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Professor Dr.Wichit Srisa-an is a co-founder of the Nationat Synchrotron
Research Center. In conducting the faasibllity study for setling up the synchrotron
center in Thalland, he together with other Thal scientists wvisited synchrotron
research centers In various countries. He drafted and proposed the plan of 3etting
Up the center to “he cabinet. On the 5" March 1996, the cabinet resolved to
esiablish the National Synchrotiron Research Canter

Professar Dr. Wichit Srisa—an in the capacity of the Rector of Suranaree
University of Tachnology gave an approval allowing the Center to be built on the
uriversity campus at “Techno-Thani™ In addition, he also approved the involvement
of the university’s staff and researchers in managing ang constructing the
synchrotren radiation sourcs.
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AAQU XV CONFERENCE
NEW DELHI, 27-23 FEBRUARY 2002
MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD:
CITATION FOR PROFESSOR DR. WICHIT SRISA-AN

Professor Dr. Wichit Srisa-an was born on 22 Decemper 1834 in
Chachoengsao, Thailand  After completing his undergraduste studies at
Chulalongkorn University, he went to tne University of Minnesota, USA, wherg

he completed his Master’s degree in 1884 and Ph.D. in Educational Adminis~

tration in 1867. He then returned to his homealand and over the next 30 years |

served his country wih great distinction as a scholar, educational adminstrator
and University President.

Equality in educational opportunity and 2ccess to higher education have
always been issues close to Prof. Wichit’s heart and have consumed much of
his energy during his working life. It was its potential for addressing the problem
of limited opportunities, particularly at the tertiary level, that drew nim to distance
aducation in the early 1970s while ne was serving at Chulalongkorn University,
an alite conventional institution. He was instrumental in creating the blueprint for
the development of distance education in Thalland and played a pivotal role ir
setting up the country’s first and only dedicated open university - Sukhothal
Thammathirat Open University — which he served as founding Rector for 10
yvears. He then moved on 1o new challenges. Cver the next 20 years, FProf.
Wichit held senior postiions in the civil service and universities, often concur—
rently. During this period, he was Recior of two more universites while serving
as the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of University Affairs

At the regional and international lavel, Prof. Wichit played a major role

n estabiishing the Asian Associaiion of Open Universites (AAOUY and served
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as its founding President in 1987, During the mid 1990s, while serving as the
President of Suranaree University of Technology, he aiso founded the Associa—
tior of Universities of Asia and the Pacific (AUAP) and served as its President

for & number of years.

For his distinguished services to education and his country, Prof. Wichit
has received numerous awards from the Roval Thai Government Hig decora-—
tions include Knight Grand Cordon (Special Classj of the Mosl Exalted Order of
the White Elephant and the Knight Grand Cordon (Special Class) of the Most
MNoble Order of the Crown of Thalland. He was also awarded the Grand
Decoration of Honour in Gold with Star from the Republic of Austria. In addition,
ne has received Honorary Doctorates from live Universities including
Ramkamhaeng University, Thailand (1881}, the UK Open University (1986)
and Andhra Pradesh Open University, India (1991




