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March 12, 1848: . . . Thus occur historical perplexities and the
errors and untruths which crowd all history. I have always said
that it is nothing but a series of comventional facts. There is no
absolute truth in history; mankind arrives at probable results
and conclusions in the best way it can, and by collecting and
comparing evidence it settles down its ideas and its beliefs to
certain chain and course of events which it accepts as certain,
and deals with as if it were, because it must settle somewhere
and on something, and because a tolerable prima facie and
probable case is presented.
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