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CITADPMTER L

Tintsusluietas,

I nave attempted in these volumes to describe the
Auvstralian colonies as they at present exist; and to tell,
in very brief (nshion, the manner in which they were
first ereated.  In doing so, it has been impossible 1o
avoid speculations as to their fulure prospects,—in which
is involved the happiness of millivns to come of English-
speitking men and women,  As a group, they are pro-
Lably the most important of our colenial posscssions, os
they are certainly the most interesting. “Their population
i, indeed, sl leéss than hall that of the Canadiam
dominion; bul Moy are very much younger than the
{anadas; their increase has. boen much ouicker; —and
we made them for ourselves.  Canoda and Nova Seotin,
—of which New Brunswick was then a part,—we took,
ready colonized, from the Irench, The Cape we got
ready colonized from the T¥oich, as also Dritish Guiana,
Jamaica and Trinidad we ook from the Spanish.  The
carly possession of Newloundland was 2 moot point be-
tween onrselves and the French, till at last we oblained
it Ly irealy from Louis X1V, Ceylon,—which, in truth,
is not o eoleny, thongh reckoned in our lst of colonies,
—was posscssed first by the Vortuguese, and then by the
Drutch, before it fell inte our hands.  The Mauritine we
got from the French. Awmong the colonies, which we
vurselves first colonized, Barbadoes and Bermuda are
the most impartant that still remain o us,—exoepting
those of which I am now about to epeak.
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When we make mention of “colonies™ we should be
understood o signify countrics outside dur own, which
by our encrgics we have made fit for the eccupalion of
our multiplying race. Indiz iz the possession of which
v ore most proud;—but India is in no respect o colony:
It should Le our greatest boast respecting India that we
hold that populous country to the advantage of the il
lions by whom it is inhabited: but we do not hold it for
the direct welfure of our own race, though greatly to
the benefit of our own country. The BEuropeing who are
gpread over India, caclusive of the military, are less
numerous than-the mhabmants of Ta=smania,

The United Swmates are; in the most proper sense, a
British colony; and it is the colony in whick, of all
athers, Great Hritain should feel the groatest pglory,—
because therein has been achieved the highest prosperity
by those who leave the shores of our islands from vear
o year, ‘T'hat-India and the United States,—=o absolutely
unlike ench other in all the conditions of humanity, aned
yeb exch so prosperous. afier s own fashion, shoold, the
ane be governed from Eopland, and the other speak the
English Iznpuage, is a combination which makes an
Englishinan conscious that, let the faplts hove been what
ihey may, the mace has been more successfn] than other
FLOCE,

The Australias and New Fealand Dhave been and still
are colonics in every sense; and they are colomies which
have been founded by ourselves exclusively,—for the
prosperity and the deficiencies of which we and the
colonies are solely responsible,  No French element, no
Dutch element, no Spanish element can be pleaded by
us as hoving interfered with our operations in Australia.
And the real colonization of these Eastern lands, which
did not in truth commence till the system of using them
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as penal seitlements had been cendemned, hos been so
recent that the colomists and the Government at home
have had the advanlage of experience, and have taken
lessons both from the successes and the faillures of carlier
entecprises,  Colonizing theerists have arisen, wha have
done !iu-mr_'lh!'n;; for the beiter management of a new
world, and philanthropists olso have aided. Statesmen
have become wiser as they observed the crrors of thewr
predecessors.  Intending colonists themselves have lelt
their old homes with clearer idens of their own wants,
And advancing scicnce has carried out and acclimatized,
not only men and women, bot heasis, birds, and fishes,
fruit and vegetables, rich grasses and European trees
with a rapidity and profusion of which our grandfathers
never dreamed, and which even our fathers hardly ventured
to anticipate,  New Zealand; the latest of owr great
colonies, of which in teuth the sccupation did not com-
mence il 8o, contained no animal life and no native
fruit useful tooman when we frit reached its shores, It
11 now so wondeefully prolific in life and vegetation im-
ported from Europe that the visitor sees there groves of
wild peach-trees and herds of wild horses.  Australia was
nearly equally destitute, Nevertheless, Australian capi-
talists are already enmgaged in the task of sending from
Australia European’ meats to our home markets, and arc
thus relieving the wonts of those at home who are too
destitute to improve their fortunes by migrating to hap-
pier lands,

That Avstralian colonization has prospered greatly no
one who sees it,—no one who studies it without seeing
it, —can doubt. Whether the progress might mot have
been quicker, preater, more thorough—whether it might
not have been made lo contain a more confirmed as-
surance of future well-being, many profess to doubt, To
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me it seemsg that the work, taken as o whole, has leon
well done, Tlat anything should cver have Lieen so well
done that it could not have been done better, few will
be found to allege in reference 1o a matter as to which
no standard of pxcellence cxists,.  Had this or had that
ling of condoct been followed in colomzing these new
womntric, whe can say what might have been the cffect?
Cr if there e any one who Lhinks (at he can show Uhat
mich and such resulls would have followed & eerlam
conrse, Aliere will be another equally sure that e can
jprrove the contrary,

The assailanls of our colenial work who are most
positive in asserting that mighticr results and an fme
proved condition would have come fromm management
other than that adepted, generally Glame e English
Minister of the day for the alleged shostcoming of the
colonists.  There are many the tendency of whose minds
leads them to discrodit statesmen; who are prone o
antagonisn agamst authority ) ond who Dbelieve, almost
a5 a matter of course, that the doings of Cabinct Ministers
and their subordinates are cnstomarily fatnons and often
dishonest. Such men in dealing with our colonics speak
of Downing Street,—where is the official domicile of our
Calonial Ministers,—us o slongh of despond whose nud
sas long clogged the wheels of cur colonial enlurprise.
I'v spch men it is enough that a member of Pariament
shall take a seat in that boilding to render lim harsh,
whipatriotic, and unsympathetic, whatever may have beon
his character before he stained it by taking office.  The
teaehing of such men has been spread so far that a large
world of followers, who neithor induire nor think, Tt
only hear, i3 edocated in the fdea that were it nol for
Downing Strect our colonics might thrive.. It docs not
oocur o them to refleet that the man sclected to sit in
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Downing Street has a wider source of information than
others, a greater need Lo study the subject (han others;
that hie performs his functions with the Tight of day upon
him; and that he is chosen from ameng those who have
made themselves prominent by their knowledge cnd sa-
acity. We are all willing to admit that twe sets of men,
=1he Cabinct which is in and the Cabinet which is out,
—eamtain, as a mile, the Lest politicinms of the day; but
most of us are ready to denounce the one Minister who
holds authonty in any matter in which we are personally
injerested.  In reading books on the colonies, mostly
wrilten ly colonists, T have Leen struck Ly the very small
mmount of praise cver bestowed on 4 Binister for the
Colonies at home, and by the repeated allusions made 1o
the want of judgment and indifference displayed by these
pentlemen. I must add alse, Mat the Australian colonisis
ol the present day do not in ordinary conversation speak
wilh enthusinsm of Downing Stocet,

It would be well if colonists and Englishnen interesied
in the subject, could learn what it js that is done for the
colonies in Downing Street. 1 am speaking here of courss
of sich colonies as those in Australasia. I am inclingd
to think that it is very liltle. The Colonial Office cannot
plant a colony. It cannot even grant a patent 1o a great
man, in order thot e may plant one,—as was done in
the days of the Stuarts. 1t is ealled ypon to judge,—and
in so judging must carry with it the support of FParkia-
ment,—at what peried of its life 2 young community of
Englishiwen on a-distanl shore shiall peceive the sanelion
of the Crown for its-enrolment in the catalogue.  And
cven im this maiter the judgment of the Minister of the
day is controlled by the cireumstances af the case.  When
South Australia oltained her charter as a cglony, Down-
ing Street could not have relarded it,—as, indeed, she
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could not greatly have aceeleraled the granting of il
When, first, Victoria and afterwards Cucensland separated
themselves from New South Wales, Downing Street simply
complicd with the wishes of the colonistz.  When New
Zealand was established, Downing Street, which was then
notoriously timid in reference to the ereation of a colony
in a land inhabited by a rice at the sane time more
than ordinarily savage and more than ordinonly intel-
i!y:t'lt simply eomplied when compliance was demanded
in a yoice loud enough to show that it expressed an
carnest conviction, It was the determination of English-
men o soitle there, which settled the question.  The
reople have made ihe colonies. 'That which Dlowning
street-has done, or eould have done, (s but a small thing,

And then, as these colonies have settled themselves,
they have themselves prescribed the forms of government
uecder which they would be nded, That form has always
been self-reliznt. . “You shall not rule ws at all, but we
will rule ourselves” the eolontes have said; and in every
ese the eoncession hos been made, No one reading the
history of our colonics can doubt that farther concessions
would be made if funler copcessions were demanded,
Let any one who knows the system of our Government
at home think how long any Slinister of the Colonics
coild have held that position, who would have attempied
to impede this action afer the demand for it had become
earnest. That there must Le some power Lo regulaie
such oction, to prescribe 1imits here and there, to appor-
tion the powers and privileges of conumunities so closely
vonnectyd as are the colonies and the mother country,
no one will deny. When the colony has bevn once
established, and free government conceded, the operations
of the Colonial Office afe mainly confined to the accurate
pbservation of these linits,
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Tiut the faul now found inthe colontes with Colenial
Ministers is, that they are prone to govern too little, not
that they govern too much;—that they are anxious lo
abandon altogether the responsibility of any concern in
the grovernment of colonics which have free insticutions.
There has gradoally grown among us, at home in Eng-
land, a fecling, stronger thanm any of the same nature
existing in the colonies, that they are to do just as they
please with thomselves, We say to them practically:—-
“¥ou are lEnglish just a8 we are, and therefore in the
name of heaven, let us be fnends o the end of time,
Cug interests must be conjoim imerests, and our history
o conjoint history. Lot ws not Llot the history and ma-
the interests by any selfish divergence of political opinion,
You are not, and probobly you will agree with us in
saying ihat you eannot be, represented in our Parbiament.
It is mot oper b you and lous o be pl:r]|l||.-1H_'|.' o
whaole, as are the United States, Hut surely we can so
arrange our matters that there need be no quarrel ond
no poliieal hawed.  We will imterfere with you as linile
as may be. Puadioments of your own?  Cerlninly. Yo
have them,  Collection and use of your_own Tevenue !
Certainly.  You are collecting and using it.  Possession
of your own Linds,—which did by 2 sort of fiction be-
long to the Crown! Certainly, Your own lands are in
your own hands.  Is there aught clse? Would you think
it well to join together ag one nation with one sct of
customs dutiest  Would you form one federation in all
things? Would you wish for— Separation” Such words
are not spoken, lut they are nearly spoken; and that
which is mat spoken 5 fled in by the ready imagination
of the colonists, “I'he colonisls say that they are speken,
and that coming from men in office they signily the in-
difference of England to her colonies. And then, not
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unfrequently, there is o burst of clogquence in reference
1o Englands fading plory.

1 do think that some of us in Englimd hove been o
little oo forward in our assorances to the colonics (T
they have only to speak 1he word themselves, and that
they shall be free, even from such slight control as Eng-
land now exercises oyer them. [ believe that any words
so used have sprung from that tendency among us to
fessen the bondage of antharity, which has grown among
the middls clusses till it has beeome he doctrine of
ritish atatesmen. ot they have been acecpled as
Learing & more defined sense in the eolonies, and we
are bound, s far as it may be inoour power, 1o abstain
from inflicting even sentimental grievances on our friends.
Separation, ough it may be ultimately certain, ds, 1
think, too distant to have a pluee as et in the official
or parliamentary voedbulary of a Colonial Minister.
Writers may speculite on it, and men of no political
mark mey discuss il in conversation. Dot when a Prime
Minister in Englind or a Colonial Minister speaks of
Scparation in the Honse of Commons, o alludes 1o il in
o dispatch as.that which the future must Lring forth, it
is generally supposed that he intends to verify bis own
prophecy during his own term of office,

‘The loyalty of the colonies is very strong.  In Eng-
land, to speak the truth, we do not know much aloul
loyalty. We believe in our form of government; we Tes
lieve in fhe Crown and in Parliament; and we belicve in
the [ractical sense of the people at lirge. We are satis-
fied that we are doing well, and we think that should
we make any material eliange, —such as would be the
sobstitution of a democratic republic Tor the monarchy
we possess,—we should improve ourselves not at all,
and might-injure owrselves very much, We value trial
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Ly jury, primogeniture, and an hereditary Houwse of Par-
linment, beeause they have helped to make us whal we
are; ‘and we are gencrally contented with our position.
This may be better than loyally, but it is not loyally.
Mow and apgain some spring may be (ouched, a8 when
the Choeen®s houschold was atacked, or when the Prince
weas lyimg 111 but the fecling thus indweed s not the
normal condition of the Rritish mind. England's great-
mess 05 toeo near to us at hame 1o ereate sentinent:—
but in the Gr Antipodes loyalty @5 the condition  of the
colonist's mind,  Tle is prowd of England, though very
gencrally anpgry with England Decanse Englnd witl not
o exnctly what he wants. e reconeiles this to his
mind by telling himsell that it is the England of the past
of which he is proml, and 1(he England of the present
with which he is angry.  Tut his hopes are as hright as
lis memorics,—or, at any mie, kess dim than his insight
inte the evils of the day,—and he stll clings 1o thy
prospects of England i the future, He docs not like
e b told that he 45 to be divided from her. e ds in
trutly foyal, | [He always speaks of Engloand os home,  Hu
remernbiers the Oueen's Linhday, dmd knows the names
of the Cloeen's grandehildren, Fle is jealous of the fame
of Melsom amd Wellington; and tells you in praize of this
of that favourite colonial orator; that — he would b
listened to in the House of Conmons. A1l this is o
loyalty, —which I take 1o De an adherence to cerlain
persons of things  from sentiment rather than from
FCEsOm,

It may well be understood thnt on mends so -
pressed threats of separation,—or allusions to separation,
which by men ready fo take offtnee are misiaken Tor
threats, — produce anger and  indignant remonstranee,
“You wont to get rigd of us leenuse we still cost vou, of
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in corlain emergencies may cost you, some trifle.  You
are, in these degenerate days, indifferent to the glory of
England. We have come oul here as pioneers, and by
nur enerpies and our intellects have added a new world
o your empire; and now, as a reward for our sufferings,
perils, and laboues, we are to be cot adeift from hat
empire, and divided from Jur coontey ™ Then there are
twa forms in which the remonstrance is continued, They
whose loyalty excecds their anger declure that no such
cutting adrift shall be perpetrated, and thit wiser men
with wiser conncils most be found, But the more loudly
indignant doclare that if it i5 to be done it shall be donc
in carnest, and that in such cise the coiling adnfl shall
be a total separation; and that the division from the old
country shall be a division in everything.

I all these differences it seems to me that the mo-
ther country is toor rational, and the colonies too frra-
tional. Somcthing should be allowed 1o sentiment, some-
thing 1o the impetuogsness of youth, and something also
o its ignorance; something, perhapis, 1o the natural sclf-
importance of jovenile legislatures, and colonial cabinet
ministers whose opporlunities for stadying  statc-craft
have been limited. I do not say that any Minister al
home has been provoked into speaking of Separation: Ly
the annovance, either of demands or remonstrances sent
home from the colomies, I can understand tiat the first
operilion on aStatesman's mind, when o colony in the
plenitude of the power of sell-government makes wild
demands, and answeors the refusal of them with impetu-
ous language, should be one of anger and disgust. 1
can understand that lie shonld be tempted o tell the
eolony that of it can do better alone than when subject
to the slight control which at present binds it to lnpg-
land, it had better start at once and go alone. Bue 1
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can understand also that he would not act on that fisst
impression, and that he showld resist that tempiation,

T do not believe, however, that the colonies, either
in regand to soparation from the motheér country or ad-
herence to it, will be goided by the discretion or in-
dizcration of any Minister. The work of s¢paration, when
it is effected, will be done by Ministers, but they will do
it on behalf both of the mother country and of the co-
lomies, as the servants of the people, and becouse the
people have thought that the time for such separation
has come, ‘There can be limle [zar now that the come
summation of such a wish, were it once in truth expressed,
wolld be forcibly opposed by Great Dritain; and as little,
1 think, that separation will be forced on the calonies.
Even had we an imprudent Secretary of Siate, his im-
prudence would not effect so great roselis

It 18 & matter of much importance that men should
fix in their minds the objects which they have in view
when they think of “holding™ the colonics, or of the
adberence of the colonics: to Great Brifnin. There are
two distinct objocts, which, without much thinking, we
arc apt to blend togetlicr, and to régard as one whole,
But; though they may for a while act iopeilier, they are
casentially separate, amd, fron the nature of things, must,
% years roll on, e scparated altogether. These two
objects are the glory and preatness of Dritain, and the
kappiness of & mew home for Tritons: Are we to “lold™
the colonies in order that England may be groar, or that
Englistien may be happyed - IF it be conceded that the
first olject Lo the one for which we should work, then
I can understand that it should be regarded as a cnme
apainst our country ¢ven Lo speak of separation. Bt il
we: altogether ipnore the first, when considering the wel-
fare of the colonies,—as 1 think we are bound to do,

Austrdic and New Senlamd,. 1 i}
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both by justice and philamhropy,—then the discussion
of separation is as open to ws as i3 that of any other
political condition.

gome years since it was prdoubtedly the idea of all
Englishmen that whatever Englind did wps to be done
for her honour, glory, and prestige.  With this view we
took distant spots on the globe from foreign nations
because they would afford ws sheller for our feets, or
opportunities of cyercising power, or because wealth was
Lo be obtained for ouesclves at lome, and wealth des
dicted from our enemies abroad. It was after this fashion,
too, that the Spanish colonies were established ;—and in
no wise that happy homes might be formed for coming
racés of Spaniards. And when Englishmon lodged thom-
gelves on distant shores in order that they might live
with less restraint or with preater material comfort than
they could at home,—as was done Dy these who first
colonized Massnchuossetts, Pennsylvania, and Virginia,—
Ltheugh the colonists themselves were no doubt fooking
i their own [eture prospesity, tere wos no notional
movement in that direclion. Cerain privileges were
granted as favours to certain individuals by cortain kings;
but after that these individuals were left to sink or swim
by their own efforts. Raleigh, the fiest of them, sank.
Lord Baltimore, and Lord Willoughby, and Penn were
more fortunate,  But the couniry did nothing il the
colony was established, and then held it politically as
i'c-rrnmg i part of its own possessions, and as adding to
its ewm power.  Even Durke, than whom no politician
of the lost contury was mory 1‘r1!1]nnlhmpn:m.l clearly had
this idea of the colonies.. “My hold of the colonies™
he says, “is the close alection which grows ffom commaon
mames, from kindrod blood, from similar privileges, and
cqual protection:  These are tics which, though light as
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air, are sirong as links of iron.  Let the colonies always
keep the idea of their civil rights associated with your
povermment,—they will cling and prapple to you, and na
force under” heaven will be of power to tear them from
their allegianes.” Nothing can be grander,— nothing
gweeter,—than this. There moy still De some who think
that nothing trucr could have heen spoken.  But the
goed thing of which Burke is speaking, the result 1o be
obtained Ly a certain noble line of conduct, is Tngland's
hold upon her colonies, the perpetuation of England's
greaness by the continued possession of these colonics,
—and not the weil-leing of the colonists. Those co-
lonies are ponc,—with what results most of us know,
There are probably not many now who think that our
Ehold” of them could have been continued to this day,
even had Burke's counscl been [wllowed. They now
formy the homes of more millions than live in our own
istand, and could hardly have remained sibject to us,
though we had pranted them privileges similar to our
awn. To my thinking Borke's prophecy must have boen
umirue, let the Dritish method of conducting that busi-
ness in Thirke's time have been what it might.  But the
good things which he foreteld for Greal lidtain were 1o
Le good things in respect of her power, of her prestige,
of her national greatness, possilily of her lasting endur-
ance  among the nalions;—and the treatment of the
colonies was 1o be liberal ond humane in ocder that this
might be secured.

Thaty no doulst, was the view in which Dintons gener-
ally regarded the dependencies of the nation. Tt is the
view in which some still regard them, Ihut, if I be not
mistaken, the tendencies of the national mind in this
matter are changed. It is not thus that the smeat body
of Englishmen now think of such colonies as the Cana-

1“
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dian dominion, the Cape colonies, and the Australasian
group, Malta, Gibraltar, and Bermuda we may keep as
strongholds of power,—strongholds which in other hands
might be pernicious f0 us and to the world at large.
Others, which are but of litthe use to ourselves or io
those who cultivate their soil, we may still hold because
it would not suit Great Britain to abandon her children.
One or two we rolain, perhaps, simply because we do
not like to lessen the long list. But of all these places
it may beo said that they are not troe colonies, It 15 not
in these that the working Englishman seeks a new home,
in order that he may earn higher wages, get better
cducation for his children, and cpjoy what he regards
a5 fuller freedom than he can do at home. In the
Ausiralins and Wew Zealand, in the colonies of South
Africa, and in Canada,—as also in that mueh greater
American colony, the United States—ihis is the process
which is now taking place. Cur people are going out
from us, as bees do,—not that the old hive 15 deserted,
but that new hivés are wanted for new swarms. For a
while it is onr duty to take some care of these new homes.
The most populous has long been freed from our eontrol
and our protection, and is successful. To say that the
athers also will be freed s only to say that they also will
be successlul,

If this be so, T do nol see how we can venfure to
cling to that idea of England®s glory, Even if the theory
be correct, and the glory of the nation, otherwise doomed
to prish, can be thus maintained, vpon whom or upon
how many of us will this glory radiatel Will the plough-
pan beiween his stilts, with barely bread to eat and no
shoes for his children's feet, be the better for ith Wil
the artisan acknowledge it who knows that the increase
to his wages bears no proportion to the increased cost
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of the food and the foel which he must buy? Wil the
young womian acknowiedge it whose hard lot in life gives
her no chance of being a mother of children in a happy
home?l Wil it warm the wanderer in the sireet, or teach
the destitute child, or in any way help us to remove
those torrible burdens of poverty which every Englizh-
man, proud as he may be of his country, should feel as
amn incubus on his soill As we are the richest of people,
g0 are we also among the poorest. High as is our wealth,
s0 desp &5 our want. Iroud as are our acquirements,
s Jamentable are our deficiencies. By that theory of
maintaining England's glory we can never cure these
evils, or acquit ourselves of our disgrace. The system
is not intended to work in that directiom: The pgist
of it is 1o make the whole grand, and not to make the
parts happy, But in the other direction there {s hope.

It must generally be the case that discussion on this
subject, and the action following such discussion, will be
in tie hands of those whose distant remowal from want
mzy enable them to fecl the glory. You, my friend,
want no shoes for your children, Though meat and
coal be dear, there is plenty of food and fuel at your
hearth.  Your doughter is not debarred from salutary
social intércourse with those of the other sex.  Your
boys are not naked in the streets. Leisure and luxurioos
living allow you to indulge in glory. Bul for that poor
man you know of, wonld not 5. a day, with no song, be
better than 25 a day, and Eunle Britannini And for flint
young woman, would not £ 30 for-a year's services, and
ot the end of it a husband able 1o kéep her, e’ better
than £10 a year and no hwsband, even though no re-
gimental band shoild po by the windows once a fort-
night, playing up “Steady, boys, steady,” for the gratifi-
cation of her patriotiym.
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Gradually there has grown upon us i convietion that
there is something more to be achieved than plory,—
that, after all, zlory in either o nation or o man is byt a
means to an end, and that that end is well-Leing; —as
regards o man, the well-being of himself and those whose
happingss forms his happiness; and as regards o nation,
the well-being of the greatest number, A people de-
epised, trodden under foot, and suliject to injury from
without, cannot indeed be happy. [t s well therciore
that a pation should bave power to profect itsell against
these evils, Nor without power 1o bo independent, power
to support itsell, power to hold 115 own, can a nation do
those great things which are necessary for the well-being
of its members.  Without the power which Great Dritain
possessed, Canada would have been French, Soath Alrica
Duteh, and Australia and New Zealand either French or
Dutch, Having the powér which she did possess, Great
Britain was able 1o provide for heor children homes in
these lande. It would be unwise, indeed, 1o abandon
the power which has cnabled us to do so much, Dt it
would be equally onwise to regard the power and not
the well-being as the thing to be achicved.

I trost, indeed, that they may Le inseparable,—tlat
a5 the one advances so must the other, and that the
preatness of England miLy for many ycars to come be
bn:sed, in part, on the increasing wealth, and the in-
creasing population, of Australia, The one may be con-
sequent on the other, The greatness of the nation may
be perpetuated by the strength of her of-shoots,  But it
18 net for that renson that we should endeavour o make
these off-shoots strong. Every man who goes out thither
has a right to demand that his political status shall be
used 50 as best to contribute to his own happiness, and
that it shall not be manipulated to the advantage of
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others, except in 5o far as he s part and parcel with
those others. This was the mistake which we made with
the revolied Ameriean colonies,—1hat we were to hold
them for oor advantage, not for theirs. I think it very
improbalile that we shall make such & misiake with the
Australing,  Dut it would be well that every English-
man who gives a thooght to the colonics, should bear
in mind the conviction that their conneclion with the
molher country is 1o be weiphed by colonial measures.
Wien the question of separation docs arise, let it then
Le considered sclely in regord to the interests of the
colonists

It may be taken as nearly certain that afler some
rongh fashion colonists will manage things for themselves,
and that thoy will not submit o moeh management from
home, Military depols must be governed from  home.
Supar islinds which are in fact inhabized not by white
men, but by ndgroes and half-castes;, may e governed
from home. Soch dependencies as Ceylon and Singa-
pore, in which again the real population is not European,
may be poverned from Fome or by home-sent governors.
But I regard such government to he impossible in o true
British colony. 'T'he inhabitants are not represented in
the Uritish Pardiameny, and will not therefore be taxed
by it They meise and spend their own laxes, and gon-.
sequently must govern lbemselves: 1o is out of the
iquestion therefore that we should hold them for our
glory and power, rather than to their own comfort, even
were wie so minded. it that theory of England's glory,
which is no longer permissilile (o wg, i5 happily permis-
gible o them. How cifferent are the words, whether
spoken by us at home or by colonists,  #We will Reep
you in our hands in order that we may be great” That
is what we in such cnse should say,  #We wish to re-
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main in your hands because we are proud of your great-
ness”  That is what they may say. And as vet they do
say it. In such a connection the adhesion shonld alio-
gether come from them. Let them be ours as long as
such ndhesion is fell by them to be for their benefil.
To us they are of infinite service, giving us room for our
capital, room for our intellecls, room for our cnergics,
and above all some means of redemption for a portion
of our poor from that grinding poverty which we are
unable to cure at home. To have founded such colonies
is the greatest blessing which we have above other na-
tions, They are open o others as well as 1o ourselves,
and are open with no privileges curtailed because of
diverse nationalities, ‘That it is s0, is to be seen by the
condition of the Germans who have gone in crowds to
the United States and to Australia, But it may be seen
with equal cleamness that the language spoken indicates
the superiority of the race which speaks it. The English-
man who emigrates to a British coleny has everything in
his favour.  Such favour is also his in the United States,
—except in 5o far o5 it §5 lessened by the superior claims
of those whe have been born in the land. 5o also will
it be in the Austealias when time shall have allowed
them to produce for themselves their own leading men.
"But even then their Washinglons and Frankling, their
Websters, their Longfellows and Hawthorns, will be the
sons and grandsons of British parents,

An Englishman visiting the United States, if he have
any purpose of criticism in his mind,—any intention of
judging how far the manner of life there isa good man-
ner, and of making comparison between Britsl and
American habits, should be cver guarding himscli” againse
the natural habit of looking at things only from his own
point of view. As he would not buy gloves for his
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friennd by the measure of his own hand, so should he not
presurne that an American will be well-fitted or fll-ftted
in the details of his life according as he may or may
not wear the eustoms and manners of his life cut after
an English fashion, Should he find Americans to be
educated, plenteoosly provided, honest, moral, and God-
fearing, lie might perhaps, in such case, safely conclude
that they were prosperous and happy, even if they talked
through their noses ond called him Sir at every tum in
their speech, We would not wish our sons to say Sir,
and talk throogh their noses; neither would they like
their sons to undergo the fapging. which is common to
our boys at school. Such things may influence the hap-
piness of an individual, may make the. United States an
uncomfortable home for a middle-aged Englishman, or
London a dreary demicle for an American well esta-
blished in his awn customs, They have no bearing at
all en the well-being of a people, and yet they have
often been taken as indicating nationol deformity, and
sometimes national calamity. Our writers have fallen
inte this mistake in wriling of America, and American
writers have done the same in writing of us. On each
side compassion has been expressed, so deep a3 to in-
dicate a feeling that the persons so pitied must be the
most miserable on the earth, and this compassion has
been bestowed on account of habits of life altogether
immaterial to opctual well-being.,  The gloves ave the
worst gloves in the world, are absolutely worthless and
abominable, becanse they do not fit our own hands.,
And if this care be mecessary in visiting Amernica, if
we are bound to rid our minds of such prejudices in
looking at that now perfectly established British eclony,
—as to which nothing which we can say or do can
make muech difference,—the care is doubly necessary,
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and the obligation twice as saecred, when we atiempl to
form a jtllingr.t on young colonivs, the success of which
must =il in a great degree depend on the opinion re-
specting their condition which shall geadually spread
itsell among the inhabitants of the old world.  Nothing
that any of us ean say or wrile can now influence much
the 11::31-;&'1'[1:, of the Upited States. Bt there are siill
miany in 12 néhnd who have Lo learn whetheor Austealio is
becoming a fitting home fur them and (heir childeen, and
the well- h::mg of Australia still depends in a great degree
ot the tidings which may reach them. ‘The great object
of those who underiake to teach any such lesson, should,
I think, be to make the student wnderstand whit he, in
his condition of life, may be justifed in expecting there,
—anil what are the manner and form of life inio which
he may probably fall.  With this object in view, hoping
that by diligence I might be alle to do something lo-
wards creating & clearer knowleédge of these colonies
than at preésent perhaps exists, I have visited them sl
Of each of them I have given some short account, and
have endeavoyred to describe the advancing or decreas-
ing prosperity of their varions interests. 1 hope 1 luve
done this withont prejodice for or against the ways of a
counlry 10 which I would not willingly muigrate moyself,
being too old for such movement; but in which [ have
a son who has made his home fhere.

1 should, perhaps, explain to the reader the metlhiod
in which the different colonies are token in my narmative,
The course has been neither chronological nor geogra-
phicel,—Dbut has been arranpged as T amanged my journey.
I went first (0 Queensland, thence south o New South
Wales,—the parent of Quecnsland; south again to Vie-
toria, one of Queensland’s clder sisters, and (he most
prosperous of the family,—and thenee south again across
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the Strmits to Tasmanin, o daughter alzo of New South
Wales, and the elder of the three, These colonies, which
[ visited first, all came from the convict depdt founded
on Sydney harbour in 1788, in consequence of Cook's
discovery,—which we used erroneously to call Botany
Bay. For in truth Bolany Bay was found to be unfitted
for the purpose, and was pever used. 1 next visited
Western Australia, which s far distant from the other
colonies, and but little connected with them,—and [rom
thence I went back to Southy Australin.  Neither of these
two colonies has sprung from any connection with New
South Wales, Having thus visited the six Australinn
colonies, 1 went an to New Zealand, and returned home
across the United States, journeying always eastwards,
The reader might perhaps have found it more con.
venicnt had T taken the colontes in the order of their
birth, first New South Wales, and then Tasmania,—
ending with Cucenstand.  HBut I felt that by doing so, 1
should be wriling of things almost in the present tense,
long after ey had occurred.  Siatisties which were new
when 1 was in Queensland in August, 1871, had become
quite stale by the time that T had reached New Zealand
in October, 1872, I willy too, take the reader into my
full confidence, and let him know that my book has
Leon wrilten as I wenl on. T do not know that I could
have done my task otherwise. Queensland, and all that
I had learned about that colony,—her land-laws, her
habits, and her prosperity, had been as it were dis-
patched and cledred oul of my mind before T had reached
Melbourne on my retom journey, Tasmania and Westorn
Australin were finished before I quitied Adelaide—and
g0 on.  Amd having written my book in this order, 1
found mysell obliged so to publish it,—convinced that
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the confusion created by any other arrangement weuld
be greater thap any which this may produce.

[ will venture to say once more that in all that I
have wrilten, I have endeavoured to keep in view the
conviction that the mother country, in regarding her
colonies,—such colonies as those of which T have wrilten,
—should think altogether of their welfaore, and as little
as may be of her own power and glory.



QUEENSLAND.

CHAPTER 1L
Ogcugatica ol Land.

ArTER o few days spent in Melbourne, the great
metropolis of oor Australian empire, I went direct to
Cuecnstond, in order that T might see and hear what
was to be seen and heard in fhat semi-tropical colony
before the great heat commenced. I arrived there on
the rrth Auvgust, 1871, The hot weather is supposed
to begin in October and to last till the end of April.
The subject of heat is one of extreme delicacy ‘in
Queensland, as indeed it is also in the other colonies.
One does not allude o heat in a hosts house any more
than to 2 bad bottle of wine or an ill-cooked joint of
meat. You may remark that it s very cool in your
friecnd’s verandah, vour friend of the moment being
present, and may hint that the whole of your absent
friend’s establishment is as hot as o furnace; but though
you be constrained to keep your handkerchief to your
brow, and hordly dere to walk to the garden pate, you
mist never complain of the hieat then and there.  You
may ¢all an ion het, or a couri-house, but not 2 gen-
tleman’s paddock or a lady's drawing-room. And you
should neover own o o musquito. 1 once unfortunately
gtated 10 a Queensland gentleman that my coat had
been bitten by ceckroaches at his brother's house, which
I had just left. *You must have brought them with
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you then,” was the fraternal defence immediately set up.
I was compelied at once to antedate the cockroaches to
my previous resting-place, owned by a friend, not by a
brother. “It is possible” sid the squatter, “but 1 think
you must have had them with you longer than that” 1
acijuicsced in silence, amd said no more about my coat
till T could get it mended elsewhere, It was winter, 50
called, when I reached Oueensland, buot I found DBns-
:Jm:: very wann,—warmer than when I left at two months
ater.

Queensland calls itsell the biggest of the English
colonies, South Australin, however, may dispute the
guestion with her, as ber territories run through from
the southern to the northern coast,  The Queenslanders
boast that she is larger than England, Ircland, Scotland,
France, Belgium, Hollaad, and Denmark, added to-
gether.  There 35 room cnough therefore for all the
energies of all its possible future inhabitants for many
years to come. It now contains 120,000 inhabitants,—
and is therefore, in point of population, inferior to many
o sccond-rate English or American city, . But it owes a
public debt of four millicn pounds, and spends a pullic
revenue of about £ Boooo0o a-yoar, or nearly £7 a-licad.
Justice is administered and property protected at the
rate of £1 per head for every mhabitant of the colony.
At the same pate in the DBritish Isles the administration
of justice would cost over thiry millions! To a poor
Englishman who has all his life heard English taxalion
complained of as an incubus which no nation ecan long
bear, these amounls seem to threaten instant muing bat
in a young colony they are not muoch feared, and nt
least o moiety of the politicians of Queensland seem 1o
think that the welfare of the community is chiefly im-
peded by a niggardly parsimony which is afraid of a
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pood lively debt, and is not safficiently awake to the ad-
vaniages which accrue from o plentiful scatiering of
public money. In speaking of the taxation of the colony,
it must Le¢ romembeored that o portion of the public
revenue arises from the sale of public lands, and is not
therefore felt as a direct impost by the people.  But the
amount 5o brought anmually te the public credit is not
neacly as large as 1 had expected. The average for the
last ten years has beem £i1joooo per annmum,  This
leaves the amount to be eollected from taxes £630,000
per annum, of about £F 5e per head.

Queensland was separated from New South Wales
m 18549, as hod been Victoria in 1830, and the name
was given to the new colony by her Majesty. The ques-
tion of separation had been mooted for the last nine or
ten years, and with it the other guestion,—hardly less
imporiant than separation itself, —whether the new colony
should or should not receive conwicts  All the world
Enows thal Queensland as a geparate colony has never
taken comvicis, nor were convicts scnt to its districts
since 1830, In that' year the last ship-load of English
ruffinns was landed on her shores. Dot the question
was one _open to much discussion. In the old days,
Moreton Day,—as the district was called in whiclh Dris-
Lane the present capital of Quecnsland i sitnated,—
was a pennl setilement dependent on the Governmen
of New South Wales T was o noamed by that great
man Captain Cook n 1770, Thowgh it kept its name,
it segms 1o have attracted no notice Gll 1Hzz—24, and
‘a5, A penal scttlement for doubly dyed ruffians was
then founded at Moreten Bay, where Brisbane now
gtands, and many of the public works, and not a lwe
of the cullivation of the lands round Trisbane, are doe
ta the forced fabour of these unfortunates. There ape
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terrible tales told nmow of the horrors altending opera-
tions of this nature,—of the wickedness, treachery, and
rebellion of the men, and of the crucltics of their task-
masters. Bot they did work, and as far as the sctile-
ment was concerned they did it cheaply. It was too n
fact not to be doobted that ganps of comvicts sent up
to many of the pastoral districts of New South VWales
had turned wildernesses into Edens,——had in no few
instances turned themselres or been terned from Gends
into uscful human beings. When the preat guestion
was being mooted within the would-be new colony, its
whaole population did not excecd 15,000 souls. Among
the pastoral aspirants,—sgquatters ns my readers must
learn to eall them,—the want of labour was the one great
difficulty of these days, The squatter was not afraid of
the convict.  The freeman, whose lot it would be to
work alongside of him should he come, and the shop-
keepers, and the sinall nascent apriculturists did not
wish for him. It was therefore decided that the colony
should never take convicts, and it never has taken tliem.
What became of those who had been sent thither up to
that date, it is hard to say. They have been so
thoroughly absorbed, that one hears little or nothing
about them in Queensland,—much less than is heard in
New South Wales. It may occasionally happen that a
gentléman who has been unforonate in his youth forces
his way up to some place of note,—in the legislature
of clsewhere,—and then a whisper is heard abroad that
the gentleman came to the colony in the old-fashioned
way., Othenvise, one hears bot little of convicts in
Cueensland.

Before Queensland became o separate colony, the
only great commercial interest of the country was pas-
toral,—including the breeding, rearing, and shearing of
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gheep, and the care of cattle. The country had been
taken up by squatters in large masses up to the line of
the tropics, and even within the line. In 1858, just
before separation was cffected, the first pold rush was
made to Cancona, which is just on the line, Since that
there have been pold rushes in various parts of the
colony, and new rushes are still made from time to
Lime. Having said so moch, we will now take Queens-
land as on established colony, and make no further re-
ference Lo ils ancient history. I have already spoken of
its Jimensions. I trust to spare my readers many re-
ferences to maps, as I wish to write of men and their
manmners and welfare, rather than of rivers and boundaries,
and such references are always troublesome; Dut one
slight glimpse at the maps furnished of each of the
colonies moy be beneficial. It will be seen that Queens-
land is bisected by the tropue of Capricom; I have there-
fore called it semi-tropical.  In the way of fruit it pro-
duces praped, oranges, and pine-apples, but not apples,
pooseberrics, or currants,  Wheat has been produced,
but not so as to pay the grower of it.  Ouats are prown,
but are cut green or hall ripe and made into hay.
Cotton is grown in the southern parts of the settled dis-
tricts, but only in small patches. It has not as yet be-
come one of the staples of the country, nor do 1 think
it ever will Sugar is produced largely, and will pro-
bably become the great rival of the wogl irnde.  Catile
do well in mast of the various districts, but the dis-
tance from the necessary markels makes the trade pre-
carious,  Gold rushing is of all pursuits,—here a5 in all
gold-producing countries,—the most alluring and the most
précarions. There is a considerable trade in - timber,
especially from the rivers on which the town of Mary-
borough stands. And vineyards have been made, the
dmatratia wad Nete Dealfand, J, 3
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owners of which make wine, and think that in a linle
time they will make good wine. 1 have drank fairly
good wine made in Austealia, but none made in Queens-
land. If on this head any wine-growing COueensland
sguatler should accuse me of falsehood, —remembering the
assenting smile with which | have scemed to acknowledge
that hiz vintnge was excellent—let him reflect how jm-
possible it is for the guest to ropudiste the praises with
which the lhost speaks of his own cellar.  All the world
over it is allowed to the giver to praise his own wine,
=—a privilege of which Australians avail themselves; but
it iz not allowed to the receiver 1o deny the justness of
such epcomium, excepl under circumslances of pecaliar
intimacy. IHere, in these pages, trath most prevail; and
I am boumd 1o say that Duecnsiand wine wos not to my
taste. I am delighted to acknowledge that their pine-
apples were perfect.

By the last land net of the colony—tlat of 1808—
to which T must often refer, Qoeensland was divided
into setlled and uwnsetifed districts.  The former con-
sists of ‘the whole sea-coast line, varying in breadih
from about two hundred o about twenty miles.  The
unsetthed districts stretely back over vast distances, from
the 152nd to the 138th meridian of longinde.  Within
the narrow line of the settled districts are all the towns
which can be called towns, the best of the sheep
stations, most of the pold mines, all the navigalle nvers,
—which, as is the case throughout Australia, are few
and but poody gifted,—and, as a matter of course, the
great bulk of the population.  In the unsettled districts
pastoral pursuits,—that is the wool trade and the cattle
trade,—progress, but do g0 slowly, That preat difl-
ficulty of immigration,—which in Queensland has been
especially great—pecvents that speedy filling up of the
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back country which has been the making of the American
Western States,

It may be as well to say a fow words here about
Cieenslnnd irnm:gr.:.un-n The colony, from the first,
has been quite alive to the expediency,—it may almost
Lz said the necessity,—of bidding high for Englishmen,
Scotchmen, and Irshmen, and has been tempted to hid
too high. There have been various acts passed by the
legislature of the colony with the cbject of indocing
persons to come out and occupy land in Ceeensland on
terms profilable to themselves; passages have been paid
for them and lands alloticd on certain terms: and 1o
those who would pay for their own passapes, lands have
been alletied on other terms, more seductive of course,
Endeavour has been to make the “land orders,”"—the
orders under which the land was o be given up to the
immigrants,—not transferable; so that the man with his
famsily whose passage had Deen paid out of the colony's
revenue, or the other camer who had paid for his own
pagsage with the object- of obtaining’ the fuller grant of
land, should bie o boni-fide beneficent Queensland im-
migrant, and not simply a traveller passing through the
colony, availing himsell of the liberality of the colony
with the view of going on clsewhere,—and, in fact, rob-
bing the colony by selling his land orders. But these
not transferable land orders granted wnder the Tmmigra-
tion Act of 1864 were sold, and the poorer class of im-
migrants who had come out with free passages did pass
on to other lands, Emigrants from home did come to
Ciucensland with the expresa view of leavimg it, afier
they had used its liberality.  In 1604, there came from
the British [sles to Queensland 1,635 souls,—1,635 souls
over and above the comparatively small number who
had returned home. And in that year 2272 souls left

l'
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Queensland for the other Austrajian colonies,—z,27 2 souls
over and above the number that came into Quecnsland
from the other Auvstralian colonies. So that not only did
Quegnsland lose in that year all 15 immigrants from
LEngland, but sent alse 637 emigrants to the other
Australian colonies. MNow this was by no means what
ueensland meant when she made her liberal overtures
to the would-be emigrane from our own islands;—mnor is
it the way in which any young colony cam prosper. It
wias simply a wasting of her funds. She therefore passed
another immigration kw in 1860,—which i now in
force,—the express inlemtion of which i3 Lo compel those
who take land orders in Queensland to live on the land
0 bestowed, and also 10 compel those who accept as-
sisted passages or free passages o work out within the
colony the money which hay been expended on them.
Great dissatisfaction already prevails becanse they who
have recently Lrought out themselves and families under
the recent act eannot sell their land orders or avail them-
selves of the land withoit residence. They have thought
that the old plan of transferring non-transferable orders
would still be practicable. ‘There is ground for hope
therefore that the colony will no longer be defrauded in
that direction. But [ fear much success will mot attend
the miving of free or assisted passapges. They who accept
them bind themselves to repay to the government within
a stated time £8 for assisted or £16 for free passages,
—and when such payments hove been made, orders Tor
land are given to them. But there is nothing to prevent
such persons from re-emigrating; and it seems clear that
it 15 eir practice to do so.

That such practice should be gencral must probably
be taken as evidence that the colony among colonies is
not popular, It implies that Queensland had found it
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necessary to offer higher bounties than have sufficed with
the other colonies,—or these re-emigrating immigrants
would not troulle themselves to come 1o Queensland in
the first instance; and it implies also that when she has
got her dearly purchased immigrants she cannmot kecp
them. This no doulbit is 5o al the present period of her
carcer, e cause of this will probably not be per-
manent,—the pgreatly superior success namely of the New
Zealand pold-dippings, What number of men go {rom
Crueensland to New Zealand cannot be told, as the route
is viii Sydney, and these gold-seckers are therefore counted
among those who depart to the other Australian colonies;
—sut that the number has Been great there is no doabi.
The next cause may probably be found in the heat of
the climate, and mnst be permanent. . Setting aside for
the present the allurements of gold, T think that wheat-
prowing countries offer the preatest inducements to the
class of men who generally emigrate from our own
islands, In Queenslond the bounties offered to emigrants
are Destowed chicfly with the view of ereating o class of
small farmers,—men who shall select smatl portions of
the crown lands, by means of Innd orders or by graduoal
purchase, and who shall become freeholders and thus
permanéntly wedded to the colony. In Queensland, and
indeed penerally thronghout Awstealia, tho farmer is a
srall man as opposed to the squatter, who is o great man
and an aristocrat. But o small former must have a con-
wenient market for his produce before he can thrive, and
must be able to produce what that market demands.
The world wants wheat, but the Queensland farmer can-
not produce it.  COueensland produces wool and meat,
and sugar, but these things asarticles of trade are generally
beyond the reach of the small farmer. If onc is to be-
lieve the Queensland squatier, these “frec-selecters,” or
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small farmers, do deal in beef, but they steal the caltle
from the lasge catlle-runs. The stealing of cattle is un-
doubtedly a trade, but I hope is not so general as my
friends the sguatiers have represented to me.  Indian
COER, OF foaize, s prown on these small farms, and oaten
hay, and something i done in the manuficture of huter.
But the markets for these things ore bad. The farmer
with his Indian corn is penemally forced to take other
goods for his produce ,-—tea, or clothes, or perhaps sum.
Wheat he could no doubt sell for money., Such being
the case the prospect to the small farmers is not good,
and they who anage things in the colony not un-
natyrally find a difficulty in establishing permanent
‘apriculturists on their soil

The term “free-selecters" used above 13 one with
which the traveller soon finds himself very intimately
acgquainted in the Australian colonies, and if he be
fortunate enough to become hand and glove with the
squatiers, he always hears it as o fermr of reproach.
The pormal squatier hates the *[ree-selecter” almost as
thoroughly as the English country gentleman hates the
poacher. As I shall speak ar large in another chapter
of Qeecnslend squatters and Queensland sheep-runs, 1
will not say much of them here; but to explain the con-
dition of the free-selecter, il is necessary to state that a
considerable portion of & squatier’s run within the settled
districts is always open to be selected by any human
being above twenty-one years of age.  You, oh reader
ignorant of your privilege, may go at once and seléct no
legs' than 10,280 acres on the rin of any (lueenslamd
squatter within the line of settled districts who las so
much as yet unselected and unprotected by the present
laws from immediate selection. You may take not less
than 210 or more than 630 acres of n.gnt:ulm:::l land at
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155 an nere; also if you please not less than Bo or more
than 2,500 of first- r...]a.i-?.. pastoral land at 1os an acre;—
and also, if you are’'so minded, not less thae B0 or noné
than 7,682 acres of second- ::h&& pastoral land at pos, an
aere; and for thee purchases you need only pay o tenth
of I;]!u: price the first year, and s0 on for tén years when
ihe whole estate will be your own,  Or, il you be more
liumble,—~and are not o married woman,—you may frec-
stlect a mice kittle farm of Bo acres of agricultural land,
or 100 of pastoral, on sl easicr terms.  This you do
under the homestead clause;—but 2s to this you are
bound down ko residence. This you have at gd. oan acre
per annum for agricultural land, or 04 for pastoral, and
il at the end of Ave years you shall have lived on it
continually, and have either fenced it in or ooltivated
the tenth of it, it is yours for ever with an undefeasible
title-deed without further payment. Now S0 acres out
of o sguatler's run is nothing.  Even 10,280 acres out
of a larger run &5 not much.  Dut one squatter may be
subject to many free selecters; and when the free-seleciar
makes his selection with the express object of stealing
the squatter's cattle,—as the squatter often believes to
T the case,—the squalier of course omits to fove Ins
neighbour as himself

It must be understood hat from this order of things
arises a very different condition of fecling with regard
to land from that to which we are subject at home. With
us the owner of the land, the freeholder, is the big man,
and he who holds by lease is the little man. In the
Australinn colonies the squatter who holds s ruw by
loase from the Crown, and who only purchases in order
to keep others from purchasing, and who is half ruined
by being compelled thus to become the owner of the
soil, is the big man; whereas the frecholder, who has
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free-selected his holding, is the little man. . But be is in
no degree dependent on the sguatter, and their interests
are altogetlfer at varianoe.

There has, however, Iatterly arisen a point of junc-
tion between the classes which does to a certain degree
bring them together. The squatter when he washes and
shears his sheep,—during the period that is of his harvest,
—requires a great deal of temporary Iabour. Now the
free-gelecters cannot live on their farms, and are cons
sequently plad to hire themselves oot dunng three or
four months of the year as washers and shearers.  For
this work they receive high wages,—and rations, which
enable them to take their carnings home with them. It
is always for the advantaze both of the emploved and
of employers that they should think well of each other,
and 'hence some kindly fecling does spring up tending
to allay the immitation as to cattle-stealing on the one side,
and the anger produced by contempt and perhaps by
fals# accusation om the other. The squatter’s money is
nécessary to the {ree-selecter, and the free-selecter's
labotir 15 necessary to the squattér, and in this way the
two classes amalgamate. MNor do they often quarre]l over
their work, though the laws laid down by the sguattcr
for the governance of his men are somewhat peremptory.
Order must be kept in the wool-shed. There must bt
no drinking there, and no smoking except at stated in-
tervals, And shearers must be subject to fines if they
shear badly,—as to which the squatter’s superintendents
are the judge, But peace usually prevails, and the con-
tracts made are carried out to an end. Occasionally a
shearer may be dismizsed, who will then leave the shed
in disgust,—mnot always whhuul some cxpression. A
squatter, who will allow me to call him my friend, found
the following plaintive melody nailed up on one of his
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pates no doubt by o melancholy free-selecter from a
distance, whe had been found to be unequal to his
work:—

" Ferewell 1o the wild smu
Farewedl tothe kangason.
Farewell 12 the squatter of the plain.
1 hope I may st ver see Uit rseal agalm 11"

In this great question between the squatter and the
free-selecier of land, — for with its different ramifica-
tions in regard io immigration, agricultural produwce,
and pastoral swccess, it s the greatest of all questions
in Australian life, — it is almost impossible for the
normal troveller not to sympathize with the squatier.
The normal traveller comes out with antroductions to
the pentlemen of the colony, and the gentlemen of the
colony are “squatters, The sguatters’ houses are opén
to him. They introduce the traveller to their clubs,
They lend their horses and boggies, Their wives and
daughters are pretty and agreeable, They exercise all
the duties of hospitality with a free hand.  They get up
kangaroo hunts and make picnics. It is always pleasant
to sympathize with an anstocracy when an aristocracy
will open its drms to you, We still remember republican
Mrs. Beecher Stowe with her sunny memories of duchesses.
Buot the traveller ought to sympathize with the free-
sclecter,—always premising that the man keep his hands
from picking and stealing his neighbour's cattle. He,
we may say, i the man for whom colonigl life and
colonial prosperity is especially intended, and without
whom no coleny can rise to national importance. ‘The
pastoral squatter cceupying tens of thousands of acres,
and producing wool that has made Australia what she
now is, has dene great things for the infancy of the
country, But in all discussions on this question it must
be remembered that he has no right to the pernanent
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occupation of the land on which lis Mocks wander.
Even though he may have purchased the use of his

resent run and purchased it for a high prce, the land
15 mot his; It belongs, in the fanguage nsually used, 1o
the Crown;—or, in more rational language, to the people
of the colony; and should be sold or leased or retained
a5 may be best for the public advantape. The squatter's
rum, in ordinary colonial language, has been taken up by
some original squatter whe has driven his sheep or his
cattle on it when it knew mo other occupant than the
black man. In the very carly days of squatting some
attempls were made to connect this occupation with
posscasion; but this was gt once refused by the Crown,
which peremptorily and most properly asserted its own
rights. When independent government was conceded to
the Australian colonies, these rights became the right of
the people, and squatters held their runs and knew that
they held their rons simply as tenants under the govern-
ment which acted as agent for the people. MNor have
ihese tenants been in possession of leases ronning over
any long term of years. The rents which they pay are,
at any rate in Quegenslangd, hardly more than nominal,
end no fixity of tenure has ever been accorded to them,
In Queensland, by the land act of 1868, every squatter's
run was divided into two moictics, of which one moiety
wes at once made open to free-selection, whercns the
olher moigty cannot be touched by frae-selecters «ll
1678,—unless a further land act giving further power of
free selection should De passed before that time. When
the faw of 1808 was passed it was perfectly understood
that no tenure even for the teém years was miven to the
squatters of the moicties which were then left to them.
The fands were public lands and not their lands. The
aréa open to squatters in Queensland §s so vast, and
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genuine frec-selecters unfortunately are so few in number
and so limited in means, that there need be no fear
that the squatter will be banished from the face of the
colony.,  OFf his own condition I shall speak in a further
chapter; but in the moean time it should be understood
that the epcouragement of the free-selecter, — of the
genuine [ree-selecter who intends to cultivate and reside
upon the land, —is and should be the first aim of
colonial government. A race of men, who will people
the earth at the mate, soy, of a soul (o 1en acres, must be
more imporiant 10 4 young community than an aristo-
cracy which hardly cmploys one'man permanently for
every ten thousand acres. Population is the thing re-
guired, and, abowve all, an ageicultural population, But
agricullarists, especially on a small scale, do not love
2 land that docs not produce wheat. Ience the dil-
ficulty; — but on this account our warmer sympathics
should be given io those who make the attempt, and
pvery possible effort should be made to indoce sach
men 1o settle upon the land.

I hove commenced my remarks upon Queensland
with these observations as to the tenure and purchase
of land, because I' felt, in regard to myself, that any
chance I might have of undenstanding the present and
future position of these colonics depended on my
capacity for comprehending the condition under which
the soil was or might be held by its occupants. The
tendre of fand in England is so complex; ond has come
to Le what it is by such a varicty of old laws and old
customs, that it is almost impossible Lo arrive ot a first
principle in the matter.  And then land itsell is so
valuable that we can hardly understand that vast districts
should be oceupied without any real right of possession,
In the colonies the matter is simple, but the simplicity
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should be understond. The land belongs to the people.
When not occupied it may be taken up by any one for
pastoral, or indeed for agricultural purposes; but such
taking up and cccupation gives no possession. Dot
posscssion of certain amounts may be had on certain
terms, a5 above explained, ond when those terms have
been complied with, the possession of a freehold follows.
The taking up of Iand for pastoral purposcs does give o
certain Tight which 3 defined, and that night can be
gold, Such rights of cocupation aré daily in the market,
and the limiting of the teacts so taken up are well
known. In'a settled district a squatler wsing such &
tract of land cannot stretch his limits, because he iz
bounded by other squatters. In this way he has almost
come to regard his run as his estate,  IF he be distant
from the seaboard he may almost do so with security,
because the f(reesselecters will not penctrate so far, Heo
iz, however, tenant at will of the Government, which is
the apgent acting for the people, payving o very small
rent, and subject at eny period of his cccupation (o the
capricious purchases of new ecomers who may fancy this
or that corner of his land. Neveriheless, had the
gquatter. no one to contend with but the free-selecter, he
would be a great and happy man, Of the real troubles
of the Queenslond squatter T will speak more at length

in a few pages.

CHAFPTER 111,
Cledlsteie dsd Feeklismpton.

Om my first armival at Drishane I spent but a few
days there, and then hurried up north to Rockhampton
again endeavouring to anticipate the heat. Brisbane
is a commodious town, very pretlily situated on the
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Brishane River, with 12,000 inhabitamts, with courts
of justice, houses of parlizment, & governor's residence,
public gardens, and all the requirements of a capatal for
n fine and independent colony, I had an opportunity
of seeing o new governor sworn in.  The ceremony was
not very august, and I was chiefly amused with the vain
endeavours of an unfortunate photographer 1o bring his
instrument to bear npon the performance. It may be
interesting  to know that the governor ook his oath
manfully in & tight-fitting, tight-buttoned bluee uniform,
which was no doubt prescribed to him by official mule,
but which stems to be as ill adopted to the climate as
any dress that could possibly be desired. But T envied
him his house, which was airy, spacious, well-built, and
pretty.  His house will be there for him always i1l his
term of povernment be over, and no doubt he can put
il his blue uniform on oecagions.

It must be undepstood that the voyaging of Aus.
tralia i5 chiefly done by steamboat; and on this occasion
I went on by steamboat from Brisbans to Rockhampton,
On oor route we stopped ot hlaryborough and Gladstone,
OF Maryborough I will speak in refercnce to the retum
journey. Of Gladstone 1 will say o few words now. It
18 & seaport in the so-called Port Curlis district, and o
prettier spot or more melancholy town than Gladstone
one could hardly find in any country, new or old, Tt
received it name, of ¢ourse, from our own stategman,
and i szid to have been poculiady favoured by him.
It has been spoken of as the future capital of Queens-
land, and there are many in Queensland,—including the
present premier of the colony,—who think that it should
be selected, as was Ottawa in Canada, because it has
the double advantage of o somewhat central position ,—
pn the coast,—and of possessing nothing to offend the
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jealousies either of Brisbane to the south, or Rockhamp-
ton to the north. Other apparent fitnesses for 2 capital
it has none,—except that of a fine harbour. Though it
has been essentially fostered by the affections of eer-
taiin politicians, that first primary necessity of a city,
population, has refused to cleave to it The bosy part
of the town, consisting of a little wharf, two or three
stores, and a costom-house, stands about a gquarter of
a mile wp @ small creek just broad enough o allow the
steamboats o be turned init.  The creck opens into o
magnificent harbour,—magnificent in’ scenery certainly,
and equally so, I should imagine, for the nse of ships
lying at anchor; but for vessels to le against the shere,
the little muddy creek at present affords the only wseful
gpot. Bot a fine harbour and beautiful scenery will not
make a city,—or even help to make one, unless people
can find on its shores the means of eamning theif bread.
(Gladstone iz land-locked by mountaing, and has noe back
country to support it There is nothing there to pro-
duce trade, or to induce people to choose the place as
p domicile favourable to their hopes in life. Con-
sequently the steeets, which are many, spacious, and
long, are simply beauwtiful glades running through the
wild woods, with here a cottage and there a house, so
sparsely scattered a5 to give to each habitation the
appearance of having been rudely boilt for some Panl
and his Vieginia. They irnflict on the forest no look of
invading humanity, In passing throiigh the western
dist-icts of the United States, in Canada, and also in
these Austrahian colonies, visitors are accusiomed to find
large strapeling collections of straight, fenced roads,
from which the last relics of the primeval forests have
not as yel disappeared, and to hear them graced with
the names of sfreets though the houses be as yet un-
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frequent, These are baby towns;—but they are babies
stromg with signs of increasing life.  The grass has
given way (o the pressure of men's feet,  The happiest
sites, the comers and double frontapges, are generally
oceupied.  The pioneers have pgot the better of the
forest, and popolation &5 mamifestly alive and afoot.
But, again, there are selected spots in which it is too
clearlys evident that man’s endeavours in regard ta thal
enterprise is destined to failore,  The wildness of the
woods is too strong for the amount of cnergy which the
limited advantages of the place can preduce.  Some-
times these failures in the founding of cilies are most
wretched 1o the epe. Perhaps the most miserable which
I ever DLiehold was Cairo, in Illinois, — the Eden of
Charles Dickens. There was nothing on that spot but
mid, 1dlencss, “hihL}‘ and despair.  Caire, no doubt,
had more of §ife in it than Gladstone; but Gladstone is
beantiful to the eye, and i3 thus redecoied 1o the
troveller.  From green glades within a quarter of a mile
of the wharf one looks dowm upom a sen lake sur-
rounded by wooded mountains, and feels all the pride
of. distant desolation and forest silence,

The trade of the place, such as it is, consists i the
exportation of catile, chn:ﬂ].r, 1 hchcvc, to the South
Sea Islands, nnd the importation from other ports of the
eolonies of stores for the consumplion of the graziers,
Such a trade, if there De cnough of it, may make a
town; but at Gladstone, owing to the formation of the
land, the catlle-stations which use it as their mart are
few. Consequently the forest remains, and the houses
do not spring up, and there is no life. The traveller to
the place wonders that men and women should ever
have clhiosen the spot as that on which they would try
their lot in life, and feels an irresistible pity for those
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who have made so vital & mistake, Nevertheless, Glad-
stone is still spoken of as the futore eapital of the
coleny, and is in favour with those who acknowledge
that dominion cannot remain over all Queensiand in a
cily 50 remote as Brishane from the centre,—but who
are still averse to division of the colony and the creation
of another chiel city, They allege that the majority of
the United States have thought it expedient to place the
geats of their legislatures in small central fowns unknown
to fame, and chosen solely as being on that account
serviceable for political purposes. ‘hey argue that a
practice which has answered itz required purpose in
America may probably dooas well in Awstralia, Whether
the choice of capitals has been judiciously made in the
United States may be questioned. Legislatures assembled
in the great cities of New Yark and Philadelphia would
probably attract mare of the dignity and wealth of the
rich States to which they belong than s now id be
found in the Houses which sit at Albany and Harris-
burgh. DBut Albany and Harrisburgh, though com:
paratively small towns, are not as (Hadstone, with its
population of some two or three hundred souls, apd
its streets just marked throogh the forest. ‘The lepis-
laters of Queensland are perhaps not exacting, but from
what I saw of them T fancy that they would be anwilling
to find themselves removed from Brisbane to the little
town built on the creek which runs into Port Curtis.
When at Gladstone 1 found that an “aboriginal™
negro was 1o be tried for breaking into 2 shop, and I
walked through the woods to the little court-house, which
stands about a mile from the wharf, in order that I might
see the ceremony, ‘There | fwnd o magistrate, four
policemen, a young woman who attended as a witness,
and the prsoner. The black men was described in the
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shect a5 “Aboriginal Boney.” He had token away a slab
from the comer of a wonden store in the hope of getting
a hit of tebacco. e had been disturbed before making
good his booty, and had left behind him a small pouch
which Tz had taken from his waist 1o coable him the
lretter to get through the hole.  In this pouch there was
clevenpence in silver,—for cvenm o black man will not
condeseend to carry copper in the colonics,—and a lock
of hair. Let us hope that it was o lock from the
head of his favourite gin or wife. ‘Uhere was no evidence
against him except his own—for the woman had only
seen the form of a man escaping. Boney, when toxed
by the serpeant, had confessed at once, seeming 1o have
boen more willing to bear the bmant of the offence than
the loss of his purse. 1 wished T could have leamed
how much of his regret was sordid as attaching to the
monty, and Tow much tender 25 attaching to the Tock of
hair. He had gone, he said, for tobacco, Lut had got
none, and had escaped when disturbed, leaving behind
him his little property.  The sergeant of police had it all
his own way,—examining the wilnesses, putting himself
into the box and piving his own evidence, taking the
statement of the prisoner, and managing the maner in
a manner that wonld be very serviceable if introduced at
the Old II:HIC}r Aboriginal Boney was sentenced to six
manths’ Jmpmmum:nl:, and seefmed to bie perfectly satis-
fied. He had, in fact, pleaded guilty,—but had probably
done so 'u.'u.h-mﬂ comprehending much of the nature of
e procesding. T siw him afierwards in the prisoa at
Rockhampton, and he scemed to be enjoying life in that
retreat,

I went up to Rockhampton in the same boat with
Poncy, and at once was indtiated into the preat question
of “Separation” Rockhampton is a town lving exactly

Aoginedie el Mooy Spafiend, 1L 4
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on the line of the tropic of Capricorn, some miles up the
Fitzroy River, with sbout seven thousand inhabitants,
which considers itself to be the second town of the
colony, and thinks o good deal of itselfl It has been
geized with the ambition to become a capital, and there-
fore hates Brisbane. It is 5o hot that people going from
it to an ecvil place ore said to send back to earth for
thoir blankets, finding that evil place to be too chilly for
them after the home they have left. Dut the Rockhamp-
tonites are enerpetic as become the aspirants (o metrg-
politan honours. They do, in troth, do those things
which are mecessary for the well-being of o community.
They have a hospital,—and an excellent hospital it is;
also a joil, not so excellent; a pood hotel,—or, as 1 was
assured, one of two pood hotels; wide strects; a grand
post-office;—they ought to keep it open for the accom-
maodation of the public after siv o'clock in the evéning,
and no doubt would do so 1 they knew that hicre in
England post-offices are not closed at the carliest hefore
nine. They have excellent shops, a good quay, and they
have & railway, Ferhaps the railway is the crowning
glory of Rockhampion.

I roust say a word of the Rockhampton milway, and
it certainly will not e a word in praise. I have my
regrets, for I was oarried over it free of charpge, and was
accompanied by the gentleman who manages it, and
who made himsell very pleasant on the cceasion. Never-
theless 1 can say nothing good of the Rockhampton rail-
way, It was made as a job, and now that it is made it
is not only useless but infinitely worse than useless. It
would be & great saving to the colony if it conld be shut
up and abandoned, I asked in my innocence whether,
independent of the cost of making, it supported itself,—
whether it paid for its own working. I was Lobd that it
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nbont paid for the grease used opon it Now the couse
and meaning of the Rockhampton mailway may be de-
scribod as follows: (Queensland, a colony vast in extent,
as has Dbec¢n described, was at first populated in her
southern districts, those which were contiguous to New
South Wales, from which she had succeeded in separat-
ing hersell. But even at the time of her sepamation, a
small and scattered few had driven their cattle up to the
hotter northern lands.  Then there were pold rushes,
and boiling-down estaliishments,—some explanation of
which shall Le given prosently; and so the lown of Rock-
hampton was formed, while the pepulition and prosperity
of Queensland was as yeb in her southern borders,—
round Brisbane, and the towns of Ipswich, Warwick, and
Toowoomba, and on the Daring Blowns, It was then
deemed expedient that there should be a railway in the
South,—not ronning out of Brisbane, which has casy
water conmunication with Ipswich; but from Ipswich to
the other towns above-nanted, and sooacross the Daring
Trowns, where are the grand sheep-walks 6f that country.
It must be understood that railways in Austealia, with one
or twoe exceplions, have been made by government,—as
hitherte have all rosds, river clepsances, and the like,
The government makes the railway and works it, taking
and expending the meney, and doing all by the hands
of official servants.  That it should be S0 is w0 me dis-
tressing.  Whether or no the practice is necessary shall
not be discussed now, bul at any rate such js the fact.
Dut the government can only make its railway when the
legislature has sanctioned the making of it, and the bor-
rowing of the money for the purpose. When the making
of the Darling Down mailway was mooted,—by which
undoultedly the produce of a very fine district would be
brought down to the sea, and the people of various towns
4.
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would be brought within casy reach of the metropolis,—
no very strong objection seems to have been raised (o
the scheme, It was mot much debated whether or no
the young colony could or could not bear the weight of
the borrowed millions. Dot this was debaled, and made
very clear in debate;—that if the southemn division of the
colony had its railway, then also must the northern, The
southern population were len times preater than the
northern no doubt. Well;—then et the seuthern railway
be ten times greater than the morthern.  But if the Dar-
ling Downs people were to have their railway, then should
Iockhampton have ils railway., On no other terms woild
any northern member dace 0 vole the appropriation of
the money, Unless this were dong, Rockhampton, which
is not & meek place nor forbearing in its: nature, would
make such a row that the colony should split to preces
with it. It had to be done, and hence there are thiry
miles of a milway that barely pays for its own grease. 1t
roes out thirty miles to fhree public-houses in the forest
which call themselves Westwood; but it doss not get the
traffic incident to these thirty miles, because for so short
o distance it is not worth the while of wagroners, whe
take down wool and bring back stores, to unload their
burden. The squalters can commuonicate with Rock-
hampton cheaper by the old way than by using thirly
miles of railroad.

And yet we can hardly blame Rocklampton. T fancy
that had I been o Rockhamplonite. T should hove been
eage- for my railway,  Why should Reckbampton sub-
mit to a debt, and pay taxes, in order that the wool of
Dading Downs should get to market at a2 cheaper rale
than the wool frem their own districts? That guestion
of levying taxes and spending public money for other
purposes than those of direct government, including the
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defence and proteclion of the natien, is very seducing
and very dangerous, There has been 2 hankering among
stalesmeen at home after povernment milways, and an
idea that o patriarchal govermment would do better for
the country than competing companies.  There is still,
I belicve, n desire with some politicians (o buy ap the
railways at any rate in Ireland, When i government
wan make ever so much o year by monopolising tele-
graphs, it may seem 1o be very well;—Dbut when o govern-
ment has too lose ever so woch o yese by distributing
ciibways it s surely very bad.  The Kockhampton and
Westwood raffway is the very bathos of such atempts
And this brings me to the preat subject of Sepira-
tion, which [ found to be in every man's mouth at Kock-
hampton.,  Separation nowadays in Queensland means
the divizion of that colony mto two colonies, as in old
days it meant the division of New South Wales into
two or more colonies,  Phough Queensland iz hardly
in her teens she is already held by the people of her
narthern disteicts to e ready for further division. Let
there Le Oueenslond and—Atbertland some wish to call
thie would-lie futore colony.  Why should taxes levied in
the north go to nake reads pound Brisbanel  Why
should porihern lepislators. travel four, five, six, and seven
lmndred miles to o soulhcrn lown built on the very
Brarders of New South Wales?  Why should we northem-
erz, with our unlimited are, our high ambition, with a
great future leoming upon us in gold and sugar, be
sacrificed to Drisbane and the Darling DownsT Drisbane
iv hated at Rockharmpton, but I think that the Dicling
Diowns are more odions, It must be rémembered always
thiat the Daring Downs sqoatters are the aristocrats of
Oueenstand, and are about as much in favour at Rock-
bamplon as o wanjuis 15 at Manchester, We have, say
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these northern men, ten, fificen, or twenty thousand in-
habitants,—according a5 the line may be draown, Let us
have a governor of our ewn,—and above all the privi-
lepes of legisiation. We are old enough to go alone
and go alone we will. ‘The sweat of our brow shall no
longer o to Drisbane.

But where shall the line be drawn  Just south of
Rockhampton say the Rockhamptonites, so that the new
colony, the finest that will bear the flag of England, may
have this wellbuilt, clerantly orpamzed, and populous
town for its capital,—a town with real streets, and hotels,
with a grand post-office and a raflroad.  What more can
o colony «desiel Dot in that case Rockhampton also
would e ot the extremity, and the people north of that,
—ay, five hundred miles to the north of it, as any man
may see by looking af the map,—would have to send
the sweat of their brows to that city. The coming gol-
den era of sugar and mocthern gold is destined to Dless
& repion nearer (o the sun even than Rockhampton. Lot
Cape Talmerston be the point, and Bowen or Townsville
the new capital. And so the matter is debated,

With this :;ucﬂlﬂn of course 15 mixed up that other
guestion of moving the capital from Brisbane to Glad-
stome,—by which somae southoen p::-hnl:mm: think that the
difficulty may be tided over, and separation aveided for

a time.  Brishane is ::n:ltain]:.r very Tuuch in a comer. Mr.
I";lecr, the present prm:tn happiens to sit for the dis-
trict in which Gladstone is situated, and miglit thus do
o double stroke of business—keep the colony fogether
and serve his own constituents,  Bul others of the eabinet
and the large majorily of the legislature are alive to the
comforts of Drisbanc, and desire no change.

As to the intrinsie merits of the case, one is templed
to say,—on this a5 on almest zll political questions con-



QUEENSLAND. a5

nected with the eolonies,—that the more men can: divert
their minds from such questions to their own individual
intcrests, the better for them.  There must be paliticians
among young colenists, and there must be houses of legisla-
tion, Dwt the Jess there s of ambition in that diréction,
the quicker will fortunes be mode and families established.
The future sugar-prower of Port Mackay will not be so
much injured by sending taxes to Brisbane as by having
o devole his time to some nearer litthe parfinment whether
in Rockhampton or “Townsville.  Parliaments with their
debates and all that volilsilily of words which Mr. Car-
Iyle hates with such genuine vigour, are dear to my heart.
Parliaments ore (o me the very solt of the earth. But 1
doulit the expediency of a fresh parliament for ten thou-
sand people,—the population of a one-membered boroagl
at home, —when that ten thousand hins so hittle of which
o complain as have at present the inhabitants of Korthern
tjucensland.

An Englishian cannot be & month in Australia with-
out findinge himsell deiven to speculate,—almost driven
i come {0 some conclusion as le the future destinies of
the colonies, At present they are loyal to England with
an expresaive and almost violent loyaley of which we hear
and see hule at home,  There may be causes of quarrel
om this or that sabject of custom duties and postal sub-
sidics.  Ome colony may expostulate with o Secretory of
State it heme in language a little less respectful than an-
other, in accordance with the temperament of the minister
of the moment, Dut the feeling of the people is one of
affectionate adherence to England, with sdme slight anger
cansed by a growing idea that England is becoming in-
different. The withdeawal of our troops, especially from
MNew Zealand, has probalily done more than anything clse
to produce an apprehension which is dertainly unneces-
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gary and, to my thinking, irrational. But the love of the
colonigs for England, and the Quoeen, and English govern-
ment—what may best probably be described as the ad-
herence of the colonics to the mother country,-—cannot
be doulited. An Australian of the present day does not
like to be told of the future independence of Australia
I think that I met no instance in whicl the proposition
on my part was met with an ungualified assent. And yet
it can hardly be doubted that the independence of Austra-
lia will come in due time, But other things must come
first  Before that day shall arrive the bonc and sincws
of the colonies must be of coloniaf produce.  The lead-
ing men must nol only have lived bue hove been born in
Australia, g0 as o have grown up anto life withoul the
still existing fecling that England 8 their veritalile “home”
And I venture to cxpress an opinion that another great
change must have come first, as to the coming of which
there is at present eerfainly no sign.  The colonies will
join themselves together in some Australian foderation,
as has bern done with our Morlh American provinces,
and will learn the political strength and commercial ad-
vantuge of combined action. But there are difficulties in
Me way of such a union, which existed indecd in re-
ference to the Canadas, Nova Scotia, and New Bruns-
wick, but which make themselves felt with much greater
violenes in Australin,  Nowa Scotin and New Brunswick
were hardly strong encugh to persist in their jealous fears
of a stronper sisler, and the two Conndas had already
become one before the Dominion was framed. The Austra-
lian zolonies are very jealous of ench other, and in their
present moods are by no means ready (o unite,  Vicloria
claims supremacy, MNew South Wales disputes it, and
Queensland looks to a future in which she shall become
as large as either.  South Queensland, though thus am-
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bitious, by no means desires separation;—but in all pro-
Bability separation not enly of Clueensland, but forther
separation of Mew South Wales and of South Ausiralia
will come before the federal union which will precede
alsolute independence. As Moinc and New Hompshire
were allowed o Bbecome States in the early days of Ame-
rican independence, as Kentucky was scparated [rom
Virginia, and Tennessee from MNorth Carolina, so will
Albertland,—by that or another nome,—Dbe divided from
Chnecensland, the Riverinan disticts from New South Wales,
and some great northern province from South Aostealia.
Whether Victeria will ever submit to division I will not
venture to prophesy,—but evien that may come. And thusa
wnion of States will be formed infinitgly stronger in its inter-
stz than can be any one of the colonies as they now exist.

I have rushed at once into this subject, finding it ne-
cessary bo speak of separation af connected with Rock-
hamplon. Such may probably Lie the future condition of
Australia, and doultless any further immediate subdivision
among the colonies would have a tendency towards pro-
ducing it; but it cannot be said that the time has yet
come for combined action, o that it @4 near at hand.
There is no such [ecling yoi as Australian ambition.
Thera is ambition enongh,—Victorian ambition, New
Soulth Wales ambition, Queensiand ambition; and, above
them all, there is Dritish ambition, very pleasant to the
cars and to the hearl of an Englishman, The other will
come, and separation will indirectly lead to it Dut i is
not witle such view as this that the separation of Queens-
land is now devised. Rockhampton wishes to be a capnal,
and the segar-growers of Port Mackay and the Morth
want to do withomt Hockhampton,  “There is society at
Brishane, some of the plewsures of which might be trans-
ported porthwards if they conld have a povernor and
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parlinment of their own,  Believing such to be the pre-
gent inducements, I think that separtion might - be de-
lInyed for o while with advantage, and that the distant
magnificence of ascendant Brisbane might be endured for
yet another decade with 2 balonce of advantage to the
whole community. Apaninst that plan of transferring the
bonours of the capilal to Gladstone, were T a Queens-
lander, T would cemainly vaise my volce with all my vele-
mence. I do not think that soch transfer will be made.
I do not Lelieve in Gladstone, the city.  But I think it
probable that further separation will have been effectod
before the decade shall have passed away.

On my way up to Kockhampton, at Maryburgh, and
apain at Fockhampton, and at other places in the co-
lopies, I went through the unsavoury duty of inspecting
various meal-preserving establishments, to which is, as
a matter of course, attached the still more distressing oc-
cupation of boiling down tallow.. Engagéd in these por-
suits at Rockhampton I found the son of an English
baronet, whose great srandmother T had known well ag
a boy, and whom I remember mow with affectionate Lut
awful reverence. T should not like to meat-préserve or
boil down myself, though I am assured that no more
healthy employment can be found. The boiling down
is an old trade in Australia, ond has followed natareaily
on the growth of wool. Something has to be done with
the déad sheep, and tallow can at any rate be exported.
The shecp used to be boiled down without any reference
to meat, and as they were of course bought at a propor-
tionate price the boiling-down trade was not a bad one
That of preserving meat and sending it over o Europe
is more speculative, and will be infinitely more impor-
tant if it can be camried on suceessfully,  With mutton at
10d. a pound in England and 1'ud. @ pound in Australia,
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there scems to be a large margin for expense and pralt,
if only the thing can be done so as to make the meat
popular in England. I there be one thing that England
wants and cannot get,—or at any rate has not yet gotten,
—it 5 cheap ammal food for her working «lasses.
Before 1 1¢fl England I bought some Australian pre-
served mest as an experiment, and for that 1 then paid
{d. o pound. It was sweet and by no means unpalatable,
but was utterly tasteless as meat. Whether it did or
did nol contain the nutritive qualitics of meat I am un-
alile to say. Servants in my house would not eal it
beenuse, no doult, they could get better.. With such of
the working classes as can afford themselves meat oc-
casionadly or in small quantilics,—as to whom a saviog
in the cost of meat would Be a matter of greatest con-
sequence,—I conld never find that it was in favour. As
the preserved meats are without bene, they may, at the
price above-named, be repacded as being half the cost
of hrst-class English meat. But I think that by most
English workmen haif a pound of English fresh meat
would be regarded with more favour than the whole
pound of Auvstrdion tinned meat,” The linned meats are
cooked and only require to be reheated. That they may
ke sont in Detter condition in regasd to flavour as ex-
perience i5 gained,—sent with less cooking, for at pre.
sent they are always overcooked,—is probable. Whether
they can be sent cheaper is more open to doubt. One
manufacturer assured me that the trade would not pay
him unless hie got gd. a pound. After that there is the
freight, and the article must pass through two at least;—
probably three hands, before it reaches the consumer.
There is another plan of preserving meat by artif-
cial freezing, which, if successful, will send meat home
in such a condition that the Australian roast leg of mut-
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fon will not be known froem the English roast leg of
mutton,—unless, as my informant the freczer supgested,
by its manifest superiority, which 1 am not now
speaking, as the scheme belonps to New South Walss
and not to Cueensland,

But meat is not only presorved. Thore is another
operation by which beefl or mutton is converted into
LSSENCE, and this trade seems o thrive well. The essence
is sold ot 51 a pound, and | was assered thar it was
sold ‘as guickly as made. Dy means of this opcération
the traveller may carry an entire sheep, or all the nutbri-
tive part of his sheep, dong up in a small parcel, in his
coat pockel,  On board ship, in hospitals, and for com-
missariat purposes, this essence,—which I presume owes
its origin to Lichig—is invaluable.  For purposses of
soup I declare it to De most excellent. 1 was once in-
duoced by a fiberal manufacturer to put as much into my
mouth as I could extract by throsting my thuml into a
can of it, and I felt as though I were pervaded by mea-
tinczs for many howrs: T believe in the wliow. 1 De-
Itewe i the esgence.  But I shall not believe in the
cooked preserved meats, ull growing science and in-
creased experience shall have lessened the expense and
raiged the merit of the article. And yet how grand a
thing it would be 1o have Australian meat in our markets,
palatable and nutritive, at, say, 4« a pound; how grand
a thing for our carpenters and masons,—and how grand
a thing also for the Australian wool-grower,

I fancy that it may be wise to abstain from an en-
dewvour 10 interest the reader in the working details of
these establishments.  The sheep is apeedily but not
pleasantly boiled down, potted, or made into essence;—
and that, perhaps, may be sufficicnt on the subject,

I went to a deserted gold-ficdd in the neighbourhood
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of Rockhamplon and found two melancholy men wash-
ing. in a cradle, mud out of a gully,. We stood and
watched, and at the end of the washing the men had
carned about 15 04 cach by three days' work. They
were pood-humoured and not much disappointed, merely
remarking that they must “go away out of that” Rock-
ltumpton is the centre of a certain gold district, and T
found the stotistics for lhe previons year, 1870, to be ag
follows:— 1,456 miners had been employed,—represent-
ing with women, children, &c, a total population of
t,Hy0,—and these men had procured 310107 ounces of
gold, which had realised £112,23). This would give
£35 Tor each miner;—{rom which some deduction, pro-
bably about £10 per head, must be made for machinery
and expenses over and above ihe labour. This would
lring the camings of each man to about 255 a week.
Now on pold-fields in other parts of Australia 1 have
found that miners, paid by wages, receive about 501, a
week, I the men's work be rated at the general prics
of out-door labour through the colony,—which, taking
one class of labowr with another, exclusive of that of
mining, averages 205 @ week and diet—the miners as
labourers are poordy paid; and they who have gone to
the Rockhampton gold-fields ag speculators with a little
capital in search of fortunc hove failed otterly. All that
I Bowve seen in Australia teaches me to believe that every
ounce of gold mised has cost mere in its raising than
the price for which it has been sold. Im o few papes
we shall get to the Gympie gold-ficlds.

I cannot leave Rockhampton without one word as
to the Grocemere sheep amd cattle station, owned by
the family of the Archers, and taken wp by them long
Lefore Rockhampton was a town, Indeed the present
sile of the town was a part of the Gracemere run.  The



fia OUEENSLAND.

hospitality of Gracemere is proverbial throtghout Queens-
land and is unbounded. The place 5 very pretty, and
the Archers are respected by all who know them, 1
met only one, the younger brother of nine, who was then
in charpe of the station. It was the first squaller's run
which I had seen, and, though then things were in a
bad plight from want of water, he made me much in
love with o squatter's hife

CHAPTER 1V,
Alariginals,

From Reckhamplon I returned to Maryborough, with
the intention of returning thence overland by Gympie
to Brisbane;—and I did so. I had touched at Mary-
boroogh on my way northwards, ond as I saw a proater
cluster of Australian Black men al Maryborough than
elsewhere, and as the question of the treatment of the
Dblack men is at present more imporiant in Quecnsland
than in the other colonies, 1 may as well say here what
has 1o be snid on this very disaprecabie subject.  There
15 on island—Frazer's Island—at the mouth of the Mary
River, in which they are allowed 1o live without moles-
tation ,—no doult because the place can be comverted
to no use by white settlers,—and here they secm to be
almost amphibious, They live on fish, opossums, IEuanas,
and whatever can be filched from or moay be given (o
them by their neighbours on the main land. As the
stzamers min up the niver they swim off, thiny or forty
of them coming tegether. A rope is Oung out, and the
captain gencrally allows one or two to come on board.
These are taken up to Maryhorough, where they loaf
about, begging for money and tobacco, and return by the
same boat on its downward jowrney, They are not ad-



QUEENSLAND, 63

mitted without some article of clothes, and this they
bring tied on to their heads, When scen in the water,
they sre very picturesque—an eiffect which is lost alto-
gether on terra firma;, 1 have heard many speak of a
certain dignity of deportment which is natural to them. I
cannot say that 1 have seen it To my eyes the deport-
ment of the dignified aboriginal is that of a sapient
monkey imitating the gait and manners of a do-nothing
white dandy.

It will be as well to call the race by the nome offi-
cially given to it. The povernment styles them “ab-
orginals” We saw “Aboriginal Boney™ on the police-
gheet, when he was standing his trial in respect of the
bit of tobacco which he had not succeeded in stealing.
This is more necessary 1o bé undeérstood, as the word
nativie is almost universally applied to while colonists
Lorn in Australia. We have some slight account given
1o us of these abosiginals by Dampier, the buccaneer,
who made acquaintance with them on the western const
of Australia in 1688, and apain in 10gg.  He tried io
make friends with them; but they attacked his men with
spears, wounding some of the party; and at last he shat
one of them,—a circomstance which he mentions with
greal regret. He was good to them, and thought to
make them work, but in vain, for, as he says, “they
stood like statues, without motion, but grinned like so
many monkeys . ... 0 we were forced to camy our
water ourselves”  This we ean imagine very well, re-
membering that these Australians had never been cal'ed
upon for an hour's work in their lives. Dampier tricd
to clothe some of them, but they preferred being naked.
But the chiels were painted. He iells us of one young
warrior who was danbed with white paint;—“not for
beauty or for omament, ene would think, but, as some
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wild Indinn warriors are said (o do, he scemed therchy
to design the looking more terrible.  This, his painting,
added very much to his natural deformity; for they obf
of them hove the most unpleasant looks and worst fea-
tures. of any people 1 ever saw,—though 1 have seen
great varicty of savages”

A hundred years afterwards, in 1770, Cook en-
countered them at Dotany Bay, on the eastern coast,
and he endeavoured to make friends with them, and w0
teade with them,—bot in vain. He observes in reference
to their nudity, “We thought it remarkable that of all
the people wie had yet seen, not one had the feast ape
pearance of clothing, the old woman hersell being des-
titute even of a fig-feall Dot then Adam and Eve went
equally maked till gin had convinced them of shame.
Cook, however, certainly endeavoured Lo treat them well,
but without efect.  “They did not appear to be numer-
ous,” he says, “nor to live in sccicties, but like other
animals, were scattered about along the coasts, and n
the woods, OF their manner of life, however, we could
know but htile, as we were mever able to form the least
connection with them.  After the first confest at owr
landing they would never come pear cnough to parley;
nor id they touch o single aricle of all that we had
Teft ot their huts and places they frequenied, on pur-
pose for them to take away.

When Governar Phillip,—the first governor,—arrived
on Cook’s loot-tracks in 1789, he fared a lintle better
with the Dlacks. He found them still nakedy—as a mag-
ter of course~but they took the presents he offered
them, and they were ar first troctable with him and
courteons, When the white men came to settle in num-
bers round the grand inlet of the sen, which s now
Sydncy IHarbour, the kangaroo ran away, and the [sh
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became scarce in the waters, snd the black men lost
their usnal food. “They Legan to perish from starvation,
and of course were not fond of their visitors, They could
not depart inland becouse other tribes would not have
them;—for it seems that though no man owned in-
dividual propeny, inland tribes were very jealous of their
confines,

Captain Hunter, who was with Governor Phillip, and
was afierwards himsell governor, took preat pams with
thum, and secms 10 have suceceded in conciliating them
for awhile; but quarrels arose, as was so natural when
cverything that the black men had was taken away from
limy,—and white men were killed, Many of the blacks
were starved, their accustomed food having been driven
away, and others were slaughteréd in retumn for injuries
ifone by then,—which injurics were the natural result of
wrongs done to them. And so the quarrel began,—with
what result between civilised and savage it s almost
needless 1o say, In 1788 “the aborigines were rendered
so desperate by hunger,"—I am queting Bennet's history
of Australian discovery and colonization,—"that on the
21st of August & larpe panty of them landed near the
Observatory, attacked the people who were employed
there, and killed a goat and carried it off in triumph.
This was the boldest attempt yet made and caused the
governor himsell to go in purswit.  The live stock were
so few in number that even the Joss of a single goat
was looked upon a5 a pub]u. misfortune. The gpovemnor,
however, neither succeeded in recovering the corcass of
the goat, nor in overtaking the soble cattle stealers. I
the following month the natives made another attempt
on the stock. On this oceasion those who had charge
of the sheep and poals were prepared for the attack,

and the blacks were beaten off without the loss of o
alwitenlla and Nesr Zpaland, I 5
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single animal. From this & chronic stale of hostilities
may be said to have existed between the two races, and
lives wore sacrificed almost daily on one side or the
other.”  Thus, with the goat which Governmor Phillip,
with great bul feelle energy, endeavoured to redeem fur
his puny soitlement, commcnced that system of cattle.
stealing which, on thespart of the black men, has been
g0 natural,—we may almost say, so innocent,—Dbut which
it has been essential that the white man should stamp
out and make to cease, unless he made up his mind to
abandon his purpose of neopling Australia.
Philanthropical advocates for the biack man,—who
seem, by reason of their negro-phitanthropy, to he called
upon to constitute themselves the enemics of the white
settler —ialk of the Bloody revenge which is taken for
potty pilferings.  This, I think, is unfair, and 1 am guoite
sure that no unfairness either on one side or ether can
lead to good results. The Auvstralinn grosier cannol live
unless he defend lis caltle. The pilferings have not
been petty, and in many districts, I believe in all dis-
stricts, would have absolutely destroyed the flocks and
made grazing in Austrolin impossible, hod not the squatter
defended himself cither with a red hand,—or wilh a
hand preparcd to be red il occasion required,  The
stealing of eattle by tribes of black men,—or rather the
slanghter of cattle, for the black man never has an idea
of taking away the cattle and making them his own, and
desires to appropricte no more than he can eat at the
time, but, mevertheless, will kill as many os he can
master,—has in many cases been accompanied by pre-
concerted attacks vpon the stations; and these attacks
are made in the absence of the owner, when his wile
and children are there almost unguarded. 1t is not dil-
ficult to imagine that the squatter, in sueh circumstances,



QUEENSLAND. by

should choose to be regarded by his black neighbours
as a man who was prone to be red-handed on occa-
sions. - Of course there arises, as the resulc of this, much
rough justice, —perhaps also much rough injustice. When
white men steal callle the individual thicf can be teaced
and brought to punishment;—but this cannot be done
with a trihe of Australian aborigines. The execulion
must be of the Jedburgh kind, or there must be none,—
and if nene, then the. squatter must vanish, No doulit
there have been dreadfol instances of indiscriminate and
perfectly unjustifisble slaughter;—but then it most be
remembered  also thar the low  has interfered when
evidence lias been altainable, and that white men have
been hung for their barbarity. There seems to e an
idea prevalent with many that the Dlack man is not de-
fended by the law. ‘This is an emoncous idea. The
Dlack man has been treated with all possible tenderness
by the law;—Dbut his life is such that the law can hardly
reach himy, either to defend or to punish.

The promiscuous slaughter of the races by each other
was continucd throngh Governor Hunber's time, which
lnsted from 1795 till 1500, This took place sill in the
Sydney district of New South Wales, that being the only
district then colonized ;—Tut similar circumstances have
praduced similar results throughout Australia. Tt is dil-
fieult, *if not impossible,” says the authority I have
quoted before,—and T Lelieve there is nonc maore im-
partial or trustworthy,—“to arrive at anything like a cor-
rect estimate of the number of séftlors killed by the
blacks, but there is every reason to heliove that it was
scarcely o tithe of the number of aborigines whose lives
were sacrificed in refern”  He again says, quoting the
words of Colonel Colling, the judge-advoeate, *Thesc
people, when spoken to or censurcd for robling the

5.-
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maize grounds, to be revenged, were accustomed to as-
semble in large bodies and DLum the houses of the
settlers if they stood in lonely situations, freqoently at-
tempting to take their lives, . . . The governor also
signified his determination, il any of the matives were
taken in the act of robbing the seulers, to hang them in
chaing near the spot as an cxample to others. Could it
have been foreseen that this was their natural temper, it
would have been wiser to have kept them at 2 distance,
and in fear Of course it was their natural temper.
The land was theirs and the fulness thereof, or cmpliness
as it might be. ‘The white man was catching all their
fish; driving away their kangaroos, taking up their land,
dominecring over them, and hanging them in chains
when they did that which to them was only natural and
right. The whité man, of courge, fell that he was intro-
ducing civilistion; but the black man did not want
civilisation. Iic wanted fish, kangarcos, and liberty.
And yel is there any one bold enouph to go back 10
the first truth and say that the white man should not
have taken the Iand becanse it belonged 1o the black
man;—or that if, sinee the beginning of things, similar
justice had prevailed throwghout the world, the world
would now have been mearer to-trath and honesty in i
ways than it isi

These people were in tofal ignorance of the use of
metals, they went naked, they ill-used their women, they
had no houses, they produced nothing from the  soil.
They had not even flint ‘arrow-heads,  Uhey practised
infanticide. In some circumstances of life they practised
cannibalism. They were and are savapges of the lowest
kind. With reference to their cannibal propensities I
heard many varying storics, but 1 never heard one which
accused them of eating white people.  When they do
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devour human flesh, it is the flésh of their own people.
They have lnws which they obey—or at least used to
obey,—most rigidly. In reference to these two propen-
sitics, that of eating each other and obeying the laws,
Mr. Bennet gives the following details, A very painful
and striking proof of the stringent nature of their laws,
the fixed character of their institutions, and the great
pressure upon their means of existénce under ordinary
conditivng, is afforded by circumstances which have aken
place in the Bunya-Bunya district of Queensland.  The
district in which the bunya-bunya tree bears froit is very
restricted, and it bears in profusion only once in about
three yoars, When this occurs the supply is vastly larger
than can be consumed by the tribes within whose ter-
ritory the trees are found. Consequently, lnrge numbers
of strangers visit the district, seme of them coming from
very great distances, and all are weicome to consume as
much as they desire; for there i3 enough and to spare
during the fow months while the season Insts. The fruit
is of a richly farinaceous kind, and the blacks quickly
faiten uwpon it. Dut after o shorl indulgence on an ex-
clusively verctable diet, having previously heen ac-
customed fo live almost entirely wpon animal food, they
experience an frresistible longing for flesh,  This desire
they dare not indulge by killing any of the wild animals
of the district. Kangaroos, opossums, and bandicoot are
alike sacred from their touch, because theoy are ahso.
lutely necessary for the existence of the friendly trile
whese hospitality they are partaking. In this condition
some of the strapper tribes resort to the hormible practics
of cannibalism, and sacrifice one of their own number
to provide the longed-for feast of flesh, Tt is not the
disgusting cruelty, the frightful inhumanity, or the curious
physiological question invelved, that is now under con-
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sideration; bat the remackable fact educed of an un-
]1&5jla.l.ing obedience, wnder circumstances of l:';ctmﬂrliim.r]'
temptation, to laws arising out of the necessities of their
vxistence, and the indirect proof afforded of the sovere
pressure. on the supply of food which, under ordinary
circumstances, must have |:|n;-v.».ih:! amvong the alborizinal
trilies. ‘T'he strnngr_rs dred not, in their utmost longing,
touch the wild animals, because they were :lhﬂ:-]u!t]].
necessary for the fr.i:il:uncu of the tmbes (o which the
district belonged.  “They might cat their Al with the
Iunya-bunya, because that was in  profusion, and pre-
seription had given them the right to 1t. Such a singolar
condition of things could never have arisen but in an
olid, over-populated country, the laws of which had ae-
qquired that immutalle character which is conferred only
by immemorial evnstom, 1 myself believe this story of
the ].IIJ:I'.I]."'L—I.MI.'!JE feast, having henrd it corroborated Dy
VArious persons in ﬂl.rl:l.,nhl:md bt | do not beleve that
cenmibalizin has ever boon ],E::ﬂl"ﬂ among lhe Australian
llzcks,

Their laws, espocially with regard to marriage, are
complex and wonderful.  Their comobonees, or festival
dances, are very wonderful.  Their sapacity, especially
on the tracking of men or cattle, is very womdberlul, The
skill with which they use the small appliances of life
which they posscss is very wonderful. But for years,
probably for many centurics; they have made no pro-
gress, and the coming of the white man amoeng them has
had ne tendency o civilise,—only a tendency fo ex-
terminate Lhein,

The question I am now endeavouring (o diseuss is
that of the white man's duty in respect to these blacks —
and also the further question whethet e white English-
man in Australia bas done his duty. There is a strong
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seet of men in Enpland,—a sect with whom 1 fully sym-
pathize in their aspirations, though I have somctimes
found my=elf compelled to doubt their information,—who
think that the English scttler abroad is not to be trusted,
gxcept under severe control, with the fate of the poor
creatures af inferior races with whom he comes in con-
tact on the distant shores (o which Dis seareh for wealth
may lead him. The settler, a8 o matter of course;, is in
quest of fortune, and is one who, living among rouagh
things, is apl 10 become rough and less scrupulous than
his dainly brother at home. When this philanthropy first
recame loud in its expression in England, we were our-
selves the owners of slaves in our own colonies, and the
preat and glorious tosk of abalishing that horror for our-
selves, so that other nations might afierwards follow in
our steps, had to be achieved.  Wilberforce, Clarkson,
Buxton, Broupham, and otlers, did achieve i1, and 1t is
natural that their spirt shoald remain with those on
whose shoulders their mantle has fallen. When the West
Indian blacks were manumitted. it was felt to be neces
sary that they should be defendeéd and protected, Some
years since | ventured to ¢xpress my opinion on that
matter, Of all the absurditics in political economy which
I ever encountered, that of protecting the labour of the
negroes in Jamaica from competition was to my eyes the
imost groas,  And it appeared to me that the idea of
training negroes to be magistrites, members of parlinment,
statesmen, or even merchants, was one destined to fMilure
by the very nature of the man, That a race should have
been created sa low in ity gifts as to be necessarily fit
only Tor savage life or for the life of servants among
civilisad men was a fact on which I coutd only speco-
late,—~or hardly speculate; but I could not on that ac-
count abstain from forming the opinion. Since thal {ime
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negroes, many more in anmmber and cerdainly upon the
whole more handy in the wse of such gifis as they pos-
sessed than those in the West Indies, have been made
free in the United States, and have then been pot in
possession of all the privilepes belenging to white men.
The more I see of the experiment the more convinged 1
am that the négro cannot live on equal terms with the
whité man, and that any land, state, or district in which
the negro is empowered for awhile to have ascendency
over the white man by number of sulffrages or otlicr
causes, will have bot a wolul destiny ull such 3 condi-
tion of things be made 1o cease.  White men will quit
puch land in disgust,—or the white minority will taen,
and rend, and trample into dust the black majosity, This
allusion to the African megro in the western hemisphero
woild be out of place here, were 1t not that the mantle
of which I have spoken, resting still on most worthy
shoulders, is now wsed,—or a skirt of it is used,—to
cover up the nakedness of the poor Australian aboriginal,
The idea prevails that he also.may be o member of
parliament, minister of state, o man and o brother, or
what not. ‘That he is infinilely Tower in lis gifts than
the African negro there can be no doule  Civilisation

the African tribes is not very high, and our know-
ledge as to the point which it has reached is stll de-
fective, Dut where he has come within the compass of
the white man’s power, he hns been aught to work for
his bread ,—which of all teaching is the most important.
The Australian Dlack man has mot been so taught, and,
in _pite of a fow instances to the comrary, 1 think T am
justified in saying that he cannot be so taught. Individual
instances are adduced,—instances which are doulitless
true,—of continued service having been rendered Ly
aboriginals; but they are so fow,—so contrary to the life
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af the trilbes as any traveller may see it,—that they do
but prove the role.  That dignity of Dlack deporiment
of which one heass not unfrequently is sipply the dignity
of idleness. The aboriginal walks along crect through
the streets of the little town, or more frequently in the
forest outskirt, followed at humble distance by hiz gin,
and dous evince something of that pride with which
wealihy idlencess in civilised hie is able to encounter
obligatory toil. His sinews are never tired and tom and
stunied by burdens, and he can go ercct.  He does in
his heart despise the working white man, and he shows
in his countenance the fact that he has resolved 1o beg,
or steal, or cat oposium—and atl any rate to be free from
toil. ‘This so-called dignity has to me been the most
odious part of his aliogether low physiognomy. When
he has mixed much ameng white men, and has learned
that he is quite =afe in numerons communitics from the
raids which would be made wpon him and his tribe if he
employed himscell on cattle-stealing at a distance, he ex-
changes his ferocity for a cunning good-humoured im-
pudence which is more revelting than his native savagery,
and would be more dangerous were it not that he ceascs
to be prolific in this begging, stouching life, with trailing
gins and dignity of deportment.

Our friends at home with the philanthropic mantle
tell the Australian colonist repeatedly that he has taught
the black man nothing but his vices,—and they mean
the eharge to contain the biiterest reproach. A man
going out among other men gets taught what he will
learn. The aboriginals have become drunbkards and thieves;
and it is snid of them, that they sell their women to whit
men, That there are white drunkerds and white thieves
in Ausirnlia is cerlainly true; and no doubt there is im-
morality in regard to women,—though in new colomies
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and thinly inhabited countries such vice is always less
prominent than in the laege towns of an old country.
But good qualitjes of living,—the finer characleristics of
manhood,—are at any rate 45 prominent in the Avstralian
colonies as the bad qualities Men are encrgetic, in-
dependent, and pood 1o their wives,  Women are kindly,
unexacting, and eareful, Why have not the 1dack men
learned also gsome of the wvirtues? I assert that every
effort has been made to teach them the lessons,—as will
be evident to any ont who will reflect of how great valye
would have been their thews and sinews if anly they
could have been incdoced to work.  Bul how can yoo
teach any pood lesson to 2 mam who will anly hold his
head erect as he grins and ogks you for sixpence, or a
glass of grog, or a bit of tobaces, or & pair of old trousers?
If he et the sixpence, no doult e will drink it;—with
some bittle difficulty, for the law in its endeavour 1o save
the poor aboriginal from learning the bad lessons, makes
it illegal for the publican to sell him liguor. O course
g virleous publicin obeys-the law. But all publicans arc
not virluous, and 5o far it may be sad with trath that
we teach the Llack man our vieces, Bo far as the law
can protect the black man from the learning of vice it
has striven to do soj—but no law in any country was
ever efficacious o such purpose

It is difficult to make intelligible to those wha know
nothing of Australia the strange condition of these people,
—the mixture of servility and impudence, of ferocity and
good-humoir, which prevails among them. 1 heard of a
gemieman who trained one to be his gamekeeper, —for
they learn to shoot with skill, and are quick in the pursuit
of game. At last, confiding in his black gamckecper as
he would in one at home, he gave the man his flask to
corry. \When he shot 3l he was thirsty, he asked for his
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boule. “Es massa,” said the grnning nigger, handing
over the empty flask.  “Here him is; oo ootling in k"
He was not o bit ofraid of his master because he had
atolen all the drink;—nor in such circumsances could
fhere Lz any idea of punishing him; you would as soon
think of punishing a dog for eating o mutton chop you
had put in his mooth. It might be possibile to teach a
dog 1o carry & mutton chop without eating it;—and per-
haps an aboriginal might be found who after many les-
sons would not swallow all the wine,

Children ef mixed breed,— ol white fathers and black
mothers are found, lut do not become o race as they
have done in the wesicen world. 1 have scen and heard
of instances in which gics so0 born have Deen brought
up as domestic servants, Dot it seems that they always
refurn to the Dush and become some black man's gin—
or strive to do so. L heard of one girl who had been
traincd to dake care of children till she was foureen
She had never Enown snvape life, and had become doctle
and aflfectionate,  But st fourieen she vanished inta the
Lauish, In angtlier house I saw a girl about fourteen wait-
ing at tnble, and wis told that she had made repeated
attempls at eseape. | ventured to adk the lady by what
right she was retained, and how caught when she liad
fled.  The lady laughed at my scruples as to retention,
pnd told me with o boast that she could always pat a
Llack fellow on the girl's track il she made an attempt.
Hure at any rote wos something like slavery,—for the
gitl was not apprenticed, nor her position recognised by
any legal transfer of service. Bhe had been picked up,
and bred, and fed, and used kindly,—and was now the
possession of the lady. When a little older no doult she
will escape and become o gin.

I once asked o member of parliament in one of the
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colonies and a magisimte what he would do,—or rather
what he would recommend me to do,—if stress of cir-
cumstances compelled me to shoot a Black man in the
bush. Should I go to some nearcst police station, as
any one would do who in self-defence hod shot a white
man;—or should T go on rejoicing as though 1 had shot
a tiger or killed a deadlv spakel His advice was. clear
and explicit. *Na one but o fool would say anything
about 1"  The aboriginal therefore whom you are called
on to kill,—lest he should Lill you or your wife, or be-
cause ho spears your eattle,—is to ke to you the same
as a Hger or a snake. But this woold be in the back dis-
tricts, far away from lowns, in which the binck man Das
not yor Jeammed to be a fine penfleman with dignified
deportment, barely toking the trouble to open his mouth
as he asks for sixpence and tobacco,

There can be no doubt that the law does hardly
reach him in these distant distrcts for purposes either
of punishment or protection.  He cannol be numbercd
up and classified. If he disappears his absence is known
only to his tribe, who do not recognise our law, and
will not ask for its interference. He cannot be traced.
The wvery hue of his face prevents evidence os to his
identity. He cannot be found, and he is never missed,
The distant squatter, whom he attacks or whose hoasts
he kills, knows that he must be red-handed himself, or
that the black man will go enpunished;—and he knows
too that unless some black mon be punished, life for
him on his distant run will be impossible, It is not for
petty pilferings that ke is concerned; —Dbut for life and
the means of living. The black men in his neighbour-
hood have determined to be his enemies, and as cnemics
lie feels himsell bound to treat them. No doubt he is
unscrupulous,—but scruples won't serve his turn.  He



QUEENSLAND, Ty

has come Lo & country in which savage life prevails,—
and he finds it necessary 1o be, not savage; but ruthliess.

In saying so much [ hove endeavoured to state the
case fairly between the squalter and the aboriginal; for
the real question at issue now lies between them. And
I find that it resolves itself to this;—hod the first Eng-
lish scttlers any right to take the country from the black
men who were its owners, and have the progressing
colonists who still go westward and northward in scarch
of fresh lands the right to drive the black men back,
seeing s e does that they cannot live togetherT If they
have no such right, —that iz, il they be morally wrong
to do it,—then has the whole colonizing system of Great
Britain becn wrong, not only in Australiz, bot in every
portion of the globe, And had Britain abstained from
eolonizing under the conwiction of conscientious scruples,
would il have been better [or the human race? Four
nations struggled for the possession of Anstraling, the
Portuguese, the Dutch, the French, and ourselvesi It
fell into our hands, chiclly through the enterprise and
skill of Captain Cool.  Should we have abstained when
we found that it was peopled,—and, so to gay, already
possessed]  And hod we done so should we have served
the cause of humanity!l I doubt whether any philan-
thropist will =ay that we should have abstained;—or
will think that had we done so the Australian aborigines
would at the present moment have fared better with
Duteh er French masters than they are now faring with
us. It is iheir fate to be sbolished; and they are already
vanishing, Mathing short of abstaining from encroaching
upon their lands,—abstaining that is from taking pos-
seszion of Auvsiralin could be of any service to then,
They have been treated, I think, almest invariably with
proffered kindness when first met, —but they have not
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wanted and have not understood the kindness. For a
time they would not submit at all, and now their sub-
mission is partial. In 1864 an expedition was made to
take cattle from Fockhampton overland to Cape Yook,
the northern extremily of Cuecenstand, by two brothers,
Frank and Alexander Jardine. ‘The cattde were then
driven up to save the lives of the ocowpants of & new
seltlement.  The enterprize was carried through with o
mirable spirit and final success after terrible difficultics:
But their progress was one conlinued batile with Llaclk
tribes; who Enew mothing of them, and who of eourse
regarded them as enemies.  Which party was to Lizme
for this bloadshed,—the Messrs, Jardine who were risking
their own lives to save the inhabitants of 4 distant settle-
ment,—or the poor blacks who were sirogpling apainst
unknown and encroaching cnemics? In this eose there
was ceriainly no cruclty, mo thoughtless arrogance; no
white man's indiference 1o the lives of black men,  The
Megsrs, Jardine would have Deen glad enough 1o have
made their progress without fighting baules, and fougln
when they did fight simply in sell-protection, And yet
the blacks were invaded, — most unjostly and cruelly as
ihey must have feli.

OF the Australian black man we may cerainly say
that he has to go. That he should perish without un-
necessary suffering should be the aim of all who are con-
cerned in the matter.  But no good can be done by
giving to the aoboriginal a character which he does not
deserve, or by speaking of the treatment which he re-
ceives in language which the facts do not warrant. .
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CHATTER V.
Lo,

Hrnewro my travelling had been chiefly by steam-
boal from one town along the coast toe another. From
Maryborough | determined to relurn W Drisbane by
copch, in order that [ might see Gympie, famous for its
gold, 1 found Marylorough to be an octive little town
with a good deal of business in the way of meat-presery-
ing, Gmber-sawing, and sugar-making, OF Queensland
supar-prowing I shall say a few words before I have
dene with the colony, as also of the Islanders, Polyne-
sians, or Canakers, who are now much employed in
Oueensiond, and whose  services are specially needed
among the sugar canes At present I will pursue my
Jodrmey on o Gymipic,

I hiad been very much ndvised against the coach, I
was told that the road, and the velacle, and the horses,
and the drving were s0 rough as to be unfit for & man
of my nge and anteécedents,  One anxious [ricnd im-
plored me not to upndenake it with an anxiety which
eould Tardly have been stronger had 1 been his grand-
father, 1 was, however, obstinme, and can now declane
that I enjoyed the drive most thoroughly. b lasted thnee
days, and ook me (hrough some marnificenl scenery.
Woodland countey in Australia,—and it must-be remem-
Lered that the Tandy occupicd are mostly woodland,—is
called either bush or serub, Woods which are open,
and passable,—passable at many rate for men on horse-
back,—are called bush. When the undergrowth becomes
thick and matted =0 ns (o be imprégnable withoul an
axe, it is serubs In Oueensland the scrubs are filled with
tropical planis,—long vine tendrild, palms, and the
parasite ig-trec,—and when a way has been cut through
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them the effect for a time is very lovely, The fault of
all Australian scenery is ity monotony. The eye after
awhile becomes fatipued with & landscape which at firse
charmed with s park:like aspect. One never gets out
of the trees, and then it rarely happens that water Jends
its aid to improve the view. Asa rule it mnst be ac-
knowledged that a land of forests is not a land of
Beauty. Some expericnce in tmvelling is needed Defore
this can be acknowledged, as every lover of nature is an
admirer of trees. But wnccasing trees, trees which con-
tinue around you from six in the morning till six ot
night, become a bore, and the traveller begins o remems-
ber with rogret the open charms of some cultivated plain,
I had to acknowledpge this monotony before 1 reached
Brishone;—but I acknowledged also the great Leauty of
the  zerubs, and found some breaks i the mountains
which were very grand.

But the wonder of the jonrney was in the badness of
the roads and the goodness of Lhe coachmanship. I hove
been cilled gpon by the work of my life to scc much
coaching, having been concerned for more than thirgy
years with the expedition of mails,—~and I remember
well the pood ofd patriotic John Buoll conviction that go
where one would round the world one could never find
o man to drive like the English mail-coachman of the
olden times. There was a fixed idea that coach-driving
wis a British accomplishment, and gquite beyond the
reach of any enc out of Britain.  Sinee that 1 have seen
something of driving over the Alps and other Eurepean
mountains; something also of driving in America; which
fessened my Deliel in the “unapproachabiliy” of the
excellence of the Englishman. I have now ravelled over
the Gympie road, and [ feel certain that not one of my
old friends of the box,-—and I lad many such friends—-
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wonld, on being shown thar ropd, have considered it
possible that o vehicle with four horses should have been
metdde to travel over it.  There s ofien no road, and the
caach is taken at random through the forest. Not un-
frequently o fallen tree blocks wp the track, amd the
coach i squeezed through some siding which malkes it
necessary for the Jeader to be gaing one way while the
voach is going another.  But the great miracle is in the
sudden pitches, looking as though they were almost per-
pendicular, down which the coach is taken,—and then
the equally sharp ascents,--not straight, but at a sharp
nngle,—up and round which the coach is whirled. The
art of driving on such roads depends very much on the
fizor,  The vehicle is supplied with strong machinery for
dragging the hind wheels, so as 'almost aliogether 1o stop
their rotation,—and this the coacliman manages with his
right foot. I heard of warious accidents to the coach,
lut of none lo passcogers. I at any rate went throogh
in safety, and I recommend others to make the journey.
We slept during the night between Gympig and Brishane
at a place called Cobl's Camp, at which the pleasant
manners of the pretty German hostoss almost atoned for
the miraculous profusion of fleas. It may be as well to
observe here, that all stage-coaches in Anstralia and
Wew Zealand are called Cobl's coaches,—one Cobl, an
American, having started o vast Lusiness in the coaching
line. Two or three different companies now carry on
the trade through the colonies. I here pronousce my
opinion that the man who drove me from Cobb's Camp
io Brsbane was the best dover of four horses [ oover
saw. Had he been a fintle Jess uncouth in his manners,
I shoold have told him what T thought of him.

The coach journey from Maryborough to Brisbane

takes three days; but as I stayed a day at G}mp:c. and
Awrrraltiv st New Fealamill £
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lelt Maryborough the evening before the coach, T was
for days and a night on the rond, T travelled the [rst
twenty miles in an open boat up the Mary River, with a
gentleman who owned the boat, and who had got to-
pether & crew of Polynesian rowers. None of the party
however had made the journey before; and as it was
done in the dark, and as the river 15 in part crowded
with rocks, and ag both I and my friend went to slecp
while we were steering, and as we had to land at e spot
which was in no way different from any other spol on
the river bank, we were not without the excitement of
sgome litile difficulties. When we were ashore we had o
walk a couple of miles through the forest in search of
the village in which we were to sleep, a place called
Tiaro, and when we found it, about two in the morning,
the first innkeeper whom we knocked uwp, a German,
took us for bushrangers and would not let us im.  But
there wos a Gecond innkeeper who was more courageous,
who gave us brandy and water and lLeds, and who had
been Butler in the house of a friend of mine at home,—
or, rather, of my friend's father, e sent home many
messages to Mr, John, and declared himsell 10 be happy
in his. new carcer.  The next moming, before the coach
came up, he tock us round to see the institutions of the
place. The most wonderful institution was 2 butcher
who had lagely established himsell there, and who was
loading a cart with meat to send round to families on
the river bank. A year or two since he was lieutenant
in an Enplish regiment, but did not find that o be a
lucrative business. I hope he may be more successful
with his new trade in the bush. His life T should think
must be desolate; far he had mo wife, and seemed (o
live all alone among his carcasses.

Now [or Gympie and its gold. Gympie in its early
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days was a- great rush;—which means that when first
the tidings were spread abont through the colonies that
gold was [ound at Gymmpie, the sudden flecking of miners
to the place was wvery preat. In those days, some ten
years apo, when o new mush came ount, the difficalty of
supplying the men was excessive, and everything was
consequently very dear, The ru.hes were made to spots
in the middle of the forest, to which there were no
roads, and to which camiage therefore was very difficult.
In addition 1o this, men half-intoxicated with the pro-
fusion of pold, which is Loth the eause and consequence
of a mew rush, are determined 1o have, not comforis, for
they are unattainable, bot luxoriés which can be carried.
A pair of sheets will be out of the gquestion, but cham-
pagne may be had. In this way a singular mode of life
seems o have cstablished itself,—and the more singular
in this, that the chympagne clement dogs not seem o
have interfered with work.  The miners when they are
mining do not drink. Men drink at the gold-fields whe
are about 1o mineg, or who have mined, or who are hav-
ing a “spellF—what we would call a short holiday. Dot
they do mot drink at their work,—will frequently work
from Monday to Saturday, donking nothing but tea,—
having a fixed and whelecsome opinion that work and
play should be kepl separate,  And it may be well to
remark here that Austealian miners are almost invariably
courteous and civil. A drunken man is never agrecable;
but even a drunken miner is rarely quamelsome.  They
do not steal, and are rough rather than rowdy. It seemed
to me that very little care was taken, or was necessary;
in the preservation of pold, the men trusting each other
with great freedom.  There are quarrels about claims
for land,—and a claim 18 sometimes unjustly *jumped.”
The jumping of a claim consists in taking pgfuusiun of
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the land and wocks of absent miners, who are presumed
Ly their absence to have deserted their claims. But such
bickerings rarely lead to persomal violence,  “The miners
do not fight and knock each other aboul. They make
constant appeals to the government officer,—the polico
magisirate; or, above him, to the gold commissioner of
the district,—and they not unfrequently po o law, They
do not punch vach cther's heads,

Al the besinning of 2 mish the work consists, 1 think
always, in alluvial wnshing, Some lucky mon or sel of
men,—three or four wgether probally,—"prospecting
about the couniry, come upon gold, “This ey are bound
to declare to the government, and it is now thoronghly
understood by minces that it is for their interest to de-
clare it. The “prospecter” is then rewarded by Deing
allowed to lake up two or three men's ground, a5 the
case may be,  And every miner s allowed to take up a
ceriain fixed share of ground on the sole condition {hat
it has not already been taken up by any other miner,
and that gold has been found in the neighbourhood.
LBut the *“prospecter” has the double advaniage of choos-
ing his ground where gold has certainly been found, and
of having more ground than any of his neighbours, And
this prospecting mey go on fron one side of a hill @
another, or from one patch of ground to another,  'The
original “prospecter” of Gympie had a large pecuniary
reward besides his double claim; bul at Gympic there
have been many “prospecters,” whose shalts, as a rule,
ar. placed in the middle of others bearing the same
name, belonging o men who have followed the pro-
gpecter,  Thus there will Le Smithficld  ®prospecting
claim,” and the Smithficld Number Cne, north, and Num-
ber I'wo and Three, north; and on the other side the
Smithfeld Numbers One, Two, and Three, south.
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But before there were any shalls Gympie was greal
with surface washing.  The auriferous carth was dug up
out of gullies, erceks, and holes, and was then washed
out by crodles. e gold crodle has been so ofien de-
geribed as to make it hardly worth the readers. while to
have the deseription repeated to him, Puddling for gold
I will attempt to explain when I come to the New South
Wales pold-felds. At Gympie, when I was there, the
search Tor gold had taken the phase of regular mining in
rock recfs, Shafts are sunk to the necessary depih,—
say, perhaps, two hundred feet, aurtferows rock
or guart: is drawn up in bBuckets by whing or wheels
worked Dby horsez.  This rock iz taken to a quartz-croshe
ing machine—which consists of fiftecn or lwenty stump-
ers, which are worked, by steam.  The stone is thrown
under the stampers, and is crushed Dy them almost fo
powder in & stream of water. The water carries the
atoms through wire gouges en to o sloping Led, which
is covered with fannel spread with qmckil.h::r. And
there are troughs filled with quicksilver across the Deds.
The quicksilver coliccts the gold, which is aferwards
separated from it in a retort,  So the gold is got out of
o quartz-reel but 1 have been assured that as much as
twenty-five per cent. of the pold cscapes with the refose
or is carried down by the water in the shape of minutely
thin, floating gold-eaf. That there is gold in the refuse,
or tailing a% it is called, is Enown; but the re-working of
it had not a3 yet been found to be o paying busincss
when T was at Gympie,

An ounce of gold to o ton of raised quartz will, as
a male, pay very well. OF course this calculation cannot
be taken to be applicalile 1o all reefs, as the expense will
be very various in different mines. At the New Zealand
prospect shafi, down which I was taken, they were then
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getting six ounces of gold 1o the ton of stone,—so that
the shareholders were prospering greatly. ‘These mines
or shafts are penerafly held by small companies of per-
haps four or five cach. Véry linle capital is required
for the commenccment of the work;—just enowgh 10 put
up a little woodwork, buy o horse or two, and keep the
men going,—who are the shareholders themselves—till
they find pold or give up the claim as worthless. A
miner while at this work will live on 125 o week, and
the sharcholding mincr will probably be in partnership
with anolher man who is earning miner's wapes ot some
other claim. These¢ wages mun from £2 105 o0 L3 a
~week. The two men therefore will live out of the sum
earned by the one, and have a residuc to throw into the
expenses of their joint speculation.

I was astonished at the small amount of mochinery
used in comporison with the largeness of the proceeds.
Indeed there was none except that applicd 1o the per-
fectly distinet "operation of crushing. ‘The crushing is
done by a distinet company, and the charge made at
Gympie when 1 was there was 21 0d. for a ton of
gpuartz.  The water is pumped up by horses, and not
pumped by steam. The quarts is dragoed up by horses.
Mo company of miners crushes for itself. Al seemed io
be in a liltle way, alihough in some few instances the
profits were vory large,  Different reasons for this were
given; but the real reason was the precarious nature of
the work, making it incxpedient for the miner to risk a
large outlay on operations the productiveness of which
may be bronght to an end on ony day. I it were not
for this, the varicus hittle bands of men would no doubt
club together, so as to acquire space for machinery,—
for the claims as at present divided are not large engugh
to permit the erection of buildings for steam power;—
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and the heavy work of hifting and pumping could be
done with a very great decrease of expense. But the
gold found in any shaft may come to an end any day,
—and then the money invested wounld be lost

I have spoken of a happy family of miners,—of men
who were getting six ounces of gold to every ton of
quartz, and were realising, perhaps, £10 a2 day per man.
They were a rough, civil, sober, hardworking lot,—four
or five as I think, who were employing some four or five
cthers, expericnced minérs, al £3 a week each. Among
such o company it is impossible to recognise the social
rank of each, There are what we call *gentlemen” and
what we call “workmen”  But they dress very much
alike, work very much alike, and live very much alike.
And, after awhile, they look very much alike, The ordi-
nary miner who come perhaps from Cornwall or North-
yumberland, and whose father was a miner before him,
pets o lift in the world,—as regards manners and habits
as well ns position.  The “gentleman,” cven though in
the matier of gold he be w lucky gentleman, gets a cor-
respending fall, He loses his gentility, his love of clean-
lingss, hiy case of words, his grace of bearing, his pre-
ference for good company, and his social exigencies.
There pre some who will say that these things lost con-
stitute o gain,—and that as long as the man is honest
and diligent, eamning his bread by high energy and run-
ning a chance of making o fortuneg, he is in every way
doing Letter for himself than by thinking of his tub of
cold water, his dress coal and trousers, his last new novel,
and his next pretty girl. 1 eannot agree with these, I1dle
gentility doulstless is despicable. Idle, penniless, indcbred
gentility, gentility that will not work but is not ashamed
10 barrow, pentility that disports itsell ot clubs on the
generosity of toiling fathers, widowed mothers, and good-
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natured uncles and aunts, is as low a phase of life as
any that can be met. From that the rise 1o the position
of a working miner is very preat indecd.  But gentiliy
itself,—~the combination of soft words, soft manners, and
soft hands with manly beaving, and high courage, and
intellectual pursuits,—is a possession in itsell =0 valuablc,
and if once laid aside so difficult to Le regained, that it
should mever be dropped without & strugple. 1 should
be sorry to see o man I loved working in 4 gold-mine,
gorry to see him successful in a gold-mine,—doubly sorry
to see lim unsuccessiul, which has been the lot of by
far the majority of enterprising pentlemen who  have
sought forune on the Australian gold-helds,

I have spoken of o happy family,—but most of the
mining familiés at Gympie were not so blessed,  There
WErE, pE'rh:Lpﬁ, fifty or sixty recling claims at Gympie, in
which mining was acipally in progress when I was there,
but T did not hear of above ten in which gold was being
found to give more tham average wages, and I heard of
many from which no gold was forthcoming. This claim
had been abandoned,—that other was abiout worked out,
—a third had been a mere flash in the pan,—at a fourth
they had not got deep enough, and did not know that
they ever would or could go deep enough, though they
were still working hard with o returns;—at a fifth the
gold would not pay the expenses;. The stranger is of
course token to see the more successful ventures, and
the thick streaks of gold which are shown him among
the pet lumps of rock, kept by the miness in huge boxes
iniead of Being thrown out among the unguarded heaps
of quartz, produce a strange fascination, Where is the
man who would not like to have a chest three times as
big o5 a coffin full of such noble stomes?  But the tra-
veller who desires to understand Gympic or any other
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digging, should endeavour to see the failures alse. It is
by no means every liltle wooden shanty near the mouth
ol a shaft that has sueh a box so filled. The unfortunate
omes are miot far to scek,—and they are very unfortunate
{thougl almost invariably brove, It seems to be an ynder-
stood thing among Austmlian gold-diggers that a man is
not io be quernlous or downhearted in his plaints. They
art frec enongh in speaking either of thér good or bad
foriune,—will own vither 1o the ene fact of L1o a day,
or to the other that they hiave not camed a braoss farthing
for the last three weeks;—but they neither whine nor
exuit. They are gamblers who koow how to Bear the
fortunes of the table.

Frobably the class of minaes which as a class does
boest §s that of experienced men who work for wapes
A good man, who has cither come out from England
a5 a miner, or has learned his tade in Califernia, or the
colonies, con generally earn £2 108 or £3 a week. For
this B st work underpround nine or ten hours a day,
But he can live very cheaply,—for 124, or 155 a week,
—and yet, as far as bread and meat and tea are cons
cerned, can live plenteously.  To such 4 man two or
three hundred pounds is a fortune, and he may cam his
fortune very quickly, In ten years' time a man intent
upon his object, and able lo resist temptation, might
return with £1,0000  Bot unfortunately this is not the
object on which they are intent, and they do not resist
temptation. They sll want to work for themselves, and
generally, as I have said before, put their savings into
other mines,—or rather live on their 125, 2 week, in g.der
that they may speculate with the money they save. The
miner who works for himsell and runs the hazard of the
work is regarded as a2 higher being than he who con-
tents himseli with wages. Men will tell you that the
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real miner always “pocs an his own hook” This feeling
apd the remote chance of great wealth stand in the way
of that permanent success which the working miner might
otherwise enjoy.

And probably the class of miners which as a class
does worst is that composed of younp gentlemen who
go to the digpings, led away, as they fancy, by o spirit
of adventure, but more generally, perhaps, by a dislike
of homely work a3t home, An office-stool for six or
cight hours a day is disagrecable to them, or the pro-
fession of the law requires too constant a strain, or
they are sick of attending lectires, or they have neglected
the hospitals;—and o they go away to the diggings,
They soon bécome as dirty as genwine diggers, but they
do not quickly learn anything but the dirt.  They strive
to work, but they cannot work alongside of experienced
miners, and consequently they go to the wall, They are
treated with no contempt, for all men at the diggings
are free and equal,  As there is no gentility, such men
pre not subject to any repronch or ill-usage on that score.
“The miner does not expect that any airs will be assumed,
and takes it for granted that the young man will not sin
in that direction.  Our “gentleman,” therefore, is kindly
treated; but, nevertheless, he goes 10 the wall, and be-
comes little betler than the scrvant, or mining hodsman,
ol some mince who knows his work. erhaps he has a
little money, and makes things eqgual with a pariner in
this way; bat they will not long be equal,— for his money
will go quicker than his experience will come. On one
gold-field 1 found a young man whom T had known a1
home, who had been at school with my sons, and had
frequented my honse. I saw him in front of his livle
tent, which he occupied in partnership with an experienced
working miner, eating a beefsteak out of his frying-pan
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with his claspknife. The occupation was not an alluring
one, but it was the one happy moment of his day. He
was occupied with his companion on a claim, and his
work consisted in trundling a rough windlass, by which
dirt wag drawn up out of & lolé, They had found no
pold as yet, and did not seem to expect to find it. He
had na friend near him but his mining friend,—or mats,
as he called him. 1 could not but think what would
happen to him if illness came, or if his mate should find
him too far removed from mining capability. He had
been softly nuriored, well educated, and was a handsome
fellow to boot; and there hie was eating o nanseous lump
of beef out of a greasy frying-pan with his pocket-knife,
just in [ront of the contiguous blankets strefehed on the
ground, which constituted the beds of limself and his
pompanion, 1t may be that he will strike gold, and
make a fortune. 1 hope so with all my heart. But my
strong and repeated advice to all young English pentle-
men is to resort to any homely mode of eamning their
bréad in preference to that of seeking gold in Australia,

I do not believe that gold-secking in Australia has
Leen remunerative to any class of men as a class,  The
gold found is sold to the mint or to the banks at prices
varying from £'3 10s to L4 a2s the ounce. L3 157
the ounce may perhaps be taken as an average price.
I have becn ossured by those whose profession it has
been to leok into the matter that all the gold in Australia
has been raised ot an expense of not less than £5 the
ounce.  For myself, I can only say that I fully helieve
the statement.  The caleulation is one which cannaot be
made with such accuracy as to afford statistics in the
matter, It is impossible to say at what price gold has
Leen raised: If all the capital cxpended eounbd be
known,—expended not only in work, but in bringing
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gold-seekers into the country,—still it would be impos- -
sible to estimate the valug in wages of the time and
work which have been consumed. ‘Uhis, however, iy
clear, that if o man could bave earnced £5 whilst he
has Deen getting on ounce of rold to be sold for £3
1375, he has raised that gold at £'5 the ounce, and has
thus lost L1 5e by the vemture. And if, s was the
cise in the carly days of pold-digging, his living during
his gold work cost him tos more than would have done
his living at other employment, then he rascd his gold
at £5 105 the ounce, and lost £1 150 by the venture
All rates of wapes and cost of living were so thrown
out af pear throeorhout the colonies by the carly gold
rushes, that po exact caleulation can be made. Shearers
demanded and gor £ 10 a hundred for shearing sheep,
whereas the present price moy be about i7s 04 a
hundred. L1 a-day was by 0o means extravagant wages
for a pgroom. Everything for a while was on the same
footing, becawse cvery man was lavght to Delieve that
he had only to rush to the gold-fields 1o pick up a for-
tume. Buot the men who picked up fortunes are very
rare. One never meefs them.  Dut the men who just
failed during this time 0 pick up fortunes meet one at
every comer. “Ah says ong, “il T had pone away
from such and such a rush when I had that £ 70007
ST might hove walked off with £ 12,000 aftier the fist
three months at Ballaorat,” says a secomd.  “T had
L£15000 at one time out of Ophir, =ays a third.
“Gympie wis Gympie when 1 was rolling up £2,000 a
month,” siys a fourth. Of course 2 question is asked as
to what has become of these grand sums.  The answer
is always the same, though probably not always strictly
true, The fortuncs already made have been lost in
pursuit of greater fortunes. It is pot admitted that the
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money has been spent in oseless, new-fangled luxuries;
bitt that much has been so spent s certain. The Pheenix
who has made his fortune at the diggings, and kept it,
is & bind hardly to be found on Australian ground.
Gympic as a town was o marvellous place, and to
my eyes very interesting, though at the same time very
ugly. [Its population was said to consist of about six
thousand souls, Lot 1 found throughout the country that
no statement of the population of a gold-field could be
taken as accurate. The men go and come so quickly
that the changes connot be computed. It consists of &
long sirest stretching more thon o mile,—up and down
hill,—without a single house in it that looked as though
it had been boilt to last ten years.  And probably no
house had been built with any such ambition, although
Gympie is now more thon ten years old, The main
sireet contains stores, banks, public-houses, o place of
worship or two, and & few cating-houses. They are
framed of wood, one storey high, generally built in the
first place as sheds with a gable-end to the sirect, on to
which, for the sake of importance, a rickely wooden
Mgade las been attached. The howoses of the miners,
which are seldom mece than huts, are scattered over the
surrounding little hills, here and there, as the cone
venience of the men in regard to the diffcrent mining
Maces has prompted the builders. Al around are 1o be
seen the holes and shallow excavations made by the
original digrers, and seattered among them the bipper
heaps which have been made by the sinking of deep
shafts,  When a mine is being worked there is o rough
wooden windlass over it, and at o shorlt distance the
circular track of the unfortunate horse who, by his
rotatory motion, pulls the buckets up with the guartz,
and lets them down with the miners.  Throughoot all
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there stands the stunted stumps of decapitated trees,
giving the place a look of almost unearthly desolation.
At a distance beyond the mine-shafts are to be seen the
preat forests which stretch away on every side over
almost unlimited distance. If at any place one is
tempted to quote the “aurum irrepertum et sic melius
situm,” it is at such a place as Gympie.

There is a hospital, and there are gchools, which are
well attended, and, as I have beflore said, various places
of worship. I put up at an inn kept by a captaim,
which I found to be faidy comfortable, and by no means
expensive.  There were a crowd of men there, all mare
or less concerned in the search of pold, with whom I
found myself to be quite iptimate before the second
night was over; and from whom,—as from everybody at
Gympie,—I received much civility, and many invitations
to drink brandy and water.

CHATTER VL
Bipuadiers and ibgir Tromlbilos,

UspovnsreoLy the swaple of Australitn wealth is
awool, and the growers and buyers and sellers of
Australian wool are the chief men of the colonies.  In
Queéensland, when [ was there, six out of the seven
ministers of the Crown were sguatters, men owning mins
for sheep or cattle. Though many squatters—probably
the majority,—confine themselves to sheep, very féw of
those who breed cattle do not keep sheep alio. ‘The
cattle are reared chicfly for home consumption. The
wool is all exported. As wool goes up or down in the
London markets, so does the prosperity of Australin
vacillate. Any panic in commercial matters of Europe
which brings down the price of wool,—as panics have
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done most cruelly,—hall ruins the colonics. Sheep sink
in value from 10r and 72 64, 2 head 1o 41 or 25
Squatters' rung bDecome valueless and unsaleable, and
the smaller squatters, who are almost invaniably in debc
to the merchanis, have to vamish. Then, when trade
becomes stendy again and wool rises, sheep agoin resume
their former value, and the rich men who during the
panie have taken up almost desersed sheep-walks be-
come richer and richer.

The great drawback to the sqoatter's prosperity 15 Lo
be found in the faet that a large proportion of them
commence 1 rreat bosiness with very insufficient capiral
A man with £ 5,000 undertakes to pay £ 30,000 for a
rum, and finds himsell cnabled to enter in wpon the pos-
gesgion of perhaps forly thousand sheep and the head
station or house which has been built. To all outward
appearance he i the owner, He manapes everything.
He employs and pays the varions hands. He puts up
fences and erects wash-pools.  He buys and sells flocks.
He makes great bales of wool which he sends to Syd-
ney, to Melbourne, or to London as he pleases.  Any
rise in the price of wool is his good fortune, any fall is
his ¢alamity, Bt still he is little more than the manager
for others. He has probably bought his run from a
bank or from o moerchant's howse which has held a
mortgage on it before, and the mortgape s continued.
He has simply pud away the £5000 (o make the
security of the mortgage commercially safe. At home
when we speak of meorpgaped property we allude as o
rile 1o some real cstate in Jand or houses. The squat-
ters real estate is penerally very small—and, as I shall
explain presently, -the smatler the better,  The property
mortgaged consists of the squatter’s sheep,—and of his
precarious night to feed his flocks on certain large tracts
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of land, wiich are the property of the puldic, and which
arg for the most part open to purchase, He is not
therefore in reality left to himsell in the management
of his business, as would be a land-owner in Enpland
who had mortgaged the land which he either firmed
liimsselfl or let to a tenant.  In such case the seeurity of
the mortgage would resi on the land, and the farmer
would conduct his [rming operations without 1l or
hindeance. It is far otherwise with the squatter.  The
security he hos given rests on his wool, and the price
of his wool therefore must pass through the hands of
the merchant 1o whom the debt is due. Nor can he
lessen his stock of sheep without accounting o the
merchant for the price of the sheep sold. The merchant
15 of course bound to see that the security on which his
money has been advanced is not impaired.  Con-
sequently the whole prodice of the run goes inlo the
merchants honds. When the wool is sent off—say
direct to London, —an estimated sum on account of its
vilue is placed to the squatter's credit.  When the wool
has been sold the balance is also placed to his credit.
But the money docs not come inte his hands, The
same rule prevails very generally in regard to sheep
sold, Consequently the sguatter’s prodoce all goes from
lim, and he is driven to draw upon the merchants for
the money necessary 1o maintain his station, to pay his
wages, and to live, It would appear at first sight as
though the squatter could lose nothing l.lj-' such an ar-
raryement.  As soon as the merchant receives the money
for the woal, the squatter ceases to be charged with in-
terest for so much. And when a sum is advanced to
him, he again pays interest for so much,— according to
the terms which may exist between him and thoe mer-
chant. ‘The rale of interest may be cight, nine, or ten
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per cent, according to the value of the original sccurity,
But in addition to this the merchant adds 2 commission
of two and a hall per cent, on every new advance, —so
that the squatter in giving up his peoduce pays off a
debt Learing say eight per cent interest, and in drawing
money o defeay bis expenses incurs fresh delt at say
ten and a half per cent interest.  IF things go well with
Iimy, he may no doubd free himself even at this e, I
lie can sell his wool and sheep every year for £0,000,
and carry on his station for £ 3,000, he will gradually,
—Dt very slowly,—lessen his debt in spite of the in-
torest which ke pays. And be will live and the mer-
chant will probably not distwrls him. I everything
should po well with him,—il his' ewes Lo prolific, if
disenses 0 mot decimate his flock, if neither droughts
nor Noods oppress him, iF wool maintain its price, il he
cling to his work and bLe able to deny himsell the re-
creation ‘of long absences from his station,—he may sue-
ceed in working himself free. Dut against o man so
cirewmstanced the chances are very strong.  Sheep are
subject to disecases.  Lambing is nol always prosperous.
Drought and fieods do prevail in Anstralia.  And the
price of wool vacillates wonderfully,—very wonderfully
o the eyes of a non-commercial man who observes that
whatever happens in the world men still wear ccats and
tropgers. And when these misforiunes come they fall
aliogether on the squatter whao has begun by owning
only onc-sixth of the property, and mot at-all on the
mierchant who haoy owned the other five-sixths. At such
periods,—when misfortune comes,—the squalter's debt
begins to swell instead of dwindle. The produce will
not pay for the expenses and the ever-running intercst.
The thousands down in_the baook begin to mugment,

and the merchant Legins to see that he must, secure
Awrfratin e New Zealioal, £ T
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himsell, Then the station passes into other hands,—
into the hands probably of some huge station-owner,
who, having commenced life as a shepherd or o drover,
has now stations of his own all over the colonies, and
money to advance on all such properiics,—and our
friend with his £ 5000 vanishes away, or becomes per-
haps the manager with a fixed salary of the very sheep
which he used to consider his own.

For & squatter of the true commercial kind not to
owe money 1o 115 merchant or his banker 35 an onosoal
circumstance ,—unless he be one who has stuck to his
work till he 15 able to lend insiead of bomow. The
normal, and I may almost say the proper, condition of
a squatter is indebledness to some smount.  The Dusi-
ness of squatting would he very restricted, country life
in Australia very different from what it is, the amount of
wool produced for the benchit of the world wolully
diminished, and the extension of enterprise over new
lands altogether checked, if no eapital were to be invested
in the pursuit of squatting except that owned h}' the
squatters themselves. No doubt this, the preatest interest
ef Australia, has been created and fastered by the com-
bination of squatters and merchants. If the squatter
commencing business can do so owing no more than
half the walue of his run he will probably do well, and
in time pay off his debt. If the man with £35.000 will
content himsell with 12,000 sheep instead of joooa, and
will borrow another &£ 5,000 instead of £ 25,000, he will
find that there is something like a fair partnership be-
tween himself and the merchant, and that pradually his
partner will be unnecessary to him.  His partner, while
the partnership lasts, will be getting at least ten per cent,
for his money, but in such a condition of things the
squatter will get twenty per ceot for his money, No
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doubl” there will slill be risks, from which the lown
panner will be comparatively free,—Dbut unless theee
come heavy misforlunes indeed these nisks will not break
the squatter's back if his burden be no heavier than that
above described.

The amount of debt in some stations i5 enOrmous,
and the total interest paid, including bank charges, com-
mission, and what not, frequently amounts Lo twenty per
cent.  When this stale of things arises, the nonunal
squatter enjoys a certain seewrity arising from the ambi-
tious importance of his indcbtodness,—doe cven to his
own absolute insolvency. Were the merchant to s€1] him
ap and get cid of him, more than half the debr must be
written. off a3 absolutely bad.  In such cascs it may be
better too maintain the squatter, on condition that he will
work the station. "The squatter is maintiined,—and lives
like other squatiers a jolly Tife. The rate at which his
house i3 kept will depend rather on the number of the
sheep to be shorn than on his own income.  He has no
income, Dbut the station is mainiained, and among the
cxpenses of the slation are his wife's dresses and his own
brandy and water.

I don't know that there can be a much happier life
than that of a squalter, if the man be fairly prosperous,
and have natural aptitudes for country occupations. He
showld be able to ride and 1o shoot,—and to sit in a
bugry all day without inconvenience. e should be
social,—for he must entertain often and be entertained
by other squatters; but he must be indifferent to society,
for he will live awoy from towns and be often alone
with his family. He must be able to command men,
and must do so in a frank and easy fashion,—not ar-
rogating to himsell any great superiority, i::.:l: with full

i
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power Lo let those around him kaow that he is master,
He must prefer plenty to loxury, and be content to have
things about him a litle rough. He must be alle to
brave troubles—for a squatier lias many tronbles. Sheep
will po amiss, Lambs will die. Shearers will sometimes
drink.  And the bullocks with the most needed supplics
will not always arrive a8 soon as they are expected.
And, above all things, the sjuatter should like mutton.
In squalters’ houses plenty always prevails, but that plenty
often depends upon tho sheep-fald. IT a man have (ose
gifts, and b young and cnergetic when he beging the
work, he will not lmve chosen badly in hecoming a
squatler.  The scnse of ownership and mastery, the con-
viction that he is the head and chiel of what is going on
around; the abscoce of any necessity of asking leave ar
of submitling to others,—these things in themselves add
a great charm to life. The squatter owes obedicnoe to
none, amd allegiance. only to the merchant;—who asks
no juesbions 5o long as the debt be reduced or not in-
creascd,  He gets up when he pleases and poes to bed
when lie likes. Though he should not own on acre of
the land around him, he may do what he pleases with
all that he sees. He may pat wp fencesd and knock them
down. He probably lives in the middle of 2 forest,—
his life is always called life in the bosh,—and he may
cut down any tree that he fancies, He las always horses
to ride, and o bupgy tosit in, and Lirds to sheoot at,
and kangaroos to ride after, He goes where he likes
and nobndy questions him:  There 15 probably no one
so big a5 himsell within twenty miles of him, and he s
proud wilh the conviction that he Enows how to wash
shecp betler than any squatter in the colony. Dut the
joy that mostly cndears his life to him is the joy thot he
need not dress for dinner.
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Queensiand is divided into settled and unseltled dis-
tricts, of which the senled districts include only a very
small pertion as compoared with the immense area of the
whole colony., Ti comprises the coast line mnning back
in some places hardiy more than twenty miles, and in
others, in which the space is broadest, hardly more than
two lundred,  The Taw in regard to the tenure of Japd
within these so-called settled and unsettled districts 15 ¢
différent ,—the. chief difference consisting in this, thak
half of evéry run within the settled districta is open to
purchase by any selecters after the fashion described in
o previous chapter. In the unsettled distnicts no such
privilege was pranted by the law of 1808, becavse no
such privilege would have been of nse. Noo intending
apgriculmrist, purposing to fix his family amd to live on
a portion of land for which money must be paid, would
dream for some years to'come of fixing his abode and
sowing Nis seed beyond the line as marked by goven-
ment,  MNor would the survey of such lands have availed
anything. There the squatters reign supreme,— more
supremely even than the "squatter nearer to civilisation,
Ttat the very distance of liis station makes his existence
Iess Dmportant to the colony than that of his nearer
Lrother. His enterprise is not so great, though his courapge
and perseverance may be quite equal.  The Darling
Downs are within the ling of the setled districts, and
beyond them 1 did not go.

It muzt be understood, therefors, that the run of the
Darling Diowns sguatier is open to sale, and that he
has been terribly injured in his otherwise prospeous
career by the luw of 1868, which devoled half of has
run 1o freg-selection. But the free-selecter who hos most
injured the Darling Downs squatter is the squatter him-
self, and for this renson 1 said that the less land the
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siualler owned himself the better. The land selectad on
the Darling Downs distriet greatly exceeds in area that
purchased in any other, but the squatters have themselves
made the selections.  In 1868, the year in which the
land law was passed, 57,070 acres of lind were sold in
Clueensland by the povernment Of this srea no less
than 41,680 acres, or nearly four-hfths of the whole,
- werg purchased on the Darling Downs, It has been
stated that any man may select 1o,280 acres for himself.
The man's =om, or brother, or father, or partner, of
friend,—or the man’s Mrs. Hamsg, if he can mise a Mrs
Harris,—can do the same.  Now, in their hatred of free-
selecting neighbours, these great sguatters of the Darling
Downs have in many cases thought themssives com-
pelled te become purchasers of land on their own runs
to the full extent given them by the bw,—not because
they wanted to possess the land in fee, but in order that
pthers might not come mnear them and disturh them.
Anyihing to them wis befter than a free-selecting catile-
dealer ar thelr gates.  'Fhey have, therefore, porchased
land by tens of thousands of acres.  Each parloer in a
run has purchased hkis ten thouszand, and there have been
many Mrs. Harrises, The Mrs, Harris system is generally
called dummying,—putting up a non-existent free-selecter,
—and 15 illegal. Dut 1 belicve no onc will deny that it
has beén carmied to a grest extent.  In this way o vost
extent of country has fallen into the hands of squatlers,
s0 a5 to become veritably their own, i the due instal-
ments are paid to the Crown as they become due. If
a oquatting firm~for the larger stations are generally
held by firms, or by two or three of o family together,—
should have thus purchased, say 40,000 acres of cven
the lower class of pastoral land, lind to be purchased
within ten yéars at Od. an acee in each yoar, £ 1,000
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a-year would have to be paid to the Crown for those ten
years. But this payment would in no degrée Increase
the siuatter’s means. He would enjoy no power of pro-
ducing wealth from the land which was not his 1o the
game extent before,  His sheep would still run there os
his sheep ran before, But the squatter in but few cases
was prepared to make these payments out of his own
pocket. He was in partnership with the merchant, and
the merchant would genorally make the payment. Tt
the matter was of no great concern to the merchant him-
self. He was mot to be even part purchaser. He pays
the money annually, but charges the account with his
gight, ten, or twelve per cent according to his agree-
ment, and so the squatter’s debt is inereased from year
to year without any increase to the squatter’s means, It
may be imagined, therefore, how odions must be the
free-selecter to the squatter, although of all free-selecters
he is himself by far the most extensive,

I had heard much of all this before T went 1o the
Darling Downs, and I was prepared to hear the question
discussed. I canmot but think that it would have been
better to welcome the free-selecter,—to lave Jet him come
and select if lie would,—and to have endured him. In
1878, even if no new law should do so before, the half
of eich run not now open to selection will be in the
same category, and the same play must be played again.
The more [ have seen on the subject, and the more I
hawe heard, the more certain I feel that pastoral pursuits
in Queensland will wiot bear the cxpense of purchased
fond.  The very syslem of squatting is based on the idea
that the land shall be free —free with the exception of
some annual fee paid o the Crown for license to pasture.
‘The buying up of lands for agricultural purposes has
progressed, and must progress slowly, and the squatters
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feel secure in the fact that large purchases could not be
remunerative to anybody., No frec-sclecter, sclecting for
the purpoese of living en the agricultoral produce of his
land, could buy any great number of acres.  Gradually,
but very slowly, men of this closs would spread them-
selves over the seitled districts,—and it was the wise in-
tention of ithe colonial legislaiwre that they should be
encouraged to do so.  Gradually, Tt very slowly, the
siquatiers would be dnven back from the neighbourhood
of rising townships into the vast pasteral areas further
back from the coast line, Bat these men, the aristocracy
of the country, were impatient of such treatment, and too
proud 1o endure such neighbours; and fherefore they
have bought thie land themselves, ‘TUhey arpue that, as
the climate is unsoilable for daericuliural pursuilts,—as
wheat cannot be made to grow in (hese regions with any
permanent success,—the frec-selecting farmer cannot live
on his farm by henest labour, and that he will therefore
live dishonestly. The squatter declares that the normal
free-selecter makes his small purchase in order that he
may be enohled to steal cattio with impenity, and live
after that fashion. He will make any effort,—almost
any sacrifice,~ic keep the normal free-selecter from his
paddocks.

Undoubtedly, the crime of cautle-stealing,—of cattle-
stealing and sheep-stealing and horse-stealing,—is one of
the greatest curses of the Australian colonies, The pas-
tures are so extensive, and therefore so linle eapable of
being casily watched, that the thefis can always bhe made
withaut difficully, Every animal i bronded, and the
brands are all repigtered,  One never sees even an un-
branded horse in Australia, unless it be a wild animal in
the woods. Dut the brands are altered, or elze the car
casses are carried away while the skins are left. And
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there is undoubtedly a fecling in the pastora! districts of
Australia, among the class of men whe labour on the
land, that the squatter is fair game for such depredations.
We all know the difficulty which is felt in Ireland as to
pelting  evidence against the perpetrators of agrarian
violence, ‘There is the same difficulty in these colonies
with reference te the cattlestealer.  He has with him
much of the sympathy of all men of his own class,—and
there are many who do not dare to give evidence against
him. The law is scvere, but is too often inoperative
Very much that the squatter alleges against the frec-
sclecter is true, In arguing the question, as 1 have done
with many a squatter, I always took the part of the froe-
selecter, éxpressing o strong opinion that he was the very
man whom the colony should be most apxious to en-
courage, and yrgimg that if here ind there a frec-selecter
should become a thief, the Jaw should be made (o deal
with him;—Dbut not the less did T feel that (he genleman
with whom I might be conversing knew very well where
his own shoe pinchied him. A peculiar crime has grown
up in Australia-—and is attended Ly one of the worst
circumstances which can accompany crime. It has as-
sumed o goasi-respectability among the elass of men who
are tempted to commit it It is like smupgling, or illicit
diatillation, or sedition, or the seduction of women, There
iz litle or no shane attached to it among those with
whom the cattle-stealers live,  Tvis reparded as fafe war
by the small agriculturist against the ascendant squatter.,
A mon may be o cottle-stealer, and yef in his way a
decent fellow. I was ence standing by, over a kangaroo
which we had hunted, and which o free-selecter who had
made one in the hint was skinning. There were two of
three others also by, The man was o good sportsiman,
But I had been teld that he liked other people’s meat,
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“¥Waou have heard of the cattle-stealers, sir,” he said, look-
ing up at me. “This is the way they do it by moon-
light, I'm told.” He skinned the kangaroo with great
skill and quickness, and I was sure that he was no novice
at the business. He knew well enongh that by what he
did ond what he said he was owning himself to have
been a eattle-stealer, but he was not a bit ashamed of it
Mevertheless, I think the free-selecter should be wel-
comed as a farmer,—although it may often be neccssary
to punish him, or cven but to try to punish him asa
cattle-stealer, The more gencral he becomes, the less
necessary will it be for the squatters to depend for their
work on the nomad tribe of wandering men which infest
the pastoral districty.  The squatter’s work s of such a
nature that hie requires very few hands during, perhaps,
eight or nine months of the year,and a great many during
the other three or four. From the commencement of the
washing of his sheep to the packing of the last bale of
wool, all s hurry, scurry, and eager business on the sta-
tion. During those three or four months men are earn-
ing from him very high wages, and it is indispensable to
him that he should lave & larpe amount of skilled labour.
Through the other ecight or nine months, these men
vanish from the station, and bave to live flsl:wlul..r:,ﬂthl:r
on their savings, or on other labour,—or by & species of
beggary which is commeon in the colonies and the weight
of which falls altogether on the squatters.  Now the froe-
gelecter, who iz also a shearer, lias a home to go to, and
other pursuits of his own. This temporary work suits
his needs, and enables him to live on his bit of land
withouwt stéaling catile,  And then the free-selecter will
come whether he be welcomed or not,  As he 15 8 ne-
cessity, it must surely be wise to make the best of him.
'The nomad tribe of pastoral labourers,—efl men who
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profess to be shepherds, boundary-riders, sheep-washears,
shearers, and the like,—form altogether one of the strangest
institutions ever known in a Jand, and one which to my
eyves is more degrading and more injurious even than
that other institution of shecp-stealing. It is common to
all the Avstralizn colonies, and his arisen from the peneral
fecling of hospitality which is always engendered in a
new country by the lack of sulfcient accommeodation for
travellers.  dn the pastoral districts it is understood thot
when hospitality is demanded from a squatter it shall be
given. At small slations there are two classes of wel-
come.  The labouring man, with his “swag® over his
back,—the “swag" Leing his luggage, comprising pro-
bably afl the properly he has in the world,—is sent (o
the “hat™ “There is o hol at every station, Dted up with
bunks, in which the workmen sléep.  Here the wanderer
is allowed to stretch his blanket for the night,—and on
all sueh cecasions two meals are allowed to him.  He
has meat and foue in the moming, and meat and four
in the evening. Then he passes on his way. If the tra-
veller be of another description,—a squatter himsell, an
overseer journeying from one station to another, & man
who on any pretence cluims to be okin to gentlehood—
he is faken into the squatters house, ond sits at the
sipuatter's tnble, and has tea as well as bread and meat,
—and brandy and water, if brandy and water be the
family bevérnge. On large stations, at which the overseer
kos o separate residence, travellers of this soperior class
aré relegated to his house, and the great squatter hears
nothing about it,—except that he defrays the cost of the
enterlainment.  In this way o wide liospitality 15 exercised,
which has become proverbial; which, when thus de-
scribed, has an Arcadian charm about it which iz quite
refreshing to the imagination;}—but which has led w a
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terrible evil under which the squatter groans with all Tt
acknowledged impotence,

This evil concerns only the licst-named elass of wan-
derer. T have heard no squatter complain of the burden
of entertaining men who are travelling from one part of
the colonies to another on legitimate business. A certain
allowance is made for the expensc, and the practice is
recognised as being convenicnt to all partics.  But it has
come to bie very far from convenient as regards the so-
called workman with his “swag” By many men it has
been fowid to be a way of living which enalies thom to
spend. in rapid debauch the moncy eomed by the labour
of a few months, and to exist in dlencss during the re-
mainder of the year. By many athors it has been adopted
ag the practice of the entire twelvemonth.  The expense
thus entniled wpon sintions has become incredibly preat.
One pentlemon wold me that such men cost him £ 300
a-year. I heard of a sgumiler's establishment in Victorin
at which o 1,000 a-year was expended in this inveluntary
entertainment of vopabond stranpers. And the evil by
no means ¢nds here. A mode of life is afforded to re-
cusant lalourers which enables men to refuse work at
fair terms, and te rebiel apainst their masters when their
work or their wages are not to their liking.  They Enow
that the squatters of the colonies do not dare o refuse
them food and shelier.

Such men, when they appear, gencrally ask for worl.
They not unfrequently come on horseback, and always
bring - their Juggage,—a blanket, o lin pot, and some
small personalitics wrapped up in the Dlanket. The
stpuatter,—or more probably the overseer,—knows very
well from the man's aspect that he does not mean to
work., Sometimes he is asked to chop wood before hie
has his supper, but as a rule it is undersiood that such
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demand will not be efficacious for any good purposc.
It is Delter to let him have his lump of meat and his
Mour, with wae of o bunk,—and then pass on to the next
sjuatter.  But the lump of meat, and the Nour, and the
use of the bunk he must have,

But why must e bave them? The overseer could
refuse the accostomed liberality, and the man with some
growling would pass on and “camp out® witl an empty
stomiach under some log.  Or why, at any rate, should
not the food be refused till it have been first earned by
sufficicnt workl “There be the logs, my friend, Reduce
them to convement firewood,—as may be done by thres
hours' work,—and you shall Be fed,  Dark is i Then
vou should come earlier and carn your victuals Dut
victuals without earning vou shall not have® The squatter
who did so would be at once known; his sheep would
be slaughiered; his fences would be Lurned; and his
horses would be houghed. The vagabond wayfarers are
too numerons and too strong, and are able to obtain by
terrorism that which hospitality no lonper bestows. A
siuatter with his fences burned would be o ruined man.

The social injury which T have endeavoured to de-
seribe i3 worse cven 1o the pasioral lnbourer himseli than
to the squatter.. The squatter can live and bear it—
though the burden @ grievous to hime Bbleat is cheap,—
and if the station be small the calls on hin are com-
paratively few, Buat the men themselves who practise
this life are reduced almost o savagery.  They become
at last no better than the blacks, ‘They wander about in
desolate solitude, idle, worthless, and wreiched, ‘['he
idleness has been the charm;—bat we all know low in-
finite is the misery which that chann produces,

And is there no remedy? 1 do believe that no squaller,
1o smill combination of squatters in one disirict, could
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safely rebel against the custom, and at once refuse the
accustomed dole. A man is not 1o ruin himsell and his
family for the sake of showing a right conrse to others.
But I venture to think that a large combination might
effect with safety what a small combination eould not
dare to commence, When T have suggested this 1 have
Leen told that squatters can never be made to combine.
I associations were formed at Brishane, at Sydney, ot
Melbourne, and at Adelaide, the thing might certainly be
done. Rules should be laid down and printed, to which
every squatter should be invited to apree, and these mles
should specify the amount of work which a man should
Lie reguired to do before a meal was given to him, No
doubt some injury would b2 done to property,—but 2
combination of squalters could by a very small subscrip-
tion repair any amount of injury which could be inficted,
and which to a single individual would bLe ruinous, IF
six months' notice were given, and printed bills were cir-
culated, the repulation would beknown to every vagabond
in Aystralia, and men would soon leam, there as clse-
where, that they must cither starve or work.

Ne vagabend ever received more extensive hospitality
from e squatters than was accorded fo me; and in
order that they may feel that I for one do not like to
take all that has been given without making some small
return, I hereby offer them my scheme, and promise to
mike no demand for remuneration should it be adopted
and found 10 be successful,

[ have attempied Lo describe someof the great troubles
under which squatters kibour,— namely delit, frec:selecters,
and vagobonds. But they have also many others. Drought,
floods, foot-rot among their focks, wild dogs,—or dingoes,
—which prey wpon their lambs and flurry their sheep,
grass-seed which injures the wool, and works is way
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through the skins of the lambs, utterly destroying the
poor litle bleaters, prass that §s overgrown and rank,
grass that won't grow, polsonous prass, too much grass,
no grass,—and then that worst of all miseries, panic in
the wool trads, But these are not social in their nature,
and T will mot venture fo givé any opinion of the best
way of moeting them.  As to the debt,—I am clear on
this point, that a moderate station with o moderate debt,
iz betler than A big station with a big debl. As to the
free-selecier,—I believe it will be the wisest course to
welcome him and make the best of him, As to the
vapabond labourer who weon't labour, I do not doubt
that-all squatters will apree with me in saying that he
should be abolished altogether,

CIHAPTER VIL
j.hlr'lill,a D,

Axn now for the Downs, When I was in Brisbane
in the beginning of Augost I was told by one of the
preat squatiers of the district which I intended to visit
that il I would come up about the second week in Sep-
tember I should soe the Downs in all their plory,—vast
cxpanses of verdant plain, waving with grass, and gresner
than fields in England in the month of May. In regard
to date T obeyed my friend to the letter, leaving Brisbane
en the 4th of September, and returning to it on the 21st,
Ttut, alas, my friend had made his promise without re-
membering how fickle on oceasions ave the winds whirh
bring, or the winds which withhold, rain from the Australian
plainz. Rain was due, and my friend had counted on
penial showers. But not a drop had fallen. When I
was in the neighbourhood of Reckhampton, sheep and
cattle were dying from want of water and want of grass,



r1a (HEERSLANKD.

I was told then that not a drop had folien for six months,
Mot o drop had fallen when I started to the TDowns and
not a drop had fallen when T left them. I saw the plains,
but I szw them cither bizck with fire,—ior 1t 15 the custom
there to burn off the old dry withered gzrass which the
sheep will oot ent i ordér that the young shoots may
have room to spring,—cither black with fire or brown
with droughts. 'T'hc roots stood apart, still, rough, and
wnappelizing to any sheep,—shewing the bare black soil
hetween the intervals, showing here and there broad fis-
sures, thirsty, gaping, and ugly. It seemed to me to be o
miracle that any sheep could lhive so. pastured.  “The
name of “Darling Downs” is given to this district be-
cause it diffices from the great majority of the arca oc-
cupied by Australian squatters in this,—that the land is
open- instead of Leing covered by wood., It consists of
vast bevel plains more like (e prairies of Dineis than
any other region I have seen,—ihough very much less in
extent than the prainies.  Even on the Darling Downs
one gets almost Beyond the sight of trees; whereas the
srjuatter penerally lives “in the bush,” as the phrase goes,
and pasturcs his sheep among thick woodlands,

I went by coach 1o the town of Ipswich, and staved
there a day, secing with duee diligence all the instiiutions
of the place. There was a handsome school for the sons
of men of the Detter class, lowards the expense of which
L1000 per annom 18 defraved from the genceal taxes of
the country,  OF this I could nel approve, remembering
al! T had heard at Rockbampion of the wrong appliance
by those southern aristocrats of the money levied from
the colony ot large.  There iz o similar school similardy
assisted at Drishane,—and tlis was the excuse for the
grant mode at Ipswich. Dot Brisbane and Ipswich are
but twenty-four miles apart, and are both in the fivoured
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south.  The argument thence 1o be deduced for separa-
tion scemed o be strong,—buot T could not pet one of
the three or four pentlemen who were with me to apree
with me. Then there was the post-office, and a public
room for purposed of amusement and instruction which
did not scem to be much wsed, two or three mercantile
establishments, and the wsual ns-ortment of rectangular
streets which no doabl is convenient, buk which seems to
forbid any new town to be picturesque. But the great
plory of Ipswich is the fact that it returns three members
to parlinment, 1t has o population of aboot five thousand
persong.  Rockhampton with about the same number
refurns one member, This appearcd to be another argu-
ment for sepavation. But T was assured that as Brisbane
had four members,—or in reality five, for its suburh of
Foratude Yalley returns o member,—it was indispensalie
that Ipswich should have at least three. The iwo favoured
towns, with a joint pepulation of eighteen thousand,
return exactly a quarter of the members semt o parlia-
ment by the entire colony, with a population of one
hundred and twenty thousand., ‘This also seemed to tend
the same way.

From Ipswich I rode across Cunninglam Gap, througl
the mange of hills which runs down the whole castern
coast of Australia, dividing the narrow eastern stip of
the continent from the wide plains of the interior, stay-
ing & night at & stalion on each oot of the mounlains
I am inclined to think that this was the prettiest scencry
that I saw in Queensland.  The two howscs were beanti-
fully situated, and the ride between them wils magnificent.
In going over the Gap itaell we were obiliged to dismount
and climbj but the climbing was by no means Alpine in
its mature,—as will be wnderstood when I say that we

drove our horses before us, Any ope wiho may visit
Adzbralic and N Beshond. T 3
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Quecnsland as & tourist should certainly pass through
Cunninglam Gap.

At one of these stations o story was lold me by a
lady which may serve to exemplily the trouble arising
to squatters from the unforiunate shoriginals. She was
on another station, belonging to her husband, in one of
the back disiricts, and her hosband was away. The only
man about the place was a coclie cook, and this man
was mot vory manly. She had babjes-—or a baly, and a
niirse, and so forth, And things being in this condition;
2 black man made his way imo the lady's kitchen and
there took up his quarterss She asked him 1o go, but
he declined 1o go, and there e remained, —1 forget whether
it wns one or two nights. He committed no groat violence,
but grinoed, and demanded food, and gradually made
lmzell’ very much at home. *What on earth did you
dot’ T asked. “My husband hod a revolver,” she said,
*and I walked up to him with it and pointed it at hin®
“Well, and what then?™  *I did i¢ two or three times,
and he dido't seem o mnd it mock® #And what next?”
“1 eouldn't bring myself to shoot him, you know,"” she
said. I quite sympathized with her there, remarking that
it would be difficuli to shoot a man who oaly grinned
and asked for food. 1 wenil on to ask again what she
did do;—for an aboriginal who gets with ease all that he
demands is likely in the end to ask for o pood deal, and
it may be a question whether, after all, the shiooting him
might not bee the least of the possible evils. ¥1 remembered,”
she said, “that my hosband had a sword-stick, 1 went
and pgot thaty, and drew it oot before hine When he
retreated T ran on at him and pricked him. He did nat
like it at all, so I pricked him again. When I pricked
him the third time he ran away and never came back
any more,” It was a happy and in seme sort a glorious
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termination;—but then the lady might have had no
sword-stick at her command, or might have lacked the
coltrage to make upon o szvage an attack so merciful
and Yol 500 persistent,

I was hardly vet wpon the Downs, and at these
stations. under the mountaing did wot find things. all
Liack and brown as I did when I reached the plains,
but even here there was & cry for rain, and a fecling
that unless rain came soon squatting aflairs would begin
to *look blue

Thenee I went to the hitle town of Warwick, winch
in that'part of the world is held to be the perfection of
& fown., “You will {hink Warwick very preuy,” every-
body said to me. T did not think Warwick at all pretey.
It is unfinished, parallelogrammic, and monotonons; and
the mountains are just too far from it to give it any
attraction,—as is olso the sluggish Condamine River,
It is not so rupped o5 are many of the towns.  And,
though here as in ather colonial towns the honses are
intermittent and every other lot apparently vacant, {here
lins been an eye o decency.  But when [ am told that
such o place is pretty, I do not know what the speaker
means.  That it should be eléan s creditable; that it
should be progressive is sitisfactory; —but that it shonld
Lie ugly s a necessity of its condition. [ found Warwick
to b elean, and 1 helieve it to be prosperous;—and,
which was very much to my purpose, 1 foand in it an
excellent inng kept by one Bogden.  And 1 found there
Chang, the great Clinese giant, about to show himsif
at 2+ a head on the cvening of my amval But I had
nol come from London to Warwick to see Chang, and
I meplected an opportunily winel, perhaps, may never
occur o me again.

Fromi Warwick I got Ly railway o the EI'l-r'.'~~l; of the

*
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great Darling Down stations, which I visited, and from
thenoe went on across country from one Lo another till
I had visited some six or seven of those which are the
largest and the most renowned. It is not my purpose
ta give any deseription of cach, as I could hardly do
so withont personal references which are always dis-
tasteful when hospitality has been given and taken. 'To
say that Mr Smith's house is well-built or his wife
apreealile is almost as great o sin a5 1o declare that
Mr. Jongs's wine was bad or his danghter ngly. At all
these houses 1 found a plentiful easy life, full of moterial
comfort, informal, abundant, eareless, and most unlike
life in England. There were two great faolts, namely
these,~—tkat 2 man was expecicd to est two dinncrs
every day, and that no credence could be given when
any howr was named for any future cvent.  Breakfnst at
cight would simply mean to ihe stanper, afier sonie
short experience, that the meal would be ready some
time aficr ning. A gtart promised for ten is thought 1o
be made very punciually if effected at cleven. As re-
gards the cvening meal, the second dinner, there is no
pretence of any solicitude as to time. There is nothing
to be done after it, and therefore what can it matter?
This second dinner differs feom the Grst only in this,—
that there 5 always léa on the table.  Theore 15 oflen
e also in the middle of the day. Dut the generouy
liver niesd on Bhat account have no fear at all that he
will be debarred from other beverages. In the squatter’s
hpuse there is always brandy and water within reach,
and the teapot, after breakfast, never appears without
being fanked by the decanter. The products of the
colonies ore. always dear to the colonial mind, and
sometimes praise is expected for colonial wine which a
prejudiced old Englishman feels that he can hardly give
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with troth. 1 have also been frowned upon by bright
eyes becanse I could not cat stewed wallabi. Now the
wallabi is a little kangaroo, and to my taste & not nice
to cat even when stewed to the utmest with wine and
EMCes

I may, perhaps, toke thi= opportunity of saying one
word #8100 colonial character whith must Le in the
natare of  censure,—though of censure of the mildest
form. And I beg my friends on the Darling Downs,
should this book ever reach so far, to understand that
the reference is nol made to them, but is aliogether
genetal im0 nature. Colonists are usually fond of
their adopted homes,—but are ar the same time per-
vaded by a certain sense of inferionty which is for the
most part very unncoossary. Dot it exists. Men and
women will apolepize becouse they cannot do this or
that as it is done in England. But this very feeling
produces a reaction which shows itsclf in boasting of
what they can do.  And scon the boast bocomes muel
Iouder than the apelogy,—and very muoch more general,
It arises, however, 15 does all boasting, from a certain
dread of inferiority.  In the Australian colonies it has
become o0 common, that the sahitary fear of being
supposed 1o boast does not produce that reticence a8 o
sell which is considered 10 be good manners at home,
You are told constantly that eoloninl meat and colonial
wine, colonial frwit and colonizl flour, colonial horses
and colonial sport, are better thon any mest, wine, froi,
Mour, horses, or sport to be found elsewhere. And this
habit spreads from  things national to things personal;
and men Doast of their sheep, theic caitle, and fheir
stations;—of their riding, their driving, and their prowess.
When one man asserts that he has shot a htindred and
fifty wild horses in a day, ' is natueal that another man
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should have shot two hundred. And so the thing grows,
and means perhaps not o great deal.  The colonists
themselves have o term for it, and call it—*Dlowing”
I met n pentleman who had once shot a bushranger,
He had not been in my company fve minules. hefore
he had told me,—nor an hour without his mentioning
it half-o-dozen times. e always *Dlows"” about thai,
said o friend who was with me;—and those who heéard
him thought no more of it than if he bt his nails, or
had a trick of stroking his beard, That gentleman
always *blew” Now if I was sending o young man to
the Australian colonies the lagt word of advice T should
give him would Le against this practice. “Dont blow;*
—1 should say to him.

It wos o very pleasant life that I led ot these stations.
I like tobacco and Lrandy and water, with an easy-chair
out on o verandah, sod oy slippers on oy feet. And T
like men who are cnermetic and stand up for themselves
and their own propertics. 1 like having horses to ride
and kangaroos to humot; and sheep become quite a
fascination to me s o subject of conversation. And I
liked that roaming from one house (o anofher,—with o
perfect conviction that five minutes would make me
intimate with the next batch of strangers. Men are
never ashamed of their poverty; .nor are they often
proud of their wealth. In all country lifo in Austealia
there iz an absepce of any ostentation or stniving after
effect,—which s delightful.  Such as their kfe is, the
squatters share it with you, giving you, as is fitting for
g stranger, the best they have to give, Upon the Darling
Downs the stations are larre and the accommodation
pleatiful; but I have been on many sheep-runs which
were mob =0 well fonnd, =at which bedrooms wero
gcarce, and things altogether were less well arranged.
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But there is never any shame as to the inferiority, never
any pretence at superiority,  What there s, is at your
service. I there be not a whale bedroom for you, there
is hall & bedroom, I there be not wine, there is Lrandy
or rum;—il no othey meat, there is at least mutten, 1
the hu-uﬁl“_' be full, some young man can tum out and
oo to the barracks, or sleep on the verandah. 16 zll the
young men have been turned out the old men can
follow them. It is a rule of life on a sheep-run that the
station i never so full that another puest need Lo
turned away.

These lhouses, — stations as they are called, — are
built after a very simple and appropriate fashion. There
is not often any upper storey.  Every foom i on the
ground floor.  There is always o verandal, running the
length of the howse, ond not unfrequently continued
round the ends. The rooms all open ol upen the
verandah, amd gencrally have no communication with
each other. The kitchen is invariably 3 separaie build-
ing, usunlly attached to the house by a covered way.
When first building his residence the sjuatter probalily
has had need for but small accommodation, and has
eonstructed his howse with perhaps three roons  Children
have come, and guests, and increaged demands, and in-
creased housesroom has been wanted. Another Title
houze has therefore been joined on to the firsst, and then
perhaps o third added. I have seen an establishiment
consisting of seven such little houses.  Many hours are
passed in the verandah, in which old people =il in easy-
chairs and young men le about, seeming to find tie
boards soft enough for lexorions case.  Attached to the
station there is always a second home ealled the barracks,
or the cottage, in which the young men have their
reems, ‘There are frequently one or twe such young
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men attached to 2 sheep-station, either learning their
business or earning salaries as superintendents.  Accord-
ing to the terms of intimacy éxisting, or (o the arrange-
ments made, these men live with the squatter's family or
have a separate table of their own. They live a life of
plenty, freedom, and herd work, buot one which is naot
surrounded by the comforts which young men require at
home. Two or three share the same rooin, and the
washing apparatus = chicfly supplied by the neigh-
bouring creck. Tubs are scarce among them, but
bathing is almost a rule of life. They are up and
generally on horscback by daylight, and spend thei
time in riding abount afier sheep. The general idyllic
idea of Arcadian shepherd-life, which teaches us to be-
licve that Tityrus lies wnder o beech-tree most of his
hours, playing on his meed and “spooning” Phyllis, i=
very unlike the truth in Austealian pastures. Corin s
nearer the mark when he tells Touchstone of his greasy
hands. It is a life;, even for the upper shepherd of
gentle hirth and sufficient means, of wnremitting labour
amidst dust and gresse, amidst fleeces and carcasses,
The working squatter, or the squatter’s working assistant,
must be a man eapable of ignoring the delicacies of o
soft way of living. He must endure clouds of dust, and
be mot averse to touch tar and oil, wool and skins,. He
should be able to catch a sheep and handle him zlmost
ag a nurse doey a baby. He should learn to kill a
sheep, and wash a sheep, and shear a sheep, He should
tell & sheep's age by his moutly,—almost by his loolk.
Iie should know his breeding, and the quality of his
wool, He should be able to muster sheep,—collect
them in together from the vost pastures on which they
feed, and above a3l he should be able to count them,
He must be handy with horses,—doing anything which
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has to be dome for himsell, He must catch his own
horse, — for  the horses live on grass, turmed out in
paddocks,—and . saddle him. The animal probably s
never shod, never groomed, amd i5 ignorant of corn.
And the young man must be able to sit his horse,
which perhaps is more than most young men could do
in England, for it may be that the sportive beast will
buck wilh the young man, jumping up into the air with
hiis head Letween his legs, giving his rider as he does
go such o blow by the contraction of his loins as will
make any but an Australian young man sore all over
for a week, oven il he be nol made sore for 2 much
longer time by boing sent far over the brutes head,
This young man on & station must have many accom-
plishments, much knowledge, preat capability; and in
refurn for these things he gets lis rations, and perhaps
L1oo per annum, pechaps £30, and perhaps nothing.
But he lives a free, pleasant life in the open air. He
has the scolding of many men, which is always pleasant;
and nobody scolds him, which is pleasanter. He hos
plenty, ond no care about it. He is never driven 1o
calculate whether he can afford himself o dinner,—as i3
often dome by many young men ot home who have
dress conts 0 wear and polished Ieather Loots for happy
oreeasions,  He has always a horse to ride, or two or
three, il he needs theme  His salary is small, but he hos
nothing to buy,—cxcept moleskin trousers and fannel
shirts. He lives in the open air, has a good dipestion,
and slecps the eleep of the just.  After o time he pros
Lably works himself up into some partnership,—and aas
abways before him the hepe that the day will come in
which he too will be a master squatter,

A sheep has to be bom, and washed, and shom,—
the three great operations of a squatter’s life consisting
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n the lambing, washing, and shearing of his flocks. On
the Darling Diowns in Queenslond the Iambs are dropped
in Aupgust and September. Washing  commences in
Scptember, and the shearing is over not much before
Christmas; I was astonished wo find that the practice in
repard to woshing and  shearing varied very much al
different stalions, and that very strong opinions were
held by the advocates of this or that system;—so that
the science of getting wool off the sheep's back in the
best condition must be régarded as being cven yet in
its infancy, Many declare that sheep should not be
washed at all, and that fhe wool should be shorn “in
the grease™ My opinion will not, I fear, be valoed
muech Ly the great Qoeensland squatters, but, such as it
is, it goes with the non-washers, DPresuming that my
own outside garniture required to be cleansed, T should
not like to have it done on my Dbackj—and if I knew
that it was to be taken off immediately after the opera-
tipn, I should think that to be an additional reason for
deferring the washing process. There are various modes
of washing,—but on the stations which I saw on the
Darling Downs the sheep were all “spouted” T will
endeavour to expliin to the ordinary non-pastoral reader
this system of spouting, premising that perhaps some
200,000 sheep have to undergo the process on one
station, and at the same set of spouts,

Bt before we get to the spoating there is a pre-
liminary washing to be vndergone, and as to that alse
there are fierce contests.  Shall this preliminary waghing
be performed with warm or with cold water? And then
again there is, so to say, an anti-preliminary washing
in vogue, which some call “raining” If I remember
rightly sheep were “rained on” in Quecnsland only at
those stations in which warm water was in demand. The
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sheep by thirties and forties were driven into long nar- .
row pens, over which pipes were supported, pierced with
holes from end to end. Into these pipes water is foreed
by a steam-caging, and poors isell rght and lef, in the
puise of rain, over the sheep below. In this way the
wirol 15 pently saturated with moisture, and then the
sheep are driven out of the pens into long open tanks
lled with water, just lukewarny. Here they are soaked
for a few minutes,—and this practice is matier for ficrce
debate among squatters. 1 have heard a squatter de-
clare with vehement gesture that he hoped every squatter
would be ruined who was wad enough o use warm
water at his washpool. I have heard others declare with
erual vehemence that no wool could be really clean
which had not been subjected to the process. For my-
self, T am dead apgainst washing altogether; but if sheep
are to be woshed then 1 am dead against warm water,
The sheep Lecomes eold after it and chill during the
three or four doys necessary for drying, and in that
condition of the animal the yolk which is necessary to
ihe excellence of the wool does not rise, and the feece
when taken o, thowgh cleaner than it would otherwise
have been, is less rich in its quality and less strong in
its filare,

But whether out of tanks with warm water or tanks
with cold water, the sheep are passed on, one by one,
into the hands of the men at the sponts. ‘At one wash.
pool I saw fourteen spouls at work, with two men at
each spout, These lwenty-eight men are quite amphi-
Lious for the time, standing up to their middles inca
race of running water. But this race is not a natural
stream.  High over their heads are huge iron cisterns
which are continually filled by a steam pump, and which
cmpty themselves by spouts from the botiom, through
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which the water comes with great force,—a force which
can of course be moderated by the weight of water
thrown in, The water is kept a2t a ceriain height nc-
cording to the force wanted, and falls with the required
weight, in obedience to the law of grovitation, on a
board between the two rough water-spirits below, MNow
the tanks, of which I bave spoken, are high above the
waler-spirits, and the sheep are brought out from them
on to o small intermediate pen or platform, from which
they are dropped one by one down a steep inclined
trap,—each sheep by o separate trap,—imie the very
hands of the washers. The fall may be about twelve or
filteen feet. Then the animal undergoes the real work
of washing,—ihc bad quarter of an hour of his life. He
i5 turned backwards and forwards under the spout with
great violence,—for preat violence is necessary,—uill the
fury of the water shall have dreiven the dirt from his
fleece. The bad guaster of an hour lasts, at some wash-
pools, hall a minule,—at others as long as o minute and
a hall; and I think I am justificd in saying that the
sheep does not like it e goes out of the spouters
hands, not into the watér, but on to stcep Beards, ar-
ranged so as Lo give him every facility for travelling up
to the pen which is to receive him. Dul I have szen
sheep so weak with what they have endured as to
be unable to raise themselves on to their feet.  Indeed
at some washpools such was the normal condition of the
sheep when they came from the spoats. It is impossible
that there should not be rough handling. That, and the
weight of the water logether, prostrates them, 'This is
g0 much the case that no squatter dares to wash his
rams,—the pride of his Aock,—for fear of injuring them.
But, as 2 rule, sheep are washed in Clucenslnnd, and
this is the fashion of their washing,
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There are many arguments in favour of washing
sheep, of which no doubt the strongest is the fact thac
sheep have been washed before shearing time out of
mind. Dam:ctas tells us, that, when the proper time shall
come round, he means o wash all his with his own
hand, Then there is this other reason,—no doubt very
strong,—that the dirt on a sheep's back weighs nearly
ms much as the wool itsell, and that, as things are at
present arranged, all that dirt must be sent home Lo
England along with the wool, unless the sgoatter can
rid imsell of it while the flesce is still on the sheep's
back. Washed wool from a flock of sheep will on an
average be about forty-five per cent. lighter than wool
unwashed, —“greasy wool” as it is always called, As
this dirt can be of no use in England, surely it must be
unprofitable to send it from a station perhaps three
hundred miles from the coast down to Drisbane, and
thence round the world to Liverpool at a high rate of
freight! Dut the one question for the sguatter to decide
15 simply this,—which will pay best. Whashing is very
expensive, amd the injury done to sheep by the process
is considerable, Two or three in a thousand are pro-
bably drowned.  And then, when all is done, the wool
must in foet be re-washed, —and is re-cleansed after
some maore perfect fashion at home in England. My
own idea is that the final operation of scouring and
sorting, which must 1 believe go together, may be done
a5 well at the large Auvstralian towns,—at Brisbane or
Sydney, Mc!bmtrm: or Adelaide, —as in England; and
that, in 1his way, the dirt nced not be earnied at any
rale further tham the port. T belicve that were the bullk
of the colonial produce in wool sént to the ports un-
washed, the one work of scouring and serting would
soon be zccomplished there by skilled labour, and that
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the squatter would in the end recefve the beneft of the
saving effected by a single instead of a double cleansing
of his prodict.

In Queensland the washpool, as at present arranged,
is the squatter's great hobby, and next to it his wool-
shed. They are gencrally at some distance from each
other,—perhaps seven or cight miles, — for the sheop
must have time 1o dry, and it is well that they should
travel a little over the pastures, feeding as they go, as
being less likely to become again dirty with their own
dust, as they would do if they were left together in large
numbers. They are mustered and kept apart with in-
finite care, as ewes with their lambs must not be shomn
with hoggetts, or hoggetts with old wethers. And there
are sheep of different breeding and warious qualities of
wool which must not be mixed. In different flocks the
sheep make their way from the washpool to the wool-
shed, and then are shorn on about the fourth day. It
is essentially mecessary that they should be dry, so that
rain during the double process i very detrimental 10 the
squatter.

The wool-thed is a large building open on every
side, with a high-pitched roof,—all made of wood and
very rough, The sheep are driven in either at one end
or Loth, or at three sides, according to the size of the
station and ihe number of sheep to be shorn,  They
are then assorted into pens, from which the shearers
toke them on to the Board;—two, theee, of four shedrers
selecting their sheep from each pen.  The floor, on
which the shearcers absolutely work, i3 called “the board."
I have scen os few os four or five shearing together,
and I have seen as many as seventy-six. 1 have warched
o shearer lake the wool off hiz sheep in five minutes,
and I have séen o man occupicd nearly fiftcen in the
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same operation, As they are paid by the score or by
the hundred, and not by the day, the great object is to
shear as many as possible. 1 have known a man lo
shear ninety-five in a day. 1 have heard of a man shear-
ing one hundred and twenty, From sixty to scventy
may be taken a5 & fair day's work, Dut as rapidity of
work is so greatly to the workman®s interest, and as too
rapud a hand either leaves the wool on the sheep’s hack
or clae cuts skin and feece together, there is oficn
a diversity of opinion between the squatter and the
ghearer. “Shear as quick as yvou can™ says the squaticr,
who is very anxious lo get his work out of hand;—
“Dapt let me have all my wool—and let it not be cut
mincemeat-fashion, but with its full length of staple;—
and above all do not mutilate and mangle my poor
sheep?t  Dut the poor sheep are muotilated and mangled
by many a sore wound, and from side to side about the
shed the visitor hears the sound of *Tar” When a
sheep has been wounded the shearer calls for tar, and a
boy with a tar-pot rushes up and daubs the gory wound.
lzch shearer has an ouiside pen of his own io which
the sheep when shom - is demitted, and so the tally is
kept.

The shearer does nothing but shear. When one
sheep has left his hand he seizes al once anolher, being
very careful 1o sclect that which will be eastest shorn.
The Necce, when once separated from the animal’s back,
is no longer a care to him. Some subordinate picks it
up and makes away with it, when folded, 1o the sorler's
table,  The sorter 5 2 man of mark, =nd shoold e a
man of skill, who gives himself nirs and looks grand. It
is his business to allot the wool to its proper sphere,—
combing or clothing, first combing or second combing,
lirst clothing er second clothing, breken wool, greasy,
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ram’s-woal, hoggelt’s-wool, lamb's-wool, and the ke, He
stands immovable, and dees his work with a touch, while
ministers surround him, unfolding and folding, and car-
rying the assorted fleeces to their proper bins. Buot I am
told that in England very little 15 thought of thes primary
sorting, and that all wools are re-sorted as they are
scoured. ‘The squatter, however, says that unless he
sorbed his wool in his own shed he could not realise a
good price for a gpood article.

Then when the wool is sorted it is prossed, Every
wool-shed has its press, in which the bales are made
into the shape that is familiar to the English eye. The
average bile contains about goolb, and these are sent
away on bullock-drags,—wargons with ten, twelve, or
fourteen buallocks, down over buzh reads, hundreds of
miles, o the seaport at which they arve shipped. Tt is.a
moot question whether the squatter should scll in the
eolony or in London:  If prices be low, he had better
probably send his produce home  IF they be high, he
had better take the ball at the hop, and realise his money
in the colony.

I have said something before of the men employed
gt these stations. The ordinary hands, —those kept
during the whole year,—ase not many, and of them I
miiy speak again In what words 1 shall have to say on
the smaller stations in New South Wales. DBut the great
work of the year on o larpe run with 200,000 sheep, or
perhaps even a larger number,—ibhe work of washing
and shearing,—demands a crowd of workmen. I found
considerably above a hundred employed by one master.
That which strikes an Englishman most forcibly with re-
gard to these men is, that the squatter is called upon to
feed them all. Rations are given out for them in certain
measurced fuantitics.  These rations vary somewhat, but
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in Queensland they were gencrally as follows. For each
man per weeki—

Ment . H a & 5 rqlE
[ ST Ak 5 glh,
Bugar - g 3 3 alls,
Tea . .. r . Al

For the ordinary work of the year the squatter gives
the rations as part of the allotted wages. Shearers, o
ever, are charged for il that 5 furnished to them. The
siuatters provide everything that the men require, —ex-
cept drink, of which it is expecied that there shall be
literally none used while the shearing is in progress.
The sguatter keeps in his store tobacco, currants, pickles,
jam, boots, shirts, moleskin trousers, shears, coffoe,—
and various condiments, These are supplied to the men
at prices fixed by the squatter,—and so fixed as generally
to leave some little profi. . Were it not 50, there would
be a certoin loss. Dot under this system the sgquatter
becomes a shopkeeper, with a monopoly of sopply to
cerlain persons,—and no doubt unfairy high prices may
sometimes be charged.

For shearing on the Darling [¥owns the uiual rale is
3% 3o a score.  If o man shesr seventy sheep, which is
no extraordinary number, he will cam s 84 4 day.
But it may be that the shearing will be stopped by wet
weather, and then e must remain idle. . He is bound
by a contract, very sirongly worded in the employers
favour, to temain Gl the sheanng be done; —and is
very mich at the mercy of the sgquatter. He can be dis-
missed at a word if the squotter or his superintendent
dizapprove of his style of shearing; and is silject to cer-
tiin fines, MKuoles are fived up on the shed which he
must obey,—and if he rebel, he is sent at once from the
sited, I have told in a previows chapter how one poor
man revenged himsell by means of his poctical genius,

Awsfraile and New Sealeod, T i}
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It i5 not often, however, that differences arise.  The
squatter s very anxious to have his shecp shorn, and re-
members the old proverk which tells him that the ——
he knows is better than fhe «=— he don®t know, T was
surprised to find what bad shearing was endured,—Tiad
shearing induced mot by want of skill or idleness, but Ly
the rapidity which tasi-work is sure to produce. The
gheep were eul horribly, —as T thought; —and but linde
was said,

The shearers find their own cook, and pay him
ar. 6d. a week cach. 5o that, with ffty, sixty, or seventy
shearers, the cook would &eem to have a pood place.
But with such a number there must be assistant cooks,
—found by the master cock; and the men are Loth par-
ticolar and impatient.  They want hot coffee very carly,
hot meat for breakfast, messes with vegetables for dinner,
hot meat for supper;—and aré imperative as to hot
plum-buns with their tea.  Plums and curranis secm to
he essential to shearimg.

Drink is the great crime;—but I am bound o say
that, as far os my opbsérvation goes; shearers ane not
great criminals while at their werk, Tt is expected that
they shall drink nothing from the Leginning to the end
of shea.nng Any man known to bring spirts to the
station is at once dismissed,—and a man who wanders
away to some distant public-house, even when his work
for the day is done, is supposed to disobey orders. In
Englind we give men beer at-their work, and make no
inquiry as to their doings after the close of their labour,
—Dbeing contented that they shall come to their waork
sober enough to perform it On sheep-stations, at shoar-
ing time, to drink is not enly to sin,—Dbut to commit the
one sin that cannot be forgiven, If they do drink, they
drink spirits. Beer has not as yet become the beverage
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of the country;—nor wine, as I trust it will do before
Tong,

The washers recéive wages ol different rates al dif-
ferent stations. I may perhaps say that 7. g4 a day is
the average payment for men oul of the water, and 45, od.
for men in the waler. These men have, in addition
to this, the rations above named, without payment [
believe that the man's food, —the food that s given to
him free,—costs the squatter about 5e 6d 2 week, so
that a washer will zarn aobowt £1 148 o week. The
washer's food is cooked for him by the squatter.

The men are provided with huts or barracks in
which they slecp.  These are fitied up with bonks,—bue
cach man brings his own ankets. A shearer will often
take awiy from £25 0L 30 as his wapges after shearing,
and a washer 23 much 0s £15.  But then, alas, comes
the time for drinking! OF this T shall say a word or two
in another chapter.

I spent a very pleasant time on the Darling Downs,
—perhaps the more so because the rigid rule which
prevailed in the wool-shed and at the washpeol in re-
gard to alcohol was not held to be imperative at the
sruatters’ houses. 1 counld hardly understand how a
hospitable gentleman could press me to fill my glass
agmn,—as hospitable gentlemen did do very often,—
whitle he dilated on the wickedness of a shearer whu
should venture to think of a glass of rum. I took it all
in good part, and preached no sermons on that subject
I had somie very good kangaroo hiunting,—and was sur-
prised to find how well horses could carry me which
wept out every day, eat nothing but grass, and had no
shoes on their feet.
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CHAITENX ¥IIL
Sugar. Labowr from e Sowh Sea Istands,

Woor is no doubt the staple produce of Clucensland,
as it is of the other colomics: but in Oueensland, next
to wool, sugar has lately become the most imporiand
article. 1 has been found that much of the soil is
fitted for the growth of the sugar-cane, and that in many
districts. the climate is equally favournble. 'The best
sugar district is about Perl Mackay, north of Rock-
hampton, which 1 did oot visit. DBut the growth of the
cane, which is a purely agricultural emplovinent, has
hitherto, all the world over, Leen joined with the two
manufacturing trades of making sugar and distilling rum.
In Cuba, in British Guiana, in the West Indies, and, I
bulieve, also in the Mauritius, sugar and rum are always
made by the planter, At first it seemed Lo be necessary
that this should be done alse in Queensland, and there-
fore the prowth of cane was impeded by the necessity
of o large ciapital,—or of a croshing debt.  Gradually
the old iden on this subject is vanishing, and small men,
—{ree-gelecters and others,—are. growing cane for sale
to the owncrs: of the milis. “Pheir Tuture success or
failure iz a question altogether of labour,—and it is one
which is now trembling in uncertainty., C(ueensland at
present @5 supplying itself with labowr from the South
Sea Islamds, end the men employed ore called Molyme-
sians, or Canakers, or Islanders; Lut it may be a ques-
tion whether Queensland will be altowed to do so long.
The philanthropists are hard a2t work to hinder them,—
working as they always do with the best intentions, work-
ing as they so often do in much ignorance.

I may as well go into the question of South Sea
Island labour at once,—premising, i I may be allowed
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to do so, that some years since I ventured to express an
opinion;, exactly similar to that [ now entertain, in re-
ference to the cmployment of coolie labour for the
growth of sugar in Demerara and ‘Trinidad,—which
colonies I found on the road to renewed success through
the instrumentality of o body of imporied workmen, who
were freated with uniform kindness and care. Then as
now there was a fear in England that these foreigners in
a new country would Decome slaves under new bonds,
and that a sate of things would be produced,—1less hor-
rible indeed than the slavery of the neproes who were
brought into the West Indies by the Spaniards,—but
equally unjust and equally opposed to the rights and in-
terests of the men concerned.  And it was alleged then
that hendvalence and good intention on the pare of those
who might first institute such an immigration of forcign
labourers, weulid not suffice to protect a crowd of poor
ignorant strangers from the natural greed of the em-
ployer,—who would earry on his operations far from
atrict control, far from the eyes. of England, altogether
out of sight of Exeter Hall, ‘They, who o argued, did
not fail 1o remember the henevolence, humanity, and
thorough Christinn kindness of the man who was in the
first instnnce responsible for the exportation of the ne-
prock from Africn to the West.  Taz Casas had desired
to save the poor Indinn from some of the horrors of his
hated toil, and had therefore brought the negro to the
West Indies.  But the semi-divine FLas Casas,—not all
divine, but Wind as are men in peneral to future events,
—created that slavery in the West which has Deen i
great disprace, and which the humanity of mankind lias
not yet wholly succeeded in abolishing, Is it not, there-
fore, incumbent en philanthropy in the procsent age to
see that no new form of serfilom Le introduced,—at any
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ratc on soil ewned by the British Crown,—and to poard
with all the eyes of Argus any approaches to the
abomination of slavery? That is the argument from the
philanthropical side, stated, I trust, fairly,—and that
argument [ do not pretend to combat.  Let us have no
glavery in God's name, Be careful. Guard the ap-
proaches,  Defend the defenceless.  Troteot the poor
ignorant dusky foreipner from the possible rapacity of
the sugar-planter. HBut in doing this, know at any rate
what you are doing, and be not led away by a rampant
enthusinsm to do evil to all parties. Remember the bear
who knocked out his friend’s beains with the Drickbat
when he strove to save him from the fly.  An ill-con-
ducted enthusiasm may not only debar (ueensland from
the Inbour which she requires, but debar also these poor
savages [rom their best and nearest civilisation. Let
philanthropists at any rate look into the matter some-
what closely before they make heavy charges against the
Cucensland  povernment and  the CQueensland  sugar-
prowers becawse they employ Islanders in the colony. If
they be in earmest let them send over some one who
may learn the truth for them,—some agent or messenger
capable of finding out the truth and of telling them
without prejudice what are the real facts of this trade.
When I was in Queensland 1 saw that the atiention
of the House of Commons at - home was drawn to ihe
miatter, and that our own Coloniol Secretary, if not
frightened, was at any raie not quite assured on the
subject. It is hard enough for & Colonial Secrctary to
get accurate information as to facts in a self-governing
calony. He applies 1o the governor, and the governor
applics to the executive officers,—and the executive
officers in the colony are the very men of whose manage-
ment of mismanagement in such an afair as this the



QUEEXSLAND, I35

philanthropists at home stand especially in dread.  But
1 observe that the Queenslind prime minister, in con-
cluding a repoet on the subject to the acting-governor
of Cloeensland, on the r2th of Apeil, 1871, makes to the
home povermnent the very suggestion which I have made
1 the phitanikropists, “50 much misapprehension,” he
s1ys, “exists in England with reference to the introduc-
tion of these Islanders, that T wodld suggest to your Ex-
cellency the desirability of making such representations
ta the Secretary of State for the Colonies as would lead
to the appointment by the Imperial povernment of a
Commission to examine inte and report upon the whole
subject.”  This was writien in consequence of o repre-
sentation made to the Calonial Office at home, by certain
gentlemen of whom I intend to speak in no mocking
sense whemr [ oeall them  philanthropists;—and  was
prounded on reports made either to them or in the
public press by two pentlemen ot Brisbane adverse to
the system of Polynestan labour. It is not my business
to answer these gentlemen, or -to impugn theic motives,
though from personal inquiry I feel sure that their alle-
pations were unfounded. But the philanthropists at home
po on to cast o slur on a certain person, one Mr Haff,
the merchant o whom the Islanders were consigned —
and then make the following remark:—"“That public
opinton o the colony is not alwgether fivourable to this
state of things is proved by the fact, that when a short
time since the above-named e George Ball offered
himself -as o candidate for the representation of Tast
Maorelon, o county close (o Brishane, e was defeaied on
the question of hlack labour by i larze majority” These
gentiemen arg, T believe, sirong Liberals, Some of them
are my personal friends and 1 kenow them to be eo.
What would they say had it been arguwed a few years
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back that the feeling of the country was then averse 1o
the abolition of the Trish Church, because Mr. Gladstone
was beaten by a large majority in Lancashire? We know
that Mr. Gladstone was beaten on that very point; Lot
we know also that the feeling of the country was strongly
in favour of the abolition of the Kstablished Church in
Ireland. There is no merchant in Cueensland mon
thoroughly respected than Mr. Baff. I saw the Islanders
on his plantation, and never saw habourers further re-
moved from the hardship of Inbour, These gentlenen
gpo on to say that the Queensland ministry of the day
was favourable to the trade. Ihd it not occur to them
that as the ministry of the day in Queensiand, as al
home, iz appointed in gecordance with the sense of an
elected house of parlinment, that was a much stronper
arpument towards showing that the colony i= “favourable
to this state of things,"—than is ‘their argument in the
other directioni

I will now describe “the state of things," as clearly
85 I can, and will explain what I believe to be the cause
of opposition to it in the colony. ‘These Palynesians
are brought inte Queensland in vessels under povern-
ment superintendence, and in conformity with an acl of
the Queensland pardiament passed with the view of pro-
tecting them from the rapacity of merchants and e
possible evil of Hdnapping by British or colonial captainz,
There is also attached to every such vessel a government
agent, The act of parliamentl was in full force when the
representation was made to which T have alluded; but
the appointment of a govermmenl 4genl Wis since intro.
duced,—introduced for aught T know in consequence of
the representation. . The act, dated March 8th, 1868, is
long and wall hardly bear quotation; but all the clauses
are arranped =0 a5 to protect the Polynesian labourer,—
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to protect him specially in his act of emigration from
home,—and to tmsure that justice shall be done to him
on his arrival in Queensland.  His clothes and  dice
aboard ship are preseribed, his clothes and diet during
his sojourn with his master are fixed; his wages are
fiied, anc the means of return at the end of three years®
work jn the colony, withoul cosl o himself, are insured
to-him.  He is to have,—
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And he is to be provided with residence and medical
attendance. He can be transferred rom one employer
to another, but not without the sanction of the govern-
ment. He cinnot be moved out of the colony till the
expiration of the three years without his own consent
and that of the povernor. He cannot be punished other-
wise than by appeal o a magsierial beneh=—in which
case ke would be dealt with as would be any other per-
son accused of lreaking the low. AL the end of the
three years he receives wages ot the mte of £6 per
annwm;—or L18 in all.  This must be poid to him in
money, and this he invariably lays out in the purchese
of articles which he tokes back with him to the islands,
—tools, calico, clotl, small pieces of furniture, Doxes,
ornaments, and the like. In considering the amount of
money-wages the master will bear in mind that the man



138 QURENSLAKD,

has been fed, housed, and clothed, and that the wages
represent his savings.

I have seen these men working under various masters
and ot various cmployments. Mo doubt their importance
to Queensiand mainly attaches to the growth and manu-
ficture of sugar; but they are also engaged on whan-.-s,
about the towns, in meat-preserving establishments, in
some inslances s m:plu:rds, and cccasionally as domestic
gervants, 1 have told how I was rowed up the rver
Mary by a crew of thede islanders  They are always
clean, and bright, and pleasant to be seen.  They work
well, but they know their own position and importance.
I never saw one ll-psed. 1 never heard of any such
ill-uzgage. The gueslien o my mind is whether they are
not fostered too closely,—wreapped up too warmly in the
lambswaool of government protection.  Thoir dietary @5
ong which an. English rural labourer may well envy,—as
he might also, if he knew it, the general immunity {rom
the crushing cares of toil which these young savages
enjoy.

But T am wnaware that any serious complaint has been
made either by the English philanthropists or by their
informants, the colonists; as to the treatment which these
men receive in Queensland. The charge is that they are
kidnapped,—taken on board the vessels from the islands
_:mrnzl-_uitiausl].r_---ﬂnd that. they are ill-treated on the
journey; that the horrors of the middle passage—as we
used to call it when: we spoke of the sullerings of the
poor Africans—are in some sort répented. As regards
the immigration inte Queensland I believe the charge to
Lie substantially without foundation.  The wvessels are
worked under government surveillance, and every vessel
employed in the trade is now accompanied by a govern-
ment agent.
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I annex, at the risk of being tedious, a copy of the
instructions issued to these agents,—not asserting that
sich & document will find favour with the general reader,
but anxious Lo make known to those who will interest
themselves in the matter, the real facts of the case,

INSTRUCTIONS TO GOVERNMENT AGENTS APPOINTED T AC.
COMIBANY YVISSELS EMPLOYER 1N CaRRVING LABOUREES
BETWEEX TIHE 50UTH SEA THLANDES AND QUEENSLAND,

1. Viom ame s Darsedicd wizh gartzular lsstructings i felcreace o the duises
winsh are regusred Ly Lhic L 1ol CF Bl Troswagenls "' d e
puspmess in Ceaneclion wich I*alynesian ||nm=|:‘|'|-.|.li||:||.

2. Yoo are cpeemlly 1o obecrde bal the pasibiss in which ydu ase pleeal as
agunl will fendor foa o jpesdde L dhe Qoeenlaod Goverseent sfwee Inoany
stz winre e madler of ofiders of o bcwc] may ingczfioro willi pou in IJrr-qr::-
formanes of your iy, whilc garfying ok the i ia hercin i y L
will b yeur duly s separs the sieee bothe Coluniy] Secestary,

, The postisn sosupicd by pea, ey Csveesmant Agenl, Bowards (ke masicr and
glhoers aml siher servanls o the awucrs nrnhi wenaal, is eng which will raynice
tho gagroms of much bserebioe.. Yoo willl guanl againse any isderforensn in the
gaergisn of yoar duticd. Voo will ke cazu shat na apprassion or salindnees is
prictisd sovandy Lhe Palynesiane pliced uniher yosr prodeciios, aoel thas the re-
spmramonts Of the vish and agth woctioss of *The Folymesian Lalourors Act of
E308, i refarency o the number of pssengers and the scoommodasion to be pro-
vitled for thees, are siricsly cxmisgl ont,

we I owill L yossr dlity, dnring tha voyage, to sod that the full allowance of
water ol provisions is fardy anil regnlady served oor, daily; b each aduli, in the
propomions reguinel Dy Sl agid snd soch soosons of thé A, onil thar medicines
are lllljlldl!:ll whiem renuized,

5 Ui psking vhavge of lalourers whe aee returning (o tlicr native istanils, after
ke eapizatvl wf thed veem of service, you will be Tersbal wnth o b el their
namss, ol Lhedr by, and af 1l i\hlll.i":- e which '||.|.:r Eclonz. YVoa wall muiter
il islacders v cebmarkatinii, ased hasd 3 ceriifel Bst 1athe | Mrabiced Agenl
or Asastant luniigentess dpent, ol ghe pans of degorters. Yom m ke 3 lea
pea that the babourers arg duly landed, with ther property, 31 ihcir recpectiva
islands, aml you will Tusuish 3 cerfaficata dn shat e&focs, with 3 copy of she lise

gnbioned  ba ke lnlnllgi‘n‘lu.!.u\:-:'m ar Assisgans Emmigratiion Agest, on
yoour reirn tad fueanaland, $or ke s of second in abe Tmimigrasion Clice.

G, Oin arrival ag tho islamsls, and whita engaged ineceuiing urens, you will
st Al propar procidition is Bken 1o prevest ady weongadaing, amd e o fendly
rebition = msinldied baween e dulbsders aod the o2 Loand the fecnenting
wewch

T W esEARSical 1§ ka lie enzered anbes wilk azy Pulynesizn labossr cxsepl i
YEr preacngs and with poeer wasclio

E ]1 will hie yomar duty g0 cxplvis to each bikourer iy conditions of the enp Ze-
went; anid 1o saisly peumalfikat they arg usdarateod by him before you sllow ihe
citgugement o b concluded, g )

o Your will bat most carefisl e secing that s cocrosen, endne influenee, unfle
ilay, false ropresesiaison, oe treichesy of g kind, w employed = procuring
|:|'||mﬂr aid that peefest Teeedom of Getten ww =llowed ko thosa upen by sngape-
migus. :

o You willl bo rogeired to make a careful inspection of &l labosrars provigus
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tn their ergagement, with 3 vigw o0 prcenaln thelr comditan of ligall, s sl
canee wliere clie men ane 1||'l rently sufaring from Giseascs of 1he chest or hase-,
or are cither maimad, hats; Wind, deaf, dumb, iilioe, Sesane, o afam, ob cogage-

miend in i e amihorisol l:u.' YOI,

an a the engagrmont of flie lalearers; you will 1abe care lis lie followiagz
anicles of clithing am supplicd enench oo going oo buand wliipr=enc ek shirl,
o pair of seovvsces, aued nee BEnke,

i Vi will be vequisnd o Leapon bag, In which iaily sciusreesed a5 well a6 =11
abservations that may ko wealul for the infamipion of tie Duecoslam] Gaven-
mierl mysk b papularly antered AH aies of lmcgaladty, |lu'-|.d'|nl.|.:f|:r:nrr1l||l'||
Fﬂu n your dties, are alen 1o be carefully recorded dn the lig, which mes be ale.

veaeil 80 (B Immigration Apene o Assizeast Inmnigrest Apent, an yoer asrival

an part.
i3 AM forms is conpcctios wil veosr |I||r:.' ns apes et e crefully Ted up
amd ready for baspection when the ship arrives an pon.
tg Yioa 'I'I'|||. eareflally comader mmd maks wl:m-:lr zequainieil with all the pro-
wislons of ““T'he Molynesion Latouecrs Scrof 1568 ,7 a gupy ol which is furnishied

for your gusdince.

a4, la conchniis, 1.:-: afe dirodied bu-:mﬁ:llmur, while siriciby cednreing cras-

li wath these Lo 1 e slBEerity wilk anch discriminabne
sl wncleay A iy bic silaldc 1o the ntr': Lsias of thecase. At the ssme
Lims, B & essenizl 1hat you shealil exercise ot aulEority will the preascag B
noas, met permiting any kxity inthe sBsenance of the relon Laid adow, bug in
In.illng mjests Lheir slricbost alisriimce.

The law as to the treatment of the men passed in
1868 iz not changed by these instructions,—which werne
first issued I think in 187%; but the appointment of an
agent to pceompany the vessel i no doult o =alutnry
safeguard. I could not, however, learn Thal previois
to this latter order islanders had heen kidnapped for
Quecnsland, thowph accusations 1o that effect are rife.
The English philanthropists: add to their memarial a
postseript containing o statement from o rentleman ot
Mellipurne that islanders have been kidnapped and taken

Ajic 1 believe that this has been done;—bul as
neither the islands from which the Polynesian emigranis
Are bn:lu[.ﬂ:t, nor the Fiji Islands, are as yet cven onder
British protectorate, neither Great Britain nor her colonics
e be held 1o be responsible for the evil.  The gentle-
man from Melbourne takes upon himsell to say,—and
what he says is gquoted in this postseript—that “ihe
position which the British government has allowed itsell
to drift into, through the crroncous and mischievous
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action taken in Cueensland, is positively humiliating,”—
and then conclude with some remark about “men colling
themsslves Englishmen  But Queensland has nothing
o do with T, and has taken no mischievous action,-—-
but action which I maintain to be much the reverse of
mischievous® The British government has drifted no-
where, and men calling themselves Englishmen have had
nothing to do with the matter. The words I have quoted
wonld not be worth reprinting—wonld be mere buncombe,
—were it not that they were adopted by a set of gentle-
men in England who are entitled to all respect, and who
called upon the Secrclary of State for his interference,
grounding their appeal upon these statements,

Mo doubt the entire colony of Queensland is not in
favour of Polynesian labour. 1 may be, and probably

® m adis there arose o case, sapposal ab the lime Ba he very projodicial in
Lpsearndzmd  in regand teoibe " Dophee' 3 susesl wlcch was abaut to procosd
Tum 15 Bhauds 10 Dastane with o body of t5a2n man, wular an.ﬁ.mrnr-ul capiam,
it whicli was seized Ly I".t,puut[.:hun Hﬂ ] 1 Mo Karards, and d3ken
inte Syidney, 1l eapnin of the ™ Laphee " was s:h:a d with kidaapping. et
theet maglarnves off Mew Souik Woles woubd not commi bin, - The geeston of the
sctnire ol the vesac] wis e veed i she Adsdraley Caure, balaoe Sir . Smephen,
e Uhlel Jusiiee, amd fmdgment goven ko favowr of the vessel, Captala Falmer
then cromptiined Baterly dhar fusibe bl met been -d,-ulre And yer the evidenrs
Hiwgii ras all - yomr o ke |_qr|:||| ef Lhe °' Lhaphis. " I.:I'thrﬂ 182 Eu}d T
wnler g I may guois Ehe vords ol dhie Chicl Jusisie, wika, RIS TH ficee ol 18
winmnpliamts of I:qul'uu. Paliner, Bl limsell <allad upon 5o *n&TLﬂJ el
:l:\vl:lzL the Cenermss of Naw Honth Wakes, enihe subjci =
1 have no doubs whsiover thst 1hu~: buve heen instase oy fzm in the peesrse
of yuare, many instances} of wwscrupnlope acis by ghe officers or the crews ol
Polynesion frading vesseis i anid | easrmastly trast thag erg Jong the aswaqilizng ol 2
l"-u'l miessean , il Bis devembss agaiist his will g lssind any such vessal, arinany
e :I*H-m::.l-u waters, tay e made Febooy, ol than 1se vessl aell may bs
'-ul.l,lnl:nnl 10 foeleitnre, or nl }::l.L sekmare . wnd alie pay mews-of af ihe eosis of pro-
verslion of the afemler, [ prrabest npsdimt (e apsiem ol esapperarion and
wiletdie denuncation = wlldl. w8 iy of thie missioaaries nnd o licr good men
havc :ndlll,gnl. w g which ghey lead needy ainl eralubis enrs on thesalje, o
Elul nesan Laesur, - Al | rogrek deepldy 1e fiml chs 1_||}Ill|| T'alimes has Leen led
liy Hiin oxewes of z2al and ||||||||ha in milumaioie, ax he has = unjensgly dene,
e uhasn I’ql:lmﬁi al 1||||n:m1]-', anid love of jussice, and Bacred of wreng, are
it as warm a6 lis owe™
Hm I'a.u:r wie duted zsd Scptembies, 1By 1 is for the maka of the proies
A from 1he pem of b mn kmows o e wisr,
!||||||5||Lr||E|, _1||d |il.|.;|nﬂ||.rl,|:|r|n; :rm 1 anke o pirestion of wy readers o ibe quatas
bt
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has Leen the case, that Mr Raff lost his seat for East
Moreton by opposition eaised on this ground. But that
oppesition did not spring from the causes which are at
work with the English philanthropists.  With them the
sole object is to prevent a possible retumn to some form
of slivery, and the ill-usage of & certain number of theiy
fellow men. No one charges them with other motives,
or believes them to be pctuated by other than the purest
feelings. But the motives and feclings which have pro-
duced the opposition to which they have adhered are
other than theirs. Protection of white labour &5 the cause
of that opposition te which Mr. Rall was indebted for
the loss of his seat in the Queenstand Assembly. In
Oueenslond, as elsewhere throughout the world, the
political questions which most strongly stie the minds of
men are those which refer to the joint employment of
labour and capital, The white man in Queensland wha
Can mow earn 154, or 208, a4 week and his food would
like to earn 25s. or jos.—in which desire all the world
will sympothise with him. And he lelieves that his
desire may be best accomplished by preventing the use
of cheaper labour than his own. In this belicf, and in
the efforts to which it gives rise, the world will not sym-
pathise with him. The belief is as erroneods as the
efforts are vicious. [t is in some sort o repetition of the
infantine palitical coonomy which many ycars ago in-
duced rural labourers in England to destroy theashing
machines and burn out the farmers who used them. It
it not necéssary for me now io adduce arguments to
show that the preater the products of the colony the
more general will be the appregate prosperity of the
colonists, The white laboorer in Queensland, who is
not a good political economist, does believe that cheaper
Jabour than his own is injurious to himself, and there-
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fore desires: to keep the Polynesians away. He does not
understand that the very business in which he is allowed
to earn 44, or 4s 6d a day would not exist,—could not
B¢ carried on,—without another class of Iabour at the
rate of 25, or 15, G4 a day. He therefore becomes quite
as zealous in the cause as the philanthropist at home;
Lot he in his zenl hates the slining Polynesian, whom
he sees, with a warmth preater even than that which the
philanthropist throws into his love for his unseen man
and Lrother. There are a pair of hands, and a sopple
hody, and a willing spirit, and a ready brain to be had
fior 2r. 2 day,—underselling the white man's labour after
o fashion most nefarious to the white Iaboorer's imagi-
nation!  How can this crushing evil be avoided] Are
there no means by which good Iabour at 25 a day may
be made impossible—a thing not to be gltained in the
colony of Queensland?  Then the white lzbourer, with
indistinct intellipence an the subject, hears something of
his philanthropical friends at Exeter Hall, and begins to
find that there may be common cause befween thems.
White labour in the colony may be protected from
Exeter Hall, thoupgh Exeter Hall itself” has no such inten-
tion. The whitc labourer soon finds & po-between,—
soon. comes into communicabion with some pentleman,
anxions for his vole, who can make statements to the
philanthropists at home.  Under such eircumstances. it
will not Dt strange to the mind of the ordinary English
politician that Mr. Raff should lose his seat in the As-
sembly,~—especially when the ordinary politician remem-
bers that almost every white labourer possesses o vote.
It may De taken for gronted that the sole object in
England on the part of these who object to (he emigra-
tion of Polynesians to CQueenslind is to save the islanders
from suffering and oppression. It i said of these island-
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ers that a3 they cannot understand English,—and as
they speak various languapes among themselves, in regard
to which it is impossible for us to sénd interpreters who
shall understand them all,—therefore they cannot under-
stand the contracts made with them. That they under-
stand the wverbal nicetics of these contracts no one can
imagine. ‘Their contratts to them are very much the
same as are our legal documents to most of us at home,
We sign them, however, because from various concurrent
canses, we believe them to be conducive to our advan-
tage,—not because we understand them.  We lrost the
person who asks for our signature; and, though we know
that there is sometimes deceit and consequent misforune,
we believe that the chances are in our favour. Ex-
pericnce has taught us to trust. These islanders are in
precisely the same condition. . Those who go o Queens-
land for three years are sent back to these islands with
their hands full, in good health, and with reporis of a
life far better than that which Providence has given them
at home, It is on the reports of these men that new
contracts are now made—and it 15 by the experience
thus gained that they who have served for one term ol
three years are indueéd Lo retien for another berm,

In 1BG7, when the late Lord Derly wis in power,
there was some correspondence between the Admiralty
and the Colonial Office at home on this subject. =My
lords,” aaid some Admiralty secretary, *believe that these
islanders are incapable of understanding the nature of a
written contract with an employer, or that any of them
would knowingly and willingly engage themselves (o
work far from their own couwntey at all, or at any ploce
near their own home, for more than o few months. My
lords are also stronply impressed with the belief that
whatever regulations may Le made for the well-being and
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liberty of these people on their being brought nominally
within the reach of the laws and tribunals of Quoens-
land, no proper and cfficicnt control can ever be exer-
cisged over the manner in which these people are obtained
and placed on boand ship” Thén my lords express their
fina! resolution. “Entertaining these views my lords
ar¢ winable to concur in any recommendation with regard
to framing an act of the colomial legislature for the
regulation of the intreduction of these people into the
colony.”

There is not 2 word said here that might not be =aid
with equal force as to the emigration of Irishmen under
government surveillance from the British Isles to the
British colonies,—except in this, that in repard to the
poor Irishman there is seldom any contract insuring him
wark and food and wiges immediately on his amval,
Were there any such contract he would not understand
it & bit better than the islander,—who does in fact know
very well what the contract insures him. Why should
not government surveillance on a Queensland vessel pre-
vent ill-usage, as does goveynment surveillance on a ship
sailing fromy Cork.  With us also, at home, it has becn
necessary that such surveillance should exist, A certain
dictary iz preseribed; o certain number of culie feet of
space for every emigrant is made imperative; morals,
health, and comfort have been taken in hand in the
legislature,—because without such  intecference these
things were but insufficiently regarded. So it has been
in Quecnsland. The interference of our legislature was
successiul;—and why not the interference of the Queens-
Tand legistoture? At nny rate let us hove some evidence
that it has proved to be inelfectual, before we pat for-
wird our Secretaries of Stabe to declus that it 15 am-

possible that such interference should avail, and that the
Avpiradfic eod MNen Foaleud, 1 10
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povernment of one of our colonies is cither inefficicnt
and impotent, or clse frodulent and false in its pretended
action. 1 will here quote a few words from the judgment
given by Chiefl Justice Stephen, of New South Wales, on
the case of the Daphne, in November 186g, “In (Queens-
land the legislature has eommendably placed this kind of
trading, as [ar as it within theie jurisdiction, under very
etringent regulations.”

Accerding to “my lords® these islanders will never
willingly e¢npapge themselves to work away from home,
As they bave no work at home, my lords believe there-
fore that they will never engapge themselves o work at
all; or in other words that they are ineradicably savage,
a5 is the poor Australian aboriginal—our friend Boney,
for instance, who so willingly went to prison when he
lost his pouch and could not get = bit of tobacco.  But
the very reverse i the fact as regards them. ' Civilisation
is within their reach,—in spiie of their island homes,
their dusky colour, their various languapges, and old can-
nibal propensities,— becanse they will work, and are
anxions to gother to themsclves and to keep the fruis
of their labour. They are unbike the Awstralion abe
original,—or even the African negro, who is indifierent to
the fruits of work as long as he can enjoy the present
moment; but they arc like the Chinese and the [ndian
coolics, who know the comforts conferred and the power
given by accumulated possessions,—and who are there-
fore. capabile of receiving the blessings of civilisation.

Wark with fofr wages has donc infinitely more Lo

" civilise, and even te christianise, the so-called savage
races than has the energy of missionarics.  Lessons in
religion, even though they are accepted with gratitude
and mastered with zeal, do not suffice 10 teach the prac-
tice of morality to men incapable of a desice of ac-
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cumilaling properly by thewr own labour. The savage,
who 18 inexorably spvage, will sing psalms with almost
an cestasy of delight;—but he will sieal and drink and
revel in his favourite vices almost as De sings them,
He will not join the psalm in any degree with the idea
that the Power which he professes to praise should be
abeyed, He does not put two and wwo together. He
makes no-allempt o see the reason of the thing. He
never ealeulates, and therefore he will not work.  Hut
here is o race of men who do caleuiate, and who will
work,—and whe by work may be civilised. The Is-
landers who are brought to Queensland all retum,—and
not @ mman of e retarmg withont taking with him Jes-
sons of civilisation, ‘On the planters’ grounds in Queens:
land they leam each other's languages, they have to live
as white men live, they have to cook, to sow, to dig,
lo plant and hoe canes, to clothe themselves and
to be proud of their clothes—and they lenrn that cone
tinued work does praduce acoumulated property. These
lossons they take back to the islmds-—and then thizy
send their friends and retarn themselves, and so they
are pradually being Lrought within the pale of civilisa-
tion.  But this s to be stopped; if the philanthropists
be allowed to have their way, because tliere have heen
spread abroad stories that men have been kidnapped in
the islands.  “If not kindnapped for Cueensland itself,”
say the philanthropists, “they have Been kidnapped and
taken to Tahiti, kideapped and taken to Fij. ' Let
Cucenstand, cven if she e pure herself, have nothing
1o do with a tade which may connect her, even though
it may only be by iden, with the foul crime of man-
stealing.” ‘Then they expatiate on the greed of merchants
who want to make moncy out of the very bone and
sinews of other men. “I'o my intelligence, such as it i5
ot
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there 15 no arpument in all this. If good be done both
to Queensland and to the islands by a system of emigra-
tion from the islands, it should not be stopped becavse
evil is done by another system elsewhere. And as for
that denunciation of the greed of merchants, it is worse
than vain, To maké money oul of the bones and sincws
of other men is the natural and servicealde desire of the
employer of labour. I only wish that the English farmer
could be constrained to treat his labourer, out of whose
bones and sinews he makes money, with half the care
that is wsed towards the happy Polynesian who is allowed
to ¢scape from the snvage slivery of his island o the
plenty and protected task-work of a Queensland sugar
plantation.

1 know that it will be thought by some of my readers
that T hold o beicf for the Queensland government and
the Queensland sugar-grower, I know myself that 1 am
warm in my dislike 1o the inferference in the circulation
of labour by uninformed philanthropists,—even though [
know the philanthropists to Be the very best of men,—
ond that that very warmth will be taken as evidence
‘against me. I profess that I hold no brief;—that T am
actuated solcly by a desire to speak the truth as 1 think
that T saw it. But I do not expect men at home to think
as I think in this matter. I do nal call upon them tn
see with my eyes. But I refer again to the words quoted
before from a letter written by the Queensiand minister,
and mo doubt semt home by the Queensland governor.
Let some one, some one or twa, be sent out to inguire
‘into the matter,—men whose statements will be received
in England with confidence—so that it may bo known
whether the emigration from the islands be wholesome
and civilising in its nature, or unwholesome, unchristian,
and cruel. I it be the former, will it not be a pity that
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the intereat of a preat colony should Le sacmficed to o
feeting which in that case, noble as is @ts nature, will
have been founded on mis-statements and fed wpon
ignorance? And will it not be doubly a pity that apgainst
these poor islanders, who have shown themselves willing
to work, shoold e closed the lLest markeot that has been
opened to them for their labonrl

Though the white man be jealous of cheap labour
Mroan the islands, heeing eancs within the tropics is not
an employment which he likes for himself, and the best
sugar ground of Clueensland is north of the ropical line.
Much sugar is grown south of the line, in the Mary-
lrorough disirict for instance, and in East Morcton,—
[rom his scat for which county poor Mr. Raff was ex-
cluded, therely affording so conclusive an arpument to
the gentlemen at home;—and sugar is grown also in
certain districts in New Souih Wales, But if Auvstralian
supar ever compete in the markets of the world with
supar from Demerara, Cuba, and Mauwritius, it will be
preduced in North Clueensiand, - Both s6il and clinate
are propitions, and the district, though hot, is healthy.
The best land in the best Tocalities 18 already becoming
scarce and dearj—for sugar can never be profitably
grown without easy means of transit from the cane fields
1o the mill, and of sugar from the mill to the sea-port.
I'he trade must be carried on along the coast and river
banks, amd wp creeks, wide, and constant enough in
_their running to admit of some rough wode of water
carrisge. I believe that it is already becoming difficult
to procure land fitly situated.  But the failure or suc-
cess of the business will, I think, depend altogether on
he manner in which the guestion of labour shall be
geftled. I the Somh Sea Islamders be expelled, it is
possible that Chincse or Indian coolics may take their
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place. The exodus of the Chinese is probably s yet
hardly more than commenced. Dot without imported
laliour 1 doubt whether Qlueensland sugar can be grown,

I found thio cost to the sugar-planter of thosé Poly-
nesions to be about £75 per head for the whole term af
three yesrs,—which was divided as follows:—

Journey e and hack [which is H|“- Ay i for by il employes ﬂ.-.'!'lh
L]

man TR

Svarape reak n[gelmlu 1|ll. mEN O o |.|||. sinbon .
Wagns fer shroe yeams —T, - y |R
Ratinns {3r- o o week, -;.:r Ear 1|||'|:| Wi m. z 4, ; . o
likinkwis, clothes, &o b o % ! I G
Tar bast e by |||II|.'.|\'.|-., .‘.... I:-..'q.] ™ = % : = : 1
Ly

This amounts to nearly 104, 2 week for the entine
time. The average wages of a white man on o plan-
tation may e token at about 255 0 week, ineluding
rations. I was told by more than one surar-rrower that
two islanders were worth three white men among the
CaANCs,

As yet the prodouce of the colony abiout supplics the
colony. Some sugar i exported to New Sooth Wales.
Seme sugar is imported from the Maurities;—the exporis
:md imports being aboot equal, The retadl price is from

24, 1o b o poind w:u:wdm;g, to quality.  Should the
tr.tde go on and flourish it must he made prosperous by
supplying markets beyond the bounds of Queensland,
and to the Englishman who has net studied the colonies
it would appear natoral that the desired marke: should
be found in New South Wales, Victoria, and South
Australia.  The Englishman who has not studied the
iulomies ean hardly Dbring himself to understand that
Australia is not one whole,—that there is as much diffi-
cillty in commercial commutnicalion between Brisbhane
and Melbowrne as there is between Liverpool and New
York,—infinitcly more than in that between London and
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Havre. These colomies lay duties on cach other at
diverse rates. Tasmania charges s a owk on imported
paw sugar, Victoria 35 a cwt  MNew South Wales 55,
Mew Fealnnd 16 ool or 95 4d. 2 ewt. 5o that sugar
from Quecnsland has no preference in the other colonics
over sugar from the Mawritivs.  Nor under the existing
state of the Dritish law as it affects the colonies could
such preference be given. New South Wales, for in-
stance, may decide for hersell whether she will admit
sugar free, or whether she will plise 2 costom duty upon
its import; bLut she cannot toke Cloeensland sugar free
and refise to take supar free from other sugar-growing
countries, As the eolonics at present stand in reference
to exch other,—with the existing feeling of jenlousy, and
occasionally almost of haostility,—with a condition of
things in which a minister in one colony speaks in his
partiament of another as a “friendly colony,” in the
spirit in which our ministers- a1 home call this or that
nation 4 “friendly country;”" or an “allied country," lay-
ing stress on the alliance, when we know that we are on
the brink of wir with that country,—with thiese mutual
rivalries and almost antipathics, this British law, tending
as it does (oo the separmtion of Austealian interests, has
no very strong immediate efiect.  The colonies are de-
termined to be separate.  Awstralia is a term that finds
no response in the patriotic fecling of any Australian,
They arc Victorians, or Queenslanders, or men of New
South Woles; and ench s nol at present unwilling to
have the pleasure of taxing the other. But this will
come to an end =ooner or later. The name of Australi.
will be dearer if not greater to Australian cars than the
mame of Great Britain, and then the produce of the land
will pass free throughout the lond,
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CHATTER IX.

Cavernmes,

THE system of government is very nearly the same
in all the Australian colonies, though the system of poli-
tics in vogue may vary considerably.  Protection at the
present moment i3 rife o Vicioria, but is not i favour
in Queensland, In Queensland the interests of the
squatters prevail; but in Victoria the sqguatters are not in
thee ascendant. In Queensland the ministers and people
generally are inclined 1o be submissive to the Colonial
Office at home, with an inclination to hiang upon English
advice, and to maintain English influences,  In Victoria,
an the other hand, the Colonial Office in Downing Street
is not highly respected, and the politicians of the day
are inclined to think that they can best “paddle their
own canoe’”  These are political differences, depending
on the leading men of the hour, and on the chance
circumstances of the colony at the moment. But the
forms of legislative and cxecutive administration are nearly
identical,—as much 50, 1 think, a5 they are in the dif-
ferent States of the American Union.

Kings, Lords, and Commons, prevail in the colonics
cas they do at home,— with some voristions.  The
govemnor enicts the office of king, but he dovs so with a
political responsibility which does nat attach to the thrane
with ug. At homve the royal veto has become obsolete,
The sovereign and the ministry of the day must neces.
sa.rﬂ_'p be in accord. 1f the ministors.differ from parfia-
‘ment on any matter of moment, they go out of office,
and another set of meén comes in, supported by majorities.
By such a system there can be no need of 2 veto,—as
the parliament which submits its bills to the crown con-
trols the ministers which advise the crown. Dut ina
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colony, —even in 2 colony with representative insti-
tutions,—the working is different. The colonial minis-
ters no doubt advise the governor in council; bat he
i3 subject Lo instructions from home. And the legislative
powers of the colonies are limited in certain directions.
Mo law is to be passed contrary 1o the spirit of the laws
of England. The governor, therclore, does exercise a
ternporary veto not unfrequently,—submitiing the matter
home for decision. In Queensland no! long since the
minisiers of the day proposed a law by which paper
mongy would have become inconvertible, and wouold have
been substituted for gold as the legal ténder of the coun-
try, The povernor refused his acquiescence, and was
supported by the Colonial Office at home. In this way
the colonies are preserved from erude legislation, which
would be the certain and notural result of inexperience
in statecraft. In saying this 1 by no means inftend to
cast 4 slur on colonial mnisters, or 1o imply that in-
efficient men have been chesen for high offices, 1 cer-
tainly make no such charge in regard to Cueensland,
But it cannot be expected that a colony with a population
of 120,000 souls should be able to produce a ministry
skilled at all points in questions of govermment and
finance. Among such a population the minister chosen
will nsually be a pemtleman intent on his own profession,
—whatever that may be; whose education and chances
im life have made him a lowyer, o merchant, ora squatter,
Such a man finds himsell suddenly in parliament, and
almost as suddenly o minister of state,—-a colonial se-
cretary or prime minister,—or perhaps a colonial trea-
surer or chancellor of the exchequer, —backed by a
majority in patlianent, and enabled therefore, as far as
the colonial parliament is concerned, to carry his own
measures. His inexperience is brought face to fuce with
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the inexpericnce of a small chamber,—just as the ex-
perfence of a minister with us is encountered by the ex-
perience of a very large chamber, Though the interests
of the colony are comparatively small,—because the
numbers are small —the benefits or injuries which may
b the result of pood or bad legislation will be as preat
to the few, as they are to the many in crowded com-
munitics. It iz by no means wonderful thot it should
appear expedient to six or seven gentlemen in Quecns-
land that inconvertible paper shoold be the safest gircu-
lating medium for the colonists; but it would be highly
prejudicial to the colony that such a gquestion should be
left to the unassisted wisdom of these six or seven
gentlemen,—and perhaps altogether rmiinogs. It may be
that each of these six or seven should be superior in all
pood gifts; in cloguence, patriotism, and nalural sense,
to any secretary of state at home. It is by no means Lo
be supposed thot o minister of state in England must be
siiperior to @ minister in Queensland, because the one is
an Englishman and the ether a colonist.  But the con-
crete wisdom of thirty millien people is greater than that
of a hundred and twenty thousand, and the experence
of ages of legislation is needed to control the newness
and rawness of o parlinment that has existed but for o
few years

This probally is the ‘strongest existing reason for
miaintaining the present dependent condition of the
Australian colonies. There are other reasons, all sirong
against immediate change;—the possible need of pro-
te_tion in coge of attack, which protection we should
give with maore heartiness and certainty to a colony than
to an ally;—the absence of any Australian fceling between
the colonics of n nature strong enough to bind them
into one whole;—the doubt which would be felt both at
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home and in the celomes as to the form of government
to be selected; the general dislike to a republic and the
difficuliies which stand in the way of the establishment of
a monarchy,—all these objections are valid against that
ideg of inmmedinge ndependence which is not without
il supporlers in England.  But sirongest among them
all 5 the necessary inexperience of coloninl stalesmen.
The need for guidance and control is that of the youtl
who is no Tonger a Doy Dut i nol a5 yel quite 2 man.
He may be better edicated than his father, of a higher
intellect, of finer aspirations, giving promize of almos)
Darwinian improvement in his- descent;—Iuit he cannot
be trusted to go quite alome 61l he has been taupght by
cxperience that paper, without gold to back it, will not
long supply his necessities,—till he shall have leamed
that and other worldly bessons which will not come simply
from high intelect and fine aspirfitions.

The governor, witl his instructions from home, and
his power of reserving new laws till they shall have been
submitted to the judgment of the minister at home, enacts
the part of king. He is assisted by an executive council
of which he is the president, and which consists of his
ministers The prenier is the vice-president, and has,
1 think, always in Queensland filled the office of colonial
secretary, This council is the counterpart of our cabinet,
~—from which it differs simply in this, that the govemnor
tokes a part in its deliberations, It i, I presume, com-
petent for the sovercign to do so at home. Some years
since we learned that Trince Albert -did attend cabinet
councils on behalf of her Majesty.  But it s supposca
at home that no such duty is attached to the crown, and
many think,—as many thought then,—that this practice
was an innovation and dangerons. In the colonies it is
a part of the governor's work, and it must thercfore be
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presumed that he expresses an opinion as to what shall
or shall not be done. It must, however, be presumed
alzo that his opinion has less weight than that of any of
his cabinet,

In Queensland there are, as a rule, six executive
ministers. During my visit to the colony there was a
seventh member of the cabimet, who held, however, no
office and received no salacy, OF these six the Con-
stitution requires thal only one shall be in the upjer
chamber,—or legislative council. The other five are
supposed to find seats for themselves in the lower house,
or legisiative assembly,—though there iz nothing in the
Constitution to make this impeeative. There iz a colo-
nial secrotary,—who seems to combine all duties which
do not naturally fall 1o the lot of his brethren;—a colo-
nial freasurer; a chancellor of the éxcheguer; a minister
for works and gold-felds; a minister for lands; a post-
master-reneral; and an atorney-general. | These gentle-
men excrcise the patronage: of the colony among them,
and are much belicd i they do not regard that duty as
being equal in importonce to any that is confided to
tiem oo ge is indeed one of the greatest curses of
the colomies. The pubbic 5 never a very pood pay-
master. Im no country aré fortunes fo be made in the
public service,—~unless such be done by the ministers of
a despot. But there is always a craving for official
salaries,—even though these salaries be hardly sufficicnt
to give bread and meat. Inthe United States the public
servanis arc among the most necdy of lhe citizens, In
‘vashington the clerks attached o the public offices can
barely exist on their pay. But in the United States the
demand for office is so great that expectant [wesidents
are required to come to terms 25 to the manipulation of
patronage Lefore they are assured of the support of their
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parties. I regrel to say that the same greed for public
place is growing up in the colonies,—eéven in a colony
oo mew as Oueensland. A mimister must make surc of
hiz =seat, and constitvents demand their share of the
plunder,—as they do also not unfreguently elsewhere,
Our House of Lords is represented in the colonics
by the legislative council, whicl consists of twenty-one
members. These are nominated by the povemor for life,
the governor being of course subject in this matter to
the adviee of his ministers, The nomination therefore
practically rests with the premier. With us at home there
is a very gencral fecling that the power and influence of
the House of Lords is on the wane in regard to politicnl
action. Our Lords can of course throw out lhills, and
they do throw out bills very often.  But we have taught
ourselves fo belicve that they should not throw out any
il as to which the country shows itself to be in carnest
abowve three or four mes at the furthest, Thoy are
presumed 1o be compressible afier a certain amount of
resistance, and are supposed to be allowed to hold their
position by reason of their compressibility. The legis-
lative council in an Australian parlisment is intended to
be endowed with similar privileges and similar feebleness.
Their sittings are short and uninteresting, bat the cham-
ber i which they are held is imposing and comfortable.
The copy of the home institution is very faithiul,—with
the exception of course of the hereditary element. As
the members hold their seats for life, many of them are
of course old, and a5 the age of the colony advances
they will Decome older. Nothing can De more respece-
able and well-behaved than an Australian legisiative coun-
cil, and T Delieve that among legislative ¢ouncils none is
better behaved than that of Queensiand. But the fechie-
ness i= there, It is ab any rate supposed to be there
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When you are told that a gentleman has been nominated
to the upper house, it s intended that you should under-
stand that he has been laid honourably on the shelf. It
is, however, competent to him 1o come down feom the
shell and again to enter upon the arena of true political
action,—a privilege which is allogether denicd 10 mem-
bers of the upper housc with us,

“The arenn for political action &5 the legislative - ay.
sembly, in which ministers with their friends sit on the
right of the Speaker, and the opposition on the left, with
a great table between them, and benches below the
gangway,—just as we have it at home. When I was in
Queensland the House consisted of thirty-two members,
but it was then in contemplation to add twelve to the
number. I had no oppertunity of being present at o
debate, as o gencral election was going on while T was
in the colony, and the new Iouse had not as yet sat
when I left it A majonty of six was prepared to sup-
port the povernment,—which had, 1 was informed, is-
solved the House with o majority of one, I read some
past debates and was not astonished (o And that con-
siderable latitude was allowed i the use of vehement
lanpuage.  Sech is always the case in a2 small chamber,
in which the united common sense of the whole s not
sufficiently extended to repress the temporary folly of
one.or two.. Since I left Queensland a most discreditalbale
scene has taken place in the House~~of such o nature
that its repetition would be most injurious 1o the colony,
One honourable memler, in the heat of debate and
after dinner; plucked another honourable member by
the beard,—and then ran away. It is fair, however, to
pdd that he was driven to resign his seat, and was not
re-elected. The procecdings have, however, as a mile,
been orderly in Quecnsland, and creditable to the
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colony. Men have been pgot together anxious for the
welfare of the colony, —who have acted with greater
legislative discretion than a just expectation could have
hoped 1o obtain from =0 small o popalation thinly spread
over s0 immense an area. There must always be danger
that & patliament selected from a few scattered in-
hobitants will fail in achievicg the work of its con-
slituencies or in gaining the respect of the world at
large; and the smaller the number, the greater will be
e damger. At first thore were but twenty-six members
in the Queensland Assembly.  There is nothing in the
corporate strength of sech a chomber o contéol the
energy of the would-be orator; it has no traditions of its
own by which 1o regulite its practice; it feels itzell to
be but a little copy of a great institution, and s half
ashamed of its own pretensions. [t may so casily be-
come rowdy, while decorum is so difficult! It iz fell
that the majesty with which our parlizment at home is
invested should be copied, but that it can hardly be
copied without absurdity! Queensland began her sells
povernment with about 20000 souls—and it must e
admittedt that there wos danger. But the Queensland
Assermnbly has not Leen distinguished for rowdiness among
volonial paclisments, and has held up §ts head, and
done its work, and amtained that respect without which a
parliament must be worthless,

In Queensiand the system which regulates a man's
capacity to vote for a member of the legislative as-
sembly is certainly not democratic. Every man aged
twenty-one ean vote, provided that he is possessed of
one of the following qualifications,—which qualification,
however, must appertain to the district or town in regard
to which the voie is to be given. He niust have resided
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for six months, He most then possess some one of the
following positions—

Olun @ frechodd, worth C1ea aliove pacumlmeces,

Chcoapy o tenemant warlsy Dae per annum,

Hold & keacse of £16 par annum . of which tkree years are 68 B8 pum, of

uf which thmme years have alraidy run.
mﬂlmlriﬂmrmm

S et .

By this law the nomad tribes of wandering labourers,
—or of wandering begears; as many of them may be
more properly described—are excluded from the re-
gisters,

It canmot be said that this young colony has shown
any tendency to run headlong into the tempting dangers
of democracy. It would appear that the prevailing feel-
ings of the people lic altogether in the other direction.
As | have said, I fear more thon once before, the
srquatters are the anstocracy of the country, and I found
that a cabinet with seven members conlained six sqoat-
ters. The general clection which took place while I
was there supported this ministry by a majority of six
in 2 House of thirty-two members, giving ninetcen on
one side to thirteen on the other.  This would be equal
to & majority of one hundred and {wenty in a House of
six hundred and forty,—a result which would with us
be taken as showing the scnse of the country very
plainly. At home, in England, we are inclined to re-
gard the institufions of onr Australian colonies as being
essentially democratic,—as showing almost republican
peopensities. In this, I think, we are mistaken,—cer-
tainly as regards Clueensland,  Among the working
population outside the towns political feeling is nat
strong in any direction. Men care litfle aliout politics,
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—not connecting this or that set of ministers with the
one important subject of wages. In some districls a
certain amount of zeal has Leen aroused against cheap
labour,—and here and there an election may have been
turned by the feeling of white men in that direclion.
The opposition 1o squatters comes of course [rom 1he
towng,—and chiefly (rom the mctropolis.  Buet it cannot
be describied as being strong or enthusiastic, and is
chiefly duc 1o the ambition of men who, sitting on the
left hand of the Speaker, are [lled with a naroral desire
to sit on the right. 1 am inclined to report as my
opinion  that politics in Qoeensland are very quict,
whereps the loyalty 1o the Crown is very strong.
Nothing strikes o visiter to the eoleny more forcilly
than the desire to hold government place, 1 myself
would certainly not have expected that this would be
80 among a voung population, cager for independence,
to whose cnergy unlimited @cres are open, and among
whom it cannot be said that the professions and pur-
siits of commerce are overcrowded. The government
pay is mot excossively liberal, and the positions when
gained do nol scem o be very enviable, Tour aor five
hundred a year is a pamadise of government promoetion,
1o which but very fow can hope to attoine But the
thing when scen from a distance allures by its certainty,
—and T fear clso by o conviction that the “government
stroke” may be a light stroke of work. In colonial
parlance the povernment stroke ds thiat light and easy
mode of labour,—perhaps that semblance of labour,—
which no other mastef will endure, thowgh movermment
iz forced 1o put up with it With us the govemnient
stroke has hoppily mken guite another phase. It s Lo
be hoped that it may gradually be made 1o do so in

the colonics.  That the longing for government cmploy-
Asucdralic and New Seatiud T 1t
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ment, with the eringing and threats and back-door in-
terest necessary to obtain it, should be made to cease
also, is more perhaps than can be at once expected.

CHATTER X.

Laboar.

I the preceding pages T have already spoken fre-
quently of the rates of wages in Queensiand but the
condition of the Iabourer cannot be judpged simply from
the wages he may earn. In Queensland they are high,
—&0 high a% to Dbe very tempting to the would-be
English emigrant; but the emigrant should learn more
than the current rate of wapges before he resolves that

- he will attermpt to make himself happy in o new country.
As our colonies are chiefly serviceable to us ond to the
world as offering fields in which labour may make men pros-
perous and happy, it is essential that something should
be known on this matter.  After all, democratic institu-
tions, form of government, ballot, responsible ministers,
and the like, are bot flea-bites on the great body of the
people.  They are talked about, and seen; and known,
—and are apt subjects for enthusiastic conversation; but
when one gefs hall an inch Delow the surfece, one finds
that guestions of politics are but of Tittle interest, It is
not the pelitical shoe which pinches—at any rate, in
the colonies, How much can 2 man earmn, and with
what smallest amount of labour;—and what privileges
may a man enjoy while he i3 caoming it And with
‘what smallest amount of capital can a man settle him-
self on the soil and live, so that he shall be his own
master and owe no obedience to any onel And if o
man shall venture so to scitle himself and be indes

pendent with some smallest imaginable capital,—£2 10r.,



QUEENSLAND. 163

we will say, as the frst paymient on forty] acres of
selected agricultural land, and L7 10s to build a hut
with, &c,—what probability i= there that he may De
able to live honsstly and pay further annual instalments,
And if not honestly,—then must he starve, or will any
ather way be open to him?  And, in living, what will
be the nature of his life? The labourer here at home
has cerfainly a hard time. His lines have not fallen to
him in pleasant places. The former’s labourer, the carer,
ploughman, or hedper and  ditcher, with 115 o week,
and a wife and four children, mist often wonder ot the
inecuality of things, and, if ke be imaginative, be
tempted inte strange thoughts as to God's doings. He
has as yet been alile 1o defend his labour by no tmades'
union, to infloence the farmer by no fear of 2 strike in
the parish, and has been powerless to demand more than
sufficient Lread to keep body and sool together, He is
only now making the aitempt, urged to do so by
gloquence of cutside friends. Tle is not imaginative,
and is-too apt to bear his fardel patiently. He hears
nothing of (ueensland or other colenies,—unless by
some special chance in his favour,—and knows no better
than to have his body and soul kept together for him.
An author would do something useful who could get at
him, at him and at his boys as they nse i the world,
zndl tell them what would really befall them f, through
friends, or by colonial bounty, or State aid, or by per-
sonal industry, they, or-any one of them—could manage
to be landed on the shores of Clucensland.

I take it that plenty to eat is, all the werld over, the
first desire of man and woman, When a man has plenty
to eat as a matter of course,—when his food comes to
him as does the air which he breathes,—he is apt to

think that his own first desires are of o sublimer nature;
n*
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bat any accident in the supplics for twenty-four hoies
will teach the truth on this subject to the maost high-
minded. T can imagine that a leg of mutton looms ag
large to an Essex delver and is as glorious a future, as
a stat in parlinment to o young barrister. There are
legs of mutton, if only it might be possible to get at one!
Let the delver get to Qaeensland and he will at any rate
have logs of mutton, Meat three times a day is the
normal condition of the Ouneensland labourer. In the
colony mutton may be worth three halfpence per pound,
or pethaps twopence; Dt of the price the labourer takes
no heed, He is provided as o matter of course with
rations,—fiourtcen [H:lundr.. of meat o week is the erdinary
allowance for o labourer in Quecnsland, —and, as regards
food for himself, he is called upon to take no thought of
the morrow, any more than if he were a babe. Fourteen
pounds of meat, cight pounds of Aour, two pounds of
sugar, and a guarter of o pound of tex are alloiied fo
him weekly. This in England would cost, at the lowest
price, something over 125, a week,—more than the labourer
can earn altogether,—and this the labourer in Queens-
land enjovs as a matier of course belore he comes 1o the
question of wages.

I may, however, as well declare at onge that the all
but divine happiness of such a state of cxistence,—ag il
will appear to the delveér at home,—seems very soon to
loge it= brilliance in the.eyes of the mon when he''is in
Chucenstand,  He has hardly eaten a few huadred pounds

_nr cotonial mutton, has not béen on rations six months,
before he has forgotien entirely that he was ever shaort
of supply in the matter of animal food., The Irishman
who has come from the unchanging pespetuity of pota-
toes to a plethorn, of meat, teaches himscll to helieve
withim twelve months that he never sat down to dinner
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at home without o beefsteak or 4 roast fowl. 1 came to
a little dispute once with a working man at Kockhampton.
“If you kmew what it was!" he said, “to have to eat
multon three times a day, day afier day, weck afier week,
manth after month, you would not come here and tell us
tliat we aught to be contented wilh oor condition.” Look-
ing at the matter in his light, I see that e has some
justice on his side, 1 told him, jeering at him ill-naturedly,
that if he would give up one meal a day, he would lessen
Tiis sorrow by at least o thicd;—Dbut I saw that 1 was not
regarded as having the best of the argument. [ would
wish therefore that the would-be emigrating English
labourer should understand that when he gets his meat
in plenty it will not be to him a blessing so unalloyed
a5 ho now thinks it Alas, §5 it not the same with all
blessings? What is there for which we toil and sigh, which
when pained does not become 1o us like muiton served
thrice daily? The zcat in parlioment, the beautiful young
wife, even accomulated wealth, all pall upon us; and we
exclaim, as did my labouring friend ot Rockhampion,—
“If you too had te eat this mutton three times a day you
would not think your condition 5o blessed

Rut there is the Llessing,—sich as it s, The man
who works in Quecnsland 15 ab any mte sufficiently fed,
The man whe works at home is (o0 offen very inguf-
ficiently fad. I am of opinion that the English labourer
looking at the question from his point of view will make
light of that Rocklhampton objection which, neverthiless,
1 lave felt it tor be my duty to lay before hime The
next question is thisj—will the immigrating labodrer ar-
riving at Queensland find himself sure of labour 1o suit
him? 1Is it fairly certain that he will fall inte one of
these places, with all the mutton and flour and sugar and
teat It is ot any rate all Lut certain that he will have
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no soch success unless he be a man who can really work,
The old, the idle, the reckless, and the sofi-handed will
enly come to worse grief in a colony than the grief which
they will leave behind them., [ am speaking now of in-
tending emigrants who purpose fo reach the colony without
meney in their pockets;—and while so speaking T will
say at once that the chainces in any Australisn colony
are very bad both for men and women who go thither
with aome vague idea of earming bread by their education
or their wits. ‘The would-be government elerk, the would-be
governess, the would-be schoolmaster, lnwyer, starekeeper,
ar the like, has no more probalile opening 1o him in an
Australian town than he has in London er in Liverpool.
Such 2 one may possibly prosper in Brisbane or else-
where; bat the would-be government clerk will probably
find himself after some months of hardship a shepherd
in the bush,—a condition than which nothing in humanity
short of starvation can be more wretched; and the would-be
governess will find hersell vainly Striving to Tulfil the
dutics of a mursery-raid, should she even succeed in
getting food and shelter with such intention.

But the young man with sinews and horny hands—
the man who is young enough to adapt himself to new
labour,—will certainly find occupation. He is worth his
rations, and high wages beyond his rations. On that
subject of wages he will probalily Gnd himsell contesting
points: with employers of labour. Cheap labour, or at
any tate labour as cheap as possible, #s in Queensland
as much regarded as elsewhere, The varjous industrial
waterprises of the country are dependent on it In that
matter of sugar it has been already stated that canes can
hardly be prown successfully with white lobour. In
timber-sawing, meal-preserving, in the working of gold-
reefs, at sheep-washing and sheep-shearing, the rate of
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wages to be paid is all-important; and no doubt an effort
is continually being made to reduce them. But I rarely
found that a white man's lobour could be had for less
than 15¢, 2 week in addition to his rations. At meat-
preserving and sugar cstablishments men eamn from 155
to 20s. 4 week. Washers at sheep-stations earn about
gr. a day.  Shearers will earn, sccording to their skill
and strenpgth, from 7 to L4s o day, paying, however,
for their own rations.  These two last employments are
only to be had during the last four months of the year.
Shepherds on a sheep-run are paid from £30 to L0 per
annum, and their rations;—but the life is o life of ab-
golute solitude and of almost cootinued inaclion, and
ends very frequently in madness or drunkenncss. In
various cases [ have found that these men have taken up
strong Calvinistic ideas in religion,—teaching themselves
in their solitary wanderings to believe that they will as-
suredly be damned. ‘They live in huts by themselves,
going out in the moming with their Nocks, bringing them
back in the evéning to the enclosure or yard by which
the hut is surrounded., But this miserable occupation is
becoming less and loss common daily, as the squatters
perceive that they tan fence in their paddocks at less
expense than they can maintain shepherds,—and that by
such a system sheep can feed both day and night. It is
impossible to watch the shepherds, and it has often been
found that eight o'clock in the morning has still seen the
sheep confined within their yards. Dut the paddocks
cannot be left unwotched, and men are employed who
are called boundary-riders,—whose duly it is to know au
the circomstances, each of his ewn paddock, A paddock
may contain from six to twelve thousand acres. An arca
therafore four miles square, conlaining sixtéen square
miles, does ol make o very large paddeck. This boundary-



148 OUEENSLAND.

rider will receive probably £45 per annum and his rations.
He will also have the use of a horse. The wages of
mechanics do not seem toc be muoch higher than those
in England,—not so, at least, in propoertion to the dif-
ference found in rural or semi-rural employment. . Car-
penters and masons in small towns eam from O 1o
7. Od. o day—withowt ratons,—the lower being the
more comimon rale of the two. Gardeners snd  grooms,
when men get employment in sueh occupations, receive
about 2or a week and rations.  Maid-servanis an the
towns are paid tor a week,—being hired almost in-
variably for the short term, and net, as with us, by the
month,

If we may take 175, Gd, a3 the average moncy wages
of & Inbouring man, he will receive tn the year something
over £435, besides his foed. It muost be understood also
that in most of the occupations specified shelter i al-
forded;—a place, that is, in which to cock, to sleep, and
to eat.  The man brings lis own Dblankets, but he has a
bunk on which he ean lie, and the wse of a hut.  If
therefore, a man be unmarried and really carcful, he can
very uickly save enough money to enable himsell to
gtart a5 a buyer of land. I now presume mysell to be
addressing some young English labourer; and the young
English labourer is doubtless certzin that, when the cir-
cumstanees described become his own, he will be prudent.
I hope he may. There is no reason whatever why he
should not. Those among whom he works will respect
and even like him the better for it,—and those for whom
ne works will of course do so.  He will have every facility
for saving his money, which will be paid (o him in com-
paratively large sums, by cheques, Perhaps he will do 5o,
I am bound to tell him that T have my doubts about it
I shall very much respect him i he does; but, judging
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from the habits of others of his class, and from the ex-
perience of those who know the colony, I think that he
will take his cheque to a pollic-house, give it to the
pullican, get drunk, and remain so till the publican telis
him that the cheque has been consumed. The publican
will probubly let him eat and drnk for o fornight, and
will then turn him out penmiless, to begin again.  He
will begin again, and repeat the same folly time after
time, till he will teach himself to think that it iz the
normal condition of his life,

A Queensland gentleman told me the story of a certain
ghearer who had shom for him year afier year, and had
always gone through the same process of “knocking down
his cheque,” as the work is technically called. He liked
the man, and on one oceasion remonstrated with him as
he handed him the paper, explaining to him the niad-
ness of the proceeding.  Would he not on that occasion
be content to get drunk only on a portion of his money,
and put the remainder into a savings-banki Noj;—the
man said that when he had carned his money he liked
to feel that he could do what he pleased with it. So he
took his chegue,—and started for the nearest town, On
the following day he returned,—to the astonishment 8
his employer, who knew that the knocking down of 50
sulistantial & cheque should have occopied perhaps three
weeks,—and told his story, Having a litdle silver in his
pocket, and having thought mach of what had been said
ta him, he had “planted” his cheque when he found
him=elf near the town.  In the language of the colonies,
to plant a thing is to hide it, He had planted his cheque,
and gonc on Lo the publican with his silver. To set to
work to get drunk was a matier of course.  He did get
drunk,—but the publican scemed to hove had some doubt
as to the propriety of supplying him freely, Why had
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not the man brought out his cheque in the usual manly
way at once, instead of paying with loose silver for a fow
“nobllers” for himself and the company? The poblican
put him to bed drunk,—stretching him out on some
bunk or board in the customary hospitable manner; but
he had his suspicions. Could it be that his old friend
should have no cheque after shearing? It behoved him,
at any rate, to know., The knocking down of an im-
aginary cheque would De dreadful to the publican. So
the publicon stripped him and examined all his clothing,
looked into his boots, and felt well through the possible
secrets of evéry garment.  The man, though drunk, and
drogged, was not so drunk or drugged but what he knew
and understood the proceeding: He liad not paid enoagh
for a sufficient ampunt of dregs and liquor to make him
ahbsolutely #enseless. The cheque had been securcly
planted, and nothing was found. On the next moming
he was turned out ignominioonsly by the justly-indignant
owner of the house; but in the tree by the roadside he
found his cheque, and returned with it to the station a
wiser and a better man.

And yet I do not say that the Cuecnsland labourers
are dronkards. T eall o man & drunkard who is habitually
drunk,—not him who gets dnink once or lwice a year,
though the drunkenness on those special ocecasions be
ever 50 vigorous, ‘These men at their work are almost
invariably sober. ‘The sheds or establishments at which
they are employed ere often far from any place ot which
drink can be booght, and from their employers they can
get nong.  During their work they are not allowed to
drink. In this respect they are under a resteaint quite
unintelligible te the ordinary English labourer. For
weeks and weeks they po on, drinking nothing but tea
The pint of beer which is the Englishman's heaven is an
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unknown institution in the colonies. This sobriety, whether
enforced or voluntary, dunng the period of employment
has become so much a thing of couwrse, that it is expected
and i3 mitter of no complaint  They smoke much to-
bacece, drink muoch ten, eat muoch motton,—and work
very hard. Then comes the short holiday, in which they
knock down their cheques and live like brutes.

It must be allowed that the nature of the lives which
these men live offcrs some excase for their folly. During
these periods of work they herd together like snilors on
board 2 ship, Their home is at the wool-shed, or on
the station, or somewhere about the establishment. They
are, as it were, always subject to discipline, as are sailors
and sehoolboys;—and, like sailors and. schoolboys, when
they shake off their discipline they are "wild for a spree
There is no other spree open to the man but such as
the publican can give him. HMHe finds himsell with a
larpe sum of money in his hand ,—which is all his own,
and he is determined 1o have whatever enjoyment he
ean obtain, He has been debarred from liquor, perhaps,
for months, during which he has felt himself to be little
better than o slave. Now he 15 free. For what has he
toiled with I_I.nrl:’.'mlttmg. labour and rigid enforced sobriety
if he may not enjoy his freedom?  Seo he knocks down
hiz cheque; and then he begins again.

Of course there arc vasieties in the life. The man
may have a wife who will restrain him, or a wife whom
he will neglect, or a wife who can help in knocking
down cheques, The married men genemlly do best, and
are restrained, caring for their wives and children, When
a mian has obtained foc himself a fved home,—perhaps
a homestead with a bit of land,—he returns thither in-
stead of to a wonted drinking-shop. But the evil which
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1 have described is so general, as to make it necessary
that the would-be emigrant should know the temptations
which he will encounter. We are often told in England
that drink 15 the bane of the Australion colonies:—and
as we know well the constancy of the habit with those
of our own population who are given to beer or gin—
the bi-weekly or perhaps nightly attendance ar the liquor
shop,—we are induced to helieve that the same wico
prevails in the same form but with aggravated: force in
Australia. Speaking, not of the towns, but of the country,
I think that this {5 not the case. Australizn drunkenness
is mot of the English type. It is more reckless, mare
gxtravapgant, more riotous,—to the imagination of the
man infinitely more magnificent;—Dbut it is less enduoring,
and certainly upon the whole less debasing.

The man, even if he have no wife, need not make
himself a fool omd o beast. The young would-be
emigrant whom 1 am addressing will, at any rate resolve
that he will never kneck down his cheque, Ile has my
beat wishes with him in that resolution, and my ossurance
that if he will keep it, he will certainly save moncy, He
is to earn wages at the mie of £45 per annum over and
above his food, and, if he be unmarried, he will be at
no expensé for house-rent or fuel while he iz employed.
He must clothe himsell and furnish himself with o pair
ol Dlankets, The rest of his money he may save, In
three years, provided he be gified with that power of
abstaining from drink altogether which my young friend
intends to exercise, he will find himself fhe owner of
£75 or Lo, even after he have maintzined himselll for
some weeks 1o each year, during which he may probably
have been looking for fresh employment. What shall he
do with his £75 so that he"may be a happy and pros-

perous mant
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Nothing bul & streng conviction on my part that I
shall mever again be in Ausiralia, never again meet those
friendly squatters - at. whose tables [ have sat, whose
hospitality 1 have cnjoyed, with whom I have discussed
these matters, and whose hatred of the free-selecter I
understand and appreciate, emboldens me to tell this
young man that his best opening in colonial life is to
bay & bit of land. I live in the hope that at home I
may yel meet many o squatter whom I have Enown in
the colomies;—but I shall mect them one at a time, and
may hope to be able to endure any attack that may be
made on me. *And you,—after all that you have seéen,”
—the squatter would say,—*after all that we have told
vou, afier the pains we have Dieen at to give you colonial
experignce and make you know the truth,—you recom-
mend this young man to buy land, to become a farmer
on soil which will produce no farmer's crop, to place
himself where he must necessarily hate and he hated, to
become o cattle-stealer in order that he may live, and to
bring up his childeen to be cable-stealers. afier his
example! You snderstand the colonies! You are ignorant
of the colonjes as are all Englishmen,—those who stay
at home equally witl those who come out here for awhile
and then go Lack crammed with folly and falsehood Ly
interested persons.”

There is sometling admirable, or at [east envialle,
in the rock-fast conviction of mcn, the leading principles
of whose lives have been formed by the combined strength
ol edneation, costom, and interest. It 15 5o with the
Australian squatter, who does not fecl more sure that he
himself will be mjured by the operation of the free-
selecter than that the frec-selecter himsell will be mined
by it. The squatter produces wool, and knows that wool
is the staple produce of the colenics, To his thinking,
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success in wool means Australian grealness, and any
drawback on that success, Australian misfortune,  Any
lnws which may interfere with his pastoral and almost
patriarchal views of life seem 1o him to emanate from
demecracy and the devil. He gets into parliament him-
self,—going up to Brisbane if he be a Queenslander,—
at great personal incontenicnce, fecling but little personal
ambilion as to his seat,—only that he may check the
making of such laws. He knows that there must and
will be land-Jaws in his colony, baving the same me-
lancholy certainty in the success of democracy and the
devil as that which pervades the mund of an English
Tory. He will even frame the land-law himsell,—the
very land-law which 15 to give power to the free-selecter,
—3% the Tory in Enpland has framed laws for extended
suffrage and the like. The English Tory whea he is
among his friends does not scruple to declare his hatred
for the work of his own hands. In parliament it is ne-
cessary to be conciliatory, teady to yield, and almost
submissive;—but in private life every ome knows of
course that these changes are the work of democracy and
the devil. It is really the same with the Australian Tory,
a5 with his cousin at home. There must be land-laws,
and the law must throw open the squatter’s run to the
rapacity of the free-selectcr;—but not the less is the
free-gelecter an abomination and a curse.  Personally, 1
love a squatter, I like to henr his gricvances and to
sympathize with them. I can make mysell at home with
him;—and can talk to him of his sheep more com-
fortably than I can to a miner of his gold, or o merchant
of his dealings, Dot on principle I take the part of the
free-selecter.  When the young man shall have got to-
gether his £75, my advice to him 15 to lay it oot in the
purchase of land;—a small part of it in purchase, so
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that the remainder may be applied to building and im-
provement.

As to the caltle-stealing,—at any rate it is not a
necessity.  That cattle-stenling and sheep-stealing are
common practices, is undoubtedly true; and the squatier
is generally the victim, while the free-selecter i3 as
generally the thiefl, The herds and flocks are so large,
and are so far removed from inspection, that soch theft
is easy. A bheast is slain on the run, and skinned, and,
if the skin be taken away or hidden, or burned, is hardly
mizsed, The cattle are known by brands,—for in Aus-
tralia everything is branded, horses, cattle, sheep, and
goats; but no owner knows his cattle as farmers with ug
know theirs, by the personal appearance of the animals.
If a brand can be altered, the animal may be driven
away and sold. If that be too dangercus it is killed and
skinned. A preat deal is done in cattle-stealing, Lut I
lock on the assertion that frec-selecters are as a male
caitle-stealers, as monstrous. And it is monstrous also
to suppest that a man should not purchase a tract of
land, lest he should become a cattle-stealer under stress
ol circumstances,

In that assertion that the free-selecting farmeér con
grow nothing for which he can find a ready market,
thers is more reliable truth.  In speaking of OQueensland
it must be acknowledged that the free-selecter finds it
difficult to get ready money for the fruits of his labour.
Wheat he cannot prodoce. It will fail twice with him
for once that it will thnve, The alternation of wet weather
and dry weather is not sulficiently eertnin, and the
periods of drought or flood are too long for the growth
of wheat. I do not know that sugar and wheat have ever
thriven in close m:ii';hbnurlhmd with each other. e can
grow maize, or Indian corn as we call it; and as horses
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in Queensland, when corn-fed at all, are fed upon maize,
there is a sale for it; but the farmer selling it will pro-
bably find himself driven to trock it for tea, sugar, or
other stores.  In the neighbourhood of Ipswich, some
five-and-twenty miles from Brisbane, the farmermay grow
colton,—for which there is a ready sale. But in truth
for the proscnt the Quoensland free-selecter, if he follow
may advice, will not attempt to eam his bread by selling
the prodwce of his land, He will not ot any rale regard
that as the sole means or mainstay of his existence. He
will build for himself a house and will gradueally clear
and fence his land, e will keep a few cows and poultry,
and will supply himself and his family from his own
farm. Then during a peried of the year he will work
for wages,—and will bring his cheque liome with him
when the work is done,

In five years or in ten, according to the mode of
selection which the intending purchaser may adopt, he
will be a frecholder;—but during these five or ten years
he will have all the fixity of tenwre in his land which
belongs to a frechold. He will have learned before he
makes Bis sclection the manner in which this 15 to be
done, and will have learned much also of the nature of
the land to he selected. The system under which lie will
select is fully explained in an appendix to this volume,
{Appen. Vol.1, No. 1) in which an extract is given from
a Digest of the Queensland Crown Lands Aliepation Act
of 1868, To the ordinary reader this will probably have
no interest, but it may be of service to those who are
about to emiprate themseives, or who are recommending
others to do so. It will show the intending purchaser
that two modes of purchase arc open to him, under one
of which he may purchase as small a farm a8 forty
acres, or as large a tract of land as 10,880 acres. For
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the forty acres he will have to pay 154 anacre, Dot will
have ten years in which to pay it,—so that he will be
called wpon for no more than £'3 per annum, and at the
end of ten years the land will be his own, if he hoave
complied with the required conditions 23 to improve-
ments.  But the man whom I am now addressing will
probably choose the other system:,—and will buy what
is called o homestead.  In making this purchase he will
find personal residence to be enjoined,—but personal
residence will be his intention. By this system he can
buy forty acres, or any number of acres nol exceeding
cighty, of so-called azricultural Tand, And for this he
must pay o# on acre for five years,—3s. gd. an acye
altogether,—and then the land will be his own, to do
with it as he pleases.

The terms certainly do not seem o be hard,  I7 the
ambitions would-be freeholder desire to hecomc master
of the full amount allowed,—the eighty acres of agri-
cultural Tand,—he will have to pay but £3 per annum ag
reiit in advanee, and will have to pay that only for five
yoars! Tt is very alluring to the would-be freeholder.  Let
him not, however, suppose that because the kand which
he will buy is described as “agricultieral,” that he will
find hedees and ditches, furrows and headlands, and the
like, "The Tand will De Jand just as nature has produced
ity Lt it will be lamd which on survey shall be declaced
to be fit for agricultural purposes.

There is perhaps no feeling stronger in the mind of
mwan than the desiee to own o morsel of land.  In Tng-
Innd efforts which have been made to enabile the working
man to become the owner even of the kouse in which
he lives have hardly as yet met with much success. In
the first place the price of land is too high, and in the

second place the earnings of the working man are too
Anrtnalie ead Neiw Ziabead. S 12
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low. In many cases in which the thing has been tried
the creation of parlinmentary voters has been the real
object, and the possession of the frechold in the hands
of the inhabitant has Heen no more than nominal. In
England if & working man become a [recholder, he can
hardly be free on his freehold. He cannot possess him-
self of the absolute property unencumbered by debr,  IF
he feel the passion strong he must indulge it on some
new-found soil, where the old forest still stands, where o
man's work 18 a5 yet worth more than many acres. 1 do
not know that he can do it anywhere oo much better
terms than in Queensland ;j=but he must understand that
the land is cheap because the struggle reguined to make
it useful is severe.

The lnbourer who can live and save his money, wha
can refrain from knocking down his cheque, moy no
doubt in Queensland become the real lord of all around
Iim and dwell on his own Jand in actual independence.
As far as I have seen the lives of such men, they never
want for food,—are never withowt abundance of food.
Meat and ten and bread they always have in their houses.
The house: themselves are often rongh,—sheds at fiest
made of bark 1l the free-selecter can with his own hands
put up some stronger and more endurable edifice; Lot
they are mever 5o &jualid as are many of our cottages at
home. Tor o libouring man, such as I have described,
life in Clueensland is infinitely better than life at home.
It is somelimes very roupl, and must somelimes be very
solitary,  And Queensland is very hot. Dut there is plenty
to eat and drink;—work i3 well remunceated;—and the
working man, if he can refrain from drink, may hold his
own in Quecnsland, and may enjoy 25 muoch independ-
ence as is given to any man in this world.

Before, however, I have quite done with this matier,
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I must refer he would-be emigrant to the statements
made in the second chapter of this volume respecting
enugration to Queensland generally. It is there shown
that re-emigration from Queensland has been so common,
that in the year 1809 Qil{:nnﬁ!nnd lost mot only all those
who had come (o her in that year from the British Isles,
but 637 souls over amd hqr:md that number. The natural
arpoment 1o be deduced from this would be that men
going to Queensland find that they do not like the colony.
But in truth the late Queensland Emipration Acts cauzed
this exodus by their own excessive liberality. These acts
bid so high for emigrants, that men purposing to settle
in New South Wales or New Zealand found that they
coyld best make their way to these colonies by accepting
the Queensland bounty.

1z*
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CHATTER X1.
Lexris, Hnls, Fishes, Ropiibay, amd S{eamboass,

Ox the 29th of September T left Brisbane for Sydncy,
going south from Clueensland to New Sowth Wales,—so
a5 to accommodate mysell to the heat. T may, however,
say here once for ofl that I found Anstratian heat to he
a bugbear,—of which no Englishman fresh from England
pead be alfraid, I remained in New South Wales on this
occasion Gl the middle of December, and encountered
no wezther in which I could not take exercise. T had
been especially woarned as to the hot winds of Sydney,
having been told Both in Vicloria and Queensland that
of all effects of weather in the colonies the hot winds of
Mew South Wales were the waorst,  They ought to blow
in December, coming from the north-west gver the cen-
tral deserts of Awstralin, bringing with them all the heats
of those vast plaing. Tut they did not come when T was
there; and people in Sydney,—though they fear the loat,
—=geg¢med o lament that the hot winds of the present
were not like the old hot winds. Folk were not scorched
now as they used to be scorched,—nor sufocated, nor
‘orced to shut themselves up in dark reoms with every
window closed lest the enemy should enter,=—a% they were
wont to do in the good old timey twenty years ago.  Such
was the tone of the wailing whiclh prevailed,  Early in
January I certainly did find it very hot in Victoria, but
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the heat was intermittent, lasting only for a few days;
and though I am told (hat the mercury rose occasionally
to ga' in the shade, [ was not seriously oppressed by i
And I may add to this that Australian musquitoes, of
which I had heard much and which I feared greatly, were
NEVET quile 50 VeRomous 1o me as musquitoes have been
in other countries; nor are they in force for so lange a
proporiion of the year,  The musquito of Australia is a
peor, impolent, and contemptible crealure as compared,
for instance, with the musqguite of the United States.  If
o man wanls to ind his master,—a . master whom he
cannot evade of subdue, o tyrant under whose Iash he
will have 1o quail with a sense of unceasing infcriority
and trembling subjection,—lct him remain in Washington
through the month of July, Then the horn of the animal
will be to him as the rompets of wen thousand coming
foes, against whom no struggles, no defence can avail
auglit. Night and day he will be as Job was, till all his
imanhood will depan from him.  And afterwards, §f he
survive, he will think of himsell ag of one whe has pone
through worse than an Egyptian plague. He will e
justified in no such feeling in refercnce 1o the Auvstralian
musiquito, whem 1 declare to be comparatively o poor
creature entitled to but litle sttention, So much,—as a
traveller recording his caperience, 1 feel bound to say,
because the animal has succeeded in aeyquiting some re-
putation. ‘To wnte a book about Ausiralia and make no
aliusion to the musquite would be improper,

And I may as well say here as elsewhere that 1 do
mot think wery much of Avsiralian snakes.  The blach
snake, with its female the brown snake, and the deaih-
adder,—as a certain dull-coloured lethargic creature is
cilled,—are no doubt venomous, to the death;—Dut they
are not obtrusive. They attack only when they find them-
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selves unable to escape; and are not numerous as T had
been taught 1o expect.  The yellow snake,—so called
from its yellow belly, —is equally poisonous, but equally
scarce and pacific. I assisted in killing one fine fellow
about ten feet long;—but he was a carpet snake, and as
abject and innocent as a frog. The diamond snake is, 1
believe, the same as the carpet snake,

Australiz is altogether deficient in sensilional wild
beasts.  The iguana is perhaps the most startling in ap-
pearance.  He is a huge lizard, with a huge body and a
very [at tail. T saw one shot which was five feet in
length, and which weighed I should think over twenty
pounds.  They are said to be as good as chickens; but
I pever ate one or came across any one who had done
s, They live among trees, and are often to be seen
upon the branches, The opossum,—%up o gum-tree,"—
where he i3 always to be found,—scems to be the meost
persevering aboriginal inhabitant of the country, He
does not recede before civilisation, hut addicts himself
to young cabbages, and is 2 npisance. As the biacks
die out there is no one to cot him, and he is prolific.
He sleeps soundly, and is very easy to kill with a dog
that will set him,—for the hollow, half dead, crumbling
gurnstrees are full of him. But there is no fun in killing
him, for he neither fights nor runs away. The kangaroo
is 50 well known,—as are also the wallali and paddy-
melon, which seem ta be kangaroos in 2 state of dwin-
dling nature, — that but littte need be said about them
here.  That they run only on two legs and carry their
soung in pouches every child has learned from his pic-
ture-books.  OF the manner of hunting the kangaroa I will
speak in another chapter. They are still very numerous
in many parts of the country. I have come upon herds,
in which hundreds have been congregated topether;—



HEW B0UTH WALEZ. 183

but they are more frequently met by threes and fours
In some districts they are increasing in number, because
there are mo longer black men to eat them, The dingo
or wild dog is the squatter’s direct enemy. He comes
down by night from holes in the hills or out of dense
gerubs, and destroys the lombs and drives the sheep.
The squatter attempts to rid himsell of the dingo by
poison, and consequently strychnine §s as common in a
siuatter’s house as castor oil in a nursery, On many
large runs carts are continually being token round with
baits to be set on the paths of the dinge.  In smaller
establishments the sguatter or s head man goes abouyt
with strychnine in his pocket and umps of meat tied
up in a hamdkerchief. Hence it comes to pass that the
uwse of a shepherd's dog is Impossible, unléss he De
muzzled. DBut the dingo likes lamb better than bait, and
the squatters sometimes are broken-hearted,

There are no lions, ligers, or leopards in Australia;
nor pumas of ounces;—not oven 1 monkey. The cocka-
tood and parakeets are to the cye of an Englishman,—
especially in Queensland, where theéy are veéry common,
—the most forcign-looking of Australian animals, afier
he hias become used to the jumping kangaroo. The
sounds from the birds loo are very different from those
of English birds, — much less melodious, but clearer,
louder, and more continuous, and sometimes very me-
lancholy, That of the lanphing jock.ass, —an ugly,
healthy, ubiguitous brute of a bird,—is the most common.
I have heard it much abused, but T learned o like i,
and to feel that there was something friendly and familiar
about the animal, Tts proper name is the gigantic king-
fisher, It is also called the seilers clock;—and by the
aboripinals, gopobera, that being to the black man's ear
the sound of the animal’s voice. The bell-bird and the
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tagpic are also 10 be heard, —1the latter in some parts
of Australin very continuouwsly, The magpie is in no re.
spect akin to the bird which stole the cardinal's ring. It
13 much lacper and bas a foud clear note, which was to
my car (ull of melancholy., "The lyre Dird is a Denutiful
creature, which however I never saw near cpough o ne-
cognise its beauty,

It is impossible to omit all mention of the cmu in a
book on Australia.  They are now Lecoming very rire
¢ven on pastoral pround many miles from the sea-coast,
I have been token out émi-hunting, but 1 never saw a
wild emu. T was told thal it takes a very good, fast, and
lasting horse to run an emu down, especially s the poor
bird in its last strugele makes its fastest runming,  They
do not attempt to aid themselves with their wings, Dut
toddle along with their long legs, keeping cver n straight
line. I do not shoot myself, but am able to say that
there are birds to be shot,—snipe, very much like our
own snipe except in regard to Aavour, wild ducks, pigeons,
and Brush torkeys. The ducks, and the turkeys, and the
pigeons are all pood encugh foc fable purposes w help
10 make up a banguet; but they are dey and lavourless
in comparisen with European and with some American
birds, I must here declare that some of the Austealian
fish are very good indeed, especially the whiting at Alel-
bourne.  “There is a fish too at Kockhampton called the
Buma Mundi,—1 hope 1 spell the name rightly,— which
i very commendable; as is also the trumpeter at Hobarts-
town in Tasmania, [ did not mysell care much for the
Murray cod, a fresh-water fish found in e Muorray and
its tributaries, which enjoys a very high repulation in
Anstralia.

It iz strange but undoubtedly the fact that animals
brought from Furope and acclimatized in Australia, are
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country. The emus are nearly gone. The kangaroos
are departing to moke way for sheep. Spoarrows hawve
Décome numerous.  The wild bee of the country is mot
nearly 50 common as the mioch more generous and busier
bee from Europe,— with which the Dbush many miles
from the coast is already so plentifully Glled that honey
iz 2 customary delicney with afl the settlegs,  The rablut
has become so great a plagee in Victona and pars of
Tasmania that squatters in some localities are spending
thousands with the hope of exterminating them. Ome
gentleman informed me that he himsell had expended
over £15,000 in subduing the rabbits on his own run.
But the herds of wild eattle and wild horses,—all of
course from imported stock, ——which roam at will over
the pastures of distant squatters, alfford perhaps the most
remarkalle evidence of Australizn fecundity. It = by no
means an uncommon. thing for o squatter to drive in
four or fve hundred wild horses, to yards prepared for
the purpoie, and there to slaupghter them. If any of them
e Lranded, thereby showing fial’ they are not in truth
wild, but are or have been the property of some indivi-
dual, the brands are advertised and the horses pounded;
—eso that the owner may recover them on paying the
expense.  This at least is what should be dome. It is 1
fancy generally found easier to shoot them and to destroy
(e skin,—eo that po testimony may be lelt as 1o the
brand. The skins and bair of those which are really
wild are sold, and the carcases are destroyed. Now and
again a wild horse may be found as to which it is de-
cided that lie shall be kept, and broken in, and wsed.
The value of the animal, however, scldom pays for the
{rouble and cost. They are wvery pretty to look at as
they are seen scouring over the pliin or rushing into the
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thick scrub; they are sleck and bright-eyed, well furnished
with mane and tail; and they go with a free action; but
they are not often well made or fit for use, having al-
most always poor shoulders, with straight limbs, and
narrow chests, They ave already becoming a pest to the
squatter, destroying his fences, eating his pgrass, and en-
ticing his own horses out of the horse paddock. ‘l'he
work of running them in is not bad sport; but they who
do it must be well-mounted, and the deing of it is utlerly
destructive to the horses ridden,

Haoving begun with musquitoes I have allowed my-
sell to be carried away into animal life generally,—a sub-
ject of which I know nothing. It was impossible, however,
not to say something of snakes, emus, and wild horses;
and now the subjoct may be dismissed from these pages.

The mode of journeyving from one colony to another
in Australia is almost always by sea;—and indeed in a
great measure from one part of o colony to another part
of the same, The inhabited porfion of the Australian
world consigts of the eastcrn and Southern coasts, with
a belt of land varying in breadth,—and a population
ever becoming thinner as the breadth is increased. The
capitals, Brisbane, Sydncy, and Melboume, are seaports,
—and Adelaide has a seaport, Port Adelaide, within
seven miles. The same i5 to be said of many of the
secondary towns,  There is communication by coach
from DBrishane to Sydney, from Sydney to Melbourne,
and from Melbourne to Adelaide, supplemented in each
case by the use of small detached railways;—but no one
travels in this fashion between any of those towns. Thero
are steamers plying twice or thrice a week, and thus the
journeys are made. The greater number of these boats
belong to the A. 5 N,—as the Australinn traveller soon
learmns {0 call the ficm of the Australian Stcam Naviga-



NEW EOUTH WALEE, 187

tion Company. These steamers run from Fing George's
Sound in Western Australia,—which is regarded by the
other Australian colonies as the Ultima Thule of the
coloninl world, —round Ly Adelaide, to Melbourne, Syd-
ney, and Brzbane, and thence up the coast of (Queens-
fand to Maryborough, Rockhampton, and Cleveland
Bay. ‘They carry the mails, ard form the recognised
mode of tromsit. In all these eolonies there are mil-
ways, oxcept in Weastern Australia. Those of Queens-
land I have mentioned, and I shall have to mention
those aof MNew South Wales, Victoria, Tasmania, and
South Australiz.  But in no instance docs o railway run
from the capital of one colony to that of another, There
geems to be a feeling that were this done the intimacy
would be too great.  Sydney might run awny with the
trade of Brishane, and Melbourne might destroy Sydney.
The Auostrolion railvays are therefore bits of ratlways,
giving o help here and there to the traveller who has
to make his way inwards from the sez, bringing down
woal and carrying back stores;, but in ooocase joining
together the preat towns. And in connection with the
railways there are coaches,—Cobb's coaches as they are
called, though there is no longer a Cobb in the co-
lonies,—canrying mails and passengers into remote dis-
tricts;—carrying mails and passengers to towns on the
routes betwepn the capitals,  But trovellers from one
capital to ancther almost always use the steamers

1 had already made four voyages under the ausplees
of the A, 5 M. Company, and I found the boots to be
fairly comfortable when not crowded,—Dbut wretchedly
uncomfortable when full.  Everything is provided for
the passenger and included in the fare paid,—except
of course wine, or beer, or spirits. When the room at
the table is ample, and the stewards and cook arc not
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overworked, the food given is excellent, ond a good
sailor can enjoy his meals,  As soon as the servants are
overtasked everything becomes aliominable. Nor is the
trouble of the table by any means the worst trouble
Men who have travelled much know what it is to be
“donbled up,” and the doubling up on board the A, 5.
H. Company’s boats is intolerable. It iz probably only
for two or three nights, and therefore the space allowed
to each passenger is very small That it should be so
i3, perhaps, reasomable.  Larger vessels would create
very much increased expense, and probably might not
pay, and, north of Sydncy, the towns lie on rivers whicl
will not admit of deeper keels, 1 make no complaint
acknowledging that the company does itz best to suit
the traffic. But, looking at the matter from my own
point of view, I protest that two or three nights passed
with a conple of snoring strangers in one of the A 5.
M. Company's cabins, without a peg on which to lang
an article of clothing, with no spot to call your own cx-
cept the namrow erily in which you are o lie, with the
most meagre accommedation for washing that the in-
genuity of a seafaring man can contrive, are—very pain-
fully passed, A persevering man might probally sueceed
in making for himself something of a bed upon deck,
and on an occasion I have done so. Eserybody on
bonrd these boats 38 civil. 1 cheerfully acknowledpe
that the captains, and mates, and stewards never blow
up or become tyrannical. But the man who would sleep
upon deck comes o feel that the spirit of the ship is
apgainst him, and he slinks Delow, and is snored at and
almost smothered in his wrelched berth.

Such had been my lot when T went up from Sydney
to Brisbane, shannp my cabin with two respeclable com-
mercial gentlemen against whom I have not a word to
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say. Snoring is not disgraceful, and their courtesy was
complete, My temper had been acerbated early in the
voyage by o slight accident in regard to the soup, of
which a large allowance was poured over me by a too
gnxious steward; ond then the utter peglessness of the
cabin completed my unhappiness  North of Drisbane I
had fared Detter, —the company having fared much
worse in regard to the number of passengers carried.
On my return to Sydney 1 found that o beat not be-
lenging to the A. 3. N, Company was about to make the
trip,—a4 o which an allegation was made to me that
she was stow, and that she hahitually disgraced hersell
by carrying corgoes of coal from Newcastle, on her
southern journcy down to Melboume. I instantly made
inguiry and found that I—and a friend who was with
me, could have separale cabins on board *The Black-
Lird” ©m loard the Blackbird we went (o Sydney, and
o very comfortable voyage we made. The captain was
an cxcellent captoin—no doult thoroughly up to the
wark, for he ran us upon no rocks and stuck us upon
no sand-banks, and brought us into ne trooble, and
made the journcy two hours shorter than his original
promise, In regard, however, to his naatical acruoire-
ments I do not profess to be capable of forming a trust-
worthy opinion. But this captain had procured live
turtle up the coast, and had a cook on Doard whom 1
can snfely recommend too any embryo Loed Mayor., 1
forget that eaptain’s name;—but I never will forget his
turibe Soup.

It strikes an Englishman with surprise thot he should
meet all the paraplemalia of custom-houses in going
from one colony 10 another.  One's shirs and socks
are subject to Lo searched on entering Sydney Harhoue
from Brisbane, as undoulbtedly as when taken into Prussia
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from Delgium. And T observed that the shirts and socks
of some men were searched by custom-hosse officers on
oocasions. Personally I encountered no difficulty. I was
asked some questions and allowed to pass without even
a refercnce to my keys. As I have almost always been
allowed to do so om the Continent, snd éven at New
York, I presome that I have mo trace of smuggling in-
fenuity in my countenance.

CHATTER XII1.
Easly Hiskory of tho Colony.

Ox reaching Svdmey the traveller should remember
that he is visiting the spot on which our Australian
empire was commenced, amidst difficalties of which we
in England in thess days think very little.  We know
something of Australian explorers of o later date. We
do hear of Oxley, of Hume and Hovell, of Cunningham,
Mitchell, Eyre, Sturt, Kennedy, Leichardr, Grepory, Sluart,
Burke and Wills, and others who have succeeded in
opening up new regions in Australia or have lost their
lives in the attempt;—but we hear nothing of the perils
endured and ihe efforts made by those who first broupglht
conv¥icts out to Botany Bay, and who were called wpon
to perform the almost impossible task of feeding and of
governing them there

Captain Cook landed at Botany Bay, a few miles
south of Sydney Harbour,—or Fort Jackson, as it is
properly ealled—in 1770, and took possession of the
land on behalf of the English Crown. But Captain Cook
waz by no means the first to find Australia.  BManoe]
Godenho, a Portuguese, is supposed to be the right
claimant of that honour, and is suid to hove landed on
the north-west comer of the continent in 1001 A



REW S0UTH WALES, lg[-

Dutchman was the next, by name John Willlam Ver
schoor, who is said to have touched at Cape York, the
northern point of the great CQlueensland promontery, in
1fof, Dirk Hartog in 1600, another Dutchman, was the
third; and then, for many years, the Dutch t:n:rniinued o
discover parts of the coast and varicus islands of what
was fhen called Terea Australis: They have left their
names behind them in many places;—in Nuytsland, a
most dreary region on the southern coast, al present
utterly uscless, so called from Peter Nuyts; in the great
Gulf of Carpentaria in the north, so called from FPeter
Carpenter; m Tasmania,—WVan Diemen's Land, as it
used to b, —discovercd by Abel Jan Tasman, wha
called it Van Diemen’s Land after the povernor of the
Dutch Eazt India Company, whe had senl him on his
voyage, and since re-christened Tasmania because a
Aavour of cenvicls had attached dtsell to the former
name. Indeed the Dutch did =0 much and were so
cnergetic in their voyages; that they were justified in
calling the new continent New Holland; and it scems
now to be marvellous that a people so enterprising, and
at that time so profe (o get and to keep territory, shouald
have lost their hold of the great "Terra Australis” It
appears that they defeated their own object by their
own sccrecy and mystification,  They published no re-
cords of the voyages made, and no charta of the newly-
discovered seas, fearing that the great future possession
would bécome loo well Enown to other explorers.  Con-
sequently, even among themselves, the doings of their
gailors were unknown and wnappreciated, and no national
desire was created for possession of the lond.

It seems that o Frenchman was on the coast before
any Englishmaﬂ, one ML de St Alowran having anchored
off Cape Leuwin—the great south-eastern corner of the
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continent—in 16300 After bim came Williatn Dampier,
an English buccancer, who in 1688 landed on the
western coast, and was, a5 far as we know, the first
Englishman to put his foot on the soil of our great
dependency. For eighty years after that English, Dutch,
and French, with intermittent encrgies, cndeavoured to
become masters of New Holland, In 1570 Captain
Cook, not enly landed at Botany Bay, but actually sur-
veyed a large porlion of the eastern ceast, and formally
took possession of the country in the name of the King
of Enplind. This he did, hwing first touched at Mew
Zealand, whieh had been discovered by Tasman in 1642,
In 1777 Captain Cook made another voyage into the
Pacific, —in the course of which enterprise he was
murdered at Chaherte, It wes at thiz time that Te res
commended the English  government 1o send out o
Botany Day the convicts from England which could no
longer be zent 1o the revolied eolonics of America.  In
1787 Commodore Phillip, the first Avstralian governor,
was. despatched in accordance with Cook's advice to
form a penal setilement at Botany Day. Finding Botany
Bay and the territory immediately aroumd it o be
altogether unfitted for the purpose he had in hand, with
no fertile land around it, and no sufficient supply of
water, Colmmodore Phillip sailed northward,  eénteréd
Tort Jackson,—as he first called it,—and founded the
sottlement for British convicls,

In the same year o French captain, L Ferouse, also
landed ab Botany Bay, anchoring there as il happened
on the, very day on which Commodore Phillip hoisted
the English colours at the head of Fort Jackson. [La
Perouse perished on his road home, but Commodore
Phillip created the colony of New South Wales,—from
whence have sprung all our Australian celonics
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Mr. Busden, the clerk of the lesisiative council at
Melbourne, who knows Australian history probably as
well 25 any man living, commences his account of the
dizcovery, survey, and setilement of ot Phillip, of of
the colony of Victoria as v is now called, with the
following words:—* Ametican colonization sprung mainly
from private adventure. ‘The foundation of colonies in
Australia was not the result of private enterprise, but of
the policy of the ministey of which Pitt was the real as
well as nominal head” There can be no doubt that
Mr. Rusden is right in his statement that our possession
of Australiz is doe to the government of the day, and
not to any gallant adyenturer such as was Raleigh, or to
any Dband of Puritan Lroihers going forth im search of
Mreedom, a3 did they who landed from the Mayfiower on
the shores of Massachuseits. ‘The expedition to Botany
Bay was planned by government,—whether actually by
Pitt or not I do not know that we can now say,—with
the view of finding a shore on which we might rid our-
selves of our ruffians, It was to be governed by martial
law, and was based on the footing of a penal settlement,
After that the Frencl still made renewed attempis, and
Mr. Rusden reminds us that there was a time in which
they endeavoured to call the whole soulhern district of
Australiz; “Terre Napoleon,” "This was intended to in-
clude, with much other termlory, oll that country which
is, pL:h.‘Lpﬁ, now better known as Victoria, lhan by the
imperial name then given o it

Governor Phillip, with his convicts ond few at-
tendants, had by no means a pleasant time of it He
had indeed about 23 bad a tine as any povemment
servant of whom we now read. “There were two establish-
ments for convicls in his hands, one at Sydney, and the

other at Norfolk Island,—where the descendants of the
Auwnircitic aud New Senfamds S L3
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mutineers of the Bounly are now dwindling back to the
insipidity of savage life amidst the charms of Utopian
freedom.  In Governor Phillip®s time the life on Norfolk
Island was by no meins idle or Utopian. “There was o
great deal of rebellion and running away, a great deal
of punishment of a kind which now seems lo us to have
been very barbarous, put without which the convict ele-
ment wonld probably have got altogether the better of
the poverning ¢lement. And there was emble want,
not only at Norfolk lsland, but alse on the mamland,
—of want so dire as almost 1o have become starvation.
Wearly all the food consumed for the first years had to
be brought either from England, or from some other
distant Jand, soch as Batavia or Dengal. The land
round Sydney on which atteripls were made to create
forms, was found 1o be poor and barren, The few
cattle. which the setilers, or rather which the govemaor
possessed, strayed away or were killed by the blacks,
And then these black men, the aboriginals, wers a
source of difficultics for which no satisfactory solution
could be foumd. If only they would be friendly all
might be well;—bot how could friendship lie expected
from o race whose all was being taken from them by a
hondful of strangers who spoke a stranpe language,—
and who had firc-armst If the Dlacks would be friendly
it would be well; but of not,—then they must be re-
pressed, as were the convicts, The settlement was not
to be abandoned lbecause savage tribes could not be
made to understand quickly the benefits of civilisation,
—and the blacks were repressed, and driven away,
and sometimes starved, to the great affiiction of the first
BOVETNIONS.

For five years Governor Phillip fought his baitle
against convicts, blackmen, recusant settlers, famine,
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fioads, and drought, ond he fought it like a hero. In
every emerzéncy,—and every day créated a new emer-
geney,—he was forced to think for himself. He had
no menisters, and no council. He wns commander-
in-chief; and the life of cvery man was in his hands,
Dt he was responsible to the King™s government at
home, and to public opinien in the colony. From day
1o day thire was pressed upom him the fears that, one
afler another, they might all perish from want. I this
vessel or that did not come at the expected time, there
would not be even half a day's rations per day either
for conviets, freemen, or for the governor.  “That modi-
cum of Dhall a day's ratiops was, mere than once, the
allowance for themn all. I do mot know where 1o look
for a better story of preat, continued, unpicturesque
heroism than in ke records of Governor Phillip's career,
In these days it is very pleasant to be a governor of a
colony. A charming house 15 provided, there are dide-
de-camps and private secretarics, there is a liberal salary,
there is probably much hospitality, and just enough of
work to enable the governor of an Australian colony to
fee] that he earns what is Lestowed wpon him,  Dut in
treth he poverns nobody, and is simply o medion of
communication belween the ministry of the colany and
the Secretary of State at liome,  In Governor lullip’s
fime it was very different.  He had indeed to govern,—
to rule all and everything, and to do so with an iron
hand that copld not dare 1o relax its severity. His
hand was of iron, but his heart was very soft.  He had
no rest from providing for the wants of those around
him, and when they were put on kalf rations, and on
less than hall, his own were always as scanty as the
sCintiest,

At the cnd of five years Governor Phillip went

13*
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home, and after a lapse of two years,—which two years
were very injurious te the young seltlement,— was
succeeded by Captain Hunter, who had come out with
Phillip. HMunter again, after five or six years, was suc-
ceeded by another officer who had come to Botany Day
with Phillip’s first band of convicts,—namely Governor
King. And these min alse wers heroos in their way,
facing terrible difliculties—difficulties in regard 1o the
Dlack »men, difficulties in regard to the convicts, dif-
ficaltics in regard to food, and, perhaps warst of all,
dificultics in regard 1o a2 certain New South Wales
Corps, which had been sent out from England with an
idea that perhaps by such military body the convicls
might be controlled,—and perhaps alsg, in some degree,
the governor alse.  The officers of this corps soom be-
.cam¢ dominant in the colony, and used their dominion
after a stranpge fashion. They obtained the right, or at
-amy rale the power, of an almost ecxclusive monopaoly,
at first in spirits, and alterwards in all imported goods.
Both Governor Hunter and Governor King resigned in
their impotence to check the tyranny of the New South
Wales Corps. And then the Dbattle was caried on Ly
Governor Bligh, —the famous Captain Bligh of the
Bounty—wha thos became king and Jord over the very
island on which are now settled the degcendants of
those who took his ship away from him and sent him
adrift wpon the waters.  Governor Bligh was a very
rough man, buot stems to have been o manly fellow,
with a strong idea of his doty. I the thind year of his
povernment lie was arrested by the commanding officer
of the very troop which was supposed at home to be at
his hand for his suppert. Ifis government was then
brought to an end, and the New South Wales Corps was
sent home,
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Thus were passed the ficst twenly years of the new
colony, amidst strugeles of which the history has mot
yol been fairly written, Great efforis in the meantime
had been made to extend the settled district. Farms
were established up the Paromatta River, on proupnds
now rich with oranpge groves, Dot which were pradually
Tound to be utterly uniit for cereal crops.  The first
attempts at growing corn in the neighbourhood of Sydney
were failures, sad enough to boeak the hearts of all but
heraes.  The Hawkesbury was discovered ,—a magni-
ficent river which anakes {5 way into the ccean about
fificen miles north of Sydaey Harbour, af which I shall
have a word or two to say presently,—and on the Upper
Hawkesbury, where now stands the town of Windsor,
the Iznd wos found o be a rich alluvial deposit, capable
of growing anything. But no sooner had setilers made
their young liome on this seemingly happy soil, than
fionds came and washed cverything away. And there
i5 Windsor now, with its rich lands, and its consiant
floods,—and some 2000 inhabitants, who must surely
be web-footed.  Vanous also were the attempds made
under these first povernors to find a way out from the
narrow strip of territory cocupied along the shore across
the mountaing into the interiof. These are the Dlue
Mountains, which ave hlve indeed, and very lovely —
now crossed by the Datherst railway, but over which in
those days the scttlers long found it impossible to make
fhieir way. Wool had become an article of export during
these carly years, and did at last give rise to the energies
which in time forced a passage through the Tluae Moun-
tains. Caplain Macarthur, who had been one of the
officers belonging to that wretched New South Wales
Corps, intreduced merino sheep inte the colony, and
obtained a grant of 1o000 acres of land,  Then others
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ook to massing flocks. In 1813 there came a great
drought, and Messrs. Wentworth, Blaxland, and Lawson
got through the mountains in scarch of grass for their
gheep,

In 1805 o secomd dependency on Mew South Wales
was established on the nerthern shore of Van Diemen's
Land; for the purpose of removing thither convicls from.
Norfolk Island—swhich place was abandonoed, as the
governor found it impossible to supply leod o a settle-
ment it such a distance. ''he abandonment of the sta-
tion was, however, only temporary,  Thus was commencoed
the second in date of our Australian colonies, In 1825
Von Diemen's Land was, at its own request, separated
from New South Wales, and established as a penal
colony on its own bottom, with its own governor,
and # own expenses. IS name soon became as
familiar with us 18 that of the parent colony,—lut
we viewed them both only as the homes of our exported
rascaldom.  In 1830 Pore Phillipp—which 15 now the
colony of ¥ictoria,—become 3 dependency under Mow
South Wales. In 1851 she was allowed to go alome,
and is now, at any rate in ler own opinion, the first in
importance of all the eolonial children of Great Britain.
In 1830 Mew Zealand became a dependency umder New
South Wales,—but the child did not remain long in
leading-strings. In 1840 New Zealand received a pover-
nor of her own from England. In 1850 the Moreton
Bay district, constituting at that time the northern lalf,
—aor sonething more than half,—of what was left of the
eolony of New South Wales, was cut off), and the separate
coleny of Queensland was established.

In this way New South Wales was the parcnt of all
our preseént Ausiralinn colonies, except South Australia
and Western Australia, both of which originated in efforts
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made from home, It has aot been my purpose o pive
anything like a history of the ealy years of our first
Australian scttlement, but 1 have thought that it might
be well to state a few focts as to the manner in which
the colony was formed. 1 bave token my dates, and
many of my facts alio, from 2 school book Ly F. Proeschel,
F.RSY. Geogeapher, foo, MLALAM, and MSEEINF, I
can make nothing of these letters,—buot the book is o
very good book, with cxcellenl maps, and may be re.
commended (o the vse of these who wigh cither to Jearn
or to teach the history of Australia.

In 1836, five years after the Separation of Victoria,
responsible government was established in New Seuth
Wales, and povernors of the happy, hospitable, sleek,
and unburdened kind cime into vorpe,  This happencd
during the reign of Sir Willlam Denison, who came out
in 1833 with the sk of innugurating the change. He,
however, stll kept the ttle of Govérnor-General of
Australasia, which wos not borne by his successor, Sir
John Young. Perhaps of all her governors Sir Richard
Bourke is the one best remembered  and the maost
esteemed in New South Wales, Tle vame to the colony
in 1832, and remained there for the normal penod of
5% years- A large statue to bis memory, standing at
the gate of the Sydney domain, helps to keep alive his
honours, He was no doubt a firm, considerate  man,
excellently well qualified for his duties. He was preceded
by Governor Darling; and succeeded by Governor Gipps,
as to both of whom it is now recorded in the colony
that, if diamonds, they were rough diamonds.

It i5 impossible in Australia to forget the name of
any past governor, or any sccretary of state for the
colonies,—almost impossible to forget that of any under
secretary of state,—so prone have been the colonists to
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name their districts, rivers, counties, towns, and streets
from the men who have governed them. We have Thil-
lip Street, Honter Steet, King Street, Bligh Street, and
Macguane Strect in Syvdney, not to mention the Mac-
quarie River, and Hunter River, and Port Philip. We
have the city of Brisbane, and the Dadling River,—with
various arlings,—and various Bourkes, and Gippsland
in Victoria, and the Fitzroy River in Quecnsland, and
Port Denison quite in the north, and the town of Young,
and the river Muorray,—and Belmore hotels ore innumer-
able, I do not know that there is as yet any Kimberley
County, but there are Cacmarvens, Russells, Laboucheres,
Wewcastles, Granvilles, Stapfoys, Glenelgs, and Lyttons
without stint, as also are there Merivales, Ropers, Klliots,
Pelkams, and memorials of others who from time to time
have been either politically or permanently great in
Downing Street.  Sir Hercules Robinson now reigns at
Sydney, and when I left that eily I heard enough (o
make me assured that before long there will be a Tolin-
son district, a county Robinson, a town of Fobinson,
and a miver Robinson,

CITATTER XIIIL
Sydey-

I pEsralr of being able to convey to any reader my
own idea of the beauty of Sydney Harbour. 1 have
seen nothing equal to it in the way of land-locked sea
_scenery,—nothing second to it.  Dulblin Ray, the Bay of
Spesziz, MNew York, and the Cove of Cork are all pic-
turesquely fine. Bantry Bay, with the nooks of sea
running up to Glengarrif, is very lovely. But they are
not equal to Sydney cither in shape, in colour, or in
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varigty. 1 have never seen Naples, or Rio Janeiro, or
Lisbon;—but from description and pictures 1 am led to
think that none of them can pessess such a world of
loveliness of water as lies within Sydney Heads. The
proper thing to assert is that the feets of all nations
might rest securcly within the protection of the harbour,
How much acreage of sea the fleets of all nations might
reguire 1 cannot even surmisé;—but i they could e
anchored togxether anywhere, they could surely be so
anchored at Sydncy,

As I thought of this, stcaming up the harbour to
Sydney Cove,—having just heard the boast from a stout
Sydney citizen,—1 felt assured that whenever the ox-
periment should be tried, the English fleet would enter
first with proud pre-eminence; and range themselves
with haughty courtesy close under the governors houose
and all round the town, Then would come the Danish,
the Swedish, the Spanish, the Poroguese, the Turkish,
the Russian, ond the Auwsinan ronclads.  And we should
glow with national pride as we told ourselves that, added
together, all these foreign ships of war amounted to
about hall our collected force, The French and the
Prussinn fleets would place themselves in the broad ex-
panse between Manly Beach and Watson's Bay, watching
cach other with ill-concealed hatred, In the very mooth
of the harbour would be feur or five Amenican Alabanias,
—who would thus be enabled to hurry off to Ewrope,
to Burn Liverpool, and carmry off all the ropes of pearls
which lie hidden between Bond Street and the Tower
of London, By the time that they had disposed of the
spoil in Mew York, we should De extricating ourselves
from our position, ‘The Americans after a while would
apologize, The captiing would probably have misunder-
stood their instructions, and wonld have gold swords
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given to them. But they would not pay for a single rope
of pearls, and Liverpool would rebuild feself,

In none of the books which I have seen respecting
the tarly settlement of the colony, or of itz subsequent
difficulties in progress, is much stress laid on the scenery
of Sydney Harbour, or of the Hawkesbury River which
is mear it Mor is moch said of the g@lorows defiles of
the Blue Mountains, Such books have lieon penerally
circumsiantial and stabistical,—either despondent or hope-
fiil, aceording to the opinions of the writers. They have
always insisted much,—and have done so0 with well-
deserved zeal,—on the great cfforts made by Australian
discoverers.  ‘They have told as of the drawbacks of the
land,—which are very great, as the soil is often poor, is
encumberad with forests, deficient in water, and subject
to o climate which iz not propitious to cereals.  On the
other hand, we have heard from them much of Australian
wool, and for the Inst twenty years of Australinn pgold.
We gather from these books many facts as to the past
events of Australia, and many opinions 44 to its future.
But we hear very linde of Auvstralian scenery.  Con-
sequently we, at home in England, are inelined to be-
lieve that Australia, as a country, is displeasing 1o the
eve. The eternal pom-tree bas become (o us an Nos-
tralian erest, giving cvidence of Australian uglincss. The
gurm-tree is ubigquitons, and i5 not the loveliest, though
neither is it by any means the ugliest, of trees, Hut
there arc scenes of nature in Austealia as lovely as are
to be found in any part of the world;—not so closely
congrepated as in Western Europe, but quite as much
so as-in North America,  They are often difficolt of ac-
cess,—and must remain so, till the population is large
enough to streich itsell about the country, and {0 make
railways, and to run river steamers,
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The people of Sydney are by no means indifferent
to the beaoty of their harbour, and claim for it the ad-
miration of strangers with something of the language,
bt not with the aedacity of Americang, when they de-
mand the opinions of their visitors 2s to their remarkable
institutions. There is something of shamefacedness, o
confession of provineial weakness, almost an thnﬂwledg
ment ot :11:.].r ouglt not to be proud of a thing so in-
gipnilicant, in the tone in which you are asked v.htlhl:r
upon the whole, you do not think Sydney Harbour rather
prety, Every Sydney man and every Sydney woman
does sk you the guestion—as does every American ask
that ofher question; but it is asked in Sydney with bated
breath, ‘ond with something of an apology, “Of course
you have been bothered out of your life about our har-
lour;—but it is pretiy;—dont you think sof® It is so
inexpressibly lovely that it makes a man ask himsell
whether it would not be worth his while to maove his
hiousehold gods to the castern coast of Australia, in order
that e might look at it as long as he can lock at any-
thing. There are cerinin spots, two or three miles out
of the town, now ocoupied penemally by villas, or in-
cluded in the grounds of some happy resident, which
have nofhing for the imagination to add. Greenoaks and
Mount Adelaide, belonging to two brothers, Mr, Thomas
and Mr, Henry Mort, are perfect.  Sir James hartin,
who was the prime minister when I was first there, and
who, T Tope, may soon be so-again, has a garden falling
down to the sea, which is like foiryland, There iz o
rock outside,—or probably inside,—the  grounds  of
Woolhara, belonging to Mr Cooper, on which the bincks
in the ald days, when they were happy and undisturleed,
used to collect themselves for feslive, political, and war-
like purposes. [ wonder whether they enjoyed it as I
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did! How they must have hated the original Cooper
when he came and took it,—bopght it for zos an acre,
vut of which they pot no dividend, or had a grant of it
from the English Crownl Woolhard is a magnificent
property, covered with villas and gardens, all looking
down upon the glorious sea. In England it would be
worth hall a million of money, and as things go on, it
will soon De worth as much in New South Wales; and
perhaps some future Cooper will be Duke Cooper or
Marquis Cooper, and Woolhara will be as famous as
Lowther or Chatsworth. It is infinitely more lovely than
either. I envied the young man, and almost hated him
for baving it,—althovgh be had just given mc on ex-
cellent dinner.

I doubt whether I ever read any description of
scenery which pave me an idea of the plce described,
and I am not sure that such effect can be obtained by
words, Scolt in prose, and Byron in verse, are bath
cloquent in declaring that this or that place is romantic,
picturesque, or charming; and fheir words hove leen
powerful enough to send thousands to eee the spols
which they have praised. But the charm conveyed has
Leen in the words of the writer, not in the beauty of the
place. I know that the task would be hopeless were [
to attempt to make others understand the nature of the
Leeauty of Sydney Harbour. I cansay thaticis ED":‘I:I}", Tyt
I camnot paint its loveliness, The sea runs up n various
h:l}"s oF Coves, :nﬂcnting the land all arsund the city, so as
to give a thousand different aspects of the water,—and not
of water, broad, unbroken, and unrelieved,—Duot of water
always with jutting comers of land beyond il.J and then again
of water and then again of land. And you, the resident,
—even though you be a lady not over strong, though
you be a lady, il possible, not over young,—will Gind,
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unless yon choose vour residence most unfortunately,
that you have walks within your reach as deliciously
beautiful as though you had packed up all your things
and travelled days and spent pounds to find them, One
Mrs. Macruarie, the wife, T believe, of Governor hMac-
quarie, made a road, or planned a road, or at any mte
pave her pame to a road, which abuts on the public
domain, and i5 all but in the town. A mile and 2
half from the top of Hunter Street carries the pedestrian
2l round it. Two shillings does as much for him or
her who prefers a hansom cab—and the Sydney han-
soms are the very best eabs in the world, At the ead
of it iz Mra. Macquaries chair,—with a most ill-written
inscription,—but with a view that affords compensation
even for that, ‘The publie gardens, not hall a mile from
the top of Hunter Street, beat all the public gardens 1
ever saw,—Dbecause they possess one little nook of sea
of their own. 1 do not love public gardens generally,
becawse I am enlled on to listen to the names of shrubs
conveyed in three Latin words, and am supposed to in-
terest mysclf in the locality from which they have been
Lrought. I envy those whe have the knowledpe which 1
want; but I put my back np against attempts made to
convey it 1o me, knowing that it is too late. Dt it was
impossible not to love the public gardens at Sydney,—
because one could sit under the trees and look sut upon
the sea. There is & walk from the bottom of Mac-
ijuarie Steect—not Mrs, Macquarie’s Foad, bot the old
povernor’s ewn street—leading round Ly the fort, under
the povernor's house, to the pullic gardens.  The whole
ilistance round may be 2 wmile and a balf from the top
of Hunter Strect, which opens en to Macguarie Strect.
It runs close along the sen, with grassy slapes on which
you may lie and see the moon plimmer on the water ag
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it only plimmers on land-locked coves of the ocean
¥ou may lie there prosirate on the grass, with the ripplo
close at your feet within a quarter-of-an-hour of your
club.  Your after-dinner cigar will last you there and
back if you will walk fairly and smoke slowly. Nobody
ever 15 there at that howr, the young men of Sydney pro-
ferring to smoke their digars in their arm-chairs.  “Then
there is Lhe linle trip by steam ferry over to the north
shore, where Tives that prince of professors and greatest
of Greeiang, Doctor Badham, of the university, T should
like to be the ferry-man over that ferry 1o Lavender Bay
on condition that the Doctor met me with some refresh-
ment on ¢ach journty. Sydney i one of those ploces
which, when a man leaves it knowing that he will never
return, he cannot leave without a pang and a fear.  Such
is its loveliness.

The town itsell, a5 a town, independently of its sea
and its suburbs, was, to me, pleasant.and interesting. In
the first ploce, thomgh it 1= the capitnl of an Auvstralian
colony, and therefore not yet a hundred years old, it has
none of those worst signs of novelty which make the
cifies of the New World unpicturesque and distasteful.
It is nol parallelogrammic and rectangular. One may
walk about it and lose the direction in which one is
oing.  Sireets running side by side occasionally con-
verge—and they bend and go in and out, and wind
themselves about, and are intricate,  Philadelphia, which
has not a want in the world, and is supplied with every
Iuxury which institutions can confer upon human nature,
i5 of zll fowns the most unattractive because it 5 50
managed that every house in it has its proper place,
which can be found out at once, so long a8 the mind of
the secker be piven to ordinary arithmetic. Mo arithmetic
will set the wanderer right in Sydney;—and this, [ think,
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iz a great advaniage. Ilived at 21 3%, in 4 certain strect,
and the interesting number chosen seemed to have no
reference to any smiller numbers, There was no 1, or
5. of 20 in that street. If you live at 213 in Philadel-
phiz, you know that you zre three doors from Two
hundred snd Ten Street on one side, and seven from
Two Hundred and Twenly Street on ihe other.  In-
formation conveyed in that manner is always to me use-
less, 1 forget the numbers which I should remember,
and have no aid to memory in the peculiority either of
th position or of the name.

The public gardens at Sydney deserve moré than the
passing menlion just made of them. The people of
Australin  personally are laudably addicted to public
pardens,—as they are o other public institutions with
which they are epabled to inoupgurate the fonndation of
their towns, by the experience taught to them by our
deficiencies. Parks for the people were not among the
requirements of humanity when our cities were first
Luilt; and the grounds necessary Tor such purposes had
become so valualle when the necessity was recognised,
that it has Deen only with great difficulty, and occasion-
ally by the munifiecnce of individeals, that we have been
alile (o greate these arlificial lungs for our artizans. In
many of our lnrge towns we hove not creatéd them at
all.  The Australinn cities hove had the advantapge of
pur deficiencies.  The land has been public property,
and space for recreation has been taken without the pay-
ment of ony cost price.  In this way a taste for gardens,
and, indeed, to some extent, o knowledge of Nowers and
shrubs, has been generated, ond a humanizing influence
in that direction has Deen produced. There are, in all
the large towns—either in the very centre of them or
adjacent to them,—pgardens rather than parks, which are
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used and apparently never abused, Those at Melbourne
in Victoria are the most pretentious, and, in a scientific
pu:.nt of view, no doubt the most valuable. T am told
that in the rarity and multiplicity of the plants collected
ihere, th:].r are hardly surpassed by any in Enrope.  But
for loveliness, and that beauty which can be appreciated
by the ignorant as weli as by the learned, the Sydney
Gardens are unrivalled by any that I have seen, The
nature of the land, with its green slopes down to its own
Liright little s¢a bay, has done much for them, and ant
and taste combined hos made them perfect. It may be
said that of all drawbacks to public parks distance is the
greatest. We know that in London, Hyde Pagk is but
of little service to those whao live at Mile End, The
great park at New York, though it i3 connected Dy
omnibusses with the whole city, requires an expedition
to reach it. The gardens of tlhe Crystal Palace at Syden-
ham are so far off from the moltitude that the distance
rather than the cost of entrance delers the crowd which
might take delight in them. Ewven the Bois de Boulogne
are too remote for daily purposes. But the gardens
of Sydney are within casy reach of every street of the
combined towns of Sydney and Wooloomoaoloo. A Jitlle
beyond the gardens, almost equally near to the wwn,
are the sea baths,—not small, dark, sequestered spoiz in
which, for want of a better place, men and women may
wash themsclves, but open sea spaces, guarded by pali-
gades from the shacks which make bathing in the harbour
impracticable, large enongh for swimming, and fitted up
with all requisites. It is a great thing for a city 1o be
so provided; and it is a. luxury which, as for as I am
aware, no other city posscsses to the same degree. There
is no place for bathing in England like it, or at all equal
te it. That at Kingstown in Ireland is perbaps as good;
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but Kingslown is six or seven miles from Dublin, and
has toc be reached by railroad. A man or a woman may
walk to the bathing place at Sydney in a guarter of an
fvour.

1 was much sumprised at the fortifeations of Sydney
Huarboeur,  Forlifications,  unless  specially  inspecied,
ggcape even a vigilant seer of sights, bot I, luckily for
mysclf, was enabled specially to inspect them. T had
previcusly no idea that the people of New Sounth Wales
were either %0 suspicions of cnemies, or o pugnacious
in their nature. 1 found five separate fortresses, armed,
or t0 be armed, to the teeth with numerous guns,—four,
five, or six at cach point;—Armstrong guns, rifled guns,
puns of cighteen tons weight, with feopholed walls, and
pits for riflemen, as though Sydney were to become an-
other Sebostopal. T was shown how the whole harbour
and city were commanded by these guns. There were
open batteries and casemated batterics, shell rooms and
gunpewder magazines, barracks rising here and trenches
dug theee, There was o boom to be placed across the
hatbour, and a whole world of torpedoes ready to be
gink beneath the water, all of which were prepared and
ready for use in an hour or two. It was explained to
me  that “they” could not possibly get across the
trenches, or break the hoom, or escppe the torpedocs, or
live for an hour beneath the blaze of the puns. “They®
would not have a ¢hance o get at Sydney. There was
much martial ardonr, and a wvery general opinion that
wthoy™ would have the worst of it For a time 1 could
not gather who Fthey™ were to e Bot Hindirect
damages” were on men's tongucs, and so 1 knew who
were the "they™ at that moment uppermost in the
thoughts of my camlnnmus. It would be the same in

regard 1o any other cnemies of England, cither in essc
Azt and Neroe Sealiwd £ 14
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or in posse. I hope that New South Wales may never
have to fight for England, and certainly that she may
not have to fight America, But the feeling of loyalty in
the colony is so strong, that were there a fight on hand,
she would be wunhappy not to be allowed to take some
share in it. But in viewing these fortifications, 1 was
most specially strack by the loveliness of the sites
chosen.  One would almoat wish o be a gunner for the
sike of being ot one of those forts,

Three different localities are combincd to make
Sydney. There is the old city,—old a3 the age of cities
is as yet counted in Australia,—in which are George
Street and Pitt Street, so called from George 1L and his
minister, running paraticl to ezch other, foom the centre,
The other chief stroets are oll named after the old
governors,—Maeguaire Street, King Street, Bligh Strect,
Hunter Street, and Phillip Street.  Among these, Miuc-
quaire Street takes a proud pre-erminence, containing the
Houses of Parliament, the Treasury buildings, the en-
trance to Government House, and the obd hospital, Due-
ing a portion of its length it iz built up but on onc
side, and looks on to the public domain—for there is a
public demain or park, as well as public gardens, In-
deed, according to the maps of the city, there are an
iner domain and an cuter domain, and a Hyde Park,
To the south of these rises the imporiant town of
Wooloomooloo,—as to the remarkable spelling of wlhich
name the reader may take my assurance that 1 am nght.
Wooloemeoloo has become almest as big as Sydney and
much more fashionable; and beyond Weolesmaonloo, on
and over varions litte coves of the see,—BEhzabeth Bay,
and Rose Bay, and Double Bay, and Rusheutier's Bay,
—Cluster the wvarious willa residences of the wealthy
families. It is here that the rising generation of Sydney
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degires to dwell, and there s much to justify s choice,
Thien there 15 the *North Shore,” less fashionable, but
almost as beautiful as the hills round the southern coves,
The North Shore has to be reached by steam ferry from
Sydney Cove, which now is better known as the Circolar
CQuay, where is congrepated the shipping of the port.
When the wool ships from England are here, lying in a
cingle all round the margin, no port has a pleasanter ap-
pearance.  This is doring the summer months, from
October perhaps up to BMarch, I was at Sydney both in
summer and winter; bt during the winter the port
seemed to be deserted. Crossing the main harbour from
the Circular Quay, the inhabitants of the North Shore
reach their side of the town in ten mindtes. Here are
&t Leonard's, which is fairly fashionable; Balmuir, which
is less so0; and up higher, the township of I'yrment,
which will perhaps hardly excuse me if 1 say that it is
not fashionable at all. Buot ther, on the other hand,
Pyrmont i reached oy o bridge, while the inhabitants of
St Leomard’s are driven to use the fecry. I can hardly
complete this attempted description of the eity, without
cxplaining that the Government House stands between
the Circulor Ouay and the public gardens, with grounds
sloping down to the sea. The position is one of great
beauty, and the house has an air of magnificence about
it, such as should belong to the residence of a viceroy.
I have been told, however, thal as a house it is not as
good as it should be. Locking at it with the eyes of a
humble private individual, I thought that it was all that
o hoise need be.

The antiquity of Sydney,—perhaps 1 should say the
comparative antiquity,—strikes an Englishman as being
almeast absurd, as he remembers thot in his father's life-
time the place was covered by gum-trees :m:l peopled

14
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by savages. There are houses so old that they are in
nlmest ruinous condition—seeming to he os low, a3 com-
fortless, and almost as pictarcsgoe, as do some dilapidated
tenemonts in the old streets of our old towns These are
chiefly of wood; hut the eyes become so used to wooden
houses that this speciality i= not observed. Two or
three were pointed out to me, cach as being the oldest
in_ the town, and which cerninly were built when the
hearts of the young colonists were heavy with many
tronbles.  Little was thought then of beauty of position,
of gardens down to the water's edge, and of views over
the land-locked sea. How were the inhabitants 1o make
themselves safe apainst black savames, agninst convicts
who were still more savage, and against fire? It seems
that the first comers into any land have rarely thought
nuch about scenery.  Trowble as fo food and security
15 too_heavy on the minds of pioncers to allow them 1o
indulge in the loxury of landscapes, and the taste for
scenery is one of latter-day prowth. In the last contury
Englishmen travelled to see cities, and to see men, and
to study the world, —but i those days miountains were
troubleaome, and dark valleys were savame, and slaciées
were horrible.  Much is said by those who (st Janded
at Botany Bay and FPort Jacksom on the teees and plants
and herhs of the new country,—what I Lelieve is now
called #the Flora;* buc I do not remember 2 word in
praise of its loveliness

Among other old buildings at Sydncy there is an
old church, and a very old hospital. The hospitl, 1
was assured, is guite antiquated. It seemed to be airy,
easy, and as pleasant as is compatible with the nature
of such an institution. St James's Church is pewed
round with high dark panels, and is as much like an
English comfortless church of the last century, as though
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it stood in a secomd-rate town in an Eastern coumy, 1
went there once, and found it impossible to hear 2 word,
either from the gentleman who read the lessons, or from
hiin whe preached. But it is a fashionable church, and
is supposcd to e that at which the governor and his
family stiould say their prayers. The cathedral, on tho
other hand, i& new, and very well amanged. [ heard an
cxcellent sermon there, in which I was told fhat it was
the practice of St Paul to teach his own religion mther
than to abuse that of others,—a lesson whicl iy much
needed ot home, and by no means unnecessary in the
Australian colonies.

CITAPTER XIV.
Relgion anl Eduction,

IT is natural that o wvisitor to any country should
think mast, and therefore speak with grectest fulness, of
that scet in religion to which he himself belongs. He
will be most prone o meet the pastors of that Chuech;
and, unless he keeps his mind alert on the subject, he
willl—il leg be an Englishman of the Church of Eng-
land,—fall into the error of thinking that the Church of
England is the unly iportant Churche “The feeling is
vory common at home,—Dbut even there it 5 2 mistake.
In the colonies the bilunder would be much more
egregions, As long as  the colonies were Crown
colonies, governed directly from home,—a certain
amount of Churclh of Englind ascendancy was estab-
lished. Dishops were appointed by the Crown, who
still have, by virtue of their pafents, some social pre-
cedence.  They are recognised as litular lords,—having
some stronger claim to the appellation than their Roman
Catholic brother prelates. But in all these colonies every



214 HEW S0UTH WALES,

branch of the Christion religion is now supposed to stand
on an equal footing,—and to have an equal title to
whatever support the State may Dbe able and willing to
give. In each of the colonics the energy of the various
pastors and of their flocks, and the munificence of in-
dividuals, have added something to the clerical incomes,
which are for the mnst part provided by the voluntary
payments of the people. I should only trouble my
readers with unnecessary particulars were [ to attempt to
explain in detail the sources from which such funds have
arisen, and the manner in which they have been ex-
pended; but it may perhaps inforest some 1o know that
there are five bishops of the Church of Englond in Wow
South Wales, the Bishop of Sydney being the metro-
politan for the Adstralian colomics, with a salary of
A 2,000 per annum.’  The total income of the clergy of
the Church of England in New South Wales is £ 13,003
per annum,—of which £ 12,386 is the amofint paid
voluntarily by the people, and £ 1,570 that coming from
the General Church Fund.  The uwsual stipend of an in-
cumbent is L2200 per annum. ‘There are 226,243
members of the Church of England in the colony.

Ofie Roman Catholic archbishep has the Romish
Chiurch under his government, with a salary of £ oo
per annam. . The tolal income of the Roman Cathalic
Church is £ 7,607 per annum, of which £ 06,583 is the
sum derived from the subscriptions of the faithful, and
L 1,024 that from the Chirch Fund. The incomes of
the parish priests are £ 200 or £ 150 per annum, There
are 145,032 Roman Catholics in the colony.

The Preslyterians and Wesleyans have of course no
bishops, but they also pay their ministers at the rate of
about £ 150 cach; the Presbylerians drawing allogether
£ 326, and the Wesleyans £ 180, [om the General
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Charch Fund. The large remainder of the necessary
sum is made up by the voluntary subscriptions of the
Mocks,—the Presbyterians paying £ 2,170 per annum,
and the Wesleyans £ 1,572, The number of Preshy-
terians in the colony is 49,022, and that of Wesleyans,
36,275, There are nine other Christian sects who have
parish ministers and places of worship of their own, and
who topether number 20,447 souls. There was also two
Jewish synagopues,—and there is a congregation of
Christian Jsraelites, as to whose religious doctrines T
miist own mysell o be altogether ignorant.

Very much praiseworthy encrgy hos been used through-
out the colonies to bring religions leaching within the
reach of the people under very disadvantageous circum-
stances.  No doubt the fact of an endowed Church at
home, and e Meory of endownents which was brooghe
from home to the colonies, has given rise there as well
as here to an iden that religion and religious teaching
and rites shovld be administéred tooa people without
any demand upon them for direct payment, People in
Australin will commonly make it o matter of complaint
that no clergyman has ever been near them, that no re-
lpious aid has ever Leen sent to them,—oalthough they
themselves have taken no measures and paid ne money
towards Dringing a clergyman into their districts,  For
the doctor and the fawyer they know they must pay,—uos
the Roman Catholic knows also that Dhe must for his
priest.  But the nopmal English Protestant,—even when
dissenting from the Church of England,—thinks that his
spiritual pastor should be sent to him by some unknown
authority which is supposed o have such matters in
keeping. IF the spiritual pustor be not sent, the 1'ro-
testant goes on without clerical assistance, perhaps com-
plaining,—more probably troubling hamsell very little on
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ihe matter. He would po to church if there were a
church near himg but i theee Le none within reach the
fault does not rest with him, and thus his conscience is
at ease. And again, the sparsencss of the population
and the great distances which lie between the small
towns, add greatly to the difficilty.  Clersymen of alf
denominations are, when employed in the pasioral dis-
tricts, obliged to take charge of wide arcas of country
rather than of parishes,—of areas so wide that services
can be held by each perhaps only ence a forinight, and
perhaps only once a month.  The travelling also is ex.
pensive, loboriows, and very disagreeable. It necessanly
follows that in many places there is no religions worship
sct on foot with clerical aid; and that squatters, with their
families and their attendant shepherds, stockriders,
shearers, and the hike, recognise Sunday only as a day
of rest

I shouald, however, be wrong not to add that in New
gouth Wales, and in the other colonics, a system has
grown up under the direct sanction of the bishops of the
Church of England for the performance of the Church
Scrvice by laymen., The morming prayers, with the
lessons and litany aré read —and often alie o sermon.
1 believe that Episcopal injunctions against original ser-
mons by laymen are very stromg; Dut I imatgine that they
are sometimes disoheyed. Whether the Presbyterians and
Wesleyons employ lay readers 1 am unable te say.  As
a matter of course the Roman Catholics do not do 5o,
—and on this acconnt T think that the Koman Catholics
a3 a sect are more meglected than their Protestant
brethren, although they are doubtless under stricter coer-
cion in regard to the payment of clerical dues.

I fecl mysell bound to record my opinion that re-
ligious teaching, and the exercise of religious worship,



HEW SOUTIE WaLES, 217

are held as Dbeing essential 1o civilisation and peneral
well-being Ly the people of Auwstraliz. Taking the in-
habitants of the colonies 21l through, 1 think the fecling
is stronger there than il is at home, ficst and chiefly be-
cause the mass of the population s better educated, —
secondly; and in a much loss degree, becaise they who
are foremost in cdocation, rank, and society, are less
highly educated. That the [t should De the case will
surprise no one, and will be gencrally admitied as a
consequence, if it be oliowed, that the colonial education
is superior (o that which we have as yet achieved at
home. The tendencies and influences which send children
1o school, send them and their parents Lo chinrel alse,—
even thoupgh the schools be in ail respects secular, Teach-
ing produces prosperity; prosperity achieves decent gar-
menis;—and decent garments are highly conducive o
church-going, Among us in England that portion of
our rural population which néver goes to church, and
which is utterly ignorant of all religious observances,
consists of the unfortenates wpon whom the kindly dew
of instruction has never fallen, and who have been left
in almost brote-like ignorance.  Among all communities
in the colonics the children are taught. Wherever there
it any community, however small it may be, there is a
school; nnd where there is o school the children nttend
it And almost as universally, wherever there is a com-
mumity there arises o church, or more commonly churches,
Though there be only twe or three hundred persons with-
in @ wwelvemile circle, affording perhaps an average
chirch attendance of less than o lmndred, there will be
a Presbyterian and a Foman Catholic chuech along side
of each other, or a Church of England and a4 Wesleyan
cliurch, Sometimes in a small township, containing
ostensibly little in the way of buildings beyond the four
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public-houses, the blacksmith’s shop, and the bank, thore
will be three places of worship. The people are fond
of building churches, and are proud of having them in
their villages,—though they are unfortunately less addicied
to pay annually for their clergyman than to defray the
cost of their churches. Yoo can, too, po in debt for o
church,—but hardly for,a clergymon.  There 15, 1 think,
undonbtedly a peneral desire that the comfort and de-
vency of religious teaching should be recognised in the
colony, and this 1 attribute mainly to the healthy state
of education.

It would be more difficult 1o shew that a lower con-
dition of education among the Letter educated classes in
the colony than that which has been reached at home,
should have a similar tendency, but 1 think that such is
the case.  There can be but etle doubt that edocation
among the most favoured classes at -home does range
higher than in the coloni¢s. It would indeed Le most
disgraceful to England with her wealth, and her endowed
colleges and schools, if it were not so. And it has come
about a8 one result of such advanced teaching.—mot in
England only but in cvery counlry in which erudition
has been valued,—that the erudite have learned to dis-
regard and in part to dispense with the services of a
pricsthood. I do not say that infidelity has becn thus
produced,—Dbut rather a tendency in the man's mind to
think that he can best suffice to himacli as his own priest.
This feeling, opérating from men to their wives, from
fathers to sons, and from mothers to dauphters,—but
ever more strongly among men than women,—has in all
highly intellectnal communitics had o cerlain tendency
to weaken confidence in the administrations of church
services, In the colonies this condilion of socicly has
hardly been yet reached. That it will come,— whether
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it be for good or ovil,—is certein. In the meantime the
absence of the condition has the téndency which 1 have
allered, of making the fecling in fBwvour of religious
teaching stronger among the higher elasses in the colonies
than it is among our higher classes at home.

I find by the statistical register of New South Wales
that the aversre Sunday attencdance ab various places of
worship amounts to something over one-third of the whole
population. On 3ist December, 1870, the population
was 502,801, and during that year the average Sunday
attendance had been 172,330,

It must be admitted on behalfl of the colony, that
Mew South Wales has supplied itself with schools on a
most liberal footing; but it must be admitted also by the
colony that too large a proportion of the expense of
these schools has been thrast on the general taxation. of
the country. There are 76 public or common schools,
—open 1o all classes, thowgh not open without payment
except under special circumstances, —of which 267 ore
denominational, and 52q are secular.  The total cost of
these is £150,800 per anoum, of which only £39,583 is
paid by the subscriptions of the scholars, leaving the
Targe sum of £111,283 as a burden on the revenue of
e country,  And it must be remembered that this is
the case in o country in which the wages of artisans
average oo O ond those of rural Inbourers are about
45 nday. These schools are all subject to the Council
of Education, ond in 1870 they taught 50,814 scholars
Including these at private schools, the cost of which
cannot of course be given, there were, in 1870, 74.503
scholars wnder tuition in the colony—a number which
I think will be regarded as high for a population of half
a million, which is continvally being increased by the
immigration of adults.
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I visited the largest of the Sydney public or common
schools, and, as is wswal on fuch occasions, 1 listened
while the children were put through their facings. |
never know how far to belicve the wonders which [ hear
and sce at such exhibitions, 1 endeavour to believe as
little -as possibic, in order that I may be saved from o
consciousness of disgrace at my own comparative irno-
runce.  When a little boy gets up on his legs, and with.
out any aid of pen or pencil, does a sum in half a
minute which I know that I could not do myself if 1
were locked up for hall a day with all necessarics, 1
hate that little boy, and feel disposed almost tohope
that there must have been some fraud between him and
his teacher. The following Is the sort of question asked:
"Il a man invest' L 1g7. 74 Od. at 4} per cent, and
get o rise in the rate of interest of £ per cent, at the end
of 23 days, what will his income amount 1o at the ¢nd
of g2 days1® Let me ask any ordinary English gentle.
man whether he would do that sum for the sake of
gel.ling the forty-two diys' income?  DBut the little hoy
does it out of head, looking ignocently up to the ceiling
for his answer, and geiling not even praise when he
gives it with presumed correctness, 1 suppose the answer
was correct, and that the fipures were nol exlibited 1o
the little boy in some manner that I conld not detect,

And certainly a little girl whom 1 questioned myself
must have understoed what she was saying. A passage
in Shakespeare had been read; in which the word
“Strategy™ is used in its secondnry, and not its technical
senge. I asked the meaning of the word, and the Iittle
girl said that siralegy was the art of military manwuovring.
She was a very nice little girl, and T hope she may live
o be the wife of the frst commander-in-chief of the
forces of New South Wales. The girls in some of these
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public schools are more wonderful even than the boys
They read hetter, and sgem fo have 2 clearer perception
of things in genceal: I remember. at such an exhibition
in New York, hearing o roomful of sirls questioned by
the mistress. She asked why the Romans ran away with
the Sabino matrons, One girl suggested that it must
have been becanse the Sabine matrons were prety; but
she was soon taken down by o clearer-headed maiden,
wlio lold us that it wos done for the sake of population.
The young pirle at Sydney were porhaps not quilc‘su
far advanced as this; but nevertlicless their condition
amazed me.  otting aside all joking, I profess that tho
excellence of the teaching in the Fore Street School at
Sydney was very high, though T doubt much whether all
thitt be tanghe under its system s retained.  Of course
it will be understood that the school of which I am
speaking 15 the school open to the people at large.

The glory of Sydney in the way of education is its
university, and certainly o great deal of spirit has been
shown by the colony in the creation of the institution
and in the erection of the building. As regards the
building, T think no one will dispute the assertion when
1 say that the eollege-hall,—or public room, for it 15 put
to none of the comforiable festive uses for which ool-
lege-halls- have been built at our universities,—is the
finest chamber in the eolonies. If [ were (o say that no
college either at Oxford or Cambridge possesses so fine
a one, T might probably be contradicted. 1 cestainly re-
member none of whiclh the proportions arc so good.
In regard to the Svdrey University itself, it muost be ra-
membered that it has been instituted sioply for educas
tion, and not a8 o place of residence either for fellows,
scholars, or commoners. It consists, therefore, of the
hall, library, lecture-rooms, museum, and a residence for
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one of the professors, It knows nothing of paudy days,
of high tables, of sweet Lalin praces, or of audic ale. It
lacks the socizl charms to which the frequenters of Ox.
ford and Cambridge have been accustomed; bat perhaps
the education on that account is not the worse, and cer-
tainly it is very much less expensive.

In a fiscal point of view, I cannot say that the
university has been os yet o osuccess: In 1870,—and 1
can pive the figures for no later year,—the 1otal cost of
the universily, consisling chiefly of the salaries aof the
professors, was £3,038, of which no less than £ 5000
was paid from the taxes of the colony. There were but
41 scholars, whose friends contributed a trifle over £22
per annum each for their education, amounting in all to
£038. But there are three professors attached 1o the
collers, each of whom enjoys an income in cxcess of the
sum so subscribed, besides olher professors less liberally
remuncritoed.

‘There are also affiliated colleges, in which it is pro-
posed that students from a distance shall live,—as they
do at our Enplish colleges, — under the charge of 2
Warden or Rector. Two of these have been alrcady
built, and are inhabited, by the Warden of St Paul's,
which is a Protestant estallishment, and by the Rector
of St. Johin's which is intended for the Roman Catholics.
These gentlemen's salaries, of £500 each, arc paid out
of the taxes; but the affiliated students have not yet
come in large numbers,  When T visited the universily,
the happy Rector of 5t John's was troubled with, I
think, uit one inmate, whercas the Warden of St Taul's
had three or four,

I am very far, however, from intending 1o snecr at
the Sydney University. Amidst a popelation so sparse,
it was of course necessary that the beginning, if made
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at all, should be made by the government, and be paid
for with government money, It has not yet had time
for success. Every effort has been made to lead to
success, especially in procuring first-class teachers for
its service. The reputation for scholarship of Dr. Bad-
ham, the classical professor, is as high in England as it
is in Sydney,—or nearly so; for in Sydney he is now
regarded as the one living uncontrovertible authority in
all questions of Greek literature,  Mr, Pell, the pro-
fessor of mathematics, stonds equally high in his own
line. There i no institution in the colonies which ex-
cites and deserves the sympathies of an BEnglish traveller
more completely than does the Sydney University.

CHATTER XY.
Legmlasure and Governmant,

Tax first parliament under which responsible poverns
ment was innupurated in New South Wales commenced
its action on the 22nd of May, 1850, and the first re-
sponsible ministry cate into office on the 6th of June,
1556, Sir William [lenison was their govermar,  Wlien
he was sent to the colony, the governor really poverned,
having a policy of his own, n the cxecution of which
there was not mueh to disturb him as Iﬂn,;lf as ho car-
ried the Secretary of State with him in s measyrees,
But from May, 18506, all this was changed; and from
that date parliamentary rule has prevailed in New South
Wales, The sixth parlisment is now sitting, and the
fourteenth ministry was formed n 1872 Australian
ministrics are not long-lived, and it may well Le that
before these pages are published Mr Parkes, who was
premicr and colonial secretary when they were written,
will have given way, and a Ofteenth ministry,—possibly
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under the presidency of Sir James Martin,—will be
sitting on the treasury benches. Sir James Martin and
Mr. John Robertson seem fo be two statesmen whose
services are most gemerally in request by the colony,
Sir James Martin has besn five times attorney-gencral,
and has three times, while holding that office, been also
premier.  Mr. Robertsom has been in six cabinets, and
hns twice been premier. There can be But little doubt
that a turn in the political wheel of fortume will restore
them to the seats on that bench ta which they are so
well accustomed. The only guestion is as to the durn-
tion of their exclusion,

There are many other gentiomen who are well known
in the colony as parliamentary politicians,—mon who
come into office for o time and go out, perhaps, for
cternity.  But as to the two whom I have mentioned,
there is a feeling that they are normal ministers—gen-
tlemen who have almost a right to be in parliament,
and, being in parliament, almost a right to be in the
cabinet. It is very hard to define parties in the colonial
parliamentary contests, as they ore defined with us. OF
these two colonial statesmen, [ should sny that Mr
Fobertson was o strong Liberal, and Sir JTames Martin a
very strong Conservative.  Mr. Rolerlzon's nome and
fame are connected especially with the administration
of the crown lands, in regard to which e has becn re-
pgarded as the friend of the frec-sclecters, and therefore
n% the enemy of the stuatters. Sir James i5, I fear, a
proiectionist at heart, He is o proclaimed foe to scpara-
tion, strong in loyally to the Crown, very English, very
confident in his own colony, perhaps a little jealous of
others, very pugnocious, a consistent and thorough-going
politician, and almost a Tory. He is, I think, certainly
the best Australian speaker that I heard. Mr. Roberison,
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who was lately Sir James's colleague, but for many
years his opponent, is entitled 1o the singular merit of
having won for himsell high parliamentary reputation in
spite of organic impediments to speech which would
have made a less enerpetic man dumb for life as regards
all public assemblies

When I waz first in Sydney, dhe parlitmentary ques-
tion which was then exciting the minds of men in New
Sonth Wales,—and the minds of men also in Vietora,
—wat that of the lLorder duties. I do not [eel quite
sure that these horder duties will interest my readers as
keenly as they interested me, or that I can in any way
make the subject palatable to them. In the colonies
they are of vital interest, not only from the effect they
have had and must have on the intercourse botween the
two leading colonies, Victoria and New South Wales,
but because the discussion which they are producing
may probably assist in bringing about that one great
measure, which = of all measurés most cssential o the
future welfare of the colonics, a customs union which
shall bind them topether as ene country in regard lo
duties on imported goods. I will tell the story of the
Lorder duties as shortly as 1 can.

The different colonies of Australiz and New Zealand
are at present competent to levy what duties they please
on imported goods, each eolony having in this respect a
power as separate and individool to itsell as that pos-
sessed by different independent nations.  Vietoria may
charge what she pleazes on sugar, and New Seuth Wales
what she pleases on tobacco. But they cannot import
sugar or tobacco from Cuoba at one rate of duty, and
obtain them from the sister colony of Queensland either
free, or at another rate. I they were to mise 2 revenue

on these articles coming from Cuba, they must raise the
Awrfrafin god New Sacfand. [ 15
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same revenue on them coming from Queensland,  =l-
though Queensland is a part of Australia, a part of the
English empire, and apparently as nearly connected with
themselves as Lincolnshire and Yorkshire are with Lan-
cashire, Therefore it follows a5 a necessity that custom
duties must be levied between the colomies, even were
all the colonial statesmen agreed in opinion a5 o the
expediency of abolishing them. Revenue muost be raiscd
om certain articles, and therefore any such article, when
produced in onc colony, canmot be carried free inlo an-
other. On sea-borne articles,—goods carried, we will
say, from the port of Sydney to that of Melbourne,—
these duties ean be levied at any rale without any special
injury 1o commerce, That such duties are in themselyes
injurious to the colonies at large is, T think, easy of
proof, but that question is not necessarily involved in
the question of border duoties.  The actual colléction of
the customs between one port and another cnn be ci-
fected without serious inconvenicnee. Dot Letwoen co-
terminous states or colomies,— between adjoining por-
tions of one and the same natiopality, which are separated
from each other only by arbiteary lines,—lhere is, of
course, a considerable amount of traffic that is not sea-
borne.  Goods are necessanly corried over the border,
The wine of ane colony is consumed in another, as are
also the NMour and wheat. Tt is the policy of Victoria at
present o levy custom duties on flour and wheat; and
therefore the four and wheat of South Awstalia cannot
be received duty free in Victoria without a Lreach—not
only of the Victorian, but also of the English laws.
There is intercourse of this natore between (ueensland
and New South Wales, and respectively between New
South Wales, Victoria, and South Australin,—as to which
a line of custom-house offices aleng the entire borders
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of the colonics would De required if the obligations of
the law were fulfilled. But the one line of sufficient
importance 1o create for itself special altention has been
that between New South Wales and Vietoria,

The nover Murray divides the two colonies. RNerlh of
the Murriy there lics a pastoral district, — calied  the
Riverina, as it is bounded or intessected by the lorgest
Yknown rivers of Australis,—which belongs to New South
Wales, but which, fram its position, and by the existing
means of {ranesit, 15 much more nearly atfied 1o Blel-
Lowrne than to Sydney. The people of the Riverina
by their goods in Melbourne and not in Sydney.  We
may take tea as illustration,—secing that tea is an article
of immense consumplion among wool-growing people
The ten of the Riverina iy Bought in Melliourne; and as
MNew South Wales cannot, of course, allow the govemn-
ment of Victorin o swell its revenue with duties Tevied
on articles consumed in New South Waleg, the tax upon
this lea must either he recovered from Vicloria, or must
be colleciod as the tea crosses the border, having passed
through the Victorian territory in bond.,  Some years
apo the doties were collected on the borders,—on the
banks of the Murray, as the geods passed over; but the
inconvenience resulling from such an amangement was
intolerable, N was precisely the same as though there
were 2 costom-howse on the “Thames at Hompton Court,
50 that people on the one sidé could not deal with their
neighbours an the other, without the interference of
revenue officers.  This was 0 gn:ﬂ:lua that the two
colonies were driven into g convention, by which the
bhorder custom-houses worg  abalished, and Vietoria
agrecd to pay to New South Wales Lhoooo per annum
in liew of these duties, which she would levy at Mel-
bourne on goods there imported, but sent for consump-

15
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lion into the Riverina, Colonial produce, cither from
Victoria to New South Wales, or from New South Wales
to Victoria, was to pass free under the same agreement,
on the assumption that the LG60000 paid by Vietoria
would balance the whole account.

In this way, a5 it were by a side wind, the free inter-
change of colonial prodoce was sanctioned, in direct op-
position to the spirit of the low. The law forbids either
colony to import goods [rom the ofher on lerms more
favourable than those on whicl the same article can be
imporied from other countries. Just north of the Murray
15 the Albuory district,; and the Albury district produoces
wine which is consumed to a great extent in Melbourne,
As Victoria charges a duty on TFrench wines, she i
bound to charge a duty on the wines of New South Wales,
BEut the £boooo per annum paid by Victoria was sup-
posed 1o settle the whole question of the Murray duties,
and the Albury wine-growers were allowed to send their
wines inte Victoria, to the manifest injury of I‘rm-&,
Spain, and Gtrmany,--—ﬂ.!sc- 1o the more manifest injury
of the northern portions of New South Wales, which
grows a wine perhaps as popular and plentiful as Albury,
but which can send its wine to Victoria only by ships,
Mo elearer evidénce can be given of tho absurdity of
intercolonial duties than the confession thus made that
they cannot be collected. It may, of course, be nsserted
that the £6oo00 per annum which was paid up 1o
February, 1872, was a fair adjustment of the balance of
taxation between the two colonies; but it can hardly be
asserted that the arramgement answered the purpose in-
tended by the cbligation enforced by Greal Britain, The
arrangeément made simply admitted the Albury wines to
pass the borders of one colony into another duly free, in
direct opposition to the spirit and to the letter of the
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obligation upon which the mother country was still in-
sisting.  The mother country, through her Secretaries of
State, had declared that were one colony to be allowed
to receivie Lhe goods of another colony free of duty while
charging a duty on those pocds from any other country,
free trade would be so far abandoned, and protection
would be so far cocowraged. Mo doubt it would; ond
to an equal degree free tmde would be abandoned and
protection encouraged by allowing Woreester gloves o
L sold duty free over the Scvern in Worcestershire,
should England be ever driven to reimpose o tax on
French gloves, by the abrogation of M Cobden's treaty.
We still, T believe, levy a tax on imporied gold plate
and ormaments.  Why do we not levy a tax on the gold
plate of London when it i5 taken into Southwark? The
argument i the some.  Whenever any custom duty s
levied, on enlering a country producing the same article,
the article produced by the country is protected.  But
why should there be less protection on one side of the
Murray tham another? or why, at any rate, should Eng-
land interfere to sey that it shall be so, Knpland the
while allowing her colonivs te make what protective
variffs they please for their own advantage,— or detriment?

But,—to retaen 1o the late arrappement as to the
border duties acress the Murray. A sum of L0000
was paid by mutual agreement, and the Colonial CHfice
at home winked at the fact that wine and other articles
were carnied over the niver free.  “This lasted for o few
years, and then the ministers of New South Wales,—and
among them especially Sir James Martin, their premier,
—convinced themselves that £Hoo000 wias not enoogh.
The people of the Riverina drank a great deal of tea,
and consumed much brandy and tobaceo, the duties on
which all went to swell the Victerian revenue, 1t was
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evident to Sir Jnmes Mirlin that the amount should be
increased, althoogh when the contest began no returns
were produced to show, with even assumed accuracy,
what were the amounts of the commence in question. A
conference betwoen ministers of the various Ausiralian
cabinets was held at Melbourne, —professedly in regard
to postal matters. The discussions on that subject did
not have much result. There have been many conferences

Letwean Australian ministers, which never geem to lhave
much result, hecause there is no Lond by which the de-
legates can be fixed to anything. The delegates are not
bound by a majerity of votes. They are not bound by
n majority of coloples, or even By o majority of the
populatien represented. A peneral palaver takes place, as
to which minvtes of proceedings are published—to Le
read, I fear, only by those few whe take strong political
action in the colonies . I think that very little came of
the postal conference; Dut very much came of the sub-
sequent disputes Lewween the premiers of New South
Wales and of Victorin as to the border doties. Mr,

Dufly, on the part of Victoria, absolutely repudiated the
idea of an increased payment. ®We are allowing you to
send wine and grain in without duty,” said the Victorian
prime minister; “wine and grain which are clearly subject
to duty; and by raising our hand we can pul 4 tax upon
your catfle and sheepe Where would your squatiers and
prazices be if we put 2 duty on your mutton and beefl?
VWounld not £4o000 o year be nearer the mark than
£L0oo00t  As for any increase, that is altogether out of
the question. I don't know how you can look me in the
face and ask " Buch seems o have been the tenor of
the reply made by the Victorinn minister; and the minister
from New South Wales was not less positive or léss high-
spoken. £100,000, of the border duties, was his ultimatum,
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Of course there was no agreement; and the minister from
New South Wales: returned to Sydney full of reselution,
full of covrage, almost full of war. The border duties
should be collected,

And the border dutics were collected, Dut the real
battle hiad to be fought in Sydney, It would be too long
to tell the tale of the whole ight,— how it raged throughout
long nights in the House of Assembly.  Sir James Martin
carmied the House of Asseinbly with him at first by a
small majority, bt was afterwards defeated, and had 1o
retire.  Fle foupht his battle with the wtmost pallantry,
and with an amount of parlismenlory energy and power
which filled me with regret that I could not place myself
on the side which seemed 1o gain more honour by defeat
than the other did by victory,  But, to my thinking, Sir
James was twice wrong., He was wrong in the first in-
stance for disturbing an areanpement which, logieally
absurd as it was, did at any rate promote peace and
good-will Letween the colonies, and which would not
have been made less logically absurd bad Sir James suc-
ceeded in increasing the lump sum from Lhocoo 1o
Liooooo; and he was wrong in the sccond instanee be-
canse he owght to have known that his own colony would
Le against him. He was beaten in his own House of
Assembly,—in which previous to the raising of this question
he had a majority. He induced the governor to dis-
solve,—for which the govemor was abused by all partics,
—and was then in a decided minority, having with dif-
ficulty secored & scat for himsell after losing that for
East Sydney which he previously held,

I have narrated the matter here at some length, not
much hoping to interest English readers in the fate of
the premier of New South Wales on the occasion,—or
even in the question of the border duties itsell, which
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loomed so large when I was at Sydney,—because it
offers a fair example of the confusion and grievous trouble
inte which the colonies are thrown by their present con-
dition in repard to intercolonial custom dutics,  The
Australizn colonies are at any rate as closely allied as
are the contens of Switzerland, the United States of
America,—or as were .the different German kingdoms
and duchies before the days of Prussian complete as-
cendancy. But among these various states and king-
doms,—which, in truth, have never had bonds of obliga-
tion hall so strong as those which should knit Australia
inte one whole,—there has been union sufficient to prevent
the cruelty of intermal custom duties. Let these who
have travelled in Germany think what it would be if all
articles of commerce between Baden and Darmstad, be-
tween Rhenish Prussia and Massou, had been subject to
the same restrictions as those imposed on goods im-
ported from France into Germany. Amcricans are sup-
posed by us to injure themselves considerably by the
severity of their custom regulations;—but where would
be their trade if New York could not deal with Jersey
City, or Cincinnati with Louisville, Chicogo with Bufalo,
except through the intervention of internal costom-houses

Sir James Martin wanted £100.000 in liey of £60,000
for his border duties. The cne arrangement would have
been as irrational as the other. In either case articles
of intercolonial produce would have been allowed to
pass froe,—not because it is right, or even legal to grant
to the residents on the Murray a privilege denied to re-
sidents in other parts of either colony; not because it is
just to give to the people of Albury a market for their
wine in Melbourne free of duty, while the wine-growers
on the Hunter River could not send their wine to Mel-
bourne without subjecting it to the same duty as that
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payable on foreizn wines. The Albury wines under the
ald systermn were aliowed io pass free, because the pay-
ment of & lump sum in lieu of duties on such articles as
tea and supar imported at Melbourne in Victoria for the
use of the Riverina in New South Wales, pave an op-
portunity for evasion., The Dritish law still binding on
the colonies requires, that goods nassing from one colony
to another shall be taxed, if similar goods from foreign
countries are made subject to tax. Foreign wines are of
course subject to duty, and, therefore, Mew South Wales
wine should pay a duty on going into Victorio;—but by
lumping these border duties it was allowed to slip through,
The only care for this anomaly and confusion is to be
found in a customs union throughout the colonies, and
the first step o such a unfon will be an alteration in the
British law which forbids the colonies to exercise each
its own discretion as to the fres intercourse of their own
produce, and put an end to all those abominable smuggling
complications which must follow an attempt to collect
diities over a long line of internal demarcation, such as
that afforded by the river Murray, Dry as this subject
is, I shall venture to return to it again before I finish the
task which I have taken in hand, because 1 regard the
present condition of things as fatal to the recognition of
Australian integrity, either by the colonies themselves or
by other nationalities.

These border duties were 50 mueh in the ascendant,
both when I first visited Sydney and when I returned
thither, that I hardly hcard other matters of much im-
portance discussed in the New Sooth Wales parlinment.
There was a divorce bill brought forward, and I then
was surprised to lenrn that the people of New South
Wales, alone among English-speaking races, are without
any legalised means of separating a wife from her hus-
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band, or a husband from his wife. On this occasion the
divarce Lill was thrown out, and the peculiarity still re-
mains. The practice of the British parlioment as o
counting out and observing the presence of stranpers has
been adopted, and is of course much more frequently
used than it is &t home. 1 was surprised to find how
very larpe a proportion of the time of the House was
cecupicd in personal discossions and appeals to the
Speaker;—as to some of which I could not but fecl that
the pentleman hod by no means a bed of roses. A
Speaker in an Australian House of Assembly should be
a stout mam, not thin-skinned, prone rather to content
himself with a low fevel of conduct in lis House than to
attempt the maintepance of hiph dignified decorum,—
but capable of speaking a very strong word i a member
should occasionally fall into 4 bathos lower than that
Tow Tevel, Wilh some teaing a driver feels that it is much
o get along at all. “The House ot Sydoey docs certainly
succeed in making its journeys. When there, T often felt
that an cxercise of some great act of authority would be
ugeful,—that an order to the sergeant-at-arms to carry
away an offending member and lock him wp in some
parlinmentary 1ack-hole would be beneficial. 1 longed
for ihe moment to be the Speaker, that I might be
authoritative.  But I perccived pradoally that the work
did pet isell done, and that the gentleman in the chair
knew what e was about. I was not 5o sure that he was
right, when om an occasion,—a new Bill respecting the
border duties being then in committee,—he spoke from
the benches as o member of the Hoose, not simply on
the clause under discussion, but with considerable party
violence on the subject of the bill at large. I could not
but think that his authority as Speaker wouold be injured
by his descending into the political arcna.
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'That & very commonplace man may make a fair de-
bater was o lesson 1 had leamed Defore 1 ever entored
an Australian legislalure. Such a one will not become: o
great orator, He will not overcome hiz hearers by reasons,
or carry them away by passionate eloguence.  But he
may be very serviceable,—as flour is serviceable in the
fbrication of a pudding. Indeed a pudding with much
flowr and but few plems will answer its purpose Letter
than one in which the plums have nothing to held them
together, In the House of Assembly at Sydney there was
a sufliciency of farinaceous matter to prevent the piums
from cloying the appetite and injuring the digestion.

The Lower House, or Hoose of Assombly, at Sydney
consists of seventy-two members, They are clected mem-
Lers for four years, the house being, of course, subject
1o dissolution Ly the governor,—as is our House of Com-
mong at home.  Manhood sullmage prevails, and votes
are given by ballat. There is no power of scrutiny afier
the ballet, snd I was told by many that the personation
of votes is common, I am inclined to think that the
Lallot has seted well in the colony,—serving, as it cer-
tainly has done, to preserve tranguillity st elections, 1
cdo not think that any conclusion sheuld be drawn from
this as to the expedicnce of the ballot in England, In
New South Wales no voter is desirous of concealing his
vote, Tt is mot foF seerecy,—1o protect the voler from in-
timidation, or from bribery,—that the ballot iz needed,
Lut as o measure of police precaution for the day.

The Upper House, or Legislative Council; in Sydney
i dignified and conscrvative.  As i Chueensland, the
members are elected by the Crown, and are elected (or
life. Practically the nomination is made by the premier
of the day. The great majority of the present members
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have sat in the Lower House, and have thus learned the
use of a debating chamber before entering the Council.

The Executive Couneil consists of the Governor and
seven ministers,—one of whom must be in the Legs-
lative Council. The following are the officers who gene-
rally compose the Cabinet:—the Colenial Secretary, the
Attorney-General, the Solizitor-General, the Colonial Trea-
surer, the Secretary for Lands, the Sccretary for Public
Works, and the Postmaster-Gencral.  Any one of those
officers may be Premier, though the Premier genernlly
chooses 1o be Colonial Seerelary.  Sir James Martin, when
Premier, has always been Attorney-General,  Mr. Robent-
son was at one time Premier and Scerctary for Lands,
The conduct of public bosiness is almost the saome as
with us in England, the one exceplion being that the
governors have the power of reserving bills passed by the
two Houzes for the sanction of the home government;
and that the home government, gven when hills have not
been so resenved, may put its veto on o bill, even when
it has been passed by the two Houses and the governor,
at any time within two years of the date of its receipt
by the Sceretary of State.

By the last consos, taken in 1877, the population of
New South Wales was 503,081, At the beginning of 1873,
the revenue was L2.218,600. Of this sum, Li,720.722
was made op by taxation, aond £497,077 wos revenug
derived from the sale and lease of crown lands.  The
public debt was L10/614,330, and the interest of the
debt was £530,514 per annim;—thus requiring every in-
dividual in the colony to bear a burden of about L1 per
annum on its sceount. It must, however, be cxplained
that mearly all the money so borrowed has been expended
on public works,—such as roads and railways, and that
the sum expended on railways, amounting to £0,500,000,
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retamns an interest of nearly 21, per cent. in the shape
of profit. It can hardly be boasted on behalf of the
colony that this ouotlay of moncy has been directly re-
muneralive, as we know that 7'(, per cent. IS nearer to
the mark of normal interest in Mew South Wales; but
when we consider the general good that is done by an
casy means of transit to o community in which the or-
dinary means are difficult, slow, nnd expensive, we can
hardly look upon the delt in the light of a national in-
cibuz, as we should do had the money been laid out on
the current expenses of the year, or in defraying the
charges of past extravaganoce,

The total payment demanded from every inhabitant
is higher than it is st home. With us it is less than £2
101, a head.  In New South Wales it is very nearly £33
or, & head,—afier giying the colony the advantage of
the suim denved from the lease and sale of crown lands;
but £3 105 2 head is not nearly so heavy a burden in
the colonies as is £2 1o, in England. The rate of rural
wages throughoat Great Britain is not much above 12s

_aweek, whereas in New South Wales it averages about 24

CHADTTER XVI
Country "Uewnn, Bailways, asd Hoxds,

Tue country wwns of Austealia, generally, arc not
attractive, and it is hardly to be expected that they should
as yet be so. ‘There are, of course, exceplional inslances,

~Baltaarat, Geelong, and Beechworth in Victoria, are
exceptions, a8 arg also Ladnceston in “Tasmania, and
Strathallyn and Mount Gambier in South Australia, which,
from peculiarity of situation, or the energy of individuals,
have become either well-built cities or plensant little towns,
Mo doubt there are cihers which T was nat able to visit,
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Dut, gencrally, there is a raw newness aboul these con-
gregations of houses, an initiation of streets which as yet
are no more than initiated, a deficiency in pavement and
macadamisation which leads either to dust or mud, an
apparent mixture of pretension and failure which i in-
deed indispensable to towns founded with hopes of Tuture
greatness, bul which creates o feeling of melancholy sad-
ness in the mind of a strapger. Tt could hardly have
been atherwise, and yet it grieves us 1o see that they whao
have diligently made their plans, imending to produce
comfert, social neatness, and sometimes even wrban map-
nificence, should as yet have succeeded in producing only
discomfort, untidiness, and insignibcance. In old conntrics,
guch a5 our own, towns hiave grown up alioost without
an intention on the part of any founder. Cities have
formed themselves out of villages, Lecanse it has suited
first this man and then that io earm his Dread imo this or
that locality. Consequently our strects have Lcen naroow
and crooked, our spaces confined and often ill arranged,
and our supplics of water and air insufficient for an in-
creasing populotion.  We are daily compelled to pull
down that we may rebuild,—aond are almost angry with
ourselves or with those who went before s, in that there
has heen 50 litle foresight among ns as 10 the wanls of
mankind,  But it has resalted from all this that we are
not, as a rule, incomplete, pretentious, or unpicturesque,
The new countries, however, have laken a lesson from
the deficiencies of the old countries, and have commenced
their towns on o certain plan, with wide streets, and large
spaces, and siraight long lines, so that coming pencra-
tions of thronging men may be alile to build their houses
in spots properly prepored, and to move about without
knotting themselves into inconvenient crowds as men have
o do in the old cities, When the generations shall have
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founders’ will be acknowledged;—but in the meantime
the new towns are ugly, and penerally dirty.

They who have travelled m the United States beyond
the big citics,—who have seen something besides New
York, Boston, and Chicago,—must have fn:it this ngliness
very strongly. It was the appreciotion of this deformity,
excited to its greatest intensity by the unfortunate youtls
fulness of the place then under inspection, and by the
Jm:abu.mu-;:u: of the artist, which produced that pertion’ of
a town in the wilderness wi:nr:h Dickens painted and called
fiden. The founders of his Eden had sought the con-
Muence of (wo preat navipable rivers, and had planned
Tong puays and broad streéts ;=Dut, up 1o Dickens's day,
had produced nothing but mud ond agoe. | have seen
no Auvsiralian town so Lad o5 Eden,—which certainly
when | visited it still deserved all the evil things which
hove been said of it Such a plcture of any Australizn
town, even if I could deaw it, would be untrue, Bt I
cannot sy that as wet these communitics 0sscss many
leautics 1o recommend them to the eye, or have much
to please o stranger. I visited not a few of these in New
South Wales, and found; almost invariably, the sine
charactenstics,—broad sirecls, and many of them Dt
steeets very imperfectly. Olled with houwses, & look of scat-
tered, strageling incompleteness, and an air of disappoint-
ment, a4 thoigh men were beginning to fear that their
Fden was not hecoming that city of Elysiom which they
havd londly anticipated.

And yet in these towns there 15 ample evidence of
energy. The population of such places may be =aid to
vary from 5000 lo 500, the great majority having less
than 2,000 inhabiznts. Exclusive of Sydney there are
but six towns in the whole colony of New South Wales



238 KEW 50UTH WALES,

which have a population over 2,000, and of these four,
Newcastle, Maitland, Paramatta, and Bathurst have a
population varying from 5,000 to 7.500. In all these
towns,—even in places with less than 500 souls,—there
15 a bank. In most of them there are two or three
banks. In all these there is & church;—in most of them
there are churches, The hotels are more numerous even
than the hanks and churches, and,—though I heard them
abused as inns are always abused in all countries,—1
found them fairly comfortable and very much beiter than
I had expected from the sparseness of the population
over 50 wide a district. Almost all inns in Aunstralia,
however small, have a bath-room,—though it may be of
rude construction. I wish I could convey this informa-
tion to hotel-kecpers in England. T found, too, that the
shops were better than they looked, and that the means
of comfortable life were to be found in towns which
were not attractive in theic appeatance.

In England it is sometimes very difficult to discover
the mison d'érre of 2 community ecafled a town. Onc
cannot understand why that especial lot of human beings
have formed themselves together and determined 1o live
in that particular place. It scems that the tailor lives
on the butcher, the butcher on the baker, ihe baker on
the publican, and so on.  In many of our towns, pro-
bably in all the greater cities, there is some particular
industry,—but in others, especially in the South and
East, there is no such catse. T never conld understand
why Wincanton or IIminster should continoe to exist, or
Chelmsford or Bury St Edmunds.  There were canses
when the towns were new, and in new countries the
causes are still 1o be recognised. In New South Wales
many of the towns have been absolutely created Ly the
gold-fields, and are still being ereated. Some of the gold-
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field towns are already in a state of decay, and are al-
most passing away.  Still something of life remains, but
of all the sad places I ever saw they are the most
melanchaly,  They are *bush™ towns, Readers who
desire to understand anything of Australian life should
become ncquainted with the technical meaning of the
word “bush.” The bush is the gum- trec fnrr:s:, with
which so great a parl of Australia is covered, that [olk
who follow a conntry life are invariably =zaid to live in
the bush. Soguotters who look after their own runs al-
ways live in the bush, even though their sheep are
pastured on plains,  Instead of & town mouse and a
country mouse in Australia, there would be a town mouse
and a bush mouse,—but miee living in the small country
towns would still e bush mice. A young Indy when
she becomes engaged to a gentleman whose avocations
call upon him to live far inland always declares that she
prefers “hush life” The mining towns are comprised of
the sudden crections which sprung from the finding of
pgold in the neiphbourhood, and are generally surronnded
by thick forest. But in their immediate vicinity the trees
have been cut down either for firewond or for use under
grownd;—Dbut have not been altogether cleared away, so
that the hideous stumps remain above the surface.  Around
on all sides the ground has been stirred in the search
for gold, and ugly bare heaps of clay are left. The road
to and from such a place will meander causelessly be-
tween yawning holes, in each of which some despondmg
miner has probably buried his high hopes,—and which
he has then abandoned. One wonders that every child
in the neighbourhood does not perish by falling into
them, At dilferent points around the centre which have
“once been supposed to be auriferous, there are the

skeleton remains of wooden habitations, with here and
Awstrabia aid New Sendamdl £ 16
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there the tawdry sign-boards of deserted shops from which
high profits were once expected.  In some few of these
skeleton habitations there are still inhabitants,—men and
women who having a house have been unwilling Lo leave
it, even when the dreadful fact that gold is not to be
found in paying quantities hos been acknowledped. In
the centre there is still the town, though day by day its
right to the namc iz passing from it There are still the
priblicans, and still the churches,—though the scrvices
become tore and still more rare,—and there is the bank
holding its position a8 long as an ounce of gold is 1o
be extracted from the unwilling soil. Here congregnie
Chinese in gangs, who are content to re-wash the ground
which has already heen perhaps twice washed by European
or Australian Christians, and who, with the patient in-
dustry which is peculiar to them, will earn perhaps cach
15, 64, o day by the process. T will name no such town,
Decause by doing so I might affend the suseeptibilities
of some still hopeful denizens of the place specified, Tut
they are cosy 10 find by those who travel in New Souh
Wales, There are, however, other mining towns in the
colony full of life. Mcn are slill crowding to them; and
al these habitations cannot be put up fast cnough to
cover the cager seckers after wealth, nor shops opened
guick cnough to supply their wants,  OF them T will say
a few words in another chapter.

Other towns, and they probably the Dest and most
enduring of the country towns of New South Wales, have
Leen bailt in the wheat distriets, —in those parts of the
colony which have been found most fitted for ceroasl
produce.  Among these are Maitland, Bathurst, Goul-
Lowrn, Aroidale, Albury,—and Wagga Wagpa, celebrated
for ever in the annals of the colony as having been once
the residence of the great Tichborne claimant, Maitland
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and Goulboum I did mot visit,—of Bathurst I cannot
speak otherwise than kindly because of the kindness 1
received there. It stands in a fertile plain, just across
that range af Blue Mountains which in the early days
of the colony were so cruelly inaccessible to the first
setflers,. When ot last their energies prevailed they pot
down upom the happy wheat-liearing land through which
the Macquarie runs, where the town of Bathurst now
stands with its broad streets and numerous chirches,
Bathuret has 5030 inhabitants. There must surely he
room therd for treble the number,—so spacious is it, and
s0 preat are the distances,  Truth compels me to state
that the mud in their streets can be very deep in wet
weather,

Neweastle, 1 in ponulition and importance, is second
to Sydney. It is essentially 2 city of coal. As I must
speak again of the coal of the colony, I need do no
more here thon mention the nome It remains that I
should say a word in honouor of Paramatta, the city of
oranges, and the scene of some of the greatest efforis
made by the cary scttlers to obtain subaistence from the
wngrateful soil of the districts adjacent to Sydney. The
Paramattn. River,—called by the notives by that or by
gome similar name —vuns down inle Sydney Harbour,
and on this river, about Afeen miles above the eity,
now stands fhe pleasant and almost old-fashioned little
town. It is quite unlike any other colonial place of the
same size; having been established before the new order
of things had commenoed,—when men were strogeling
for cxistence rather than thinking of sanitary areange-
ments and future grandeur. The eatly colonists tried to
grow wheat here and failed. Those who have come
since have planted oranges and have made money. Now

Paramatta is known far and wide for its fru}.l.—m that
(L]
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no man or woman s supposed to have seen Sydney
aright who has not visited Mr., Pye's orange groves, and
shaken hands with Mrs. Pye, who in the matter of con-
sorved ornpes stands far above all competitors in any
country, Either the soil ar the climate, or both together,
contain the requoisites, whotever they may be, for this
peculiar growth, so that neither Jamaica or the South of
Spain, not Mala or the Havanna, can Dbeat Paramatta
in this especial article of produce; And a3 a consequence
the consumption of omnges 15 very great throughout all
the colonies, December and January are the months in
which they culminate, but they are picked ripe throughout
the entire year. On the 1st of July, in the very middle
of winter, I ate frésh-picked oranges in Sypdney which
were ripe and perfectly sweet, and at the same period of
the year they are exported in great numbers, At Para-
matta I found an hotel so like an old English country
inn,—that when there I could hardly believe that 1 was
in the colony. But Paramatta, like Sydney, is not o
mushroom, a5 are other colonial towns; but has an old
histery and savours of the last century. Steamers ply to
it up the Faramatta River, and it lies also on the Sydney
and Bathurst Railway,—so that it may almost be re-
gparded as 2 suburb of the city.

In New South Wales there are three lines of railway
nearly equal in lenpth, comprising altogether 304 miles.
The amount does not seem much for so great o country
—but it must be remembered that the very distances
create the difliculty. The popolation is scattered so far
and wide that the towns to beé connected arc too small
io pay for railway traffie, The Great Worthern starts
from Newcastle, and runs up through the coal district
to Maitland, S:ﬂglumn and Musclebrook. The average
cost per J:|:|.|1E of this line was £13,000, and it is carried
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over 124 miles.  “The Great Western and the Great
Southern,—it is of colrse necessary that the English
pattern should be followed and that all railways shall be
Cireat,—are one and the same from Sydney as far as
Paramalta;, ‘I'his morsel of rnilway, 14 miles in lenpgth,
the first opened in the colony, cost no less than £ 50,000
a mile to construct it, the tofal sum expended on it
being eix times the amount originally subseribed by a
private company to make the entire milway to Goulbourn,
a distance of 135 miles! At Paramatta the Iines diverge,
the Southern branch going 1o Goulbourn, and the Westorm
across the Blue Mountains to Bathurst. ‘The latter crosses
the Nepean River at Penrith, and immediately ascénds
th hilla. Tt is taken up by a zipeap ascent, and after
running G0 miles thn:rugh the mountaing, by the only
Imihhie teack which t]m].r afford even for foot trovellers,
it i brought down again by another eigzag.  On the
ascent from the Nepean the steepest gradient is 1 in
s05—on the descent towards Bathurst it 3.1 in 32, The
whale work is said to be, and appears to be, o wonderful
feat of engineering enterprise,—and is not the less so
certainly becanse it cost £35000 o mile; whereas the
portion of the line between Sydney and Paramatta, which
cost double the money, runs through o perfectly flat
country. The scenery through the Blue Mountain ranges
is 5o grand, that the traveller should not content himself
with looking at it from o milway carrigge.  There are
three or four points on the line at which he should stay
a few hours, and explore the defiles around him. ‘The
ranges which are so passed run all the length of the
eastern side of Australia, dividing 4 narrow strip of land
along the sea-shore from the huge plains of the interior.
From Faramatta the Southern line branches to Goul-
bourn, also passing the ranges,—but doing so at a spot
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in which the ascent is comparatively insignificant, But
in this work also the gradients for three conseculive
miles are 1 1o 30.  The line to Goulbourn from Para-
malta okt £13,000 a mile,

The total cost of the railways in Mew South Wales
up to the end of 1871 had been £6,532,184, and in
that year the receipts tuken on the 304 miles open were
£365,322.  The working cxpenses were £197,065, and
the net profit on the sum expended £r58.257, piving
an imterest on the capital invested of 2.4z per cent
‘These railways are exclusively in the hands of the govern-
ment, are made with public money, and are managed by
a minister of state,—as are the post-office and electric
telegraph with us.  The greater portion of the delit of
the colony has beéen borrowed for the purpose, and has
been so expended. As 7', per cent. may perhaps be
named as the present normal rate of interest in the
colony, it cannot be said that the business is directly
remunerative as a spectlation. The railways ane still being
extended, and it may probably be long before any ma-
terjal increase in the rate of dircct profit will be realised;
— but that adequate profit of an indircet nature is
realised, amply sufficient to justify the outlay, no one [
think can doubt.

Nevertheless, these railways are open to an objection
which strikes an Englishman very forcibly.  With a few
:.r.n:-r:p&mm a5 to shorl lines for local traffic, ol the Aus-
tralian railways have been made by the Australian govern-
ment, and have necessarily been made under the authority
of centralized officials.  When it is determined to spend
a million on railways, some individuz] has to determine
whether the money shall be expended for the advantage
of this or that district. Mo doubt the proposition must
be sanctioned by padioment, but we all know what is
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the power of a4 man “in power;” and we know also how
prone such men are to use their power, perhaps un-
consciously, towards the promotion of their own par-
liamentary interest.  They who do nol know 9t would
soon be taught the lesson by & wisit to the Auvstralian
colonies. When a change of government is elfected,
and a new set of men obtains possession of the treasury
bench, the happy localities by whom the new ministers
are sent 1o parliament immediately become assured that
roads and bridges will be showered upon them, and
they become loudly expectant of railways.  But these
benelits are to be procured by money subscribed by the
colony at large, which should therefore be expended on
behall of the colony at large. When the member for
Wonga-jonga becomes the honourable sceretary for public
works, it is a matter of course that the inhabitants of
the Wonga-jonga district should expect great things; and
it is almost equally a matter of course that the secretary
for public works should do, if not great things, at least
little things. He will do probably as litlle as may sef-
fice 10 secure his popularity; Tut he will hardly be able
to forget altogether his own intercsts in his public duty,
and e ceptainly will not be encouraged Lo forpget his own
inierests Ly the gencral fecling which prevails. apound
hiw.

Nor wonld it be peossible for any minister, let his
scnse of duly be ever so steong, to adjust the expendi-
ture of public money on local objects so as todeal fairly
with all by whom the mency is subscribed. Consequently
there is o continued outery that moncy is unfairdy spent,
Mone of the railways of Hew Sonth Wales confer any
appreciable benelit on the inhalitants of the great River-
inun district, or on the district of Hlawarra, which lics
south from Syduey along the coast; ut Riverina and
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Mawarra pay as much towards the Bathurst and Goul-
bourn railways as do the localities benefited. Conses
gquently o cerfain amount of suspicion and distrust is
the necessary consequence of the system adopled.

The ordinary reads of New South Wales would pro-
bably more thoroughly astonish an Englishman hitherto
altegether ignorant of tie condition of the colopies than
any other phenomenon that he woold meet. The extreme
length af the colony along the sea-board is goo miles, and
its mean breadth about 500 miles, It is about (hree times
the size of Grent Britain and Ireland, and larger than any
state in Europe except Russin. Throughout the whale
of this enormous country there are but 604 miles of
metalled roads, by far the majority of which are closely
adjacent to the towns.. Im the island of Ceylon, which
has not been in oor possession lomger than New South
Wales, and which is smaller than Ireland, there ase
606 miles of principal roads, all of which are metalled
and completed. Ceylon is a Crown colony, in which
everything is done by almost despotic rule, whereas New
Seuth Wales enjoys the privilege of representative govern-
ment.

I trust it may not be thought that T make this com.
parison as tending to show that a Crown colony is in 2
more bl¢ssed state than one under represcntative governs
ment, or that the native races of Ceylon are in a hap-
pier condition generally than the people of New South
Wales. In Ceylon the labourers on the roads receive,
I am told, about 14 24 a day, and they live upon rice.
Roads may thercfore be made cheaply. In New Scuth
Wales the road-makers cat meat three times o day, and
are paid certainly not less than 45 a day. Roads, there-
fore, are costly. ‘The contrast, however, will serve to
show how very small a portion of the free colony has
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received an accommodation which we at home regard as
one of the primary requisites of civilised life,

In addition to the Goy miles of completed road, there
arc 1,255 other miles in different states of incompletion,
of which the majorily, in the sumimer of 187z, had been
gimply clegred. The lines bad been surveyed, and the
forest-trees had been cut down. As o consequencs of
this condition of things, journeys are made over forcst-
tracks, and are made so constantly, and with soch a fair
ameunt of averape pumctuality, that the traveller is ot
last driven to ask himself whether, after all that has
Lieen said on the subject, roads are a necessily.

This travelling throogh the endless forest of gum-irees
is very peculiar, and at first atteactive,  After awhile it
biecames monotonous in the exteee.  There is o great
absence of animal life. One may go all day through a
pastoral. country without sceing a sheep or 4 kangaroo,
Mow and again one hears the melancholy note of the
magpie, or the unmelodious but cheerful gobble of the
laughing jockass, and sometimes the scream of a cocka-
too; but eveén birds are net common. Travellers one meets
cccasionally,—a man on horseback, with his swag be-
fore him on his saddle, or a line of drays dmawn by
bullocks, or perhaps a squatter in his buggy,—but they
arg few and for between, ‘The road, such as it is, consists
of various tracks, running hither and thither, and very
puzzling at first to a “new chum"—till he learns that all
these tracks in the bush are only deviations of one road,
When the bullock-drays have so-cul up a certain pas-
sage that the ruts are big enough and deep cnough to
swallow up a buggy or to overset the siage-coach, the
buggies and the stage-coach make another passape, from
which they move again when the incvitable bullock-
drays have followed them. ‘The government shows its
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first care on these roads in making bridges over the
sireams, but even b L!E;:-s are not absolutely essential.
With some rough contrivance, when any contrivance is
obsolutely necessary, the vehicles descend apd ascond
the Danks, though the wheels be down to the nave in
mud,  Owver many of these bush roads, Cobb's conches
travel day and night, passing in and out through the
trees, up and down across the creeks, sticking here and
there in the mud, in a rough, uneasy, but apparently not
very insecure fashion. Now and then one hears that o
coach has becn upset, and that the pazssengers have been
out in the bush all night; but one very rarely hears that
any on¢ has been hurt, unless it be the conchman. The
averape pace of the trovelling in New South Wales is
about six miles an hour,

But more go in their own bugrics than by coach,
and perhaps more on horseback than in buggies, In
Aupstralin every one keeps horses;—every squatter keeps
horses by the dozen; and o boggy is as necessary o
part of lis establishment as o dinner-table.  These
vehieles are either Americin, or are built on the American
plan, and are admirably adapted for bush work, They
are very light, and go ower hupge logs and across un-
fathomable ruts almost without feeling them. To upset
them seems to be an impossibility.  ‘They are constantly
lu.in;, broken,— hopelessly broken to the mind of an
ignorant stronger; Lot they go on apparently as wetl
without a pole aos with one, and are indifferent to hent
axles and injured wheels.  There are always yards of rope
at hand, and supplementary timber can be cot from the
next tree. Many scores of miles through the bush I have
travelled in these bugpies,—and have sometimes fell the
hours 1o pass by very slowly; but though there have been
no roads,—nothing that in England would be called
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road,-~1 have encountered no injury; nor have I heen
aware of any danger, ;

But the pleasantest mode of bush travelling 15 on
herseback. It is open ta this objection,—that you can
carry nothing with you but what can be strapped on to
your saddle beforg you. Two changes of linem, a night-
shirt, "a pair of trousers, with hair-brushes, tooth-brush,
and a4 pair of slippers, is about as much as can be
tiken. But, on the other hand, bush-life requires but
little in the way of dress, and o man travelling on horse-
back is held to be exempt from rules which he should
observe  if he travelled im o Deggy, The squatter
travelling alone through the country generally takes
two horses, lending one and riding the other and in
this way makes very long journeys. ‘The work which
Auvstralion horses will do when immediately taken off
the prass is very surprising. I have ridden forty, flty,
and even as much as sixty-four miles a day,—the whole
weight on the animal's back being over seventeen stonc,
and have come to the end of the day's work without
tiring the horse.  According to the distance to be done,
and the number of consecutive days during which you
reiuice your steed 1o trovel, will Le your pace, Tho
fastest which I ever did from moming to evening was
eipht miles an hour thronghout, resting two hours and
journcying cight; but six miles an hour will perhaps b
the average rate.  The stories, however, that we hear
are very wonderful—Ifor in mattérs of horseflesh, gen-
tlemen in Australia de net hide their lights wnder
bushels. T have heard men boast of doing ten miles
an hour for tem hours runming; and one very ciler-
prising horseman assured me that he had ridden seventy-
five miles in four hours. The bush horses are, generally,
not shod,—though I wounld always recomniend shocing
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for o long journey,—and are very rarely stabled. They
ore expected,—to ose a bosh phrase,—to cot their own
bread and butter, or, in other words, 1o feed themselves
by foraging. The two paces which are cummcm]_-.r
adopled by horsemen in the bush are walking and ca
tering. Men seldom trot, and consequently many Em::c-s.
altopether loge, or never acquire, the habit of l:rcltlmﬂ' I
have been assured that Australian horses will pet over
the ground at a fast pace with greater ease to themsclves
by a continual canter than by changing that pace for a
trot, That such a theory is altogether wrong, I have
not the shightest doubt. 1 have found in Auwstralia, as
all horsemen know in England, that Dorses carrying
heavy weights will make muoch longer journeys it made
to trot than they can do if reqaired to canter hour after
hour. ‘The canter is the easier pace to the man, and
therefore it has been adopted. Not uncommonly o horse
will knock up with his rider on the road. On such
occasions the rider turns into the nearest squaller's
station, and Lorrows another. ‘The fact that cverybody's
horses, and everyhodys saddles and bridles, are always
at somebody else’s house and never at the owner's, is
one of the most remarkable and perhaps not least pleas-
ing phases of Australian life, Nevertheless, it tends o
some confusion.

CITATPTEH XYIL
Land.

I rear I shall have to repeat very often the fact that,
at the commencement of colonization in Australia, all
land was the property of the Crown,—and that on the
transfer in each colony of the power of government from
the Crown to representative institutions, the land became
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the propetly of that eolony, except in regard to such
comparatively small tracts as had been already alienated
te individuals, In other words, the land from the be-
pinning has been held in trost, 1o be administered for
the benefit of those who have ventured to pgo to it and
1o look to it for their future means of subsistence. Great
difference of opinion has existed among men @s to the
way in which this trust should Le administered, and e
doubledly many wistakes have been made.  Equally
without doubt, 1-fear, the trust has been occasionally be-
trayed by prants of land which there has Deen nothing
to justify. Sales, too, have been made with partiality,—
g0 that land has been transferred to the favoured for
sums much less than it was worth in the open market,
And political influences have been brought to bear apon
the disposilion of land, concessions having been made
o the supporters of one intergst al the cxpense of those
who have been regarded as opponents. ‘These differences
of opinion have been o wide, the mistakes made have
been so serions, the breaches of trust have been [elt to
be so obvious by men who have not themselves been
favoured, and the political jobbing has been a thorn so
sharp in the side of those who have considered them-
selves to be injurcd, that the matter in the colonies is
discussed on all sides as though the enly principle on
which it was possible to act,—that of the land Leing in
truth the property of colonists whe would go and use it,
—had been forgotten, thrown gver, and abandoned. But
e principle has never been forgotten and has never
Leen abandoned. ‘The adherence to it has perhaps been
as close a3 has been compatible with the costomary in-
fiemitics of human administrators, Under the old des-
potic governors, and under the government as since
carried on by parliimeninry ministers, there haos ever
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been an attempt at a system, founded on this principle.
Mr. Wakefield's idea that the land should be sold for a
price, and not given away, has been fully adopted. The
idea of those who gencrally agreed with him, that the
money so obtained should Le expended on emigration,
has Decn partially tried, Dbut has fallen 1o the ground,
The price paid for the land has become a part of the
réenue of the colony, and has in this way been used
for the benefit of those whe paid it. Tt is now a fixed
rile in all the Australian colonies that the public lands
shall be sold to those wha desire to buy them, in ac-
cordance with certain laws,—and that these lnws shall
seitle the price, the area that may be booght, the way in
which it shall be sclecked, the amount of credit that
shall be given, and the terms as 1o residence and cul-
tivation, by a complianee with which the purchase may
al fast be completed. These laws have been made with
the expressed object of dealing fairly not only with the
wirild-be purchasers of the land, but abo with the in-
tereste of o sct of men who, by their eapital and enenry,
have pradually become the ascendant class of aristocricy
of Australie. Tt must e remembered always that the
woilld-be purchasers have rarely, if ever, proposed 1o
seitle themselves on lands altogether unoccupieds  There
have becn settlers hefore them who have used the land,
but who while using it were under no necessity to pos-
gess it These were patriarch  squatlers,—owners of
sheep who drove their flocks on the public pasteees, and
“siuatied” on the land, conscious that it was not their
own, Lut conscions also that by taking such temporary
occupation they were making themselves the pioneers of
civilisation, and were legitimately carrying on the true
purposes of colonization. It is not teo moch to say; that
all the early success of Australia-was due to the squatters
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of New South Wales, who followed the steps of Captain
Macarthur, the man who introduced merino sheep inio
Australia. At frst the sheep of the squatters ran free,—
But it was soon recognised as o fact that as the foraging
of shoep was peofitable, the gpraziers shoold pay some
rent for the land,—the land so used being still the pro-
perty of the colony, and not the property of the graziers.
Then it becamie necessary not only that a rental should
s fixed, but also térms arranged as to the continvance
of the lease. I have not heard that in New South Wales
there has been much heart-burning 23 to the price de-
manded;—but there has been much as 1o the continag-
ance of the squniter's holding. The squatter’s pastoral
run has been made Tuirly his own, af against other squat-
ters, Dut it has been opened by law to the choice of the
free-selecter.  Any would-be farmer may take o bit here
ar a bit there, may chopse the choice water-holes of the
run without which the sheep conmet be pastored, may
make his own of any portion of the squatier’s holding.
And ten, twenty, forty frec-selecters may make their own
of a5 many potlions of Gt till they absolutely take his
pastures from him.  And perhaps this is not the worst
aspect of the squatter's case.  The man who comes and
calls himself a free-selecter may at  heart, and in very
deed, be no farmer at all,— but o professional thief in-
tent on living on his neighbour's goods,  Or e may be
joint farmer and hief,— growing perhaps a little 'maize
and a few pumpking, but still havieg an eye to the
squatier’s sheep ot the squatter's: oxen. That there is
very mitch af 5.|.u:h theft in Mew South Wales is certain,
and also that it is very difficult to punish (he offender.
The flocks are so numerous and the spaces so vast, that
it is oficn long before the stolen animals are missed, and
often ':m1:|1:-551"|.|1:: to bring evidence against the thicf, al-
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though the squatter knows well where his beef and mut-
ton have gone. And there is another evil-minded free-
sclecter who is very odious to the squatter.  This man
purchases his tract of land, something between g0 and
320 acres, simply in order that he may be bought oul.
He kpows that he can be so disagreeable as a neighbour,
that his neighbour will be fain to bay him cut. He also
succceds, too often, o the great grief of the squatter,
The squatters urge that they had leases or promises of
leases which should have preserved them for a lerm of
years, and that their rights were ignored by new Iaws 1
found the question to be very intricate in New South
Wales, and I do not know that I can do any service by
CXpressing an opifion one way or the other. Land
ministers in New South. Wales have been confident in
proving to me that no existing rights were ever infringed
by the operation of o new land lane. Squatters have boen
equally confident in proving to me that thoir rights were
altogether ignored, and that the lerms made with them
were infringed. I have endeavoured to DLelieve botk
when listening to them, and do not doubt that they all
were proclaiming. truths undoubted o themselves. In
speaking of Victoria I shall be obliged to return to this
subject, —for in Victoria I think that the squatler’s rights,
as confirmed Ly one law, were token from them by a
subsequent law, [ mention the matter in regard to New
South Wales in order that the reader may understand
some of the difficulties with which the distribution of the
public lands has been surrounded. The professed object
of the land laws has been =0 to adjust the disposal of
the public lands as to attract small purchasers without
injustice to the preat squatters, and T believe that this
object has been truly sought by those who have framed
these laws in New South Wales,
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When 1 was first at Sydeey, a new land law was in
the hands of the government,—which had then come ot
feom the brain of the indefntigable M Robertson. It
contained eighty-foor clauses, and ecach clouse required
study for its comprehension,—so complicated is the sub-
ject. I was 1old that T could oot hope to understand the
Bill unless T mwastered all the details of the existing land
law. I did my best, believing that the new bill wounld
become a good law. Bul when I returned to Sydney,
Mr. Robertson and Sir James Martin had fallen, and the
new land bLill with it cighty-four clavses had been shoved
aside into pigeon-holes, It is melancholy to think how
much futile work,—work that never comes to anything,
~—is done by statesmen and polilicians.  When we re.
member the bills that aré draswn out, with aumberless
laboured clauses, the tedious toil of long days and long
nights, and how often all this is done with no result,
we ought to feel kindly to these ill-used patriots.  Men
do it from year to year, hoping enly that each years
work may form, i some sorf, an unacknowledged
stepping-stone tothe object in view. There were Mr
Derkeley's annual bills about the Lallot!  The ballot has
come, but Mr. Berkeley is dead. 1 hope it may not be
s0 with Me. Robertson. 1 took the liberty of condoling
witlh him about his hill, but he did not seem to require
consolation.  The wind is tempered to the shom lamb,
and the baffled statesman has some shield of prool of
which ordinary mortals know nothing.

Under the existing law any would-be purchaser may
select in Mew South Wales not less than 4o, or more
than 320 acres,—the price being 20s an acre. Of this
sum he pays down one-fourth,—2£25 we will say for
too acees.  He then enters in upon possession, and no
further claim for payment is made upon him-for three

Angtrelie and Nrew Evalvad, £ 7
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years, At the end of that time he may pay the other
three-fourths, a5 to which no inteérsst is charged against
him for those three years. If he does so, and can satisfy
the officinls of the land office by cortiin declarations
that he has complied with expressed 5[:;1:;;1“015 s 1o
residence. and expenditure of money on ;mprn'.r_ml,nta,
the fee-simple of the land is made over to him. But this
the free-selecter need not do,—and very rrely does, He
may pay the outstanding 735 per cent. of his purchase-
money and get his title-decds, but he need not do so.
Instead of that he may pay § per cent. interest on the
debt for an indefinite term of years, having the while the
undisturbed use of his land; and as his money is worth
1o him more than 5 per cent, this 5 what he does do.
The farmer, therefore, in New South Wales with 100
ncres of land will have paid £25 down, will have had
the use of his land without further payment for three
years, and will then pay = rental of £3 158 2 year,—
which oblipation he can terminate at any time by paying
down a further sum of L£75

The terms scem to e very cosy, but yet, as far as [
could learn, the free-sclecters in MNew South Wales are
not s0 prosperons o cliss as one would wish to find
them. It must be remembered in the first place that
they enter in upon their land in its rough state, unfenced,
and probably with heavy timber on it They then be-
come almost invariably subject to, T will not say ill-usage,
bt hostility from their richer neighbours. No doabt they
can retoliate,—and can infure the squatter much more
materially than the squatter can injure them. They can
steal, and if provoked can set fire to fences, They can
sell grog, either with or without a licence; and a grog-
shop in the wicinity of his station is regarded by the
squatter as onc of the most grievous injuries which can
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ke inflicted on hins  But the state of hostility which is
thus engendered cannot tend to the man's comforl or to
his materinl advantage. The climate, however, is the
most severe ememy which the frec-selecter has to en-
counter in New South Wales. lLand capable of pro-
duocing cereals he eon obtain, but through the uncertainty
of the climate he cannot be secure of his crop.  Once
in three years his crop s pood,—but twice in three
years it will hardly pay the price of production. In the
year ending jist March, 1870, there were in New South
Wales 180,452 acres under wheat, and the crop omounted
to ncarly 17 bushels an acre. That was a good year
Nevertheless the area under wheat sunk in the next year
to 147,007 acres, and the produce did not amount to
7 bushels an acre. ‘That was a very bad year. Wages
are so high,—averaging never less than 241 o weelk, in-
cluding the cost of board, when labour 15 hired only for
a-ghort time,—ihat unless o farmer can do his work with
his own fomily, he will be worse off than his own
Inbourer. And then his markets are probably far from
home, and the roads to them are very bad. The con-
ditien in which the free-selecter of Neéw South Waleg
seemed to thrive the best was that in which the farmer,
who i5 his own master and perhaps the employer of
labour during o part of the year, condescends to be the
paid servant of a master during another portion, and to
take the squatter’s wages for work done in the wool-shed,
or at the washpool, I should have added, when stating
the teems on which the free-selecter obiains his land,
that he is entitled Dy his dnitiated purchase to cerwmin
grazing rights. He has such privilege under the existing
law;—but this arrangement has been found to work so
prejudicially both to the selecter and 1o the squalter,—
adding a fresh ground of contention between the two,—
4 by
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that by the new bill to which I have alluded, that privi-
lege would have been abandoned, under the conviction
that 1t had done more harm than goed.

Iam far, however, from expressing an opinion that
the cause of the free-sclecters should be given up in
New South Wales, or that efforis made to attract such a
cluss should not be continued. It is by the influx of
such men that the Inbour market of the colony must be
maintained, and the body and life of the colony be sup-
ported.  ‘The condition of the free-selecter,—that of
ownership of a piecce of land 1o be tilled by the owner,
—is the one which the best elass of immigrants desire,
It is the hope of attaining this condition which templs
men o come, such as all colonics are desivous of pos-
sessing, It is impossible mot to sympathize with the
efforts of colonial law-makers to assist the growth of
such bone and bLlood in the body of the colony with
which they have 1o deal. As time goes on the sheep-
stealing and the catile-stealing, which are less rife than
they were ten years sinee, will becone exceptional as
they are with us. And ns time goes on the gradual im-
provement of the climate which follows occapation, and
the ercation of roads, and increased skill in farming,
will all tell in favour of the free-selecter. In describ-
ing the present condition of this most interesting of all
colonists I have endeavoured to paint the picture as 1
SAW 1L

When telling the manner in which the public lands
are alienated by the colonist on behalf of the colony, I
shouold also state the terms under which the runs of the
squatters are let to them. Leases are now granted for
terms of five years, which are renewable. The lenurs
under these leases i3 in fact so good that & squalter
buys or sells the right to pasture on a run without fear
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of interference or loss of his prazing ground ot the ex-
piration of the term. But the lease affords no protection
to the squatler aganst free-selecters. The rent demanded
from Bim is ealeulated after a complicated and no doubt
most sapacious fashion which I commot explain, as I
have failed to understand it.  Practically he pays about
zd. a sheep.  In the assessment of his rent 200 head of
cattle are supposed to be equal to 1000 sheep. The
payment demanded by the government from the squatter
in Mew Sopth Wales is not above a fourth of that ex-
acted in Vicloria,

The squatter himsell s almost invariably a free-
selecter, as he buys the geound on which his homestead
stands, and his water frontage, and horse paddock, and
wool-shed, to save them from other free-selecters.  Not
unfrequently he goes much further than this, and by
calling in the aid of friends and dependents makes large
purchases, which are entircly opposed to the spirit of
the act. For the Lind laws here, a5 in all these colonies,
have been framed with the view of preventing,—though
they have never succeeded in preventing,—the accumula-
tion of large domains in the hands of termforin] magnates,
T have, I think, explained elsewhere the system of dum-
mying, by which this intention of the laws has beéen
evaded. T must add here that there are large landowners
in the colony whose title-deeds are more ancient Lhan
any of the laws which now regulate the sale of lands
In the early days of New South Wales vast grants of
land were made to carly colonists who undertook the
charge of convicts,—were made, too, sometimes under
other circumstances not always with strict impartiality,
These prantees, or more frequently their descendants,
still own the cstites thus conferred, and are cxempt
from rent, and exempt also from selecters. There are
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others, too, who have purchosed large properties. But
the bulk of the land of the colony is still the property
of the colony. At the cloge of 1870, 8,437,638 acres
had been alienated in the colony,—but there were still
left 104,015,430 acres unsold.

In 1872 there were no fewer than 3495 pastoral
heldings, or runs held wnder the Crown, in New South
Wales. It should, however, be explained that one
squatter generally holds two or three of these runs, and
not unfrequently oneé squatter or one firm of sguatters
will hold eight or ten. In Queensland there were in
the same year 2310, In Vicloria only g73,~—the com-
parative smallness of the number being due to the fact
that the greater part of the pastoral lamd in that colony
has been already purchased. In Souoth Australia there
are 778 runs.  The small number is there does, as far
as I could learm, to the fact that the lund has been
taken up in lorger tracts than in the other colonies,

At the end of this volume (App. No. 2, vol. i) will
be found o digest of the present land laws of New South
Wales, as far as- they pefer to [ree-selection,  This s
token from MacPhaile's Australian Squaotting Directory,
published at Melboume.

CHAITER XVIIL

Mest.

By the latest returns which I could get before leav-
ing the colonies, I found that there were in Awstralia
4,540,638 hormned cattle, and 41,300,263 sheep. In these
numbers the cattle and sheep of New Zealand are not
included. In Great Britain and Ireland, at the beginning
of 1872, there were 0,340,216, lhomed cattle, and
31,403,500 sheep, The population of Australia then
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amounted, in round numbers, to 1,700,000, That of
Great Britain and Ireland (o 32,000,000, There was
therefore [or every 100 of the population in Awnstralia
p¥er 250 cattle, and over 2,400 sheep, and for every
100 at home less then 30 head of caittle, and less than
100 sheep. In ether words, every Auvsiralian has 2§ head
of hormed cattle and 24 ﬂ:ecp te his or her own ih:u'c,
whereas every Briton staying at home has but a third of
o bullock and one sheep.  The price of meat ranges
from 2d. to 4d. a pouad in Awstralia, ranging perhaps
from Bd. 1o 18 in England. At the same time the wages
i & labouring man in Australin ore about double the
wipes of his brother at home. Consequently the labour
ing man, lot his lnbour be what it may, éats meat three
times a day in the colonics, and very generally goes
without it allogether at home,  That is o ploin and, I
think, a trug stolement of the case.  In repard to almost
all other necessaries of life such great inequality of price
and consumption is prevented by the casy transport of
the article produced. The price of wheat nearly equalises
itself in all the great cities of the world, Tea, sugar,
clothing, spirits, and tobacco are carried about so readily,
that any dilference in their prices is due rather to the
fscal necessities of the eountry importing them, than to
the cost or dificulty of carrying them. Dol meal has
hitherto been an exception to this rule,—Iirom & couse
that is manifest to cvery one. It becomes decomposed,
and is destroyed by contact with the air. Hence has
ariscn the very important qoestion,—important cqually to
the countries which have too much meat, and to those
which have not enough,—whether the skill of man
cannot devise some plan by which meat can be carried
as securely, and at the same time as cheaply, us other
commodilies.
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The glnt of mezt, or rather of mest-giving animals,
in the colonics, has boen so great, that [or many years
past flocks and herds have been boiled down to gro-
duce simply tallow,—Decavse tallow con be easily ex-
ported. Inm 1870 there were, in the one colony of New
South Wales, 48 boiling-down ciablishments, at which
in the previpus year 2go,i30 sheep and 240 bullocks
were converted inbo 67,075 owt of tallow, The car-
cases of all these amimals, for any other purpose than
that of mving tallow, were abiolutely wasted, while we
al home were paying 11f£ oF 125 for a leg of nilton,
of going withoat the mutton becawse we could not
alford to pay for it

In circumstances such as these, the wit of man has,
of course, been set to work too devise plans by which
the meat might be taken to the market. Hence have
arisen various meat-preserving eompanies, some of which
T visited in Queensland, and have spoken of them in my
account of that colony. ‘“I'he difficulty of sending meat
home that shall be ecatable hos been easily overcome,
The shesp and oxen are slanghtered. “The meat i3 cut
roughly from the bones, and is cooked in closed tina.
During the cooking the tins have a vent, which is closed
when the cooking is done, and the medt comes out of
the tins in England in a condition fit for use. DBut it
does not come oul in a condition pleasant to the cye,—
nor, a5 regaed Novour and nutrition, can it e said to
be equal to fresh meat The prices in England have
latterly ranged from j4id. to 64, 2 pound,—and the
pound of meat so bought is without bone. There can,
I think, be no doubt that these preserved meats, even as
they have hitherto reached the English markets, have
een of great value to both countries. They hiave caused
a marked rise in the price of sheep, for which, in regard
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to meat, there was almost no market at all in many parts
of the colonics prevjous to the opening of these esta-
blishments; and they have added, at any rate, somes
thing to the very limited diet of the poorer classes at
home, Al the meat which could be cxported from
Australia, even were it as easy lo export meat as Aour,
wotld not, at present, go far towards feeding the people
of England, DBut the pastures of Australia are unlinited,
and if the trade were fully established, the Australian
flocks and herds would Tre multiplied for the supply of
the markets across the water, Australia is not a corn-
producing country, Her capabilities, at any rate, do not
lie especially in that direction. Dut she is especially o
grazing country. Furopean onimals have not enly been
acchimatized in the colonies with the greatest easc, Dut
have proved themselves to be much more quickly pro-
creative there than in the countries from which they or
their ancestors lately came.  Horses have bred so frecly,
that in many placcs they roam wild through the bush,
and are noscourge to the squattérs, whose prass they ca,
and whose fences they destroy,. Oxen also, whose sires
and dams have escaped from the herds of the grazier,
roam wild and unowned through the distant bush, Sheep
are more valuable than Torses and oxen, because wool
is the staple produce of the country, but shecp have
multiplied so quickly, that therc afe at present in the
eolonies about twenty-four sheep for every man, woman,
and child inhabiting them. In Great Hritnin and Ire-
land there is not much above a sheep apiece for cach
individual. If meat can be brought home in a condi-
tion to meet the requirements of the British purchasers,
the Aunstralinn pastures will go as far towaeds supplying
England with meat as do the prairies of the United
States with corn;—and they will do so with the ad-
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vamage of Dbeing & part of the cmpire which they
supply.

. The one great fault found with the meats hitherto
senil to England is that they are over-cooked. Those
which I saw and ate before [ left England were almost
tasteless on account of this foult, “They come out, too,
from these tins in a puise which creates a prejudice
against them, which I have found te be very strong in
the minds of poor people. I have heard them say that
if they can't have English mest, they will do without
Australian meat.  Servanis are averse to it, thinking
that they are ill-used if asked to eat it. I have found
the managers of meat-presecving companies in the co-
lonies quite aware of this, and have thought that they
were disposed rather to think that these prejudices should
e made to sink before the undoubted superiority of
over-cooked meat to no meat at all, than to express o
hiope that they could remedy the evil by sending the
meat to England at the same time sccure and with the
ordinary juices in it If the covil be inseparable from
the enterprise, of course they are right. The meas
ugly as they are, unappetising, and cither dry or greasy,
aré wholesome, nutritious, and cheap.  But o anything
betier can be done, of course that better will be viry
welcome,

When 1 was at Sydney 1 was asked 1o lunch on
preserved ments by a gentleman who was mapaging a
Queensland  meat-preserving company, of which that
distinguished and well-known old colonist, Sir Charles
Nicholson, is choirman. My attention was . cspeciaily
called to some ronst beel which had Deen preserved by
“Jones' Patent.” What may be the specialitics of Jones'
patent. 1 did not learn, bot as to that special joint, 1
protest that I never eat better cold roast beef in my life.
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It was not over-cooked, and judging [rom its eclour,
appearance, and Qavour, it might have been cooked and
put into the larder on the previoos day, Whether it can
be made to travel to England in the same condition, 1
cannot say,  Our host assured me that it would do so,
=Lzt e told us at the same time that it could not be
sold for less than B4l a pound. Let the meat be as
good as it may, any meat that hinds ns way ready-
cooked to England will encounter a certain amount of
prejudice, and I fear that the price of 84 a pound will
Lz oo high to stond against this dislike

But the enterprise which promises most in rerasd Lo
" the cxporiation of meats from Australia is that at which
Mr, Thowas Mort of Sydney has been at work now for
many years. Mo man is! better known in New Sooth
Wales,— perhaps no one is =0 highly regarded,— for
commercial enterprise, joined 0 science and ingenoity,
as the pentleman I hiave named.  In Sydoey Mr Mort
is as well known 23 are the most familiar objects of the
streets, and all whoo know New South Wales well are
ready 1o declare that no inhabitant of the colony de-
serves better from her than be. Meort. He has set on
foot & scheme for sending mest home in ice,—or, to
speak wore correctly, a scheme for sending meat home
in o chamber the temperature of which shall be always
kept Lelow the freezing point by the use of ice,  As the
quantity 1o be sent home must be very great, in order
that ghe meat may bo sold cheap, and still at o re.
munerative price, the ice for the purpose cannot be car-
ried with the meat, but must be daily fabricated on the
journey by chemical appliances. The difficulty i= not in
regard to the meat, but in regard to the ice, That ice
can be made in any quantity by o process which I will
not attempt to describe, but in which ammonia is the
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principal ingredient, admits of no doubt; but unless it
can be made at a low cxpense, the speoulation will not
Le remunerative.  For years Mr. Mort has been working
at this matter, and has spent very large sums of money
on the attempt.  He thinks that he has now been sue-
cessful, and in June, 1872, spoke of scnding his first
cargo of fresh meat 1o London early in 1873,

Should this be done, the meat will reach England,
not cooked, mor cut into junks—but in the shape of
joints, g5 we at home are accusiomed to buy them in
the Lutchers' shops. I ate at Mr. Mort's house a porlion
of & leg of mutton,—~which had been frozen 1 know not
for how long,—as to which it would have been impos-
sible for any one to know that it had been treated other-
wise than in the ordinary way. Mr. Mort imagines that
miek thes prepared may be sold in England for 64, per
pound. The meat when received will simply want thaw-
ing before it is cooked,—as s oftén mecessary with
liome-grown meat in winter, IT this plan can be camied
out, there iz no reason why all the carcases in Australin,
not required for the food of the people there, should
not make their way to the English market, and that in
a formi which will not render théem wnfit even for the
mgst fastidious,

CIHATTER XIX)
Mlceals.

I was in New South Wales in Qctober, November,
and December, 1851, and again in June and Joly, 1872,
Daring my former wvisit very little was said in Sydney
about gold or other metals. “The tone of the public
mind on the subject of mining was very different from
that prevailing in Melbourne and Victoria generally.
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Indeed there séemed to be a feeling, in which I sym-
pathized, that though gold-felds when found should of
course b worked, the finding and working them could
hardly be regarded 25 an unmixed pgood to a com-
munity. Such operations led to gambling, disturbed the
ways of legitimate commerce, excited men's minds un-
duly, and were dangerous. Victoria was very keen about
gold, Dbelieved in gold, was willing to trust to gold for
her greatness and populatien.  Victoria prided herself
on being a gold colony, Let it be so. New South
Wales was conscious of 2 pride in better things. “That
perhaps may Le taken 25 an expression of the peneral
mind ag I read it. When I retumed ofiér an interval of
six months all this was changed. No one in Sydney
would talk about anything but mining shares. It was
not enly gold, nor, as I think, chiefly gold, that was in
men's mouths. Copper had been found im the west,—
in the district between Bathuest and Omange,—and tin in
the north,—in New England. It seemed that all they
who had been so sober before were now as mad after
mining shares as the gentlemen who congrepate under
the verandah in Melbourne, Everybody had shares in
copper, and almost everybody shares in tin.  Gentlemen
went about with specimens in their pockets, and seemed
to think that any conversation diverging from the onc
important subject, was frivolous and unneeded. “You
find us 2 lile changed; don't youl” one old friend of
the last year said to me. When I acknowledged that I
had recognised an altered tone, he assured me that Syd-
ney had now shaken herself and had ceased to be dull
Copper and tin were at the moment in the ascendant;
but pgold, too, was very “lively.,” 'The glories of Hill
End, and of Hawkin®s Hill in the Tambarocra district
had culminated since I had before been in the colony,
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and Tambarooga itsell had come to be talked about as
perhaps the fubure greatest gold-field of Australia. 1
wis asked whether #1 had wvisited Tambaroora?” 1
replied that I had not, and now could net do se. Then
I was wold that T had then missed the ona place in all
that eastern world which more than any other would
make Auvstraliz wealthy, happy, and pgreat

Though I did not visit Tambaroora or Hill End, 1
did go to other pold-felds in the colony. Gold, as T
have said, was very “guiet"” when I was first in New
South Wales;—but it is not therefore to be inferred that
there were no gold-seckers In the colony, or that the
business was not Leing camied on with individual enter-
prise at this or that happy, or less happy, “rosh®  The
nuiescence described was that of ihe oolony at large,
as evinced by the feeling in the metropolis—as was
also subsequently the reverse of quicscence,  Since the
days of Hargreaves, the reputed discoverer of gold in
New South Wales, there has never beena time when the
starch for gold his been abandoned in Kew South
Wales, or in which large quantities have not been ex-
tracted from the earth. Whether the gold-seekers have
or have not prospered as a body, it is impossible for
any one now to say with accuracy. A stalement sof-
ficiently true of the value which has been got from the
soil can mo doubt be made. Such statements are pul-
lished from year to year with all the comeciness usyal
to statistical records. We know that in 1862 New
South Wales produced gold to the valoe of Lz22102,554,
which amount in 1870 had gradually fallen down to
£763,655. But we do not know, and never can know,
all the monecy cxpended, and the value of the time ¢x-
pended, not enly in extracting the gold when the site of
it was found, but in seeking for the sites in which it
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might perchance be hidden. The search has ever been
going on, and there hos usoally been some new *“rush"™
to’ which miners could hurry themselves with renewed
energy and hopes still green,

To the stranger personally uninterested in the search,
it seems that the known presence of gold beneath the
earth begets a fury in the minds of men compelling
them to search for it, let the risk, the danger, the misery,
the probialle losses, be what they may. That a thing
in iiscli so rich, so capable of immediately producing
all that men most désire, should lie buried in the dirt
lreneath their fect, loose among the worlliess pebhles of
the rivers, mixed at haphazaed with the deep clumsy
lumbering rocks, overcomes the imogination of the un-
conseions thinker, ond takes possession of his heart and
brain. For a while he makes no estimate as 1o the cost
of his labours as contrasted with the value of his chance
of success. It s gold that is there,— gold that is
customarily trepsured, gold that is kept within lams
amd dealt out in tiny morsels: as the recognised rewand
of the sweat of many hours, gold that is thought about,
talked about, dreamed obout, gold that 15 longed for,
worked for, gambled for, and sinned for; and this gold
may be got by the handful, if only the lucky sod of
carth be turned. There is o feeling almost impersonal
in the would-be miner's breast, as he feels it to be o
shame that the dirty carth should held, and held with-
out in any wiy using, the tressure of all treasuvres
that is sweetest to the heart of man,  “Cogere humanos
in usus,” should certasinly be the motto of the pold-
secker, ;

When I was leaving Sydney in Ootober, 1871, with
the intention of travelling westward into the colony, the
rush to Gullpong was the rush of the day, and to Gull-



272 NEW SOUTH WALES,

gong 1 wont in company with the pold commissioncrs
of the district. T have already given some description
of Gympie, in Queepsland, but Gympie when 1 was
there was an old-established place, and the rush thither
was a thing guite of the past. The msh to Gullpong
wag recenl.  The préal altraction proposed to ooe visit-
ing a rush seemed (o .consist in the sight of a con-
gregating together of a great many men, without any of
the ordinary comforts of life, and with but few of thosc
appliances which are generally regarded as nocessaries.
I was told there were 12000 people at Gullgong, all of
whom had collected themselves thither within a few
maonths,  The place had begun to be a place about a
month since,—but the real rush had only lately com-
menced., I confess that T fell an interest in sccing a
tlown without streets, and people collected together with
houses made of canvas and rough boards,—an interest
akin to that which induccs others lo see & criminal
hung. Qur journcy thither was onc of three days from
Bathurst, and was performed in the commissioner’s
buggy. As we went we saw parties of men, generally
ten or twelve in number, either leisuraly tramping along
the road with their swags on their back, or taking their
mid-day siesta under the gum-trees. The man who
travels on foot in Ausiralia, whether he be miner,
shepherd, shearer, or simply beggar, always carries his
“swag" with him,—which consists of his personal pro-
perties. Tolled up in 2 blankel.  The blanket is an o6-
scntial necessity, becavse the man sleeps out in the
bush beside = fire, And he carries also & pasnikin and
o *billy," The latter is an open pot in which he boils
his water and makes his tep, —for the beshman will
always have a bag of tea within his swap.  The billy is
as essential as the blankets. A bushman of any refine-
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ment has the pannikin for drinking; but the rough old
chium will dispense with it as a useless luxury, and will
drink his ten out of his billy.

And these men were making a rush! They scemed
lo me io rosh very leisurcly, I hardly know what I had
expected,—whether to see cach miner palloping on his
steed, or running continually towards his gold-ficld at the
rate of eipht miles an hour. “Though the inflox of the
men to such a place os Gullgong is o “rush,” and when
viery numerons may be described as s stampede, the
men themselves are orderly and slow. They have pro-
Dably done it before, and know, if not the tale of the
lare and the tortoise, ot any rate the moral of the tale
But the men I saw were journeying some one way and
some the other, Backs were tumed upon Gullgong as @
well as fees towaeds it Then 1 learned that such was
the case with almost all rushes, Men would try their
luck for a month, or perhaps for o fortnight, and if they
filed, or did not meet snccess to satisfy them, would
ek up their swags and would betake themselves else-
where, In this way the population at a rush is very
precarious, Alling s quickly as it rises, roceiving or
losing a theusand in a foew days, as the place gives or
refises to give its treasures  And, as o matter of
course, the trade by which the place is supplied with
meat and bread, with tea, sugar and sweetneals,—the
articles of food on which miners claedly live,~inust be
ciually precarious,

On our route we passed the little town of Sofala,
which was in point of time the second established gold-
ficld in New South Wales, Ophir having been the first.
Sofala is mow o poor liltle town, containing 644 in-
halitants, of whom a considerable portion are Chinese.

It is Lmilt an a river, the channel of which rontained
Auradrilin and e Sealnad, A, 13
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the gold which created the towm. The hills rise ab-
ﬂspiE].' on each side of the stream, and give (o the place
a ruaint pictoresgue appearance,—as though it were als
topether ot of the world, Fere we found abowt a
dozen Chinamen "fossicking™ after gold amidst the dint
of the river, which had already been washed by the
first gold-seekers, These men “washed up® while we
were looking on, and we saw them reduce the dirl col-
leeted during the day lo a few dim specks of the pre-
cious metal. They then old us hat they estimated
their earnings for that day at 15 cach, They seemed to
think that this was bad, bet were not at all demonstra-
tive in their disappeintiment,

Two days’ travelling from Sofala took us to Gull-
pong; we stayed a might on the way at Mudgee, a clean
hitle town, eelebrated for the special breed of sheep
produced in its neighbourhood., At Mudgec I was
taken to visit the Mechanics' Institute, at which place I
found a great number of well-thumbed novels. There
were other books certainly; but the Mudges shepherds
certninly prefer novels,  All these small towns have
public libraries by one name or another. Mudgee boasis
no mare than 1,780 inhabitantsy but seemed to be very
much belter of in the way of churches, hotels, institutes,
and schiools than towns of more than deuble the size in
England.

Gullgong was certainly a rough place when T visited
it, but mot quite 5o rough as I had expected, There was
an hotel there, at which I got o bedroom to myscli, though
but 2 small one, ond made only of slabs,  But a gor-
geously grand edifice was being built over our heads at
the time, the old inn being still kept on while the new
inn was being Luoilt on the same site.  The inhabited
part of the town consisted of two streets at nght angles
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to each other, in each of which every habitation and shop
had probably required but o few days for its creclion,
The fronts of the shops were covered with largre nd-
vertisements,—the names and praises of the traders,—as
i costomary now with all pew.fangled maris; but the
place lookerd more like a fair than a town,—perhaps like
one of those fairs which used to be temporary towns and
1o b continued for weeks,—such as some of us have
seen ab Amsterdam and at Leipste. Dot with this differ-
ence,—that in the cities named the old houses ore seen
at the back of the new booths, whercas at a gold rush
there is nothing behind,  Everything noedful, however,
seemed io be ot hand. There were bakers, butchers,
grocers, and dealers in soft goods.  There were public-
houscs and banks in abundance, There was an auc-
tHoneer's establishment, at’ which I atlended the sale of
horses and earts.  There was a photogeapher, and there
was o theatre, at which I saw the “Colleen Bawn® acted
with a preat deal of spirit, and a considerable amount of
histrionic talent.  After the theatre o munifcent banker
of the town gave us on oysier supper, at a4 supper-room,
It may be mferred, herelore, that the comforis of kife
have 6ot been aliogether peglected at Gollpong.  In the
middle of the day there had been a public dinner or
Tunch, at which there wns muoch speaking. I cannob say
that the Gullgong oratory was as good as the Gullgong
aeting, ot the Gullpong oysiers.

I think that the town of Gullgong, including its general
inhabitants and made of life, wag more interesting 1o me
even than the mines, I was charmed to hear that o few
mighty before there had been & most successful public
bl But I was distressed to find that there had been
gome heart-burning. Where was the line to be drawn in

refercnce to the ladies? The postmistress w'nulg not atiend
I L]
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the ball unless barmaids were cxcluded,  The barmaids,
—1I think very properly,—were admitted, and the post-
mistress, who enjoyed the reputation of being the beawty
of Gullzpong, remained at home.

Of course, having come to Gullgong, I had 1o see the
mines, and 1 went down the shaflt of one, 150 feet decp,
with my foot in the noose of a rope. Having offered to
descend, T did not like to go back from my word when
the moment came; but as the fight of the day faded from
my descending eyes, and as 1 remembered that [ was
being lowerad by the operations of a horse who might
take it into his brutish head 1o lower me ot any rate he
pleased,—or mot to lower me at all, but to keep me sus-
pended in that dark abyss,—1 own that my keart gave
way, and that 1 wished I had been less courageous. Tt
I went down, and T came up again;—and 1 found six or
seven mon working at the boltom of the hole. T after-
wards saw the alluvial dirt brought up from some other
hole, puddled and washed ond the gold extracted. When
extracted it was carmed away in a tin pannikin—which
I thoupght detracted much from the splendour of the
result

Of the men arodnd me some were miners working
for wapes, and some were sharehelders, cach probably
with a large stake in the concerne 1 could not in the
least tell which was which: They were all dressed alike,
and there was nothing of the master and the man in the
tone of their conversotion.  Among those present at the
washing up, there were twa Italians, an American,a Ger-
mian, and & Scotchman, who 1 learmed were partners in
ihe property. The important task of conducting the last
wash, of throwing away for ever the stones and dirt
from which the gold had sunk, wis on this occasion con-
fided to the hands of the Amerfcan. The gold was car-
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ricd away in o pannikin by the German. Why should
he not have put in his fingers and appropriated an ounce
of the fragments to his own use? I know it i3 roean to
suspect; but among us in England checks are necessary.
No doobt the German to whom the pannikin was con-
fided wos respected far and wide for his honesty, O the
volirtesy of all these men it is impossible 1o speak too
highly, or of the civility of the miners gencrally; and in
gaying this 1 do not allude (o the demeanour of the men
1o mysell or 1o other chance visitors, hut to theie ordinary
mode of condocting themselves.  The Avstralian miner
when he is in work never drinks—and scems 1o feed &
pride in his courtesy. It must be understood that his is
not o subivissive deporiment, prone to the touching of
hats and a silent revercnce of ‘his betters,—but o manly
bearing, which enalles Iim to express himsell frecly, but
which never verges on distasteful familiarity,

I found that miners working for wapes at Gullgong
were carning from L2 1o to £3 2 week;—but 1 found
also that many were there who copld not pet such work
to do. Wo doubt a plut of laboor would soon iend io
lower the wages—Ubut the population did not seem to be
fixed enough to have produced that result.  Men came,
and iried their fortune on litle speculations of their own,
and failed.  Then, if they could not at once get wages
to their mind, they took up their swaps and departed to
some other rush. I found also that many men were em-
ployed on the most singular ond casiest task that T ever
met in my travels. When a mining speculator had taken
out his claim to a piece of land, the law required him
to aoccupy it. If he did pot at once work it, he muost
hold it by his own bodily presence or by that of some
deputy for at least two hours a day. I think T was told
that this minimum of occupation for {wo hours must be
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Lefore nogn, cither from nine to eleven or from ten to
twelve.  This doty was called “shepherding *—and the
wages of & man 1o shepherd o claim were 255 o week,
Bot these mining shepherds are not miners. T askoed o
mincr whether it would not suit him to earn 255 o week
iy shepherding, and then to take a day’s work, or a part
of a day's work, at his vwn coterprise.  But he gave me
to understand that shepherding & claim was dishonowr-
able for o miner.

It seemed to me, when Iowas at Guoligong, that the
rush was not regarded 88 a success, The population was
decreasing; and though much oold had been extracted,
much useless labour had been expended on 9 duffers”
A shaft sunk withont any prodoce from it @5 a duifer,
Locking around, an inexperienced stranger would think
that gold about Gullgong was uliquitous. There were
holes everywhere, and the ugly masses of upturned clay
which always mark the gold-sceker's presence. Dut of
these excavations the majorily were dullers. It s the
duffering parnt of the business which makes it all so sad,
So much work s done from which there is positively no
réturn ! ;

1 came away from Gullpong with a fecling that I had
hardly seen the rush in its most characteristic phase
The rush bad been roshed before T reached it The
place had become to o degree settled,—and people were
going out at any rate as fast as they were coming in.
But thers was another rush to a place about 150 miles
from Gullgong,—a place called Currajong, which was
degeribed to me a5 being quite new, and I went there
alsa, Tt was new, and a more wretched spot | never saw
in my life, T was told by one inhalitant that there were
over 2,000 péople;—Dby another that there were not above
500, Of the number I could not at all judge mysell,
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either by the concourse of people or of habitations.
There were a few public-houses roughly constructed of
timber, and a shop or two for the sale of peneral arlicles,
The miners and their followers were living in tents scats
tered here and there among the holes they were dipging.
When pgold was ®struck' at any of these holes—when
enough hod Leen found te be regarded as a probable
forerunter of commercial sucoess,—a red flag was hoisled,
Here and there 1 saw the red flag,—but the holes and
adjacent licaps at which there were no red flags were s
logion o the digtinguished few.

At Guillgong 1 had fownd satished minces,—men who
giid that they were doing well; at Currajong everybody
seemed Lo be disappointed, unhappy, and hopeless. The
rosh, it was found, was going o torn outb 4 “duffer™ al-
together.  The street of the plice, i it cap be said to
have had a steeet, consisted of @ bush road, wider and
more trodden than wswal, with the trees standing close
arpund, though the undergrowth and shrubs had been
burned or othecwise used and’ the ftrees themseives
mutilated, Evceywhere through the bush there were little
tents, and holes and heaps, 1 visited one spot at which
three men were working, one below filling o bocket, and
twa above drawing the bocket upe This they had been
doing for a fortnight,and had found nothing. They did
it for three weeks longer, and still Gnding no gold, had
then pone away, One of them was the son of an Eng-
lish pentleman, who had thought that Australinn gold-
mining might probably be a moad o casy wealth, e
geot his experience at Currajong, but he goi nothing else,
I can fancy no more heart-breaking occupation than the
work of trundling dirt up out of & hole eight hours a
day without results.  There were drunken people about
Currajong,—which I had not scen elsewhere,—and 2
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rowdy aspect which made me think ill of the prospects
of the place, T wag told subsequently that for a while it
was not o success, and that many left it in dispest; bul
that afterwards gold-bearing quartz was found in larpe
quantitics, and that they who stuck 1o the place through
its carly misfortunes did well there.  Currajong, when 1
saw it, scemed to be the most hopelessly disippointing
place 1 had visited in the colonies.

New Sputh Wales contains coal as well as gold, and
has coal-mines which are worked sucoessfully. In thiy
respect she is blessed above any other of these colonics,
Coal is hedrd of and talked about in, 1 think, every pro-
vince of Australia,—and specimens are shown in proof
of its existence; but eoal is worked soccessfully in New
South Wales, and a8 yet in New South Wales only. Mew-
castle, ns the head-quarters of Australian coal is properly
called, has become the second city of the colony. Coal
is. the mineral product of New South Wales next in value
to pold, but is so at a véry great distance,  The value of
the gold raised in 1862 and 870 was for the forner
year L£2,212.834, and for the latter £703.055.  That of
the coal produced in the samp years was, in 1862,
L370,522, and for 1870, L310,385. As regards both
there had been a falling off in value—that of the gold
being by about two-thjrds, That in the coul is small, and
does not at all indicate the amount produced, but only
the price of the article.  In B0z (hirty-three coal-mines
in New South Wales produced 342,067 tons of coals,—
and in 1870 thirty-two mines produced 868,504 tons, It
secems that the increase in produce has gone on almost
steadily, whereas the price has Auctuated considerably.
In 180z the coals at the pit's mouth were worth very
nearly 134 a ton, whereas in 1870 they were not worth
8r. At the end of 1871, when I visited Newcastle, they
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wore etill somewhat lower. The shareholders of coal-
mines doublless regard (his falling-off in price as a great
ealamity, but the consumers of coal in Sydney and el
hourne and the owners of steam-ships plying to and from
the colenies probably regard the matter in a different
light.

= In England we are sccustemed to think that the
possession of coal is the greatest blessing which Provi-
dence has bestowed upen ws, and to believe that we
owe to it our wealth, our population, and our greatness.
I doulit whether there is 3 man of busincss in Greag
Britain who would wish to exchonge our conl-mines for
gold-fields. When the idea is presented to our minds
we al once feel that the really prodective powers of coal
must be much maore fortile in producing actoal wealth
than any amomnt of a metal, the value of which i in
truth little more than nominal, Mo increase in the pro-
duction of coal would at all diminish the real value of
the article; Lot were the produclion of gold to be in-
creased suddenly, vislemly, and to o great extent, the
value of the metal would fall away in a quickly ine
creasing ratio in accordance with the ineréase of pro-
duction, Its value depends on its comparative rarity;—
and, therefore, when we are told of some probalile fu-
tore development of Ausiralinn gold-fclds at & hitherlo
unpeecedentad rate; when we are assured that Australinn
pold is ag yet in its infancy,—as I have been assured
very often;—we feel that even should it be so, the cx-
pected wealth will not follow the new discoveries, Should
it come very quickly, the dislocalion of prices, which is
now Leing effected slowly by the gradual increase in the
amount, and therefore gradual decline in the value of
gold, would become rapid,—and therefore ruinous to
many. In such & case the wealth of the world would
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be increased only as far as gold is required,—not as
wealth,—but as a symbol of wealth, Whereas every ad-
ditional ton of coal that we get will contain oz much
prower ag every lon of coal that was got before it. There-
fore, although the coal of Newcasile and Wollongong, in
the present price paid for it, flls very far behind the
pold of Mew South Wales, T repard coal as being the
more imporiant prodoce of the two, Had there Leen
no coal feund in New South Wales almost cvery source
of wealth in Australia would have been stunted. Steamers
could not have plied, nor ralways have been worked,
unless ot prices whiclh would have made then inacees-
sible 1o the community. All machinery for mincs and
other works must have Léen procured from Europe. The
copper must have been sent home unsmelted, snd there-
fore ot ireble the freight now poaid for in It is useless
to expatiate on this,—as who 5 there that docs not
Enow that a couniry without coal is poor and miseralile,
and that a country with oozl ought to be rich and
bilessedt

The most extensive coal region of Auvstralia is that
in the valley of the Hunter River, which emptics itself
into the sea ot Newenstle, about 75 miles north of Syd-
ney.  The collieries are found for many iniles ap the
nver,—indeed along its whole length up to the Lase of
the mountain ranges—and are worked within three or
four miles of Newoastle,  They rejoice in the old wcll-
known North of England colliers' names,—such as Walls-
end, Lampton, Hexbam, Alowick, and the like. 1 should
probably be thought guilly of cxagreration il T were to
say that they are inexhaustible, Afier the disputes which
have latterly taken place at home as to the growil, pro-
doction, and consumption of coal, a plain' man hardiy
dares 1o have an opinion on the matter,  DBut there is a
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world of coal arsund Newcastle—wlich looks ns though
it would suflice for the wants of the South-eastecn people
to the end of time.

About 4o miles south of Sydaey there is another
coal-field, in the Illawarra district, for which Wollongong
is the seaport. I did not visit Wollongong, but I leamed
that there were five different mines worked there, [rom
which alioul goooo tons of coal were extracted in 1850,
Ta the west of Syvdney, there have also laely been
opened coal-mines at. Hartley,—which are a5 yet youing,
Lt which in 1870 predoced 2,000 tons of coal. The
Hartley conl is, I beligve, used only for the production
of gas; but shale is found there, and also at American
Creck, near Wollongong, from which kerosene is made,
It is boasted on behalf of the shale oil of New South
Wales that it 15 Létter than the American,—the advan-
Lige in favour of the Austzalian oil being that it will not
fanile at o temperatore ten degrees higher than that at
which the purest American oil breaks intoc fire. 1 give
this “statement merely as 1 got it from the poges of (he
Weport of the Internationad Eshibition at Sydney, to
which I have before referred,—and not as the result of
any experiments made by mysell into the gualitics of
kerogene.

I have snuid above that when § returned to Sydney 1
found all my formerly quiet-going friends in that city
very much disturbed, and many of them considerably
clated in regard 10 copper and tin. I can say nothing,
feom my own observation, on the resowrces of the colony
as far a8 these melals were concerned,  Copper-mines
had previously been worked in the Orange distmet, ond
also near Lake George in the Goulbourn district, but
not to such an extent s to have Lecome o source of
great public interest. Iron also has been found and
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worked a2t Nattai in the south, but never as yet with any
profit o the proprietors, “That there is iron in New
South Wales is 4 matler beyond doubt.  Silver alio has
been found at Bronleo and Murrorondi, and cinnabar ot
Rylstone. There were also diamond-mines on the Cudge-
gong River, near 1o Kylstone, which some time sinee
were worked by in Australion Diamond Mining Come
pany;—but the expenses exceeded the retums, and the
work has besn abandoned,

It was believed of Awnstralia, when CGreat Beilzin first
planted her colonies there, that she would prove 1o be o
country almost blank and barren in regand to minerals.
It secms, however, now that few countries on the earth
are richer i ores than she = If fron can ke found on
her hills, and werked, she will probably become as
pepulous and as rich as the United States.

In the meantime the lately awakencd bul now eners
petic specuolators of Mew South Wales arc all making
fortunes out of tin and copper,

CHAPTER XX
Counery Life in the Emsh,

Wnex in New South Wales T spent o month at a
small squaiter’s station in the distant bush, and as the
difference between bosh life in Australin ond  country
life in England is more marked than I think any other
difference between the two countries, I propose 1o de-
scribe the thing as I found it. 1 had already stayed at
various shecpestitions in Queensland, but only for a fow
days at each; and {hese had been generally large places,
where perheps from one to two hundred thousand sheen
were sharm,—and into which consequently the comfors
and luxuries of civilised life had been imported.  These
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were hardly typical bush residences. At that to which I
now went, a young squatier beginming life owned not
much more thon ten thousand sheep, and was living
quite *in the rough! The number of sheep at these
statfons will penerally indicate with foir accoracy the
made of life at the head station. A hundred thousand
sheep and upwards require a professed man-cook and 2
butler to look aficr them; fory thousand sheep cannot
D shorn without a piane; twenty thousand is the lowest
number that renders napkins at dioner imperative. Ten
thousand require absolate plenly, meat in ph:'nl_'r, tea in
plenty, brandy and water and colonial wine in plenty,
but do not expect champagne, sherry, or mode dishes,
and arc supposed to e contont with continued |1.1.LLitun
or continued beef,—as the squatter may at the time he
in the way of killing sheep or oxen. During this month
wi killed mutton.  After six months I returned to the
same station, and beel was the provision of the day,
Waool had gone wp, and sheep had become valoable,
and the aquitter conld not be persnaded to kill o sheep
fur love or money. He bought eattle as he wanted them,
and found that his beel cost him rid. a pound.

The station 1 wisited, and which T will call M——,
was about 250 miles west of Spdney, and was decidedly
in the bush. I have already endeavoured to explain that
nearly every place beyond the influences of the big
twns is called “bush,"—even though there shonld not
hu.: o tree to be seen around;—but in reaching this pace

I journcyed for throg days after leaving the railway
through continuous woodiand, doing about forly miles a
day in a buggy, The lhouse sh:lal:] on a small cregk,—
hardly to be called a rivalét, because the water does not
continually run, and in ﬁr}' weather lies only in 2 suc-
cession of water-holes,—and was surrounded by inter-
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minable forest. Close around it was the home-paddock,
railed in, and containing aboul 50 acres.  Buch an en
closure about a gentleman’s house in England is an ap-
pendage of great value, and constitutes with some who
are ambitious almost a lide park. In the bush it is
litke more thoupht of than as so0 much waste ground
round the house. Two or three cows may run in it, or
a horse or two for immediate use. It is generally found
convenicat to have a horse near the house for the sake
of "runming in" other horses.  One horse i the siable
to catch two horses in the home-paddock -wherewith
four lorses when wanled may be run in from the horse-
paddock, make together a combination which in the bush
15 considered to be ceonoimical and convemient, Al
M-—— the home-paddock was partially cleared of tim-
ber, and was pretty enough,  Outside it, meeting the
creck both before and behind, was the horsc-paddack,
containing about 250 acres. This was supposed to be
the domain appropriated to the horses of the establish-
ment needed for the working of i AF that time there
were about twenty, and I believe that there was not onc
too many. My young friend also had lhis rams here
during a portion of the year, but hardly expected more
fromy 5o small an enclosure than food fur the animals
required for use. A public road, such as Gush roads
are, ran through the horse-paddock,—very inconvenient
in that it coused the gates to be left open, and browglt
travellers that way whose presence was hardly desiralie,
Lt not without compensation, ns a postman with the
mails passed each way twice a week, The postman was
a great blessing. I he wanted food for himsell or his
horse, he got it; and in return he complicd with all re-
rquests made to him, conveying letlers, telegrams, and
meszages with wondrous accueacy. A mailman coming
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biy,—they arc mailmen and not posimen in the Dush,—
is a great addition lo the comfurts of bush life, At the
back of the horse-paddock was the wool-shed paddock,
containing about 1,200 geres, wit the wool-shed at one
corner of i, distant about & mile from the house.  For
miany reasons the wool-shed should not e close. The
sipeatter does not want 1o have his shearers always in
his kitchen, nor io hear their voices close 1o his veran-
daly, But as it is well for lus superintendent to be there
constantly during the shearing, and for himsell to be
fhere ofien, any preat dislance i3 inconvenient.  As my
young fricnd sorted his own wool himself, he was gener-
ally in the wool-shed before the shearers, and did not
leave it till leng after they hod “knocked o™ work.
The wool-shed was o wooden edifice, made of rough
timber, roofed with bark, divided into pens, with room
for cleven men to shear, and with outside pens for the
shorn sheep as they leave the men's hands,—a pen for
cach shearer. It was consitucied to hold abont oo
sheep,—and that number would be put inmo it over-night,
4o that, even should rain come, there might be so mony
ready for the shearces in the moming,—for sheep cannot
be shorm when wete “The form of the shed was that of
the letter L, the base, however, being considerably lirger
than the upstroke, Along the base the shearers worked.
At the comer were the sorting-table, and divided cribs
for the different Mecees In the wpper part of the letter
the wool was packed, and pressed, and stored, till the
drays should come to take it away. My friend acknow-
ledged that he did not think much of his own house,
thongh he had built it himselfi—but he was proud of
his wool-shed, which was also the creation of his awn
ingenuity, About a quarler of a mile from the wool-
shed was the shearers' hut, i which the mon slept; and
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ate, and smoked their pipes.  They had their own cook,
who on this cocasion was a Chinaman,—and, as i al-
ways the case with shearers, they gave their cook cnough
to de. He was generally 10 be seen oulside the door
of the hut chopping up onions, The cook had 255 a
week and his rations,—the shearers were carning on an
average about 7r. 64, 1 day, which was considered bad
work. ‘There was rain, and the weather was ngainst the
men. The shearers bought their own food from the
head station, paying at the rate of 7r. Od. a week each
for it

There were three other paddocks on the run,—one
containing 12,000 acres, and the others 7,000 acres each,
The greater part of the femncing necessary for these
domains hod been put up by my friend since his occu-
pation at an average cost of £'25 o mile, There were
over forty miles of feneing on the run, made cither with
lops laid at lenpth on short round biocks,—called in the
bush chock and log,—or of bushes laid lengthways and
staked down with forked timber. This fencing suffices
for sheep, but would be of no use at all on a run in-
tended for caitle. When o run 15 not fenced, each flock
of sheep requires o shepherd, and (he sheep are brought
np at night to an enclosure close to the shepherd's hot.
When a run is “paddocked,” shepherds are not required;
—but boundary-riders are emploved, each of whom is
supplied with two horses, and these mcn :dre responsible
nat only for the sheep but for the fences.  They should
see every portion of their fences at any rate three times
a week, and repair the breaches: A bush fonce is casily
broken down, but is as easily put up agoin,

The natural grasses of the bush in the locality of
which I am speaking would carry in ordinary weather a
sheep fo three acres,  When the weather was damps and
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warm it would do much more; when there was either
frost or drought, it would not do so much. At M——
there was back grouwnd outside the paddocks as extensive
gs the fenced arca, and it was computed that the mun
mipght corry safely about 16,000 sheep.

The house was built at right angles to the creck, to
the edge of which the little garden ram. It was of course
only of one story. A stquatter rarely builds a two-storied
house till he be a very large squatter indeed, and then
his habitation loses most of the characteristics of the
bush, Tt was of one story ond contained but three
rooms,—a sitting-room in the middle and a bedroom on
each side;—but along the front there ran a verandah
twelve feel wide, in which cverybody lived,—using the
sitting-room simply for meals. Life in the bush would
e nothing without a verandoh. The men of course
spend their days mostly out of deors,—but in the even-
ings the verandahs are delightful. Here are congregated
lounging choirs, generally very rough, but always com-
fortable,—with talles, sofns, and feminine nicknacks, if
there be ladies, till the place has the appearanes of o
room open to the heovens. A ¥eérandah te be perfect
should be curtained against the sun, and should be
gheltered also from the heat by crecpers,  Behind the
house, nhout thirly yards distant from it, was the kitchen,
with a servints’ room attached to it,—and behind that
agnin another edifice called the cottage, consisting of
two rooms, in which slept the young men who werc
about the place;—for it muost be remembered that there
always arc young men about a squatter's station. Then
there were other buildings—ferming a quadrangle, which
however was never as neat as such homestead guadrangle
should be. There was a rough stable, and a rougher

coach-house,—and that indispensable accessory the store-
Awstralia amd N Zeakand, I, 19
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ropm. The place was altogether rough, and certainly
not well kept; but it was comfortable and picturesque,
and easily susceptible of improvement when increasing
flocks and high prices for wool would justify the expen-
diture,

Almost all these pasteral homesteads are thus made
up of varions cottages,—till sometimes the plice assumes
the appearance of a village, When the station is large
there will often be o church and o school, and 2 separate
house for strangers, and a shop for the stores, and an
office, At M—— no such prandeur had as yet dis-
played itself. But there was s garden,—in which the
opossoms  would eat the vegetahles,—and an orchard
hnd been commenced,

There was one house at 4 distance of only three
miles which was a great drawback to my friend’s happi-
ness—for it was inhabited by a frée-selécter and a
publican. I rather liked the publican, as he got up o
kangaroo humt for me,—but the vicinity of grop wis
looked upon as a serious evil by the squatter.  And yet
‘the men never drank when they were at work,—would
work for wecks without anything stronger than tea. But
if, on an oceasion, any one of the station hands did take
to drink, hie would stay and drink till he was turned oot
of the house on the plea that he had consumed all his
money. This public-house was 2 blistering thorn in the
gide of my friend. A gold-field town, whence the letiers
came, ‘was twelve miles distant, but this was visited as
rarely as possible, and was regarded as almost obtrugive
in having caused itsell to be built in a pastoral district.
The neprcst neighbours for any social purpose was an-
other squatter, twenty-five miles off,

OF social gatherings, such as we know them, there
are nonc in the bush, Sguatters do not go oul to dine,
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or ask each other to dinner. Az a rule, I think, they
rarely invite each other for country visiting. But they
make the freest wse of ecach other's houses,—so that
socicty of o certain kind is created. They do not maoke
visits exclosively of pleasure —but when business calls
them from home they make no scruple of riding up to
each other's doors, and demanding hospitality. A bush
house 15 never considered io be full  If there be not
rooms apicce for the guesls, the men are pat together
and the women topether. I there be not bedsieads
beds are made up on the floors.  If room be shll lack.
ing, the young men wrap themsélves in blankets and
stretch themselves in the werandah. 1 @5 a point of
honour that the house shall never be full,—unless some
one very odious comes the way. But even for those
who are odious shelter and food sre provided in some
outside hut or barmck.

I was at M—— during washing and shearing. [
speak of course of the washing of sheep. It was the
busiest time of the year, and- the squatter himself was
always ol soon alter five, and rarely back at the house
in time for dinner at eight. He had two assistants, one
of whom was his permanent first licutenant on the run,
and the other was bomowed for the occasion. The
three, who were all young, certainly worked much harder
than any other men about the place, and seemed to
have more on hand than g Dritish prime minister in
Tune. I rode about at my ease,—from the washpool to
the wool-shed, and from the wool-shed to the kangaroos,
—piving mow and then a fantastic opinion as to the
doing of the work, criticising the roughness of the mode
in which the poor brutes were hauled into the water, or
the cruelty with which they were wounded by the
shearers, Bt my friends were terribly in carnest. Now

1t
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and again a man would misbehave, and squatters’ law
had to be exercised with prompt decision. If 2 man
would not work, or worked amiss, he was sent away with
very curt .warning,—for the deed of agreement which is
glways drawn wp, gives the squaiter the power of judg-
ing as to the man's deficiency, and of punishing him for
being deficient. The sheep were always being washed,
and always: being shom,—but if the min should come
between the two operations all would be spoilt.  Rain
did come—but not thoraugh rain, and all was not spoilt.
And then the #yarding® of sheep by hundreds at a time,
—petting them through one set of pens before washing,
and through another set before shearing,—having them
ready for the morning’s work, and finished off before the
dark might came,—weighing out tez and sugar and (lour
for the men, killing and preparing meat for them, sorting
and packing the wool, pressing and labelling the bales,
—all seemed to demand more than Hereolean energy.
At larpe stations all this is done easily, beciuse the
greater number admit of divided labour, Tt seemed to
me that the care of ten thousand sheep was the most
difficult task that a man could have imposed vpen him,

Those rides through the forest either when 1 owas
alone, or when I couold get my host to go with me,—
which was rarely, unless on & Sunday afternoon,—were
very pleasant.  The melancholy note of the magpie was
almost the only sound that was heard. Oecasionally
kangaroos would be seen—two or three staring about
them after a hall-tame fashion, as though they had not
as yet made up their mind whether it would be neces-
gary for them to run. When approached they would
move,—alwaye in a line, and with apparent leisure till
pursued. Then they would bound away, one here and
one there, at a pace which made it impossible for a single
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horseman to get near them in a thickly timbered country.
It was all wood. There arose at last a feeling that go
where one might theough the forest, one was neéver going
anywhere. It was all picturesgoe,—for there was rocky
ground here and there, and hills in the distance, and
the trecs were nol oo close for the making of pretiy
vistas through them;—but it was all the same, COne
might ride on, to the rght or to the left, or might turn
back, and there' wis ever the same view. And there
were no objects 1o reach, unfess it was the paddock
fence, And when the paddock fence was jumped, then
il was the same thing again. Looking around, one could
tell by no outward sign whether one was inside or out-
side the boundary,~=whether one was two miles or ten
miles from the station.

Perhaps the most astonishing phenomenon on these
runs is the apparent paucity of shéep,  As a fact, there
gre thoosands all around;—Dut unless looked for they
are never seen; ond even when looked for by inex-
peri¢enced eyes are often missed, If the reader will bear
in mind that an enclosure of 12,000 acres contains more
than eighteen square miles, he will understand how un-
like 1o an].llhin.g in England must e eveén the enclosed
country in Australia. One seems to ride for ever and to
come to nothing, and to relinguish at last the very idea
of an object Newrthtless, it was very pleasant. OF all
places that I was ever in this place seemed to be the
fittest for contemplation, There was no record of the
hours bot by the light When it was night work would
be over. The men would cease as the sun was sefting,
—but the masters would continue till the darkness had
come upon them,

There were four or five meals in the day. There
was an early breakfast in the cottage for the young men,
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—ithere was another breakfast at nine for those who were
idle,—for the ladies who were there and for myself.
There was lunch at about two, lo which ene or two from
the woaol-shed might or might not tush in as things
were going with them,—and theére was dinner ot about
eight o'clock. My wife had browght a cook with her
from England whe was invaluable,—or would have been
had she not found a hushand for hersell when she had
been about 2 month in the bush, But in spite of her
love, and her engapement to a man who was consider-
ably above her in position, she was true o us while she
remained at M——, and did her best to make us all
comfortable, She was & good-looking, strong woman, of
excellent temper, who could do anything she put her
hand to, from hairdressing and cenfectionery up to
making butter and brewing beer. I saw her six months
afterwards,—'“quite the lady,” bat ready for any kind of
work that might come in her way. When I think of her,
I feel that no woman of that kind ought, as regards her-
self, to stay in England if she can take lessell or get
herself taken to the colonies. T menlion our cook becase
her assistance cetlainly tended wery preatly to our in-
creased comfort. The vionds provided were matton,
bread, vepetables, and tez.  Potstoes were purchased as
an ordinary part of the station stores, and the opossums
had left vs lettuce, \omatoes, and a few cabbages. Dinner
was always dignified with soup snd salad ,—which must
not, however, be regarded as being within the ordinary
bugh dietary. In other respects the meals were all alike.
There was mutton in every shape, and there was always
tea. Tep at o sguatter's table,—at the table of o sguatter
who has mot yet advanced himsell to a man-cook or
butler and a two-storied howse,—is absolutely indispen-
sable. At this squatter's table there was colonial wine
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and there was brandy,—produced chiefly to supply my
wants; but there was alwoys tea, The young men when
they came in, hot and fogged with their day's work,
would take a glass of brandy and witer standing, as a
working man with ns takes his glass of beer at a bar
But when they sat down with their dinners before them,
the tea-cup did for them what the wine-glass does for
us, The practice is so invariable that any shepherd
whose hut you may visit will show his courtesy by ask-
ing you to take a pannikin of tex. In supplying stores
to men, ten and sugar, lour and meat, are the four things
which are included as matters of couese. ‘The tea is
always Lought by the chest, and wazs sold by the mer-
chant at the rate of s 0o o pound. There was bual
one class of tea at the station, which I found to be
preferalle to very moch that T am called upon to drink
in England.

The recreations of the evening consisled chiefly of
tobacco in the verandoh, § did endeavour to institute
a whist thle, but 1 found thal my friends, who were
wonderfully good in regard to the age and points of a
sheep, and who could tell to the fraction of a penny
what the wool of each was worth by the pound, never
could be pot to remember the highest card of the st
1 should mot have minded that had they not so mani-
festly despised me for regarding such knowledge as im-
portant. They were right, no doubt, as the points of o
sheep arc of more importance than the pips of a card,
and the human mind will hardly admit of the two to-
pether, Whist isa jealous mistress;—and 50 15 a sheep-
station.

I have been at wery many bush louses,—at over
thirty different stations in the different colonies,—but at
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not one, as 1 think, in which I have not found a fair
provision of books. Ii is universally recognised among
squatters that a man who settles down in the bush with-
out books is preparing for himsell a miserable future
life, That the books ore always used when they are
there I will not say. That they are used less frequently
than they should be used I do not doubt.  When men
come in from physical work, hungry, tired —with the
feeling that they have camed an hour or two of ease by
many hours of labour,—they are. apt to claim the right
ig allow their minds to rest as well as their imbs, Who
does not know how very much this is the case at home,
even among young men and women in our lowns, who
cannot plead the same excuse of real bodily fatiguct
That it should be so is a pity of pitics,—not on the
score chicfly of information lost or of ignorance pers
petuated; but because the power of doing that which
should be the one recreation and preat solace of our
declining years perishes from desuetude, and cannot be
renewed when age has come upon us.  But I think that
thiz folly is hardly more general in the Australian bush
than in English cities. There are hooks to be read, —and
the young squatter; when the eveéning comes upon hin,
has no other recreation lo entice him. He has no club,
no billiard table, no public-house which he céan freguent.
Balls and festivities are very rare,  He probably marries
early, and lives the life of a young patriarch, Jord of
everything around him, and master of cvery man he meets
on his day's ride. Of course there are many who have
risen to this from lower things,— who have become
squatters without any early education, who have been
butchers, drovers, or pethaps shepherds themselves.
That they should not be aequainted with books is a
matter of course.  They have lacked the proctice in



WEW BOUTH WALES, g7

youth of which I have just speken. But amonpg those
wha have had the advantage of early nurture, and have
Leen taught to handle books famibiarly wheo young, I
ihink that reading is at least as customary as it is with
young men in Lendon. The authors I found most
popular were cerfainly Shakespeare, Dickens, and Macau-
lay. T would back the chance of finding Macaulay's
Hssays at a station against that of any book in the
language except Shakespeare. To have a Shakespears
is a point of honour with every man who owns a book
at all,—whether he reads it or leaves it unread.

I have said that squatters marry early. The reasons
for doing so are very strong; and those neasons for mot
doing se, which are tereibly familiar to uz. at home,
hardly exist in the bush. The man is alone, and can
have at any rate no female companionship unless he
marry: In ordinary life, as we know it, the unmarried
nln enjoys as many comflons—unfortunately, pechaps,
more luxures—than do they who take to themselves
wives, But in the bush the unmarried man is very de-
solate, and will probably soon become forforn and
wretched in his mode of life, He will hardly get a
womin who will copk for him decently, or who will sew
a button on his shirt when 1t 15 wanted. And he will
soon care nothing how his dinner is cooked, and whether
his shirt be with or without & button, On the other
hand, the cost of his houselold when he is marsied will
hardly be more than when he is single, If his wile know
how 1o keep & bush house, her presence will almest be
a saving to him. At home, in England, the young man
when he marries has to migrate from his lodgings o a
house, he must make up on establishment, buy fumni-
ture, hirc servants, and coter altogether upon a new
phase of life. He must have ready moncy in his pocket
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to begin with, and a future income probably very much
in advance of that he has hitherto been expected too exe
pend. But on a station there is nothing of the kind.
There is the house, in which it may be necessary to put
a few additional comforts. There is the establishment,
-—alread:.f on 30 large a scale in COnFequEnce of the
nncnss:tf of su]in].qng men with rations that no recog-
mized increase 3 created, When children come, amd
education is peeded, expenses of course will grow;—Dbut
at first the thing is so easy (hat the young squalter simply
gocs out in his buggy and brings home the daughter of
some other squatter,—after a little coremony performed
in the nearest church.

Az a consequence of this, life in the bush is decent
and moral., The bulk of the labour is performed by a
nomad tribe, who wander in quest of their work, and
are hired only for o time, This is of course the case
in regard to washing sheep and sheanng them. It @s
equally 5o when féences are to be made, or ground to Dy
cleared, or ttees o be “rung!  The rinmng of lrées
conzists of eutting the bark through all round, so that
the tree cease to suck up the stremgth of the earth for
its nuteition, and shall die. Dlor all these operations
temporary work 15 of course required, and the squatter
seldom knows whether the men he employs be married
or single.  They come and go, and are known by qucer
nickmames or are known by no names at all.  They
probably have their wives elsewhere, and return to them
for a season. ‘They are rough o look at, dirty in ap-
pearance, shaggy, with long hair, men thr, when they
are in the bush, live in huts, and hardly know what a
bed is. But th.::y work hard, and are both honest and
civil. Theft among them s almost unknown,  Men are
constantly hired without any character but that which
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they mve themselves; and the squatters find from ex-
pericnce thal the men ore able to do that which they
declare themselves capable of performing, There will
b exceplions, but sech is the sule. Their one preat
fault is drunkenness,—and yet they are sober to o marvel.
As I have said before, they will work for months with-
out touchinp spirits—Dbut their very abslinence creatcs
a craving desire which, when it is satisfied, will satisfy
itsell with nothing short of brutal excess. Among the
masters of these men,—among squatters with their super-
intendents and overseers,—drinking % not & common
fault. I have seen a squatler drunk, I have scen a
siquatier very drunk, But he was a jovial exception.

Srpuatters, I think, do not as a rule go very frequently
to charch.  Churches are not near to them, and as they
are always either driving in buggies or riding on horsc-
back in pursuance of their ordinary oceupations, on
Sundays they are not ready to add perbaps thirty miles,
perhaps forly, to their week's work in quest of o sermon.
I have spoken of stations which possessed churches of
their own, When that is the case, the squatter is gener-
ally the parson for three Sundays—being melieved by a
real, but itinerant, clergyman on the fourth, I am, how-
ever, bound to acknowledge that Sablath-day olsery-
ances ave laxly kept in the bush,

The resident squatter is generally a young mam—
one ot least not past the prime of life. For this stte
of things there are sundry causes. The squatter who sace
ceeds in life, ashe grows old does not cease 1o be a sgual-
ter. He sticks to his wool as closely as the lawyer does
to his wig, or the banker to his ledger. He knows well
every shilling that is spent and made, But he becomes
an absentes squatier,— having a som, or a junior partner,
or perhaps & manager, to manage the run and 1o send
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him the accounts. The money comes imto his hand
readily, as the produce of a sheep-station iz never sold
on the spot. London is almost always the rich squat-
ter's market. Then agnin the work to be done is hardly
fitted for an old man. Al that an old man can do, he
can do away from the station. He bas become tired of
buggics and bucking horses, perhaps tired of tea and
muiton; and he maokes himself comfortable in o town.

And many no doult aré ruined before they grow to
be old;—for, to tell the truth of it, the growing of wool
is at the best a precariops trade, Thousands have made
their fortunes at it,—Dbat thousands also with small eapi-
tals have pone to the wall in their strupgles, and have
been no more heard of among the stations, What be-
comes of them I cannot say. Who Enows the fate of
the ruined man? The business is always on a large
scale,—and being lorge and alse procarious cannot but
be daongerous.  With wool ranging from 1r 1o 2 4
pound, a sguatter with zo000 sheep, and a small capi-
tal, may be made by high prices, or mamed by low
prices, im one year. The year of favourable circum-
stances in regard to weather and climate may pul him
at his ease for life—and o year's drought may begoar
him. ‘This also tends to weed out the old men, and
leave the young men in possession. At fifty the squat-
ter can afford either to live in town or in England,—or
glse he cian no longer afford to live on his station.
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CIHAI'TER XXI.
Sccmary im Mew Boath Wales

I save said in the preceding chapter that the scenery
of the bush is monotonous, It 68 the complaint that has
been made penerally of all Australian landscape, — 5o
generally as 1o have reached HEngland, and to constitute
one of the few facts thal are supposed 6 be known
about the couniry, “The “everlasting pum-tree” has be-
come proverbial.  Consequently no one visits Austealiz
o see its scenery, and comparatively few of those who
go there in pursuil of business, or to see men and
women, make o search after the beawties of nature a
part of their programme.  The same fecling prevails
with permanent settfers and with natives. It is taken
for eranted that Australia s ugly, and that the iouring
in quest of the picturesque, which forms so preat a part
of the delight of an Englishman's holiday, would be
altopether time wasted and money misapplied il attempted
at the Antipodes, Wewvertheless, there is grand scenery
in, I Bétieve, all the Auvstralian colonies. It is certainly
to be found in Oucensland and Victona, Tasmanioo s
one of the prettiest countries I ever wisited, And in
Mew South Wales 1 come across wonders almost ag
magnificent and cliarms as lovely as any that T have
seen in Burope.  As yet the localities are unknown, as
yet the means of communication are unfrequent and
uncertwin, as yet popular taste has not seilled. herself in
the direetion ol scencry, directing people to po here or
to go there—and by her potency providing the means
of encouraging them, feeding them, and amusing them,
Put the time will come in which Australinn men and
waomen will find that they need not po o Europe Lo
delight themselves with mountaing and rivers,
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Of the extremec beauly of Sydney Harbour 1 have
already spoken, and will only say of it further that its
cxient 15 50 preat as to require days for its examination.
It is not a sheet of water which can be seen from one
spol,—and then be licked off from the 1ist of sights ns o
thing completed, and numbered ameng the lions which
have been killed. That lion will demand four or five
days before it can be killed to satisfuction, and will then
bear to be rekilled by those who really take delight in
nitural loveliness.

The Austealian Alps, whence springs the river Murray,
or Hume,—for the upper part of this river was called
the Hume in the carly days after the explorer of thal
name,—stand on the south-gastern eorner of New South
Wales, forming o part of the great range which divides
the marrow eastern strip of the continent from the vast
bulk of the interior, OF tha beanty of these mountains
I can only speok by hearsay, having seen no more than
their snowy tops at the distance of forty miles. Mount
Kosciusko stands just on the borders of New South
Wales and Victoria, and is 7,300 feet high, It is the
monarch of Australian mountaing a5 Mount Blanc is of
thoze ‘of Europe. From what was told to me, I was
very anxious te visit the district, and made plans with
that purpose.  But I found that Australin was too big
and my time too limited to enable me to see everything;
and as the life of the men and women around me was
more cssential to my object than scenery, I was obliged
to leave Wosciusko unseen. The district is difficolt of
access, and must be visited either on horseback, or, by
those who are strong enough, with much greater facility
on foot. The starting-point should, I am told, be from
the little town of Tumberumba, from whence the mogn-
tains are distant about forty miles. From the description
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I have heard of them, 1 imagine the countey to be wild
and fine, bul 1 doult whether the summils ever rise in
sharp inaccessible peaks, I feel bound to apologise to
my readers for attempting even so far o deéscribe a
region 1 did not see;—but on the other hand, an apology
more  lumiliating would have been due to Mount
Rosciuske, had [ wrtten o Look about Auwstealin and
nol mentioned him.

The railway from Sydney to Bathurst passes through
the Blue Mowntains, which form a portion of the same
dividing range, They presented a cruel, awfoel bamier
to the earlicr seitlers, and for o long time debarred them
from the land beyond, which they hoped o find flowing
with all the requisites for milk and honey, “The eastern
stripy, where Sydoey is built nnd Paraomatta, was singu-
larly barren, though o little farther to the north and west
there were river valleys, the soil of which was as singu-
larly rich. It was felt by oll the scttlers that the Blue
Mountains hemmed theny in, making, as it were, 2 prison
for them on the shores of Port Jackson:  With infinite
guffering and indefatigalble enerpy, o way was at Qnst
found through the dark defiles of the hills, and the
colonists made their way down to those plains, which
are mow called the Plains of Bathurst. MNow a railway
pisses ep and down through the wildest pans of the
mountains, crossing their very sommit, and passengers
go from Sydney to Dathurst, thinking nothing of the
struggles of their forefathers,—and thinking very little of
the wonders around them.

Close to the highest part of the range, with o fall to
it so slight as to be hardly more than perceptible, and
at a distance of about 1wo miles from the railway, there
15 o raving called Govat's Leap,  Mr Govat was, 1
believe, simply a government surveyor, who never matle



304 WEW SOUTH WALES.

any leap inio the place at all, Had he done so, it
would cértainly have been effectnal for putting on end
to his earthly sorrows. I had hoped, when I heard the
name, 1o find that some interesting but murderous hush-
ranger had on that spot baffled his pursuers and braved
cternity;—but I was informed that a government sur-
veyor hnd visited the spet, had named it, and had gone
home again. No one seeing it could fail to expect
better things from such a spot and such & name,

It consisis of & ravine probably more than 2 mile
wide. | had no means of ascertaining the distances
or heights of the place,—Dut the whole was on so
giganiic a scale as to deceive the eye greatly at the
first sight. The only approach to it from the railway
!ea.ds the visitor to the head of the ravine, at which he
5 ‘ilcl".lim{l h:.r & precipitous wall of ml:L, which runs
round, in variows huge curves, tll on cach side i Joses
itself im the distance. As you stand there, looking
down, vou see a world Lelow you,—a valley, but certainly
not 4 happy valley, dark, awful, and inaccessible.  MNo-
where round these curves and lines of the rock can the
eye find a gpot at which it would be possible to descend,
It is ms though the ocean were below, and yow were
standing on the edge of a lofty cliff;—but in liew of the
ooean there s this black valley, denssly filled with forest
timber, filled so densely that you see nothing but the
continuous tops of the black foliage, which, though the
wind is blowing hard zbove, never seemed to move. In
looking down from cliffs upon the sea, one is conscious
that the foot of the rocks may be reached. A boat, ot
any rate, will place you there, il the weather be fajr
But here the mind becomes aware of no mode of enlering
e abyss. On reaching the edpe it seems as though
you had come upon o spot of earth which defied you
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to touch it, and which forbad the possibility of escape
should you sueceed in doing s, The idea is common
to us when we look up at smowy peaks—and is not the
less common because we know that men have learned
the way to climb them. Bot to look down on & place
which cannot be reached, —into a valley full of trees,
through which a stream runs, 4 green, dark, crowded
valtey,—and to feel that you are debarred from reaching
it by a sheer descent of four or five hundred feet of
chiff all round, i3 uncommeon, I would say doublg that
descent only that I do not quite belicve in their entirety
some accounts of the place that T have heard. I never
saw before so vast a gaping hole on the earth's surface,

At about hall a mile to the right, as you reach the
edge, a stream of water very much like the Staubbach,
near Lauterbrunnen, in Switzerland, falls precipitoosly
over the rock. 1 was there m winter, ‘after main, and
there was water in plenty. I heard different altitudes
named for the fall, ranging up to very high figures in-
deed, T Dbelieve it to be about goo feet, From the spot
whence it is scen it appears that the water iz broken
nowhers by steiking against the rocks, and that therefore
the descent is perpendicular; but this, no doubt, 15 &
fallacy of the eye, caused by the distance. As we lay
on the rock pazing at it, the wind would every now and
then catch the long silver thread and sweep it 2way into
the bend of the curve, so that it would disappear from
sight, The forest trees above were wild with the wind,
but the interminable thickets-below were never stirred.
1 have said that we could not descend.  There was not
n spot at which we could think of making the attempt;
—but there was an easy trick down to a jutting rock,

nbout 200 feet below the top, and this we found to be
Ansfradia and New Zavland. I, 20 1
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the proper spot from whenee to look down upen the
awful grandeor of the scene below us

As I have already said the place is 1o be reached by
railway from Sydney, from whence it is between four
and five miles distant. The nearest station, or stopping
place, is Blackheath,—at which the trains are pulled up
if there be passengers. But there is no inn at this place.
We,—the young squatter of whom I spoke in the last
chapter and myself,—lefl the train at Mount Victoria, a
station four miles distant from Blackheath, where we
found very good accommodation at the house of one
Mrs, Perry,—whom we knocked up at two o'clock in the
meming, and who took our somewhat noisy intrusion in
perfect good humour. 1 would advise any stranger who
finds himsell at Sydney to make 2 visit 1o Govat's Leap,
and to stop at the inn at Mount Victoria when doing sa.

Govat's Leap astonished me very much,—but not,
1 think, so much as the secnery of the Hawkesbury
River. A great poriion of this is within forty miles of
the town of Sydney, and might be as epsily reached and
much more quickly and cheaply seen than the Rhine,
—if only people knew of it, so thet an hotel or two
might be built cn its banks, and a steamer Luilt to ply
upon it. A trip of two days from Sydncy, at a cost of
304. a4 head, might make the nver known to every
pleasure-seeker in Sydney,~—and if the expedition were
customary, the Hawkesbury would soon be as much o
Sydncy as the mouth of the Clyde and the Kyles of
Butc are o Glasgow. And yet who has heard of the
Hawkesburyl As it is altogether unknown in Sydney, it
is hardly surprising that the river should not have boen
much talked nbout in England. Had it been known in
Sydney, it would have been talked about in England.
1 must own that when I was invited to join a party to
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visit the scencry of the river, 1 mysell had never heard
of the Hawkesbury, except as one of the first named
rivers on the Australisn continent,—so0 called many years
ago when Lord Liverpool was young.

The party which I was kindly invited to join was a
very august party, consisting of mearly all the cabinet
ministers, and a very consideralls minority of the House
of Assembly., The Premier was at the head of it, and
no man [iter for such an occasion ever held absolote
dominion over hampers. It was by no means a partisan
party; for I observed on my return o Sydney six months
afterwards, when that premier had, alas, succumbed 1o
the fme of premiers, and another head of the povern-
ment reigned in his stead, that two of the most lively of
our politicians on the Hawkesbury trip were sitting on
the treasury bench. And we had been all so friendly
then! 1 must confess that when I sow those two pentle-
gren o that bench, and saw that former 11rl:n:|i:.'r oppo-
gite, turned out into the cold, partly, no dould, by their
effarts, T could nat but say to mysell that there could be
ingratitude in New South Wales as deep as among the
older nations of the carth.

We went by railway to the little town of Windsor,
to which a bronch line runs from the Sydoey and
Rathurst line;—a quaint little place, inhabited by old
scttlers who came to this district as being singularly
fertile. Very fertile it is; no lond in the Australinn colo-
mies 15 perbaps more so0; hardly any soil in any eountry
is perhaps more so. Dut for this great gift it has to pay

a proportionate penalty.  Every now and then, perhaps
oRCe In Six or seven yemrs, it is so absolutely flooded by
the Howkesbury and its tributarics, that the farmers are
forced to fly for their lives. And there have been floods
50 sudden and so high that all the 1':|.1'=:m=r=-:| have not

20
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heen able to My with their lives,  Windsor is built upon
the Hawkesbury,—here so called; but wp above this it
has another name and is called the Nepmin;—for it is
the fazhion in New South Wales to divide what with us
al home would be the last syllable. From Windsor we
went five miles down the river in open lLipats, and there
found a steamer woitng for ns I muost confess that
during the first part of our journey I was disposed to
think that 1 had been enticed away by Malie represcnta-
tions. Immediately  below Windsor the river is not
beantiful. It passes through a rich country, which gra.
dually becomes narrower as the hills are approached;—
but for an hour or two the fertility of the land and the
specialitics, such as they might be, of its productivencss
were the chief stiractions.  Dut gradually as we reached
the bluffs and ligh banks of the lower reaches, the
soene was changed, and as the aficrnoon wore itsell
away we steamed down among river scenery as lovely
as any which I ever beheld.

There can I think be no doubt that among rivers the
Rhine has the highest character for sustiined beaoty.
There may be special points on otheér streams which
have endeared themselves to the world,—such especially
as the Falls of Niagara,—such as the Inn at Innspruck,
or the Rhone at Geneva,—aor the Upper Lake at Killarney,
which is, in truth, a river. But for continued scencry
the Rhine stands first. There is a river, or rather a por-
tion of a mver, known to very few tourists, which L
think beats the Rhine. This is the Upper Mississippi,
for about 150 miles below St Paul. It is not my Dbusi-
ness here to deseribe the Mississippl,—but I mention

it with the object of saying that in my opinion the
Hawkesbury beats the Mississippi. Ishould not make the
contrast unless there were many features in the two
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which are similar, At all of them the beauty consists
in the lreaking of the land on the very margin of the
river, and is not carried far back into the interior. At
all of them the banks rise suddenly, sometimes covered
with timber and sometimes bald, — sometimes sloping
and sometimes precipitous,—Dbat at ail of tem the banks
are broken here and there into lateral valleys, which
give to the imagination the idea that the glil:lr}.r of the
scene s far spread, and would repay pursuit.  Unless it
can convey this vague feeling of distant, unapproachable,
and almost mysterious delight, scenery loses hall ite
charms,  On the Rhine, on the Mississippi, and on the
Hawkesbury alike, there is created an jdex that il the
travelier would only leave the boat and wander inland,
he would be repaid Dy the revelation of marvelloos
beauties of Nature,—beauties which have. perhaps never
yet met the eyes of man, 'The Rhine has its castles and
its islands,—and it has, too, in its favour the bright
colour of its waters. The Upper Mississippi has no
castles, nor are its waters Lright; but it has islands, and
innumerable Dlufa and headlands ond vaned valleys,
and park-like timber, and s own fast-renning rush of
waters,—which are to me mere than compensation for
the castles and the colour. The Hawkesbury has neither
castles nor islands, nor has it bright clear woter like the
Rhine. But the headlands are higher and the bluffs are
bolder, and the turns and manceuvees of the course
which the waters have made for themselves are prander,
and o me more :nnhnnllng, than those of either the
European er American river.

It took us two days to descend the Hawkesbury to
Eroken Bay, and during the night our steamer lay 3t a
bend in the river called Wiseman's Ferry,—where there
is a large dilapidated and unused church, showing how
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soon roins may be instituted m & new country.  Along
the banks, at intervals from each other of o few miles,
whenever a bit of alluvial soil gave an opportunity for
cultivation, settlers had placed themselves, and lived by
growing maize, potatoes, and froit. These people, or
their fathers, were among the earliest colonists of MNew
South Wales,—as the Lanks of the Hawkesbury had
been soon reached. Dut civilisation had passed by them
and gone beyond Ihcm,—-ﬂ.nﬁ they were left now much
in the comdition in which their fathers were sty or
sevenly years ago. A great portion of the banks are
not approached by any road, and are accessible only by
water. Small loggers from Sydney ply up and down the
stream, taking the produce of the sefllers 10 market, and
bringing them back flour and tea in retuen.  There can
be but little intercourse cven between families at ten
miles’ distance from each other,—as a rmver is, after all,
but a poor toad for the purposes of familiar intercourse.
Life there must be very solitary and cheerless,—bul nl
the same lime independent and plentiful.  We saw chil-
dren about, amidst the garden patches,—but T fear that
they were aften out of reach of any school.

The lower part of the river, that between Wiseman's
Ferry and Pitt Water,—which is a large mist of the sea,
running southward from Broken Bay,—is wvery much
finer than the upper reaches. There are various spots,
especially at Mangora Creek, Berowa Creek, and Mullet
Creck, at which the expanse of waler assumes the ap-
pearance of a lake, and from which the stream cscapes
under banks almost perpendicular, and, as we caloulated,
from four to six hundred feet high. At Broken Bay,
after having steamed up to the head of Pitt Water, we
got out into the sea, and within an hour and a half were

in Sydney harbour.
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Up along the river banks there were numberless sites
fit for private houses or for hotels—all of which might
be reached within o few hours from Sydney. We saw
Lt one howse of any pretence,—which, T was told, was
occasionglly inhabited by o gentleman's family.  But re-
sidence here, except to o cockatoo farmer, or to a hermit,
is at present impossible.  Though the place be no more
thun forty miles from Sydney, it is altogether beyond
reach,—as many parts of the highlands of Scotlind wera
some few yeors ago. In another space ol a few years
there will probably - be daily means of gelting to the
Hawkesbury; and there will be villas dotted on its banks,
and hotels of all deseriptions for the accommedation of
Australian tourists,

As of Australion seenery, so mlso is it generally said
of Australian country houses, that they are without the
charms and prettiness which are thought so much of at
home by our squires and their wives and families, I do
not know that I had many preconceived opinions as to
country life in the colonies,—but I eertainly did think
that the surroundings of it would be ugly. It is a matter
of course that finished beauty at o homestead cannot be
achieved to order by any given lime. The surroundings
of a house want years for the full creation of their
charms, In England many an old ruined house is lovely,
Lut who has ever sueceeded in making o new country
mansion pleasing to the eyel On this account landscape
beauty of the domestic kind must be less frequent in a
new than in an old country, and is, of course, less fre-
quent in Australia than in Ewrope.  But, nevertheless, it
is to be found,—and I saw the preparations for it fre-
quent in many of the colonics. 1 think that Coombing
Park, in New South Wales,—the property of Mr. Icely,
one of the oldest settlers, and now the nesidénce of his
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#00,=—13 a5 pretty a combination of hills, river, and wood-
land as ever I saw round a gentleman's house in any
country. The house itself is but of one story,—os a
squatter’s house should be—stragpling, with a long ve-
randah and varied appurteénances here and there, over
much ground. But it was covered with flowers, as I
never gaw-a house covered before, and the marden was
a wilderness of loveliness, The herbage on the cleared
ground zbout the place was ncher than any other herb-
ape; and the hills, timbered up to their summits, formed
an amphitheatre round the back, which at home would
have made the site imvaluable.

I bég my reader, therefore, to believe that in spite
of the everlasting gum-tree there is scenery in Australia
which would repay a wisik That of which I have
spoken in this chapter is the sn:am':ry of New South
Wales alone.

CHAYTER XXIL
The Riverina

As in the old European countries 50 in the colonics,
different districts have acquired different names which
have much significance’ in men's minds and are under-
gtpod with sufficient clesrness; though they have no
recognised municipal or political standingr Certam York-
shiremen live in Craven, others in Richmond, others
apain in Holderness, but neither of these so-named lo-
calities has any defined legal position. In New South
Wales 2 northern part of the colony is called New Eng-
land; a district lying on the seaboard south of Sydney is
called Mawarra; and to the west, in the midst of the
great rivers of the continent, is the Riverina, or Meso-
potamia of New South Wales, The Riverina has charae-
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teristics of its own so marked and so important that they
demand recognition from any one who desires to under-
stand the position of the Auvstralian eolonivs generally.
It is bounded throughout on the south by the river Mur-
ray,—having in that direction a certain limit, as the
Murray is the northern frontier of Victorin, But it has
no other certain boundary,—unless it be the one hundred
and forty-first line of east :Inng::ude, on ity western
frontier, which line is the proclaimed division of South
Australia and New South Wales, To the morth it runs
away into undefined space. Tao the east there 15 no re-
cognised limitation by which it is divided from the re-
mainder of the colony. The one hundred and forty-
eighth line of longitude may perhaps be taken as the
best demarcation thot can be expressed; thouph this
would be by no meins comect throughout, as the squat-
ters on the Boyne and the Macquane mvers to the north,
who are to the west of that line, certpinly do not con-
sider themselves ag belonping to the Rivering, Hut in
fact the Riverina consists of that part of the colony of
Mew South Wales which finds that Melbourne or Adelaide
are markets casicr of approach than Sydney the capital
of their own colony. The geographical facts which have
brought about this result, give to the people of the
Riverina their distinctive interests, and force wpon them
a fecling opposed in politics to that which is general
through the more thickly populated eastern half of the
colony, ]

The Riverina, in area, comprizes perhaps o full
moiety of New South Wales, though in pepulation it
contains but little more than a twentieth part of the
whale. The population of the eolony in round numbers
iz half a million; that of the Riverina about 28,000, As
the limits of the district cannot be defined with certainty,
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neither, of course, can the population be stated with aes
curacy. It lies, os the name implics;, among the rivers,
—among the only well known gpreat rivers of the con-
tinent. These rivers, with many Iributaries, are the Mo
ray, the Murrumbidgee running into the Murray, the
Lachlan running into the Morrumbidgee, and the Dar-
ling running into the Murmay below the Murrumbidgee.
I fear thet my readers may become weary of these rivers,
—but 1 con hardly make the subject plain here without
repeating their names. The Murray, camying down the
waers of an immense portion of the preat Australian
plains, finds its way into the sea at last by so poor an
aperture as to forbid internal navigation on a scale
greater than that which in other countries is achieved
by canals. And the navipation afforded by these matural
waters is only spasmodic. During a portion of the year
it is interrupted by drought. At uncertain seasons in
some years it is stopped by floods. Consequently large
towns have not arisen on the river banks, And agun
nearly the whole of this country is unfit for agricwlture.
Though the soil in many parts of it is rich, the climate
will not allow the soil te produce wheat. The average
rainfall is not above fourteen inches in the year,—and
the summer heats are very intense, Nevertheless, in the
southern parts of the district, and on the fronlages of
the rivers, free-selecters are numerous,—to the great and,
as 1 think, irmtional displeasure of the squatters, [or the
free-selecter if he cannot live on his land must work for
the squatter’s wages. To the south-cast, around Albury
and Wagga Wagpa,—if on behalf of the Riverina we
may venture to say that those towns are within its limits
—wheat is grown. The rainfall here is greater and the
heat Jess intense. Bul even in the localities named it
geems to be a question whether cereals can be produced
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with sufficient constancy to repay the farmer. Nor is the
Riverina a gold-producing district,—nor has it coal or
copper,  Gold has, T believe, been found within the
limits above-named, bul not in sufficient quantities to
attract a mining population. The Rivering is essentially
o pastoral district, in which the squatters are patriarchs
owning many fiocks, But of a]l strictly pastoral districts
of the world it is perhaps the best. As o wool-growing
district [ have no doubt as to its being the best in Aus-
tralia, It consists of vast plains, o grext past of which
is completely without trees, and the whole of which is
without, hilla or even rising ground. Where there is
timber, the tmber is light.  And there is no stone,—not
a particle of what the road-makers call metal,—in the
country among the rivers. The hooses are made of
wood or brick. The roads are altogether unmade, ond
consist of tracks through the mud or dust. When any-
thing is done towards the making of a road in or near
the towns, clay is burned for the porpose into brickbats,
or wooden blocks are wsed. “The dust of Riverina 1 have
nover seer, but its mud is the most tenacios 1 ever cn-
countered,

The secret of the wealth of the country for pastoral
purposes lies in the salt which the soil possesses. A
great proportion of the Riverina used to produce salt-
bush,~a shrub about three feet high, pole in colour,
and ugly to look at when it covers a whole plain, on
which the sheep feed willingly and which can stand
great heat and great drought. I was told that the sall-
bush was disappearing on runs which had earried sheep
for many years, and that il certainly receded ag the
stuatters advanced. But, though the salt-bush may go,
the salt remains.  Australian squatters who differ so
widely among themselves on many pastoral questions,—
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who will dispute as to what breed of sheep is best,
whether wool should be washed or shorn in the préase,
whether, il washed, warm water should be used, whether
sheep should be shorn early or late, whether wool should
be sold in London or in the colonies,—are all agrecd
that a salt country is the best for sheep. In a salt coun-
iry, though it scems to be as bare as 2 board, sheep will
keep their condition,—and on & fat sheep wool will grow
long and thick, while on a thin sheep the wool also will
be thin. And, on a plain country, sheep can be managed
with very much Tess expense than among hills and val-
leys, and rock and thick timber, The knowledge that it
is 50 comes upon the observer Dy deprees omidst infinite
regrets.  The plains of the Riverina are not lovely to
look at. The observing stranger, placing himsell for a
while, as every observing stranger will do, in the shoes
of the observed, declares to himsclf at first that he will
squat and lead his sheep afield amidst the rocks and
gullies and widely-spreading forest trees, e will know
nothing at that time of the difficully of mustering sheep
in the midét of such pieturesque impediments; le will
not as yet understand how dingoes, or wild dogs, are
harboured by them; he will hardly calculate how munch
farther afield sheep must travel for their food where trees
are plentiful and pgrass is scarce, tham on the open
prairies where the whele strength of the sml is deveted
to the production of the herbage; nor will he probably
know that the unromantic animals find the food sweeter
on which the sun shines openly, than that which they
find beneath the forest foliage, But the squatter who
has been at work for a year or two amidst timber and
hills, sighs for the salt plains, and dismisses his aptitedes
for the picturesque to the winds.

Such is the Riverina;—a wide, open, ugly pastoral
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district on which squatters prosper and grow rich. Of
its settled towns it cannot Lioast much, The two largest
in the arca which I have attempted to define as belong-
ing to the Rivenna are, Albury and Wagga Wagga, nearly
equal in size, and containing cach something under
2,000 inhabitants, Nut Albury and Wagpa Wapgga are
all but outside the district and. da nat especially partake
of s idiosyncrasies. Deniliquin is the capital of the
BEiverina, and Deniliquin, according to the census of
1871, nnl}r boasts of 1,118 inhabitants, And I was teld
in its neighbourhood l.h'l.‘: the boast was hardly true of
the town,—as, in {he making up of that number, a large
adjacent section of country had been included for muni-
cipal purposes. Meveriheless were, Riverina a separate
colony, divided off from the patent province as has been
done with Victoria and Quegnsland, Deniliquin would
probably be the chosen capital.

1 should hardly have ventwred to wrte a separate
chapter on the Riverina district had not such a project
of separation beeén entertained. I may as well say that
as far as my own opinion goes,—which necessarily must
be erude,—1I think that the project will be renewed and
copsuwmmated. 1 think slse that this consmmmation, if
cfiected, will be for the advantage of the district itself,
and for that of the adjacent colonies,—including New
South Wales, of which it at present forms 2 part.  In
arder to ax;piajn the question as well as I may be able
to do, and in giving a reason for my opinion, 1 must say
a few more words on the terribly complicated and, I
fear, rather tedious subject of the border-duties;—for the
Riverina district, and almost that alone, is affected by
them.

The government of Victoria have made a railway
running north from Melbourne across the colony to
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Echuca, a little town on the Murray. They are making,
and soon will have accomplished, a sccond line running
north-2ast from Melboumne to Woodonga, another small
town higher up on the Muorray, on the direct road to
Sydney, and just opposite to Albury,—one of the towns
1 have mentioned as belonging to the Riverina. By the
former of these railways, the wool and the sheep of the
district,—in whicl the wealth of the district aliogether
congists,—are sent to Melboumne, and the stores required
for the use of the sguatters are brought back [rom thal
city. The second railway when completed will of course
make the intercourse more close,—though the line to
Echuca must always be the one on which the material
prosperity of the Rivering must deépend. The communica-
tion between this district and Sydney i3 by a succession
of coaches till the New South Wales railway is reached
at Goulbourn. Deniliquin is nearly 500 miles distant
from Sydney, of which distance all but 130 miles must
be travelled by coach. The roads are not made, and
the average pace is about six miles an hour, But Denili-
quin is reached by coach in six hours from Echuca.
The cost and labour of passenger traffic are by no means
the chisl obstacles to close connection between the wes-
tern and eastern parts of the colony; but they indicate
the difficulty of other traffic. If a four-horse coach
cannot get from Deniliqguin to Goulbourn in less than
cighty honrs, a dray laden with wool drogged through-
out by the ene team of horses or bullacks will be nearly
ten times as long. Hence has arisen the fact that for
all commercial purposes the Riverina depends on Mel-
bodrne and not on Sydney. In Melbourne it is ofien
gnid that the money which has populaied the plains of
the Riverina with sheep is Victorizn money, and that the
squatting interests of the district have all been created
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by Victorian energy.  The boast scems to me to be ab-
sard. Tt might as well be said, oo the other hand, that
Victorian prosperity has arisen from Tasmanian energy
because many of the most prosperous grazicrs and wool-
growers of Vicloria found their way over to Port Phillip
from Tasmania.  The cluster of colonies 15 not only too
small in population to admit of such divisions, but is loo
closely united by language, by nationality, by mutual
dependence and loyalty to Great Britain, to allow of any
rel diversity of interests.  Individual men may fosier
peity jealousies in their hearts, and politicians may fancy
that they see an opening for their ambition in short-lived
ascendancy of this or the other colopy; but the interest
of one of these colonics is in truth the interest of them
all; and to all Avstralia Melbourne and Sydoey are as
Manchester and Liverpool, or as Nottingham and Nor-
wich, are o England, It should matter nothing whethee
the Kiverina send her wool to Port Jackson or to Paort
Phillip,—whether she buy her tea at Sydney or al Mel-
bourne,—except to the individual tadesmen and mer-
chants concerned.  What does matter is (his,—that the
Riverina itself should be allowed to prosper if she have
the means of prosperity within her Dorders; that she
should at any rate be hindered by no quarrelling among
outside parties,

But she is terribly hindered, At the present moment,
as 1 write, every article carried across the Murray is
subject to the interfercnce of the custom-house, — s
thinge used to De subject, and perhaps will ﬂgﬂ.ln b=
come sulject, between Dover and Calaiz.  The Riverina
and Wictoria, instead of being to each other as are
Lancashire and Yorkshire, or as are New York and New
Jersey, arve in reference to their custom-house laws as are
France and Germany. That o real cordon of custom-
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house officers should be maintained along a line over
500 miles in length, on each side, by two provinces
whose joint population is a million and a quarter, is, of
course, out of the question. But the hostile arrangement
i carried on at the peinty which permit of the preatest
amount of injury and inconvenience, at Albury and at
Echuca, Elsewhére alse along the line,—hut especially
at those places,—duties are collected. Passengers, as
far a5 I am aware, are allowed to take their lugmage over
unexamined. MNo custom-house officer troubled himsell
with mine either at the one place or at the other, Nor
do the custom-house officers do so at many of the Eoro-
pean barriers, The trouble would find no results to pay
for itsell, and the nuisance would be iololerable. But
articles brought down for Purposes of commerce are
treated as though Ih::].r were going {rom one q}uumr}r into
ancther.

I will name an instance or two to show the effect.
If a lady in the Riverina wants a piano, she purchases
one at Melbourne, which the Melboumne dealer has im-
ported from London. The Melbourne dealer has paid
the duty on its cntrance into Victoria; but the Riverina
lady has to pay a second duty on its crossing the river
Murray and entering New South Wales, It is uwrged by
the supporters of the border duoties in the Sydney As-
sembly, that the Rivenna can supply itself by purchasing
its goods in bond at the port of Melbourne, Ne doubit,
if Deniliguin had 1oo000 inhabitants instead of 1,000
it might avail itself of this permission;—and get a store
of pianos for itself. As it 15 the lady does, in fact, pay
the two dutics,—or po without her piano. It i argued
in the Sydney parliament, on behall of the border dutics,
that it can matter nothing to the people of the Riverina
whether the duties on the articles they consume are col-
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lected at Delboumie or on the Murray frontier, and that
goods wade subject to duty on the Murray are passed
through Victosia in bond. ‘The traders of Deniliquin, a
town with 1,118 inhabitanls, can no doubt pet their tea
sl sugar in this way, if their dealings are large enough
to admit of it. But the squatiers of the Riverina, who
send their wool to Melboume, buy their tea and sugar
in Melbourne, and must do so.  The agents who dis-
pose of their wool purchase for them their stores. Indeed,
had not the matter been argued so stoutly, though at
the same time so vainly, in Sydney, it wonld seem 1o
be quile unnecessary to put forward reasons to show
that the construction of a custem-house barrier between
a rural district and its cmporium must be regarded, not
only as a political folly, but as a prodigy among political
follies.

This folly will prolably be soon abandoned. A Bill
having this object and brought in with the intention of
enabling the two colonies to revert to the payment of a
lump sum from the one to the olher, was passed Ly the
Legislative Assembly ot Sydney, in 1872, but was thrown
out by a narow majority in the Taegislalive Council.
Such a Lill may probably be passed. But in that case
one folly will have beea abandoned by means of an-
other folly, by no means so frrilating as the ficst, Dul as
irmational, “The one colony will again pay to the other
a lump sum as the balance of exchange on behalf of
these border duties, Vieloria will pocket the duties
collected on goods semt 1o the Riverina, and will pay
L G000 per annum 1o New South Wales, Goods will
then be allowed to pass éach way free,—in direcl cone
travention of lhe terms of the constitution, which con-
stitution in each colony gives to it its legal status, and
is, in fact, so much British law equally binding on the

Awsdnelia wad Nese Seadeed, J, zl
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colonies ond on the mother country. By these terms
Great Britain forbids her colonies 1o send their produce
from one to another, except on payment of such duties
as are levied on the same articles when inported from
forcipn countries, On the New South Wales side of
the Murray wine is grown which finds its market in Mel-
bourne.  On the Hupizp River also, in the sorthemn
portion of New South Wales, wine is grown which would
find 1ts market in Melbourne,—but that it 1s subjecied
to duly on entering Vicloria by sea, as it must do if it
enter Victoria at all,  Under the arrangement, as jt did
exist, and as it will probably exist again, by which a lump
sum is paid as balance by Victoria to New South Wales,
the Murray wine will ro free, in opposition to the British
law; but the Hunler wineg will Le taxed, in obedience ta
the British law. The custom-honse cordon will be main-
tained by sea, becawse it will not be abselutely unbear-
'111-[1:*—!:&! it will be abandoned by land, as constituting
an infliction teo irritating for men to endure.

I have endeavoured to make the maner plain,—not
chielly on'account of these Murray border dotics, which
will probably be made to vanish, and which can hardly
be of much intcrest 1o ordinary readers,—Dbut because [
would codeavour to make clear the fatal injury which
the colonies endure by the collection of any custom
duties between themselves, The greatest prosent want
of Auvstralin generally is wnity with itself.  'T'hat the
colonics should have been divided for gurposes of lecal
governmient was indispensable 1o thelr success,  ‘The
different interests of the different parts were too divergent
to allow of their being duly comsidered at one centre;—
and the distances were far too great for parliamentary
legislation to ¢mbrace the whole [rom one capital. Further
separation will probably take place, and will take place
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to the advantage of the colonies. Put the divisions al-
ready made, and any new divisions which may e made,
arc nol incompatible with national wnity, and certainly
need not be accompanicd by the all but hostile. feeling,
by the unloving and unbrothedy condition, which is in-
separable from custom-houses between the one and the
other. The Australiang are surely as closely knit together
as are the Swiss in their several cantoms, or as were the
Goermons of different kingdoms, who in spite of various
nationalities and dynastic jealousies consented to trade
with each other under the Zollvercin. - But the strongest
example of their position, or that which is in every respect
the maost like ta them, is to be found in the United
States. They speak the one language, are subject, in
regard 1o their foreign relations, to one central head, are
the home of aspreading people determined to rule them-
selves, and hove cach their separate legislature for the
purpose of doing so;—but they do not declare war against
each other by border tanfis

Downing Street will answer to this that the war is
not perpetuated there.  Downing Street is very fond of
free trade,—as indeed are all English strects and English
people, —and does not at all prohibit the colonics from
the free interchange of commoditics among themselves,
il only they will take them free from other countries.
Downing Street alse goes much firther than this, and
will admit of a customs union between the colonics or
between any two of them,—although such cestoms wnion
wauld, in the opinion of Downing Strect, inflict 2 gricvous
blow on free trade in the colonies by allowing them 1o
import each other's poods while charging dutics on foreign
goods.  And Downing Street now has gone still farther,
and has said, under pressure, that if the colonies be im-
perious in their demands, she will permit them to impaort

21
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this or that article lree, at their discretion, —adding, How-
ever, that any nse of this permission in @ dircclion hostile
io free trade will have a tendency to loosen the bonds
between the colonies and the mother country. Downing
Street has all but given way in this matler,—and would
pive wiy oltogether hut that She fears to compromise
hersell by an apparent defaleation in regard to free trade.
But there is no fairer ground for question of free trade
in the matter than there would be between Middlesex
and Surrey il the English parlismént were (o pul a cus-
toms duty on some article of French produce, but which
was produced also in one of those counties and carmed
thence into the other, The nationality between the
Australinn colonies is toa close o admit of the doctring
of free trade having any bearing upon intercolonial com-
Mmerce,

As the matter stands at present, Downing Strect has
simply notified her assent to a customs union between
the colomies, should the colonies desire it Two or
three of them have agreed in principle to the amange-
ment, Tasmania having gallantly takenm the lead, DBut
the question has become so complicated among them
by small diverse interests,— the jam-makers of Vicloria,
for imstance, objecting to the free introduction of Tas-
manian jam,—that mo efforts made by some among
themselves ean, 1 fear, be successfsl. Bat if it were
initinled from Downing Street,—il Downing Street would
arrenge the mensure, and fashion the clauses, and give
her eamest influence towards camying it oot,—it would
be done. Victoriz might not at first agree to it,—or
Queensland,~-or possibly New South Wales, But it
would not require the agreement of all. Tasmania,
South Australia, and New Zealand would agree. Tt is
probable that the others would do so also, if the pro-
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posal were fairly made to them by the imperial govern-
ment.  But if three were combined,—if only two were
combined,—not only with sanclion from home, but also
with British ¢ncourarement,—1he union would soon grow
till it included the whete,

In returning to the Riverina, I am bound o acknow-
ledge that there has been propased by many who are
interested in her fate a remedy for the evil of border
dutiez and for other evils, which iz declared by them to
be altopether cffectual.  But there must fimt be said a
word as to those other evils. I has Deen explained
that the Riverina is very far distant frome Sydney; and it
is thought by the people of the district that on this ac:
count she is greatly neglected by the Sydney parliament.
She returns four members 1o a Hoose of Assembly con-
sisting of seveniy-two members, having indeed her fair
proporion according o her population;—but what are
four among so many  She cannot cven Sloproll” IF
theee e a proposition for spending public money in the
north, or in the south; she is not strong enough to do
aught by making her assent conditional en the spending
of money alse in the south-west, It must be remembered
that very minch is done in the colonies by public money
which is with us accomplished cither by private enter-
prise or by local contributions,  Railways, bridges, and
in o great mensure roads also, are made out of faxes
appropriated to that purpose by vote of the Assembly,—
and nre made under the superintendence, and are sub-
ject to the patronnpe, -of 4 cabinet minister. How can
any assembly be moved by four members; or what in-
fluence on a cabinet minister can be brought to bear by
those forlorn ones!  Consequently there are no roads,
and no bridges, and not a mile of railway in the Ri-
verina,  Dut the Riverine pays taxes as do the other
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districts, When T was at Deniliguin an clection was in
progress for a member for the Mursay district, and I
heard the speeches.  There were three candidites, and
the man for the Murray,—which is the most centrically
Riverinan of the constituencies of the Riverina,—was he
who would give the foudest promise 4% 1o a certain
bridge. The bridge ought to have been made years
ago, connceting Victoria with New South Wales,—and
the money had actually heen bLorrowed for the Kiverinan
half of it. But not a pile had Leen drven, and now it
was shrewdly guessed that an economical chancellor of
the cxchequer==or treasurér as he 15 called in the
colonies,—was going to swallow the momey. 1 had not
thi slightest doubit in my own mind but that the money
would be swallowed, Dut this or that gentlemnan, if re-
turned, would hurry up to Sydney,—probably to areive
ton late because of the mud and the distance,—and
would take that treasurer Ly the throat, if only he could
get so far before the process of swillowing was com-
pleted. Dot it was manifest that not one man in the
room expected the bridge, although the money had been
woled,—and borrowed for the express purpose.  What
did Sydney want of a bridge over the Murray? Thd not
cvery one know that Sydney was more anxious (o in-
crease than to curtail the distance between hersell and
Melbourne] Candidates must sny something, and it was
45 easy bo promise a bridge as onything clse, The feel-
ing was gencral that nothing was 1o be cxpected from a
Sydney parliament. Why should not the Riverina be
annexed to Victorial

The question was not asked at that mecting, as with
the majonty of those there assembled it would hove
been unpopulor;, but | heard it asked very ofien outside,
In Victoria I have heard it put as though there could be
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Lbut one answer 1o it. ‘The genufne Vielorian thinks
that annexation to Vietorin would be 2 road to fame,
and lortune for any colony or any nation. ‘The inhabit-
ants of Port Phillip, hoving separated themselves from
New Sonth Wales, would annex tleir parent to-morrow
without compiinction. But they will first annex Tasmania
and Riverinn,  The Riverinans. however,—as also the
Tasmaniang, of whom I will speak hereafter,—~do not
seem io be in love with Victorian practices. Their depu-
ties would be lost in the Victorian Assembly,—quite
as much 2% those from the Riverina are now lost at
Sydney; and after o while, lawyers from Melboumme
would represent them, receiving £3co per annum for
their labour in doing %0.  And the Victorian land laws,
which lave made themselves peculiarly odious to Vie-
torian squatters,—are not at all to the liking of the
Riverinan syuatters.  ‘The Vietorian Assembly might no
doubl make promises as 1o pastoral leases, might declare
that the sance with which the goese to the south of the
Murray hoad Deen cooked and eaten, should never be
warmed up again on behalf of the gander in the Riverina;
— Lt it s hord to bind a parliament by o promise, or
o obtain oblizations from a nation. There is a class of
spiritual Leings among whom, il you must be troubled
Ly such an attemdant, it is gencrally thought belter to
have an chd friend than a stranger.  The Riverinans
do not much regard Sydney,—but they prefer Sydney to
Melhourne,

It is well that it should be so, as it cannot be for
the interests of Australia at large that the colony which
is at presenl the most populons and the most important
ghould be made preater and wore important by anness
ing het sisters. It is for the advantage of England and
of Englishmen,—for England will conlinue to [eed
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Mustralia with Englishmen,—and of Ausiralia and Ans-
traliangs, not that Victoria should be ascendant, buot that
Australiz should be well governed and prosperous. That
good government and prosperity would be promoted by
a federation of the colonies, no one, I think, denics,-—
though there are various opinions as o the. period at
which such federation should, or can, be accomplished,
As to the results which may be cxpected from fedor-
tion, I will venture to speak elsewherc;—but among the
measures which will fend 16 prodoce it, none will pro-
bably bie so cfiicacious as the division of those colonies
which are now too large in area for governiment from a
ceniral parliament in itself too weak in its clemcnis lo
spread its arms afar; and amoeng those which might re-
tard federation none cenainly would be so fatally strono
as the increased preponderance of any one colony over
the others. The preponderance of Victoria is 2t presend
the drawback most to be dreaded;—and to that a most
injurious addition would be made,—mnot only as re-
gards population, but in pride also,—were anotlier
colony or a section of one to add itsell te the Victorian
borders.

The only othér remedy for the Rivering is Scpara-
tion;—or, in other words, a setting up for herscll among
the colonies. That argument which I have attegipted to
use apainst customs duties wonld undoubtedly be o
strong argument pgainst Turther separation, il the con-
tinuance of such a barrier between eognate colonies were
o necessily.  Who would willingly multiply such bar-
riers, and accumulote the sure means- of intercolonial
irritation?  But if we look forward to a pgrouping of
these Australian colonics under some form of govern-
ment which may be combined in regard lo external
matters; but be separate as to local matters,—such as is
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the form of government adopted in the Uniled States,—
then the arguments against a small colony, or a poor
mlrcrn}r, or 4 colony sparsely iohabited, fall to the ground.
In saying this 1 trust that I may not be considered as
specially advocating what we at home eall “American
institutions™ O those institutions this is not the place
to speak, Buot the institutiors necessary for the com-
bined colonics would be no inch nearer to American in-
stitutions, and would be no inch farther removed from
British institutions, than those which are at present used.
Indeed 1 know not that any institution would be changed,
—that any single "Palladium of British liberty™ would
be altered by the clipping of a hair. But I name the
union of the American States as giving the best exnmple
which modern history affords us of a secure federation
of scli-governing communities.

There are, no doubt, objections which can be urged
against such separation as that proposed, not only
plawsibly, but rationally;—objections which would per-
liaps be fatal, if the system of government in the Austra-
lian colomies, as at present administered, admitted of no
change.  ‘The population of the Riverina is but 28000,
and it would seem to be absurd to saddle so small a
body of people with all the expenses of a povernment
house and a parliament, at the scale now adopted in the
Australian colonies. It might be alleged, in answer to
this, that when the separation of Qucenslnnd from New
South Wales was sanctioned, the population of Queens-
land wos under 18000, and that in 1601, two years
after its separation, it had only reached joooo;—but it
must Le acknowledged, in behall of Quecnsland, that
her extesmal eircumstances gave better promise of o
quickly increasing population than do those of the
Rivering. The population of Oueensland is now 125,000,
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and she supports what, for the sake of distinction, 1 will
call a full-fledged government and 3 full-Mledged parlia-
mentary establishment. She 15 o bold, pushing colony,
and will hersell, probably, soon endure further separa-
tiom. The progress of the Riverina will necessarly be
slower,—Dbul it may perhaps be well to aceept such an
opportunily as she would offer for ascertaining whether
a separale colonial state may not Le set on foor, with
advantage to hersell and to the group to which she be-
longs, on a more moderate fooling.  An attempl 1o de-
fine the detnils of such an establishment would Le beyond
my purposé here, and certainly would be beyond my
capacity;—but herealler T shall have 1o speak of Weslern
Australin, with only 25,000 inhabitants,—as 1o which
colony it may be swid, that the slowness of her progress
hits Teenn due rather to the evil nature than to the small
niimwber of ler population j==for Western Austealin has
received over 10,000 Sonvicts,

If it be allowed that z federation of the colonies
would be for the advantage of the colonies, it will also,
I think, be allowed that o federation of smiall states and
al many states will be more cusily constructed than one
consisting of few and large stifes.  That there should
be cynality of size between them s out of the question,
—and with incquality of size there will of cowrge Le in-
crjality. of influence.  Rhode Island and Delaware do
not loom so large among the United States as do New
York and 'ennsylvonia. But Rhode Island and Delaware
hold their own, govern themsslves, and assist i forming
a preat nationality. Victoria and New South Wales may
probably feel 2 milipaied jealonsy o giving some oo-
ordinate power in a confederation o so small a people
aq that of the Riverina, when they remember that Vir-
ginia, Mew York, and Pennsylvaniz united themselves
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with Ehode Isbaind znd Delaware, on o basiz which
gave two senators coch to small ond to preat states
alike,

Tt 15 urged also, as & reason against such 2 measore,
that the Eiverina has no sea-board ;—mnor hos Bohemin,
as all readers of Bhokespeare are tought lo remember;
nor have any of the Swiss cantons; nor had a dozen
Ciepman  nationalities: nor have half the states of the
American Union. If a separate nationality, with custom
dutics and the like, e required for each political divi-
sion of Australia, then sea-board may be essential.  But
il any unity be desived for Australia,—if the Anstralians
of nest contury, are to be one great people, instead of
being denizens of a dozen Btle provinoes,—then we
may allow this question of sealoard to be passed as
answered, It is mot foo be expocted thot anctiher Mel-
bourne will grow up in the Riverina,—mnor that a Liver-
peol will establish itself in Oxfordshire. But Oxfordshire
can hold its own among the counties by other infleences
than those 1o be depived from o great sea-port.

Ir all Mhese colonics the government js entirely cen-
fralized, and it is perhaps necessary that it should be so
in pew  countries.  When oosmall - communily a5 first
established on some shore {ar distant fropy its parent
country, the power of ruling must for a time rest in the
hands of o few.  Without such tule, there would be
turmail, anarchy, and destruction. But the effect of such
contralived power is not, after awhile, beneficial to thoss
who have wandered to-a distanee from the cemire, “They
are not only disregacded, but they are taxed for the
Lenefit of these who Ly their greater numbers are enabled
to help themsclves. It was the lecling of this unavaid-
able injustice which praduced the various scparations
which have already taken place among the Australian
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colonies, and which will preduce further separation. The
Riverina would soon have roads and Dridges—would
soon have o milway from Deniliquin to Echuea, if she
stood so far alone as to have the management of her
own internal (nances for her own internal purposes,

. In Febroary, 1864, a petition on this subject from
“The inhabilants of the pistoral districts and others in-
terested i that part of the colony of New South Wales
known as the Riverina district,” was presented 1o the
Legislative Assembly of New South Wales, and a great
debate was leld on the ‘moving of corain  resolo-
tions, the fiest of which proposed that the western dis:
irict of New South Wales —wilhin cerain bounds then
defined,—should *be declared a province, 1o be ealled
the Riveénna province, with provision for separate lecal
administration,” and the third resolution proposed that,
after providing the fair quota of the cost of such public
instilutions as courts of law, the post office, &c., “the
balance of the revenue of the Hiverina province should
b expended therein upon public works, under the super-
vision of local boards" Here it will be seen that o
partial separation was proposed,—Dbut a separation which
would cpable the new province to spend 11 own money,
There were other resolulions; with which I will nol
trouble my reader, the chief object of which was so Lo
alter the land law within the bounds of the province, as
to suit the views of the Riverinan squatters. The matter
was debated at great length, and the resolution was lost
by a majority of 27 te ri. The number which voted
for the proposition in an Assembly held at Sydoey, five
or s5ix hundred miles from the centre of the district in-
terested in the discussion, may be taken as indicating a
etrong fecling os to its justice, Whether the province
should be scparated entirely from New South Wales, or
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become only semi-self-acting as proposed in the resolu-
tions of 1804, mway admit of discussion. Looking for-
ward 1o a federation of the different colonies, with some
system of central Awnstralian government, 1 mysell would
wish to see the separation complete. T believe that the
creation of smaller colonies an the Australian continent,
—if colomies i3 the proper name by which to call them,
—will conduce more quickly than any other step to this
result. T believe that o community of many states would
at once produce at any rate a customa union, and would
put an end to the inteenecine absurdity of border duties.
Bt os regoards the Riverina itself, and its desiré to make
its own roads and put up its own bridges,—that object
would probably be obtained as well by the one political
step as by the olher,
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shutine's Courl Siilng, which ovenrs abunt snee a ferisight, a1 whicl Ihrnir-
plcant ue e At Uiist atbeml, wihsem Bhe Aveeptanes urlhem erdism
ajppliiatlsn e pubdlely ileclarsal,  Aler siclh deelaratinm, o wils wlf
rwiid jituviedaly pabl ub pujectad applicasbens e Licn refumdin] do b aggdl-
ramis byt Geammisalsace, sml, Jn.:lhﬁrt sl fhowe e cilonnlly aggroyet,
Inatrnetiong arg set o o susversr Lo oot & smrvey oF tha salgctioie L5 tha
thng the anevey |s b rarrgsd wuE, inomne arg I:If’uu.lu- werilv tho classiiivas
tlon put wpon Hio Baml Ly 150 snlociary smil (€ the, Cemndaslaner, fhrengh
b surveFor, er b cosapulend witness, or by owm porsosal kuewledpo, som-
sldiers ghab thio baod showlil be classldel sf o ilgher mEc, ho b= ompowernnd Bn
call mpon ile sedeetor @0 pay &safilelent sue (o cover Lbs Lalanee duo on such
highor elasallesiiom; aml [f tho demaml ke pel aftended 1o whibin Piroa
mizmlha, Qs Bxiil Lictsmin Earleflol. AEr Chin baginlasias Aed darveyeil amdd tha
egats arjurded , Lhe Governmoal wlil Jrzue g ee-called Tt fur Lol genta, ol
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sorrly ronk of ona-anih o ihe religan-ssonuy, Thie lozsewill sondain cortain
Ilm'lhl-ﬁulruf'llih’.‘h Elie Fulbneding aro e priscips) snus j—
L Tho leaka sball datu frean the moarest Sred dag of January ordsly e dats
of applbeation.
2. The amuial rapd rereeved fur overy sere, of fraction of ag scro, shall Lo,
wmaapl Im thy oase of seoond pay et —
Agrioaltural laeal, b Gl por-aerm,
Firstoloss Jisaberal, 1
Hacondelnee aleral, G,
G b palil fu casd @0 the land agont of tho distefet fn which 1 aplee:
tlom ks slinalad, on or boforg the 30 oy of March in cach yoar,
Tho secoud pay=out un all scloctlous mnder 1ha ek, aliall Lo mado on
uf Laforg Ve (it dey of March fllowing the deie ef mboctlos ; smd
ik azld paxmand, berebher with fhe owelve sooths’ resl jald a3 n
Al selvedben, shall eover the porfod fros such stluciien o the guxt -
rpuding d=t day of Mareli. Tho secowd paymont in vach cass will,
1Spretory, Lo firoparbeEanle 80 tha Buniber of clese monthe Islerren|
batweon b exgdmtion ol dvalve santlis Mresdako of suluclion an
e Tollowing Disd day of Massk
A dls second prymest covens & brokon period, the b=t jeyment uniler
i lenso (tho elevouth) will ke 1k balazea of Fho full year's rest,
Wwhich I8 nod dessandeil op Vep J1et doy of March fedlowing the dete of
selection. ‘Vhe second snl the sloventh paymesds will, ibercforu, 1o
poller nuesuint to o f=ll yoac's Tonk AL the ofhor sunes] payucois
il b e aliove pialed.

3. Tha lossco shall seithin six months Gom eeanjiletios of siiFuy orucl
enlistantinl bounidory postd alesg e sdaseriod bousdaries of tha lousd
A distancs nod ereacdbng Svd chsiea 8 , &7 ibal] evest & gl &6
subabantinl fenee slong ducl Lausdiker. I 1ho posts @8l Isbe slocay, tha
CazmmBasienor of he disirlel s renuirn she Tosann o replace Shes,
nmil K this la net déno may |sise o fivs for he moglioet,

4 Dirisg the carreney of poch Jeass ho Geversur, Or nny pefesd
sullyrisyd fn that bebalf; may make eniry be dig and oo gulid or
whhar molale, Lo, provided th suy domnge done fo 1k Ieasen slinl] ba
mads gord 1o hlm, tha omesnt to be detoes]bed Ly niebedL e ben,

5 Wisldauzo En poresn, or Ly Lelld, B pegussnry dariog tho ensroney of
thio bedsa,

£ To e ¢iaed & pastornl laod,— B tho besses slall peere within three veans
freom dado of aolocibon, by dwe crediblo wiinesses, fo e sadlelnetlon of
thin Commisslener, that ho has reslded In persen, oF Ly ST, o the
anlil Jomd fer i :iﬂll.ﬂlﬂ pwo yosrs, sl fhat s eein Lt ik fale of Dok
Lok Alan te ahilngs por acfe fur loslclase gosleral Bud, aui Ava
aLBllEngs an pero fee sscond-c s juabers] il b Bedic pepondad
shibstasiiz] fmprovumongs, er that ho ks fansad li thoaald lasad wilk &
aukatantis] fenou, Yo the Conmalmbnser shall lesse & cortifiosts that
tho coplitduus nforesabd baove Looo ddely performed, nnd tho lesses
sl Lo mitlslel o & doed of grant in focsdmpdo on tho payment of e
Liakanies of tha ten poars® rantd.

¥o 1= tho ense of agricubiunel Jend ,—if 2k lusson ozadl llmﬂ;:i rav i,
wlithin thrga years frum dato of solaotion, that o has s par-
T‘uu. Hllj'u].lld! 11, B o pariod d“:hhtlll iifan Bwo voara, .TII lhhlllll

nd eEpEnlal & pem ousl do fea eRINLE r aare, or Hisl bhe hes
futeed o ilio land will & ssbitantial ‘E:I'I:Is:nﬁt wlinll L enilibed €0 n
wedilimio fros iho Ceaaminlenor ikl dke condilfons hinve besa pors
formid, aml s & graut of tho Ioud em paymont of thy balases of thi
fum yencs’ reoky bob IF ok ooy Hioe durdng fhe surreney of the less ba
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whall prove thet coa-Eanth part of the land Lise heen cultbvated, he shrll
bo absslvnd from the sossditlons of resldanon, and o grant shall fsun
on haymunk of 1o halance of rend as aforesadd.

B. M& Lransfer or ssslgnanont of any leaso can Lo sllewed unsll tho lesees

has ablaford a eortidests, ma abowa d ibed, Tress the Cowemlssiomer;
Lt &fter the Sssue of suoh certifests, transier may prescol, with th
sxnction of tho Gowermmond, ou paymesi of 8 oRiliss for (ha
rogletrpldon daraal,

% Afver e conitficato ks obielzed, halancs of purchasg-monay fmay bo pald

wmnn ano som le caah,

1, Tho Uovernesoat foserves & right topésmma ksl fur roxd pe aa lpyr-

1ng tem yorrs s paymout of brice tho nmamnt which shamld bavo beon

DAl &e sasl of purchase-menoy on ench lasd, and when tha land s

cneldged , thi Goyommong whil bo reguiresd Bo fomes o fha road from
acank lagdd,

Tha sbhova are tho condilione on whith tho leaser are heued.  They arg
glvon i dotadl In epler tkat e principie of the det relating to conditioual

urehases mey, bo clearly unideretood. TL oy Lo resstsboned, (ot o faliore

eamply with the condlibans referered (o 1o scetlomy six asil seven, ad alboye,

within thres peans, will depelvo the Jeice of the cighE b teansfer i Inbeness
urhmmhulu tho fesipigpdo af U land derlsg (ho edrgewey of (ha lease,

b | peaeral neles nppileablo o cosdiilenal poechasos Sucledo eertnin res
strintlons respoeting the &poal the sedocilens, aud tho propoglien of TronLega
Blioveed on Fivord ér readai alen, with respact lo monapedy of walod or slhof
privileges, which 18§ nol pgoosssty bo esdor wpon, faritbor Bhas o stals that
thoy are rapalnnl for ihe protoctlom of the pubdie Inforosts. It may, bewsver,
L pdded, thel cenditional purchasems nre rostricted. umdor & ul:lllnllﬂr, frum
dopaestering mero than twonty bead of ealtbe, or G0y shoeop, for every hendred
meres of b, gnbil thoelr salections sre scoursly femesd.  This provisios i
repdared mocessary, b fhe pewEloral beass 6 astbilod to n Hecmio to depasines
elock, under cortain llesicsibons, on e resused lalf of the wan, and, sherefore,
lids imderest has te be protestod, WER Uhls viow, (s caftlo asd sbeep of tho
conditional perehasnrs nod pastoral llzoneen must havo a distisetiva brand, (o
b0 roglstored ot thi Comemisalentc's O e,

Hamgalouds,

Ths Iatredoction of 1o elonlen rofeering to hosndesds In tho Ack; |5 om0 of
its distimetlve fosures.  Tha ldea was mainly derfonl from Awserlean legisla.
flen, which b1 enivermally sckosodadped e Lavn prevel suwecesshil in pros
mik pabibemanl b 8 land, T bea ples worked woll 15 thls eslowy, &0 61
aa can bo fadgod. Blses the Actk came Inbe oporation, 1060 hossenicats liava
bon takes upg and as somo fariber portloulars mepoctiog this clada of eelog.
tions will probably provo Interesting, s refurn of tho nambser ba each of Lo
siiElad districis is givon.

Diatwict, Fomestonifs,
: ¥ = £l . - - . s I.!H‘J'
Diaziing Dirwna. i v * . - - 102
Wil]:glj' oad Borandhk « &« o« &« B4l
Curlly . U GETRT e b . i
Kesnpdy = . ! > T e EH
Tolal o &% o & 30

With tha wlew of sglling clearly boforo tho pablic, the fullest infuriontlon

reepactng homasthads, the followlng eompllation, embrasing svary pactleuiar

in esameeibon with tho provistons of ibe Act relatieg b bt elasa of slagtions,;
Austridia oudd New Zeclands T, 22
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has baon dnsericd. The medo of appllcalion fs slmilar 4a thal for condBional
nurcheses
Prerssn s sufeliad {o selsef hauestiods.

L Any porioi hialeg & natural horn ér seliirallsed aulsjoct of Tler Mnajesty.
whis is the kpad of & mmily, or |8 teeoiy-ong er marn yeary of ago, le onelclal
towcloetal i1 ar noy | nyrmlng wnd rosidieg on Isnd, sny emiee
wlior lnsed IyEng enntlgmone o sald Baod, which shall mob wish tke Innil alresily
owned and ecenpisd oxeoed 160 arres

Fermang el pnidillpd fo woloed deasilindy

2. Na marrted waomns, who brs ned sbiained a doeree for Julielal soparm:
tiom, or on urdor binding In Creossalasd, prolesiing heg soparkls propoey, T
ewliied ko scleck & hosmesiead.

Arraled Pacnrgianils eliffod offer feree port” nosidenca dn B Colang,

A, Any porems arriving hosgalor in tha eolsuy, slilar whnlly o n par, 51
the puldiz edpesin, will not Ba eplided o saloel 2 hogsestonl mobil e e Byl
thren years contbuinualy lu o cslony.,

Lond womladle foy srdesfoans

4. Arelncders of homartrads are estiiod to cedect aay Iand precialmel or

otbiorwim epen to geueral selvction by lesse.
Arena & howwesdrad,

O Haleclions by Bsnasbead lases touel bo b oeno bleck  and fes Bol 1s

pecud 20 acred of apricaliaml, or §00 xeves of pealarnl lands,
Hesiddy il pernistninid walsr.

G Appllcadions will ba salifect to rezulations concorziog survey. oads, ind

provenbios of monopuly of poruasent watee
Applicmions hu,umﬂui.: tand ldmaars af Tt

1. Belurtirs of Bomostrads may inclls g bwa clamgs of emltirad anil
pastaral laud fn thelr appllantloss, pruvided thennea of cach dmsee nof oxveol
1-:: progasilonnto caoivalunt of the gross sereapgo nllowable foreach close u
150 Ak,

Taproesicile swst be paid for.

B VWhirs thero seo Isprovomssls oo il denl soloclal as & heamebead, o
suleelyr manl staln In his appdlcatinn e nelero of om, sml bis pstizzatn of
e velog, and nf the amno fBmo pay fhio smemnd Bo thoe lanl agest. 11, om
:alml.lm. Eny furiker smmn B nwarded, It bo pald within one monik siter

e ol nwnrid.

Keul porgatds s bewiestead saleafizin

A Thy pesl paysbde on hnssewlond seloctloss, fa W, per sero op sgrlepliural
land, and o, par asze en Srst and second closs prstoral bl pabd peady 1s

advnnzae fur five yoars froas dade of cotrys

Faysvend of rewd, owd peavaliy for defuril,

BL Tho fest yeur's sest of Ramastoad suluctinme maust ha pat] ylihes Js casli
or land ordars al tha Ued of making tha spplleation,  Tha secomd and all
walreuent anies] fouls st e padd e o’ laod sgeat o cash, an et befyro
the Skel Mamch im oacl) vearp in defsnlt of sueh poyment fhe leaso will be

réedted, and the lund I-&lfl.'h‘l, axmd all lugrovoments so i, il severt to tha
Crowe, Tho seoud payscals en all hosiesteads sro comquiled in 1k sang
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wrr nn In 1he eaco of coniliidonal I Elin £ being progealionabe e
tho nuraber of clinr musihs I=tervenisg Lobwess dake of selectlon nnd st duy
of Marah folloyring,

Ferfeiture miny ke defoatal.
11. Thao beseea mny dofimt furfeliarn fur ponjayment of Iﬂiwrr!uglﬂl
Bl bared agunt o cast, within 30 doye of 18a day on whigh the seat s filew
dwe, w sum cpesl io the annoal runl, with sng-fourdh adided as 3 penslly, et
B iho resd aanl pomslly by pol pald within such wipety dayas, 15 luaso wiil bo
absulutuly fursstied, sl 150 lussoe, or any penane clalming snder biz, will Lo
slicaed 0 Erespassor mpow Cravwm kande, =y laklu to be reamoved thumiram,

Pl itivos T b Fod fllid Befierd Cron gnuiid e disdal,

18, Fhelusice or lils famsily smst kave realduil dive yoars costinuossly o
the lumd; sl celilyatel cwetenth pan of it or 1s mlididun @ restdenee sa
aiurusnbl, b st have Tepeod inote lond with s pood andd subsiamstisl fenoe,
during ibe Une of fve yeoms Dommliaiely suecesiling the dsio of hia opplica-
1B L wniBoE @i sueh Tmil. A% she pxpiraiien of fivo Fears, or nl Wiy fime
wlilibn Bwu poifs ChcregIEer, DpUn [IFering 1o Lo astisfetion of the Cemuiba-
alumer ol e dlateict; Ly fwu urlilils wlkivsscs, Shat Ely nbiove eondlélens have
liyon cosapllbad with, sud mokisd s SMOAATIE that ne part of sald lsod bhos
Liisn pllupatid ) 10 Jusson will b cadiled to o Crown geank. ®

g pivedes o wpsel price
L The lussun may &l auy g afles e gears, anid belors e expismtlos
of Ovu Fears, olialn a Crown grand, by ing Lep upaul prlen or tho quand

uf land takun wpy ond glvlng proud as bolsre-meationsd of rusblomcs aud ozl
vaLliow of eso:tenkh gar.

Feeree Sy Beford abdafndug Cremn granl,

TL I th Jeadoe dio baferu ulbtalileg the Crown grank, Ris widew. or, In
erse 0f e Soadhy, hils Lol v dov g, of o faae of & widew belng the beasen,
Ecr batrs ur duvlzess, uts previug s feliflsent of e esulities o obsve, moy
wlilnlin the COrown graut.

Puowds dple ol Tmrdig an fnfaad o chiddeen sandir durilgeand pears of age.
U IF botl faiher amid motler dic, beaving aw lntfst glld or e2ildrun uiles
Peenniy-ong veirs of gpa, saeh ohildd or ebibiron shinll havee o right o the land,
and the prucaloss, Sduiinl=ralom, of pedrdlans iy at eny 1ima nblar Llin
dpals of gy snpvivieg parubd, soll andd boids fef the Lol of sl Infamia,
Lug Ber Bo aher j aad 1ha jpumchasiy dhall agquire tha abesluts ElEl

Iy Ao purckast, nn Lo smiidlail te Lhy Crimm grant uii iy ment of (s decd
T,

- Homealends wed adle for debid,

16 Hosistoads acijwlred usdor tho Ast of 1603 are ued ls suy casc lablo
to tho satdsfcting of miy debl er debila oonkraciyl prior fo b l5auing of the
Crenrn grast thersnls

Male af procrading te ekl & hewesfaml.
1T. Waving selectod & slio for & lowestond withls cho Hmite nppolnted ke
tho (loverniuewl as opge fr slaetive, maks spplisatias o the laod ageat al
Pl discrier, and @31 In the usdos-mnastiopml form fu txipbicato, wihlel nesst dken

= Il bed obaoeyad i Bh 18 fais of & hutigelosd thia sealilsses must by
persenal—in (e cadg of a2 unblnasy suluction 1§ ssay Ly by opeals

H'
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Lo alzelnred Lofore s maglstrate, and pay tho Lrak vosr's reni o land arder or
chal, and the sevay fos 1o eash,

ITIJuI.L fillow eurtaln faring which, as thay can only Lo wagdgd |= e
cobeiy, neod not ba repristod lora ]

Arveesux No. IL, g 262

!;'arsml'ﬂf-'m tiinder sedieh fre-welorfione of Lend g Lo sunds d New Joutk Tafes,
Tulyn fgm JaePaale’s Dnsedrsdian Synand tdug heselong.

Cruw s lasels, odbaer Lhan bewn &r anburkan fanile, aed mot balng wilhin &
pulil-Nall, mor mider Hase fof minkng perposcs 1o g0y persos other than e
applizand fur purckiss, anl sol bping withis fon miles from e ewlslde
Lumdwey ol muy elty or lewn eontalalng ancenling fv dbo lost conuus 16,080
Enlaliliants, or five =tlbes from & town ﬂf{bﬂtnhahluﬂh, or tireo miles
u dlewn of 1,008 Ishaliftasts, or fwo mbles fross 8 down or vlliego of Lk -
habltznts, and pob reserved for aey publle parpese, &nd Bed eosfaining im-
prevemments, aball bo open for copdlilonnl aslo Ly scleethen, the selettor
temlering &b Elo Laod Cfles nowriifen applicntles fur the couditlens] por
chasa el nol lesa than QU asd mob sore shas B850 aerds 1 Bilde por dene, and
paylng & deposlt of £5 per conk, asd fn ckss Chofo ko inues ihas oen l||||Hr_|.-
tlom s she samo fhwo Sor dse sams Innd or gny pack theroof, tho u&pl:mbau
el b doefdod by loti asd Orows lasdi wilkls Fuld:-Halds, nal yilkliy aeeas
ekl ed proclaiiatidi, asd @l ofsiglod fap ~mknk inui, ihinll be
[N l.;i‘l lia HEs mansor, {J:ﬂ\'iﬂﬂﬂ?hl. ‘rlla[:lr?'_r mlllrl':rr;ll-l pj[nlmll amky,
nl chugy, b 81 lBarly Laalky &nd goaich fur gold within 150 lasd selistod,
anil 1hai, ahoull such Bsd by fusud o centaln aurifooss doposits, (2 shall ke
within ten powor &f tha (evernor {w Councll &5 snmul tho galo, Lus the com-
ditlsnal purchassy ahall ks pntitlml W pempoosstian LUy appenlesment of fhe
valoe siher Lhan sariforuns,

¥ 5t the thoo of purchaso esch laod aholl mol Lsve Losa serveyed by the
Giewernment, fomporary bonmdaefes sliall be determingd by the 1514 1
purchaser, who shall witliin eac moutl sfier soch o of lusshaes oee [{T
land, Al IIJI'H[I!,]WDB Fekpopting sl bosidarion shall b siofilod by srisllrn-
thont Trovhled B 60 sueh lagd 3all pel Lo sercoped by Ehn Gorernmasl
wltlifn twelvé mionlhs fross the dats el application . W eball bo bawefuld fer thy
i ta whbdraw bis sppBestion, n=d domasd aml recover baok sny
algpueit pald by Lo, er tha mr:huwr ehll have the upllon of haviog fhe Iend
enrrared by aobuly gualiilel likonsed survovor, snd (b cxponie of szl sorvey
shnld Lo sliowed to wmed parcheacr os part paymons af I.Ill_ru.rﬁ.l.-a BEDTIY
such expeman bo b allewed In occordames with e acalo of chapged Sxod oF e
lre fixed by the Survoporonsnk

Crowy londs eol lilenplly parchassd snder thls Aol ghpll, If mossurad by
The pmtbority of Lo (lovesmagst provbensly to eoch rehasa, ko taken e
i:ﬂHl-ﬂ'lH-l ingaiired , B ol exeoedisg 50 oores, o IF uemoasured | nud

avkag fruslage ta any rlver, sreck, mal, or infended rond ; shald;, 12 wiidis
tho (lral-claks dolllad distriols, have a dopil of ned luoss than fwonty elafus, and
othorwlso shall Byvo 5 depth of ned Iess tham alsly ehaing, asd ghall havo theke
Lonmdaries, other than tho fronkages, dirested o e eardlusl polats by cois
pasa, amd 6F hoviog no fromlages s aferusll; shall Lo mossurml fo spsaco
bleeks, snd with bemidarlo difectod to sech cerdiual polatst Provided that
abould i seom o the Minkstor b bo ezpaidiont, the housdaries of pordlens hny-
lllﬁlfml-w“m-rlm sado gpproeximately, as !'.I“Fhl amgles with 1ha fronkags,
ruil wibenrlse soodidal; asrl (& bosudarles of pertlons haying o frosdagos
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uﬁhu modified | and pecessary rosdways and water neserres dzcladed from
B Mmekinssmenl.

AL iy uxplrstian of (kree yorrs froas the dato of comiditiensl parcheso of
nny augh Jand gs aforcaeld, or wilhlo Ahree mozdhs thoreafler, tho balsnco of
iy purckess momey shall ko tendored af tbe oftleo of i Colandsl T reasurar,
tegsthnr witl a duel i Ly 1thio dltl ] pourchnsce or Ris allonza r
spme pllior person is the splnfon of the MinSsber compatent | Ebst h-ﬁ-.'lr,
wmilur t5e Act I Vieloria Ke 9 1s the eMeet thst [s=provouents sy berein-
Befnra dednoil heve hoon e=sdo upos siceh land,, spesklying the nabare, sxiant,
nmd value of stich lesprovapiaits, &ind thiel such land lss b, feom Lho dato
ef nocapadion , Eha been fidi seeldunce, #fiker tontissonily of e griginal por-
ghager,. or of o sliunon or sucesisivo sliooees of Ll wholes eaiaie o
turust Ehorels, snd that mo sech allonatlos bas Leen medo By asy bolder
thareol upifl afcr tha besal fide il | of #ieh hulibes 198 Oikd WDl e
viar ut the lesst,  And npsw the Minldor belug antislied Ly auck declasat e,
and ihe eurtldente of e Land Ageal =0 ha illetelet, o afhar jeopee llcar, of
s Tacte afornsnld; ibo Colominl Freassrer slall seecive gl asknowledge the
relanlaleg purchass-maney , aod s grasd of the fug-sbinple, Lal with rissres:
1hen of aly Elwerals wilel Ianik may contsle, shal] Lo gada ts o thow
riglaful owner: Frovided thof efbould such Inils have bess oceupled and lm-
provad miaforesnld, asd sheubl Isleraed ot Cha mate of fivo par copl. per snsuiy
win 1hee hielawes of tlho purchissemsenoy bo paid whthdn (ho salil three mosibs 1o
ke Unlsnlal Trusanree, the gaymond of ssck balance may be dofurrel do &
pried within these monilis Lo tho 1 of Jenonry then pext enming; snd
inay o su defaemail [Fain Yoar o year by gaxuoent of ppch interost during the
Nk marter of ek vear.  Ibat In defantt of (he aborn Fequleements, Ehe land
shiil revort tn Hor Majasty, sid L Habéo b be sedd of suetion, sod i depolt
shall be ferfuitod.
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