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INTRODUCTION 2

AFmICA i§ gradﬁa’lly becoming so givilised that ghere
are few places leftwhere the adventurer (the man
* who holds a humAn ffe as cheaply as the sportsman> °
holds that of a wild pheasant) may hepe to flourish.
But for such ap individual there remains on the
Easternt Abyss’inign border a territory, difficuit to,.
penetrate) inhabited by wild warlike tribes] through
“whom can be carried out a policy of murder and
rapine against the peaceful native tribes under
§;itish protection. And on the Abyssinian bonders
you may find him, ever ready to. organise a wild
raid South or East (or West for that matter) into
the administered territories of the British, whose®
sentme!routposts are ever waﬂ:hmg and waxtmg to
turn him from his prey. Of the, tubes mha.bltmg
thid'w wild porder-land { have selected from many but
one to speak of=-the Somali of British Somaliland.
The Somalt has deeply religious tendencné’s and
is the stoutest, of Mussulmans. In addition to the
Mahgmedan lode Which he obeys implicitly, he had
F g comﬁhcated tribal code of l‘ms own. H2 knows o
: much, ax:d practises what hse khows of the old Jewish
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"and Bibllica.l Jhygieaic laws. | Hle sécogmLs the right
of man > o, slay, pravxdmg he pays—&ne hu dred

3 : | camels for a>man, fifty for a womar. ~ Ijhe & \zmah
regpects a woman, and reverences chastuy

', The Somali wanders afar. Yr,)u will ﬁnd him
\;Dr‘(mg 2s deck hand, fireman, or steward, on all
the great liners {rading to the East’ I kiow'ef a
°oma.11 tobacconist in Cardiff, 4 domali mechanic in

of whom spepks French, English, and Italian
fluently. The Somali considers that British magis-

‘trates are appointed to his 'countr)y s’o]ely to’relieve,
the manatony of his life, and he pesters tileirs with

all kinds of cases, both petty and intricate.
y The Somali in his own country is conservative.
" He bas little time for men not of his own rage,
4 excepting perhaps the Arab Mullahs, a few of whom
) wander amongst his people teachma the great
b BT * Mchomedan *truths.” He is never internally at
rest. His tribe is divided into sections, sub-sections
and clans, and, the ctans are for ever. dnsagreemcr
: amongst themselves. The sub-sections then Inter-
fere, and it may so happen that quarrels eatend to
2 .. the séctions If these are not settled the result
’ may be much bloodshed. But,it is always here that
. the British admlmstranon stéps in,’ and 1o it
» nswadaps the Sqmal’n turns to settle  his dbmestit

affairs when they’get beyond his, ;zontrol’.
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New York and a Somali trader in’Bombay, the latter,
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>In 1920/'1 v!.q pgmleged to, take pa:t i they
succes: sful operatxons carried qut agamst that great
adve >, Hassan Abdullah, the Mad Mullah and
with h1m hese pages end. They,portray only)the
human sifle of life on a wild African outpost, a.nd,r
descnbe he men and incidents recorded exactl\/ds
1 bave séen them, and as they have occurred For
fyller in yrmation, I, refer the reader to the officjal
>, reports and theowosks of more conventionaf writers.
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