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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY

THE HONORARY DEGREE OF

DOCTOR OF THE UNIVERSITY

HAS BEEN AWARDED TO

Wichit Srisa-Amn.
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OUTSTANDING
ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD

Wichit Srisa-an

Distinguished graduate of the University of Minnesota

Deputy permanent secretary, Mﬂmmm

for managing and developing Thailand’s higher education

Founding rector of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, wﬂdlhal
made postsecondary education accessible to people in rural areas

Innovative educator, mwuwamm
by using v mmwammdm

Internationally respected leader in the field of higher education

The regents of the University of Minnesola, as an

W«ﬂhmmamam
attainment, present this Quistanding

Achievement Award on May 6, 1986.
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ORATION FOR PROFESSOR DR. WICHIT SRISA-AN
ON THE OCCASION OF THE AWARD TO HIM OF AN
HONORARY DOCTORATE
QF THE U.K. OPEN UNIVERSITY
Presented by PROFESSOR RALPH C. SMITH,

19™ April, 1986

Vice-Chancellor, ladies and gentlemen, there stands before you
today a man who is a giant in the educational world of Asia. He is Profes-
sor Dr.Wichit Srisa-an wha is Rector of the Sukhothai Thammathirat Open
University in Thailand. We honour him today especially because of his
contribution to the world of distance learning but also for other achieve-

ments and it is my pleasant duty to describe these to you

Let me start with the S.T.O.U. (I happily use the initials rather
than the full name). Thailand is a country with a population slightly less
than our own. Each year there are about 80,000 students in conventional
universities. But in the S.T.O.U. there were 177,000 students registered on
undergraduate courses. That is about 2 times the number in other univer-
gities in comparison with Britain where the Open University has about
one-sixth of the student numbers in other universities. So S T.O.U. is the

core of higher education in Thailand. It has a national study centre net-

Professor Ralph C. Smith is a member of the Academic Senate and Director of

International Activity, the Open University.




work. It graduates in excess of 10,000 students each year so the Rector is
well familiar with ceremonies such as this one though they are much
larger affairs, as I learned at lunch they last two weeks. In fact, Vice-
Chancellor, it is a great pity that we cannot embellish our degree ceremo-
nies with some of the media we use in the teaching. There is an excellent
short film of the Thai Open University which will be shown in an Open
Lecture given by Dr. Wichit at Walton Hall next Tuesday morning and if
some of the audience here today were able to come they would be very
welcome. It shows clearly the achievements made by Dr. Wichit and his
team since the first students were admitted in 1980. And it starts with a
degree ceremony at which the King of Thailand awarded the degrees. (As
Britishers you will be pleased to know he arrived in a Rolls Royce). It also
shows a magnificent campus at Bangkok, students at work in study cen-
tres and at summer school and, apart from the climate and the culture,
you would not have much difficulty recognising the educational pattern.
Perhaps the Open University Students Association should think of some

exchanges!

There 1s national broadcasting too and you will be interested to
know that the S.T.0.U. manages to keep prime time, 18.30-20.00 each day
for its own TV broadcasts. Thus, under Dr. Wichit's dynamic leadership,
S.T.0.U. is in the forefront of the application of modern mass media tech-
nology and has been designated by UNESCO as the lead institution for

distance education in Asia and the Pacific.

You know, when preparing for an oration such as this, [ find it
extremely interesting to look behind the scenes for episodes which point
to the development of the character of the individual. Through some intel-

ligence gathering I have found two such examples.
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First his early interest in home-based learning-as a child, Dr. Wichit,
lived the opposite side of the river from his school to be. Rivers, I might
add, are rather bigger in Thailand than in England. His parents insisted
that until he was capable of crossing the river by himself, he could not go
to school but would be taught by his father. Whether he liked the teaching
of his father or whether the river crossing was really tricky, [ know not, but
it took him two whole years to go to school. But when he got there, it was
found that his home study had put him so much in advance of his school
colleagues at the age of 9 that he was given some responsibility for teach-
ing his classmates. So self reliance and also an ability to teach became
second nature to him. I am also told that he uses his stern appearance to
advantage. At his first formal teaching practice he told his class ‘Don’t be
afraid of me. Though I look like one of the stone sculptures on Angor Wat

I am not really that hard-faced’. So, graduates, you can relax and so can [!

In the educational system of Thailand, Vice-Chancellor, or Rec-
tors, undertake other responsibilities as well. Dr. Wichit has several, but
prominent amongst these is the holding of the post of Deputy Permanent
Secretary at the Ministry of University Affairs which he has done since
1974. I am not sure, Vice-Chancellor, how much you would like to have, in
addition to your day-to-day responsibilities as executive head of the UK.O.U.,
a direct responsibility to Sir Keith Joseph for other universities, but
Dr. Wichit, in this other capacity, has acted as a ‘trouble shooter’ in a
number of campus crises at state and private institutions of higher learn-
ing and has invariably found acceptable solutions to the problems. But it
is not only in higher education that he has solved such problems he has
been Chairman of what I can best describe as Thailand’s A.C.A.5. and is

Chairman or a member of 16 other national or international committees.




Perhaps we should ask him to come and solve our own school crises here

in Britain.

As a dedicated lifelong educator with a concern for the welfare of
the general public, he has also initiated the setting up of an crganization
to sponsor bright but impoverished children to enable them to receive
higher education in the field of their choice and he participates actively in
rural community and youth projects. And so we honour him for a wider

responsibility in educational developments in Thailand.

Then there is his scholarly activity. He took his higher degrees in
Thailand and the U.S.A. Since then he has written over 50 articles and
papers. He still finds time to be a Professor at another campus university
in Thailand and is recognised internationally in that he is often invited to

lecture at conferences and seminars abroad.

One final point, Thailand, has its own equivalent of New Year's
Honours lists with ‘Commanders’ and ‘Knights' rather like ours. Dr.Wichit
has several of these but I thought that the one most likely to conjure up in
our eyes a picture of the country from whence he comes is Knight Com-
mander of the Most Exalted Order of the White Elephant. I did wonder

whether I should refer to him as 'Sir'l

And so, Vice-Chancellor, you have befcre you here today a man
who has scholarly distinction; has fine achievements to his name in the
creation of an Open University; and, above all, who has translated a con-
cern for educational opportunities for the young and the adult into realities
in several fields. I therefore have great pleasure in presenting to you, by
the authority of the Senate, Professor Dr. Wichit Srisa-an for the award of

the Honorary degree of Doctor of the University
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William E. Gardner’s Remarks

Award Ceremony
University of Minnesota Outstanding

Achievement Award to

Dr. Wichit Srisa-an
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“The Regents of the University of Minnesota as a token of high

esteem and in recognition of noted professional attainment...”

These words preface the presentation of the University’'s highest
award to an alumnus, the Outstanding Achievement Award. All former
students and alumni of the University are eligible for the award, and al-
though no accurate count of the number of former students of the Univer-
sity is available, it is on the order of half a million. Another measure is that
approximately 300,000 degrees have been granted by the University of
Minnesota. After tonight, 782 persons will have received the Outstanding
Achieverment Award since it was established in June of 1948. This is .26
of one percent of all degree holders from this University. It is clear, there-
fore, that the Outstanding Achievement Award is given sparingly and to

a carefully selected few.

Dr. William E. Gardner is Professor and Dean of the College of Education, Univer-

sity of Minnesota
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The award is conferred upon alumni and former students of the
University who have gained distinction in “their chosen professional or
public service fields and have demonstrated achievement and leadership
on a community, state, national, or international level. Alumni who receive
the Outstanding Achievement Award are chosen by the University's Board
of Regents on the basis of recommendations by the University Honors

Committee.

Dr. Wichit Srisa-an is a worthy recipient. He is a native of and still
resides in Thailand, where he took his bachelor of arts and bachelor of
education degrees. He then came to the University of Minnesota where he
was awarded both the master pf arts (1964) and the doctor of philosophy
(1967), his major for both degrees being educational administration. Fol-
lowing his return to Thailand, he served as a professor of education at
Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok. Later, he was appointed to two
administrative posts in that University, Secretary General of the University
and Vice Rector for Development and Planning. He then moved to the
Ministry of University Affairs where he was Director of the University
Development Commission, an important planning position in that the Com-
mission over the years has developed and implemented a long-range plan
for higher education in Thailand. Within a year of assuming that director-
ship, he was appointed Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
University Affairs, a post he continues to hold. At the time of this appoint-
ment, he was just 40 years of age. His most recent appointment was as
Rector of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, another major post
he still holds. In addition to these career positions, he is a member of and
serves in a leadership capacity in several major educational agencies in

Thailand and Southeast Asia.
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Dr. Wichit's higher education role within the Thai government is
especially noteworthy. As noted, he has been Deputy Permanent Secre-
tary of the Ministry of University Affairs for more than a decade. This
Ministry has oversight and development responsibilities for all of higher
education, including the nation’s 14 major universities. Higher education
in Thailand has been expanding at an especially rapid rate; across the last
two decades, for example, enrollments in the residential universities went
from less than 50,000 to almost 250,000. Since the development and ex-
pansion of higher education has been an important part of all of Thailand’s
recent five year development plans, Dr. Wichit's position is an extremely
important one because he stands astride both the management and ad-
ministration of higher education and the developmental aspects of the
system. His contribution to the higher education system of Thailand through

that role have been profound.

But his major accomplishment clearly is the conceptualization and
the implementation of a new university, one which has had amazing
impact in Thailand and significant influence throughout Southeast Asia.
Thailand is a developing nation which recognizes the need for broad ac-
cess to higher education for its citizens. The contributions of the older
formal universities to the nation’s development plans had been significant
but scmewhat circumscribed. Both cost and tradition impeded the growth
of contributions to the nation from the residential universities. The need
was clear for a larger percentage of the people away from the major popu-
lation centers to engage in higher education. Ramkhamhaeng, an “open”
university, had been established in 1970 to allow easier access to higher
education, but this University was located in Bangkok and did not deliver

courses or programs in nonformal ways.
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What was needed was a bold new concept which would make
higher education more easily available to the people of the countryside.
Dr.Wichit took the leadership in adapting the concept of “distance
education” to his country. This is the idea that various forms of media can
be employed to transmit courses and programs to people who live some
distance from the source of the instruction. The basic strategy was to
develop courses using several different media (texts, broadcast TV, audio-
tapes, and so on) and to provide a nationwide system of tutors to meet
with students at regular intervals. Over a relatively short period of time,
progarms and majors were delivered and a new nonformal system of
education was implemented which now serves more than 350,000

students. Dr. Wichit was the driving force in creating this University.

Although Dr.Wichit’s major contributions have come in the
administration of higher educaticn, he has nonetheless been able to
contribute significantly to scholarship and professional service. He has
‘authored a number of texts and articles on educational issues and has
been both appointed and elected to a number of important positions in
professional organizations throughout Southeast Asia. His role in the
educational activities of the ASEAN group has been particularly notewor-

thy.

For all of these reasons, Dr. Wichit is awarded the Outstanding

Achievement Award. It is my deep honor to be able to present this award.
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Edward C. Pomeroy’s Remarks
The Presentation of the ICET Distinguished
Fellow Award to

Dr. Wichit Srisa-an
July 23, 1984
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Dr. Wichit Srisa-an has been widely recognized as a leading edu-
cator and scholar in academic and professicnal circles. He currently holds
the positions of Professor of Education Deputy Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry of University Affairs, and Founding Rector of Sukhothai Thammathirat
Open University, one of Thailand’s largest universities. He has done
outstanding work in the fields of teaching, research, and educational
administration. He had been lauded in Who's Who in Thailand as an
educational “Trouble Shooter” due to his numerous governmental appoint-
ments to intervene in administrative crises involving state universities.
In every such instance the matter has been resolved satisfactorily. He has
pioneered numerous innovations in educational circles, the most impor-
tant of which is the establishment of the first open university to employ
the distance teaching system in Southeast Asia. The success of this project

has led UNESCO to designate STOU as the Lead Institution of the Consor-

Dr. Edward C. Pomeroy was Past President of International Council on Education
for Teaching and Executive Director Emeritus of American Association of Colleges for Teacher

Education.
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tium on Innovations in Higher Education for Asia and the Pacific, and Dr.
Wichit was elected Chairman of the Consortium. In addition, Dr. Wichit
was one of the pioneers in the initiation of the highly successful joint
educational project known as the ASEAN Development Education Project
(ADEP). As a result of his activities in the field of international education,
Dr. Wichit was elected a Member of the Governing Board of the Regional
Institute of Higher Education and Development and Vice-President of ICET.
It is thus only fitting that Dr. Wichit Srisa-an, a leading educator with an
extremely important national and international role, should receive the
ICET Distinguished Fellow Award.
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