. /
°y
y »
E > g 9
9
L} . 2 o s
) L] 3 7
- " ” - > . ®
- * » 5
?- ) 2 & 2 o
8 . 5 L]
\ g UL e

| CHAPTER g

ALL IN THE yAY’S WORK ”

Th smﬁ’—Ofﬁce wg —The “Jjoor Funds” and its distribution
tale of woe— D’C o inspection rounds-Pe?uum

» THE staff at Zai a-g\oaJ:e:&- of the Distgict Com-
missioner, the District Clerk—an Indian gentleman
—his Indian asgistant, an Arab clerk and petition
writer, an Incﬂan,sub-aésistant surgeon, Mahomed=

V thl‘i Somal interpreter, Buralli, or Buralleh, the sub®

snspector of police—also a Somal—an Indian
superintendent of customs, and an Arab outdoor
'collector' of customs fees. There are hay a gozen *°
mounted police, thirty odd foot pohce, and a round
dozen or go of water phlice under an Arab jemadar.
Besides these we have maNy smaller fty, such ascéns
servancy ‘Sweepers, messerntens, a lamplighter, etc.,
etc. Tie Akils’I have alrea spoken of. The foot
palice supply or furnigh a guard for® the jail, which’is
under the care of the jail-master, an ex-slave’s .=
There is also a Kathi, or native magistrats, and
an Arab schoolmaster. Further, we boast quite a
‘number of pen,smnefs amongst whom are the keeper,
. of th he*h’s tomb, and’ F sxja;lah Alone,2an od |
Soudanese jerhadar who gaccompalﬁd\Gordon from
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P2
service
eble, and,

Egypt to Zella, and subsequent,ly too!
this cour}(rx Ferjallah is very old and A\
,3s regards Giordon, ‘most dlsappm] ing, Tq him
Gcrdon is “ Gordon,” the greatest oldi that ever
was. “ What more than that do’yqu want to Know

about him,” says Ferjall

The D.C.’s oﬂic,e com%es the wotk of trcasy ry,
cqurt-tpuse, post office numst,y‘!non tax cof{ec-
,tion, and_every other pou.&.,;yﬁsk »f the town and,

district. It keeps an eye on trade, customs, shipping
—such as there is (mostly dhows)—gpolice, prisons,

“golifical and other situations. Fgr dll of these the

Districs Commissioner is directly responsible to
His Excellency the Governor of Somaliland. Iw
addition he takes an interest in social matters, and

° may even besides being sole guardian and presiding

angel of the * Poor Fund,” be called upon to assume
the duties of food controller/ Strangely epough he
is noh overworked :

week. | Since my arrivﬂ here I hdve a.rrar‘xged on
that morning that all the poor, people seekmg relief

~chall .come to the office. Such an, a.rra.nge;nent is

looked, upon by the scallywags of the town as being
tantamount to an invitation to parade with the
paupers. Not only the scallywags Yt sha.;ne/less
 old meyw: and women of independent means thke the
opportumty—trut'.mg to luck or an oversxght on my
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N\ there{ twistgd limbs and pathetic eyes .wouV

g IN RHE D? V K”'.’Zs

p&rt—to lite* upe with the drowgd and beg for a
four-anna lr(, somethmg for noghing is aL ] yorth
acquwing. \Budthere is such & collectign of cripples,,
,and genu ¥ mhsakins ” (poor people), well known
“to the pohce‘ angl teady to eat up our slender fund,
that the impbstors stand, little chance of getting
any hing. o! course, thq first thing to be done is
to weed out theby latterygentry and send tRem gff

Svith a word or Swaof ddiseeuragement. Then the,

people who have friends, or whose sections belong
to the district, gare separated from the absolutely
friendless.  The, former are assisted to make*
representations to their people of their magessity.
Caravans from the interior are approached and asked
to help their tribal brethren. The bush Somals, if

\they haVe any money, often respond ? sugh an *
P

appeal, giving their dole with a pious ‘hope at the
back of their minds tAt “ Rubbama ™ will book it
up against them for the M\ure good df their souls® »

And J® people who left are cripples, some
of whom crawl bn all fours\Mrail bept old men and
wenfen, defonned Ghildren, the® sight of whdse

wring the last sixpence from .anyone but a hard-
hearted D.C., who i»so used to looking at and seeing
these things.y Améngst these people we endeavoug

to diviNe, as.fauly as possxt:le Jhe moneys of gur 3

. ' God.
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» fund. Four annag, urpence, wall fid hos€” empty
‘ stomach; fgr at least, one day, and with 5 for two.
5 > ,One nged have no fear that the m ney will go in
. " drink; such things are not done Heref When our
fund is all gone we have a “ whip-youpd ” amongst’
4 . the merchpnts of the town, who are! according to
° their means, a very charitz‘ble lot. Hdéman nature is
- : hgman’nature all the worldivas, yté who knows but
o o ,that the D.C. secretly moteM a_gen@rous donor as a
¢ man to be helped when the occasion arises. Some
» of the subscriptions are consequegptly very large;
"e);en as much as two or threg fupees.  Here,
amongi;t these simple people, one realises th’lt the N\
Lord loveth a cheerful giver; provided, of coursep
B that he is an “ aggressively” cheerful giver—
*? otherwise~ye might be overlooked. ' P
: Unlike other parts of Africa life in Somalilandis ~
very hard for the poor and ghdigent, but js not, of
£ coflrse, compardble with 1€ in Europe. Here, on
the coast, no one is eyeg/cold. The scan‘hest rags
” suffice for clothjng, and’ the sand miakes a comfort-
able bed. Poor though many pf the people arexhgy
f:’ 4 \Nl nof see a man die of starvation upless byihelpmq
» him they are going: to suffer themselves. It is
necessary to remember that o ultra-humane, or
/ y axcessively sensitive, race could 'hope,to suryjve in

7

e’ ,this cotntry. But, there are always to, be found
3 qpcople who setyc be. perfectly mcapable of taking
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“ ALL IN'THE DAY’S wi)RK ” ’27 »

dare o'f therxrselv‘ts, just as there-are people who are
incapable of doing anything else.

The other tlay a poor tiréd womm d}gssed in,
, rags, and rdrrying a child on her.back, complatned
" that she hac tramped the interior in a futile attempt
to beg assisthnce for her child, and blipd husband
who was present in court.) This old rascal then took
up the tale of V;LF eHe/ had a brother in tlie town,

. he said, who was prfecdy-well able to support him,

and he hoped the D.C. would put the matter to the
brother withous delay.

'y ngt about the woman,” I asked. “I heax voll
have divorced her.” i oy 5
> “VYes, I have divorced her, but she is looking after

me as I am blind.”

3“ And is this your child? ” I asked. » - ?

“ Yes,” replied the old man who was not really
blmd =
“ Well, wesshall send 5 your brother, and méaa-
whlle as the woman is car\ ym,g this child and is tired
out, you can hive a rupee 'to buy food.”
- The couple then left the court.’
The}ollowmg day the woman reappeared to cors=
plain she wao starving and tired out. s
“ ve carried thig child for hundreds of miles. 1
ams i mother, bht Im so tired I can’t carry it

> 18

any m re—-never again.” & 2
“ But you had a rupee yesterdas: to buy food.”
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A STREET IN ZEILA.
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“ Did you expect,me to get anything 0u’t of that?”
she said. “.I am used to getting nothing, . The man

took th(-:"rupac and sgent it on hims; &g ;

We sent at once for the man. gurr nough he
had given the woman nothing at all., Shé had been :
divorced, he said, and was entitled toTothing from
him. 3 : ),

 So—very well—if that,is yous £xplanation you
can look after yourself in-{uthre. & Your brother who |
can afford to do so will pay the woman a few rupees
each month for the maintenance of your child. As
fog.wou, make your own arrangemgnts.”

‘And 90 it was. J

But to return to the day’s work. We are early>
risers, and six o’clock every morning finds the people
astir. ,After a cup of tea I commence the’day by
walking round the town. Just now we have an
Indian superintendent of pu,}viic works engaged in
repairing buildings, and trifisforming an old policer
lines into a hospital. s There is a sum of money
allotted for the completion of each piéce of work, and
this amount must’ on no account be exceeded” It

** wshoves one to keep both eyes open,that th?’s latter

provisc:is not lost sight of.  From the saperintendent
I wander through the streets and note that the
sweepers are doing their work in J:eepirz) the
town clian. If the eavironments of ahoise are

found to be in a fithy state—this happens seldom—
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I*just Say “<Tell, the owner to cpme to the office.”
This means that he is « Jfor it ”, later on Jit the day
We do not ‘argue about such *matters 3n th\ street

I genera!l visit the pier last of all, and anxnously
“look to sec*i the sea is attacking its foundations in
any way. Tlle D.C. is responsible for the pier, and

' thére is always something going wrong with it. At

present one Ind.lan merchant has several thousand

Jbags of salt staekeéch at one end, and I am in terror‘

that this great weight will cause the foundations to
collapse. Whes interviewed the merchant is always
trying to do sémejhing about it, and something else
isprevenzing him from doing it. He is undefeatablé.
ol can only hope that when a big sea comes it will

wash away the salt without doing any further damage.
Breakfast time comes at eight or eightythirty » >

o'clock, and at nine, sometimes earlier, one is in the
office. First of all thé cases come ofi. Divorce and
matrimonial affairs are, asga rule, after a prelinginary
hearmg, sent to the Kathi; hut the aftermath of all
such cases, such as the failure to pay, mehr, or main-
tcm:mce. is always cleared up by "the. poor DXC.
Other % Lcases gre of a great variety, comprising
polmcal civil, and criminal .matters. Thgre are
also many petitiong. Probably the contractor who
controls the.meat &arket complains that he cannot

: carry an any longer unles the Hues payable by b h1m

to government are reduced. *He is really the market”

)
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master, and recpups hlmself Jor ¢he ekpenst's

mcu:red "b,y charging the butchers a small fee for

= » §ach afmal. killed #hd sold. This man makes as

much fuss over the small fee he is cal)eﬂ on to pay

as if it were millions of rupeés jin Ad of tens.

Therefore, we must check the animz{s s]aughtered

daily, over a given period, to enable us to compare

hjs receipts with the fees we aollect plus his other

»  expendityre. We do not takeehiss word ; we send,
our own man to collect these figures.

Then there are other petmons #»One such from

2 ’the daughter of a deceased pensiofer, describing

herself@s a lone woman, lies before me as I write.

“1 am a poor orphan and have no one to turn to bu®

God and your honour; I pray that you will assist
me and I will always pray for your long’life and,

L

prosperity.” Rather overwhelming, but one reads
that sort of thing without a.quiver of the eyelid.
Heresis my note under the petition: &° Petitioner is

7 a good character; the daughter of a sepoy who
. accompanied Ferjallah *Alone on General Gordon’s
escort from - Egyp’c to Zeila. She makes a hvxr&; by
selling "cakes of bread in the bazaar,”

The, petitions attended to, the District Clerk calls
for some attention. The cusioms receipts have
arrived and must be checked and' ockgd away in the
safe A receipt is,then signed for the ammgnt and
" the peon goes off. After this, if the cases are

Ty
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fiMShed- mlscellan,eous work is attended to, such as
the issding of passes to natlvcs desuous oi v1sx;mg

Aden or otifer places; the sestlmg of ,iappl Qanons r

for leave fwom police and other matters. In the
afterhodn (‘bn'eseondence is attended to, and last
of all the balan¥e shown in the cash book is compared
with the cash actually in the safe. If the two
amounts agree€’ I sign,the cash baok. * The last day
of the month is pdysday, and as I dole the wwcs
out, an old man, who lives like a hermit on all other
days at Sheikh gmar’s tomb near my house, comes
to the window sgrating and literally howls for pice. »
I shall never give that old humbug a pie. , , ;
» After office hours one inspects the jail and arranges
for the release of time-expired prisoners. We have
fo long sentence men so this happens frequgntly.
Afferwards a long walk or a game of hockey or foot-
ball: then home, a bath; dinner, and a lonely evening.
To-night T ogeupied myself by writing this yerys
imperfect account of how ‘the, days are filled. Of
the case} one tries more anom.
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