. !;. .0 ao. 3 SN :. .. A i
: S.UN] S‘AND AND SOMA
. I CHEPTER I /’

= Earlyfihistory-eSlawe trade—Gen. Gcrdon—Sopali tribes. 5

ZeLa i} a port on the British Somaliland coast. It
lies sofpe twepty-eight miles South of the French
pert © Djib'our", and is one hundred and seventy
qmiles Morth-East of the Abyssinian towa of Harrar.
® Little is known of its history, but here is the story

>

of the “ oldest inhabitant ” for what it is worth. In -

essential details it is fairly accurate.  * o
Sheikh Sa’du-d-din was the first Arab of impor-
tance @ visit the place. He occupied the island
=mnamed after®him, situated a few nfiles North of the
presgt town. There he built stone houses, and a
large tank to preserve and store theyrain waofler.  The

#1%nd oS 2 dréary, waterless waste of -sand, so’what _

moreenatural sthan that the good man, whe was a
strict Mahomedan and a great warrior, fhcﬂxld vary
the monotony of &istence by crossing to the main-
land to ra®l and® convert the heathen Galla, who

ek gr;zai their herds in the.vidﬁiw'of the present tywn.

The Pheikhe married alx' Wontan from the Dowa
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people w o lived  hetween the D:n kils and the
Abyssinis a3, 'When he was killed his\ progeny
found 11 eir wav back to their mothers,tcf\ n, where
their ‘descendants are still to be found. Jhis town
of Dowa or Daoua)has, according to, 171y informant,
a Nenstom or law that forbids any urmarried
Mahon'edan man to sleep within its) precipets fgr
even onhmght Immediately onar; Val the tranger
is provnded with a wife, who remsins with}him as

>

may take neither wife nor children away.
« For many years after the Shelkh’s death\ng ope
knows what happened, but it would appehr that
Arab traders began regularly to visit the Somali
coast, where they carried on a lucrative trade by
exchanging grain and cloth for coffee, ivory, and

other products, brought in from the high coum:y 2

round Harrar. At first these Arabs did nqt make

theio homes on the coast, but returned 2t the end of -

every season to Arabia., Probably the first résidents
at Zeila) were renegade Arabs, gtilty of some
unpurged offence in' their own copntry; to Wthh tity
were afrdid to return. When the other traders went
away these men built, huts and settled down. As
nothing bappened to them, and>they probably did
vary well, their more honest brettren f&8llowed thsir
example ‘n taking up their’ permanent resxdeqce on >
the coast. In this waybegan the tawn of |Zeila.
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'I'he;ﬁrst m'aszov.qnor, “headman ” whuld be -
a more cort;:ct itle, kn'own to my ingo;rﬁa*\;t,-was

calleds Syyeqd. -He cannot remtmber his full vame,, =

7 'Syygd'it wfs who built a wall aropnd the town for gr

# purposes of dsfgnte, and his great-grandson, a,

carpenter by profession, lives in Zeila to-day. Gne . &

finaday there ¢age to Syyed the Governor, a Sémal,
by, name Sharmatki@Ali, to report his arri\ffl ard
intention {{of rel®evisg the former of his, arduous, > :

g duties. “They were very casual in those days, and

as this wi's the §rst Syyed had heard of Sharmarki 5
> _‘Ali he c:frted'hirgself with such success to preeure;’

0 ® SharmarKi’s departure that the latter fourd it most
*®expedient to revisit Hodeida, from which port he had ‘
come, on urgent private affairs. X :

_These attended to—they included the fitting out >’ 3
| f a force of fifty Somals, armed with muzzle loading >
guns and two cannon—Sharmarki chartered two
Shows and refurned with his army to Zeila. #This
time nqthing would induce him to go away. There
was a violent afgument which Sharmarki seftled by >
loading up his two cagnon to the muzzle with powder
and sagd and firing them close to the walls of the i
town. Syyed and his followers, who hads never

heard anything like the tremendous explosions made 2

by ¢hese guss in their lives before, became afraid
> and Tay away. b ) TS
Sharma tki ’entpred the town in>triumph, assumed\
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the go ernorship.» made overtul;ss' td the friendly

dlSp:iSl tr;bes in the surrounding \Istﬂ‘t and was

= comfirtably lmmg His pockets when hiptory smade
an‘dngemems to, repeat itself. The (r

» Hodeida, ever short of cash, V«a,s'bnbed By. one

Abubakr Jbrahim Shebani, nowadays better known

as Ajubakr Basha, a Danakil, to fg him ount wis'h a

small prce of good soldiers which4vould be unlikgly

o ,to run awyay from a big noisezsfo? the gurpose of

taking Zeila. | Without doubt the Gopernor of

Hodeida considered he was leasing Zeilp by con-

'tracs, as he was quite eititled, to® do. | Abubakr

Basha,convinced Sharmarki Ali that for h& health’s

sake he required a change of air, and was left in

--=>  charge of the town. This he proceeded to exploit

" in much* the same way that all his advcnturcr-

predecessors had done.

The next person of importance to put in an
-appearance catme with no less tha? five hundrel
soldiers and ten casnon. He was an Egyptian
Basha2and proceeded 1o take charde of Zeila in the
hame of his government. He called in alf* the
Somal’headmen with their followers from thqdlstrlct
and as oy of these as arrived hes placed under
restraint? setting them to bmld a stone pier, which
4s still standing, though much m!prove‘j upon., sLhe

| townsmen were a.l§o’(orced to assist in, this Work
__Even Abubakr Basha was emplpyed I carrying
- 0

overnor of
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stones.” Thewpi .comPIetedafor;gow den hshed
also a'customsI)use were corLstructed, L35,

mtenor paticularly with the town of Harrar,"which
‘now ‘sent lvory‘ coffee, and slaves in exchange for »
the commodities it required, and which wege prosur-
abl§ at Zeila frqm the many merchants who were
beginning to set& there. & / =

. , Having orgamised affairs at Zeila the Basha, »
marched inland to Gildessa with three hundred
soldiers. My informant says he went there to make

* friends wich the Galla ‘Anyway, after he had heen »

-— gone threb months a large steamer landed ene thou-
eand Egyptian soldiers at Zeila. These troops
marched up country and joined the Basha. He

Y then attdcked the Galla. The latter's losses gvere *°
heavy, but the Egyptians’ could have been none too
light as they were obliged to send for a reinforce-
=ent of five hundred men. Fighting continued f®re
some mohths ere the Basha weached and captured
his ob]ectxve Harrar. It is stated jthat affer his
arrwal i in this town hg sent for the Amu of Harrar
and cau;ed him tp be secretly put to death by having
his neck brokea. But the Gallas found out all&bout
it and were so exasporated that hardly a day passed
withgug one ofghe Egypnan soldiers being murdered.»

+ o To’pyt ap end to such a‘stase gf affairs the Basha
ordered twag hundred Galla prisoners to be nailed ~
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g to, the gJround, caugifix fashxgn @errsome bf these
Poos, v, étqhes boiling water was Eour-ed then, if
ready Yead, ttey were killed, .théir heads cut
» *  offand these hung by the ears to a la:ge tree, which,
\I am given to understand, survjyes to tElS day’
" . outside Harrar. And here ends the story as related

Nt 5 to me by the old man of Zeila. . ip
4 Me%snwhlle Abubakr Basha pad*been emp10\0(1 by
’ » , the Egyptians as headman of Z&ila, and when they
evacuated the East coast, and the British established
Se themselves in their stead in 1884, Abubakr was still
3 hvmg in the town, but’ died, sdon aftgrwards.
Shortly before the evacuation General Gordon passcd‘
through the town on his way to Harrar. He mado
N »» a great impression on the people, and is well
remgmbered by the - older people, whd take a
special delight i in pointing out the house where hé

stayed.

» 20§ course the first thing the British thourrht of wos
the suppression of the “slave trade, and Qhe\ took
) very t‘\orough steps to this end. Tn its plaae they
‘bhilt up a trade tn cloth and patural prOdU( ts,ougtil,
undej’their regime, Zeila reached the pmnacle of its
prosperity. Had this trade not been,with Abyssinia
she would have remained prosperous, but, being so,
sother influences crept in and® Zeily went jupder.
. After the Egyptians werit away Harrar wag Handed
,overto the Amir-Abdfillahai who was regponsible, in
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I§86, f.or :J‘E'maskacrsbof seven talian, geatlemen
with their sgrvants, members of an Jtalian com-
mercial and\scmntlﬁc expedition to Alyssinip. In
1887 Menelik marched on Harrar,”met and put to
flight the forces of the Amir some eight miles outside
the‘town, which has remained in Abyssinian hands
evegsince. In 1888 the French landed at proutl
~ and the fate of ZRila>was sealed. By const-icting

. 3 railway to Dire* Ddonwa—row completec close to

Adas Ababa—they captured the bulk of the Zeila
trade, which rermms in their hands until, perhaps,

again to Zeila all she has lost.

® The inhabitants are called Zeilawi, and are a
mixed race of Arabs, Gallas, Abyssinians, Somals,
a}lak\ls Soudanese, and others. They live by
trade, but are gradually falling, like their houses,
into decay. Related by marriage to the Somal

siderablg ifluence over them,%nd lucky is he who

" in the old palmy days invested somz of histrade

pro#itS in cattle, handing them over to his relatlons-

at-law tos be taken care of. d
The first representative of our government Was a

consular agent appdipted by the government of

s Indw. «He bt a fart—-now in ruins—widened the °

| pier, and made many other inipravements. ‘Wates

} had to be carried from the wells o il‘ okusha, three

. > %2 » \.
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* some day the Spin of fortune’s wheel may render,:

:ii tribes outside the town they have naturally a don-’
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* continually on th nhve;/ He is as well placed as
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The govei mentptlly‘\es the system roughl.y thus:
In Somalil .d stead of giving a man.,s " address

you state (zj\histribe, (4) his ttibal seotlon (¢) his, -,

sub-section, (@) his 7e7 if necessary. » If he is wanted
at court a bxladler js Sent to fetch him; with the above
mformatlon concerning his tribal history na, difficulty
will \be experiénged in hmg him, although the
Somals are the Ynost nomadic of peoplef and

Private Brown, of No. 1 Company, 1st Battalion,
fortieth Regimens of General Green’s army in the

* XY Z campaigh. ,Sometimes instead of sending a_*

biladier to call him a wanted man’s Akilomay be
cxdered to produce him.

He may, or may not, refuse to accompany the
Bdadxer *The Akil may, or may not, produce him,
but that does not affect the idea of the system which
is quite soynd in theory dud as satlsfactory in practice
asomay be expected in a Wild country like Sorsalt-»
land. A iladier is a man\employed as a special
constable on_any odd job. *When sent intp the
diswict to call a man he is given a red tlcket stamped
with the .zourt seal as a badge of authority, ardd the
meaning of this all Somals know. A man refaxsing
to accompany him is nearly always caught in the
long xup; ofteq wheh visiting the town in the belief ,

« that thed affair has been forgsften and thab he js

. .. . ®q o

safe; and, in addition to the matter%:as originally
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