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Citation
in presenting
The Silver Conch Award
of the Public Relations Society of Thailand

to
Professor Dr. Wichit Srisa-an

As Outstanding Educational Administrator -
at Santi Maitree Building, Government House

19 February 1991

At 57 years of age (born on 22 December 1934), Dr. Wichit Srisa-
an received his Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Education from
Chulalongkorn University and Master and Doctoral degrees in Educa-
tional Administration from the University of Minnesota, U.S.A. He also
received a diploma from the National Defense College, honorary degrees
from Ramkhamhaeng University, Khon Kaen University, and the Open
University of England. He was honored as Distinguished Fellow from the
International Council on Education for Teaching (ICET) and given Out-
standing Achievements Award from the University of Minnesota. Cur-
rently, Dr. Wichit serves as the Permanent Secretary of University Affairs
and the acting rector of Suranaree University of Technology. Dr. Wichit
was the founding rector of Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University and
remained as the president of the university council of this university for a

period of time. He also serves as the President of Khon Kaen University

el




Council, member of Chulalongkorn University Council, member of
National Public Relations Committee, Senator, and Chairman of the

Senate Committee on Education and Culture.

Dr. Wichit Srisa-an, as the Permanent Secretary of University
Affairs, is widely recognized as a prominent scholar in higher education
who has devoted himself to the excellence in this field. He was the founder
of the Department of Higher Education in the Faculty of Education,
Chulalengkorn University for which he still serves as special professor
teaching graduate courses. As a pioneer in higher education, Dr. Wichit
has well understood the significance and value of public relations activi-
ties in education. At the time he was the rector of Sukhothai Thammathirat
Open University in 1984, the Public Relations Society of Thailand awarded
the Silver Conch to the University for its successful utilization of public
media to expand the distance-learning system. When he took the post of
the Permanent Secretary of University Affairs, he also made a full use of
media to disseminate information to the society as to build a foundation of
public understanding for higher education affairs. He also made an admi-
rable effort to urge public relations officers in colleges and universities to
establish a communication network among institutions as to enhance the

effectiveness of the higher education administration.

The primary function of the Ministry of University Affairs is to
facilitate all public and private institutions under its jurisdiction in their
effort to achieve excellence in teaching, research, community services,
and cultural preservation. Such task eventually requires a good system of
communication as to bring out understanding and support from higher
education personnels and the general public alike. Despite such difficulty,
the Ministry of University Affairs has successfully accomplished this task

through employing proper public relations principles and methods. Behind




this success is a hard work done by Dr. Wichit who despite his high-level
executive post, has worked side by side his staff to uplift morale and

render an impressive performance.

The function of higher education not only emphasizes students
personal growth but also the services rendered for the well-being of the
general public as well. Toward achieving this goal, the Ministry of Univer-
sity Affairs wittily bring the university down to earth by simplifying and
digesting knowledge and technical know-how in forms and manners
easily comprehensible by the public. Furthermore, through proper use of
public media, the Ministry has also encouraged both public and private
sectors to involve in the educational process and make a joint effort in

bringing the benefits of education to the society.

Dr. Wichit is recognized for his devotion to both higher education
and a wide variety of public services. He serves as Chairman of the Foun-
dation for Printing Exhibition of Thailand, Chairman of the Chula Volun-
teer Foundation, Founder and President of the Sukhothai Thammathirat
Association, Chairman of the Professor Dr. Wichit Srisa-an Foundation,
and Chairman of the Ministry of University Affairs Foundation. Such
public duties have shown Dr. Wichit's commitment to enhancing higher
education achievements through joint effort and a proper use of public

relations mechanisms.
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Citation

in presenting

Dr. Wichit Srisa-an
to
Sri Krishna Kant

Chancellor

read by
Prof. Dr. RVR Chandrasekhara Rao

President
for the award of Degree of Doctor of Letters
(Honoris Causa)
Fifth Annual Convocation
of The Andhra Pradesh Open University
Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, India
Wednesday, 8" May, 1991

Mr. Chancellor,

I consider it a unique privilege to introduce to you and to this
Convocation our Chief Guest, Dr. Wichit Srisa-an, a multi-faceted per-
sonality, a frontiersman and pace setter of open learning system in Asia.
We cherish his presence here today as one responsible for ushering in a

veritable revolution in the field of distance learning in our part of the




world. The Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University (STOU), is an elo-
quent testimony to his courage of conviction and commitment, discipline
and dedication, foresight and wisdom to the cause of open learning as an
academically legitimate, socially relevant and financially viable alternative
to the conventional system of education. He has been unfailing source of
guidance and help for us here in A.P. Open University. In honouring
Dr. Wichit Srisa-an today, we are actually honouring the system of open

learning.

Born on December 22°* 1934, in Thailand, he secured his B.A.
from Thailand’s famous Chulalongkorn University in 1959. After obtaining
the B.Ed. degree from the same University in 1961, he proceeded to the
University of Minnesota where he secured M.A. and Ph.D. degree in Edu-
cational Administration. Returning to Thailand in 1967, he joined as an
Instructor in the Department of Educational Administration at Chulalongkorn.
There his academic rise was meteoric, for, within a period of six years
he rose from being as Assistant Professor to that of a Special Professor,
a position which proudly heolds even now. And during these years he
managed to “create” time, as it were, by providing creative leadership in
Educational Administration while occupying a variety of position ranging
from Administrativé Secretary to the Minister of University Affairs. Even
at the early age of forty, he became Vice-Rector (Pro-Vice-Chancellor in

the parlance of Indian Universities) of his Alma Mater.

With this invaluable experience, it was only to be expected that
Dr. Wichit Srisa-an would be called upon to shoulder heavier responsibili-
ties. Thus when the Thammasat University and Khon Kaen University
were passing through troubled times he was asked to bring his adminis-

trative acumen and healing touch to bear on these two higher education
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institutions. In fact, such has been cur Chief Guest’s reputation in being
a rescuer of institutions from troubled times that Thailand's Who is Who

called him “the education trouble shooter” of Thailand.

It was in the year 1978, when Dr. Wichit had already acquired a
halo, that he was invited to establish the new venture, STOU Dr. Wichit
Srisa-an’s academic expertise in educational administration and a full de-
cade of intensive involvement in practical problems of administration en-
abled him to respond to this creative challenge with alacrity and aplomb.
The STOU now stands as a complete edifice of cost-effective open learn-
ing. A well-run central faculty facility, a wide network of study centres
covering entire Thailand and mobilization of the broadcasting and other
public relations networks, shaped STOU into one of the most enviable
higher education institutions in the world. Small wonder that the Public
Relations Society of Thailand awarded the “Silver Conch” to STOU for

making effective use of the mass media in Distance Education.

Dr. Wichit Srisa-an has been able to actualise his ideal of expand-
ing educational opportunities to the disadvantaged, and even to the “rejects”
of the society like the prisoners languishing in jails by making open learn-
ing accessible and totally learner-centred. As a policy maker, he has also
been able to provide opportunities for young able students in rural areas
whose economic conditions limit their chance of study beyond compul-
sary level. By setting up the “Sirm-Samong” project offering scholarships
to students beyond the compulsory level of the sixth grade, he enabled

them to continue their study up to the university level.

His contributions at the international plane have been equally re-
sounding. He was one of the pioneers in formulating ASEAN's Develop-

ment Education Project and was directly involved since 1978 in UNESCO's




Regional Cooperation in Higher Education for Development in Asia and
the Pacific. As head of the Consortium of Innovations in Higher Education
and also as the Distinguished Fellow of the International Council of Educa-
tion for Teaching (ICET), Dr. Wichit's contribution has been very effective

and useful.

In the area of general public policy in Thailand, our Chief Guest
has been almost an indispensable resource person in various Commis-
sions and Committees including those on Civil Services, Teachers Person-

nel and Administrative Reforms.

Even more revealing of Dr. Wichit's human relations capabilities is
the fact that Dr. Wichit was once a Member of his Country's Committee
for Petitions and Grievances which receives petitions and forwards appro-
priate recommendations on behalf of the Government to various agencies.
It is an unwritten acknowledgement that the Members of this Committee

form a selected band of those who work far the welfare of the people.

With such staggering range of activities in Educational Manage-
ment, ane would wonder whether Dr. Wichit would have any time left for
teaching and research. Yet it must be said to the credit of Dr. Wichit that
he has published extensively books on education while keeping alive his

commitment to teaching.

Mr. Chancellor I have great pleasure in presenting you Dr. Wichit

Srisa-an.




