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Prof. Wichit Srisa-an
President, The Association of Universities of Asia
and the Pacific (AUAP)

Prof. Federico Mavor

Director-General of UNESCO,
Mr. Shumon Miura

Chairman, Japanese National Commission for UNESCO
Prof. Heitor Gutgulino de Souza

Rector of the United Nations University
Dr Victor Ordofiez, Director, UNESCO PROAFP
Distinguishecf Guests and Participants

F’irs;ily, ] would like to congratujate UNESCQO PROAP the United
Nations University, Tokyo, the Ministry of Education of Japan or
Monbusho and the Japan UNESCQO National Commission for the
very successful and efficient organization of this Regionaﬂ Conference

on Higher Education from & to 10 July.

It is indeed a privilege and great honor for a voung reglona] organ-
ization like the Association of ['niversities of Asia and the Pacific to
participate and co-organize this important and historical regional
conference on higher education.
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The Association of Universities of Asia and the Pacific or AUAD 1s
nust two vears old, })eing founded Gnly on 28 }ulv 19935 at Suranaree
University of Tec}moiogy, Thailand. From the 57 presi&ents, rectors
and vice-chancellors who were signatory to the Conastitution, the
memi:ners}up has increased to 165 from 20 different countrics of the
Asia-Pacific region.

s he Association of Universities of Asia and the Pacific was formed n
responsge to a recognition of the need to relate education to the life
and aspirations of the people of the Asia Pacific region, and to
preserve and enhance the cultural, social and economac deveiopment
of society The members of the Association co-operate at the
regmna] level in order to contribute to the improvement of national
syvatems of lngher education, and to clevelop human resources and
mutual m}deralancling. The cliversity of its meml)ership constitutes a
resource which can be drawn upon to tl'w aclvantage of an conc*ernecl,
especiany for the clevelopment of individual institutions of teac}ung,
research and service to the community. In all the activities of the
Asgsociation, it atrives to complement thase of ather international
orgamizations like UINESCO, regional organizations like SEAMEO
RIHED and ASAIHL and national bodies concerned with higher

education.

The topic of this regional conference "National Strategies and
Regioua} Co-operation for the 215t Century” is therefore also one of
the Major Concerns of the member universities of AUAP In support
of thus reginnal concern, AUAP had co-organized with nalional
universities conferences c}iscusmng national strategies for meeting
new C}m“engcs of tertiary education and networlaing as a mechanism
to attain the desired goais.
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Thie vear alone, AUAP cca-organized in eco-operation with
international organizations like UNESCO, SEAMEQ, ASATHL,
national governments and member universities three regional
conferences and two national fora on important issues concerning

tertiary education in the region.

The April Regional Conference hosted hy Bunkve University in
Toizym dealt with glo})a}iza{ion of education and multimedia
education for the Asia and the Pacific in the 218t century.
Educators from 19 countries participate(] in the very successful
conference with discussions on giobal education, multimedia
education, enviromnental education and va]ues, etl’n'ce and morals
education - all issues also of concern and interest to UNESCC.

The second regiona} conference was in June in Manila on Hfgt?‘ler
Education and Human Resource Development m the Asia-Facific for the
218t Century.

The third tegiona} conference was also in June in Manila on
Promotion of the Recogmition of Higher Education Quabfications m
Asia and the Bzcr'frc

AUAP has initiated the Learning and sharing Forum in co-
operation with the host university where the board meeting is held.
The first national forum was held in Aprﬂ casponﬁored ljy the
University of Macau with the theme of Hrg}zer Education in Macau,
Chima and Japan. The second national forum was co-hosted }Jy
Angeles Foundation University in the P}lilippines in June with the
theme of Challenges to Unersities towards Global Education and
Netwar}emg‘ the Pln!rppine and Asia Pac‘::f;c Perspective
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Inspite the ynuth of AUAP, it has been quite active since its
[ouuding two years ago. The exchange of experiences and ideas, as
well as the formulation of resolutions and recommendations
presentecl chtrizlg these regiona] and national conferences could serve

as important regional inputs  to the 1008 UNESCQO World
Conference on Hrg;‘ler Fducation in Paris. AUAP would be very happy

and honored to have its share of inputs and recommendations.

AUAP joins UNESCO in the perpetual pursuit of peace and

clevelopment founded on equity, justice, soliriarity, reapect, tolerance

{OI’ cli.‘[:{erences dl’l(l ﬁeedom.

ALUAP therefore supports UNESCQO in strengthening regional co-
operalion in higlner education in the region through its various
progranumnes and activities. [t also supports ather UNESCO
Programmes like UNISPAR 1n promoting 1inlzages with industries
l:y gponsoring continuing education programs in engineering and
technology.  This is accomplished through the Asia Pacific
Continuing Engineering Education Network of AUAP

AUAP is also pioneenng regional co-operation in the use of high
tec}mologiea in telecommunication and information in maleing
possi]ale the two modes of education clelivery of face-to-face and
distance mode combined as ome megatrend using multimedia
technologie& AUAP has recently organized the Asia-Pacilic
Distance and Multimedia Education Network that would undertake
these Jevelopmental and pioneering work on tertiary education
clelivery systemns requ.irecl of a borderless or gloloal community in the
21st century.
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AUAP is therefore looking forward to the continued and even closer
collaboration with and support from UNESCOQ, other regional and
international organizations and national governments in its purswut

of meeting the urgent needs on l‘u'gi]er education in the region.

In conclusions, | would like to reiterate my wish for great auccess of
this Conlerence and the {ruitful sl’mring of ideas and experiences of

aH paper presenters dlld participants—aﬂ EOI‘ tl]e inlprovement O£

Higher Education in the Asia Pacific Region.
Thﬁr{k y(}ll.
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