CHAPTER VII

The © Liquidation’ of the Kulaks as a Class

The ° intcr-regional distribution of labour ’—The °liquida-
tion’ proclaimed—The Decree of February ist, 1930—
Solovetsky and other penal camps—The Penal Code of
April, 1930—1Its ¢ class ’ character—The allotted task and
dependent ration—Penal camps chiefly lumbering—The
Solovetsky Decree of Octcber 15t, 1929—Statements of an
official, a forest engineer, and prisoners, as to conditions
in penal camps—Reported heavy mortality—Ewidence of
prisoners working on timber exports—Of large increase of
forced labour—Mr. Wales describes the deported kulaks.

HE Instruction of June 1929 no doubt swept
many kulaki into its net, and it seems indisput-
able that it contributed substantially to increases
of timber exports from 1928-9 onwards.® But
greater efforts still were required in 1929-30. More-

® over, the lumber areas which were mainly to be

tapped were at the far extremities of Soviet territory
-—at Archangel in the extreme north, in ‘ the Lower
Volga region,’ the Urals, and the Far East.* In the
northern area,' in particular, population was scanty.
No great exploitation of timber could take place

there without importing large numbers of people.® :

Imported labour had never bccn easily secured for
1 For these i mcrcasa, see pp. 75-76.
2 Grinko, p. 114.
3 This is stated by persons having experienct of Russia’s timber industry
bcforc. the Revolution. See also p. 74.
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\heavy work such as timber-felling in so severe a
chmate and so uncolonised an area. Ferced labour
was, necessary, thgrefore, and on a permanent basis,
inasmuch as houses would have to be built, and
railways and sawmills developed, before any really -
big export of timber could take place.

. Wholesale deportation rather than sentencing
was therefore needed—in Soviet phrase, an ¢ inter-
regional distribution of labour ’*—and kulaki, ¢ the
capitalist top of the village,’® ‘were obviously the
people to despatch. Besides, if dispossessed, their
lands, cattle, and machinery would be valuable
assets to the kolkhozy and would make up for the
poor contributions brought in by‘other peasants.

These conditions led to the adoption of a sweeping
and merciless policy, though with some hesitation.*
On November 17th the Central Committee of the

All-Union Communist Party decided that .the
kulaks must be liquidated as a class,* and the all-
powerful Secretary openly proclaimed this policy a
month later. Immediate action was taken, without
waiting for official endorsement.® ,But this came in

¢ due course. On February 1st a Joint Decree of the
Central Executive Committee and the Council of

1 Statement to Mr. Henry Wales, correspondent of the Chicago Daily
Tribune, by Comrade Tsetlin, Vice-Chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee of the Archangel Soviet (Chicago Daily Tribuns (Paris Edition), April

2nd, 1931).
¢ 3 Grmko, . 311. Elsewhere he says that the Plan rcquu-cd a radical
revision of thc entire programme. of colonisation with a view to . . . trans-
planting entire groups of pcoplc (p. 286). :
8 Ibid., p. 150.

4 Rykov, Bukharm, and Tomsky, opposed the policy, but shortly recanted.
Larin objected in December (Tiltman, Terror in Europe, 1931, p. 50).

® Baikaloff, Soviet Agricultyral Legislation, Slavonic Review, June 1931.

¢ Hoover, p. 103.
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People’s Commissars of the U. S.S.R. gave forma), /
expression to the terrible policy.? /

The right of the-individual peasant to rent land
and employ hired labour in a district where collec-
tive farming was being carried on was peremptorily
withdrawn by this Decree, though exé¢eptions might
be made in respect of the ‘ middle * peasants by the .
Executive Committee of the rayon.*

Provincial Executive Committees in Russia proper
and the Governments of the autonomous Republics
were further authorised to ¢ apply all the necessary
means of fighting the Aulaki to the complete con-
fiscation of their property and their deportation
from the territory' of the separate rayons and- prov-
inces in which they live.” The confiscated property,
other than that part which was owing to the State
or co-operative organisations, was to be handed over
to the * indivisible funds ’ of the kolkhozy as a contri-
bution made on behalf of the poor peasants and
hired labourers who had entered them.

Kulaks, therefore, under this decree were °de-
ported’ wholesale wherever their labour was
needed, but chiefly it is beligved to the timber areas.
In some cases entire families were despatched, in
others, families were broken up.' Some were left
destitute in their villages. None was allowed to
keep more than the clothing on his back. The
property handed over to the collective farms was
valued at over 400 million roubles.?

3

»

_ 1 Pravda, February 2nd, 1931.

2 A rayon is the smallest type of Russian a.dministrative area. It includes
some 25,000 or 30,000 people.

: Stahn Rz,bor.t to the Communist Party’s Congrcss, June 1930, p. 65.
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The total number thus mercilessly expropnated
\émd uprooted is said to.have amounted. to over five
millions,? including some serednyaki who were hard
to distinguish from the poorer kulaks.

A Report of the Commissar of Labour mentioned.
later admits that not less than four or five million
people had been deported to compulsory labour
¢ in the camps ’ in the last two years.?

Such an open declaration of war was bound to be
fiercely resisted, and a stronger weapon than the
Instruction of June 1st, 1929, was needed for those
who gave trouble, or against whom there were any
bad marks, such as priests or those who had served
the Trarist régime. Such a weapon was not far to
seek. For some years a convict camp had existed
on the Solovetsky Islands in the White Sea, in which
prisoners were employed on timber, fishing and
road-making. Officers taken from the White armies
in the Civil War had been sent there in large
numbers, also many bishops and priests. From
1923 onwards it became the chief place of intern-
ment for political prisoners, and as such enjoyed
an unenviable reputation.?

In view of the declaration of war against the kulaks
it is not surprising to find that camps of this type

1 Dr. Hoover says that ‘ at least five million kulaks were expected to be
involved ’ in the ‘liquidation,” but that on account of the difficulty of
distinguishing between kulaki and serednyaki, the number was actually much
larger * (p. 103). Larin said there were 5 million kulaks (Tiltman, p. 50).

? Letter from Moscow in the Russian Moderate Socialist Newspaper Dni
(Paris), May 24th, 1931,

3 A terrible account of the conditions on Solovetsky Island was given by a
political exile in a letter to the Berlin Socialistichresky Vestnik, March 8th,

1924. Mr. Boris Cederhojm, who was a prisoner there in 1925, confirms
this in detail. (In the Clutches of the Tcheka, 1929.)
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began to increase in number. In Scptember 1929/
there are said to have been six tlmbcr convict camps
in existence. By the spring of 1931 they numbqrcd
nineteen.!

A Decree of the Council of,People’s Commlssars
of the U.S.S.R., dated April 7th, 1930, laying down
rules for their establishment, clearly seems to have
foreshadowed development of these camps. They
were only to receive persons who had been either
sentenced by a court to deprivation of liberty for not
less than three years, or who had been sent by special
decision of the ‘O.G.P.U’, or political police.
They were to be under the general control of the
O.G.P.U., but considerable powers were given to
camp commandants, including the right to inflict
disciplinary punishment.

Like correctional labour camps the penal camps
were to employ the labour of the prisoners in the
most rational way on economic enterprises run on
self-supporting lines out of the camps’ own re-
sources.’

e Prisoners were also to be divided on the now
familiar class basis. Those of the class of ‘ toilers’
(workmen, peasants, and employees), who had
formerly had the right to vote, and who had been
sentenced for the first time, for not more than five
years, and not for a political offence, were * privi-
leged” In addition to enjoying the privileges

L The Russian Conscripts (articles reprmted from The Times, May 18th-20th,
1931) states that'142 convict farms were in existence in 1928, and that there
are now 26 ¢ manufacturing convict colonies.” These may be colonies under

the Correctional Labour Code. See p. g2.
2 Conccrmng Penal Labour Camps. Cmd. 3’775, Pp. 120 €t seq.
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“accorded to those of the ¢ modified ’ régime (see
‘ \l\;elow), they might go outside the limits of thé camps
and be employed in ‘administrative-domestic
duties, both in the management of the camp, and
in the direction of productive work.’ _

To a second or ‘modified’ category belonged

_prisoners ‘ of the same class as the above, but
sentenced for more than five years.”” They were to
be regularly employed in ‘institutions, enterprises
and industries ’; were to ‘ live in messes attached to
the enterprises ’; and wert to be entitled to leave
of absence, and to ‘ be told off to work accord-
ing to their labour: cards.” They might receive
‘ rewards.’ ‘

The third or °primary’ category consisted of
‘ non-working class elements, and persons sentenced
for counter-revolutionary offences.” They were to
be employed on ‘general labour’; were to live
within the confines of the camp, in °special
quarters ’; were not to ¢ have the right to go out of
these quarters freely ’; and were ‘to be told off
for work according to a general list.” They
might not be employed in administrative-domestic
duties. :

The primary régime was to be applied to all
prisoners on arrival, but the °privileged’ class
might pass out of it after six months, the ¢ modified ’

« class after a year. The third category must spend
not less than two ytars in it. '

A note allowed<the camp commandant to change
the conditions of the primary régime ‘ in accordance
with the character: of the work, provided that the

‘ \
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changes do not cause the reglmc to apprommate to ;
the modified or the privileged régime.’ ‘

All prisoners on =rrival were to,be medically in-
spected. Partly on the results of this ihspection,
partly according to category, and partly according
to the conditions of the régime and ‘the nature of
their calling, work was to be allotted as follows:
¢ (a) General labour; (¢) work in institutions,
enterprises, industries, lumber work, etc.; (¢) work
in connection with -administrative domestic direc-
tion of the camp.’

Article 19 provided that ¢ general ’ labour should
be done compulsorily under supervision, without
the right to any freedom of movement that.is not
involved in the condition of the work.

Article 21 laid down that ‘all prisoners, no
matter to what category or régime they belong,
shall enjoy rations according to the kind of work
they are doing.” The rations were to be divided
into four categories: (1) basic; (2) working; (3)
supplemented; (4) penal.
¢ A note adds that the basic standard of ration shall
be defined by the O.G.P.U., but shall not in any
case fall below the minimum of calory-producing
substances.

Article 22 décreed that prisoners should be pro-
vided with clothing, foot-wear, linen and bedding,
as need arose.

Article 23 proyided for encoutragement to prisoners
who showed °zeal in their work "and signs of im-
provement by good conduct.” They might be publicly
thanked or rewarded, or mightibe given ‘an im-
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R \provcment in lodglng and (other) hvmg cond1t10ns,

¢ Yuch as the nght to receive. personal visits, take
walks freely, receive and send dJetters out of turn
and in addition to the basic standard, etc.  But
such rewards were only for the °privileged’ or.
‘ modified.” «

Article 27 provided that the working day should
not exceed eight hours  as a general rule.’ Excep-
tions might only be made ° in accordance with the
seaspnal nature of work in special circumstances, by
permission of the People’sCommissariat of Labour
of the U.S.S.R.’ ' ‘

Article 28 required stanidards of pay and protec-
tion of labour to be arranged by the O.G.P.U. in
agreement with the People’s Commissariat of
Labour.

In each camp there was to be a sanitary section to
organise medical and sanitary work. In case of
sickness prisoners were to enjoy the attention of the
medical staff of the camp. Prisoners requiring
treatment in bed were to be placed in camp hospi-
tals, and ‘ in extreme cases, where the camp has nc
hospital, in general hospitals.’

This Code also, like the Correctional Labour Code,
provided for ¢ cultural educational work,” intended
not only for the ‘liquidation ’ of illiteracy, but for
the inculcation of political doctrine, and for a
(B criminological investigation relating to the

prisoners.’ hiicE

As to discipline, the ‘right to carry arms’ was
given to the guards and the personnel of the ad-
ministration. They were empowered to use them

‘ |
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(a) in defence of a pmtectcd post or pcrson, (b)
self-defence: (¢) against prisoners eﬂ'cctmg thelr
escape; (d) in, the case of disorder 9r violence on the
part of prisoners against the camp admiistration.
Finally, Article 44 provided that persons guilty of
any infringement of the régime, or of the rules of

internal order, should be liable to various measures _

graded in severity from a reprimand to ‘ punitive
labour for a period not exceeding six months,’ or,
more ominous still, ¢ transfer to a punitive section
for a period not exceeding one year.” It is said that
a considerable number of prisoners have been trans-
ferred under this section, and that few so transferred
have ever returned.

From a former O.G.P.U. official who cscaped to
Finland in June 1930, we learn that 734,000
prisoners were employed in camps under the
O.G.P.U. in the autumn of 1929, and that they
were engaged in eight different kinds of labour.
These included: (1) lumber work; (2) log-float-
ing in the rivers; (g) the building of strategical
*roads near the Finnish frontier, and the construc-
tion of railways in various areas from Karelia to
Turkestan; (4) draining and ditching; (5) loading
and discharging work; (6) building enterprises
(including the’extension of the northern ports and
the construction of a dry dock at Kem); (7) fishing,

1 Mr. Cederholm (p. 305), describes a sectibn of this kind on Solovetsky.

2 The statements of this man and of escaped prisoners, quoted here, were
sworn before public officials in Helsingfors and elsewhere. The author has
seen copies of all these, signed and witnessed. Each copy bears the original
signature of two witnesses who vouch that the document is a correct transla-
tion. The statements are dated from February 1ggo to April 1g931.
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\ \and (8) work i in sawmﬂls carried out by workers

: sold by the Sron! to Karelljes and Sevesoljes.” ¢ For

this labour Srox receives so-called, organisation
money.’ \

That the O.G.P.U. sells prisoners who are tech-.
nical experts:to trusts and factories is confirmed

. from other sources. The demand for experts is so

keen that these sales are said to bring in a consider-
able revenue,? as the O.G.P.U. retains most of the
pay.earned by the prisoners in question.

The workers loading and discharging, he says, are
found at nearly all stations on the Murman Railway
and on the railway ‘station in Archangel Govern-
ment,.in the ports on the Murman Coast, and in
the towns of Archangel and Kem. ‘This cate-
gory,” he states, ¢ are handling timber for export
purposes.’

Of these various types of industry, ¢ timber,’ he
tells us, ¢ is the chief thing. Neither human beings
nor horses need be spared as long as the Lumbering
Plan is carried out.’ He adds that the programme
is continually being added to by 25 per cent.
through ‘Socialist competitions’ arranged between
the guards of the various camps.® We shall find a
similar device extensively used in factories and
other industries. :

How huge an increase in output might be de-
manded is shown by an Order issued on October

1 Abbreviated name for the Northern Concentrafion Camps under the
O.G.P.U. Karelljes and Sevesoljes are State trusts.

2 Dni, Nos. 97 and g9, 1930, quoting a letter from a former officer of the
Red Army; and information from a Swiss engineer, returned from Russia,
December 1930. A mechanician ex-prisoner mentions se/eral such * sales.”

3 These are enjoined in the Decree given in the App:ndix.

‘ {
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COAEPHAHHE:

(' pasLAcuenies 3nAYCIN ¥ BaKNooTH mpeierosulell AeC0IArOTOBNTEABON KANMAII BUHAY
yueanuenns npoussoictsemioli nporpask YCJIOH: 5 1929/30 onepaunousos roxy # o0hi- |
WICHIEN MEp ToOWpenHs B M 3aKMOY. PAGOTHHKOB, 3ANATHX HA JECOIAIOTOBRAX.

{ JAupestupa Ilapmun u IlpasuTeascreéa — AOFHITb M NBPBrHATL KANHTAANCTHHYSCKHE
roCyAapCcT8a B OTHOWEHHN TeXHEKE—TPEOyeT MAKCHMANBHHI TEMIOB HHAYCTPHAIMIAUHHK
veero napoanoro xossificrsa CCCP. :

Hrorn 1928/29 xoasaiicTsennom roxa, nepsoro roxa NATHIETKH, NPeB3OULIM N0 pAAY
otpacaclt BCE NIANOBHE MPEANOIOKENHS, AOKA3AB BCEM NPOTHBIMEAM HAMEYEINX TeMUoB
NHAYCTPUAIMZANNE PEAILNOCTh ILIAHA M BIIMOXHOCT ABHFATLCE K COUAAAHIMY O® Goab-
IWNME TeMIOMH

B xontpoismsix muppaxr mariderkn na 1929/30 rox ocofoe BuuMAUNE OTBOIHTCK
NONPOCAM IKCNOPTA W, B NEPEYI0 OYCPEIh, DRCTIOPTA JOCOMATODHAIOB, HBISIOULIXCH 010K
M3 raasHux cratel 20X01a Hamero comw 9eckoro GoixeTa.

Yupasaeuse Cososeugux Jarepei, NABUIE® KO TNOCAEIHE® MCCTO B OileM
naane aecoaarotosok CCCP, m 1929 3¢ YBEAHYHAO CBOK J€CO3ArOTOBUTEABILYI0 MPO-
IPasMY 110 CPABHENHIO C NPOUWLALIM TO0ON Ofaee ueM na 3007

Bunoanenne otoro ortrercroennciiwey saxanus Gyier rasucets B Goauweil uepe ot
OCOANMINA RAEIHN BOILUOHACMULIM COTPY, M B JAKJAOYEIHN CBOCTO 0ard H 00!
noeteil. Hodtody BCe BOIBHOHAPMHILG L P T
it Xoaxnoerax YCAOH- o mr -waxdws ILIGOBaTL B0 CBOK DICPTHID,
SUQNMHE, PACHOPAIHTEILHOCTH, TBEPIOCTH B ﬂp&%cno.meuun Aaa yeneuwmoro

a M paloyHX, HeNOCPEICTDCHNO  CHIBANNLX

nposeacuns sozaoxennoro ua YCJI0H aax
Orxeyas poab  pyKoOBOAAWEIO  COCT

off nporpausn Jecoaa: yrosok B 1929,30 roay,

exyomee:

€ RunOINeINeN upeerositel pox3BoICTH

U LABIARTCA A8 BCeo0Wwero CBeAeHEs i )
OXEHNNEe HA HHX JANAHHI—IOPNH B CBH3K
Gyaer upuseneno B 1929,30 rovy, nomnwo

1. K sakan BHIC
0cBOGOAKACHIE, & TAKKE M 1PCIOCTABIACHNY,

¢ yBeansensol uporpaxmofl aecolaroTon
COKPAILCHIA CPOEA 3AKINYCUNS, H AOCPOY]
110 ocBoGox e, paldoT 10 BOXBHOMY Halluy.

. 2, llyTen BBetenus UPOTPECCHBHONO UPeMUPOBANAS HA JPCO3ATOTOBKAX M ACCNH3ABOIAX,
UCEN, POBHOCTIO OTHOCRUUINCA K pal0Te Ha TAKOBHY, AAHA BOINMOKIOCTB LIOAYYATh YLeEId-
CHI0e NPENHAILHOE BOJMArPAXICHNE.

YKa0auHHe [NOOWPEHHA NOAHOCTSI GYyAYT NpHNMeNeNH R K PYKOBOLAUIEMY COCTABY
ud MCCTAX (HAXIOPCOCTAB, _PYKPAGH, LCCATHMKH W T. ), OT HINIHATHEH, PACTIOPHANTEILHOCTH

i opr : KONX OYAET 3aBHCETh YCHEX PAGOTH.

Orucuan TNOIOKUTEABIME pe3yaLTaTh 1posouMix no YC.JOH 1pyaosux copesuusan
NOCTHHO nnpnﬂm_.m u o0we ie opray p TCA PacnpocTpaniTs uunuﬁ
THBY  Ccop Hull ¥ na P KH, 9TO. eme Goiee obecneyur nariexaumf TeMmu

pador m rapautupyer 100°, BUIOJNCHNE BIATWX WA COO8 OGXIATEARCTS.

BIIO, cosxectio ¢ DKO, paisepuyms camyo uWmpoKYI PAILACHHTCILHYIO pasoTy
na seerax o0 poan YC.IOH B 3eco3aroToBxax, B yRA3Ke € KONTPOILMLMM UMGPAMI 11TH=
AeTiu ua 1929 30 rox.

llpukas npovects Bo weex Orgesax Yupapaeuus, Orac3cuuaz, KOMINIUPOIEGI,
o ''HKTAX Wl BUBCCHTH M3 DUUINX MECTAX.
Yien, Koxse:un OI'MIY n
Havaaeuuk Cnemnasnuoro Orxesa npu OUIIY T Boxni.

(
Havasenuz Yupasieunn Horres.
DR ER IR S IE. SR 1T /
Order to the Administrativi: Bodies of the Solovetsky Clunps, ordering
an increase of over [ 00 per cent in the Timber producuoxlfor 1929-1G30.

Dated Octob| r 1st, 1929. (For translation see Appendix.)
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I{t 1929, to ¢ Adn{inistrative bogles of the So\o—
vetsky camps,” in Which it+was announced that
timber produotion ifi these camps in 1929-30 must
be 300 per cent. more than that of the previous
year, and ¢ paid collaborators > and prisoners were
ordered to ‘ mobilise all their energies’’ in order to
achieve this.* In the Xarelian forests the felling
programme for the samé year was doubled on ac-
count of the arrival of over g,000 prisoners.*

Some 150 prisoners in all are said to have escaped
over the Finnish frontier from the penal timber
camps "of North Russia. All of sufficient education
to give intelligible accounts have made sworn
depositions before’ Finnish officials. Others have
made similar statements in this country.? They
present a terrible picture of overwork, bad feeding,
insufficient clothing, crowded and insanitary accom-
modation, and deaths from exhaustion, disease and
cold. A daily task is set the prisoners which is far
beyond the power of any but an expert worker’s
capacity. Failure to fulfil it brings reduction of an
dlready scanty foed ration and may mean other
brutal penalties. No pay is given at Archangel; in
Karelia, from one to forty kopeks a day.

The statements made in Finland are fully corrob-
orated by the 'six Russian prisoners who were
examined in England by Sir Alan Pim and Mr.
Bateson, and the statements are accepted by them

1 A photograph of this,Order appears opposite.

2 Sworn statement by Nikolai Lukin, formerly fojest engineer under the
Board of Forests of Red Karelia, made at Helsingfors, Sept. 29th, 1930.
He says that none(were employed in Karelia on timber before.

3 Three statement? of this kind were sent by Sir Edward Hilton Young,
M.P., to :hc Prime Minister in December, 1930. ' ;
i L
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as “ in the main rue.” The tlree English seamen
whose evidence® appears in ‘tlie Report also speak
of ‘the prisoners® working in twelve~hour shifts to.
load their ships with timber. Two give vivid pic-
tures of the underfed appearance of the men.:

The evidence of the officials already quoted is
as emphatic as those of ex-brisoners in regard to the
excessive tasks imposed. 'The forest engineer in
March 1931 gave figures showing that in Karelia the
tasks set required work in the forests not only for
six hours of winter daylight, but for four hours of
darkness as well.* The O.G.P.U. official confirms
the work in the darkness, adding, as several of the
ex-prisoners do, that men as a rule had to walk five
kilometres to their toil. When it is remembered
that many of the prisoners were elderly men, or
men totally unaccustomed to heavy work such as
timber-felling, the inhumanity of the ¢ production
programme ’ set them becomes apparent.

The O.G.P.U. official is as eloquent as the
prisoners as to the inadequacy and unpalatable
nature of the food. The main part of the ration, he
tells us, consists of 1 kilo* of ¢ doughy black bread.’

1 Report on Russian Timber Camps for the Anti-Slavery Society, June 1931.

2 It is rather surprising to find the authors of the Report doubtful whether
any tasks were fixed. As we have seen, the Labour Code of 1922 required an
individual standard of output to be laid down, and pay to be reduced if the
task were not fulfilled. Later pages will show how vital a factor the allotted
task has become in the execution of the Five Years’ Plan, and how the
rations of the ordinary tvoyker may depend in quality and quantity on
its fulfilment (p. 166). If tasks be fixed for the:ordinary trade unionist
worker they would surcly be fixed for prisoners. But the Report admits that
having regard to the type to which a proportion of the prisoners belonged,
and the diet they received, the hours of labour were exdessive (p. 11g).

8 The snow throws up a certain degree of light. .
4i.c. 2:2046 1bs. avoirdupois. ! ;
‘ 5
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If a worker fails to Lomplete his task his ration ‘is
at*once reduced to « 3\')0 grammes® per day, which s
not again increased’ until he has:made good the
deficit. The cooked food is positively awful. It
consists chiefly of soup, generally made of rotten
fish. Meat, poor horse-flesh, is given 'only twice a
week.? Owing to the totpl lack of fats nearly all the
prisoners acquire an eye' trouble, hemeralopia, or
night-blindness. It, therefore, frequently happens
that prisoners suffering from night-blindness have
been shot down by the Chekists, because they were
unable to see in the dark, and therefore by mistake
stepped off the path.’

He also tells us'that on May 1st, 1930, 14,875
prisoners under the O.G.P.U. were °without
clothes ’—they had nothing more than °ragged,
dirty underclothing.’”* The O.G.P.U.’s method of
dealing with this situation was to order that
prisoners returning at the end of their day’s work
should hand over clothes to fellow prisoners, who
would go out on night-shift. A man thus deprived of
His clothing was lucky if he had ‘some rags in his bed

so as to keep himself a bit warm and be able to rest.’

li.e. about 10 ozs. 1,000 grammes = 1 kilo. Two of the ex-prisoners
cxamined for the Report gave this figure respectively as 700 grammes and
400-800 grammes. Another prisoner states that the basic ration of bread
was 300 grammes per worker; the ration for those not doing heavy labour
was 400 grammes; the ration for fishing, forestry and farm-work was 6oo
grammes, with 200 extra for those who fulfilled their task. This gives a
maximum of 800 grammes. Quantities no doubt varied with supplies.

2 No prisoner mentions meat—only two, ocgasional horse-soup. But see
p. 81. .

3 The chief officer examined in England said thatsthe men in two camps
he saw, each of 600 men, wore the same clothes in winter as in summer
(Report on Russian Tijmber Camps, p. 103).

4 This confirms ex-prisoners’ statements of lack of blankets and bedding.
Beds werg simply wooden benches or shelves. !
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An ex-prisoner states that on'y camp officials are

: prov1ded with ILather-footwea Priseners working
in «deep snow may be shod only in ‘bastshoes.’* There
are, in consequence, he says, many frost-bitten feet in

winter, and at other times feet are permanently wet.
As to housing, the O.G. P U. official says that at
the time of his escape “tlle prisoners were distri-
buted over 873 groups of'barracks, having a total
space of 470,162 cubic metres, equal to a breathing

space of 0.71 cubic metres for each prisoner.
Ex-prisoners confirm the overcrowding, and say
that the barracks® are hurriedly built of thin and
badly jointed logs, through the chinks of which the
wind penetrates, while melting snow drips through
the wood and turf roof on to the earthen floor.
Sanitary and washing accommodation hardly exist;
vermin abound, and stoves provided in winter give
insufficient warmth. Caucasians and others .from
the south frequently therefore succumb to the cold.
Again, the official states that for 734,000 Slon
prisoners there were only six hospitals with al-
together 580 beds. Besides the hospitals there was a
medical assistant for every group of barracks, but-
‘ the assistants as a rule do not understand anything
about medicine.” The supply of medicines was
totally inadequate. For 700 or 800 prisoners 100
grammes of iodine and 50 headache powders were
allowed, ‘ and the same quantity for gastric troubles.
Old ragged, unwashed shirts, full of vermin, are
used for bandages.’

1i.e, shoes made of a fibre derived from the bark of lime trees.
2On Solovetsky prisontrs sleep in the cathedral of an old monastery
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These statement| fully explaln the ° 1nsufﬁc nt
medical® supervisiol) * and the ‘2lmost entire ab-
sence of medical stures and equipinent, noted in.the
Report on Russian Timber Camps.* :

One of the ex-prisoners who escaped to Finland
tells us that ¢ the whole Russian intélligentsia and
also a great many foreign subjects are on Solovetsky
Island.” Another refuee from the same camp
states that whereas there were dozens of priests when
he was first admitted to the camp, there were only
two left when he escaped. Being unused to heavy
manual work they were the first to succumb.
Germans, also, and Ukranians, tried severely by the
climate, had died in numbers. But even men ac-
customed to heavy outdoor work were taxed beyond
endurance. One statement describes how ‘a big
peasant during the work in the forest suddenly made
the sign of the cross and threw himself against a
fir-tree, cracking his head to death.’

Ex-prisoners state that only high fever, incapacity
to walk, serious wounds, or infectious disease excuse

®a man from his work, and more than one account is
given of the pitiful condition in which disabled
prisoners are sent to special camps, as a rule, to die.
Many in desperation had committed suicide. The
O.G.P.U. official states that 72,000 prisoners per-
ished between the autumn of 1929 and May 1st,
1930. ‘ They had died either during the typhoid
epidemic, raging in those months, or from exhaus-
tion or scurvy, or had been shot down by mentally
deranged Chekists on the charge of attempting to

1P. 120. '
© ) 1
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escipe, or clubhed to death with | ifle-butts by guards
trying to force them to finish t/eir day’s work.’s «

A. prisoner whosaw a statement of the health con-
ditions in his camp says that in his detachment
between February 17th and August 21st, 1930, there:
were 600 deaths out of a total number of prisoners
varying from 1,200 to 1,60¢. One of the prisoners
examined in England said that of twenty-five men
admitted to camp with him, sixteen had died.?

But it is to be feared that all these estimates are
conservative., The recent Report of the Commissar
of Labour, above referred to, states that the average
mortality ‘in the camps’ had fluctuated between
60 and 70 per cent. in the last two years. In other
words, out of four or five millions sent to the camps
some three millions had perished. These terrible
figures no doubt include persons sentenced under
the Correctional Labour Code, and probably .also
deported kulaks, but the penal camps must have
made the heaviest contribution in proportion to
their numbers.

It is said that following on this Report, orders
were sent to the O.G.P.U. that mortality among
prisoners doing compulsory labour must not exceed
a fixed rate. The expenditure of human life was
evidently recognised as too costly for the Plan.?

1 Witnesses examined by Sir Alan Pim and Mr, Bateson also spoke of
this ¢ clubbing.” The O.G.P.U. official and several of the ex-prisoners
state that the guards are qften promoted criminals. The Penal Code, as
we have secn, allowed for noh-political prisoners performing administra-
tive duties. An ex-prisoper states that beating or clubbing by the guards
was so frequent that it did not count as a punishment. Other punishments
are described. 2 Report, p. 83.

8 Dni, May 24th, 1931. This is no doubt why the timber industry is to be
mechanised, as announced by Stalin on June 23rd, 1931.
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F1nally, instance(; are admltted in which men n\avc

“Ween retained in S ovetsky camp beyond the expiry
_of their sentences.” ,

There will be few readers of the foregoing pages
*who will be ready to accept Premier Molotov’s
denial that ° prison lahour of any kind is used in the
timber trade,” even if\the verb is to be interpreted
literally. His further statement that forced labour
has ‘ nothing to do with the timber trade, or any
other commodities produced for exporty® is
equally disproved by the Report on Russian Timber
Camps, which shows that prisoners were employed
on lumbering exports in the Dwina area in the
autumn of 1930,’and on loading ships with timber
in the White Sea from 1926 to 1930.*

The Report further points out that the Northern
forest areas work in the main for export, as their

1Seatement by Mr. Tsetlin to Mr. Wales, Chicago Daily Tribune, Paris
edition, April 22nd, 1931. Mr. Cederholm also mentions cases.

2 According to Mr. Wales, by March 1931, owing apparently to the feel-
ings excited abroad by the statements of escaped prisoners, prisoners who
had been brought from Solovetsky to Archangel in 1930 to load ships had
been sent back. He accordingly telegraphed to the New York Times that
®¢ convict labour was no longer employed by the State timber trust for export
production.” This message was altered by the Soviet censor to read ‘ con-
vict labour is not employed, etc.,” New York Times, June 15th, 1931. The
New York Times had evidently not been seen by the compiler of the Timber
Trade Federation’s pa.mphlct Russian Tmzber, as only the censored message
appears in it. This is also the version given in the Bank of Russia's Trade
Review for April, 193¢, as quoted in the Report on the Camps, p. 122.

Many prisoners now may be engaged on making the Canal from the
White Sea to the Baltic, as mentioned by Premier Molotov on March
8th. Mr. Chamberlin in April 1931 saw several heavily guarded trains on
the railway south of Kem, said to be taking men to this work. A delegation
from the Timber Fedesation in June 1931 found no prisoners loading timber
at White Sea ports, but they might be doing so a§ Murmansk on the Arctic
Ocean. Several prisoners quoted here worked north of Kem on timber
which was exported from Murmansk. See p. 74.

3Sece ante, p. 68. Mr. Moyse-Bartlett (7#he Times, Jan. 6th, 1931) also
cites an eye-witness of prisoners loading in 1923.
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timber is floated down ‘to the White Sea.' It also
shows that a large number of jnen had been seri
from: Solovetsky camp in 1930 to deepén Leningrad
harbour.?

The articles reprinted recently from The Times"
tell us that in April 1930 compulsory labour service
~ was introduced in Archangef and the whole North-
ern district, where timber was being prepared for
export,® and that in September 1940, just after the
publication of two successive decrees conscripting
labour for floating timber, orders were issued to ‘ go
to the farthest limits > in measures to stimulate the
transport of timber to the ports for this purpose.*

Further, an Ingrian refugee, whd in January 1930
entered the service of an English timber-importing
firm with an office in Leningrad, has stated on oath
in Finland that, between January and May 1930,
he was in Maijguba® in Karelia, taking over timber
for his company, and that about 1,200 prisoners,
both men and women, and about 400 East Kare-
lians, were working the logs he received. The timber
was shipped to England from Murmansk. Later in
the year, when acting as.a goods-receiver in Lenin-
grad harbour, sawn timber, poles, and pulpwood,
were being loadéd into foreign vessels by labour
compulsorily enlisted by *Sev-Sap-Pogrus’ for

1P, 54. 1P. 52.

3 This no doubt was the system described on p. g1 by which villagers
undertook * self-imposed tasks ’ in timber-felling. It was in operation in the
Northern area in the winter of 1930-1 (see p. 158); and Mr. Chamberlin
found it in Karelia at th: end of the season (Christian Science Monitor, May
13th, 1931).

& The Russian Conscripts, p. 2. ;

5 Mr. Chamberlin found a large prisoners’ camp there this year.

tiec. A I‘\'orth-Wt'ste.m Lokding Trust.
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,three months. Some men tried to escape, and v\hen
*aaught® were punished. R )
he findings of the Report are thus corroborated
What proportion of the labour employed on tim-
- ber is forced is obviously impossible to determine
exactly. But that tlmber-fc]hng was unpopular
even when it ulvolve no change of residence is ~
shown by a Decree of Fybruary 13th, 1930, requiring
villages to be: pressed into undertaking °self-
imposed tasks of timber preparation and haulage,’*
and the forest engineer’ already quoted states that
one reason why Russia is ¢ obliged ’ to employ com-
pulsory labour is because free labourers are not
willing to work in what he describes as ‘ unculti-
vated wildernesses,” i.e. new timber-felling areas.
This statement appears to refer to the resident popu-
lation of Karelia, the province lying to the West of
the. White Sea. It is confirmed by the conscription
of 30,000 Karelians for lumbering early in 1931.*
Yet while exports of timber in 1926-7 were only
2-1 million tons, and in 1927-8, 2-5 million tons,
in 1928-9, the year in which ‘ compulsory labour
without detention * was first sanctioned for forestry,
they jumped to 4-77 million tons. In 1929-30, the
year in which over five million Aulaks were deported,
and the Code' for penal camps was published, they
still further increased to 7-g million tons.® If the

people of Karelia, inured to the climate and isola- -

1 Decree of the Central Executive Comnhttee of the R.S.F.S.R. and the
Council of the People’s Commissars of the R.S.F.SAR dated February
13th, 1930. See p. 91. The Russian Conscripts quotes .Mmza as admitting
that lumbering was very unpopular.

2 See p. 157. °

8 Statistics of Soviet Customs. '
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tlon, of the northern ari:a were unwilling to move
to the ‘wildernesses” of their own Province, is it con™-
ceivable that this ¢énormous expansion,dargely, as'we
know, carried out in the severe climate of the North,
was mainly due to the recruitment of free labour"
from villages hundreds of miles away to the south?

A further point is that, wh}‘le in Z 926-7 exports of
round and unmilled timber were only 0-8 mil-
lion tons, as against 1-9 millions of sawn timber,
in 1928-9 they were 2-4 as compared with 2.33
millions. In 1929-30 they ‘were no less than 4-1,
the sawn timber only 3-2 million tons. This
large increase in unsawn timber points to a con-
siderable increase in unskilled labour.

It is impossible to avoid the conclusion that the
great increase in timber exports which has taken
place in the last two years has been in the main the
product of the forced labour either of prisoners, of
persons sentenced to compulsory labour without
detention, of villages’ self-imposed tasks,” or of
deported kulaks.*

It has also been hotly denied that conditions in the
camps are as described in the statements quoted.
Those statements, it must be pointed out, refer to
penal camps only, not to ‘ places of detention’ or
other institutions organised under thé Correctional
Labour Code. Nor do they refer to settlements
of deported kulaki.

1 The writers of the Report on Kussian Timber Camps (p. 132) think that most
of the labour employed on timber-felling and transporting in the last year
or two was voluntary, but as already shown, they leave out of account the
Instruction of June 1st, 1929, and they appear to do the same in regard to
the Decree authorising village * self<imposed * tasks (see p. 91). Both these
Decrees must have conscripted much labour for timber-felling.
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But a Report conducted m’a strictly judicial spmt

l\as foutid fhat the food in, ceréajn at least of the
timtber pca.:el-camps was ‘if not absolutely 1nsufﬁ-

_cient, so lacking in variety as to be prejudicial to
“health ’; that hours of labour were excessive for

many, and that there was ‘insufficient medical
supervision, and \an almost entire absence of medical
stores and equip nent.” , The main facts alleged by
ex-prisoners must, therefore, be regarded as estab-
lished by the Report. .

As to the complaints of insufficiency of food, it may
be added that the Far North of Russia, and indeed
areas much further to the South, are, owing to the
severity of the climate, almost entirely dependent on
food supplies brought from long distances. Poor
communications had even before the Revolution
made these forests difficult to work.* The railways,
as we shall see later, both in 1929 and 1930 were in
a terribly disorganised condition and incapable of
meeting any exceptional strain. Was it not in-
evitable that, if hundreds of thousands of people
yere suddenly rushed into this area, supplies of food,
of medical stores, and of everything, indeed, except
lumber, would be insufficient ? That the shortage
must have been severe is shown by:the fact that com-
plaints actually appeared in the Russian Press last
autumn that the Karelia lumber-men were neg-

lected.®

1 E. P. Stebbing, British Forestry, 1916, p.93.

2 The Russian Conscripts, p. 4. Mr. J. F. Stewart, a consulting Forest
engineer, a statement by whom is reprinted in the Timber Trade Federa-
tion’s pamphlet Russian Timber, says that food, though scarce in, and near,
the larger towns in the Archangel province, was better and more plentiful
in the forests ; that the bulk of the forest w?rkcrs were living in villages,
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s to l;ousing— 7 he Times articles already quoted
tell us that the nden have to:construct their owa
cabjns before begianing to work in the-forest proper,
a statement confirmed by ex-prisoners examined by
Sir Alan Pim and Mr. Bateson. Pressure would be’
put on them to spend as little time as possible on
hut-building, and if the camp were opened up in
winter, to provide shelter of any Kind as quickly as
possible would be an urgent matter. The Times
articles speak of great shortage of barracks and
cabins in 1930.

That deported kulaks also had to build their own
houses is shown in the statement by Mr. Tsetlin
to Mr. Wales already referred to.*

He admitted that 10,000 kulak families had been
¢ transported ’ to his district to work in the timber
industry, but naively added that none were cutting
timber yet, as they were  engaged in constructing
houses.” As this statement was made in March, the
families in question must have been deported to a
severe climate in winter, without any houses having
been prepared for them. Many of them, Mr. Wales
tells us, came from the South—from the Ukraine,
the Volga, even from the Caucasus.

An uncensored despatch from Mr. Wales® gives a

not camps, and that he only saw one exiled kulak. But he visited the north
early in 1929 before rationing was severe, or forced labour was employed
on forestry, or the kulaks had been dcported wholesale. Moreover, Mr.
Stewart refuses to express any opinion as to ¢ whether there is forced labour
in Russia or not, or whether ‘the lumber camps are supplied with political
prisoners ’ ; and he goes on to say that if * weakly townspeople * were sud-
denly ¢ dumped into loggiryg in such a hard country as North Russia, I can
quite imagine they would quickly succumb under any conditions.’

1 Chicago Daily Tribune, Paris Edition, April grd, 1931.

2 The New York Times, March 3oth, 1931.
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terrlble account of the conditions tnder which soime
ware living on their first asrival 1n the North—
famishing and: ¢ half-naked’ mens being ¢ herd,ed
like wild beasts in a menagerie amid the filthiest’
imaginable conditions.’” In another camp #kulak
families had ‘ burrowed lnto the earth like rats, and
had made lean-tcs from bits of board, rags, any-
thing to keep the icy Arctic blast off.” To reach the
forests they were to fell, long marches were neces-
sary over the exposed and frozen tundra,* yet many
were barefoot, in bitterly cold weather.

And’the € houses * in which Mr., Wales saw them
were mere barracks in which men, women, boys and
girls, all slept in one.common room on wooden bunks,
without any covering. All family life had vanished.?

No one cognisant of these facts, and they are
described by a visitor who has been widely quoted
by Soviet apologists, could believe that well-to-do
peasants could have voluntarily left their homes in
very different climates to take up heavy labour under
such conditions. - That the labour of the kulaks is
ﬁ)rced was admitted by Karl Radek in his state-
ment to the effect that ° we have never concealed
the fact that we employ forced labour recruited
from the overthrown class. We are liquidating the
kulaks . . . and : . . we look upon it as a great con-
quest for our country.’

1j.e. a vast tract of land growing little or nothing, as during a great part
of the year it is frozen to a depth of some thret feet.

2 Chicago Daily Tribune, Paris edition, April 1st, 1931. The two paragraphs
above are not among the extracts from Mr. Wales'*articles reprinted in the
Anglo-Russian Parliamentary Committee’s Weekly Bulletin (a pro-Soviet

publication), andlittle of them appears in Russian Timber.
8 Izvestia, February 19th, 1931,
]
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;Man}; persons were sent into exile in Tsarist days,
in gross violatiph of, civil and political freedem.
Byt there was wo heavy forced labour except for
criminals sentenced by a court. A political exile
could take his family with him, rent his own house,
even if a poor one, and lead his own life, working
or not as he chose, and with some choice of work
open to him. His writings, even on political
subjects, could be published, and many exiles
received monetary allowances from Government.!

It has been left to Soviet rulers, acting in the name
of the people, to destroy homes, in many cases to
break up families, and to despatch to perpetual exile
and heavy compulsory labour some five millions
of its peaceful and industrious citizens. The
‘ liquidation ’ of the kulaki must rank as one of the
greatest crimes in history, and the treatment of
political prisoners in the penal camps stands cut as
a dark stain on the brighter page which the twentieth
century is gradually writing in the unhappy tale of
prison administration.

NOTE.—While this book has been passing through the
Press Mr. Hessell Tiltman’s, Terror in Europe has appeared. It
contains the statement of a well-known Armenian Socialist
who was sent as a political prisoner to lumbering work in
the Arctic Circle early in 1930, and was afterwards employed
on loading at Archangel. His account of' the lumber camp
fully confirms what is said here. Of 20,000 prisoners sent
North with him from Kotlas in January only 8,000 returned
there in May. All the rest had perished—a 60 per cent. mor-
tality. The only respect in which he differs from statements

1 Statement by Mr. Baikaloff, who was at one time a political exile in
Siberia. Accounts by other exiles confirm this (U. Martov, Memoirs of a
Social Democrat, V. Zenzinov, From the Life of a Social Revolutionary, and
L. Trotsky, My L[ff).
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in the text is that, in addition to foo grammes of l;read, this
rition incluged fish and, at Archangel, hgrse-flesh. In rega¥d
to Bours of work, he mentions that fumbesing began so early
that prisoners ma:ched to their work guided by lanterns.,

The prisoners’ accounts are further confirmed by statements -
made to Mr. Tiltman by the wives of three political prisoners,
who were allowed to visit their husbands. Mr. Tiltman’s
book helps to emphasise what is clear from a, comparison of
Mr. Cederholm’s book with the escaped prisoners’ state-
ments, i.e. that prisoners of the intelligentsia type of late years
have been subjected to much more heavy labour than was
the case on Solovetsky in 1925. This corresponds to the in-
creased severity of the Correctional Labour Code, mentioned
on p. 32. y

Aprcccnt statement signed by Comrade Stutchka, Director
of the Institute of Research on Law, and Comrade Apeter,
Commissar of Justice for the R.S.F.S.R., estimates the net
profit from prisoners’ labour in camps and prison factories at
no less than 32 -2 million roubles for 1931 (i.e. over £'3,200,000).
17-7 million roubles besides (i.e. £1,770,000) are estimated as
the net profits on prisoners ‘sold’ to various undertakings.
These figures are based on the receipts for 1930. New capital
investments in factories worked exclusively by prison labour
are estimated at 938 million roubles; current expenditure on
prisons at 15-4, on special bureaux of compulsory labour
at 6, on Juvenile Correctional Centres at 5, and on special
payments to prisoners showing great efficiency at 9+8 million
roubles (anglicé, Soviet State and the Revolution in Law, No. 7,
1931, p. 128). These figures give some idea of the extent of
Rrison labour in Russia. Read in conjunction with Krylenko’s
stagement quoted on p. 32 they show how little importance
attaches to the absence of prisoners from White Sea ports and
sawmills in June 1931. In any case, little reference to work in
sawmills is made by the prisoners cited here—none to such
work at the ports. &

Messrs. Chirvint:and Qutevsky also give striking figures
regarding gross and net profits of prison labour.





