nose.
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DISTINGUISHING WHISTLES., “ BACKING '™ THE GUN. RETHEAT

601

FROM AND RESUMPTION OF POINT. RANGE UNACCOMDANIED
RY GUN. HEADING RUNNING BIRDS.

A DISTINGUISHING WHISTLE FOR EACH DOG; dismlvanince of
employing but oue Whistle for several Dogs ; supposed Cise.—a02. Anothor
Caze,—503, Third Coaze,—50b Reader will odmot correciness of reasouing,
—505. Dissimilar Whistles, or distinet notes on one Whistle, —506, Boatswuin's
Whistle almost 4 musical ipstrument. —507, Railway Whistles ; Porieons’;
gencral %ule for whistling.—508, Portecus' pewly-invonted Dog Whistles
=5, DOG TO BACK THE GUN ; how touprht ; it creates Coution ; in Note,
sagacity of Fawn Antelope in coneealing itzelf ; want of like zagacity in Peg-
fowl, Poriable rest for Rifle—510. Advantage of Doy backine the Gun,
=611, American Wool-doek,—B612. DOG TO RETREAT FROM POINT AND
REZTTAME IT.—513. How taoght,—&l4. Shows Dog object for which ho is
bunied—516. Mot tonch®too early.—516. Dow’s Consciousinss of its Object,
=017, Pointer do:ng it spontanecnsly.—618. Sotter which wus tuneht to do it.
=519, Surprising nuthor by wolunteering the feat,—i20. Irish Sefter re-
treating from and resuming point at Hore.=521. Biteh that barkod wheo
puinting apd hid in cover.—522. DOG TO HUNT FROM LEEWARD TO
WIKDWARD, UNACCOMPANIED BY GUN ; bow tawsht, —a528, A werefel
Dog ranning down-wind wouald not spring hirds. —&24. The vreat ailvantages
of the Accomplishment,—525, DOG TO HEAD RUNNING BIEDS; could
be tought.—526. Tolfrey's ** Bportsmnn in Frunce,"—5627. [ustunee of Doz's
gpontanecusly heading, and thus intercepting, red-legeeid Partridges. —
624, 52, M—i's " Albert * volonteeriug to bead Guinea lirds, —5p0, Loed
A f's " Buwarrow " spontanscusly beading running Grouse ; then keep-
inr his stern towards them.—531. How sccounted for.—562 Not go extru-
ordinary had the Dog been tanght to hunt *noaccompanied Ly Gun.''—
634, The accomplishment taoght by " Hifting ;" oot cosamrneel first season,
In Note, " Miger's"” spontaneously muoning to further side of hedge to drive
birds to this side.—&534. Could be taught ns casily as Sheplierd’'s Collies are
instructed, —635. Particularly wseful where the red-legped Twriridie is
found. Shooting in Africa.

A DISTINGUISHING WHISTLE FOR EACH DOG.

501, TaovueH yon may have only begun to shoot last

season, have you not often wished to attract the atten-
tion of one of your two dogs, and make himn hunt in a
particular part of the field, but, for fear of alarming the
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birds, have Leen unwilling to eall out his name, and
have felt loth to whistle to him, lest you should hring
away at the same time the other dog, who was zealonsly
hunting exactly where you considered him most likely
to find bivds,

302, Acain: have the dogs never been hunting elose
torether instead of pursuing distinet beats; and bas it
not constantly happencd, on your whistling with the
view to separate them, that hoth have turned their heads
in obedience to the whistle, anid both on your sizmal
changed the direction of their beat, but still the fuwo
toyether ? And bave you not, in despair of ever parting
them by merely whistling and signalling, given the
lucky birds (apparently in the most handsomg: manner,
as if scorning to take any ungenerous advantage) fair
notice of the approach of the guns by shouting out the
name of one of the dogs?

508. Or, if one dog was atteutive to the whistle, did
he not gradually learn to disregard it from ohserving
that his comjanion was never chidden for neglecting to
obey it ?—and did not such laxity more and more con-
firm both in habits of disobedience ?

504, I believe several of my readers will be con-
strained to answer these questions in the affirmative ;
and, further, I think their own experience will remind
them of many occasions, both on moor and stubble when
birds were wild, on which they have wished to attract
the notice of a particular dog (perhaps running alony a
hedge, or pottering over a recent haunt; or hunting
down-wind towards marked game) by whistling instea:
of calling out his name, but have been unwilling to do
s0, lest the other dogs should likewise obey the shrill
sound to which all were equally accustomed.

505. Now, in breaking young dogs, you could, hy
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using whistles of dissimilar calls, easily avoid the
liability of these evils; and by invariably employing
a particular whistle for each dog to suimmon him sepa-
rately to his food (30), each would distinguish his own
whistle as surely as every dog knows his own master’s
whistle, and as hounds learn their names. Dogs not
only know their own names, but instantly know by the
pronunciation when it is uttered by a stranger. To
prevent mistakes, each dog's name might be marked on
his own whistle. You might have two whistles, of very
different sound, on one short stoek, Indeed, one whistle
would be sufficient for two dogs, if you invariably
sounded the same two or three sharp short notes for one
dog,and as invariably gave asustained note for the other.
Nay, the calls could thus be so diversified that one
whistle might be used for even more than two dogs.

506. Whoever has heard the boatswain of a man-of-war
piping all hands on deck, must think his whistle, from the
variety of its tones, almost a musical instrument ; but it could
not well be employed for dogs, as they would not understand it
when sounded E}f any one but their master.

507.. Railways have led to the introduction of new whistles.
Porteous, the band-master at Chelsea College (whose Light In-
fantry Field Pipe is well known to military men), has exercised his
ingenious talents in making several, but they are too shrill to be
of much service to the sportsman. The acorn (or bell pattern) has,
however, a much softer tone, yet it, too, makes an awful noise.

But whatever whistle you choose to employ, be sure,
both in and out of the field, to sound it softly whenever
the dog is near you. Indeed, yon would act judiciously
to make it a constant rule, wherever he may be, never to
whistle louder than is really requisite, otherwise (as I
thihk I before remarked) he will, comparatively speak-
ing, pay little attention to its summons, when, being at
& distance, he hears it but faiutly.

b0, I wrote to Mr. Porteous, explaining how much a whistle
was wanted that might be used by the most unmusical person, yef
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give distinet unvarying sounds, so that no dog could mistake his
own whistle, let it be blown by whom it might. He at once under-
stood what was required, and has invented one with a shide that
answers well for two dogs, He told me that he was making further
mmprovements, and expected to contrive one which would wmswer
for as many as three or four dogs. Messrs. Stevens, Darliygton
Works, Bouthwark Bridge Road, are the manufacturers.

TO BACK THE GUN.

509. In shooting, especially late in the season, yon
will often mark down a bird, and feel assured that you
stand a better chance of getting a shot at it if the dogs
cease hunting whilst you approach it. You can teach
your dog to do this by holding up your right hand
belind you when you mark down a bird, saying at
the same time, Tuhu,*: in an earnest, quiet voice, and
carrying your gun as if you were prepared to shoot.
He will soon begin, I really must say it, to back you,
for he actually will be backing you, ludicrous as the
expression may sound. After a few times he will do so
on the signal, without your speaking at all ; and he will
be as pleased, as excited, and as stanch as if he were
backing an old dog. Making him "drop” will not etfect
your object ; for, besides that it in no way increases his
intelligence, you may wish him to follow at a respectful
distance, while you are stealing along the banks of some
stream, &ec. KEre long he will become as sensible as
yourself that any noise would alarm the birds, and
you will soon see him picking his steps to avoid the
crisp leaves, lest their rustling should betray him. I
have even heard of a dog whose admirable caution
occasionally led him, when satisfied that his point Was
observed, to crawl behind a bush, or some other shelter,
to screen ® himself from the notice of the birds.

* On one ocecasion, shooting in  animal's endeavouring to hide
India, I eaw am instance of an  itself, that always struck we as
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510. The aequisition of this accomplishment—and it
is easily taught to a young dog previously made steady
in backing another (it should not be attempted before)
will often sceure you a duck, or other wary bivd, which
the dog would otherwise, almost to a certainty, spring

remarkable from the youth of the
creature, and the fact that ita
usual instinets lead it to seek
safety, not in concealment, but in
flight. 1 was looking for a small
kind of prouse, commonly called
there rock-pigeon, when, erowning
a small eminence, I unexpectedly
came upon a young antelope, about
a bundred vards off, that appa-
rently, had lost its dam. The
country was open and bare, with
here and -there a few stunted
bushes, It instantly ran behind
one of these and there remained
while I drew the shot, and had
nearly rommed down one of the
balls (encluzed in preased cloth)
that I constantly carricd in my
ocket ready for immediate use,

was almost prepared, when off
it went. As the ball was nearly
home, I forced it down, not liking
the trouble of extracting it, and
took a random chance shot at the
little apimal. 1 could not perceive
that it winced, apd it was not
until it fell that I was aware I had
struck it. The ball had passed
through itz body a httle too far
behind the shoulder, and some-
what too high—a common fault.
It was so thin and poor that it
must have been separated for
some time from its mother. The
want of sagacity evinced by pea-
fowl, when hiding them:zelves, is
sttongly contrasted with the in-
tellipence displayed by the fawn.
I have known these birds, when
alarmed, run their heads into a
crevice, leaving the whole of their
bodies exposed, and then fancy
themselves eo effectually pro-
tected as to remain immovable

until the sportsman got close to
them. |

When you are hunting, rifle in
hand, for large game on an open
prairie, or where it is unlikely that
vou will find a convenient rest,
you ¢an carry in your waistcoat
pocket, until the moment you
require it, not a very bad sub-
stitute in the shape of a piece of
string looped at both ends. This
string will have been carefully ad-
justed to exactly such a length that
when one loop is slipped over your
left foot, and the other loop over
the end of the ramrod (pear the
muzzle), on your bringing up your
rifle to the poise, the pull of the
string will restrain you from unduly
elevating it while taking aim. An
ordinary rest preventa your lower-
inyy the muzzle when in the act of
firing—the resistance of the string
vpposeayour raisingit. The string,
however, will not wholly hinder
the muzzle from diverging to the
right or left,—but in reality it
will much prevent such unsteadi-
ness, by permitting your left hand
to press strongly upwards against
the rifle. In the newdrill for firing
with the Enfield, the =oldier is
taught a position which gives him
a firm rest for his musket. Itisto
git on his right heel (the right knee
carried well to the right, and rest-
ing on the ground), and to place
his left elbow on his left knee.
He 18 taught to take aim a little
below the object, to raise the
muzzle very slowly, and to pull
the moment he covers the object,
having previously well considered
what allowance {a ghould makaq
for the influence of the winl.
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out of gun-shot. If you should “toho” & hare, and wish
to kill one, you will have an excellent opportunity of
practising this lesson.

511. In America there is a a singular duck, called, from its often
alighting on trees, the Wood-duck. I have killed some of these
beautiful, fast-fiying birds, while they were seated on logs over
hanging the water, which I could not have approached within

gun-shot had the dog not properly backed the gun when signalled
to, and cautiously crept after me, still remaining far in the rear.

TO RETREAT FROM A POINT AND RESUME IT.

512. Amidst coppices, osiers, or broom—indeed, some-
times on a rough moor—you will occasionally lose sight
of a dog, and yet be unwilling to call him, feeling as-
sured that he is somewhere steadily pointing ; and being
vexatiously certain that, when he hears your whistle, he
will either leave his point, not subsequently to resume
it; or (which is far more probable) amuse himself Ly
raising the game before he joing you. There are
momtnts when you would give guineas if he would
retreat from his point, come to you on your whistling,
lead you towards the bird, and there resume his point.

513. This accomplishment (and in many places abroasl
its value is almost inappreciable) can be taught him,
if he is under great command, by your occasionally
bringing him to heel from a point when he is within
sicht and near you, and again putting him on his
point. You will begin your instruection in this accom-
plishment when the dog is pointing quite close to you.
On subsequent ocecasions, you can gradually increase
the distance, until you arrive at such perfection that
you can let him be out of sight when you eall him,
When he is first allowed to be out of your sight, he
ought not to be far from you.

514. You may, for a moment, think that what 1s here
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recomnmended eontradiets the axiom laid down in 359 ;
but it is there said that nothing ought to make a dog
“wvoluntarily " leave his point. Indeed the possession
of this accomplishment, so far from being productive
of any harm, greatly awakens a dog’s intelligence, and
makes him perceive, more clearly than ever that the
sole object for which heis taken to the field is to obtain
shots for the gun that accompanies him. When he is
pointing on your side of a thick hedge, it will make him
understand why you ecall him off;—take him down-
wind, and direct him to jump the fence: he will at
once go to the bird, and, on your encouraging him, force
it to rise on your side,

515. You will practise this lesson, however, with great
caution,and not befure his educationisnearly completed,
lest he imagine that you do not wish him always to
remain stanch to his point. Indeed, if you are precipi-
tate or injudicious, you may make him blink his game

516. Aftera little experience, he will very likely some
day satisfactorily prove his consciousness of your object,
by voluntarily coming out of thick cover to show you
where he is, and again going in and resuming his point

517. I was once shooting in Ireland with a friend (Major
L——e), late in the season, when we saw a very young pointer do
this solely from his own intelligence. Unperceived by either of
us, he had broken fence, and was out of sight. In vainwe whistled
and called. At length we saw him on the top of a bank (in that
country usually miscalled *‘diteh ) ; but the moment he perceived
that we noticed him, dewn he jumped. We went up, and to
our great satisfaction found him steadi'y point.ng a snipe. I need
not say that he received much praise and many caresses for the
feat.

il18. I was partridge-shooting a few seasons back with an inti-
mate friend, who was anxious to give me a good day’s sport, when
1 observed him beckoning to mefrom a distance. He told me, when
I came up to him, that some birds were immediately before him.
I was puzzled to conceive how he could know this, for his white

setter was alongside of him rolling on ber back. He signalled to
her to go forward, and sure ennugg she marched on, straight as an



of1. xv1.] POINT VOLUNTARILY RESUMED. 287

arrow’s flight, to a covey lying on the stubble. Tn answer to my
inquiries, my friend, who seemed to attach no value to the feat,
but to take it as a matter of course, told me that he had called
the bitch away from her point lest her presence should alarm the
birds, and make them take wing before I could come up.

519. As my friend was obliged to return home early, he left the
lady with me. I had marked some partridges into th&ﬂ&wnrd—side
ofalarge turnip-field. Icould not get herto hunt where I wished ;
1, therefore, no longer noticed her, but endeavoured to walk up
the birds without her assistance. After a time she rejoined me,
and ranged well and close, I then proceeded to beat the other
part of the field—the part she had already hunted contrary to my
wishes. Instead of making a cast to the right or left, on she
went, directly ahead, for nearly three hundred yards. I was
remarking to my attendant that she inust be nearly useless to
all but her master, when I observed lier come to a stiff point.
I then felt convinced that I had done her great injustice,—that
she must have found and left this covey whilst I was hunting
far to leeward,—and that she had gone forward to resume her
point as soon as my face was turned in the right direction.
On my mentioning all this to her owner, he said he had no
doubt but that such was the case, as she would often voluntarily
leave game to look for him, and again stand at it on perceiving
that he watched her movements.

520. An old Kentish aequaintance of mine, thongh he is still
a yoing man, has an Ivish setter that behaved in a very similar
MAnner, r, having severely wounded a hare in cover, put
the dog upon the scent, He immediately took it up, but
“ rouded " so fast us to be soon out of sight. After a fruitless
scarch for the setter, F r was oblived to whistle two or three
times, when he showed himself at the end of a ride, and by his
anxious looks and motions seemed to invite lus master to come
on. Thishe did. The sagacious heast, after turning two corners,
at each of which he stopped until F r came up, went into
cover and resmmned the point, which my friend feels satistied the
dog must have left on hearing the whistle, for the wounded hare,
whose ler was broken, was squatted within o yard of lnm.  Such
mstances of a voluntary relingquishment and resumption of a
Euint must lead us to think that this accomplishinent cannot

e very difficult to teach dogs who Lave been acenstomed to the
ig;'nt%}ﬁmtiﬂn‘uf always seeing their game carvefully deposited in

18 DEdr.

EEl.g.[n a capital little treatise on field diversions, written hy
a Suflolk sportsman upwards of seventy years ago, it is recorded
that a pointer ‘bitch, belonging to a Dr. Bigsbye, used to give
tongue if she found in cover and was not perceived, and that
ghe would repeatedly bark to indicate her locality until she was
relieved from her point.
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TO HUNT REGULARLY FROM LEEWARD TO WINDWARD
WITHOUT THE GUN.

522. Ih paragraph 201 I observed that when you
are obliged, as oecasionally must be the case, to enter
a field to windward with your pupil, you ought to
go down to the leeward side of it, keeping him close
to your heels, before you commence to hunt, After un
deviatingly pursuing this plan for some time, you can,
before you come quite to the bottom of the field,
send him ahead (by the underhand bowler swing of
the right hand, 1v. of 141), and, when-he has reached
the bottom, signal to him to hunt to the right (or left).
He will be so habituated to work under your eye (176)
that you will find it necessary to walk backwards (up
the middle of the field), while instructing him., As he
becomes, by degrees, confirmed in this lesson, you can
sooner and soomer send him ahead (from your heel),
—but increase the distances very gradually,—until at
length he will be so far perfected that you may venture
to send him down-wind to the extremity of the field
(before he commences beating), while you remain quietly
at the top awaiting his return, until he shall have hunted
the whole ground, as systematically and carefully as if
vou had accompanied him from the bottom. By this
method you will teach him, on his gaining more ex-
perience, invariably to run to leeward, and hunt up to
windward (crossing and re-erossing the wind), whatever
patt of a field you and he may enter. What a glorious
consummation ! and it ean be attained only by great
patience and perseverance. The least reflection, how-
ever, will show you that you should not attempt it
until the dog is perfected in his range.
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523. A careful dog, thus practised, will seldom spring
birds, however directly he may be running down-wind.
He will pull up at the faintest indieation of a scent,
being at all times anxiously on the look-out for the
coveted aroma,

524, Not only to the idle or tired sportsman would it
be a great benefit to have a field thus beaten, but the
keenest and most indefatigable shot would experience
its advantages in the cold and windy weather customary
in November, when the tameness of partridge-shooting
cannot be much complained of ; for the birds being then
ever ready to take wing, surely the-best chance, by fair
means, of getting near them would be to intercept them
between the dog and yourself. The manceusre much
resembles that recommended in 284, but in this you
sooner and more dirvectly head the birds,

'525. Here the consideration naturally arvises, whether
dogs could not be taught (when huuncing in the ordinary
manner with the dog ip vear)

TO HEAD RUNNING BIRDS,

Certainly it could be done. There have been many
instances of old dogs spontancously galloping off, and
placing themselves on the other side of the covey (which
they had pointed) as soon as they perceived that it was
on the run,—and by good instruction you could develop,
or rather excite, that exercise of sagacity.

526. Tolfrey (fm‘mer‘l}-, I believe, of the 43rd) zives, in his
“ Sportsman in France,” so beautiful an instance of a dog's ain-
tutored intelligence, leading him to see the advantage of thus
placing running birds between himself and the gun, that I will
transcribe it, althongh 1 have already mentioned (end of 206)
Grouse's very similar behaviour.

527. ** On gaining some still higher ground, the dog drew and
stood. She was walked up to, but to my astonishment we found
no birds. She was encouraged, and with great diffienlty coaxed off

LF}
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her point.  She kept drawing on, but with the same ill-success. 1
must confess I was for the moment sorely puzzled ; but knowing
the excellence of the animal, I let her alone. She kept drawing on
for nearly a hundred yards—still no birds. At last, of her own
accord, and with a degree of instinet amounting almost to the
facnlty of reasoning, she broke from her point, and dashing off to
the right, made a détowr, and was presently straight before me,
some three hundred yards off, seiting the game, whatever it might
be, as much as to say, 'T'll be **¥%%% jf you escape me this time.’
We walked steadily on, and when within about thirty yards of her,
up got a covey of red-legged partridges, and we ha 'I;.{ua good for-
tune to kill a brace each. 1t is one of the characteristics of these
birds to run for an amazing distance before they take wing ; but
the sagacity of my faithful dog baffled all their efforts to escape.
We fell in with several coveys of these birds during the day, and
my dog ever after gave them the double, and kept them between
the gun and herself.”

528. Mr. M i, an officer high in the military store depart-
ment, wrote to me but last Christmas (1863) almost in the
following words :—

529. “W henstationed in Jamaica, quail and the wild guinea-fowl
were the only game I ever hunted for. The latter are very difficult
to approach, as they run for hours through the long grassand brush-
wood, and will not rise unless hard pressed ; but when once flushed,
they spread through the cover, and lie so close, that one may
almost kick them before without raising them. My dog, ‘ Albert,’
was broke on grouse before I had him out from home, A steadier
or hetter dog you will rarely see. The first time we went out after
i1 inea-fowl he set to work as though hunting for grouse, pointing,
and roading cautiously when he came on the run of the birds, but,
from their pace through the cover, never coming up with them.
This occurred the first two or three mornings, and annoyed him
oreatly. At last one day, as soon as he found that the birds were
running through the bush, he halted, turned round, and looked
up at me as much as to say, ‘ My poking after these fellows is all
nonsense ; do let me try some other dodge.” 8o I told him to go
on, when he instantly started off, making a wide cast until he
headed his pame, when he commenced beating back towards me,
driving the birds before him until they were sufficiently near me,
when he dashed suddenly in amongst them, forcing the whole
pack to take wing. They spread through the surrounding grass
and cover, and * Albert’ and his mother, * Peggy,” went to work,
picking up the birds singly or in pairs as they lay. 0Old mother
‘ Pegoy ’ was far too sedate and stanch to follow her son in the
chase : she remained with me until he had brought back, and
flushed the birds, and then she vied with him in finding them.

“From this time I never had any difficulty in getting shots at
these wary birds, for the very moment they commenced running,
¢ Albert’ was off until he headed them, drove them back, and
flushed them, as above described.
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“ When looking for quail, * Albert ' behaved quite differently,
working steadily and cantiously, and never attempting to run
into or spring his game until [ came close up to him,”

30, Grouse were unusually on the run one misty day, when the
able Judge mentioned in 490 was shooting over “*Captain's” com-
panion, *‘ Suwarrow.” The dog “* roaded ™ a pack for some time
very patiently, but suddenly darted off for a considerable distance
to the right and dropped into a long hag, thronrh the mazes of
which Lord M f followed as fast as the nature of the ground
would permit him. Every now and then the dog just raised his
head above the heather to satisfy himself that his Lordship was
coming. Where the hag ceased, and “Suwarrow"” could no longer
conceal his movements, he commenced a very curious system of
tactics, travelling, after a most extraordinary fashion, sideways
on the are of a circle, constantly keeping his stern towards its
centre. At length he wheeled about, and stood stock-still at a
fixed point, as if inviting Lord M——f to approach. He did
80,—raised a large pack, and had a capital right and left.

531, ‘It would appear that the ** Marshal " soon perceived that
he had no chance of being enabled by a regular pursuit to bring his
artillery to bear upon the retreating party ; he therefofe resorted
to a novel strategy to Inll them into fancied security, and induce
them to halt. He at once made a feint of abandonming the pursuit,
and moved off to the flank. He made a forced concealed march in
the hag; and when it would no longer mask his plans and he was
compelled to show himself, he merely let #hem see his rear guard,
that they might still think he was retiring, and did not show any
front until he had fairly entangled them between himself and his
guns. It was a feat worthy of ** Wellington™ or ** Napoleon,” let
alone “*Suwarrow.” By-the bye, it explains why Lord M d's
dog (295) faced about whenever he perceived that his presence
alarmed the birds,

532. If “Grouse” (206), Tolfrey’s biteh, “ Albert,”
and “Suwarrow " had been taught to “hunt from lee-
ward to windward without the gun™ (522), they would
have been habituated to seeing game intercepted be-
tween themselves and their masters, and then their
spontaneously heading running birds (though undeni-
ably evineing great intelligence) would not have been so
very remarkable. They would but have reversed matters
by placing themselves to windward of the birds while
the gun was to leeward. This shows that the acquisition
of that accomplishment (522) would be a great step
towards securing a knowledge of the one we are now
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considering. Indeed, there seems to be a mutual relation
between these two refinements in education, for the pos-
session of either would greatly conduce to the attain-
ment of the other,

533. This accomplishment—and hardly any can be
considered more useful—is not so difficult to teach an
intelligent dog as one might at first imagine ; it is but
to lift him, and make him act on a larger scale, much in
the manner described in 309 and 544. Like, however,
everything else in canine education—indeed, in all
education—it must be effected gradually ; nor should
it be commenced before the dog has had a season’s
steadying; then practise him in heading every wounded
bird, and sendeavour to make him do so at inereased
distances. Whenever, also, he comes upon the “ heel
of a covey which is to leeward of him,—instead of
letting him “ foot ™ it,—oblige him to quit the scent and
take a cireuit (sinkifig the wind), so as to place himself
to leeward of the birds. He will therely head the covey,
and you will have every reason to hope that after a time
his own observation and intellect will show him the
advantage of thus intercepting birds and stopping them
when they ave on the run, whether the manceuvre places
him to leeward or to windward of them.*

534. If you could succeed in teaching but ome of
your dogs thus to take a wide sweep when he is ordered,
and head a running covey before it gets to the extremity
of the field (while the other dogs remain near you), you
would be amply rewarded for months of extra trouble in

* A reverend and very enthu-
siastic dog-breaker in Cornwall
(R.R W t), who took to the
art late in life, had an admirable
dog pamed Niger, who practized
a peculiar self-taught dodge. He
bad a eapital nose, avd when he

winded birds on the other side of
a hedge, he would make a circuit,
and coming behind them would
drive them over to his master.
This was all innate talent. In no
way did it result from tuition.
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training by obtaining shots on days when good sports-
men, with fair average dogs, would hardly pull a trigger.
And why should you not ? Success would be next to
certain if you could as readily place your dog exactly
where you wish, as shepherds do their collies (143).
And whose fault will it be if you eannot ? Clearly not
your dog’s, for he is as eapable of receiving instruction
as the shepherd’s, '

535. Manifestly it would be worth while to take
great pains to teach this accomplishment, for in all
countries it would prove a most killing one when birds
become wild ; and, as Tolfrey shows (529), it would be
found particularly useful wherever the red-legged par-
tridge abounds*—which birds you will find do not lie
badly when the coveys are, by any means, well headed
and completely broken. But there are other accom-
plishments nearly as useful as those already detailed ;
the description of them, howevert we will reserve for
a separate Chapter.

* Unless they are very young, Mr. L d, A r's keeper (of

they are little prized at table; and
they afford such Lad sport to the
gun, that, aotwithstanding their
beauty, great pains are now taken

in Morfolk and Suffolk to exter- .

minate the breed. Their nests
are gought for to be destroyed ;
and when the suow is on the
ground, the old birds are killed in
great numbers. It is observed
that in proportion as they increase,
g0 do the common partridge de-
crease. 'T'be stronger bivd, aceord-
ing to the general law of pature,
drives off the weaker cungener.

He——n Hall), told me he had on
several occazions seen the yvoung
ved-legged  Frenchunen persever-
mgly attack and eventually kill
a whole covey of the less active
Eughsh squeakers. The late Mar-
yuis of Hertford bas the credit (¥)
of having been the first to turn
out a few of the strangers, This
was nearly fifty years agzo at Sud-
bourn Hall, his scat in Suffulk,
whence they have spread over that
county and Norfolk, and are fast
invading the nortbern pagts of
Essex,
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SETTER TO RETRIEVE.

536. UNDENIABLY there is some value in the extra
number of shots obtained by means of highly-broken
dogs ; and nearly as undeniable is it that no man, who
is not over-rich, will term that teaching superfluous
which enables him to secure in one dog the services of
two. Now, I take it for granted (as I cannot suppose
you are willing to lose many head of killed game), that
you would be glad to be always accompanied in the
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field by a dog that retrieves. Unless you have such
a companion, there will be but little chance of your
often securing a slightly-winged bird in turnips. In-
deed, in all rough shooting the services of a dog so
trained are desirable to prevent many an unfortunate
hare and rabbit from getting away to die a painful,
lingering death; and yet, if the possession of a large
kennel is ever likely to prove half as inconvenient to
you as it would to me, you would do well, according
to my idea of the matter, to dispense with a regular
retriever, provided you have a highly-broken setter
who retrieves well,

537. I say setter rather than pointer, not on account
of his more affectionate and perhaps more docile dis-
position (for certainly he is less liable to sulk under
punishment), but because, thanks to his long coat, he
will be able to work in any cover, ant that from nature
he “roads” quicker.

I must, however, plead guilty (for many good sportsmen will
think I evince bad taste) to a predilection for setters—meaning
always raufious setters—a partiality, perhaps, attributable to
having shot more over wild, uncertain ground than in well-stocked
preserves. Doubtless, in a very enclosed country, where game is
abundant, pointers are preferable, far preferable, —more especially

should there be 2 scarcity of water ; but for severe and fast work,
and as a servant of all work, there is nothing, I humbly conceive,
like the setter.* He maybe, and generally is, the more difficult to
break ; but when success has crowned your efforts, what a noble,
enduring, sociable, attached animal you possess. 1 greatly, too,
admire his long, stealthy, blood-like action (for I amn not speak-
ing of the large, heavy sort before which in old days whole coveys
uszed to be nettled), and the animated waving of his stern, so
strongly indicative of high breeding ; though, strange to say, in
gracefulness of carriage the fox, when hunting, and actualdy on
game, far excels him. But we are again getting astray beyond
our proper limits ; let us keep to the subject of dog-breaking.

* This note on setters, poachers, |has placed it in an Appendix.
keepers, bloodhounds, night-dogs, ~ See page 344. e
&c., in 80 long, that the printer
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538. Asit will be your endeavour, during your pupil’e
first season, to make him thoroughly stanch and steady,
I cannot advise you (as a general rule liable, of course,
to many exceptions—one of which is named in 317), to
let him retrieve, —by vetrieve I always mean fetch,—
until the following year. There is another advantage
in the delay. His sagacity will have shown him that
the design of every shot is to bag the game; when,
therefore, he has once been permitted to pick up a bird,
he will be desirous of carrying it immediately to you,
and will resist the temptation to loiter with it, mouthing
and spoiling it ; and however keenly lhe may have
heretofore “souzht dead,” he will henceforth search
with redoubled zeal, from the delight he will experi-
ence in being permitted to carry hlE game. DMoreover,
the season’s shooting, without lifting, will have so
thoroughly confirmed him in the“down-charge,” that the
increased * inclinatiqn to bolt oft’ in search of a falling
bird will be sucezssfully resisted.  If he has been taught
while young to “fetch ” (107, 109, &e.), he will be so
anxious to take the birds to you, that, instead of there
being any difficulty in teaching him this accemplish-
ment, you will often, during his first season, have to
restrain him from lifting when he is * pointing dead.”
The least encouragement will make him gladly pick up
the birds, and give them, as he ought, to no one but

yourself.

539. Suppose you possess no regular retriever—if, instead of

ifting your game yourself, you accustom one of your pointers or
setters to do : so, you will occasionally, in some odd manner, bag a
bird®hich you 'would otherwise inevitably lnse. In 97 is given
such an instance ; and in Seotland, no later thun last season, I saw
another. An outlying cock-pheasaut rose out of stubble. It wasa
long shot, but he was knocked over, falling into an adjoining piece

it Increa.sed "—the gratification of carrying being far greater than
that of merely * pmntmg dead.”’



Cn. XVIL] ONLY ONE TO RETRIEVE. 107

of turnips.  After the “ down-charge,” a pointer bitch accustomed
to retrieve was sent to fetch hin. The moment she approached
the bird, up he got, apparently as strong as ever, and tlew over
some rising ground, but whither, I had no idea, further than sus-
pecting that hewas making fora distant cover on fw ‘bidden ground.
I, therefore, at once gave Thimn up as lost, The dog, however, was
more sangnine, for, to my great surprise, off she started in purﬂult
clearly imagining it was quite a mistake of the pheasant’s. I soon
lost sight of her, but, to my great gratifieation, I observed her,
some little time afterw ards, tu]‘rp[ng the hillock with the bird in
her month,  If she had been young, her chase after the pheasant
might only have shown sad unsteadiness and wilduess ; but as she
wasa n stanch, sober old lady, 1t manifestly evineed nothing but—
it will be safest to say—much intelligence and diserimination,
lest you cavil at the words reason or reflection. I must own I
should not.

540. You need hardly be cautioned not to let more
than one dog retrieve the same bird,  With more dogs

W ith more dogs than one (e birds wu.:.ntuj, wlmost Lo 8 corieivty, bo toro.”

than voe, the bird would, almost to a eertainty, be torn
and if' a dog onee bevomes sensible of the enjoyment he
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would derive in pulling out the feathers of a bird, you
will find it difficult to make him deliver it up before he
has in some way disfigured it.

A bitch that retrieved admirably, known to an acquaintance of
mine, was on one occasion so annoyed at being interfered with
by her companion, that, in a fit of jealousy, she actually bolted
the partridge she was carrying lest * Jack " should come in for a
nibble. I must confess I think it of much importance that a dog
who retrieves should be tender-mouthed, for I own I like to put
my birds by smooth and tidy, and if I want them to keep long,
take care to observe the old rule of hanging them (by their heads
rather than their feet, that rain may not saturate the feathers)
on the loops outside the game-bag until they are quite cool, before
I allow them to become inside passengers ; but I generally have
their bodies placed within the netting, as for want of this pre-
caution many a bird has been decapitated in the scramble through
a thick hedwe. Game, whether cool or warm, kept in a close
Muackintosk bag, soon becomes unfit to send to any distance.

541. If you shoot with several dogs that rvetrieve, be
careful always to let the dog who finds the gamne be
the one to bring it It is but fair that he should be so
rewarded, and thus all will be stimulated to hunt with
increased diligence. '

542, Captain J——n, R.N., of Little B——w, Essex (well-
known for the gallantry and skill he displayed when risking his
own life to save that of many stranded on the Kentish coast), used
to break in his own dogs, and required them to show yet greater
obedience and forbearance while retrievinz. At one period he
was in the habit of taking two pointers and a little spaniel into
the field to hunt together,—the latter so small that he often
carried it in his pocket when it was fatigued, The following kind
of scene constantly occurred. One of the pointers would stand,—
the other back,—=o0 also would the spaniel. Captain J n, after
killing his bird and loading, probably said, ** Don, go fetch it.”
Don went forward to obey. * Stup, Don.” Don halted. ** Carlo,
fetch the bird.” Carlo advanced. * Stop, Carlo.” Carlo obeyed.
“Piny, bring it.” The little creature did as ordered, and placed
it in her master’s hand, the pointers meanwhile never moving.

543. I am mot wrging you to give up the time requisite to
educate dogs so highly as this, but you see it can be done.

544. If the dog that found the covey be not able
to wind the bird you have shot, make one of the other
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dogs take a large circuit. The latter may thus, without
interfering with the first dog, come upon the bird,
should it have run far. Send him in the direction the
covey has taken—the chances are great that the bird
is travelling towards the same point. By pursuing
this plan, obviously there will be much less chance ol
your losing a bird than if you allow the dogs to keep
close together while searching. (See also 115.)

545. Do not think that by making your setter lift
(after his first season), instead of * pointing dead,” there
will be any increased risk of his raising unsprung birds,
The difference between the scent of dead or wounded
game, and that of game perfectly uninjured, is so great
that no steady, experienced dog will fail toepoint any
fresh bird he may come across whilst seeking for that
which 1s lost.

As a proof of this I may mention that,

b46. In North America [ once saw shree snipe lying on the
ground, which a pointer that retrieved had regularly set one
after the other, having found a couple on his way to retrieve the
first, and which he afterwards brought in succession to his master,
who had all the time governed the dog entirely by signs, never
having been obliged to use his voice beyond saying in a low tone,
“Dead,” or “Find."” 1 remember, also, hearing of a retrieving
setter that on one occasion pointed a fresh bird, still retaining in
her mouth the winged partridge which she was carrying,—and of
a pointer who did the same when he was bringing a hare ; therc
must, too, be few sportsmen who will not adinit that they have
found it more difficult to make a dog give up the pursuit of a
wounded hare than of one perfectly uninjured. I know of a
sportsinan’s saying he felt certain that the have his retriever was
conwrsing over the moors must have been struck, although the only
erson who had fired stoutly maintained that the shot was a regm-
ar miss. The owner of the dog, however, averred that this was
unpossible, as he never conld get the discerning animal to fellow
any kind of unwounded game ; and, on the other hand, that no
rating would make him quit the pursuit of injured running feather
or fur. The retriever's speedy return with puss, conveniently
balanced between his jaws, bore satisfactory testimony to the ac-
curacy of both his own and his master's judgment. In December,
’40, a woodcock that was struck hard took a long tlight., A setter
bitch I have often shot over came, quite inexpectedly to herself,
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n the scent of the bird when it was at such a distance from her
that the party who had shot it felt sure she was on other game.
[nstead, however, of ““setting,” the biteh, who, be it observed, is
particularly steady, drew on, and after deliberately walking up to
the woodcock, gave it a touseling, for she 1s not broken into

ointing dead.” It is cortain that her olfactory nerves plainly
told her there was no chance of its rising,

547. In corroboration of the correctness of the opinion I have
st expressed, respecting the difference between the scent of in-
Jured and uninjured birds, I am glad to be permitted to make the

ollowing extract from a letter I lately received from Celonel
T——y,spoken of in 99,  He writes, * When shooting at Alresford,
in Eszex, last year, I had a singular instance of Venus' sagacity in
detecting the scent of wounded game. I was retorning home, and
while walking through a field of turnips a covey of bivds got u
near the fence. 1 winged one, which fell in the midst of some
rabbits and pheasants feeding near the edge of the cover on the
opposite side. Of course, they all bolted at the appearance of
such an unwelcome visitor as the retriever—the rablbits into their
burrows, the pheasants into cover. DMy servant brought the
bitch up to the place where I thought the bird had fallen. After
puzzling about for some time, she took the trail about thirty
vards down by the side of the fence, and then ‘set’ at a rabbit-hole,
Thinking she was mistaken, I rated her and tried to get her away,
but she stuck to her point.  Determining, therefore, to ascertain
the facta, we dug up the top part of a narrow fence, and bolted o
couple of rabbits out of the hole, at the further end of which we
found my wuunded bird, an old Frenchman," *

548. Some good sportsmen maintain that a retrieving
setter (or pointer) on tinding a dead bird ought to point
it until directed to lift it. This training they hold to be
advisable, on the ground that it conduces to the dog's
steadiness by diminishing his wish to run forward on
seeing a bird fall ; but the plan has necessarily this evil
consequence, that should the setter, when searching for
the dead bird, come across and point, us ke ought, any
fresh game, on your telling Lim to feteh it (as you natu-
raliy will), he must spring it if he attempt to obey you.
Surely this would tend more to unsteady him than the
habit of lifting his dead birds as svon as found? Your
dog and you ought always to work in the greatest

A red-legged partridge.
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harmony—in the mutual confidence of your, at all times,
thoroughly understanding each other—and you should
carefully avoid the possibility of ever perplexing him by
giving him any order it is out of his power to obey,
however much he may exert himself. Moreover,if you
teach your retrieving setter to “point dead,” you at
once relinquish—surely unnecessarily ?—all hope of ever
witnessing such a fine display of sagacity and steadi-
ness as has just been related in the first part of 546.
549. If you object to a setter’s being taught to lift on
the ground, that it will make the other dogs jealous,
pray remember that the argument hasequal forceagainst
the employment of a regular retriever in their presence,

REGULAR RETRIEVER TO BEAT.

550. We all have our prejudices,—every Englishman
has a right to many. One of mine is to think a regular
retriever positively not worth his keep to you for general
shooting if one of your setting dogs will vetricve well—
but what an all-important “itf"is this! However, if you
shoot mouch in cover, I adwit that a regular retriever
which can be worked in perfect silence, never refusing
to come in when he is merely signalled to, or, if out of
sight, softly whistled to, is better* (particularly when
you employ beaters), but even then he need not be the
idler that one generally sees,—he might be broken in
to hunt close to you, and give you the same service as
a mute spaniel. I grant this is somewhat difficult to
accomplish, for it much tends to unsteady him, but it
can be effected,—I have seen it,—and being practi-
cable, it 1s at least worth trying; for if you succeed,
you, as before (5306), make one dog perforin the work

* Of course, a regular retriever of which are scoustomed to re
is absclutely necessary when a  trieve (78).
team of spaniels is hunted. none
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of two; and, besides its evident advantage in thick
cover, if he accompany you in your every-day shoot-
ing, you will thus obtain, in the course of a season,
many a shot which your other dogs, especially in hot
weather, would pass over. If, too, the retriever hunts
quite close to you, he can in no way annoy his com-
panions, or interfere with them, for I take it for
granted he will be so obedient as to come to “heel "
the instant he gets your signal.

951. Many regular retrievers take spontaneously to beating.
Two brothers, named W——e, living at Grewell, in Hampshire,
termed by the village wags, not inappropriately, ** Watergruel”
(there is good snipe and duck shooting in the surrounding

*marshes), have a ranging-retriever (a Newfoundland), still voung,
now called “ Nelly,” thongh, as a puppy, christened ** Nelson " by
the girls of ghe family. fﬂs& HE[]I;’, as if to give further proof of
the impropriety of her original name, is remarkably timid, and
therefore has been allowed to follow, unchecked, her own devices
in the field. Inimitation of her companions, she took to beating
and pointing ; and, after the ** down-charge,” would retrieve as
zealovsly and efficiently as if she had never been allowed to **quit
heel," except fur that edpress purpose. I have myself, when in
the North, killed game to the voluntary point of “Sambo,” a black
regular-retriever, who was permitted to range close to the keeper.
I have also shot to the puint of ** Bang,” a very handsome animal,
a cross between a Newfoundland and a setter, Dogs so bred often,
when ranging, take to pointing for a short period before dashing
in; or can easily be made to do so,—thereby giving the gun a
very acceptable cantion.

652. The sire of ** Venus"—honourable mention is made of her
in 99—a very celebrated dog, had an invaluable quality as a re-
triever, though the very opposite of the range I have been recom-
mending. e disturbed na little ground as possible during his
search, and no fresh ground retwrning.  After running with the
greatest correctness a wounded pheasant through a large cover, he
would invariably return upon the same track he had taken when
first sent from **heel.,” I confess I cannot see how this admirable
habit could be tauzht by any one but Dame Nature. Is it nota
bheawiful instance of sagacity T But yon will observe that,
singularly good as was this regular-retriever, he would have
sprung the snipe at which the retrieving-pointer stood (646). For
instructions regarding reqular land retrievers, see 112 to 130,
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WATER RETRIEVERS (OR WATER EPA'HIELE}

TO RETRIEVE WODKDEDR, NEFOMRE PICRING U RILLED WILDEFOWI.

653. This a knowing old dog will often do of his own
accord ; but you must not attempt to teach a young
ome this useful habit until you are satisfied that there
is no risk of mmaking him blink his birds. You can then
call him off when he is swimming towards dead birds,
and signal to him to follow those that are fluttering
away. If the water is not too deep, rush in yourself,
and set him a good example by actively pursuing the
runaways; and until all the cripples that can be re-
covered * are safely bageed, do not let him lsft one of
those killed outright. If very intelligent, he will before
long perceive the advantage of the system, or at least
{ind it the more exciting method, and adhere to it with-
put oblizing you to continue your aquatic exeursiona,
(For advice about water retrievers see 90 to 95.) 1
have placed this paragraph among the “refinements”
in breaking ; but I ought, perhaps, to have entered it
sooner ; for if you are fond of duck-shooting, and live in
a neighbourhovd where you have good opportunities
of follewing it, you should regard this accomplishment
as a necessary part of your spaniel’s education.

554. In your part of the country none of these extra
or, as some will say, always superfluous accomplish-
ments may be required ; but if you consider that a

pupil of yours attaining any one of them would be
serviceable, be not deterred from teaching it by the
idea that you would be undertaking a difficult task
Any one of them, I was nearly saying all of them
In deep water diving birds will of course beat the most setive
dog.
1
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could be taught a dog with far greater ease, and in a
shorter time, than a well-established, judicious range.

555. It would be quite unreasonable to expect a
regular breaker (mark, I do not say your gamekeeper)
to teach your dog any of these accomplishments. He
may be fully aware of the judiciousness of the system,
and be sensible of its great advantages, but the many
imperious calls upon his time would preclude his
pursuing it in all its details. At the usual present
prices it would not pay him to break in dogs so
highly,
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5. Reflect on what is said, —557. Mot to rest content with bad dogs.—E653. Beck-
ford's opinion of the edupation that conld be given to Dog.—&658. Education
of the Buckboand, —500, 561, 5t John's opinion. The old Show-womnn's
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than rope.—564. When older, mora liberty allowed, but never to ** self-hunt ; *
old Dogs spontanecusly take judicious liherties, FEasier to teach accomplish.
ments than cure fanlts. Seli-bunter's example most dansersns.—565. Fine
range and preseverance attained. Irish red setters.—5668. Good condition
exercise on road ; attention to feet. In Note, Claws sometimes too long .
Claws of Tigress that ran into feet.—5667, Diet to be considered ; muscle
wanted ; fat detrimental, except to Water Retrievers. In Note, recipe for
waterproofing boots,—5688. Indian-corn meal ; Mr. Herbort's opinion of ; feed
of an evening.—609. Beof-soup brings Mange in hot climates ; Mutton better
—méit necessary to prevent disqusting habits, =570, Good condition of Nose
most material ; Kennels,—571. Warmth necessary ; Winter Pups.—&572. Pups
inocuiated for Distemper. —573 to 676. Vaccinated for Distemper.—577. Blaine
and Colonel Cook thougit it aseless,—577, Old prejudice arainst Vacoination,
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to give medicing.—551. The methol.—582. If foroe is necessary,—583. Castor
oil lapped up with millke.—58k Dog not to be lent.—588. In Note, old sporis-
man's advice about choosing & Keeper.—5588, Educntion gradunl ; tought
from the A, B, C. In Nois, Query, do Eeepers find time to break in dogs of
strungers, while their masters’ remain unfinished P Advantage of young
Dog's accompanying EKeeper when ho goesa his rounds by day. ' Soap ™
daily visiting the traps for his master.—B585 to 588, The Conclusion.

566. WE have come to the concluding division (dignified b
the name of Chapter) of this little work ; for I have at lengtu
nearly finished my prosing about dog-breaking. But retlect
upon what I have said, The more you do, the more, I think,
you will be of opinion that I have recommended only what is
reasonable, and that but little attention beyond the trouble usually
bestowed, if directed by good judgment, is required to give a dog
the education which I have described.

657. I wish I could animate you with but a quarter of the
enthusiasm which I once felt on Ej subject. I am not desirous
of making you dissatisfied with anything that you possess, e:—
cepting your dogs, such as, 1 fear, they most prubab;i‘;- are, an
that - anly becaunse, if they are young, a little judicions ﬂ:t-m—
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exertion on yonr part will add as much to their usefulness as to
your own enjoyment. And I do not wish themn, or anything
you have, or have not, to make you discontented ; I only pra

von not to be supine. If you can get no more alluring drin

than cold water, reflect on its wholesomeness, and enjoy it, if
yvou can, with all the relish of a parched Avab; but I entreat
you not to be contented with a disorderly noise-excifing cur,
when a trifling addition to your pains will ensure you an
nbedient, well-trained animal,—one that will procure you twice
#s many shots as the other. It will, indeed. Believe me, I am
not too extravagwt in my conception of a perfect dog. You
may not consuler it worth your while to take the trouble of
giving him such an cdueation ; but it seems hardly reasonable
to say it could not be imparted. Naturally enough, you
may distrust my judgment, but you eannot doubt the experience
of the reflecting, discriminating Beckford ; and what does he say
on the subject of canine edueation 1 .

558, " The wany learned dogs and learned horses that so fre-
quently appear and astonish the volgar, sufficiently evince what
education 1weapable of ; and it is to education I must attribute
the superior excellence of the bunckhound, sinee I have secn high-
bred fox-hownds do the sane nnder the same good masters.

569. * Dous that ave constantly with their masters acquire a
wonderful derree of penetration, and much may be done through
the medium of their affections, [ attribute the extraordinar
sagacity of the lmekhound to the manner in which he is treated.
He is the constant companion of lus instrnctor and benefactor—
the man whom he was first tanght to fear he has since learned to
love. Can we wonder that he should be obedient to hum1  Oft
have we viewed with surprise the hounds and deer amusing them-
selves familiarly together on the same lawn,—living, as it were,
i the most friendly inteveonrse ; and with no less sarprise have we
heard the keeper zive the word, when instantly the very nature of
the dog secmed changed ; vouscd from his peaceful state, he is
urged on with a relentless fury which only death can satisfy—the
death of the very deer he is encouraged to pursue. The business of
the day over, see him follow, careless nncll contented, his master's
steps, to repose on the same lawn where the frizhtened deer again
retirn,—again indebled to iis courtesy for their wonted pasture.
Wonderful piroofs of obedience, sagacity, and penetration !"

560. If youhaveat hand St. John's “*Tour in Sutherlandshire”
(he is the author of that most interesting work, “Wild Sports and
Natural History of the Highlands"), pray turn to the part in the
second volume where he describes the old show-woman’s learned
dog. Iwould transeribe the whole of the amusing account, were
not this book already swollen to undue proportions—but I must
quote the concluding observations, as his opinion respecting the
aptitnde of dogs for instruction so fully coincides with Beckford's.

561. ‘¢ The tricks consisted of the usual routine of adding up
fignres, spelling short words, and finding the first letter of any
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town named by one of the company. The last trick was very
cleverly done, and puzzled us very much, as we—i.e. the grown-
up part of the audience—were most mmtently watching, not
him, but his mistress, in order to discover what signs she made
to guide him in his choice of the cards; but we could not per-
ceive that she moved hand or foot, or made any signal whatever,
Indeed, the dog seemed to pay but little regard to her, but to
receive his orders direct from any one who gave them. In fact,
his teaching must have been perfect, and his intellect wonderful.
Now, I dare say I shall be laughed at for introducing an anecdotc
of a learned dog, and told that it was ‘all trick.” No doubt it
was ‘all trick,” but it was a very clever one, and showed how

capable of education dogs are—far more so than we imagine.
For here was a dog performing tricks so cleverly that not one
out of four or five persons, who were most attentively watching,
could find out how he was assisted by his mistress.”

562. In following Beckford’s advice respecting your
making, as far as is practicable, your dog your “ constant
companion,” do not, however, forget that you require
him to evinece great diligence and perseverance in the
field ; and, therefore, that his highest enjoyment must
consist in being allowed to hunt.

563. Now, it seems to be a principle of nature,—
of canine as well as human nature,—to feel, through
life, most attachment to that pursuit, whatever it may
be, which is most followed in youth. If a dog is per-
mitted as a youngster to have the run of the kitchen,
he will be too fond of it when grown up. If he is
allowed to amuse himself in every way his fancy die-
tates, he will think little of the privilege of hunting,
Therefore, the hours he cannot pass with you (after you
have commenced his education), I am sorry to say it,
but I must do so, he ought to be in his kennel—loose in
his kennel,” not tied up; for straining at his collar
would throw out his elbows, and so make himn TIRW up
bandy-legged. If, however, he must be fasteued, let it

* Twice o duy he shoui® ve  pensities. [If he has aequired the
allowed to run out, that b» aay  disagreeable trick of howling when
not be compelled to adopt nabits  shut up, put a muzzle on Lim,

wholly opposed to his n.tural pro-
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be by a chain. He would soon learn to gnaw through
a cord, especially if a young puppy, who, from nature,
is constantly using his teeth, and thus acquire a trick
that some day might prove very inconvenient were no
chain at hand. You would greatly consult his eomfort
by having the chain attached, with a loose ring and
swivel, to a spike fixed a few paces in front of his
kennel, so that he could take some exercise by trotting
round and round.

564. When your dog has attained some age, and hunt-
ing has become with him a regular passion, I believe
you may give him as much liberty as you please with-
out diminishing his zeal; but most carefully prevent his
ever hunting alone, technically called “self-hunting.”
At that advanced time of life, too, a few ocecasional
irregularities in the field may be innocuously permitted.
The steadiest dogs will, at times, deviate from the usual
routine of their businegs, sagaciously thinking that such
departure from rule must be acceptable if it tends to
obtain the game ; and it will be advisable to leave an
experienced dog to himself whenever he evinces great
perseverance in spontaneously following some unusual
plan. You may have seen an old fellow, instead of
cautiously “roading” and “pointing dead,” rush forward
and seize an unfortunate winged bird, while it was
making the best use of its legs after the flicht of the
rest of the covey—some peculiarity in the scent emitted
having probably betrayed to the dog's practised nose
that the bird was injured. When your pup arrives at
such years of discrimination, you need not so rigorously
insist upon a patient “ down-charge,” should you see a
winged cock-peasant running into cover. Your dog's
habits of discipline would be, I should hope, too well
confirmed by his previous course of long drill for such a
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temporary departure from rule to effect any permanent
mischief; but, oh ! beware of any such laxity with a
young pupil, however strongly you may be tempted.
In five minutes you may wholly undo the labour of
o wonth. On days, therefore, when your are anxious,
coille qui coiife, to fill the game-bag, pray leave him at
liwvme, Let him acquire any bad habit when you are
thus pressed for birds, and you will have more difficulty
in eradicating it than you would have in teaching him
alinost any accomplishment. This reason made me all
along keep steadily in view the supposition that you
had commenced with a dog unvitiated by evil associates,
cither biped or quadruped; for assuredly you would
find it far ecasier to give a thoroughly good education to
such a pupil than to complete the tuition (particalarly
in his range) of one usnally considered broken, and who
mwust, in the natural order of things, have acquired some
habits more or less opposed to yoyr own system. If as
a puppy, he had been allowed to self-hunt and chase,
your labour would be herculean. And inevitably this
would have been your task, had you ever allowed himn
to associate with any dog who self-hunted. The oldest
[riend in your kennel might be led astray by forming
an intimacy with the veriest cur, if a “self-hunter.”
There is a fascination in the vice—above all, in killing
young hares and rabbits—that the steadiest dog cannot
resist when he has been persuaded to join in the sport
by some vagabond of a poacher possessing a tolerable
nose, rendered keenly discerning by experience,

565. I hope that by this time we too well understand
each other for you now to wonder why I think that you
ghould not commence hunting vour young dog where
game is abundant, Professional breakers prefer such
ground, becaube,from getting plenty of points, it enables
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them to train their dogs more quickly and sufficiently
well to ensure an early sale. This is their object, and
they succeed. My object is that you shall establish
wltimately great perseverance and a fine range in your
young dog, let birds be everso scarce. If you show him
too many at first, he will subsequently become ecasily
dispirited whenever he fails in getting a point.

It is Lhe general paucity of game in Ireland (snipe and wood-
cock excepted) that makes dogs trained in that country show so
much untiring energy and indomitable zeal when hunted on
our side of the Channel. But the slight wiry Irish red setter
(whom it is so difficult to see on the moor from his colour) is
naturally a dog of great pace and endurance. There is, how-
ever, a much heavier sort,

566, Many dogs, solely from want of good condition, greatly dis-
appoint their masters at the beminning of the season.  You could
not expect your hunter to undergo a hard day's work without a
previous course of tolerably severe exercise ; and why expect it of
your dog! A couple of hours’ gquiet exercise in the cool of the
morning or evening will not harden his feet, and get him into
the wind and condition requisite for the performance you may
desire of him some broiling day in the fiddle of August or early
in September. If vou d& not like to disturb your game, and have
no convenient country to hant over, why should you not give him
some gallops before the beginning of the shooting season when you
are mounted on your trotting hackney? Think how greyhounds
are by degrees brought into wind and hard meat before coursing
commences. Such work on the road will greatly benefit his feet,*
particularly if, on his return home in wet weather, they are bathed
with a strong solution of salt and water, When the ground is hard
snd dry, they should be washed with warm water and soap, both

* Claws of doga kept on boarded
foors, or mnot exercised, occa-
sionally become so lopg that,
ubless they are filed or pared
down, they cause lamenesa. In
the menagerie at the Uape of Good
Hope 1 saw a fine tigress, the
claws of whose fore-feet bad grown
go far*beyond ber power of sheath-
ing that they had penetrated deep
into the flesh, and it was under
consideration how to secure her
sp that the operator should incur
no risk while sawing off the enda,
She was very tume and socinble,

and would rub against the bara
when she was approached by
vigitors to invite their caresses ;
but it was quite distressing to see
her raising each leg alternately,
really to easze it of her weight, but
apparently as if soliciting relief.
The blessings of chloroform were
then unknown, No tiger while
under its drowsy infHuence had
ever had an injured limb ampu-
tated, n3 was once siccessfully
managed at the Surrey Zoological
Gardens, i
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to soothe them and to remove all dust and gravel. They might
afterwards be gradually hardened by applying the salt and water,
When they are inflamed and bruised, almost a magical cure might
be effected by their being sponged with a solution of arnica—ten
parts of water to one of arnica. Should the dog lick the lotion,
dissolve a little aloes in it. If, by-the-bye, you would make ita
rule personally to ascertain that attention is always paid to your
dogs after a hard day’s work, and not leave them to the tender
mercies of an uninterested servant, yon would soon be amply repaid
for your trouble by their additional performance. Many men
make it a rule to send their dogs to the mountains a week or two
before the grouse shooting; but they seldom even then get sufhi-
ciently exercised, and their mettle is slacked (confessedly a tem-
porary advantage with hali-broken wild dogs), instead of being
increased, by finding that, however many points they may make
(at squeakers under their nose), they never seeure a hird. A
month's road-work, with alterative medicine, is far better.

b7, Dogs severely worked should be fed abundantly on a nu-
tritions diet. Hunters and stage-coach horses have an unlimited
allowance, and the work of eager setters and pointers (in a hilly
country particularly) is proportionately havd; but the constitu-
tions of dogs vary so greatly that the quantity as well as quality
of their diet should be considered ; for it must be your aim to
obtain the largest development of muscle with the least superfluity
of flesh—that enemy to pace and endurance in dog 2s surely as
in horse and man. Yet this remark dges not apply to a water
retriever : he should have fat. It is a warm, well-titting great-
coat, more impervious to wet than a Mackintosh,—furnished by
Providence to whales, bears, and all animals that have to con-
tend with cold : and obviously your patient companion will feel
the benefit of one when he is shivering alongside you while
you are lying perdu in a bed of damp rushes,®

* It will tend to your comfort
and health to have your boots
made waterproof, and you will
not easily get a better preparation,
when well rubbed into the leather,
for effecting your object, than the
following. 1t is an admirable one
for rendering all kinds of leather
pliable, and for preserving them in
that state—nnd how often in the
beginning of a season have you
found your water-boots as hard as
a board !

To one ounce of Indis-rubber
(the old bottle-shaped gum) cut
into very small pieces, and dis-
solved in only as much spiritas
of paphtha as will convert the

rubber iuto a thick fluid, add not
more than one pint of oil; linseed
oil, or neat's-foot oil is, I am told,
the best.

For waterproofing cloth :—

2 1b, alum,
1 1b, sugar of lead,

20 quarts spring water.
Strain off' to clear. Let garment
sonk forty-eight hours, Hang up
until dry. Well brush afterwards,
Inexpensive, yet effective !

W%mn you cateh cold, do not
too hinstily blame our climate, our
enviable climate, which preservea
longer than any other the bloom
of its women and the vigour of its
men, where the sxtremes of cold
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568. Having mentioned condition, I am led to observe, that in
America I saw a pointer, which, from being hunted, I may say
daily, Sundays excepted, could not be kept in condition on oat-
meal and greaves, but which was put in hard flesh, and did his
work admirably, when Indian-corn meal was substituted for the
oatmeal. 1 have not seen it used in this country, but I can
fancy it to be a heating food, better calculated for dogs at
recular hard work than when they are summering* [t is
well known that no food should be given in a very hot state,—
not of a higher temperature than milk-warm; and that evenung
is the proper feeding time, in order that the dogs may sleep
immediately afterwards, and not be full when they are taken
out for then worning's work.

569, Iu India, I remember complaining to an old sportsman
that 1 had much ditliculty in keeping my dogs free from mange.
He at once asked if I did not give themn beef-tea with their
rice. 1 acknowledged that I did. He said it was of too
heating a nature, 1 tried mutton-broth, agreeably to his.
recomunendation, Every veati?e of mange vanished, but yeb
[ could hardly believe it attributable to so slight a changﬂ 1n
their dietsfor very little meat was used. As the mutton was
much dearer, 1 again tried the Leef. It would not do. The
mange reappeared. I was, therefore, obliged to return to the
mutton, and continue it, The teeth of dogs show that flesh is
a natural diet ; and if they are wholly deprived of it when they
are young, thu}r will arquire most revolting habits, —fur_-dm"
upon any filth they may tind, and often rolling in it. "The meat
should be cooked.

570. The good condition of a dog's nose is far from
being an immaterial part of his conditioning, for on the
preservation of its sensitiveness chiefly depends your
hope of sport. If it be dry from being feverish, or if
it be habituated to the villanous smells of an impure
kennel, how are you to expect it to acknowledge the
faintest taint of game—yet one that, if followed up by

and heat are equally unknown, in
which you can take with advan-
tage exercise every day in the year,
and peed pever suffer annuyance
frome mosquitoes, sandflies, fleas,
and other abominations, from
whicli few countriesare free. When
lwated by labour, are we not too
apt to throw off sume article of
apparel in order to get cool ¥
whereaa the Turk, more sensibly,
puts on additional clothing, and

sits out of a draught until he loses
all the extra heat he acquired from
exercise.

* Since the publication of the
first edition of this book, I have
had the gratification of reading
Mr, Herbert's * Field Sports in the
United States, &e.,” and find that
he does not consider Indian-corn
to possess any injurious qualities ;
on the contrary, be strongly recom-
menis its adoption in kennels.



CH. XV ] KENNELS. WARMTH NECESSARY. 315

olfactory merves in high order, would lead to a sure
find ? Sweetness of breath is a strong indication of
health. Cleanhiness is as essential as a judicious diet ;
and you may be assured that, if you look for excellence,
you must always have your youngster's kennel clean,
dry, airy, and yet sufficiently warm. The more you
attend to this, the greater will be his bodily strength
and the finer his nose,

In India the kennels are, of course, too hot ; but in the best
constructed which fell under my ohservation, the heat was much
mitigated by the roofs being thickly thatched with grass. In
England, however, nearly all kennels—1I am not speaking of those
for hounds—are far too cold in winter.

571. There must be sufficient warmth. Observe how
a petted dog, especially after severe exercise, lays him-
self down close to the five, and enjoys it. Do you not
see that instinet leaches him to do this? and must
it not be of great service to him? Why, therefore,
deny him in cold weather, after a hard day's work, a
place on the hearth-rug ? It is the want of sufficient
heat in the kennels, and good drying and brushing
efter hard work, that makes sporting dogs, particularly
if they are long-coated ones-suffer from rheumatism,
blear eyes, and many ills that generally, but not neces-
sarily, attend them in old age. The instance given in
226 is a proof of this.

Winter pups, you are told, are not so strong as those born in
summer. They would be, if they were reared in a warm room.
The mother's bodily heat cannot warm them ; for, after a while,
they so pull her about and annoy her, that she either leaves
them for a time, or drives them from her.

572, As I have casually touched on puppes, I will take the
opportunity of recommending, according to the plan adopted by
some sportsmen, and of which I have experienced the advantage,
that yuu have a whole litter, soon after it has Leen weaned,
(provided it be in a healthy state), inoculated for the distemper,
—a small feather, previously inserted in the nose of a diseased
dog, being for an instant put up the nostrils of the puppies. 1t
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will be necessary to keep them unusually warm,* and feed them
high, while they are suffering from the effects of this treatment.
It is not likely that you will lose any ; but if you should, the
loss will be small compared with that of an eduecated dog at a
mature age, The extent of the mischief will probably be a slight
eough, with a little running at the nose for a few days.

6573. Having heard that vraceination would greatly mitigate the
distressing symptoms of distemper, if not entirely remove all
susceptibility to infection, 1 endeavoured to possess myself with
the facts of the case. Circumstances were thus brought to my
knowledge which appear so interesting, that a brief detail of them
may not be unacceptable to sume of my readers. It would seem
that vaceination might be made as great a blessing to the canine
race as it has proved to mankind,—that is to say, many ex-
perienced men are still of that opinion.  All that I heard of ma-
terial import is nearly embodied in letters I received, some years

o, from Mr, L——e, of Neat's Court, Isle of Sheppey, an in-
telligent sportsman, much attached to cowrsing, As I am sure
he will not object to my doing so, I will quote largely from his
notes, He writes nearly mof-d-mot.

574. “%t is with pleasure that I answer yours of this morning,
and give youwhatlittleinformation lcan respecting the vaceination
of my puppies. DMr. Fellowes, who resided about eight years since
at 34, Baker Street, was the first person from whom [ learned any-
thing on the subject. He was a great breeder of bull-dogs, of ail
the canine race the mogt difficult to save in distemper, greyhounds
being, perhaps, the next on the hist.+ He told me that in twelve

ears he had lost but two puppies, and those not, he believed,
gmm distemper, and yet he had regularly bred every year.

5756, *I went to town purposely to see lhum operate upon a
clutch, The method is very simple, Take a small piece of Hoss
silk, and draw the end through a needle.  On about the middle
of the silk place some matter (when in a proper state) extracted
from a child's arm. Unfold (throw back) the ear so as to be able
to see the interior part near the root. You will then perceive a
little projecting knob or kernel almost detiched from the ear,
With the needle pierce through this kernel. Dvraw the silk each
way till the blood starts. Tie the ends of the silk, and the pro-
cess is completed. You may let the silk remain there: it will
drop off after a time. The object is to deposit the matter by this
method, instead of employing a lancet. 1 have great faith in the
efficacy of the plany simple as it appears.  With me it has never
fajled. For some years in succession I dropped a clutch of
greyhounds and two litters of sctters, and not a single pup had
the distemper more severely than for the disease to be just per-

* In all diseases of dogs—in.  pointers that rarely take it,— espe-
Bammatory, of course, excepted—  cially if they are liberally fed, and
warmth is recommended, lie warea while young. —W, N, H.

+ There is a bhardy breed of
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coptible. A little opening medicine then guickly removed that
slight symptom of illness.  Perhaps the best age to operate upon
puppies is when they are well recovered from their weaning.”

70. The balance of testimony and experience is,in my opinion,
quite in favour of vaccination ; but there ave n,ut'lmrit.iea of weight
who think that no good results from it. It 13, however, certain
that it cannot be productive of harm. Blaine writes that, as faras
his experience went, ** vaccination neither exempts the canine race
from the attack of the distemper, nor mitigates the severity of the
complaint.”  He adds, however, that the point was still at issue.

a71. It appears richt to observe that Blaine and Jenner were
contemporaries at a period when the medieal world was greatly
opposed to the vaccination of children. It is not surprising, there-
fore, that there shonld have been an unjust prejudice against the
vaccination of puppies. Youatt is altogether silent on the subject,
althougl he quotes Dr. Jenner's description of distemper. Colonel
Cook, in his observations on fox-hunting, &e., says, * Vaccina-
tion was tried i.l.'l some kennels as a pruvm}tivu, but it failed, and
was abandoned.” Mayhew™ does not allude to it.

D78. Not until after the foregoing remarks on vaccination were
written was I aware that Colonel Hawker recomm®nded the
E-]l'm, or, of course, I should, in former cditions. have quoted such

igh authority, Speaking in 1838, he observes, ‘I have ever
since adopted the plan of vaccination ; and so little, if any, has
been the effect of distemper after it, that I have not loat a dog
since the year 1816."—* This remedy has been followed with
great success both liere and in the United States. The plan
adopted is to insert a small quantity of vaccine matter under
each ear, just as you would do in the human arm.”

579. I know of many dogs in the scuth of England having been
cured of a regular attack of disteinper by a Iump of salt, about the
size of a common marble, being ocecasionally forced down their
throats ; say, for a grown-up pmnt&r half a dozen doses, with
an interval of two or three hours between each. The salt acts
as an emetic. Nourishing food and warmth are very requisite,

580. To some few of my readers it may possibly be of use to
observe that, with a little management, it is very easy to trick
a dog into taking medicine.

581. If rour patient i3 a large animal, make a hole in a piece of
meat, and having wrapped the phyzicin thin paper, shove it into
the hole. Throw the dog one or two bits of meat, then the piece
containing the medicine, and the chances afe that he will bolt 1t
without in the least suspecting he has been deceived. A pill,
enveloped in silver paper, emits no smell. If a powder is well

“ Dogs, their Management,” judgment; one who dares think
published Ly Routledge,—a work  for himself, not servilely treading
evidently written bya kind-bearted  in the footsteps of his predeces-
man of reflection, experience, and  sors.
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rubbed up with butter, and a little at a time of the mixture be
smearcd over the animal’s nose, he will lick it off and swallow
it. Powders can alan bhe placed between thin slices of bread
and butter, and be so administered. If you are treating a small
pampered favourite, probably a little previous starvation will
assist you,

682, Should you fail in your stratagems, and force be neces-
sary, it will be best to lay the dog on his back, or place him in a
aittinghpﬂcsture between your knees, with his back towards you.
In either position his legs are useless to him, as they have no
fulerum. While you are making him open his mouth, if you do
this by forcing your thumb and fingers between his grinders,
you can eflectually protect yomrself from a bite by covering
them with the dogs' own lips; - any powders then placed far
back on the tongue near the throat must be swallowed on the
dog’s mouth being firmly closed for a few seconds. He will not
he able to eject them, as they will adhere to his moist tongue,
[f given with a little dry sugar, they will be the less nauseous,
and therefore the dogr will be less disposed to rebel when next
you have occasion to act the part of a doctor.

583. Caftor oil is a valuable medicine for dogs ; and it ia a
good plan to let a pup occasionally lap milk into which a little
of this oil is poured, as then he will not in after-life dislike the
mixture.

584. T have still one very important direction to give: NEVER
LEND YOUR DOG. 7t may seem selfish, but if you make him
a really good one, I strongly advise you never to lend him to
any one, not even to a brother, unless, indeed, his method of
hunting be precisely the same as your's. If you are a married
man, you will not, I presume, lend you wife’s horse to any one
who has a coarse hand ; you would at least do it with reluct-
ance ; but you ought (I hope she will forgive my saying so) to
feel far more reluctance and far more prief, should you be
obliged to lend a good dog to an ignorant sportsman, or to one
who shoots for the pot. )



CONCLUSION.

585. GenTLE READER,—according to the courteous phraseology
of old novels, though most probably 1 ought to say, Brother
Sportsman, —if you have had the patience to attend me through
the preceding pages, while I have been describing the edu-
cational course of a dog from almost his infancy up to maturity,
I will hope that [ may construe that patience into an evidence
that they have afforded you some amusement, and, perhaps,
some useful instruction. '

586. Though I may have failed in persuading you to under-
take the instruction of your dogs yourself, yet I trust I have
shown you how they ought to be broken-in ;* and if you are a
novice in the field, I hope I have clearly explained to you in
what manner they ought to be shot over,—a knowledyge which
no ONne Ccan possess ub:-; intuition, and which you will find
nearly as essential to the preservation of the good gualities of
well-tutored dogs, as to the edueation of uninformed ones,

587. I believe that sll I have said is perfectly true, and, as
the system which I have described advdcates kind treatment of
man's most faithful companion, and his instruction with mildness
rather than severity, I trust that you will be induced to give it a
fair trial, and if you find it successful, recommend its adoption,

588, I dare not ask for the same favour at the hands of the
cenerality of regular trainers—I have no right to expect such
liberality. They, naturally enough, will not readily forgive my
intruding npon what they consider exclusively their own domain ;
and, above all, they will not easily l}alardun my urging every sports-
man to break-in his own dogs. They will, I know, endeavour to
persiade their employers that the finished education which I
have described is useless, or quite unattainable, without a great
sacrifice of time ;t and that, therefore, the system which I advo-

* A right good sportsman, in
days long gone by, gave this ad-
vice to his son, *a true chip of
the old block,"—* Don't get an
experienced keeper wedded to his
own customs and prejudiees ; but
engage & young man fond of sport.
Brﬁ Mﬂi’hl;gmm : and tl.jhen.
and not until then, will you have
doge broken to your mind."

t Is it quite certain that the
keepers who plead their inability
to devote more time to the im-
provement of their masters® dogs
have never found time to break-in
doga belonging to strangera? [If
a keeper would but make it a rule
while he is going his rounds by
day (to examine his traps, &e.) to
allow each of his pupils in tury
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cate isabad one. They will wish it to be forgotten—that T advise
a gradual advance, step by step, from the A, B, C ;—that accom-
plishments have only been recommended affer the acquisition
of essentials—never at the expense of essentials;—that at any
moment it is in the instructor's power to say, I am now satisfied
with the extent of my pupil’s acquirements, and have neither
leisure nor inclination to teach him more:"—and that the
cannot suggest quicker means of imparting any grade of edu-
cation, however mmcomplete ; at least they do not—I wish they
would ; few would thank them more than myself.

589, Greatly vexed at the erroneous way in which I saw
some dogs instructed in the north by onewho from his profession
shonld have known better, I promised, on the impulse of the
wmoment, to write. If I conld have purchased any work which
treated the subject in what T considered a judicious and per-
spicuous manner, and, above all, which taught by what means
a finished education conld be imparted, I would gladly have re-
commended the study of it,—have spared m:,raelf the trouble of
detailing the results of Iy own observations and experience,—
and not have sought to impose on any one the task of reading
them. When I began the book, and even when I had finished it,
[ intended to put it forth without any token by which the writer
might be discovered. Mr. Murray, however, foreibly represented

to accompany him in fine 1m;-:11.lnzrJ
and avail himself of that®oppor-
tunity to give the young dogs an
occasional outdoor lesson, they
would all be brought under good
subjection, and be taught to obey
implicitly every signal of the hand
—which ighalf the battle—without
taking him from his other occu-
pations, and without his having
devoted more than a few hours
exclusively to their preparvatory
education. If a keeper feels no
pride in the conduct of his dogs—
if heis not animated with a spark
of the enthusiasm that incites the
huntsman to such willing exertion
in the education and performance
of his hounds, he (the keeper) had
bettg change his profession. He
miay attain to eminence in another,
e certainly never “will in his pre-
gent position.

Az I have just talked about a
keeper * going his rounds " to ex-
amine his traps, it would be wrong
not to mention the serviceable

“Snap,” a white, short-haired
terrier belonging to a gamekeeper
of Mr. R s, who for many years
has sat as member for Dover.
The little animal's personal quali-
ties are far inferior to his men-
tal, for even hiz master, with all
hiz well-known partiality for his
petted companion, cannot eall him
handsome ; but he has a right to
quote in the dog's favour the old
saying, “ Handsome iz as hand-
some does,” DBesides other ways of
rendering himself useful, " Soap"
willingly considers it a standing
rule that he 1s to start off alone
every morning after breakfast to
take the tourof all the traps. On
his return to the lodge, if he has
no report to make, he maintains
n discreet silence ; but if any of
them are sprung, by vermin or
otherwise, he loudly proclaims
the fact, and leads the keeper,
whose time and legs he has thus
cleverly saved, direct to any spots
vequiring Lis personal attention.
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that nnless the pubdic had some goavantee for the fulelity of the
details, there wonld e no chanee of the hirtle work by
citeulated, or proving useful @ therefore. havinge aritten solely
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Usiten Seevice Cuvw,
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POSTSCRIPT TO THE SECOND EDITION,
REPRINTED IN THIS.

———

Soae time after the foregoing sheets were numbered and pre-
pared for the press, I received a letter on the subject of dogs and
dog-breaking from Mr. L—g (spoken of in 183;

I had long ago requested him freely to make remarks upon my
book, assuring him that as I had only written from a wish to be
serviceable, I could not but take all his comments in good part,
however much they might be opposed to my preconceived ideas.
I furthér promised to mention his criticisms for the benefit of my
future readers, if [ considered them judicious.

Every mén is fully entitled to form an opinion for himself; and
as there are minor points—though on most we are fully agreed—
in which Mr. L——g and myself slightly differ, I think it the
fairest plan to let him explain his own views in his own way, and
I have the less hesitation in doing so as, to most sportsmen, a
letter from a clever sportsman on his favourite subject must
always be more or less interesting. He writes nearly word for
word as follows :—

. HavuaREeT, Junnary, 1850,

“ 8ir,—On perusing your book on dog-breaking, I really find
little, if anything, to say that will assist you in your new edition ;
but I must observe that I think you would be doing a service
to the community if you would lend a helping hand to improve
the breed of pointers; or rather to get up a sort of committee
of sportsinen (thorough judges) to investigate into the pedigree
of dogs, and cxpress their opinion of the make, nose, durability,
&e., of the several animals submitted to them ; that prizes might
be wwarded, or stakes hunted for; and books kept of the pedigree
of the several competitors, much in the same way as such
matters are managed with greyhounds.

“ It is of no consequence how fast a dog travels who is wantud
for the mours, or how wide he ranges ; but such a dog would be
worse than useless in the south, and in all small enclosures. 1
feel assured that dogs which are first-rate on grouse are not
fitted for partridee. My experience tells me that not one dog in
twenty is worth keeping,—that the generality do far more harm
than good,—this I see almost every day that I am out. There
seem to be nowadays no recognised thorough-bred pointers but
those obtained fromn one or two kennels in Yorkshire. I have
shot nver many nurth-eountry dogs, but found there was too much
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of the fox-hound blood in them for the south,—they are too
high-couraged, and range much too far. After the first fortnight
of partridge-shooting you want quiet, close rangers, who will
never move until told. In the turnip-fields in Norfolk you will
get among lots of birds, and you may then 61l your bag any
day, provided you can hunt the field in perfect quiet ; but with
a rattling, blustering dog you will hardly get a shot,—yet you
want a dog that shall be neither too large nor too heavy.

“ Not one dog in fifty of the many I see properly hunts his
ground. The reason is this. The keepers in the north,—yet
none understand their duties better,—take out a lot of dopgs
along with an old one ; off they all start like oiled lightning—
some one way, the others just the contrary: one gets a point,
they all drop and stop. The keepers say, Is not that beantiful !
—is it not a picture for Landseer? I have followed the party
on the moors over the selfsame ground a dozen of times, and
obtained-with my brace of cluse rangers and good finders double
the number of shots that they did, and three times the amount
of game ; for I was walking at my ease, and giving my dogs
time to make out the bivds—which is very essential in the
middle of the day, when therc is a scorching sun.

“I recollect one instance in particular. Some years ago I had
just arrived at the top of a very stiff hill on the Bradfield Maoors
(in Yorkshire), and was making for a certain spring where I had
forwarded my luncheon, and a ?rcairsupply of ammunition, when
[ saw, immediately before me, two gentddemen with their keepers,
and four very good-looking setters, hunting the precise ground I
had to take to get to my point—about a mile off. I therefore sat
down for a quarter of an hour to let them get well ahead. They
fonnd several stragoling birds ; but there was such a noise from
the kecpers rating and halluoing to the dogs, that, although they
wot tive or six shots, they only bagged one brace of birds.  When
they reached the spring, they observed me coming over the very
ground they had beat only a quarter of an hour before. I got
ten shots, every one to points, and killed nine birds. I was highly
complimented on the beautiful, quict style of my dogs, &e., and
was offered a goblet of as fine old sherry as man ever drank. 1
need not observe that I much relished it after my morning’'s walk.
The gentlemen said that if I felt disposed to take the dogs to the
Tontine Inn, Sheflield, when I had done with them, I should find
fifty guineas there awaiting me ; but I declined the offer, as on
severul occasions I had repented having yielded to the temptation
of & long price for favourite dogs. The brace I refused tg sell
were youny setters, bred by Tom Cruddas, keeper to— Bowes,
Esq., near Barnard Castle, Durham. [ subsequently found them
very unfitted for the style of work required in small fields and
inditferent stubble, and T was well beaten in a trial with them
avainst a brace of Russian setters, I afterwards procured the
latier by exchanging my Englishmen for them. For two years [
was wch pleased with the forefinmers, aud lwed some puppies
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from them ; they did not, however, turn out to my satisfaction.
I then tried a cross with some of the best dogs I could get in
England and from Russia, but could never obtain any so good
as the original stock. I have now got into a breed of red and
white pointers from the splendid stock of the late Sir Ha

Goodrich, and many anut{:er hundred head of game shounld

have killed—and in much greater comfort and temper should I
have shot—had I possessed so perfect a breed twenty years ago.

‘““ As a proof of what can be done with dogs, I will mention
that I broke in a spaniel to hunt (with my setters) in the
as well as in cover, and made him * point,’ * back,” and * drop to
charge,’ as perfectly as any dog you ever saw ; and he would,
when ordered, retrieve his game ; the setter, meanwhile, never
moving until desired. I shot over them for two years. They
were a very killing pair, but had not a sporting look. In Sep
tember, 38, I tovk them with me to that excellent sportsman,
Sir Richard Sutton, The old Squire Osbaldiston was there.
They were both much pleased with the dogs. By letting my
poor pet * Dash’ run about, he was bitten by a mad dog in the
neighbourhood. Of course '1 lost him.

‘* Bpeakif®s of spaniels, I must say I thiuk that there is no
kind of dog that retrieves birds so well in thick turnips, where
so much dead and wounded game is frequently left unbagged.
With ‘Dash’ I seldom lost a feather in the strongest turnips in
the course of a whole day ; but I now rarely go out with sports-
men but that I see two er three birds lost,—sometimes more,—
from what are seid to be the best breed of retrievers in the
country. The constant loss of wounded birds is one of the
drawbacks to the Norfolk shooting, where, without doubt, the
finest shooting in England is to be obtained. Gentlemen there
go out, some four, five, or six in a line, with only one or two
retrievers, and a man to each to pick up the killed game. The
sportsmen never stop toload, for each has generally a man by his
side with a spare gun 1‘-31:]:," charged. If a bird 18 winged, ora
hare wounded, the dogs go in at once to fetch it, Were the
sportsmen to divide into distinet parties, each party taking one
or two steady, close-ranging dogs, what much more true sport and
pleasure they would have !—and kill, too, quite as much game.

““Yon ask me wherein I differ from you in what you have
written ! Certainly in very little,—and I have sent several
gentlemen to Murray's for copies of your book; but in page 3
you say that ‘ dog-breaking does not require much experience,’
Therg I cannot agree "I'F.tt-fl ron,—for how is it that there are
so few who understand 1t'i' Not one keeper or gentleman in
a thousand, in my opinion. The reason is that they have not
wufficient practice and experience. ¥

In another point I differ with you. I have seen some of the

The reason, in wny opinion, perly taught — how to teach.—
15, that they have @ot Leen pro- W, N. H.



MR. L—G'S LETTER. 25

best rangers I ever shot over made by being allowed to follow
their mother in the field, or some very old dog,*—what some

ople would term a worn-out potterer. But I think it a yet

etter plan to attach a lay cord of about forty yards in length
to the collar of the young dog. and let a man or boy hold the
other end. You will give a slight whistle when he gets to the
extremity of his range, and a wave of the hand to turn him
forward or back.t By such means I have seen dogs, with a few
days’ constant shooting, made perfect in that,—the most cssential
thing in all dog-breaking.

"% observe that you condemn the check-collary in toto. I
think you are wring. I have seen dogs cured by it who would
not drop to shot, but would perpetually rush in, especially if a
wounded bird was fluttering near them, and who had been most
unmercifully licked, to no useful purpose. I recollect orders
being given to destroy a dog that appeared utterly incoirigible.
As he was a beautiful * finder,’ I begged that he nught be allowed
one more trial. I sent to town for a check-collar, and in a few
hours he was pulled head over heels half a dozen times. He then
found out what he was punished for, squatted down accordingly.
and never afterwards attempted to rush forward, uffless he was
over-fresh. You speak of hares not annoying your dogs in Scot-
land. I have been sadly annoyed by them when grouse-shooting
there. In one part, from hares jumping up every five minutes,
I had great difficulty in restraining my dogs from chasing ; and
on this occasion I found the check-collar quite a blessing,—for
had I used the whip I should have been thrown off my shooting,
and the noise would have disturbed the birds. I had at the time
two of the best shots in England shooting against me, and 1
should to a certainty have been beaten had 1 not been so prudent
as to take out the collar.

““ T remember selling to a young officer a brace of my puppies,
or rather young dogs (for they were eigchteen months old), for
twenty-five guineas. They were well broken, but had not been
shot over. Ti‘e had not been an hour on the moors before up
started one of the small Scotch sheep. Both the dogs gave chase,
and on their return the keeper was directed to give them a good
dressing. One of them would not hunt for them again, and be-
came o timid that the officer desired the keeper to get rid of it.

* Apn expeditious method, as is
admitted in 191, but there, I think,
all praise ceases. —W. N. H.

1 Doubtless a good plan ; per-
baps the best plan with a bold
dog whose initiatory eduecation
has been neglected—and who, in
conseqtience, will mot watch for

your signals, nor yet look to you
on your whistling ; but the cord

wight be longer. and the buoy
ghould follow the deg to allow of
his range being more exten®ed.—
W. N. H.

t Meaning tlie spike collm
described in 300 of this, and 1346
of first edition. No mention was
made in that edition of the milder
collar mow spoken of in 301,—

W, N. H.
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It was given to a gentleman in the neighbourhood, who knew
he conld not be far away in accepting 1t, as it had been bred
and sold by me. He took 1t out a few times, and soon found
out its value. The other dog the officer sold for £10, and then
wrote a very angry letter to me, complaiming of my having sold
him such a brace as well broken, A fortnight after this he
invited the gentleman who had becowme possessor of the shy
puppy to come and shoot with him,  The gentleman made his
appearance with, what he termed, his  shy friend.” After many
protestations agninst taking out such a brute, it was azreed
that it should be done on the gentleman’s nh‘"ermg to bet £5
that his *shy frienl’ would get more points than either of the
dogs they proposed hanting ; and another £5 that he should
prove himself the best hroken of the dogs, and never during
the whole day offer to chase hare or sheep. The bets were not
made, but to show you the esteem in which his late master
afterwards held the animal, he offered fifty guineas to get her
back, but the money was refused, His brother also turned
out a magnificent dog ;—so much for want of patience.

* It 18 just possible that all T have written may be of no nse,—
but should%ou lind it of any, it is guite at your service. Since
I last saw you I have had many wore opportunities of observing
the extraordinary nese of the dog I showed you—a quality in
which I fancy forty-nine out of fifty dogs are deficient. 1 sent
him down to Hicktield Place, Hants, for the Speaker; who is an
excellent sportsman, to mise for a few times to sec if he was not
superior to lus dows. He returned the dog with a very hand-
some basket of game, sayving he was one of the finest dogs he
had ever seen hunted, and he begred me to get him a brace of
the same kind against next season, stating that the price would
Lbe mo consideration if they proved as good as mine. I have
tried him against many other old dogs, suid to be ‘ the best in
England,’ but uot one of thew had a shadow of a chince against
him, 1 ’have vefused a very long price for him. For beauty, -
style, symmetry, nose, duruhilir}; and good-temper (a great
thing), none can beat him. 1 should hike to increase his breed
for the sake of the shooting conmmunity ; yet I have no wish to
keep him Ruhh-.l_w, as a sire, nor te send him away. Ithink I
ghonld be doing a gencral benefit if 1 gave it out that his ser-
vices could be obtaned for three ruineas ; and that the sums
thus obtained were to be set aside as a pr'[m for the best dog,
to be contended for by competitors who should give £3 or £5
cach Something of this kind could, I think, be managed,
and 1t would greatly tend to improve our breed of pointers. I
bought a bitch with the view of getting some pups by him.
She had nine, but not one like the father, grandfather, or
great-grandfather—so I sold her, puppies and ;5 I have just
purchased another ; she comes of an excellent stock, and has
good shape. I shall see what luck I have with her. She isa
far mwre likely dam,
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“T shoulid have written to yon | ng ago, had I not expected
tn meet the person I term my Yorkshire breeder. He is the besf
bycaker I crer saw, and a man you can depend upon. He and
his father, for sixty vears, have borne as high o chavacter for
honesty as for excellence in breaking, Many o time has he
contended, and always come off vietor, asainst Mr, Edge's dogs
—a good trial kennel, but the breed have savage dispositions,
Tad temp-:rs, and are very unmanageable when young, I have
tried many of them myself, and have no farth i then.

** On the moors, when the work is excessively fativning, and
plenty of water is LI-.“'III."‘I."I.].].} to be found. you may with wly a.nhnf:
cmploy setters; but in a hot "-e]-tnu!_uﬂ, in England, when no
water could be procured; I have known some of the b-.-at setters
I ever saw do nothing but put up the birds,  In midday, when
there was but little scent, their nasal organs scemed quite to
fail them, and, being fast, they constantly ran into coveys before
they could stop themselves,

** I was once asked to be umpire in a match between a pointer
and a setter. It was to be decided by which of the dogs got most
points in the day. As this was the agrecinent, I was ubh"ﬂl in
abide by it and decide accordingly: but that is not®the test by
which the superiority of dogs ou aht to be determined, T pre-
sie what is really wanted in a dng 15 wacfulness to his waster in
Lilling qune,  TE s0, that dog ought to be considered best which
wefs lns naster most shots within a rise not exceeding forty
yards.* The sctter being faster, and taking a much wider
range, pot by far the most points, therefore I was compelled to
award him the prize; lmt the pointer made twenty-two points,
to which the party got twenty-one shots, The setter zot thirty
prints, but only sixteen of thew conld be shot to, and he put up
thrice as many birds as the pointer. [ conld wention twenty
other similar instunces of trinls between pointers and sethers,
bt 1 should fill half a dozen more sheets, and not interest you.
It is getting dark, so 1 wH.'I conclude my long yarn,

I awn, Sir,
“ Your obedient servant,
i Siuned | “Iusn. Laxe™

* |lu the correctness of this reasvnivg 1 fully concur.—W, N, H.
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NotE 10 65.— Covers.—Shooting.— Loading.

WaaAT convenient covers they are—and what excellent shelter
they furnish for game, when planted with holly, laurel, and other
evergreens ! —especially if the proprietor, in a moment of sport-
ing enthusiasm, has consented to his keeper's request, and had
some of the trees half-felled, so that the }J]‘FLTIEIIEB lying on the
around live and grow, deriving nourishment from the sap still
Howing through the uncut bark. Perhaps gorse forms the best
ground cover for the preservation of game ; but it 13 far from
being the most agreeable to shoot in. It has, however, a great
merit—it i8 much disliked by poachers. There should be good
roosting-trees ; and the different kinds of fir—spruce particularly
—give most security, their thick spreading branches affordin
much concealment at all seasons of the year. They are, too, -3
quick growth. But the most favourably planted covers will
prove unattractive unless there is a constant supply of water
within a reasonable disfance. An old brother-ofticer of mine,
who has property in Suffolk, argues,—and most will think
correctly, —that for the preservation of game, beltings should
not run round the external part of an estate (as is often the
case), but lie well within it, and at some distance from a high-
road.

Talking of beltings and pheasants, as some sporting Griffin (to
use an Indian expression) may come across this book, I may as
well, for his sake, mention that pheasants are generally pre-
vented from running to the further end of a belting, and then
rising in one dens& clond, by a man sent ahead striking two sticks
together, or making some other slizht noise which, without too
much alarming the birds, yet prevents their running past him.
As the guns approach him he gets further forward, and takes up
another position, keeping wide of the cover wlulst he 13 on the
move. Should the Grittin make one of the shooting-party, he is
advised to bear in mind that the guns should keep close to the
hedgg (or rails), that any game on the point of ** breaking " may
not so readily observe them, and in consequence beat a retreat.
By-the-bye, my young friend, shonld you wish your host to give
you another invitation to his covers, never let him see you earry-
ing your barrels horizontally., If you are a bit of a soldier, you
will know what I mean when I say that, combining due prepara-
tion for prompt action with security to him who may be skirmish-
mg near, your gug cai be conveniently borne acrosa the open at
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the “*Slope arms” of the sergeant's fusil. When you are in
cover (or your dog draws upon game), it might be carried much
in the position of ** Port arms.” At the moment you level,
following the example of the best pizeon shots, place your left
hand well in advance of the poise. If you have any fears of the
barrels bursting, leave them at home. Your steadiest position
is with the elbow held nearly perpendicularly under the gun :
whercas your right elbow ought to be almost in a horizontal line
with your shoulder, thus furnishing a convenient hollow for the
reception of the butt. The firmer you grasp the stock, the less
is the recoil. That amusing fellow Wanostrocht, in his work on
cricketing (“ Felix on the Bat"), writes, * The attitude of en
garde of the left-handed swordsman is the attitude of play for
the right-handed batsman,”—and you, my supposed Griffin, may
rest assured that it is the best position your feet and legs can take
on a bird's rising, but the right foot muight be with advantage a
little more to the right. 1‘.-%'a11n':ma:trl:nr:]'n: continues, ** The knees
are bent ; and the body, well balanced, 18 prepared,” you may
add, ** to turn steadily to the right or left according to the flight
of the bird.” In nine caszes out of ten the commgn advice to
“ keep both eyes open ' when firing is extremely ud%:inua, But
some men are ‘‘left-eyed ; ¥ a matter you have probably little
thought about; and yet it is of consequence, for if you are
“left-eyed,” your aim from the right shoulder (both eyes being
ﬂ?ﬂﬂ} cannot be correct. To determine whether or not you are
“right-eyed,” look steadily, with hoth®eyes open, at any small
nbject near you,—rapidly raise a finger (of either hand) perpen-
dicularly, endeavouring to cover the vbject.  Instantly close the
left eye. If you tind that your finger lies in the direct line be-
tween the object and your right eye, you will have the satisfac-
tion of knowing that you are *‘ right-eyed ;"' but if your finger,
instead of intercepting the object, is wide of the mark, at once
close the right eye and open the left, when yon will, in all pro-
bability, perceive that your finger lies directly between your left
cye and the object, thereby showing that you are ** left-eyed.”
I hope it may not be so, as, unless you can shoot from the lefl,
shoulder, you voght to close the left eye when bringing your gun
to the poise, until from practice you become ** right-eyed.” The
odds are in favour of your being right-legzed as well as right-
eyed, which important point will be settled, I hope to your
satisfaction, should yon ever be under the disagreeable necessity
of having to kick an impertinent fellow downstairs. Never
zhoot in a hurry. Strive to acquire coolness in other werds,
strive to acquire such a command over your trigger-finger that it
shall never bend until so ordered by your judgment. Youreye
will inform your reason of the exact moment when you ought to
pull, and your finger, submissive to reason, ought to wait for that

1se moment, and not yield to any nervousness. Look with
the greatest infensify at the bird as it rises, and coolly observe
ita line of flight while deliberately bringing #he barrels to voun
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shoulder. Steadiness will be increased by your not removing
the gun from your shoulder the instant you have tired. Never
fire when your shot can be of no more advantage than a single
bullet. If you have a bet about killing a jack snipe, seize the
favourable moment for pulling the trizger when the pellets will
be spread over a disc of more than a yard in diameter. He will
then be zizzagring some 35 or 40 yards from vou ; and if your
aim is taken at this moment a full foot in advance of his general
line of flight, there is little chance of his escaping unpeppered
(and one grain will suffice), however adroitly he may turnaud twist.
For any kind of bird tlying at that distance rapidly down-wind, and
crossing you, your gun ought to be pitched miuch further forward,
A still greater allowance should be made if the distance be con-
siderable ; and greater elevation shounld be then given to the
barrels, as the grains of shot will become deflected. The same
rale holds with birds rising : aim above them. There is always
more fear of your firing too much to the rear and too low, than
too much to the front and too hizh. Fancy that hares and
rabbits have only heads, and get into the habit of looking at ne
other part,—nay, of looking yet further ahead. The best cover-
shot I know says that he aims at a rabbit rushing through gorse
or underwood a yard in front of the spot where he last canght a
climpse of it. HKabbits halt for & moment the instant they got
hidden by cover—not so hares. To kill ground game it is excel-
lent practice to make some one on the side of a hill roll down
turnips which you, standing below him (sometimes in one position,
sometimes in another) salute with a right and left. That their
hands and eyes may work in unison, novices have been recom-
mended to hang on the ight of swallows with an unloaded gun,
It is best to hang on a full foot or more in front of the birds,
ani pull the very instant you think your aim is correct. The
more you thus practise (and at game especially, in order to over-
come any nervous sensation occasioned by birds rising), before
you commence using powder, the more certain is it that you will
eventually becomeacool steady shot. Afterhaving commenced the
campaign in right earnest, should you be shooting unsteadily or
nervously, you would do well to have the philosophy to go up a
few times to your dog’s point unloaded, and by taking (long after
the birds are on the wing, but yet within shot) a deliberate aim
reassure yourself of the folly of all precipitaney. Lest you should
‘as often happens in spite of every previous resolution) involun-
tarily pull the trigger sooner than you intend, keep your finger
off it*until the very instant you wish to dre*

P

* Bea end of 444,
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On the Choice of a Gun.—Chaolre Bores.—Huanunerliss Guns, —
Black Powder, * E.C.," Schultze,

My, Jorrocks asks ** Who shall advise a man in the choice of
a wife or an ‘ors 1"

And the novice is only too prone to insist on the right of
private judgment in the choice of his gun also. But it 18 just
as unreasonable to suppose that the same build of stock is natur-
ally suitable to different builds of arins and shoulders, as to suppose
that the same length of stirrup is naturally suitable to legs of
different length. “And on this point a few words of advice will
not be out of place.

Let the tyro who wishes to find a gun to suit him repair to
the shop of the maker whose goods and whose prices arve to
his mind. Let him take with him an intellizent friend to aim
at (the friend will take care that the weapons are unloaded),
and from the variety of guns before him let him take up one
after another, and bring them up to his shoulder, looking hard
the while at the richt eye of his friend, as if it were the
object-bird. His friend will readily be able to teldd him with
which gun he takes most accurate level—that is, which gun
comes up best to his shoulder. If, however, the gun-maker
or his aszsistant be one vn whoin the tyro has reason to rely,
his experienced judgment will be of more value than that of a
friend.

It must be borne in mind that in shooting with a pair of guns,
it is quite essential that they should be of the same angle and
lenath of stock.

Next, as to the bore. We take it that in this country 12-bore
is by far the most commonly used, but 16 and 20-bores are
also frequently met with. In saying a word on the relative
merits of 12-bores and 20, we leave it to be inferred that
the 1G-bore stands midway between the two, combining some
of the advantares and some of the disadvantages of both.
The result of recent experiments goes to show that though
the penetrating power of the best 20-bore is very little indeed
below that of the lest 12 bore, yet on the average of the
make of guns the penetration of the smaller is very inferior.
It seems almost needless to state that the smaller bore makes
a pattern of smaller diameter, and calls for far more accurate
shooting, Yet this in itself is by some held to be an advantage,
They claim that it is a case of clean kill or miss ; that fewer
birds go away wounded, fewer pheasanta are * tailored." Phis
i 'ﬂngeniuble, and, so far, is an argument for placing the
20-bore in the hands of the novice ; but, in ulmntm%ieapeciu'lly,
success produces success, and it is to be feared that a large
proportion of these dxsmumgmh “elean musses " will not
imspire the tyro with much coolpess and confidence. Now,

against these weighty disadvantages aﬂmethmri: 18 to be set in
t.ha other scale of the balance, Your 20-boit is lighter, and
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1s therefore casier to carry throuszh a hard day, and, what is
far more important, it can be brought to the shoulder and
pointed with greater rapidity. Especially is this valuable for
rabbit-shooting in covert—and for this kind of shooting, and
this only, would we give the 20-bore the palm. For all general
purpnses, we believe no gun to be so useful, and so deadly, as
the 12-bore, with the left barrel choked.

We say *‘ the left barrel choked,” because the majority fire
the right barrel first. At all events, let the first fired barrel
be plain cylinder. For, consider—we are speaking of ordinary
shooting, not of driving, or *f rocketers "—in what cases do we
commonly use two barrels? Firat, for a vicht and left ; second,
to retrieve a miss or stopa cripple.  In the first case your second
bird will have tlown, while you were killing your first, just about
the length of the advantage of your choked barrel over your
cylinder. Your two charges will have scattered equally and will
have the same degree of penetration when they reach their re-
spective marks.  The two birds will be, practically, at the same
range.

In the segomid ense, the advantage of a choked second barrel
is still more obvious,  Presuming that you have fired your first
barrel at a fair range, the fugitive will be something beyond
that range by the time you get in your second ; he will be just
at the right range for your choke.

If both barrels are choked, you are obliged either to fire at
an unproperly close rande with your first barrel, or to let your
birds go so far before firing at all, that you do not give yourself
& fair chance with the second.

[t 18 always to be remembered, by-the-bye, to the disadvan-
tare of the 20-lbore, that if you run short of cartridges while
shooting with a gun not in common use, you are less likely to
be able to borrow ammunition from friends who may be better
supplied.

We come next to the much-vexed guestion of hammers or
hammerless. To the tyro whe can afford a first-class article at
a long price, we would say, ** Buy the best hammerless gun you
can get.”" Whether you will make better shooting with it is quite
another gquestion, Some contend that the hammers interfere
with the vision; others equally experienced assert that it is a
guide to the eye to have the avenue between the hammers to
ulance down. Be that as 1t may, it is certain that going through
thick covert and hedges many an accident has been occasioned
by a"twig pulling back the dog-head from the half-cock, and then
veleasing it. And it is equally certain that this cannot happen
when there 1g no doghead to catch.

Many a man, moreover, has been shot by his loader, and
many more have had narrow escapes. These accidents are
usually the result of clomsy fumbling with the dog-head of
trigger. Now, with a hammerless gun, in which the closing of
the breech has tife effect of cocking it, the loader would have



APFENDIX. 353

to go much out of his way to touch the trigeer at all, and there
is no dog-head that he can touch. Of course, accidents ought
never to oceur with any gun, unless it strangely misbehaves,
but they do happen nevertheless, and while sportsmen and
loaders continue human, it is very advisable to reduce the
possibility of accidents to a minimum,

““Unless a gun strangely misbehaves” we have said, and
that is just what your not quite first-class hammerless guns
are very prone to do. We do not urge that they should be
elaborately engraved, and so forth, but it is essential that
first-class material and workmanship should be put into the
locks. The locks of hammerless guns are more delicate than
those of the old kind. With inferior locks and safety bolts,
even when new, many a miss-fire and accident will happen,
and hidden defects are liable at any moment to reveal their
presence by disastrous results when the machinery becomes
ever so slightly worn by work. Cheap hammerless guns
let the tyro eschew! Let him rather be content with a
good plain central fire, with rebounding locks—for these

in are safer, and save much time in loading—and if
an accident does happen he will have no one but himself to
blane,

The tyro, then, being thus equipped with a suitable weapon,
the mext question that presents itself has reference to the
loading charge. There are two kinds of powder which at the
present day are threatening to supersede the old black Curtis
and Harvey. These are the Schultze and the Explosive
Company's (commonly known as “ E.C."). The advantages
claimed by each of these over the black powder are very
similar—wiz., that less smoke, less noise, and less fouling
of the barrels accompany their discharge. This is mainly
and roughly the case on behalf of the new inventions, and
of these favourable features the great and important one is,
beyond doubt, the almost complete freedom from that clond
of smoke which, with the old black powder, so often inter-
feres with the firing of the second shot. Such an advantage
is this felt to be that some of the best pigeon shots use the
Schultze powder in the first barrel and the black in the left.
But we shall observe that this testimony to the utility of
the Schultze powder in this respect is, at the same time,
testimony to the greater killing power of the black. Else,
why the black powder in the second barrel? But these refine-
ments are not for the tyro, to whom alone we venturt to
address these words of advice. For him we would say that,
though these modern inventiens possess many undeniable
advantages, and each has the support of undeniable authority,
yet there has ever attached to them a suspicion of danger.
Of the E.C. powder we hear that in some cases its explosive
furce has been found more powerful than well-regulated. A
gunmaker of great experience expressed tld opision, but a
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month before the date of writing this, that the E.C. powder
was not yet perfected, and he may perhaps be correct. Now,
Schultze powder we believe to be as safe as any gunpowder
can be, provided it be kept in an equable, and moderately
dry, temperature, When it has been allowed to become tgo
hot and dry, or bas been injudiciously dried after being
allowed to contract moisture, then it iz that its explosive
power becomes dangerous. With fair precautions, we believe
that it may be employed with perfect safety, but youth and
fully are terms that seem ever allied, and to our tyro we
would say, ‘* Stick while you are a tyro to the good old black
powder, and when yon have served out your apprenticeship-
you will be competent to settle this much-vexed question fm'
rourself.”

At this very time our Government are buying a powder from
the Germans, who alone possess the secret of its manufacture,
and though this is for large ordnance only, it tends to show that
further improvement in sporting gunpowder may be looked for
in the immediate future.

The best weight of shot and powder, and the best method of
leading with regard to wads, and so forth, are details which every
good gunmaker will have determined by experiments with each
particular gun, and of which he should enclose an account in
the gun-case,

And with this we hand our tyro over to a Mentor, incomparably
better than any other—&xperience,

Note To 283.

Trapping.—Owl as Decoy.—Hen Harvier.—Keeper's Vermin
Daga, —Stoats.

A good book for gamekeepers on trapping is still a gieat deside-
ratum. It should be written by a practical man, who is a bat
of a paturalist; for no trapper can be very successful unless
he is well acquainted with the haunts and habits of the many
kinds of vermin it is his business to destroy. Mr, C——e's
vamekeeper at R——n, Perthghire, who was well aware of
the great importance of diligently searching for their nests
in the breeding senson, was at length amply repaid for often
watching the proceedings of a hen-harrier frequently seen
Im\'eunu over a small wood not far from his cottaze, He could
never pereaiva that she alichted on any of the trees; but,
from the time of year, and her so perseveringly returning
to the spot, he felt convinced that her nest was not far off,
Inetfectual, however, was every search. At length, one morning
he was lucky ene 1gh to remark that something fell from her.
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He hunted close in that direction,—found the nest, and the
young ones regaling on a snipe whose remains were still warm ;
evidently the identical bird she had most adroitly dropped from
a considerable height into the middle of her hungry brood.
[t would have been very intercsting to have observed how she
managed on a windy day. FProbably she would have taken an
sasy shot by sweeping close to the trees. In Germany much
winged vermin is destroyed with the aid of a deeoy horned owl.
The keeper having selected a favourable spot on a low hillock
where the bird is likely to be ubserved, drives an uprizht post
into the ground, the upper part of which is hollowed. The bird
is placed on a perch shaped much like the letter T. A string
15 attached to the hottom of the perpendicular part, which is
then dropped into the hollow or socket. The armed keeper con-
ceals himself in a loopholed sentry-box, prepared of green
boughs, at a suitable distance, amidst sheltering foliage. His
pulling the string rases the perch. The owl, to preserve its
balance, flutters its wings., This is sure to attract the notice
of the neighbouring magpies, hawks, crows, &c. Some from
curiosity hover about, or, still chattering and peering, alight
on the neighbouring trees (of course, standing invitdgly within
gunshot) ; others, having no longer any reverence for the bird
of Wisdom in his present helpless condition, wheel round and
round, every moment taking a sly peck at their fancied enemy,
while their real foe sends thewr death-warrant from his impervious
ambuscade. "

Talking of vermin, I am reminded that J 8 H——d, an old
gamekeeper with whom I am aequainted, avers that one of his
craft can hardly be worth his salt unless he possesses ** a recular
vood varmint of a dog.” It should be of a dark colour, not to
betray so readily the movements of his master to interested
parties. He says he once owned one, a bull-terrier, that was, to
again quote the old man's words, “ worth his weight in gold to
a gamekeeper ;¥ and it was incredible the quantity of ground-
vermin, of every kind, the dog killed, which included snakes and
adders—destroyers of young birds of every sort, and it 15 said
of oggs (but this it is difficult to conceive, unless we imagine
thiem to be erushed in the same manner as the boa-constrictor
murders his vietiing, a sapposition without a shadow of proof—
small egers, however, might be swallowed whole),—that he was
perpetually hunting, but never noticed game—had an excellent
nuse, and on occasions when he could not ran into the vermin,
would unerringly lead his master to the hole in the old hank,
tree, or pile of fagots where it had taken refuge ; when, if it was
a stoat or weasel, and in a place where the report of a gun was
not likely to disturb game, the keeper would bring him into
“icel,” wait patiently awhile, and then, by imitating the ery
of a distressed rabbit, endeavour to entice the delinquent to
come forth and be shot. If this ruse failed, H——d quickly
prepared a trap that generally scaled the fate of the destructive
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fittle creature. As the dog retrieved all he canght, the old
barn-door was always well covered with recent trophies, OM
trophies atford no evidence of a keeper's diligence

The dog invariably accompanied his master during his rounds
at night, and had great talents for discovering any two-legged
intruder. On finding one, he would quietly creep up, and then,
by running round and round him as if prepared every moment
to make a spring, detain him until joined by the keeper; all
the while barking furiously, and adroitly avoiding every blow
aimed at his sconce.®

He was moreover (but this has little to do with his spurting
habits) a most formidable enemy to dogs of twice his power; for
he would cunningly throw himself upon his back if overmatched,
and take the same unfair advantage of his unfortunate opponent
which Polygars are trained to do when they are attacking the
wild hog (445 ).

I relate this story about H——d and his bull-terrier because
few men ever were so successful in getting up a good show of
game on a property. It was a favourite observation of his that
it was not game—it was vermin, that required looking after;
that these hid more injury than the largest gang of poachers,
as the depredations of the latter could be sto ped, but not those
of the former. There are few who, on reflection, will net agree
with the old keeper. Stoats are so bloodthirsty, that if one of
them come across a brood of young pheasants he will give each
in succession a deadly gxipe on the back of the neck close to the

sold at 2:. each ;—I1 will not de-

* If you are attacked by a dog

when you have the good fortune
to be armed with a shilelagh, do
not hit him ncross the head and
eyes ; bear in mind that the front
part of his fore legs is a far more
vulnerable and sensitive spot.
One or two well-applied blows
upon that unprotected place will
penerally dizable
dog. Conzider how feelingly alive
your own ehins are to the slightest
rap. I have in India seen a
vicious horse quite cowed under
such discipline ; and a really
savage nag in that country, is, to
use o expression common among
the natives, a fellow who would
“ant une to the very turban.”
They will sometimes cure a biter
by letting him seize a leg of
mutton burning hot off the fire—
not so expensive a remedy as you
may think, where sheep, wool, or
rather hair and all.ere constantly

the strongest-

seribe how poor: I have lifted
them up, one in each hand, to
judge of their comparative weight.
A country-bred horse may be con-
quered by harsh means; but a
true Arab, never. It i3 rare to
find one that 18 not swest-tem-
pered ; but when he is vicious,
his high spirit and great cournge
make iim quite indomitable,

With a stout stick, a better
defence than you may at first
irnagine can be moade against the
nttack of a wvielous bull. Smart
blows struck on the tip of his
horns seem to cause a jar painfully
felt at the roots. Mr. B—mn, of:
A—n, when he was charged in
the middle of a large field by a
bull which soon afterwards killed
a man, adopting this plan, beat
off the savage animal, though
it several times repwwed its at-
tacks,
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skull, nov to make any use of the earcasses, but in the epicurean
desire to suck their delicate brains. All who are accustomed
to “rabbiting” know that even tame ferrets evince the same
murderous propensities, and commit indiscriminate slanghter,
apparently in the spirit of wanton destructiveness.

From all, however, that I have seen and heard, I faney no
animal =0 much prevents the increase of partridges and pheasanta
as the hooded crow.

An intelligent man, C——8 M——n (an admirable dresser of
salmon-flies), whose veracity I have no reason to distrust, assured
me that he had seen about the nest of a “hoodie™ (as he called
the bird), the shells of not less than two hundred eggs, all nearly
of the partridge and pheasant. He told me that he once had
an opportunity of observing the clever proceedings of a pair
of these marauders, bent on robbing the nest on which a hen-
pheasant was actually sitting, One of the depredators by flut-
tering round her, and slily pecking at her unprotected stern,
at length su succeeded in irritating her, that she got up to
punish him. By a slow scientific retreat, he induced her to
pursue him for a few steps, thus affording his confgderate, who
had concealed himself, the opportunity of removing certainly
one egg, Enrhu, 8 two. By repetitions of this sham attack and
retreat, the adroit pilferers eventually managed to empty the
nest,

The above-mentioned man had been brought up as a game-
keeper in Cumberland. He became an Exce%lent trapper ; and
was afterwards employed on an estate near the Cheviot Hills,
where, in a short time, he got up a decent stock of game by
destroying the wvermin. He found the grounds swarming
with ““ hoodies ;" but it was not until their breeding season
the following spring, when he was favoured in his operations
by a frost, that he succeeded in capturing them in considerable
numberz. On the ground becoming hard, he, for nearly a
fortnight, fed certain spots on the banks of the Teviot with
wood-pigeons and rabbits, besides any vermin that he contrived
to shoot. By that time the “hoodies” habitually resorted,
without distrust, to those places for food. He then set his
traps baited with all such delicacies, —but he considered a
small rabbit, or a pigeon lying on its back with outstretched
wings, as the most tempting of lis invitations ; and it often
happened that he had scarcely disappeared before the click of
the closing ap]:'ing apprised him of a capture. When his fre-
quent success had rendered the birds shy, he set his traps th the
adjacent stream, covering their sides with grass or rushes,—the
attractive bait alone up}i;cnring above the surface. For three
reasons he regarded the banks of the river as the best situation
for his traps—he could, as just mentioned, conceal them in the
water on the birds becoming too suspicions,—secondly, streams
are much resorted to by the *“ hoodie,” who searches diligently
for any chance food floating on the water, -and. lastly, the
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rooks, of which there were many in that part of the country,
from naturally hunting inland, the reverse of the * hoodie,” were
the less likely to spring his traps,

Frow the short, fuller neck,—the head bent peeringly down-
warils,—but, above all, from the hawk-like movements of the
wing, the sportsman will 'be able to distinguish the hooded
crow from the rovk at a moment when he may be too distant
ter shiserve the black and more hooked bill,—and never let him
spare,  He should be suspicions of every Lird he sees crossing
unel recrossing a ficld, —in reality hunting it with as regular a
beat as a poimnter's,

M——n killed a great many stoats and weasels with wnbaited
travs.  As it 18 the habit of these little animals, when hunting
u hedgerow, to prefer running throngh a covered age to
turning  aside, he used, where the ground favoured him by
slightly rising, to cut a short drain, about a foot in breadth, and
rather less in depth, parallel and close to the hedge, covering
it with the sods he had removed. At the bottom of these
drains e fixed his traps, as soon as the animals became
necustomed to the run, and ravely failed in securing every
member of the weasel family which had taken up its abode in
the vicimty. The best deseription of hutch-trap (which many
prefer to the rin-trap) is made entirely of wire, excepting the
bottouns,  All appears so light and airy that little suspicion is
awakened. The doors fall on anything running oveér the floor
(f course, this trap is Wited unless set ina run.  An enticing
bait is droen towards it from several distant puints,

To many kecpers it owght to be of wneh advantage to read
Colgquhoun's advice on trapping, appended to * The Moor and
the Loch.”

Norte To 407. — Rearing Pheasants,— Cuntelo. —Pheasantries.—
Mr. Knor.

With respect to rearing pheasants under a barn-door hen,
we Observed that they ru;[uired meat daily. He said that
he had been in the habit of shooting rabbits for those he had
brought up, and of giving them the boiled flesh, when cut up
into the smallest picces, mixed with their other food. He
remarked, farther, that the chicks ought to be allowed to run
upuon the grass at duwwn of day—which was seldom regularly
done, such carly vising being at times not equally congenial to
the taste of all the parties concerned.

The treatment he recommended scems reasonable, for th
who have watched the habits of pheasants must have remark
that, immediately upon quitting their roosts, they commence
searching in the moist grass for food (greatly to the bencfit of
the farmer), and do not resort to the corn-tields until after the
dew is off the ground, and the rising sun has warned the gruba,
elugs, worms, and caterpillars to seek concealment.

Urnithologist® and men who have stuied the subject, are
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arreed that pavtridges inoa vt larser dewrec benefit the agrd-
enlturist by picking up. during the greater part of the year,
myviads of worms and inscets ;. besides consuming immense
guantities of weeds and their seeds.  They rvival the ill-used
mole i the nomber of wireworm they destroy,  These facts
have been incontrovertibly proved by an examination of the
erapd of the birds at all seasons,

I am not wishing to fight any battles for hares and rabibits.
They do great misehicef,— bt in fairness it must be said for the
baore, that he eommits far less waste amd Lavoe than the other,
A vabibit will wander from turip to tarnip, nibbling a Lit from

e

by

TOUL " FEEINXNG

v, wherelwy the wmr is wlmitted,™ ol the whole oot de-
wtreonesd : wlhiereas o hare, of widisturbed, will st down incfine
--1||-.Iu-mL el et mos e wnta] she has deveoresd thie whiole of 1
cottents, wietely leavime o vowd ot el tovker than aamegye-
il Teois, however, undemabde that both of them doomueh
wischicl to young plantations at all scasons of the vear, and
they will even eat the bark ol aned s kil some kol of full-
grown trees, when snow i o the ground sl Gl searce.

* Ii wy reader is 8 younester,  mind where be trewds whew he
L t-imhl s Pk thias s Tower 1o Erav == g rlH‘I]--L-'I-i-
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To the health of many, usually considered only grain-feeding
hirds, a certain portion of animal food appears essential. 1Tt 1s
not solely for grain that the common fowl scrapes the dunghill.
Throw a bone of a cooked brother or sister to a brood of chickens
confined in a poultry-yard, and see with what avidity they will
demolish the remains of their defunct relative. Fowls never
fatten on board ship ; eccasionally owing to want of gravel —
constantly to want of animal food. In a long voyage a bird
that dies in a coop is often found by “ Billyducks " * half eaten
up; and it is questionable whether a sickly companion be not
occasionally sacrificed by his stronger associatés to appease their
natural eraving for flesh. In the West Indies the accidental up-
setting of an old sugar-cask in a farmyard, and its scattering forth
a swarm of cockroaches, sets all the feathered tribe in a ferment.
The birds that had been listlessly sauntering about, or standing
half-asleep in the friendly shade, suddenly seem animated with
the fury of little imps,—and, influenced by a taste in every woy
repugnant to our feelings, with outstretched necks and fluttering
wings race against each other for possession of the offensive, de-
structive insects, evineing in the pursuit an agility and a rapidity
of movement of which few would imagine them to be capable.

The keeper just spoken of used to rear his pheasants within
doors, or rather in an outhouse, the floor of which was in part
covered with sods of turf ; but I think J——s T——n, another of
the craft whom I know well, pursues a better and far leas trouble-
some plan. He selects aspiece of clover + facing the south, and
sheltered from the north and east winds by a contiguous small
copse which he feels assured can harbour no destructive vermin.
On this grassplot, if the weather is fine, he places the common
barn-door hens, each with her brood the moment they are hatched,
under separate small coops. Two or three boards run from each
coop, forming a temporary enclosure, which is removed in about
a week on the little inmates gaining strength. If he has any
fear of their being carried off by hawks, &c., he fixes a net over-
head. The hens had sat on the eggs in an outhouse.

The first food given to the chicks is soaked bread, and white
of eggs cut up fine. The colour (is not that a bull 7) catches their
eye, which is the alleged reason for all their food being given to
them white. Ants' nests are procured for them,—of the red ant
first, of the larger kind when the chicks become so strong that
the insects cannot injure them ; later in the season, wasps' nests,
When there is a difficulty in procuring any of these nests, curd
is often given ; but should it become sour, as frequently happens
in hot weather, it is likely to occasion dysentery,} therefore

* The common sobriguet of the I Until the young birds recover
Loy in charpe, do not let them have access to
t Clover does not retain the wet  any water in which alum is not
like common grass, and it affords  dissolved in the proportion of a
some shade in hot weather to the lump about the size of a walnut

ery voung birda, to half a gallon of water—alss
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oatmeal porridge made with milk is considered a safer diet.
This is eagerly picked 'ulp when scattered about. sprinkled as it
were,—and the weaker chicks are thus enabled to secure a fair
share. T-——n breeds a quantity of maggots for them,—and at
no expense, —in the adjacent copse. Whatever vermin he kills,
whether winged or four-footed, he hangs up under a slight awning
as a protection from the rain. On the flesh decaying, the maggots
drop into the box placed underneath to receive them. The insects
soon become clean, if sand and bran is laid at the bottom of the
box, and it is an interesting sight to see the excited little birda
eagerly hurrying from all quarters to the grassplot on the keeper
striking the tray with his knuckles to invite them to partake of
some choice maggots, spread out on sanded boards.

I = piece of carrion is placed under a wire netting near the
coops, the chicks will feed with avidity on the flies it attracts.

Change of food is beneficial —therefore, boiled barley or rice
is often substituted, or catmeal, or Indian-corn meal, mixed with
the flesh of boiled rabbits.

Saucers of clean water are placed about. Water in a dirty state
is very injurious. It is not of any depth, lest theachicks should
wet their feathers when standing init. Occasionally iron sancers
are used, ingeniously designed on the ridge and furrow plan. The
ridges are so little apart that the chicks can insert no more than
their heads into the furrows. As cleanliness must in all things
be preserved, the coops are shifted a few feet aside twice a day.

The chicks soon quit the hens to roost in the shrubs, which afford
welcome shade during the midday heat ; but the imprisoned
matrons are still useful, as their plaintive call prevents the chicks
from becoming irreclaimable truants. As they have always the
opportunity of running in the grass and copse, where they find
seeds and 1nsects, they quickly become independent, and learn to
forage for themselves,—yet when fully grown up they are not so
likely to stray away as birds who have been more naturally reared,
and who have been made wanderers even in their infancy, This
is a great advantage,

That the chicks may come upon fresh ground for seeds and
insects, the situation of the coops may be occasionally changed.
If liable to be attacked by vermin at night, a board can be fixed
in front of each coop.

Partridges may be reared by the same means. But instances
are rare of their laying while in a state of captivity.

That the young birds may be able to rid their bodies of yermin
they should be provided with small heaps of sand protected from
rain, and dry earth, in which they will gladly rub themselves.

If you design rearing pheasants annually, always keep a few of
the tame hens and a cock at home. By judicions management

mix such a quantity of common to your taste, and feed morg
salt in their food that the stimu-  sparingly than usual.

lent therein is quite perceptible
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these will supply a large quantity of ezas for hatching, —egas thal
vou ean ensure, when in their freshest state, being placed undes
barn-door hens, Keep the cous in acool place I eannot belicve
that yon will ever be guilty—for it is mnilt, great guilt—of the sin
of perchasing eees.  ** Buyers make thieves,” and one sneaking,
watehing, unwinged pilferer on two legs would do more mischicl
in the wonth of May than dozens of magpics or heoded crows.

Pheasants so soon hunt for their own subsistence, that they
are broneht to maturity at less expense than common fowls,

Sinee the publieation of the second edition, I have had an
opportunity of talking to Mr. Cantelo, the clever inventor of the
novel hatehing machine, whereby (following nature's principle)
heat 18 imparted only to the upper surface of egrs He anoually
rears a large quantity of all kinds of poultry, besides partridges
and pheasants, and 1 believe no one in England is so experienced
in these matters.

He found it best not to give food to any kind of chicks for the
two first days after they were hatched.  As they would not all
break the shell together, it 1s probable that in a state of nature
many of thew would be for at least this period under the
hen before she led them forth to feed. To young turkeys and
pheasants he gave no food fur three days. They would then eat
almost anything voraciously, whereas, when fed sooner, they
become duinty and fastulious,

He recommends that the lean of raw beef, or any meat (minced
fine, as if for sausages), be given to partridge or plheasant chicks,
along with their other food,* or rather before their other food, and
only in certain quantities ; for if they are fed too abundantly on
what they most relish, they are apt to gorge themselves, and
they will seldvmn refuse meat, however much grain they ma
have previously eaten. He said that they should be liberally
dieted, but not to repletion,—that once a day they should be
sensible of the fecling of hunger.

It certainly is most consonant to nature that the tlesh given
to the chicks should not be cooleed ; and Mr, Cantelo observed
that it would be immediately found on trial that young birds
prefer that which is undressed,—nay, that which has a bloody
EI'JE':H':HHH._?-

e considers magzots (gentles) an admirable diet, and he gave
me & valuable hint about them. This is, that they be fattened on
untainted meat, placed in the sand-box into which they fall. The
pieces of meat will svoon be drilled like a honeycomb, and the little
crawlets, by LEE!HIL'IHE in & day or two large and fat, will prove a
far more nourishing diet than when given i the attenuated state
to which they are commonly reduced by the present starving
process of cleansing.

* Principally Indian eorn-meal.  full grown birds of & large species
When the chickens are older, it is given whole,
the grain is merely®ruised, To
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Mr. Cantelo has remarked that guinea-hirds reqnire food at an
earlier period after they are hatched than any other sort of chick,
and that they and ducklings eat most meat—turkey-pounltry least

Wet is injurions to all chickens (the duck-tribe exceptd)
and when the hen, from being confined, cannot lead he * hrood
astray, they will, of themselves, return to her coop on lindine the
urass too damp.

Mr. Cantelo is strongly of opinion that all discases to which
infant birds are liable are contagions.  He advises, in consequenee,
that the moment any one of the brood is attacked with diarrhos,
sore eyes, or sneezing, it be instantly separvated from the others.

He considers all chickens safe from ordinary diseases on their
ziining their pen-feathers.

He has found that mest eges, not sat on for twelve hours, dn
not lose their vitality. This shows that egzs taken by mowers
should=not be hastily thrown away, in consequence of a con-
siderable delay unavoidably oceurring before they can be placed
ander a hen to complete their hatching.

Pheasiants sit about tive days longer than common fowls,

Mr. Cantelo recommends that eges sent from g distance be
packed in oats. He had succeeded in hatching some he had
kept,'as an experiment, upwards of two months in a temperate
atmosphere, twrning them daily. This continued vitality is, hiow-
ever, seldom a consideration as regards pheasants, for the earlier
in the season the birds can be produced the better. It is a great
advantage to have five months' growth and feed in them by the
first of ober,

Mr. Knox, in his interesting work on * Game-hirds and Wild-
fowl,” has given some good advice aboutthe rearing and pre-
servation of pheasants. 1 will make some extracts from it, and
I think many would do well to read the whaole book,

With respect to a pheasantry for procuring egus, he is of opinion
that in March,— the time when the cocks begin to fight, —the
enclosure containing the stock of birds should be divided, by high
hurdles, or wattles, into partitions. so that each eock may be told
off with three hens into a distinct compartment. He advises
that no harem should be greater in a state of confinement. His
wpportunities for forming a correct judgment have probably
been greater than mine ; but I inust observe that I have known
of ladies, kept in such small seraglios, being worried to death,
*The larger the compartinents,” he says, ‘“the better ;" “a heap
of bushes and a mound of dry sand in each;” an attendunt
to visit them once (and but once) a day, to take in the food of
*‘ barley, beans, peas, rice, or oats; boiled potatoes, Jernsalem
artichokes, and Swedish turnips;”"* and to remove whatever
eges may have been laid during the preceding twenty-four hours,

The accidental destruction of the net overhanging Mr., Knox'a

* For reawons already given, T think some animal food smowa oe
added.—W. N. H. ‘»
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pheasantry, and the escape of the cocks, led to his ascertaining
a fact of much impurtance ; viz., that pinioned hens (one wing
amputated at the carpal joint—‘‘the wounds soon healed"”)
kept in an unroofed enclosure, near a cover, into which (what
are called) " tame-bred pheasants ™ have been turned, will always
attract sufficient inates—mates in a more healthy state thar
confined birds—and that the eges will be more numerous, ana
unusually produoctive. .

I can easily imagine that such matrimonial alliances are sure
to be formed wherever the opportunity offers ; and if I were esta-
blishing a pheasantry, I would adopt the plan Mr. Knox recom-
mends, unless withheld by the fear that more than one cock
might guin admittance to the hens ; for I am aware of facta which
in:line me to think that, in such instances, the eggs may be un-
serviceable. At a connexion's of mine, where the poultry-yard
lwea close to a copse, hybird chickens have often been reared—the
offspring of barn-door hens and cock-pheasants nof tame-bred.

Mr. Knox elsewhere observes that the hen-pheasants kept in
confinement should be tame-bred ; that is, be ** birds which have
been hatched and reared under domestic hens, as those which are
netted, or caffisht, in a wild state, will always prove inefficient
layers,” *“* About the fourth geason a hen's oviparous powers begin
to decline, although her maternal gualiications in other respects
do not detertorate until a much later period. It is thervefore of
consequence to enlist, occasionally, a few recruits, to supply the
place of those females whoshave completed their third year, and
who then may be set at large in the preserves.” Of course, not
those birds who have had the fore-hand of a wing amputated.

Talking of ants’ eggs—which Mr, Knox terms ** the right-hand
of the keeper” in rearing pheasant chicks—it 15 the first food to be
given to them, Mr. Knox says, “* Some persons find it difficalt
to separate the cows from the materials of the nest.  The simplest
mode is to place as much as may be rveguired —ants, eges, and
all—in a bag or light sack, the mouth of which should be tied
up.  On reaching lwme, a large white sheet should be spread on
the grass, and a few green boughs placed round it on the inside,
over which the vuter edge of the sheet should be lightly turned ;
this should be done during sunshine, The contents of the bag
should then be emptied into the middle, and shaken out so as
to expose the egues to the licht.  In amoment, forgetting all con-
miderations of personal safety, these intevesting little insects set
about removing their precious charge—the cocoons—from the
injurions rays of the sun, and rapidly convey them under
the shady cover aflorded by the folinge of the bonghs near the
margin of the sheet, In less than ten minntes the work will be
eompleted. 1t is only necessary then to remwove the branches ;
and the egws, or cocoons, may be collected by handfuls, un-
encumberced with sticks, leaves, or any sort of rubbish.”

Mr. Knox goes on to say, that ** green tops of barley, leeks,
bwiled rice, Emdenegroats, oatincal, &e.," are excellent diet for
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the chicks, bmt that this kind of food is *“almost always given at
too early a period. In a state of nature, their food, for a long
tune, would be wholly insectile.” *‘Now, as it is not in our power
to proenre the quantity and variety of small insects and larvie
which the mother-bird so perseveringly and patiently finds for
them, we are obliged to have recourse to ants’ eggs, as easily ac-
cessible, and furnishing a considerable supply of the necessary
sort of aliment in a small compass.”

“ When the chicks are about a week or ten days old, Emden
groats and coarse Scotch oatmeal may be mixed with the ants'
eggs ; and curds made from fresh milk, with alum, are an excellent
addition. If ants’ nests cannot be procured in sufficient quan-
tities, pentles should oceasionally be given.”

When more wasps' nests are obtained than are required for
immediate use, *‘ it will be necessary to bake them for a short
time in ah oven. This will prevent the larvee and nymphs from
coming to maturity,—in fact, kill them,—and the contents of
the combs will keep for some weeks afterwards. Hempseed,
crushed and mingled with oatmeal, should be given them when
about to wean them from an insect diet. Hard-boiled exos, also,
form a useful addition, and may be mixed, for a long time, with
their ordinary farinaceous food.”

“Young pheasants are subject to a kind of diarrheea, which
often proves fatal, If the disease be taken in time, boiled milk
and rice, in licu of any other diet, will generally effect a cure.
To these chalk may be added, to coun®eract the acidity which
attends this complaint : and should the symptoins be very violent,
a small quantity of alum, as an astringent.”

This treatment appears reasonable. Many consider rice a
judicious diet in such cases ; and I know of a surgeon’s giving

oiled milk with oreat success, in the West Indies, to patients
euflering from diaveheen,

“ But the most formidable disease from which the young phea-
sant suffers is that known by the name of * the gapes,"—so termed
from the frequent gapin: effurts of the bird to inhale a mouthful
of air. Chickens and turkeys are equally liable to be affected by
it ; and it may be remarked that a situation which has been used,
for many successive seasons, asa nursery ground, is more apt to
be visited with this plague than one which has only recently been
so employed. Indeed, 1 have observed that it seldom makes its
appearance on a lawn or meadow during the first season of its
occupation ; and therefore, when practicable, it is strongly to be
recommended that fresh grovmd should be applied to the pufhoses
overy year : and when this cannot be done, that a quantity of
cotnmion salt should be sown broadeast over the surface of the
earth, after the birds have left it in the autumn.” He else-
where describes the gapes as that ** dreadful scourge, which, like
certnin diseases that atlect the human subject, scems to have
been engendered and fostered by excessive population within a
limited district.”
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 Dissection has proved that the latent cause of this malady iz
a minute worm of the penus fasciola, which is found adhering to
the internal parts of the windpipe, or trachea.” Then Mr. Knox
explains how this worm may be destroyed (and only by such
means,—the most delicate operator being unable to extract it
without materially injuring t-ﬁl.’r young bird)—viz., by fumigating
with tobacco-smoke, according to the method (which he fully de-
scribes) recommended by Colonel Montagu, If the worm is not
destroyed, the death of the bird ensues * by suffocation from the
Lighly inflamed state of the respiratory apparatus.”

I once kept many guinea-birds when abroad ; and I am now
convineed that I should have succeeded in rearing a far greater
unmber, had I adopted more closely the mode of feeding, &c.,
here recommended for young pheasants,

InJuly, '57, I saw in a large clover field at Sandling, East Kent,
820 pheasant chicks which had been reared by M ——nundér sixty-
six common hens, It was a very interesting sight. Iaccompanied
him round all the coops. They stood about twenty paces apart,
and I could not detect a single bird with a drooping wing or of
sickly appearance. He told me most positively that he had
not lost ﬂllﬁabj" disease, but a few had been trodden under foot
by careless, awkwa:d hens, and, what seems curious, some few
chicks on quitting the shell had been intentionally killed by
the very hens which had hatched them. A hatching hen will
sometimes thus duatm{l ducklings,—but these are far more unlike
her natural ngerf thati are pheasant chicks. M——n found
that game-fowls make the best mothers—Cochin-China the worst.
He has a prejudice,—how doctors differ '—against magzots and
ants' nesta. However, he has a richt to his notions, for he lost
hardly any birds in the year '66, out of the 400 and upwards
that broke the shell. He devotes himself to what, with him, 1a
a labour of love. He has great and just pride in his success,
He maintains that pheasants can be reared cheaper than
barn-door fowls, wherever there are woods, as the chicks find
their own food at such an early age. The rearing of the birds
that I saw, and about fifty partridge-chicks,occupied the whole of
his time and that of an assistant. There was also a boy to cook,
&c. The chicks were fed every two hours throughout the day
with a mixture of hard boiled eggs * curds, bread-crumbs, rape
and canary seed,—the shutter of each hutch doing duty as a
tray for the food. After the chicks had fed, M——n made his
rounds, and scraped into a pot all that was not consumed, being
carefal that nothing was left to get sour. He gave a small
portion of these remains to the imprisoned ma.rons, He feeds
the chicks liberally, yet calculates to a great nicety what will be
eaten, for on every shutter a portion, but a very small portion,
of food was left. Water, kept in earthenware pans made with

* Freoch eggs, which he pur-  from an importing house &i
chased cheap in lagre quantities  Folkestone.
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concentrie circles on the ridge and furrow system, was placed at
intervals between the hutches. Many times a day he moved the
several coops a few feet to fresh ground. At night when all the
chicks have joined the hens he fastens the shutters, and does not
réemove them in the morning until the dew is off the grass. How
entirely is this practice opposed to the advice of the Yorkshireman
ziven at the commencement of this note ! and yet it might be
possible to reconcile the econtradictory recommendations by
supposing that as soon as the young birds have nearly reached
maturity they are allowed to search for insects at the earliest
dawn., M-——n's last location for the hutches would be in the
centre of the landlord's property, and they would not be taken
away until the hens were quite abandoned by the young phea-
sants—which in general would be at the end of August. Differing
much from Mr ox, it was M——n's practice to keep as many
as five htns with one cock for the purpose of obtaining eggs.
I observed that some hutches sessed a disproportionate
number of inmates. This had arisen from the hutches having
been placed in too close proximity before the chicks had the
sense to know their respective foster-mothers,

Remarking once after a good battue in cover upon the fine
condition of the hirds spread in a long array on the lawn for
the inspection of the ladies, 1 was told that the keeper greatly
attributed their size and weight to keeping ridge and furrow

near their feeding-places constantly filled with bark-water.
E:imed to boil from a quarter to half*a pound of oak-bark in
two gallons of water until it was reduced to half the gquantity.
After once fasting it, the pheasants become fond of it, their
natural instinet telling them the advantages of the tonie. A
cross with the true China makes the young birds hardy and
wild. The brilliancy of the plumage i3 much increased, but
not the size of the birds. However long Chinese pheasants
may be kept in confinement they will be alarmed at the sight of
strangers.

Nore 10 537, —Setters.— FPoachers—Keepers.—Netting Pariridges.
— Bloodhownds,— Night-dogs.

It is far more easy to get a well-broken pointer than a well-
broken setter ; but times may change, for clean-farming, the sale
of game, poaching, and poisoning of seed-grain are now carried
on to such an extent, and the present game-laws are so inefh-
eacious, that probably vur children will much prefer the eard-
working setter to the pointer. What an encouragement to
villany is it that poulterers will give a higher price for game
that appears perfectly uninjured than for what has been shot ;
and seldom u.sf questions! It is a pity that the sale of such game
cannot be rendered illegnl. The destructive net sweeps off whole
coveys ut a time. The darkest night affords no protection, for the
lantern attached to the dog's neck suflicientlyshows when he is
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poitting at buds. A friend of wine in Kent, some years ago,
wanted a parvtridee in ovder to break in a young bitch. Under a
solemin promise of seerecy he was taken to an attic in an old house
not fur from London, where he saw more than a hundred birds,
ready for the market against the approaching first of September,
running among the sheaves of corn standing in the corners of
the room. To prevent the employment of the net, it has been
vecomimended that the fields frequented by partridges should be
staked, according to the method suecesstully followed in some

== A

one well-broined bloodhound will be more useful,"—Page H&

preserved streams.  But there are French gamekeepers whe
adopf® far less troublesome and more effective plan, They them-
selves net the coveys at night, as soon as the harvest is collected,
anil turn them out again on the same ground the next evening,
in the fullest confidence that the birds are henceforih safe from
the poacher's net: for however carefully they may have been
handled, they will have been so alarmed, that their distrust and
wariness will effectually prevent their being again caught napping
Talking of poachi.g, I am led to observe that one well-trained
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bloodhound would be more useful in suppressing poaching than
half a dozen under-kecpers; for the fear poachers naturally
entertain of being tracked to their homes at dawn of day wodld
more deter them from entering a cover than any dread of being
assailed at night by the boldest armed party., Even as compared
with other dogs, the sensitiveness of the olfactory nerves of the
bloodhound appears marvellous. Let one of pure breed but once
take up the scent of a man, and he will hold it under the most
adverse circumstances. No cross scents will perplex him

At two o'clock on a frosty December morning in 44, when the
wind blew bitterly cold from the east, Mr. B e, of S——d,
Warwickshire, was called up by the keepers of a neighbour, Mr.
W——n, and informed that some poachers were shooting phea-
sants in a plantation belonging to Mr. B——e, whose keepers
were on the look-out in a different direction. They and Mr.
W——np had agreed to work in concert, and mntually assist
each other.

Mr. B——e instantly dressed, and went out with his brother
(Captain B——e), and the butler, making a party of eight, in-
clnding Mr. W——n's keepers. They took with them a couple
of trained bloodhounds in ﬁ:zng cords, a regular night-dog, and a
young bloodhound which had broken loose, and, unsolicited, had
volunteered his services.

On entering the plantation, it was found that the poachers,
having become alarmed, had made off. Two of the keepers
remained to watch. The bloodhounds were laid on the scent.
They took it up steadily, and the rest bf the party followed in
keen pursuit. As the poachers had not been seen, their number
was unknown, but it was supposed to be about six from the
report of the guns.

Notwithstanding the cold east wind and sharp frost, the hounds
hunted egrrectly, for about three miles, across fields, and along
footpaths and roads, until they came to a wood of three hundred
acres. They took the scent into the heart of it, evineing great
eagerness, Here the hunt became most exeiting, for the poachers
were heard in front crashing through the branches. A council of
war was held, which unluckily ended, as many councils of war do,
i coming to a wrong decision, [t was resolved-to divide forces,
and endeavour to head the enemy. Captain B——e, two men, and
one of the old hounds, turned down a ride towards which the
poachers seemed to be inclining, while the others continued the
direct chase. The poachers, however, soon broke cover, but had
not run across many fields ere they were overtuken, The clear
bright moon showed eight well-armed men,—rather a dispfpor-
tionate force for the attacking three. A fight ensued. The young
hound and the watch-dog wereshot. Mr. B e was lamed, an
his two men being a good deal hurt, the poachers trinmphed and
resumed their flight. On Captain B——e rejoining the baffied
party the pursuit was ranmve«y for nine miles—the dogs carrying
eht scent the whole way into Coventry, where they were stopped.




abu APPENDIX.

It was now half-past seven. Many early risers were about the
streets ; the police offered topoint out the poachers, provided their
identity could be sworn to. The hounds were stopped. Two
men were apprehended—(a third escaped from the police)—wera
loddged in jail, and subsequently convicted and sentenced to
eighteen months’ hard Inbour. As they had not been seen until
the time of the scuffle, which took place fully five miles from Mr.
B e's plantation, the only evidence to prove they had been
poaching there was furnished in the undeviating pursuit of the
hounds. The remainder of the gang fled the country,

A farmer, several years ago, sent to the same Mr. B—e to
eay that a sheep had been killed and carried off in the night. Six
hours, to a certainty,—probably many more,—had elapsed since
the animal had been stolen before Mr. B e could put the only
hound he had with him on the scent, The doz, which was loose,
hunted very slowly to a barn where the hidden skin was found ;
and afterwards, without any hesitation, held on the scent from
the barn to the residence of a respectable person so wholly
beyond ‘all suspicion that the hound was called off. It was so
late in the day, and along paths so much frequented, that it
was thought the dog must have been hunting other footsteps
than those of the real culprit. Mr. B——e at that moment
was not aware that the respectable householder had taken in
a lodger., This lodger, it subsequently appeared, was the thief,
and in bed at the house at the time. Did not the Squire get
well laughed at in all the adjacent beer-shops for 1]&5 soft-
ness ! However, this hunt, and another not very dissimilar
under the head-keeper, effectually suppressed sheep-stealing in
that neighbourhood.

The principal initiatory lesson for a bloodhound pup is to teach
him to *‘ road " well, as described in 43, He should, too, be per-
fected in following quietly at ““heel.” When commencing to
teach him to follow the footsteps of the runner sent on in ad-
vance, 1t will be your aim to make the dog enjoy the scent and
carry 1t on with eagerness. Therefore, that the man's shoes
may prove attractive, have them lightly rubbed with tainted
meat (or blood). The savoury application may be progressively
diminished in intensity, until at length the pup is guided only. by
the natural efluvia escaping from the man's pores. Whenever
the dog gets up to him, let it be a rule that he instantly reward
the animal liberally with some acceptable delicacy.

After a time the fleetest and most enduring runner should
be selected, and the interval between the time of his starting
and the moment when the hound is laid upon the scent shoulde
be by degrees increased, until, at length, an hour and more will
mtervene.

The first lessons should be given early in the morning, when
the dew is not quite oft the grass; and the runner should be
instructed to take a direction not likely to be crossed by others.
Gradually the hound will be made to follow the scent under less
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favourable circuinstances, as respects the state of the ground and
the chance of the trail being interfered with.

It will be obvious that the example of an old well-trained
hound would be very bencticial to the pup; and, if it can be
so managed, he should not be thrown upon his own unaided
resources until he has acquired a tolerable notion of his business,

A young dog that works too fast must be brought to pursue
at a pace reculated by your signals (end of 1v. of 141). That
completes his education,

At night bloodhounds are generally held ‘with a light cond,
which restraint appears to lessen their wish to give tongue. Of
course they are checked if they do, that the poachers may not
be warned of the pursuit.

A trained bloodhound will seldom endeavour to carry on the
scent he has brought into a road, until he has tried the adjacent
gates, pgps, and stiles.

Bloodhounds not confined are peaceable and, apparently,
cowardly. They will rarely attack, unless provoked; but let
them be once roused by a blow, and they become extremely
savage. They also soon become savage if schained up, when
they evince but little affection or obedience. Shomld they by
accident get loose, they will more willingly allow a woman or a
child to re-chain them than a man.

Bull-dogs have good noses. I have known of the cross between
them and the mast:ff being taucht to follow the scent of a man
almost as truly as a bloodhound. Thg dog I now particularly
allude to was muzzled during the day when accompanying the
keeper ; and the appearance of the formidable-logking animal,
and the knowledge of his powers, more effectually prevented egg-
stealing than would the best exertions of a dozen watchers. He
was the terror of all the idle btg's in the neighbourhood. Every
lad felt assured that, if once ** Growler” were put upon his foot-
steps, to a certainty he would be overtaken, knocked down, and
detained until the arrival of the keeper. The doghad been taught
thus :—As a puppy he was excited to romp and play with the
keeper’s children. The father would occasionally make one of
them run away, and then set the pup on him. After a time he
would desire the child to hide behind a tree, which gradually led
the pup to seek by nose. An amicable fight always ensued on
his finding the boy ; and, as the pup grew stronger, and became
more riotous than was agreeable, he was muzzled, but still encou-
raged to throw down the child. It is easy to conceive how, in
a dog so bred, the instinets of nature eventually led to his acting
his part in this game more fiercely when put upon the footsteps
of & stranger,
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ol Fmdar e not to nﬂ#nm::a, 87,
retrieves, 51,

Firn,. dog to bask before, 226,

Firat doy on pams, gmd conduct of
dog, 180; of two doga, 280,

Firat good point, 264; frst bird killed,
260,

Flapper shooting, 326,
Fleas. SBaffron, Gom of slos, 165 n,
Flesh detrimental to pace, 567,
F]nggi.ng, how administered, 323,
robated, B, 34
"Flnwn." I.n lmr.ury'lﬁnnn 45; renl, 330,
Fool given cool, 668,
" Footing " & gcent, 43, 112, 285,
* Forward," initintory lesson, 56,
Fowla, hltmg of—tha cure, 2.
uire animal food, 407 n
Fl:l: broaght 'IJEH:].: by llng, 478,
— hia uﬁﬁc + 431 n,
Erm when bunting, 637,
Fox- ives vigour, 137.

Frnncnmsf:irqua ntionaldeParis, 11.

G.

Gurn: age, &c,, Tn., 236in, 8338
bag- birds i-tlnpﬂ:l m:, b,
liea closs in hot weather, 416,
lies too close in bornips, 193,
oot shown dog sson, 146, 171,
planu.rul Bad rangers, 255.
, B4, BD, 284

o El-un:r ”ril::li‘l.g.ntm]rlmnn 45 ronl, 330
I;nrdnn, the Duke of, his u.'lng-l. 237,
Gorss, spauiels to be habituated to, 61.
Guyhmdn. conditioning of, H6E,

with Falcon, 470,
l}ri.ﬂln. hinta to, 65 n., 400 41

Jlll

ﬂ‘l‘ﬁ'ﬂ.ﬂ-ﬂ and snips alternately set, 487
hest to break dog on, 331
cunning of old, EEH
dog for, rated om snips, 487,
shot from stooks, T
ehot with aid of cart, 384
s]:-rmd while feeding, 2656.
* Gronses " pm‘t‘mm 210,
Guinea-birds’ e Chicka, 471 m,
Guinea-birda haaﬂaﬂ 525,
Gun, dog to “ back " the, 609,

— first over fence, not dog, 222

gﬂmnﬂuﬂhﬂﬂ towards, 64, 80, 251

— how earried, 86 n.
= how to choose, 33
= ¢hoko bores, 333,

H.

Harp, bird deliversd into, 85,

— rewards taken from, 27.
Hare, chase of, checked, i‘h 335,
heaH tempts dngmdrnp 114,

in form, steadies dog, 338

seant of, atr-:m . 335,
Ehmt.f.ng of, -ED'EIﬂHm‘IIEd 331,
white, the mnn.ntam 334,

wwuﬁa-:l dog nfipu:sue. B,

1

II11II

Harriars, pﬂinl‘.ﬂl‘ huanted with, 495,
Hat-brush hmu%‘hh by 166
Hawlker, Colone

Hg;&lt. éuq bruught- m:,h‘.lﬁ nod 00m,

Heading birds, 284, 400, 526,

Heading dog m&tmg too stanch, 287 ;
cirele wide, 205,

Health ggomoted by shooting, 404,

Heat benofleial to ia 571.

Hedge, furthest side hunted, 54

Hedgerows not bunted, 176,

“"Heel," pirnal to, on Inllmn: 260, 278,

—  the signal to, 37, 41.
Hen-harrier's neat fnnnd 989 n,
Herbert's Field Bportsin United Siantes,

241, 663
Hereditar inatincts, 128, 137, 278,
Hog-hunting with native dogs, $i5
Hog, wild, encounter with, 468,

Hooded crow, 283 n,
Horned owl, & decoy, 283 n,
Horse, memory of, 221 n.
Hoof ointment, 364 n,
Horze, redips for conditioning, 36§ a,
Horza's aud dog’s points similar, 305
—_ I'blting m;ﬂ. 2{}? "
= i strap
roshing at his leaps cured 33
Enruen. how taug;ht by Astley, 10,
—_ fed om g, 28
Hounds, ohedienca of, 31.
—_ gujtinnhu!‘.tﬂn,iﬁuﬁ. L
Hunting, dog’s chial anjoymeént, 62,
dog lnniuld.ug to, 132
Eunt-a-ml.u for pack bad raogers, 218,
—_ s gentleman, 413,

[m.nﬂrli’dng:a

In-and-in n.]'l:.d.ll.':“:llll. 278,



356

Indepandence imparied, 376,
Iodia, 44, 415, ke,
Imdian-corn menl, 5688
Initintory lessona, important, 13, 17, 63,
134, 141,
Inaculntion for distemper, 672 n
[wsrawor or breaking highly, 251, 305,
488 ; —coolness and courage, H9—
468 ;—canning  In groose, 220.—In
pheasant, 232, 236 ;—in monkeys, 431
7 =dozr's barkiog ot point, 521 ;—
dog's hebhaving well fvat day, 138,
260 ;— il s [ur:!.nnfg game to gun, &0 ;
dog’s pointing after theshot, 275;—
dog's intercepting, 208, 627, 580 ;—
dog's manner showing birds on the
run, 283, 530 ;—dog’s pointing on his
bagle, 199 —dog's pointing on fonee,
200 —ilop's detnining with paw, 318 ;
—dog's retreating from and resnm-
ing point, 256, 517, 519, 6B ;—dog's
retrieving snipe ho would not point,
318 ;—ilog's retrieving dack, though
detesting water, 320 ;—dor’s mn-
ning rint from jealoasy, 33 —dne's
running vint only oub of gight, 386 —
doz's mnnine to heal, batnot blink-
ing, 105 ;—d0®s slippine off and re-
placine eollar, 431 =, ;—dog's stanch-
ness—hirh price it commanded, 352 ;
—dne’s stanchness o exeess, poiont
made three times, 258 ;—dog, though
never retrieving, bringing lost bivd,
87 ;—dog's wnlking tomallard {rom n
distanee. 8 n, —dop'swalking fromn
distance to object he secks, 216;—daogs
alierontely retrieving as ordersd,
642 ; —dropper’s alternately pointing
nnd snipe, 487 ;—example be-
gg nzeful, 352 ;—pood snipé-shot who
alwaysused ndog, 395 ;—pood snipe-
shot who never used a dog, 394 ;—
longovity and vigonr, 228 ;—old dog
proving of grent value, 228 . — Now-
oundlands finding their ships amid
many, 218,210 ; pointer’s hunting with
houndas or stondiog  enipe, 406 ;—
pointer's superior nose, 318, — pointer
standing at partridge while carrying
hare, 54 ;—pot-hunting minine dog,
373 ;—pricea dogs feteh, 137, 237, 254,
370, 352, KOO ;—retriever bolting par-
tridge beeause interfered with, 540
—retricver losing hirds from not
delivering into hand, g8 ;—retriever
killing one bird to carry two, 100 ;
—retriever never disturbing ITresh
gronnd, 562, —retriever ranging spon-
tandWualy, Bl ;—retriover tracking
wounded through other pome, 517 —
retriever ranning divecd to hidden
object, 216 —""roading " well per-
formed by young dog, 200 —setter
facing nhout, om hirds ranning, 206,
30 s —seiter's superior nose, J60 —
sotter's atanding fresh hirds while
carrying dead one, B8 ;—sponiels
iotimg, 68, 551 j—voung dogs bhe-
aving well firét @ y shown pame,
139, 280

INDEX.

Instinet and renson contrasted, 3
ITnatincts hereditary, 128, 137, 278,
Ireland. Snipe, Woodcock, 397, 5RS.
hlﬂu-ﬂnh. good conduct of dog,

J.
Jegse's opinion of doga, 431.

K

Eiwoincos, Grevhounds, 489,
Eeaper, ndvice in choosing, 587 n,
Eeoper, feeding geveral doma, 30,

— i3 teach aceomplishments, 555,
Eeeper's dogs for vermin and poachers,

283 5, App., 837 n., B89 m,
Keepers dizlike this book, 588,

= blnmable for bad dogs, 4

— jdle, dislike doga of energy, 188,

— rival, bet respecting, £49,
Kennel, dog in, when not with yon, 583
Kennels in India and England, 570,
Keys, retrievers taught with, 108

— " Médor's," bringing, 418,
Killed eniright —evil of thinking, 311
Eilling fowls—the remedy, 392,

— sheap—rcure ntiempted, 357, &e
Kitchen, dog not nllowed run of, 563,
Knox on rearing Pheasants, 407n. Ap

L

Lantes, breaking for gun, 168,
— no eontrol over dogs, 147
Ladies" Peta pamperad, 103,
Learned dog in Paris, 435 ; 8t John's,
Rkl
Leeward, heat from, 201
- dl'.l'g’: beat from without gun,

it 8

Left-hand signals, " Down-chinrge," 24,

- - lezs thon rizht, 142,
Left sine of dog, keep on, 295
" Laft,” sicnal for dog to e L, B
Lending doz injudicious, 94
Lesson left off whien wall ropented, ma
Lessons, initiatory, reasonnble, 12, 17,

52, 134 i

—_ — wilking in fields, 131,
* Lifting* n dog, 309, 533, 548,
Lion bearded in hiz den, 485
Liver, hard-bisiled, 118,
Loins anid feet compared, 157,
Ln:guﬁ#y ond vizour in o setter, 224,
Lord M——"a setter facing nbout on

birds ronning, 295, 530

M.

Maron B—— d's woll-brokem dogs, 270,
Mange—mmtton instead of beef, Gt
Mare making colts swim, 352 n.
Markers used with 5 iela, 81,

Meat recommended for dogs, &Rl
Medicine, how easily given, 550
Memory in horse, 221'n,

Militia regiment trecing, 200 n,



INDEX.

Monkays—their fun, 431 n,

Moors, advantage of, 137,

* Munite* solocting cords, 414,
Munscla winitad, not fesl, M7,
Mnreowy driske, the erosa, 71 n,
Musk bull found by ** Moia," 487,
Mule spaniols, old sporismen Frr.-fer.hﬂ.
Mutton less henting than hecl, 5n
Muzzle dogs that worry slieep, 301

N,
Wases ending in*™ o "—dissimilar, 145.
Metting pn ged, 53T n App.

Nlﬂflllmllllll'lﬂi CAITYING
[
—  mwimmin

to ship, 218, 218,
1= that fivhe %

474, 476,
- tho trus hreed, 128,
" Niger's"oromsing hedge to drive birds,

633 m,
Night-delrs, 253 n. and 537 n. App.,
* Mo " better word than ** Woreo, " 47
MWoise apoila sport, 7, 20, 172, 478
Noee cirried high, 42, 181
— eonditinn of, imporiant, 570,
= direction of, shows hirds, 251,
-_ of pnd;l?lfm nnd actters differ,
n,
— of timid dogs ofton good, 136,
= tendorness of, how judgod, 305,
¥ Noaing " allowed, 314,

0.

Oarussr nnd Indian eorn, R
O1d bards, conning of, 220, &e,
— Arak killedd, 405, 405,

D4 erippled Beoleh aportemon, 411,
Did dog mllowedd liherties, Hkk

— FEnEn tm:g'hl. with, 1,

— wwhoen good, ynloe of, 227,
" 0 " i.'l'.'l.“'ill.l.ﬂ'l'j‘ lesanm im, 10, 21,
Owl used o decoy vermin, 2=3 u. App

P.

PininLreis, distnnes betwoen, 181, 18&
Pmnﬂ;m gﬂmut;al'l' ;nr Yriam, 161, %
nrl o8, benefit farmers, 407 0, App,
bow to chonse, T
— nettod, K37 n, Ap
- old killed first, 405,
= red-a , BA5 n,
wild, intercepted, 28§, 400,
Pnll.unu mjﬂlwd 2,
IMaw kepton woinded bird by dog, 318
Moa~Tow] wints sagnoity, (0w,
Pog o apike on check-gomd, 281, 335,
Pordavernnes il ringe attained, 686,
= cures had babita, 105,
- in arcking, tanght, 313,
Plhgaspnis, benefll Inrmer, 87 n, Apip,
—  caver fur, 86 n, App
—_ mnnuupntnld_ 51, #34
— ol hans killed of, iy

o, l?l noA
I'I:n.;IIl:'.|I how oos nf : N.
Pigeons shot W ]l-l..

parascl,

Piks, vorngity of, 291 n,

Pincimhion, retriovers fetch, T,
Pistnl, horses ferd ot dise Imru'-:. 2R,
Pnncllera. dugu I’n'r l.lumiing, 25 oA

- hlllirn..r hirdﬂ 'u"pp il
= tracked by bloodhounds,
37 n.
Pounltry and gnme renred, Cantelo, 407

m AP
* Point dead,"” Lo, 0,
Point loft and resumed, K12,
— 15 pards from gn:lum! 153
— 100 yards from partridgo, 182
=  not quitted for * dewn-chaorgs, "
g
— the first ;:nnal o, M
= inelinntion o, go: ernl, 471
snma, teloon thres hmta b+ 3
P-::Inl.nr eros with 1ndiar, dog, 418,
Pointer's pointa, 137, 157 903, 537,
Pointing, dog not s = 32, 291, S0,
= dog when, not to dawn, 358,
—  arigin of, 2§
Polyear dogs, to hunt hog, BS
Pony for shooting, how Limken in, 32,
F‘un‘:upmﬂ dugtfur hml.lml; the, 448,
F:ﬂ:uﬂa;_lwh
t=hunting éports
Potnto-flolds, avoid, 182
Powdors, black, aaa,
—_ E. [!.J ama.
—_ Behultze, 333,
Prepartory lessons, importaot, 12, 17,
&2, 134, 111,
Pricosf dojgs, 135, 247, 254, 370, 352, 600,
Munishmont svoided by lessops, 17,
cnusos blinking, 3+, &e.
decrenses, whip carvied, 342
not ghnnned by dogs, 349, &c.
how administercd, S
mulking tno stonnch, 287,
not iutlictod on susgricion, 3540
reprolmtod, 8, 34k
Pups boro in India, 48,
in winter, 671,
— inoculnterd for distemper, 572
= yaccingtad for distemper, 573, & e,
Purchosers of dogs, hints to, 188, 305,
Jra,

Puzzle peg, | saved by word “"up.” 41

n:un dogs, 373

FEEA N

—

* Puzzling ' with noso Lo ground, 155
Q
Quars pointed, dog on fence, 200

arge o nnode, 277,
f.'llmhl“'_m expecied F:::H.‘nrl dng, 8,
Quarterivg-ground.  See Heaty

-8

flanmT-enooTinG, reprmbated, 531,

= with benglos, wil,
Habbit-wirren, visit, hiires gearen, 337
Rabbita, choice and ngo of, 5594 n,
Ruibway whistles, 507,
“ Rangon,." S« " Heat,™
- * dopw bow best dons, 164,



ars

Hals, dogs for gun niot to k611, 130,
Bed:legeed partridges, headed, 527,
— — destroved, 5350,
Red setters, Irish, G635,
Hefinements, S Accomplishments.
Relays desirable—not o pack, 248,
Requizites in o dog, 8 ; in & breaker, 8
Hetreat from point, m, E12.

Retriever, bit for onethat mouths,117.
=  “glastic hand" ecure .
dikbo, GE

ovil of mistinn. 115.

" footing ' acent, 112,

for water, qoalities in, 93,

mads whlpp -im, BT,

oliserves struck bird, 113,

(rogular), usefol with

I hnﬁjteni E-Erﬂ-d

regular}, to “down-charge"
ormot? 119,
Reirievers, shape, ke, of, 125,
—  to beat, 550,
— i fetch, taught, 108, ke,
—  io purgoe faster, 118,
—  water, to fetch eripples first,
hiad.
how bred, 126.

!ltr.ﬂnﬂng not taﬂht. first eenson, 36

— getters or 'pumtam not to
" point dend,” 8
—  Betiers, not pﬂlutuhl., B3s,

Rewards always given, 37, 40,

Rheumntism prevented 'l.'ay care, 571,

Rice, wild lakes, duck—n'hmtln%ln. 85,

" Richelien,"" ﬁmpﬂ-ahunr.ing,

Ttitte, rest fu:-rJ a0 n,

Right, the signal to go towards, &E.

Right-eyed, 85 n, .i.mg

Right band, for ** Teho '* and * Drop,"*

8

-  pignals more than laft, 142
Rond, exercies on, good for doga, 5.
" Roading," instance of fine, 200—202.

= by rix dogs alternntely, 251,

— by " Finder," 354
Ropea to tie dog, bad, 5.

Ronning bird, fi nt, 308,
Ruoshing in to "' dead "' cured, 374
Hussian sstier, drngpar from, 408

o I I

SAFFRON TEmMOVing ﬂuu 185 m
Salt for distemper, 67
Scauhm_nﬂ in ealm or gal uﬁ 174
erently recopnized by pointoera
and sstlors, 174 .
— of birds, not left for hars, 333
- "nﬂti.ng"m initiatory lesson in,

Scent o wonnded and anwouonded
birda differs, 645,
Search “dead, i 266 ; with two doge, 54,
—  for wounded bird, when to lee-
e e o a0,
Bee! o t
** Belf-hunting,"” prevent, btd
Euptam‘har dog taken out in, 171
's leason continued, 260.
Eﬂrwa.nt. useful in feld, 253
Baton proved osaful, I.H

INDEX

Satter, stanch—aam paad for, 355,
— b0 retriove, 596 ; a.rg'umEnt
orainst applies to rnl.qaver 549,
Eotters cpooch more than pointers, 23,

— Duke of Gordon's breed, 237.

— [or cover shooting, 87,

Setters, pointa in, 137, 187, 364, 537,

— —the Iriab breed, 505.
Setters’ feet hetter lr.h:m nt-ern 187,
guh::;qkm h: !.IE? B0,

ing o —:'.u.m,
Sheep-stealing. Bloodhounds, 537 n.
Ehuphurda' dugs, 143, 163, 415,
" aipmnl, for wntar

nakriuvm, #l.
Ehooting, exeellence in, not necessury

i]::lhhtﬂ.]:ﬂr. B, 258,

ta to tyros, 85 n App.

Ehnl-hﬂl, nozzls lengthened 667 App.

— on spaniels patters, 60, 329,
Shot over, dog to be, balors bo hE 375,
Showman's in Paria, 434,

E birda in ted, 284, 400, 625, 633
t, dog not to nm. ut 3808

El e en%uinad il

Sinews of legs llram:. 31-5 n,

Single-banded, shot to, 376,

Sloe, gum of, 165 n,

Slow dog, associate for yonng one, 350,

— foga hunt more than faster, 257,
Snipe, condition of, 236 n.

_ a dog ratad noticing, 497,

— EI!E] off, 396
Snipes, thes, lifted in succession, 548,
Snipa-shooting on Richelien, 277,
Snipe-ahot who never osed dog 384,

o used one constantly, 345,
Spaniel puppiss, keep close, 60
Epl.mah age when ulm lFama B2,

babbling oceasionally best, Ba
hunting in gorss, 81,
mute, preferred, B3,
numbers for & tenm, T4 77,
roqaisites in, T, .
phot-belt on wildest, 60,
Sussex, 210,
that pumlad L%
water, how broken in, .
Bp:ka~r:DIIHI 300, &c.
Epike fostenad to check-cord, 281, 335
Sportsmen to break dogs, 3, 408, 409,
Spring, dogs broken in, 170.
Epialéjging o other hirds after poind

One,
Stanch—made too, by hesding, 257,
St. John's old woman's dog, 668 5.
Btoat, range of, 283 nnd n.
Stons, erTor of rotrie
Bummnry imparted by mm. lil
Suasex § g 238,
"Eunl.rmw o hmﬂmr runming birds,

T.

“Tarrr," nneodotes of, 421—430,

Tattersall's, thirteen pointers at, 378,

Tmpa:dlgrhmhw g A H “l;u-
prov mﬁl y tano

Temper horeditary, 128
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Perrier pointlng 1 varied attitodes,
el

Terriera for covers, 24 a,
Tigreaa® claws into feet, 660 n.
Tims glven determines edocation, 2,
— saved by mitin?ﬂy lessons, 62.
Timidity cnred, 135, 345, 347,
“Toho," first good one in feld, 284
— imitiatory lesson in, 19, 21, 24
Traps beat for vermin. 283, App
— wigited by terrier, 383 0,
Tricks ensily taught after frsl, 136,
— pxhibited with effect, 164, 437.
— taught by ladices, 150,
Trout, tame, 16k
— o for, 231 ., 533
Torning back, brings dog awny, 223
Turnip-field ridden round, 401,
Turnips avoided, 192
— lemsons in, 328,
Tweed apapiel, and blind man, 385
Two dogs,Geal of, 238—240.
steady, first day, 280.

o.
= 0r," gignal for—initintory leason, 41.

v

Viccawitiow for distemper, 6573, &o,
Vermin, dogs for, 283 n., GBA n,

— traps. Decoy owl, 351 n. App.
Vigoor and longewity in setier, 228,
Yioeyards protectad by dogs, 415.

w

Wirgens, fastest, oot benling most,
poti 8
T WmL“ notso good word a8 “Ho,""47,
£

Wurmth necessary for d 671
Warren, visit, hares umrﬁ "337 m,

Watar, dog ht lia pil inta, 104
Wﬂ!ﬂ.‘lﬂﬂﬂf recipe Lor leather, BET .
"tor nfnl'.h. 567 m.
THE

889

Water-ratriever, how broken, B0
observes a&nmlﬂl. pl.:iﬂ
— qualities requi . B

Whales, Bermudn, 1056 n,
Whip carried saves punishment, 342

— toornck loudly, 188
Whistle low, 20, 507,

— disaimilar noles on ons, 55,

— distin 1'ri3'|.1.ing, for esach dog,

— inattentive to, how punish, 188,
—  ipitintory lessouw in, 10,
Whistles, boatswain's, 508; milway,

BOY.
Whistling to animots, injodiclous, 172,
spoils sport, 7.

\\'h&}_aduga.nrmmmta Tor nnd nguinst,

187.

Whita feet, obsjectionnhla, 187.

White, top conspicwous & ealour, G,

Wild birds, intercepted, 2584, 400, 535,
b33,

Wikl dog contristed with cauticas, 10k

Wild dogs turning out beat, 198,

Wildfowl, wonnded, retrieved first, 553

—  reconnoitred with glnss, p2.

Winged bird. Se Bird wingad.

Wintar pups, 671.

Wolf, croas with Bisquimanx dog, 137,

Woodeock-shooting in Albania, 8k in
Americe, 37 ; in Ireland, 397 ; in
Eent, 82.

Woodeocks attached tocovers, 307,

reflnshed, &3

small, in Cuanada, 277,

Wood-ldck of North America, 511

Wonnded bird. See Bird wounded

—

X

Yreower of Kent, 234,

Yorkshire keopor's advice, 4048,

‘E‘nmgzdngu gtendy first doy on gane
138, 280

Youth, gume followsd in, liked, A9
= oceupation followed in, liked, G

END.

Frinted Ly Hazell, Watsen & Viney, Ld., London-and Apifsvwry, S
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