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. CHAPTER 1

. INTRODUCTION

In these days, characterised as they are, by wonderful
scientific discoveriesy one is apt to ridicule the patient
efforts of the alchemists in their search for the mysteri-
ous and elusive substance, the Elixir or Philosopher’s
Stone, which 6nce found, they believed, would enable
them to transmute base metals into gold and silver.
With the advance of civilisation, the aims of the
scientist have become the pursuit of truth and the
unravelling of Nature’s secrets. The multiplicity of
problems which have stimulated research during the
last century has resulted in an extensive widening of
our chemical knowledge. Much awaits solution.
As the following pages show this increased knowledge
is beginning to have a profound effect on almost
every phase of human activity. It has, however,
made human society much more unsafe. Every effort
must be made to ensure that civilisation is indeed
advancing in the hope that chemistry will not be
prostituted into the service of Armageddon. Many
a subject, which a few years ago was merely one of
scientific intergst, is now the basis of a new chemical
industry. ’

With his improved analytical methods the chemist
is guarding the health of humanity. Food adulterants
and infpurities, and the poisons employed by
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production of fertilisers. It has had 2 marked nfla-
ence on the modern means of housing, transport, and
ofmminmmga_ndhthepto&xﬁonandmic

future generations.

In the following pages the author has attempted to
show the importance of chemistry in modern cvilisa-
tion. We are living in a2 period of chemical evolution.
Even industries that were originally developed on

pelled to give increasing attention to the chemist.



