CHAPTER XXXIII

CONTINUATION OF THE ST. LOUIS PORTRAIT—SPRING
DAYS AT THE SEA PALACE

HERE began now to be some discussion as to

what wauld be the most propitious date for fin.
ishing the portrait. I had thought I might finish
when I could, but this was not to bo the case. The
almanaes were consulted, and it was deeided that
the nineteenth day of April would be an auspi-
“cious time to finish and before four o'clock! The
Empress Dowager informed me of the “happy
augury ” of this date and usked me if I thought it
possible to finish then. Not only had tho date for
beginning the portrait been carefully chosen, but
‘there was much deliberation as to the proper time for
finishing! Her Majesty scemed very anxious until
she received my reply as to whether'it would be pos-
.ible to finish at this happy date, for I could not say
v first, as I had never thought of finishing at any
pa. “icular momert! When I finally told her I could
finish ... before four o'clock, April 19th, she was de-
lighted. She said “How good” and asked me to
please “not disappoint her.” As the portrait neared
completion she came very often to the studio and
watched over the painting-in of alf the accessories,
which she seemed to consider quite as important as
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With the Empress Dowager

the likeness itself. As sho was tired after the Audi-
ences, she gave me two or three sittings at this time
before she went to the Audience Hall, and I paint.d
from half-prst six to eight a.x. for two or three days.
The jewels in the head-dress, all official, were the sub-
ject of much deliberation. After a jewel was painted
in, she would decide she did n't like it and that some-
thing elso would be better. She seemed to .hink it
was as easy to take it from tlz picture as to remove
it from her person. All these requests for changes
were so graciously made, I never complained. She
would sometimes say, “I am giving you a grecat deal
of trouble, and you are very kind.” 1 did o't mind
the trouble, only these changes took away the fresh-
ness of the painting and did not add to the artistic
cffect of the picture.

Her Majesty ordered a magnificent frame for the
portrait. She, herself, made the design.  The Double
Dragon at the top struggled for the “ flaming pearl”
with the character “Sho” on it. The sides were
eluborately carved in designs representing the sym-
bol of *ten thousand ” years with the characters for
longevity. Tho-frame was to be set in a superbl
carved stand, as the Chinese do their wmirrors. TL:
wholo, of rare camphor-wood, was made by Her Mr -
esty’s own artisaus at the Palacc ~the most e> sert
workmen in China.

The days were lengthening now, the trees begin-
ping to bud and the flowers in the courts to bloom.
The icy fetters that had locked the lake were broken;
the boats again glided over its bosom. In the morn-
ings we no longer bhad to take the winter “ chairs”
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Continuation of the Portrait

and be carried the long distance from the gates to the
Throne-room. The comfortablo boats once more lay
r-oored at the foot of the landing-steps, just within
the gates, and wo enjoyed again those ideal trips
across the lake. '

The Empress Dowager began to take long promen-
ades now and was much out-of-doors. Sometimes in
the m~rnings, on our arrival, she would already be in
the gardens. Ono day we met Ler on the banks of the.
lake and made our morning salutations there. An.-
other day, she and the Emperor were inspectiué the
new buildings which were being erected toreplace those
burned during the occupation of Peking by the Allies,
wlhen Count von Waldersee had his headquarters in
the Sea Palace. Splendid buildings were being
erected on the site of those burned. The Emperor
and Empress Dowager, each with his own suite, care-
fully visited every part of these new constructions,
and scemed much interested in their progress. Of
course, the workmen were banished during the’ visit
of Their Majestics. One of these new halls was to be
used for the entertainment of foreigners, when they
are invited to the Paluce, and mapy concessions had
been made to foreign ideas in its construction. Let
as hope it may not lose its Chinese character! I am
s.ve the foreigrers will regret this innovation and
wot!? nrefer the typical Chinese interior, even though
it be less suited to the exigencies of a modern reception.

Sometimes we would see the Empress Dowager in
her Japanese “jinricksha.” This was a beautiful,
gold-lacquered affair in dragon forry, the two dragons’
heads in front. It had splendid gold-lacquered shafts
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With the Empress Dowager

and wheels—the latter with rubber tires. It was pulled
by one eunuch and pushed by another, and Her Liaj-
esty seemed greatly to enjoy this novelty for a while
but she said she preferred to walk or to be carried in
her open chair, as a usual thing.

Two other modern and novel methods of locomotion
had been installed in the grounds of the Sea Paluce.
There was a small railway, which ran from the outer
gates to the dwelling Palaces, which had 1ts engine
and complete running outfit. This haa been con-
structed by some progressive Mandarins, who wishcd
to get the Empress Dowager’s support for some rail
way scheme, but though she often spoke of how much
she had enjoyed her one trip on a real railwuy, her
spirit was too utilitarian to care for toy pleasures. She
could n't stand the puffing of the engine, the tiny cars,
and all this trouble for so0 short and useless a jaunt.

Theie was also in thoe Sea Palace, as well as at the
Summer Palace, & number of automobiles, which had
been presented to Their Majesties by Chinese nobles
and officieds who had been abroad, as examples of the
curiosities of European civilization. Oune of these was
gorgeously fitted *1p in the Imperial yeliow and gold
lacquer, with the Double Dragon. The body was in-
closed in glass and there was a throne-like seat withip
for the Empress Dowager. Tho question of how *.e
chauffeur should run the machine standing. -, he
would be obliged to do if Her Majesty were inside, had
not then been solved. She was, however, wining to
throw *radition to the winds in this instance, and was
most anxious to t:y one of these motor-cars. Her en-
tourage was, however, bitterly opposed to it, even for
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Spring Days at the Sea Palace

& short distance in the grcunds. They were afraid of
an s2cident. She never iried one while I was thore,
but I am confident that her venturesome spirit will not
resc content until she has had a ride in one of these
modern carriages.

In April, kite-flying time begins in China. High
Officials and dignified literati indulge in the pastime
as wel* as children and young people. The popular
pastimes of the people, as well as their serious occu
pations, being always honored in the Palace, kites

wre, of course, sent off by the Empress Dowager and
the Ladies. The first day the kites were to be flown
Her Majesty sent for me to come into the garden,
where che kite-flying was to take place.’ The kites were
of paper, wonderfully fashioned, representing birds,
fish, bats, and even personages. The strings were
wound on curiously shaped reels and the cleverness
with which Her Majesty let out the string and manipu-
lated the kites was wonderful. After she had let
one go, she graciously handed me her own reel’ and
told me she would teach me to fly a kite. I was hard
at work at my painting when I was called out into the
garden and I wished to return to it as soon as possi-
ble and as I knew I would not be very clever at kite-
lvmg, I begged her to allow me to watch her instead.
1»e young Empress and Princesses were also very profi-
cient in flying them, and Her Majesty flew hers as she
did everything else, with unusuel grace.

One of these beautiful spring mornings as we were
softly gliding across the lake, propelled by the grace-
ful Palace boatmen, I lay back on my cushions revel-
ing 10 the scene of quiet loveliness before me and
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drinking in tho ineffable pe-fume of the spriny, when
my glance, roaming lazily aiound in perfect contont,
caught sight of a group of gentlemen on the bank of
the lake beyond. The rays of the morning sun, ghat-
ing upon the gold of their embroidered costumes and
touching, with iridescent rays, the peacock’s feathers
upon their hats, revealed their rank and official
standing.

As it was & most unusual thing to see geutlemen in
tho Palace Inclosure, I was at once all attention, know-
ing there must be some.important event on haud, espe-
cially as, on looking closer, I saw one small figure in
their midst more plainly dressed than the others,
whom I at once recognized as His Majesty tL: Em-
peror. As we slowly approached I saw the Emperor
go over to a plow to which was hitched an ox, and
which stood at alittle distance off in the field. Fortune
favored me! I was to sce the Emperor plow the first
furrow of the year! Tor it was only on the morrow
that 'the official public ceremony was to take place at
the Temple of Agriculture, near tho great triple altar
of Heaven. I wasto seethe private plowing, done in
the Palace grounds and viewed only by the Princes
of the Imperial Family and the highest Manchu
nobles.

When all was ready the Emperor took the handl:s
of the plow and guided it down a furrow marked off
the ground, and when the furrow was upturned, the
sced was dropped in. The ox for this ceremony, which
I bad heard was white, was (at the Palace function) of
a soft doo color. Hesecmed to have been trained for
the purpose and performed his part with a dignity in
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harmony with tho attitude of all the assistants and
in keeping with the solemnity of the occasion.

I was rejoiced to have an opportunity of seeing this
interesting cercmony and tolearn that even this great
rite, which I had thought, like the sacrifice to the In-
visible Deity on the triple altar, was only performed
in the grounds of the Temple to Heaven ; and tolearn
that every custom dear to the people, or mcorporuted
in the National life, ic. observed in the Palace by the
Emperor and Empress—that His Majesty zeally
plants the first furrow of the year and gathers the
Brst cheaves of ripened wheat, and that the Ladies
of the Palace really spin the ﬁrst silk and pull the
first fruits.

The slow movement of the Palacoe boats was never
so appreciated by me as on this morning, for I was
thus enabled to see well this curious National cere-
mony, which I would never have seen but for the acei-
dent of the hour of my crossing the lake and the time
it took to do so; for, as at all ceremonies where men are
present, there were, of course, no members of Her
Majesty’s entourage, and none of the Ladies or Prin-
cesses bad ever seen.this ceremony ¢
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